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PREFACE.

AT is hoped that this attempt to make known the native hif^

tory of a country, which was the firft fcene of our confequencc

in India, of the gallant exploits of General Lawrence, Lord

Clive, Sir Eyre Coote, and, very lately, the field of moft

important and fuccefsful operation to Britain under Marquis

CornWALL IS, will not be wholly unacceptable. The earlier

tranfa<5tions of our countrymen in Dekkan have already been

amply detailed, by the elegant pens of a Cambridge and an

OrME. Dr. Thomson, in his Memoirs of the War in Afia,

has done juftice to the ikill and gallantry of Sir Eyre Coote

and his deferving followers, who, fupported by the active zeal

of the virtuous but yet fuffering Hastings, (pofterity will

moft certainly venerate his charadler, for prejudice will in time

give place to judgment) faved our part of Dekkan to the

Britifh empire.

Our late fuccefles have been fhortly narrated, by Major

DiROM, who had a fhare in the toils of the two campaigns;

Vol. I. a and.
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VI PREFACE.

and, I have heard, that his and other able pens are employed

in preparing a fuller detail of Britifli • tranfadlions in Dekkan.

Of that country I only profefs to give the native accounts from

its own w^ritersi which will, I hope, at leaft gratify the curi-

ofity of thofe who wifh to learn the former ftate of this part

of India, and fill up a chafm in hiftory.

Ferishta, author of the hiftory now offered to the pub-

lic in an Englilh drefs, is one of the moft efteemed writers

of Hindooftan, and was of noble rank, and high in office at

the court of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, of Beejapore, one of the

fultans of Dekkan.

Befides the *Hiftory of the Dhely emperors, and this of

Dekkan, Ferishta compiled one of every province in India,

and many complete copies of his works have been brought

home by Englifli gentlemen.

t
'

My firft intention was to have publifhed a literal tranfla-

tion^ but, on revifion, I thought it would be more pleafing to

an Englifli ear, deprived of fome of the numerous hyperbolical

epithets and too frequent conjunctions, which drew out the

periods to a diftrading length, hurtful to the fenfe in our lan-

guage. This alone has been done ; yet perhaps, fome readers

may flill think the ftile too oriental; but to have deviated

farther from the original, would have been impofing a com-

pilation for a tranflation.

» Tranflated and publllhed many years fince by colonel Dow.
To
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PREFACE.
1

To thofe who have been in India, and are converfant with

the hiftory and manners of the natives, fome of the notes may

appear trivial: but every explanation is neceflary to render fatis-

fa(3:ory, to mofl readers, the perufal of foreign idiom, cuftoms,

and uncommon names. The lafl I have . endeavoured to writ*

as pronounced in the country.

It is neceflary to mention, that from page 400 to the end

of the Nizam Shawee dynafty, is not taken from; Ferishta,

his work concluding with the fall of Ahmednuggur. What

follows, was from a work written by Shaw-nowauz Khan, a

nobleman of Dekkan, entitled, MaflTer al Amra, or Biography

of Nobles.

V)|>

In his account of the Golconda Princes, Ferishta was

fo very brief, that, as he mentioned no more than what v^as

contained in the Lub al Towareekh, an, abbreviated hiftory of

Hindooflan, I had recourfe only to the latter workj but it

was thought inconvenient for fo few pages to alter the run-

ning title of the volume. Had the moft earneft fearch after

fuller materials for the hiftory of Golconda been fuccefsful, my
readers ihould have had a fuller account of the princes of that

fovereignty.
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INTRODUCTION.

X^EKKAN, or the fouthern diviiion of * Hindooftan, called by

European geographers. The Peninfula, has yaried in boundary, at

different periods, with the poflefllons of its rulers in adjacent pro-

vinces. Khandeflie, and part of Malwa, now comprized in it by
the natives, feem not to have been fo, till the late conquefts of the

Mharattas ; fince which, Dekkan has been confidered by them to

comprehend all the countries from the fouthern banks of the river

Nerbudda to Guzarat, which province is alfo chiefly dependant

upon it.

VOL.I. When

» I have called Dekkan the fouthern divifion of HIndooftan, becaufe I believe

the natives underftand it in that fenfe; and when it is confidered, that the

Hindoo religion is that of the Aborigines, and has been fo, as far as tradition

can carry us, and that the natives with little (if any to common vifitors) va-

riation, are the fame in modes and charaifter throughout the vaft trafb to which

the term Hindooftan has been applied ; alfo, that the moft early accounts of the

Hindoos mention all the provinces which European geographers include in the

maps of Hindooflan, as being under the fovereignty of one Hindoo Maharaja ; the

term, I think, cannot be improper. Hindooftan, or Country or Hindoos, is a

Perfian appellation, but adopted for ages back by the natives themfelves. For-
merly, according to Mr. Wilkins, the firft proficient in the Sanfcrit, or moft
ancient language of India, it was called Bharata, which term is now difufed,

except in the facred books of the bramins, '
- •
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X INTRODUCTION.

When the Bhamenee fultans, whofe hillory is the fubjed of

the following pages, ruled Dekkan, it was underftood to confift of

that tradt bounded from North Weft to North Eaft by Guzarat,

Khandelhe, that part of Berar called Nagpore, and the province

of Orifla J on the South and Eaft by the Bay of Bengal; and on the

Weft by the Indian ocean ; a region, according to the computation

of Major Ren NELL, in his lately publiftied and very valuable Map
and Memoir of Hindooftan, equal to the Britifh iflands, Spain, and

Turky in Europe.

Prior to the Mahummedan conquefts of Dekkan, we have little

information refpedting its hiftory. Ferishta traditionally (and

we have unfortunately no better authority) writes, that Dekkan

took its prefent name from * Dekkan, the fon of Hind, fon of Ham,
the fon of Noah. ""Mheerut, *Kuzz, and ""Telinga, his fons,

gave their names to three divifions of Dekkan. With any Hindooeh

accounts of Dekkan I am unacquainted.

According to Ferishta's tradition, Kiflien, fon ofPoorub, fon of

Hind, ruled the whole of the countries now called by Europeans The
Eaft Indies, China excepted. In the reign of Maharauje, his fucceflbr,

the zemindars of Carnatic and Ceylon rebelled, and difplaced his

governor

« The Hindoos claim a much higher antiquity than Feriflita allows them.

Their origin, like that of all nations, is involved in obfcurity j to clear up
which is vain, and can only reward fearch by materials for conjedur^ which,

however ingenious, can never fatisfy the enquirer. From what authority Fexifbta

gives his tradition of the peopling of Dekkan, I know not.
'' iVlodern Mheerut is a diliridl of the province of Dowlutabad, to which k

probably gave the name fome ages back, if not to a larger divifion of Dekkan
and the original country of the Mharattas.

' Called now Carnatic.

^ Now the province of Golconda, but formerly an extenfive kingdom, firft

under Hindoo princes, and afterwards a principal divifion of the Bhamenee

fovereignty, upon the fall of which it became again a monarchy, under the

dynafty of Koottub Shawee, whofe hiftory will be given in the proper place.

^
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govcrncM* of Dekkan, but were reduced by his general Baul Chuhd.

On the death of Maharauje they again revolted from his fucceflbr

Keeforauje, who compelled them to fubmiffion, with the afliflance

of an army fent to his fupport by Manochere, emperor of Perfia,

under Saum Nereeman, grandfather to the celebrated Rooftum, the

hero of Ferdofi's Shaw Nammeh, or Hiftory of ancient Perfia.

Dekkan was afterwards divided into feveral ftates : Kool Chund
founded the city and government of * Koolburga ; Raja Mere Chund

that of " Meruch ; and Beejah Chund the kingdom of Beejanuggur,

the mofl celebrated in ' Dekkan. Raja Bieder, the founder of a

f city of that name, reigned over part of Dekkan when Alexander

\--\'r-'-^'
-'..^ ._-^ invaded

• Called by Eiiropeans Calburga, now of little note.

«> Now the capital of a Mharatta jaghiredar, fituated, according to RenneU,

about one hundred and thirty miles South Weft from Poonah, the metropolis

of the Mharatta ftates. '

'- Called in raoft maps Bifnagar and Nerfinga. This kingdotn, before the

conquells of the muflulmauns, comprehended the whole of Camatic, which then

extended over the ^eat«ft part of the peninfula from coaft to coaft (Coromandel and
Malabar) as will be feen in the progrefs of the Bhamenee fovereigns. Accord-

ing to FerKbta, the city of Beganuggur;, the capital of this anci«jt monarchy,

in the early days of mufliiiltnaun invafibn, was founded by Raja Bellaul Deo,
A. D. 1344) ft.nd named z&er his fon-^eejah Roy. He 4oes not mendon the

more ancient metropolis of Carnatic. Major Rennell in his Memoir fays, Bee-

januggur is fituated near the weftern bank of the Tummedra or Tung^badra
river, about thirty miles fouth-eaft or fouth-fouth eaft from Bancapore, and one
hundred and thirty German miles from Goa. It was a large city when vifited

by Caefar Frederick, A. D. 1567. The fall of this kingdom will be feen in

its proper place.

^ Called by moft Europeans Beder. According to Rennell, it is about eighty

miles to the north-weft of Hyderabad, the capita'l of the Nizam, who poffeffes

it a* prefent. Near the ruins of Bieder, Ahmed Shaw Bhamenee founded the
city of Ahmedabad, which he made his capital in place of Koolburga, and this

is the modera Bieder or Beder. Tliere is another Ahmedabad, called moft com-
monly Ahmednuggur, and founded by Ahmed Shaw, the firft of the Nizam
Shawee fovereigns, of whom a hiftory will be given. There is alfo a third

Ahmedabad, the capital of the province of Guzarat.

^



ffp

xn INTRODUCTION.

invaded India, and fent him prefents to obtain his favour. Saul-

bahun, a raja of Dekkan, flew in adion the prince of Malwa,

Bickermajeet, recorded by the Hindoo tradition as an example for

fovereigns, and whofe reign forms the asra of the modern Hindoo

computation.
' ..>..''

Nothing more refpefting Dekkan is mentioned by-FERiSHTA,

till, in his account of the reign of the Patan emperor of Dhely,

Jellaul ad Dien Firofe Shaw, he fays, that monarch fent his fon

in law Alia ad Dien to reduce it to his authority.

In the year 1295 of our sera. Alia ad Dien marched through Berar

to Deoghur, now called Dowlutabad, from the raja of which he

gained an immenfe plunder. Ramdeo, it appears, was only fovereign

of a part of Dekkan, as the rajas of Koolburga and Raujemundree,

(the latter diflrid: at prefent forming only one of our nothern iir-

kaurs, dependant on Madrafs) are filled by Ferishta, Independ-

ent Princes. .. -

Alia ad Dien on his acceffion to the throne of Dhely, which he

acquired by the aflaflination of Firofe Shaw, in the year 1306 fent

an army to demand tribute from the raja of Deoghur. His general

Mallek Naib, after reducing that fortrefs and the territory of Meer-

hut, carried the raja Ramdeo prifoner to Dhely ; from whence he

obtained leave to return to Dekkan and had a jaghire conferred on

him by the emperor. ^^ ,1

In 1 309, Alia ad Dien fent an army by way of Bengal to reduce

Warunkul, the capital of Telingana, but without fuccefs; upon

which he difpatched a reinforcement under Mallek Naib, who
obliged the raja Ludderdeo to become tributary to the fultan, and

exadied from him a contribution of money and jewels to a vaft

amount, befides three hundred elephants and feven hundred horfes.

The

,<

r*^^
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The year following, Mallek Naib invaded Carnatic, took the

• raja Bellaul Deo prifoner, and puihed his depredations as far as

' Sect Bunder RamefTar, where he ereded a mol'que. The booty

acquired in this expedition was immenie, and next to incredible.

He invaded Dekkan again in 1312, put to death the fon of the

raja of Deoghur, and obliged Telingana and Carnatic to become

tributary to the throne of Dhely.

In 1 3 16, Herpaul Deo, fon to the raja of Deoghur, rebelled,

and forced the mulTulmauns to relinquilh feveral diftridts in Meerhut

;

but was afterwards reduced, taken prifoner, and flayed alive by the

Dhely emperor, Mubaric Shaw, who made confiderable conquefls

in Dekkan.

xm

In the fucceeding reign, Ludder Deo, raja of Warunkul, and

the raja of Deoghur, rebelled, but were fubdued by Aligh Khan,

who took the fortrefles of Bieder and Warunkul, with the families

of the rebels. In 1324, Aligh Khan fucceeded his father Gheaufe

ad Dien as emperor of Dhely, and aflumed the title of Mahummud
Tughluk Shaw. He fixed on Deoghur, which he renamed Dow-
lutabad, as his capital, and obliged the inhabitants of Dhely to

remove to it; but afterwards relinquifhed it. His reign proved

unfortunate, feveral provinces being wrefted from him by rebellious

nobles, who affumed royalty ; and Dekkan was then formed into the

fovereignty, the hiftory of which is the fubjed: of the following

pages. .
I

' Probably the fame who afterwards founded Beejanuggur.

* A port on the Coromandel coaft, oppofite to the ifland of Ceylon, and a

eelebrated place of Hindoo pilgrimage. -
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SULTAN *ALLA AD DIEN

HOUSSUN KANGOH BHAMENEE,

FOl/NDEK. OP

THE BHAMENEE DYNASTY

OP

DEKKAN SOVEREIGNS.

1_>ET it not remain concealed from the explorers of antiquity, that

hiftorians, in their accounts of the origin and progrefs of fultan Alia

ad Dien, are varying and contradidory. The moft probable and
generally believed, I have, avoiding prolixity, drawn as briefly as

poflible into the circle of narration. j

HoufTun was an inhabitant of D°hely, and dependant on Kangoh,
a bramin and aftraloger, high in the favour of the ' prince Mahum-
mud Tughluk Shaw. It is faid, that he laboured under the greateft

poverty. Upon his requefting fome employment from the bramin,
he gave him a pair of oxen, with two labourers, to cultivate a piece

B 2 of

» The exalter of the faith ofMahummud.
* Son ofthe emperor GJieaufe ad Dien, whom he fucceeded on the throne of DheJy,

A.D. 1321.

1
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FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

of wafte ground near the city, the^produce of which he added to his

former allowance.

As the labourers were one day at work, the plough ftuck in fome
hard body, and Houflun, upon examination, found it was entangled

in a chain round the neck of an earthen vefTel, which proved to be

full of antique gold coins. He immediately carried them to the

bramin, who commended his honefty, and informed the prince of

the difcovered treafure. The circumftance being communicated to

the emperor Gheaufe ad Dien, he ordered Houflun to the prefence,

and conferred upon him the command of one hundred horfe.

It is alfo related, that the bramin aflured HoufTun, he faw from his

ftars that he would rile to exalted fortune, and be eminently favoured

by providence. He therefore requefted, when the Almighty fhould

have beftowed royalty upon him, that he would add the name of

Kangoh to his own, and appoint him his minifter of finance, in order

that he might ihare with him in immortal fame. Houfliin readily

complied with the requefls of his kind patron. It is faid alfo, that

his future dignity warp^phefied by the venerable » Shekh Nizam ad

Dien Oulea. From thefe aflTurances, the ambition of reigning in

Dekkan, the promifed land of empire, poffeiled the mind ofHouiTun,

and he ardently fought for fome eltabliflim-sui in diat country, that

he might gradually attain the jewel of his deiites.

When fultan Mahummud Tughluk had acceded to the throne

of Dhely, he, in one of his expe4itions to Dekkan, appointed his tutor

KuttuUugh Khan governor of Dowlutabad, and gave permiflion to

fuch officers as were under his patronage to ferve with him.

Houffun, thinking this an opportunity favourable to his views, em-
braced

' A -celebrated Mahummedan faint, whofe tomb near Dhely is ftlll much venerated,

and reforted to in pilgrimage by the mufTuImauns of Hindooftan. The tranflator has

not given the circumdances of the faint's prophecy at large,^ thinking they would be

tedious to the reader.
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braced the fervice of Kuttullugh Khan, and obtained from him in

jagliire the town of Konechee, with lands dependant on the diflrid:

of » Roy-Baugh.

Some years after this, fultan Mahummud Tughluk drew his

armies againft the refradtory nobles of Guzarat, who were de-

:. feated, and many of them took refuge in Dekkan ; where Kuttul-

lugh Khan, contrary to his duty and the royal commands, entertained

them in his fervice : upon which, the fultan determined to remove

him, and all the nobility, to other provinces. With this view, he

difpatched a firmaun by Ahmed Lacheen and other officers to AUum
al Moolk, commanding him to fend the Dekkan officers to Guzarat.

, AUum al Moolk, In obedience to the royal orders, fent mefTengers

to fummon the perfons mentioned in the firmaun from the feveral

nations J but fome months elapfed before they were all colled:ed at

Dowlutabad. At length they arrived, and having received their

difmiffion, departed with Ahmed Lacheen for Guzarat. Ahmed
had entertained hopes of obtaining from them valuable prefents, for

his intereft in their favour with the fultan ; but being difappointed,

treated them haughtily J and remarked to his attendants, that the
Dekkan officers deferved death, for harbouring the rebellious nobi-
lity of Guzarat, and negledting fo long the royal fummons to the

prefence. The amras, hearing of his opinions, were alarmed for

their fafety ; and, upon their arrival on the frontiers of Dekkan,
held a council among themfelves how to ad:. It was remarked,

that the fultan frequently puniflied with death the llighteft offences,

and often without examining an accufation ; fo that it would be fafer

for them to remain by force in Dekkan, than give themfelves up
tamely like flieep to the flaughterer.

Their refolve being taken, they began their retreat from the

frontiers ; and Ahmed Lacheen, attempting to oppofe them, was

defeated,
• Now belonging to the Nizam,
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defeated, and flain with many of his followers. They were novr

joined daily by numbers of the difaffeiSed, and repaired towards

Dowlutabad in great force. The native princes ofDekkan, injured

and difffufted by the tyranny of the fultan, rejoiced at this revolt ; in

which fome ofthem perfonally joined, and others, more circumfped:,

privately affifted with moneyland fupplies. An infurreftion arofe^

which the hand of conciliation could not quell. Juftly does a cele-

brated poet obferve, " The fubjedt, when opprefled by injuftice,

" turns from his prince in the crifis of danger j for, when a ruler is

** tyrannical, his government cannot continue to flourifli." Ummaud
al Moolk, fon in law to the fultan, governor of Berar and Khande{he,

who refided at * Elichpore, finding himfelf daily deferted by num-
bers of his troops, and fearing his officers would finally deliver him

to the rebels, left the city with his family, under pretence ofhunt-

ing, and retired into ^ Nudderbar } upon which the nobles of Berar,

having plundered the royal treafury, proceeded to join the male-

contents near Dowlutabad. The garrifon of this fortrefs, obferving

the gathering force of the rebels, thought proper to feek their friend*

fhip : they feized their governor, and delivefed up the place. Thus,

in a few months, departed from the yoke of the Dhely emperors

their dominion in Dekkan, which had been conquered in a long

feries of War, and at a vafl expenfe ofblood and treafure.

Upon the acquifition of Dowlutabad, the allied amras agreed to

cle<5l from among themfelves a fovcreign, that their operations

might receive dignity and order, when the lot of empire fell on

Ifmaeel, an Afghaun ameer of * one thoufand, whofe brother,

Mallek

» The ancient capital of Berar, now fubje£l to the Nlxaai, who pays a tribute fronx

the revenues to the Mharatta ftate. -,

* A fmall diftridt between Khandeftie and Guzarat, now in pofleffion of the

Mharattas.

• In Hindooftan the rank of nobility is eftimated according to military command,

and the number of cavalry mentioned in the patent of creation j as, "We have
*« exalted

S i
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^'lallek Moogh, commanded the imperial army in the province of

Malwa. In the hopes that he would affift his brother, the amras of

Dekkan eleded Ifmaeel their fultan, by the title of * Nafir ad Dien.

Honours were beftowed, and each ameer gratified with a portion of

the lands ofthe new fovereignty j when HoiiiTun received the title of

** Zuffir Khan, and fome diflrids in jaghire for the fuppoi*t of his

dignity and troops.
,

Sultan Mahummud Tughluk Shaw, on this alarming crifis of

his affairs, haftened with an army from Guzarat to Dekkan, and was

joined by ' Ummaud al Moolk Tibreezee, and Mallek Moogh gover-

nor of Malwa. On his arrival near Dowiutabad, the newly elecSed

fultan quitted the fortrefs, and encamped with thirty thou&nd horfe,

on the fame plain where Alia ad Dien had defeated the fon of

Ramdeo, raja of Deoghur. The rebels charged vigoroufly, and

routed the two wings of the imperialrfts ; fo that fultan M^ummud
was even preparing to fly, when fuddenly the curfe of difloyalty fell

upon them. KJian Jehaun, one of the principal rebel chiefs, being

wounded by an arrow, fell from his horfe, upon which his followers,

about fix thoufand, turned their faces to flight ; and at the fame

inftant, the flandard bearer of Nafir ad Dien, being ftruck with a

panic, let the colours fall from his hands; The rebels, fuppofing

their chief had forfaken them, defifted from the fight ; and night

falling, retired to their camp. Sultan Mahummud did the fame,

and both armies obferved the ftri<5befl: vigilance. Nafir ad Dien, and

Zufiir Khan, with the principal rebel chiefs, held a council, in

which it was agreed, as it was not fafe for the prefent to hazard

another contefl in the field, that the new fultan fhould retire to

Dowiutabad

1

** exalted fuch a pcrfon to fuch titles, and the command of fo many thoufand horfe,

•* witli the privilege of ufing fuch and fuch infignia and ornaments to his palanquin."

• Promoter of the faith.

* Viftorious.

« Pillar of the ftate.
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Dowlutabad with a proper garrifon ', while the amras jfhould protect

their own diftridls, harafs the enemy's convoys, and cut off fupplies.

This being concluded on, the rebels lilently decamped to their feveral

ftations, fo that at daylight fultan Mahummud faw not a veftige of

his late oppofers. Upon this, he difpatched a force under Ummaud
al Moolk Tibreezee, to purfue Zuffir Khan, and prepared to befiege

Dowlutabad. The garrifon was nearly reduced to defpair, when
intelligence arrived of the infurredtion of the Dhellians, under a flave

named Tugheej who, with a body of difaffedied rabble, was com-
mitting great enormities in the capital, and threatened the provinces,

cfpecially Guzarat. Sultan Mahummud upon this quitted the camp
to the care of his generals, and haftened to quell the infurgents. The
Dekkan amras, encouraged by his abfence, colleded from all parts

;

and the befiegers being alarmed, retreated foon after their fovereign.

They were clofely preffed by the Dekkanees as far as the banks of

the Nirbudda, and lofl much baggage, with feveral of the imperial

elephants laden with gold.

Zuffir Khan, emboldened by this fuccefs, marched with twenty

thoufand horfe to * Bieder, where Ummaud al Moolk Tibreezee

was ftationed ; but did not for fome time venture to engage him,

as the latter was much fuperior in the number of his troops, and

ftrongly pofted. At length Zuffir Khan, being joined by fifteen

thouland men, fent by the raja of Telingana, and five thoufand

horfe, detached to his affiftance by Nafir ad Dien from Dowlutabad,

attacked the imperial general. The adtion lafted from daylight till

the fun began to decline, with the greateft obflinacy on both fides.

At length, the Almighty difpofer of kingdoms having decreed that

Zuffir Khan fhould be exalted to the dominion of Dekkan, and the

ring of empire grace his hand, Ummaud al Moolk was flain, and his

army

•Formerly the capital of a raja of this name, and afterwards of the Bhamene*

fovereigns ; now in pofTefRon of the Nizam and Mharattas jointly.

^
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army routed. Many of the fugitives took fhelter in Bieder, others

in * Candahar, and fome few retired with difficulty to Malwa.

Zuffir Khan, immediately on his victory, detached Mallek " Syef

ad Dien Ghoree to reduce Bieder and Candahar, while he marched

himfelf with the trophies and plunder gained from the enemy to

Dowlutabad; at fome diflance from which he was met by Nafir ad

Dien, who, obferving that greater attention was paid by the nobility

and army to the general than himfelf, and that they wiflied him for

their fovereign, judged it prudent to retire to a more private fla-

tion. Calling an aflembly of the amras, he declared himfelf from

his great age incapable of governing, and requelled they would

eled: a new fultan ; obferving, that Zuffir Khan, on whofe afpedt

fhone the rays of dignity and valour, feemed to him moft worthy of

the throne. The aflembly with one voice applauded his remark,

and the aftrologers were diredted to explore a fortunate inflant for

the inauguration of Zuffir Khan. Accordingly, in a chofen hour on
Friday, the 24th of Rubbee al Akhir, they placed the crown of

empire on his head, and fpread over his throne a black umbrella,

the colour of the Abaffide caliphs, as auspicious. The *= Khootbah,

was read in his name, and coins ftruck, impreffed with his titles of
Sultan Alia ad Dien Houffun Kangoh Bhamenec. " Koolburga, his

relidence, was newly named ' AhfTunabad, and chofen for the capital

of the mufllilmauns in Dekkan.

A.H. 74?.

A.D. 134.7.

C Sultan
*^ .- .,.-..

» A fortrefs not far diftant from Bieder. There is another fo called on the northern

frontier of Hindooftan.

" The Sword of the Faith.

« A form of prayer, or benediftion, ufed by the Mahummedans on Fridays and
feftivals, for the fouls of all deceafed prophets and kings, and for the welfare of their

reigning fovereign.

* Now belonging to the Nizam, under a tribute to the Mharattas, called by Eu-
ropean geographers Calberga.

• Moft excellent abode. It is the fuperlative of the fiiltan's appellation of Houflun.

\/^ -
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FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN;

Sultan Alia ad Dicn, having engaged in the charge of govern-

ment, negkffled none of the duties of royalty, fo that the tradl of

his dominions was daily extended. The countries from the * river

Beemrah to the vicinity of the fortrefs of '' Roodnee, and from

the port of ' Choule to the city of Bieder, w^ere brought within

the circle of his pofleffion. It is related, that his firft royal ad:

was the diftribution of four hundred pounds weight of gold, and

one thoufand of lilver, in charitable donations, in memory of Nizam

ad Dien Oulea, who had predidted his rifmg fortunes. Mallek Syef

ad Dien Ghoree, diflinguifhed for his integrity, judgment, and

policy, was appointed prime minifter, and the refigned fovereign,

who had reafTumed his original name of Ifmaeel, honoured with

the title of " ameer al amra. Mindful of his promife to his former

patron, the fultan entrufted the care of his treafury to the bramin

Kangoh, who had quitted the fervice of the emperor Mahummud
Tughluk Shaw, and repaired to Dekkan. His name was alfo affix-

ed to all royal edifts, and joined to that of the fultan.

It is univerfally allowed, that Kangoh was the firft bramin who
accepted an office in the fervice of a mufTulmaun prince. Before

him, the bramins never condefcended to engage in publick affairs,

but paffed their lives in the duties of religion, and ftudy of the

fciences i indifferent to fortune, and efteeming the fervice of princes

as hurtful to virtue, and hazardous to their eternal welfare. If, as

phyfician:s, aftronomers, moralifts, or hiftorians, they fometimes af-

fociated with the rich or powerful, they yet would never wear the

chain of fervitude on their necks, though courted by gifts and high

favours. However, fince Kangoh's acceptance of employment, the

dired:ion

» A principal branch of the Kiftnah riven According to Ferilhta, it is alfo called

Bewrah. Rennell writes it Beernah.

* I do not find this place in any map under this name.
* On the Malabar coaft, not very far fouth of Bombay*

* Chief of the nobles.
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direftion of finance has been committed generally to bramins, by all

the princes of Dekkan.

Sultan Alia ad Dien, as well by wife policy as force of arms,

towards the end of the reign of Mahummud Tughluk Shaw, fubdued

every part ofDekkan which had been fubjedt to the throne of Dhely,

and gained over by conciliating meafures the Afghaun, Mogul, and.

Raajepoote chiefs, ftationed by the emperor at Bieder and Candahar,.

which were delivered up. He took * Kolaufs with its dependancies

from the roy of *" Warunkul, and formed with him a treaty of

alliance. The death of the emperor Mahummud Tughluk Shaw in

752, removing all apprehenfions of attack from Dhely, the fultan A. D. 1351.

engaged earneftly in the internal regulation and fecurity of his do*
minions, and celebrated the marriage of his eldeft /on Mahummud
with the daughter of Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree. On this occa-
iion he diflributed ten thoufand robes of cloth of gold, velvet and
fattin among the nobility and others. One thoufand Arab and Per-
fian horfes, and two hundred fabres fet with jewels, were alfo divid-

ed. The populace were entertained with various amufements and ^
engines were erected in the flreets of Koolburga, which caft forth
fhowers of confedtionary among the crowd. The rejoicings lafted a
whole year ; on the laft day of which, the nobihty and officers pre-
fented offerings ofjewels, money, and the rareft produdlions of all
countries, to the fultan.

,As Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree was honoured by the royal
alliance, his place in pubhck affemblies was allotted above thofe of
all the nobihty, which gave offence to the ameer al amra, who com-
plained of the precedence to the fultan, and was anfwered, that in
every government the pen took rank of the fword. He became

^ ^ feemingly

" A town In Telingana;

••. The ancient capital of Telingana; The province Is now calied Gokonda; - .
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FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

feemingly fatisfied with the royal orders, but fecretly confpired with

fome difaffedled nobles to affaffinate the fultan, and refume the

throne he had given up. As his dellgns were not favoured by pro-

vidence, the fultan had timely information of them, from perfons

who had joined in the plot, but had repented. Having con-

vened all the nobles and eminent officers of the court, he, in their

prefence, accufed the ameer al amra of treachery, which he denied

by a folemn oath . The fultan then called forth the informers, and

offered pardon to all the confpirators who vi^ould reveal the crimes

o£ the ameer al amra ; upon which moft of his alTociates teftified

againll: him, fo that no doubt remained of his guilt, and he was im-

mediately put to death. His relations and adherents were pardoned,

nor was the fmalleft coniifcation made of their property; but
' Bahadur Khan, fon to the deceafed, was appointed ameer al amra,

and the royal favour extended, as before, on the family.

From this, and other inflances ofjuflice tempered with mercy,

loyalty to the fultan became fixed in every breafl, and his power

daily encreafed. The roy ofTelingana, who had become difobedient,

but was treated with generous forbearance on account of former

afliftance to the fultan, was overcome by the fenfe of his virtues,

fubmitted to his authority, and agreed to pay the tribute he had

heretofore' remitted to the fovereign of Dhely,

Sultan Alia ad Dien, by advice of Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree,

difpatched a confiderable force againft the country of Carnatic, from

whence his general returned fuccefsful, with valuable contributions

from feveral roies in money and jewels, belides two hundred ele-

phants, and one thoufand female fingers. Having received an invi-

tation from roy Perrun, the reprefentative of the ancient rajas of

Guzarat, to invade that country, (which owing to the weaknefs of

the Dhely emperors, was become a prey to rebellious jaghiredars,)

fultan
• Valiant.

M
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fultan Alia ad Dien, in the month of Shauban, 758, took the field A.D. 1356,

in perfon. The prince Mahummud was advanced in front with

twenty thoufand horfe, while the fultan followed, by eafier marches,

with the main army. The prince arriving at » Nofaree, found the

country abounding in game, of which he fent an account to his

father, who was eagerly fond of the chafe and falconry. The fultan

advanced with expedition, and fpent nearly a month in the pleafures

of the field ; at the end of which he was attacked by an intermittino-

fever; and, not ufing proper caution in refraining from violent exercife

and high living, his diforder encreafed to an alarming illnefs, which
obliged him to return haftily to Koolburga. Upon his arrival at the

capital, he convened the divines and holy men, in whofe prefence he
vowed to abllain in future from all things forbidden by the law of the
Koraun. Arranging his dominions in four principal governments,
he conferred that of the capital and its dependancies, to '' Dabul
Beejore, and Mudkul, on Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree ; Choule
Khiber, Dowlutabad, and Mheeroputtun, with the territory of
Mheerut, he committed to Mahummud, fon of his brother Ali
Shaw ; Mahoor, Ramgeer, and his divifion of Berar, were entrufted
to Kufder Khan Syeftaunee ; and Bieder, Indour, with Kolaufs and
the poflfeffions in Telingana, to Azim Humaioon, fon of Mallek-
Syef ad Dien Ghoree.

'

The fultan remained fix months in a declining ftate ; during which
he gave publick audience twice a day, and tranfadted bufinefs

;

affiduoufiy engaging in adminiftering juflice to the poor and friend-
lefs. He gave orders to releafe all prifoners throughout his dominions,

'

except

Rennell calls it Bhoufenee.
» A town and.diftria on the the banks of the Teena.

'

It belongs now to the Nizam.

fM^l '^' places mentioned in this difpofition are now in pofTeffion of the Nizam,^bjea to a contnbutK.n of a fourth part of the revenues to the Mnaratta ftat^

ktt Tol t'h '. -r
'°7 ""^^^bay and Choule, which are held wholly by the'

ulZ r^?^.^^\v '^
^'' '''"^^°'" '' 'PP'^''' '^^' Alia ad Dien pofleiTed what» now called the Nizam's country, and a confiderable part of Kokun.
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except thofe accufed of capital offences, whom he commanded to

Kooiburga ; and having himfelfexamined them, fet at Uberty all but

feven, whom he delivered to his fon Mahummud, that, after his

death he might aO: towards them as he fhould judge proper. At

length, finding no benefit from medicine, and feeling nature exhauft-

ed, he difcharged his phyficians, and waited patiently the final cure

of human ills. In this ftate, enquiring of his youngeft fon, Mhamood,
who had been reading with his tutor, what book he had that day

perufed, the prince replied, the * Bofetaun of " Saadee, and the fol-^

lowing paiTage

:

«' I have heard, that " Jumfhede of angelic memory had thefe

" words engraved upon a f6untain j Many, like me, have viewed
** this fountain, but they are gone, and their eyes clofed for ever.

" I conquered the world by policy and valour ^ but could not over*
** come the grave."

The fultan fighed at the recital, and calling his fons Daood and

Mahummud before him, faid, " This is my laft breath, and with it

** I conjure you, as ye value the permanence of the kingdom, to

" agree with each other. Mahummud is my fucceflbr; efteem

«* fubmiffion and loyalty to him as your duty in this world, and your

** furety for happinefs in the next." Having faid this, he fent for

his treafurer, and committed to each of his fons a fum of money to

diftribute to the poor. When they had obeyed him, and returned, he

exclaimed, " Praife be to God !" and inftantly refigned his life to the

Creator. ** Conftantly appears fome one who boafts, I am Lord,

«* fhows himfelf to his fellows, and vaunts, I am Lord. When the

** affairs ofmortals have become dependant upon him, fuddenly ad-

«* vanceth death, and exclaimeth, I am Lord." The death offultan

Alia ad Dien happened eleven years, two months, and fcven days

after

» A Garden.'

* A celebrated Perfian. poet;

* An ancient emperor of Perfia;
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after his acceflion to royalty, and on the firfl of Rubbee al Awul,

y^g, in the fixty feventh year of his age. A. D. is?*;

It is related, that fultan Alia ad Dien being aJked how, without

great treafures or armies, he had acquired royalty in fo fhort a fpace ?

replied. By affability to friends and enemies, and fhowing liberality to

all, to the utmoft of his power. Some authors write, that he was -

defcended from Bhamen, one of the ancient kings of Perfia j and

I have feen a pedigree of him, fo derived, in the royal library of

Ahmednuggur : but am inclined to believe, fuch lineage was only

framed upon his acceflion to royalty, by flatterers and poets, and that

his origin was too obfcure to be authentically traced. The appella-

tion of ' Bhamenee, he certainly took in compliment to Kangoh ^'\

Bramin, which is often pronounced Bhamen, and by tribe he was an '

Afghaun. .

* Bhamenee Is a very common corruption of Braminee in the vulgar pronunciation

©f Hindooftan,

u-
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SULTAN

MAHUMMUD SHAW BHAMENEE.

W HEN fultan Mahummud fpread over himfelf, like Solomon,

the royal umbrella, he greatly encreafed the magnificence and fplen-

dour of the court. He fixed a golden ball, fet with jewels, on

which was a bird of paradife compofed ofprecious ftones, at the top

of the umbrella. On the bird's head was a ruby, ineftimable in

value, which had been prefented to the late fUltan by the roy of

Beejanuggur. He added greatly to the train of his attendants, and

divided the nobility and officers into four bands ; appointing each a

flated fervice and time of waiting. He formed a corps of bardars,

whofe employment was to mufter the guards, and condudt perfons

to audience ; alfo one of * two hundred youths, chofen among the

fons of the nobility, to carry the royal armour and weapons ; and in-

ftituted a *' body guard of four thoufand men, under the command of

a nobleman of high rank, who was ftiled meer nobut, or lord of the

watch. Fifty fiUehdars, and a thoufand of the body guard, attended

at the palace daily. Every day, except on Fridays, he gave publick

audience early in the morning, and continued tranfadting bufinefs

till the crier proclaimed noontide prayer, when the court broke up.

Before he afcended the throne, he always proftrated himfelf before

it, out of refpeifl to the memory of his father. The throne was of

filver, placed under a magnificent canopy, on a rich carpet ; and the

court before the hall of audiencs was (haded by an awning of velvet,

brocade, or other fuperb manufad:ure. The governors of his pro-

vinces,
* Tbey were calleH fille'dars or arms-bearers, from their employment,

* This corps was named khaufth khiel, or feledl band.

f
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vinces, he named terrufFdars, or holders of a divifion. In the begin-

ning of his reign, Mallek Syefad Dien Ghoree enjoyed-the diflinction

of fitting in the prefence ; but requeuing to refign this privilege, he

afterwards flood, like the other nobles. The nobut, or band ofmu-
iic, played five times daily, at flated hours j and all perfons, when
introduced to the fultan, knelt and proftrated their foreheads to the

ground. After the diflblution of the houfe of Bhamenee, the fuc-

ceeding princes ufed the umbrella and khootbah ; but none ftruck

coins of gold in their own name, or founded the nobut five times,

except the fultans of Golconda, ftiled Koottub Shawee.

The gold and filver coins of the Bhamenee fultans were of fquarc

form and diiferent value, having on one fide the ' creed of teftimony

and the names of *" the four holy friends. On the other was the

fovereign's title and year of his reign. The Hindoo bankers, at the

inftigation of the roies of Beejanuggur and Telingana, melting all

^which fell into their hands, that the coins of the infidels might alone

be current in Dekkan, the fultan was enraged j and when they per-

fifted in the offence in fpite of his remonflirances, he put all the guilty

to death, and reftrained the bufinefs of exchange to fome Kutteries,

defcendants of Dheilians, who had migrated to Dekkan. After this,

the Bhamenee coins alone were current in the Mahiimmedan do-

minions ; but fince the cefiation of that dynafiry, the coins of the

Hindoo princes have been allowed alfo to pafs univerfally.

Ill the beginning of the reign of fultan Mahummud Shaw, the

roies of Beejanuggur and Telingana demanded from him the territo-

ries which had been wrefted from them by his father, threatening,

in cafe of refufal, to invade his country, and draw upon him the

armies of Dhely. As he was not fure of the attachment of part of

his nobility, and his treafury was low, owing to the great fums

\ ;-;' "- '

,. D - which

» Tlhere is no god but God, and Mahummud is his prophet. -

*" Mahummud, Ali, Aboubekker, Omar.

17
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ad Dien Juneedee for fuccefs in his expedition. On the eleventh he

began his march. On his arrival at Kallean, alTcing an attendant, to

whom he allowed great freedom of fpeech, in what time he might

reach Velumputtun, the wit replied, that if he continued his prefent

fpeed, he might perhaps fee it in twelve months. The fultan*

nettled at the repartee, immediately fele^ed four thoufand horfe

from his army, and proceeded with fuch rapidity, that in the fpace

of a week he advanced near Velumputtun. He then ordered a band
.

of veteran Afghauns to difguife themfelves in torn habits, and repair

to the town, as horfedealers who had been plundered by robbers, in

order to amufe the guards at the gates. The Afghauns, on their

arrival at the town, were queftioned by the guards, and- replied, that

they were merchants who had been plundered by a numerous ban-

ditti not far from the place, and were come to implore proteftion

and juftice from the governor. During this ftory, Mahummud
Shaw rufhed on with a thoufand horfe, and the guards attempted to

ihut the gates, but were prevented by the Afghauns, and flain^ The
fultan now entered the town, and commenced a flaughter of the

inhabitants without mercy. Nagdeo, who expeded nothing lefs

than fuch an enemy, was engaged at an entertainment, and, on

receiving the alarm, fled with precipitation to the citadel, which the

fultan aflaulted without delay j when the young roy, after a faint

oppofition, tried to make his efcape by a poilern, but was taken-

prifoher in the city. In the morning he was queftioned by the

fultari, why he had dared to feize horfes from merchants on their

way to Koolburga ? and making an infolent reply, Mahummud -

Shavv, who had before this refolved to fpare his life, commanded a

pile ofwood to be lighted before the citadel, and putting Nagdeo in
an er^gine, had him fhot from the walls into the flames, in which he
was confumed. The fultan remained fifteen days in the town, and,
as his troops came up, encamped them without the gates, while he '

repofed from his fatigues, and indulged himfelf in pleafure with his

favourites. •

D 2 The
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The fultan, having feized the treafures of Nagdeo, and levied a

heavy contribution from the inhabitants, left Velumputtun, and

returned towards his capital J but the Telingas, w^ho had now col-

led:ed in great force, furrounded him on all quarters, and fo haraffed

his march, that he commanded his tents and baggage to be burnt,

with all his plundei", except jewels and gold. Thus lightened, he

moved in clofe order from dawn till nightfall every day, procuring

from the villages he pafled, fuch proviiions as offered, and pafling •

the night in ftriift vigilance. Heaping on his arms. With all thefe

precautions, the enemy deflroyed fuch numbers of his troops, in

pafles and woods, that of four thoufand, only fifteen hundred men

regained Koolburga. The fultan himfelf received a wound in his

arm, and at Kolaufs was obliged to halt from indiipofition. Here

he was fortunately joined by Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree, with the

main body of his army, when the Telingas were driven back to the

heart of their own country with great llaughter, and feveral places

taken from them ; after which the fultan returned to Koolburga.

The roy of Telingana, enraged at the death of his fon, fent

petitions to the emperor Feerofe Shaw of Dhely, acknowledging

himfelf his vaflal, and promifing, if he would fend a force, to adl

in conjunftion with it, for the recovery of the imperial pofleflions in

Dekkan, and pay alfo a confiderable tribute. In this oifer he was

joined by his ally, the roy of Beejanuggur ; but Feerofe Shaw, being

too much employed with domeflic commotions to affift them, 4id

not attend to their reprefentations.

Mahummud Shaw, hearing of the proceedings of the roies, and

the weaknefs of the court of Dhely, from his fpies, reiblved on the

conqueil of Telingana. Having again committed the charge of

internal government to Mallek Syef ad T>iQn Ghoree, he marched to

Kolaufs, from whence he detached Azim Humaioon, with the troops

of Bieder, towards Golconda, and SufFder Khan, with thofe ofBerar,

againfl
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againft Warunkul, towards which he followed in perfon by regular

marches. The roy of TeHngana, difappointed of affiflance from

Dhely, declined engaging the royal army; and, retiring to the

woods, fent fome of his chiefs with valuable prefents to Bahadur

Khan, entreating his interceflion for peace, which the fultan at iirft

refufed. The roy then difpatched one of his fons to the royal camp,

with declarations of fubmiffion ; when Mahummud Shaw, at the

eameft perfuafions ofhis nobility, confented to agree to fuch terms as

Bahadur Khan fhould judge confiftent with the dignity of his flate.

It was fixed by him, that the roy fhould prefent to the fultan three

hundred elephants, two hundred valuable horfes, and » thirty three

Jacs ofrupees, and that he fhould cede to him the city of Golconda

with its dependancies.

As the fultan had been near two years living with his army in

the country of Telingana, the roy was much diflrefled, and faw no

relief, but in fulfilling the conditions. It was agreed that Mahum-
mud Shaw fhould retreat from the country of Golconda, and that

Bahadur Khan fhould remain at Kolaufs, to receive the offerings of

the roy. Mahummud Shaw, having committed the city ofGolcon-
da to Azim Humaioon, returned towards his capital. From Bieder,

where he halted three months, he difmiffed his nobility and their

troops, to refrefh themfelves from their fatigues, into their feveral

diffa-idls-

21

When the agents of the roy came to Kolaufs, Bahadur Khan
conduded them to the fultan ; who, when they had prefented the
offerings agreeably to treaty, conferred upon them rich kheiauts,

valuable jewels, and fine horfes. Some days after this, the ambaffa-
dors xeprefented to Bahadu^Khan, that if his majefly, fixing the

boundaries of theflate of theiV prince, would fign a treaty, binding
his fucceffors to protea: the r oies of Telingana as their vaflals, they

would

33,ooool,
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would prefent him with a curiofity, worthy only to be laid: at the

feet of a great king. .
-

' :i

Bahadur Khan having communicated their offers to the fultan,

he was impatient to receive the promifed giftj and the ambaffadors,

being introduced, repeated their promife. Alahummud Shaw, find-

ing them fincere, drew up a paper in his own hand, fixing Golconda

as the boundary between its kingdom and the roy's poffelfions, con-

juring his fuccefibrs, as long as the roies of Telingana fhould refrain

from breaking their faith, not to molefl: them. The treaty, being

ratified with his own feal and thofe of the judges and principal nobi-

lity, was given to the ambaffadors. In performance of their pro-

mife, they prefented to the fultan a thfone {et with valuable jewels,

which had been prepared by the roy of Telingana fome years before,

and intended as a prefent to fultan Mahummud Tughluk Shaw of

Dhely.
'

.

Mahummud Shaw was highly fatisfied, and difmiffed the am-
bafladors with great marks of honour and approbation. On his

return to Koolburga, he made a great feftival, and mounted this

throne with much pomp and magnificence, calling it, Firozeh, or

Cerulean. He conferred prefents and honours on thofe who had
merited his notice during the war. The filver throne of his father

was ordered to be laid up in the treafury, as a valuable memorial.

I have heard fome old perfons, who faw the throne Firozeh in

the reign of fultan Mhamood Bhamenee, defcribe it. They faid,

that it was in length nine feet, and three in breadth ; made ofebony,
covered with plates of pure gold, and fet with precious ftones of
immenfe value. The jewels were fa contrived, as to be taken off

and put on with eafe in a fiiort time. Every prince of the houfe of

Bhamenee, who poffeffed this throne, made a point of adding to it

fome richflones; fo that when, in the reign of fultan Mhamood,, it

was
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v^'as taken to pieces, to remove fome of the jewels to be fet In vafes

and cups, the jewellers valued it at one * corore of oons. I learned

alfo, that it was called Firozeh, from being partly enamelled of a

fky colour, which was in time totally concealed by the number of

jewels.

] :
- •- ^•-y. ::

This feftival lafted forty days ; during which the ftri(5lnefs of

religious law was laid alide. The nobility and people followed the

example of the fovereign in fejfhivity and pleafure. At this time, a

number of capital muficians, who had learnt the compofitions of

ameer KhoolTroo, and Khajah Houffun Dhelie, and fome of them

heard thofe great mafters, came, attended by three hundred

fingers, from Dhely to Koolburga. Mahummud Shaw, regarding

their arrival at fuch a jundure as aufpicious, received them with

much attention. One evening, in a feledt affembly, he permitted

Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree, and the " fuddur al fhereef, to fit at

the foot of his throne ; as alfo Bahadur Khan, on whom he confer-

red the title of ameer al amra, and afked his daughter in marriage

for his fon, the prince Mujahid Shaw.

Moollah Daood Biederee, author of the Tofet al Sallateen,

relates, that he was then twelve years of age, and feal-bearer to the

king. He fays, that one evening, when the fpring of the garden of
mirth had infufed the cheek ofMahummud Shaw with the rofy tinge

of delight, a band of muficians fung two verfes of ameer KhoofTroo
in praife of kings, feftivity, and mulic. The fultan was delighted
beyond meafure, and commanded Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree
to give the three hundred performers a draft for a gratuity on the

treafury of the roy of Beejanuggur. The minifter, though he j udged
the order the effedl of wine, in compliance with the humour of the

fultan, wrote it, but did not diipatch it. However, Mahummud
Shaw

^ Nearly four millions fterling.

^ Chief magiftrate.
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Shaw penetrated his thoughts. The next day, he enquired if the

draft had been fent to the roy, and being anfwered, not, exclaimed,

" Think you a word without meaning could efcape my lips ? I did

" not give the order in intoxication, but ferious defign." Mallek

Syef ad Dien upon this affixed the royal feal to the draft, and dif-

patched it by exprefs meffengers to the roy of Beejanuggur. The

roy, haughty and proud of his independance, placed the prefenter of

the draft on an afs's back, and, parading him through all the quarters

of Beejanuggur, fent him back with every mark of contempt and de-

rifion. He alfo gave immediate orders for aiTembling his troops, and

prepared to attack the dominions of the houfe of Bhamenee. With
this intent he marched with thirty thoufand horfe, three thoufand

elephants, and one hundred thoufand foot, to the vicinity of the

fortrefs of * Oodnee ; from whence he fent detachments to deftroy

and lay wafte the country of the faithful.

Mahummud Shaw, as his troops in Bieder and Berar had not yet

refted from the fatigues of a two years campaign, contented himfelf

with calling, for the prefent. Khan Mahummud with the army from

Dowlutabad. He fent his fon, the prince Mujahid Shaw, with a

fifth part of the plunder of Velumputtun, to Shekh Mahummud
. Serauje ad Dien, to be diftributed to fyeds and holy men, afking their

prayers for fuccefs againft the unbelievers. He called together all

the religious of Koolburga, and, upon a Friday went, accompanied

by them, to the grand mofque, where he pronounced, with much
earneftnefs of heart, a form of invocation for the fuccefs of the army

of Iflaam. He then fixed upon the lucky inftant of march, and
ordered his camp to be pitched without the city.

The roy of Beejanuggur, by this time wasi notwithftanding the

rainy feafon and inundation of the Killna, arrived before the fortrefs

of Mudkul, to which he laid fiege with much vigour. The gar-

rifon,

• Now called Adoni, alfo Imtiauz.Gh«r, nowpoflefled by TIppoo Saheb.
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rifon, confifting of fix hundred men, ofapproved valour, left nothing

undone for the defence of the place ; but the governor, a relation of

Maliek Syef ad Dien Ghoree, having impofed fome feverities on the

troops, difaffearion arofe among them, and the officers grew negledlful

of their duty. In confequence, the fort fell into the hands ofthe

enemy, who, with a rancorous cruelty, put men, women, and child-

ren to the fword, without fparing any. One man only efcaped;

who brought intelligence of the capture to the fultan. •

Mahummud Shaw, on hearing it, was feized with a tranfport of

grief and rage, in which he commanded the unfortunate melTenger

to be inftantly put to death ; exclaiming, that he never could bear in

his prefence, a wretch, who could furvive the fight of the llaughter

of fo many brave companions. The fame day, without waiting for

the jund:ion of his whole army, (in the month of Jemmad al Avvul,

767) he began his march, and took a folenjn oath, that till hefhould A.D. 1365.

have put to death one. hundred thoufand infidels, as an expiation for

the maflacre of the faithful, he would never fheath the fword of

holy war, nor refrain from flaughter. When he reached the banks

of the Kiftna, he fwore by the power who had created and exalted

him to dominion, that eating or fleep fhould be unlawful for him,

till he hacf crofl'ed that river in face of the enemy, by the blefling of

heaven routed their army, and gladdened the fouls of the martyrs of

Mudkul with the blood of their murderers. He then appointed his

fon Mujahid Shaw to fucceed him, and Maliek Syef ad Dien regent

of his kingdom. He refigned all his elephants, except twenty, to the

prince, gave him his advice, and fent him back to Koolburga. He
then croflTed the river, with nine thoufand. chofen horfe, without,

delay,
j

The roy of Beejanuggur, notwithftanding his vafi: army, was fo

alarmed, that he fent ofifall his treafure, valuable baggage, and.

elephants towards his capital, intending to engage the next morning,

E or
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or retreat, as he fhould find it advifeable. The night being flormy

and heavy rain falling, the elephants and other bealls of burthen

Ituck frequently in the mud, and were not able to advance above

four miles from the camp. Mahummud Shaw heard of the enemy's

movement during the night, and immediately marched towards them,

leaving his encampment ilanding. Towards the dawn he arrived at

the roy's camp, and the alarm being given, fo great was the confu-

fion, that the infidels fled with the utmofl precipitation towards the

fortrefs of Oodnee, leaving every thing behind them. Mahummud
Shaw entered the camp of their market and baggage, putting all

to death, without any diftindion s and it is faid, that the flaughter

amounted to feventy thoufand men, women, and children. Accord-

ing to the Tofet al Sallateen, two thoufand elephants, three hundred

pieces of cannon, feven hundred Arabian horfes, and a " finghaufen

fet with jewels, were included in the royal fhare of plunder. The
reft of the efFe(5ts were left to the ofiicers and foldiers.

Sultan Mahummud, regarding this vidlory as the on^en of others,

after pafling the rains near Mudkul, and being reinforced by Khan

Mahummud from Dowlutabad, marched againft the infidels towards

Oodnee ; in the plains of which, on the banks of the Tummedra,

the roy of Beejanuggur had taken up his ftation in his own territories ;

having given the command of Oodnee to his fifter's fon. Here he

had colledled a great army, and brought elephants, and all the

iplendid infignia of empire, from Beejanuggur.

Mahummud Shaw, by the advice of Khan Mahummud, did not

fit down before Oodnee. He coUedied a train of artillery, which,

till now, had never been employed by the faithful in Dekkan, of

which he gave the command to Mukkrib Khan, fon of Suff^der Khan

Syeftaanee, and attached to him a number of Turks and Europeans,

well acquainted with fireworking. As it was common for bands of

\ thieves

j

* A litter in form of a griffin or tiger.
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thieves to fteal into the camp at night, and murder and maim men

and horfes, he commanded all the elephants taken from the roy. to be

fent to Koolburga, defiring the officers to return all their baggage to

that place, except what was abfolutely neceflary. The artillery was

placed round the camp, held together by ftrong ropes and chains

every night, and regular patroles and rounds obferved.

In a fhort time the fultan crofTed the Tummedra, and entered the

domains of Beejanuggur ; which were now, for the firft time, in-

vaded by a Mahummedan fovereign in perfon. Roy Kiflien Roy, on

receiving the intelligence, called together all the firfl nobles of his

court, and confulted on the beft mode of oppofing the muffulmauns.

It was agreed, that Hoje Mul, a maternal relation to the iroy, and

commander of his armies, fhould have the condud: of the war. Hoje

Mul, vain to excefs on receiving his command, afked the roy if he

fhould bring the prince of the muffulmauns alive a prifoner into his

prefence, or prefent him only his head upon a fpear. Kifhen Roy
replied, that a living enemy, in any fituation, was not agreeable,

therefore, he had better put him to death as foon as he fliould take

him. Hoje Mul, having received his difmiffion, marched to oppdle

Mahummud Shaw, with forty thoufand horfe and five hundred thou-

fand foot. He commanded the bramins to deliver every, day to the

troops, difcourfes on the meritorioufnefs of flaughtering the mahum-
medans, in order to excite zeal for expelling them. He ordered
them to defcribe the butchery of "cows, the infults to facred imao-es

and deftroying of temples, pra<3:ifed by the true believers.

Mahummud Shaw, when the enemy arrived within fifteen cofs of
his camp, commanded his general. Khan Mahummud, to mufler
the troops ; who were found to be fifteen thoufand horfe and fifty

thoufand foot. Ten thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot, with
all the artilFery, he advanced under Khan Mahummud Khan. On

E 2 tlie

' They are regarded as facred by the Hindoos.
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the fourteenth of Zeekaud the armies of light and darknefs met.

From the dawn till four in the afternoon, like the waves of the

ocean, they continued in warm confiift with each other, and great

numbers were Ilain on both fides. Moofeh Khan, and Eeefeh Khan,

who commanded the right and left wings of Khan Mahummud's
line, drank the fherbet of martyrdom, and their troops broke ; which

misfortune had nearly given a fatal blow to the army of Iflaam. At

this inflant Mahummud Shaw appeared, with three thouiand frefh

horfe. This reflored the fpirits of Khan Mahummud, as alfo of the

difordered troops, who rallied, and joined him. Mukkrib Khan,

advancing with the artillery, was not wanting in execution, greatly

difordcring the enemy's horfe and foot. He afked leave to charge,

and complete the rout. Khan Mahummud, upon this, detached a

number of the nobility to fupport him, and permitted him to ad-

vance J which he did with fuch rapidity, that the infidels had no

time to ufe fireworks, but came' to fhort weapons, as fwords and

daggers. At this time, an elephant, named * Sheer Shikar, belong-

ing to Khan Mahummud, refufed the guidance of his driver, and

rufhed into the center of the enemy's line, where he was flopped by

the elephants of Hoje Mul Roy, and his driver was killed. Khan
Mahummud, with five hundred horie, followed, and the elephant

becoming unruly, turned upon the enemy, throwing their ranks

into confufion. Hoje Mul Roy, after receiving a mortal wound,

fled, and his followers no longer made refiflance. The infidels,

feeing their center broke, fled on all fides. The fcymetars of the

faithful were not yet fheathed from flaughter, when the royal um-
brella appeared. The fultan gave orders to renew the maflacre of

the unbelievers. They were executed with fuch flridnefs, that

pregnant women, and even children at the breaft, did not efcape

the fword.*"

Mahummud

i

» The tiger hunter.

•> It may not be unneceflary here to mention, that the wives of foldlers and other

females accompany an Indian army.

%
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' Mahummud Shaw halted a week on the field, and difpatched

accounts of his vidtory to his own dominions. In performance of

his vow of maflacre, he next marched towards the camp

Roy, who thinking himfelf unable to oppofe, notwithfi:a]iding his

numerous force, fled to the woods and mountains for fheltjsr. The

fultan followed him from place to place for three months,

death all who came in his way, without diftinftion.

Kifhen Roy took the road of Beejanuggur, his capital,

purfuing, fpon arrived with his army near the city. The

the night hovered round the camp giving abufive languagij, but not

daring to attack. At the end of a month, the fultan, finding it im-

poffible to take the city, or draw the enemy out of their works to

engage, pretended violent illnefs, and gave orders to retreat ; which

were put into execution. The army having moved, Kifhen Roy
with his troops followed from the city, conftantly hovering on all

fides, fliouting, and crying, " Your king is deadj the prayers of
*' our bramins have been accepted, and we will not fufFer a finglc

*' man of you to efcape to his own country." In this inanner the

army crofi"ed the Tummedra, followed on every fide by the enemy.-_

At length, the fultan entered a fpacious plain, where he commanded
a halt ; and Kifhen Roy alfo encamped at no great diflance. Ma-
hummud Shaw, now finding opportunity convenient to his wifhes,

thought proper to give a general audience, that the fufpicions of his

indifpofition might be removed from the troops, who were fome-
what difpirited, being all, except a few confidential officers, unac-
quainted with the flratagem. He retired early, under pretence of

- weaknefs, and calling the principal nobility into privacy, command-
ed them to arm their troops, and wait his orders at a certain place,
to which, about midnight, he repaired armed ; and after forming the
troops into various parties, proceeded to furprife the enemy.

Kifhen Roy and his officers had pafl*ed the night in drinking, and
the amufement of dancing girls and fingers. They were fatigued

with

/
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With pleafure, and drowned in fleep; from which they were

awakened in the dawn of morning, by the groans of the dying, and

the fhouts of the faithful warriors piercing the heavens. Kifher^..

Roy, finding it vain to keep any order among his affrighted troops,

fled with his people in difhonour ; and did not draw back his reins,

till he reached his capital of Beejanuggur.

Mahummud Shaw acquired immenfe treafures from the plunder

of the camp. About ten thoufand of the enemy were flain in the

purfuit ; but this did not fatisfy the rage of the fultan, who com-
manded the inhabitants of every place round Beejan\iggur to be

maflacred without mercy. The bramins and principal Hindoo

officers, feeing fuch devaftation, rofe againft Kifhen Roy, com-
plaining that his reign was inaulpicious over them, that their honour

was loft, ten thoufand bramins had been flain, and not a remnant of

population would be left. Kifhen Roy replied, that he had done

nothing without their advice, but that he had no power to controul

fate, and was ready to accede to whatever they advifed. Upon
which they defired him to make peace, as his father had done, with,

the muffulmauns, and endeavour to appeafe them. Kifhen Roy ac-

cordingly difpatched ambaffadors to the fultan, confefling his errors,

and entreating pardon and peace 5 but was refufed by Mahummud
Shaw,

At this time, a favourite remarked to the fultan, that he had

only fworn to flaughter one hundred thoufand Hindoos, and not

totally to deflroy their race. The fultan replied, that though twice

the number of his vow might have been flain, yet tilf the roy fhould

fubmit and fatisfy the muficians, he would not pardon him, or

fpare the lives of his fabjeds. To this, the ambaffadors, who had

full powers, immediately agreed, and the money was paid at the in-

ftant, Mahummud Shaw then faid, •* Praife be to God, that what
*• I ordered
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« I ordered has been performed. I would not let a light word be

*' recorded of me in the pages of time."
1

|

The ambafladors, feeing the fultan pleafed, bowed their fore-

heads to the ground, and befought him to hear from them a few

words. Being permitted to fpeak, they obferved, that no religion

commanded to punilh the innocent for the crimes of the guilty, but

particularly helplefs women and children ; if Kiflien Roy had been

faulty, the poor and wretched had not been partakers, in his crimes.

Mahummud Shaw replied, that the decrees of providence had fo

ordered, and that he had no power to alter them. The ambaffadors

then faid, that as the Beftower ofkingdoms had conferred upon him

the regions of Dekkan, it was probable that his fucceffors and the

princes of Carnatic might long remain neighbours to each other,

which made it advifeable, to avoid cruelties in future quarrels,

that a treaty fhould be made not to flaughter the helplefs and wretch-

ed inhabitants. Mahummud Shaw was ftruck by their remarks, and

took an oath, that he would not in future put to death a lingle enemy

after vidory, and would bind his fucceffors to obferve the fame

lenity. From that time to * this, it had been the general cuftom ia

Dekkan to fpare the lives of prifoners in war, and not to fhed the

blood of an enemy's unarmed fubjedts. Mahummud Shaw, after he

had received fatisfaclion in all his demands, returned with his vic-

torious army to Koolburga. He on his way, vifited fhekh Serauje

ad Dien, to whofe prayers, and the charities fent to Mecca with his

mother, he attributed all his fucceffes over the Hindoos,

31

Mahummud Shaw had not remained above five days at his

capital, when he was obliged to advance the royal ftandard towards
"

-

]

Dowlutabad,

» It might have been fo when Ferlfhta wrote, but modem warriors have too often

ftained their vi<aories with unneceflary flaughter, efpecially Tippoo Saheb ; for which
he has been puniflied by our arms, in fpite of the pity of fome Britons, in oppofition,
who feem to have had more falfe compaflion for him, than true for their own unfor-
tunate countrymen, made captives in defending the glory of England.
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Bahram Khan, upon receipt of the fultan's ordersi confulted

with Geodeo. That chief obferved, that Mahummud Shaw was

haughty, and jealous of authority, fo that, after having offended him
by fuch adts of difobedience, it was by no means prudent to rely on

his mercy ; therefore, as they poflefled fuch a fortrefs as Dowlutabad,

and the raja of Buggellana and chiefs of Berar were in their intereft,

it was fafer not to flop, but take every meafure to bring their defigns

to a fuccefsful conclufion, by rendering themfelves independant.

Bahram Khan, by the fpecious infligations of Geodeo, attended not

to the fultan's admonitions, but encreafed his preparations for refifl-

ance. Syed Jeliall ad Dien and Shaw Mallek returned to the fultan,

and laid before him the obflinate and infolent behaviour of the

rebel.

Mahummud Shaw became filled with rage at this reiterated dif.

refpedt, and, upon his return from Beejanuggur to Koolburga, dif-

patched Mufnud Ali Khan Mahummud with the bulk of his army,

intending to follow himfelf fhortly after, and enjoy the amufement of

hunting on his march. Bahram Khan, with Geodeo and many of
the chiefs of Berar and Buggellana, moved to Puttun; where,

opening the hand of Hberality, they colledted a great croud of needy

adventurers, eager ofopportunity. Mufnud Ali, who was a veteran

of much experience and tried abilities, not thinking it advjfeable to

engage haflily, halted at Seugaum. Bahram Khan made an attempt

to furprize his camp j but, finding the royalifts on their guard, re-

treated without effecting his defign. Mufnud Ali, from this, pene-
trated the inability of the enemy, and marched againft them. At
the fame time he difpatched accounts of his defign to Mahummud
Shaw, then engaged in the pleafures of the chafe in the hills on his

frontiers, informing him, that under the royal aufpices, he fhould on
fuch a day attack the camp of the rebels.

Mahummud

3J
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Mahummud Shaw, upon receipt of the general's letter, refolved

to advance with his attendants, in all about three hundred. His

minifters were alarmed for his fafety, and reprefented, that as from

Mufnud' All's difpatches the enemy appeared to be in great force, it

would be prudent to advance flowly, fo that the nobility and army

might be at hand to attack the rebels with the whole of the royal

power. The fultan allowed the propriety oftheir reafoning, but faid,

that it interfered with his refolution : that as he had, with only a

thoufand horfe, penetrated the very center ofTelingana, and punifhed

his enemies, alfo, with only nine thoufand horfe, drove the hods of

Beejanuggur to the receffes of the hills and woods, and returned fuc-

cefsful to the extent of his deiires, three hundred were fufficient to

repel rebels. He, immediately after, mounted his favourite fteed

Shubdeez, and moved with fuch expedition, that he reached Puttun

at the inflant when Bahram Khan had drawn up to engage the rebels.

The news of the fultan's arrival was foon fpread abroad, and the raja

of Buggellana, clapping the fpur of flight to his horfe, deferted the

enemy, and was followed by all his dependants. Bahram Khan and

Geodeo were confounded at the chances of fortune. Without

attempting to oppofe, or drawing a lingle bow on the royalifts, they

fled from the field, and pofted with confufed expedition to feek

fhelter in the fortrefs of Dowlutabad. Mahummud Shaw, while the

troops were plundering the rebel's camp, arrived with feventy fol-

lowers and fome elephants, and, at the requeft of Khan.Mahummud,
encamped on the field till the next day. He conferred his approba-

tion, with marks of honour, on the troops. In the morning he

moved with fuch rapidity, that before evening he arrived before

Dowlutabad, and took meafures for commencing the fiege.

Bahram IChan and Geodeo now awoke from their dream of

pride, and were at a lofs how to adl. During the night they

quitted the fort, and coming to the houfe of fhekh Ein ad Dien,

bsfought his advice, whether to maintain the fort againft the fultan,

or

I
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or fly. The fhekh replied, that as they had fought an afylum from

him, he would give them fmcerely fuch counfel as tended to their

welfare. He faid, that retiring to the fortrefs, and {hutting them-

felves up, was far from prudent ; that they had better take their

wives and children by the hand, and, difregarding their efFedts,

make their efcape, while they had it in their power, to Guzarat.

They complied with his advice, and fent meflages to their fami- i

lies defirino- them to repair to the fhekh's without delay. The

women, who had previoufly received hints of the deiign, brought

with them horfes, and neceffaries for flight. The fhekh, fpreading

his hands over the heads of Bahram Khan and Geodeo, delired them

to depart, faying, that by the blefling of God they would be fafe

;

after which they haftened towards Guzarat^ . i

Mahummud Shaw, in the morning hearing of their elcape,

purfued them with four hundred horfe ; but, not overtaking the

fugitives, returned in high wrath to Dowlutabad againfl fliekh Ein

ad Dien, with whom he was before diflatisfied on the following

account. Sultan Mahummud had demanded a declaration of alle-

giance from all the religious of his kingdom, who had univerfally

made it, except the fhekh, who refufed, becaufe the king drank

wine, and was guilty of fome errors repugnant to the divine law.

The fultan now fent a meffenger to order him to his prefence, and

perform his allegiance, or give an aflfurance under his own hand of

his aflerit. The fhekh wrote in reply, that once, a fcholar, a * iyed,

and a proflitute were taken prifoners together by infidels, who
promifed to give them quarter, if they would fall proflrate before

their idols j or if not, put them to inflant death. The fcholar agree-

ably to the cafififlry of mental refervation, performed the ceremony,

and the fyed followed his example. When it came to the turn of

the proflitute, fhe faid, I have been all my life committing crimes,

and am neither a fcholar nor a fyed to atone for this iin by my other

F 2
I

virtues^

? Defcendant of Mahummud,
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-virtues. She refufed to proftrate, and was put to death. The fhekh

obferved, that his cafe was like her's, that he was refigned to the

fultan's refentment, but would neither come into his prefence, nor

take oaths of allegiance. Mahummud Shaw was enraged, and com-

manded him to quit the city. The fhekh obeyed immediately ; and

repaired to' the tomb of * fhekh Boorahan ad Dien, upon which he

feated himfelf, and exclaimed. Where is the man who will drive

me from hence ? The fultan, admiring the refolution of the fhekh,

repented of his paffion, and fent the following verfe to him by the

fuddur al fhereef, *' I am fubmiffive to thee, be thou fubmiflive to

** me.

The fhekh replied, that if fultan Mahummud " Ghazee would,

like his father, promote the obfervance of religious laws, difcourage

vice from his dominions, abflain from drinking wine in publick, and

permit the judges to execute the laws of the faith againft criminals,

no one would be dearer to him. He alfo fent the following verfes,

written in his own hand: ** While I live I would do nought but

** good. I can have no views but loyalty and attachment. Even to

** thofe who have done evil againfl me, if in my power, I would
•* only do good." Mahummud Shaw was much pleafed with the

name of Ghazee, given him by the fhekh, and commanded it to be

added to his titles.!

Having committed the government of Mheerut to Khan Mahum-
mud, he returned to Koolburga ; where, upon his arrival, he com-

manded all the diflilleries in his dominions to be deilroyed, and

engaged earneflly in promoting flridl obfervance of religious laws.

The banditti of Dekkan, famous through all countries for their

daring

» A f^nt much venerated In Dekkan.
i> Engaging in war from religious motives againft infidels. It is a title aflbmed by

all Mahummedan fovereigns.

< May we not call this fhekh the Thomas a Becket ofDekkan i
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daring robberies on caravans, he determined to root out entirely.

For this purpofc, the royal mandate was iflued to the governors of

all the provinces to ufe the utmoft vigilance in clearing their coun-

tries of thieves and highwaymen, by putting all to death without

diftindion, and to fend their heads to the capital, as proofs of their

obedience. Such expedition was made ufe of, that in fix or {even-

months there remained not a fign of thefe offenders in his kingdom.

Near eight thoufand heads were brought to Koolburga from different

parts, and were piled up in heaps near the city, as examples of the

royal juflice.

Sultan Mahummud Shaw, who had attended to his internal

government at the admonitions of fhekh Ein ad Dien, conflantly

kept up a friendly correfpondence with that venerable perfonage,

and obferved towards him great attention and refpedl. The fhekh,
in his turn, frequently fent exhortations and admonitions, in which
he did not refrain from delivering his fentiments with honeft freedom.

As the roies of Beejanuggur and Telingana, with all the zemin-
dars of Dekkan, were now confined in the path of obedience and
fubmiffion, and did not neglecSt to remit their ftipulated tributes, the
extent of the kingdom was free from trouble or diforders. Sultaa
Mahummud Shaw laid afide ideas effurther conquefts, and employed
himfelf in promoting the happinefs of his people, and to make his
territories flourifh. Every year he made a tour of one quarter or
other of his dominions, attended by the governor of it, who efcorted
him back to the capital. The excurfion was employed' in invefti-

gating the ftate of the provinces, redreffing complaints, forming
plans of publick utility, and the pleafures of the chafe. During the
reign of Mahummud Shaw all ranks of people repofed on the
couches of fecurity, and enjoyed the fulnefs of eafe and pleafure.
Senfible of the value of a juft king, they were grateful and obe-
dient to his authority, and prayed earneftly for his long reigning over

them.
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them. But as the wolfofdeath, greedy ofprey, conftantly felzes a
frefh * Jofeph, and a Jacob becomes plunged in grief, the claws of

the favage darted on the vidtim of his life, and on the nineteenth of

A. D. 1374. Zeekaud, yy6, fnatched him from the abode of this vain world, and

overwhelmed mortals, like Jacob for his fon, in lamentations and

tears for his lofs. He was buried by the fide of his father, and
** All is vanity," was written on his tomb. Happy the reign that

pafTed like his, and the king, ofwhom fuch memorials have remain-

ed ! He was refpeded in his hfe, and at his death remembered
by his virtues.

According to the Seruaje al Towarekh, fuch great treafures and

numbers of elephants, as were coUedted in the houfehold ofMahum-
mud Shaw, were never enjoyed by any other prince of the houfe of

Bhamenee. In his time, there were belonging to himi, of great and

fmall, male and female elephants, three thoufand ; and in the reign

of any other fultan, we read of never more than two. The fums

accumulated by him, according to the fame book, exceeded thofe

acquired by other princes a full half. No prince before him ever fo

far reduced the roies and zemindars of Carnatic, from whom he

wrefted much of the accumulated riches of feven hundred years. It

is computed that near five hundred thoufand unbelievers fell by the

fwords of the warriors, in defence of the faith of Iflaam j by which

the diftrifts of Carnatic were fo laid w^fle, that they did not recover

their natural population for feveral '' kerruns. Mahummud Shaw
reigned feventeen years.

|

* The brothers of Jofeph, agreeably .to thfe Mahummedan tradition, told Jacob,

that he was deftroyed by a wolf.

'' Kerrun is a period often years.

SULTAN
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SULTAN

MUJAHID SHAW BHAMENEE.

m^mmm

Sultan Mujahld Shaw, fon of Mahummud Shaw by the daugh-

ter of Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree, on the death of his father fat

on the throne of Dekkan. He was of great bodily flrength, tall of

flature, and in dignity and majefly of afped: exceeded all the princes

of his family. He was unrivalled in valour, fortitude, and flrength

of conflitution. He fpoke the Turkifh language elegantly, and his

favourite companions were Turks and Perfians. He was fond of

archery from his infancy ; and would conv^rfe ofnothing but difcipline

and arms. While a youth, he broke open the door of his father's

treafury, and taking from it fome bags of gold, divided the whole

among his play-fellows. The treafurer difcovering the theft, in-

formed Muhummud Shaw ; who, enraged at fuch vicious condu<ft,

fent Mubarik, his * betel carrier, to call the prince before him.

Upon his arrival in the prefence, he faw his father angry, and

gueffed the caufe ; but, unable to excufe himfelf, remained filent,

though he received from the angry fultan fome fevere iftrokes with a

whip, that drew blood. When he was difmiifed, he went aind com-
plained of Mubarik to his mother -, obferving, that if he had! inform-

ed him of the affair, he could have made her his interceflbrJ or have
contrived an excufe to evade going to his father's prefence, till his

paffion was abated. The princefs obferved, that the fervant was not

in fault, as obedience to the fultan was his duty. The prince made
no reply, and took care to ftifle every fign of refentment againft

Mubarik, to whom he behaved with more attention and kindnefs

than

• An aromatic leaf, chewed by the people of India.
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than he had ever fhown before. At the end of a week, he took an

opportunity of telling him, with much art, that he had heard he

was blefled with remarkable bodily ftrength, and had overcome the

moft celebrated wreltlers by the force of his grafp, on which account

he had a defire to try a fall. Mubarik, to pleafe the prince, con-

fented ; and a ftruggle enfued, in which Mujahid Shaw threw him

to the ground with fuch force, that in the fall he broke his neck,

and died immediately. The prince was then in his fourteenth year.

Mujahid Shaw acceded to the throne in his nineteenth year.

Immediately upon his acceffion, he made a pilgrimage to Dowluta-

bad, in order to pay his refpedts at the tomb of fliekh Boorahan ad

Pien ; and having chofen fliekh Zien ad Dien for his fpiritual direc-

tor, returned to his capital. As he was jealous of the power of Khan

Mahummud, he appointed Azim Humaioon governor ofDowlutabad

in his room, and recalled him to the prefence. He wrote to Kiflien

Roy, raja of Beejanuggur, that as fbme forts and diftrid:s, between

the Kiilnah and Tummedra rivers, were held by them in participa-

tion, which occafioned conflant difagreements, he muftfor the future

limit his confines to the Tummedra, and give up all on the eaftern

fide to him, with the fort of Beekapore, and fome other places.

Kiflien Roy anfwered to this demand, that the forts of Roijore,

Mudkul, and others on the banks of the Kifl:nah, had for ases

belonged to his family, therefore the fultan would do wifely to fur-

render them, confine himfelf to the boundary of the Kiftnah, and

refl:ore the elephants which fultan Mahummud Shaw had obtained

from the ill behaviour of his fervants ; by which conceffions their

difgufl:s might be changed into friendfliip.

Mujahid Shaw, on receipt of this infblent anfwer, opened the
treafures of his father, and made great additions to his army. lie
cntnifted the management of civil affairs to Mallek Syef ad Dien
Ghoree, and rcfolved to march to Beejanuggur. When the troops

of
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of Dowlutabad, Bieder and Berar were coUedled, he moved, car-

rying with him a great treafure, and five hundred elephants. Hav-
ing croffed the Kiftnah and Tummedra, he arrived before the fortrefs

of Oodnee, in ftrength unequalled in Dekkan, which he ordered

SufFuer Khan Syeftaanee to befiege with the army of Berar, and fent

the ameer al amra Bahadur Khan and Azim Humaioon, with their

troops, onwards. Upon hearing that Kifhen Roy was encamped on

the bank of the Tummedra, he advanced in perfon towards that

river, by flow marches, and with great caution. The Hindoo

prince, on the approach of the advanced army, and the motions of

the fultan, made preparations for an engagement.

Mujahid Shaw, upon his march, was informed by fome zemindars,

of an enormous tiger that daily committed great ravages, infomuch

that, as a road lay near his den, many travellers had been killed by

him, and paflengers had, through dread, now left off going the

path. Being fond of hunting, he commanded them to conduct him
to the foreft near his den, which they did. The fultan forbad any

'

perfon entering without permifiion, and with feven attendants only on
foot, advanced into the foreft. The tiger foon perceived them, and

roaring horribly, ftalked towards them. Mujahid Sha\y commanded
his attendants to referve their weapons, and going on fome paces, let

"Hy an arrow, which entered the fide of the favage animal, who
inilantly fell down dead. The fultan declared, that had he miffed

his aim, it was his refolution to have attacked the tiger with fword
and dagger. As it was extraordinary that one arrow only fhould kill

him, he commanded his attendants to open the body, that he might
view what entrail had been pierced. This being done, the arrov/

was found fluck into the heart.

41

The idolaters of Beejanuggur, upon hearing of this exploit, were

ftr^ck with dread. Though they had advanced, refolved to give

battle, they altered their intentions, and determined now on keeping

G clofe
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clofe In the woods, from the cover of which they might annoy the

faithful, and be themfelves fecure. With this view Kifhen Roy
quitted Beejanuggur to his miniilers, and, with his army, entered

the forefts to the Ibuth of the city.

Mujahid Shaw, having heard great praifes of the beauty of the

city, advanced to Beejanuggur : but thinking it too flrong to befiege

at prefent, he moved in purfuit of the enemy in tl:ie field. Kifhen

Roy fled through the woods and hills towards * Seet Bunder Ramef-

far, followed by the fultan, who cut paflages for his cavalry through

forefts before inacceffible. In this manner the roy fled from place to

place, for fix months, but never dared to appear without the woods.

It was in vain that the favourites of the fultan reprcfented the purfuit

as fruitlefs, and deftrudtive to the troops. He would not delill. At

lafl:, his good fortune prevailed. The health of Kifhen Roy and his

family became affedted by the noxious air of the woods, and they

were warned to quit them by the phyflcians. Kifhen Roy had enter-

tained hopes that the fultan would have been taken ill from the un-

wholefome climate, and, inilead of himfelf, been obUged to retreat.

Driven by neceflity, he retired by fecret paths to his capital of Bee-

januggur. The fultan difpatched an army after him ; while he

iiimfelf, with the ameer al amra Bahadur Khan, and five thoufand

men, went to amufe himfelf with the fight of Seet Bunder Rameflar*

The fultan at this place repaired a mofque, which had been built

by the officers of fultan Alia ad Dien Khiljee. He broke down many
temples of the idolaters, and laid wafle the country ; after which he

haftened with ail expedition to Beejanuggur. To that city there

were two roads, one fit for the paflage of armies, the other narrow

and difficult. As the former was hntd with ambufhes, he chofe the

latter ; through which he marched with a feledt body of troops, and

appeared

• A port on the Coromandel coafl-, oppofite the ifiand of Ceylon, and efteeracd

facred by the Hindoos, as the fcene of great exploits of their god Ram.
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appeared fuddenly in the fuburbs of the city. Kiflien Roy was

aftonifhed at his boldnefs, and fent myriads of his people to defend

the ftreets. The lultan drove them before him, and gained the bank

of a piece of water, which only now divided him from the citadel,

in which Kifhen Roy reiided. Near this was an eminence, upon

which ftood a temple, covered with plates of gold and lilver, fet

with jewels, much venerated by the Hindoos, and called in the

language of the country, Puttuk. The fultan, efteeming the deftruc-

tion of it as a religious obligation, afcended the hill, and, having

razed the temple, poffeffed himfelf of the precious metals and

jewels.

The idolaters, upon feeing theirobjedt ofveneration deftroyed, raifed

their {hrieks and lamentations to the fky. They obliged Kifhen Roy to

head them, and advanced refolutely in aflonilhing numbers. Upon
which the fultan formed his difpofition. He laid afide his umbrella,,

and with one ofhis arms-bearers, anAfghaunnamed Mhamood, croffed

a fmall rivulet to obferve the numbers and motions of the infidels. A,

Hindoo, who knew the fultan from the horfe he rode, refolved, by

revenging the deftrudtion of his gods and country,, to gain irnmortal

reputation for himfelf. He moved unperceived through the hollows

and broken ground, along the bank of the rivulet, had gained the

plain, and was charging towards the fultan on full fpeed, when
Mujahid Shaw, at a lucky inftant perceiving him, made a fign to

Mhamood Afghaun, who without delay charged the Hindoo. Mha—
mood's horfe rearing, he fell to the ground. His antagonift, having

every advantage, was on the point of putting him to deatb, when
fultan Mujahid Shaw advanced with the quicknefs of lightning. The
Hindoo, changing his objedl, aimed a heavy ftroke at the fultan,

giving at the fame inftant a (hout of triumph, which made the fpec-

tators believe his blow was ei?ed:ual. Luckily, a helmet of iron

faved the head of the fultan, who now infli(5ted fuch a wound on his

enemy, that he was divided fxom the ihoulder to the navel, and fell

G 2 dead
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dead from his horfe j upon which the fultan remounted Mhamood,
and joined his army on the other fide of the rivulet, amid the accla-

mations of his friends and admiration of the enemy, who could not

withhold their applaufe for fuch gallantry and valour.

Kiihen Roy advancing with his army, the fultan committed his

right and left wings to the ameer al amra Bahadur Khan and Azim
Humaioon. SufFder Khan advancing with the fireworks, began the

attack, and, after much ftruggle and flaughter, the enemy were put

to flight. The conquerors had fcarce repofed from their fatigue,

wher>the brother ofKifhen Roy, arrived at the city from his govern-

ment, with a reinforcement of twenty thoufand horfe, and a vaft

army of foot. Kifhen Roy, having collected his broken troops,

marched once more againft the fultan. Great inflances of valour

were ihewn on both fides, and numberlefs foldiers fell in each army.

Mukkrib Khan, with many principal officers, drank the fherbet of

martyrdom. Sultan Mujahid Shaw engaged in perfon in all parts of

the line. Wherever he charged, the enemy fled before him, like

ilocks of {heep before the fharp-fanged wolf. He tempered the clay

with the blood of his enemies. Wherever he guided the reins ofhis

iable fleed, the idolaters were proflrated under his fpear.

Daood Khan, who had been left with fix thoufand horfe and a

great body of foot, to keep pofl'effion of a poft called Dhunna Sodra,

learning that the engagement had begun at dawn, and that the

enemy were not yet difperfed -, alfo, that new fuccours were coming
to them every inflant, was alarmed for the fafety of the fultan. He
quitted his fl:ation, and joined the battle, in which he behaved with

aftonifijing gallantry. He was three times obliged to difmount, his

horlcs being wounded, and to fight on foot. The fultan, on feeing

the ftandard of Daood Khan, was enraged ; but llifled his difpleafure

till the gale cf vi(5^ory had waved the flandards of the faithful. He
then called Daood Khan before him, gave him a harlh reprimand for

quitting
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quitting a ftation, fo important, that fliould the enemy gain pofTeflion,

not a muffuhnaun could make his efcape-from the city.

The fultan now fent a body of troops to fecure the poll, but the

enemy had taken advantage of Daood Khan's abfence, and obtained

poffeffion; of which, the officers, feeing them too ftrong to be

attacked, fent advice to the fultan. Mujahid Shaw, who though he

had flain forty thoufand of the enemy, yet had loft great numbers of

his own army, did not think proper to remain longer where he was,

and moved towards Dhunna Sodra. The enemy fled on the fight of

his ftandards. He then, with a choice body, remained in perlbn at

the entrance of the pafs, until his whole army had crofled in fafety,

as he judged Kilhen Roy would harafs his retreat. All who have

beheld this country acknowledge, that fultan Mujahid Shaw, in this

expedition, performed an ad;ion fcarcely pofllble but from the hand

of providence.

The country of Kurrah, called alfo Carnatic, is in length from

north to fouth, from the Kiftnah to Seet Bunder Rameflar, * fix

hundred cofs, and its breadth from weft to eaft one hundred and fifty,

along the ihores of the Indian ocean to the borders of Telingana.

The people fpeak, fome the Kuzzi, and fome the Teling language

;

and are fo brave, that they advance to battle with fongs and dances

;

but their ardour does not laft for any time. The country is fuU of
faftneffes and woods, almoft impenetrable to troops. The princes of

the houfe of Bhamenee maintained themfelves by fuperior valour

onlyi

» Twelve hundred miles ; but this mufl: be, I fancy, an exaggeration. Major Ren-
nell, in his Memoir, fays, the Carnatic anciently comprized all that part of the penin-

fula fouth of the Gondegama and Tungbedra rivers, from the ccaft of Coromandel
eaftward, to the Gaut mountains weftward, and was divided into Balla Gaut and
Payen Gaut, or the upper and lower Gauts ; the former being the weftern, ard
containing the diftrids which now compofe the country of Tippoo Saheb ; and the

latter eaftem, or Carnatic, according to its prefent definition, the dominions of our

ally, Mahummud Alee Khan, navob of Arcot.
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only ; for, in power, wealth, and extent of country, the roies o€

Beejanuggur were greatly their fuperiors, efpecially in the time of

fultan Mujahid Shaw, when as yet the whole of the country of

Telingana had not fallen under the yoke of Bhamenee. The ' fea-

port of Goa, the fortrefs of * Malgoan, and other places not included

in Carnatic, belonged to the roy of Beejanuggur ; and many diftrids

of* Tulghaut were in his pofleffion. His country was well peopled,

and the fubjedis fubmiffive to his authority. The roiesof Malabar,

Ceylon, and other iflands and countries, kept ambafladors at his

court, and fent annually rich prefents. The anceftors of Kifhcn Roy
had lineally poflcfled the empire for feven hundred years i during

which, being undifturbed by revolutions, and fparing in expenfe,

their trcafures fo accumulated, as to equal thofe of all the kings of

the earth. In the time of fultan Alia ad Dien Khiljee, the grand-

father of Kiflien Roy buried his treafures from religious motives, and

a great part fell into the hands of the chiefs ofAlia ad Dien, at Seet

Bunder Rameffar, where they were concealed.

Sultan Mujahid Shaw, feeing it impoffible at prefent to reduce

Beejanuggur, moved from the vicinity of it, with his captives.

They amounted to between fixty and feventy thoufand perfons, moHiy
women ; as, in performance of the commands of his father, he had
refrained from flaughter after the fury of battle. As his troops were

lying before Oodnee, the fultan marched to that fortrefs, which he

belieged for nine months. A fcarcity of water had nearly reduced the

garrifon to fubmit, when a heavy fhower of rain falling, eafed their

diflrefs, and they continued to hold out. At this time a want ofgrain

prevailed in the royal camp, and fluxes and cholicky pains carried off

great numbers ;-lo that the army in general were diffatisfied, and

began to cry loudly for return to their own country.

Mallek

' Thefe are on the Malabar Coaft, and, except Goa, belonging to the Mharatta$.
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Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree, hearing at Koolburga of the un-

promifing ftate of affairs, petitioned the-fultan for leave to join him

with his troops, as he had a great defire to view the fortrefs of Ood-

nee, of which he had heard fo many wonderful accounts. The
fuhan having confented to his requeft, he marched with great ex-

pedition, and foon had the honour of kiffing the border of the royal

Mufnud. After reconnoitring the fortrefs, he obferved to the fultan

in private, that the conqueft offuch a place, which had fifteen forts

communicating with each other, was not to be hoped for in a fhort

time ; that, preparatory to it, the forts between the rivers, from Goa
to Malgoan and Beekapore, fhould iirft be taken. Mujahid Shaw
upon this confented to retreat, and, through Mallek Syef ad Dien

Ghoree, a peace being concluded with the roy of Beejanuggur, the

fultan moved towards his own dominions, fending the miniiler on

before him to Koolburga.

When the royal army had crofled the Tummedra, and arrived

near the fortrefs of Modkul, the fultan with fome favourites, the

companions of his pleafures, went to take the amufement of hunting,

attended only by four hundred horfe. Among the number were
Daood Khan, Suffder Khan Syeftaanee, and Azim Humaioon. He
generally hunted all day, and paffed the night wherever overtaken

by the darknefs.

Efeood Khan, who could not brook the reprimand given him at

Beejanuggur for quitting his poft, and alfo had a view to the throne,

had fecretly plotted the aflaflination of the fultan. He was joined in

diis confpiracy by Khan Mkhtwnmud and Mufaood Khan ; the

former c/ whom was difgufted at having been removed from the

government of Dowlutabad, and the preference fhown by the fultan

to his rival Azim Humaioon. The latter had a defire to revenge the

death of his father Mobarik Khan, betel-bearer to the late fultan.

The traitors waited impatiently for an opportunity to execute their

defign.
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defign, but, fuch was the vigilance of Suffder Khan and Azhn Hu-
maioon, that as yet none had offered. But, as the pen of providence

had figned the decree, fultan Mujahid Shaw one day difmifled his

two faithful amras, againft their earneft and importunate requefts,

to their governments, and moved with his remaining attendants

towards his capital. Arriving at the bank of a river, he halted to

amufe himfelf with filhing, but was fuddenly feized with a pain in

his eyes. He retired to Ileep in a tent, which w^as guarded by the

confpirators.

About midnight, Daood Khan, leaving Khan Mahummud and

his followers to watch without, entered the fultan's tent, with Mufa-

ood Khan, and two other perfons. The fultan w^as faft afleep, and

an Abyffinian flave only was prefent, employed in "rubbing his

feet. He raifed a cry of alarm on feeing Daood Khan with a naked

dagger in his hand. The fultan flarted, but could not open his eyes,

they being glued together from his diforder. Daood Khan rufhing

upon him, plunged the dagger into his belly. The fultan in agony

feized the ailaffin by the hand in which he held the dagger, and

ftruggled with him. The flave, though unarmed, attacked Mufaood
Khan, who ilruck him dead with one blow of his fabre ; and inflicft-

ed another on the fultan, with fuch eifedl, that he expired imme-
diately. Fortune eredls palaces for the body, and then hurls it from

the throne to the coffin. The world has beheld numerous events like

this j it was not the firfl: treachery of time. She places crowns of

gold on the head of one, and religns another to the dark grave.

Daood Khan, rifing from his murdered fovereign, went out of

the tent, and the fame day called together the nobility and their fons

who were prefent, to acknowledge him as fovereign. As he was
heir to the crown, Mujahid Shaw having no children, they agreed

to his demands with relignation, and were gratified with honours and
employments*

* In the eaft this is commonly ufed to promote circulation.
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employments. In the morning he difpatched his nephew's body to

Koolburga ; and, after halting two or three days, fet out for that

capital himfelf, in great poijip and magnificence, being joined by

the royal army.

The death of fultan Mujahid Shaw happened in the night of the

feventeenth of Zeehidge, 779, after a reign of not quite three years. A. D. 1377.

The hiftory of Hajee Mahummud Candaharee relates, that he

received his laft wound from the fon of Mubarik the betel-bearer.

God knows the truth.

H SULTAN
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SULTAN

! DAOOD SHAW BHAMENEE.

i I

X HE hiftorians of Dekkan relate, that when the news of fultan

Mujahid Shaw's aflaffination was fpread abroad, diffention awoke in

every quarter. SufFder Khan and Azim Humaioon, who had reached

Beejapore, entering into alHance with each other, repaired to Kool-

burga ; and, having vifited the murdered prince's body, they retired

towards EHchpore and Dowlutabad, carrying with them all the royal

elephants and horfes that were flationed at JBeejapore. They wrote

to Daood Shaw, that they were only retiring to their diftridls to

refre(h their troops, and fhould wait for his gracious encouragement

with impatience ; but whenever he fhould give them orders to repair

to his prefence, they would haften to court without delay. "The

army of the roy of Beejanuggur, upon intelligence of the death of the

fultan, made great rejoicings ; and overrunning the country as far as

the Kiftnah, fat down before the fortrefs of Roijore. The inhabit-

ants of Koolburga became divided into two parties ; one defirous of

the authority of Daood Shaw, and the other of that of Mhamood
Khan, the youngeil fon of fultan Alia ad Dien. This prince had

lived confined in the citadel fince the acceffion of Mujahid Shaw.

Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree obferved to the nobility, that fac-

tions could only occafion the ruin of the flate, therefore, it was pru-

dent

A younger fon of the fultan Alia ad Dien Houffun Khangoh Bhamenee.
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dent fince Daood Shaw had already placed the crown on his head, to

obey him, and avoid a civil war. As Mallek Syef ad Dien was the

firfl minifter and prime fupporter of the houfe ofBhamenee, the

officers and people of the capital agreed to follow his advice j as did

alfo all the ladies of the haram, except the lifter of the late fultan,

-and grand-daughter, by the mother's fide, to the minifter himfelf^
,;

She rebuked him for his condud:, and entreated him to change it,

but without effedl.

Mallek Syef ad Dien read the khootbah in the name of Daood

Shaw, and went to meet him, attended by all the nobles, divines,

and refpeftable perfons of Koolburga. He conduced the fultan in

great pomp to the city, where he afcended the throne Firozeh.

Daood Shaw, at the requeft of the minifter, permitted him to retire
'

from his office, and took the dirediion of affairs into his own hands.

He was obeyed by all the nobility fo that his authority, feemed fully

eftabliftied. The fifter of Mujahid Shaw, » Rhuperwer Ageh,

however, ftill refufed to acknowledge his authority, though Daood

Shaw ufed every means to gain her affent ; but flie refufed to give

any anfwer to his meffengers. As ftie had great influence in the

haram, of which flie was regarded as chief lince the death of Ma-
hummud Shaw, the fultan did not chufe to ad: towards her otherwile

than with attention and refped. At length the princefs prevailed

upon a young man of great valour, who had flood high in the

efteem and favour of Mujahid Shaw, by facrificing his own life, to

revenge the blood of his patron.

On the twenty firft of Mohirrim, 780, Daood Shaw, attended A. D. 1378.

by Khan Mahummud, going to offer his devotions at the great

mofque of Koolburga, was followed by the alTaffin, who placed

himfelf at prayers behind him. While the king was proftrate in

H 2 prayer

Refreftier of the foul.

|.
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-prayer, he drew his fabre, and before the attendants were aware of

his defign, wounded him in fuch a manner, that he died inftantly.

Khan Mahummud, feeing the fultan dead, let not the murderer

make his efcape from the mofque ; but, with a ffcroke, feparated his

head from the body. Daood Shaw reigned only one month and
five days.

II

SULTAN
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SULTAN

MHAMOOD BHAMENEE.

Upon the death of Daood Shaw, Mufnud Alee Khan Mahummud
refolved to place on the throne his fon Mahummud Sunjer, then in

his ninth year. For this purpofe, having collected his dependants, he

repaired to the palace. Rhuperwer Ageh, being informed of his

defign, fhut the gates, vowing that the fon of a traitor who ihad

aflaflinated his fovereign and her brother, fhould not be fultan while

fhe had life. At the fame time fhe declared Mhamood, the youngeft

fon of fultan Alia ad Dien, pofleflbr of the throne.

As Mahummud Sunjer was in the palace, and in the power of

the princefs. Khan Mahummud was diftreffed how to adl. Going to

the houfe of Syef ad Dien Ghoree, he endeavoured to pervail upon

him to join his party, but received for anfwer, that as Mahummud
Sunjer and fultan Mhamood were both in the hands of Rhuperwer

Ageh, he thought it advifeable to avoid contentions, and leave the

choice of a prince in her hands. Khan Mahummud, as he knew
both the nobles and the people, muffulmauns and Hindoos, would
be guided by the advice of Mallek Syef ad Dien, fubfnitted to his

arbitration, and accompanied him to the palace. The princefs, after

much perfuaiion, having blinded Mahummud Sunjer to prevent all

attempts in his favour, with the concurrence of the minifters and
nobility, placed Mhamood on the throne Firozeh.

Sultan

? A younger fon of fultan Alia ad Dien.
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Sultan Mhamood was a prince of fweet difpofition, humane, vir-

tuous, and juil. He had a penetratingjudgment in all affairs of ftate.

In the beginning of his reign he confined Khan Mahummud in the

fort of Saugher, regarding him as a fower of feditions ; and he died,

not long after, in his prifon. He commanded Mufaood, who had

affifled in the murder of Mujahid Shaw, to be impaled alive.

Mallek Syefad Dien Ghoree was prevailed upon, with much entreaty

and encouragement, to re-accept the honours of prime minifler and

governor of the capital. The fultan engaged in no affairs without

his advice. This caution proved fortunate ; for, during his reign, no

diflurbances happened in the empire, nor was there any relaxation of

the order and oeconomy of government.

Bahadur Khan, Suffder Khan, and Azim Humaioon, haflened

with the expedition of obedient fubmiflion to the capital ; where

they vowed their allegiance, and made proper offerings of congratu-

lation. The roy of Beejanuggur raifed the fiege of Roijore, out of

refpecl to the fultan, and agreed to pay him the tribute flipulated in

the reign of fultan Mahumm.ud Shaw Ghazee.

Sultan Mhamood had a tafl:e for poetry, and wrote elegant verfes

himfelf. He fpoke fluently the Perfian and Arabic languages. When
profperous events occurred, he was not intoxicated with joy, nor im-

merfed in grief at the attacks of misfortune. He never cohabited

but with one wife, and paid great regard to the opinions of divines,

of whofe company he was very fond. In his reign, the poets of

Arabia and Perfia reforted to Dekkan, and were benefitted by the

gracious flow of the ftream of liberality. Meer Fyez Oollah Anjoo,

who prefided on the feat ofjuflice, once prefenting him with an ode,

was rewarded with a thoufand pieces of gold, and permitted to retire,

covered with honours, to his own country. The fame of the fultan's

affability, judgment, and munificence, fpread fo wide, that the

celebrated poet ofShiraz, Khaujeh Hafiz, determined to vifit Dekkan j

but
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but was prevented by a train of accidents, which, with the caufe of

his intention, are thus related.

Meer Fyez Oollah Anjoo fent this famous poet a prefent with a

letter, intimating, that if he would confer honour on the fultan's

dominions by his approach, and make Dekkan the envy of paradife

by his bounty-fliedding prefence, the inhabitants would value pro-

perly fuch . an honour, and have him conducted back to Shiraz,

enriched to the height of his delires. The poet, from the kind-

nefs and affurances of Fyez Oollah Anjoo, became ardently delirous

of vifiting Dekkan. He difpofed of the gifts fent him among his

relations and creditors ; and, departing from Shiraz, 4rrived fafely at

* Lar. Here he aflifted a friend, who had been robbed, with great

part of his ready money. From Lar he was accompanied to Ormus,

by Khaujeh Zien al Ab ad Dien Hammadanee, and Khaujeh Mahum-
mud Gazroonee, who were alfo going to vifit Hindooftan. With
them he took {hipping in one of the royal velTels, that had arrived at

Ormus from Dekkan i but he had not weighed anchor, when a ftorm

arofe, and the fea became very rough. Hafiz repented of his jour-

ney ; and, pretending that he had forgotten to take leave of fome of

his friends at Ormus, left the fhip. Having written the following

ode, he entrufted it to be given to Fyez Oollah Anjoo ; after which

he returned to Shiraz.

ODE.

** The breeze ofmy garden is not to be purchafed by the pofTef-
** lion of the world.

** My companions rebuked me, and faid. Quit this fpot. What
« whim hath poffefled thee, that thy cell is not to be valued ?

55
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* A port in the Perfian gulph.
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" Yonder royal crown, on which is fet danger of life, is an

heart-enticing ornament, but not worth my lofs ofhead.

" From defire of pearls, the dangers of the fea appeared eafy to

me ; but I miflook -, for one wave is not to be appeafed by trea-

fures of gold.

" Is my heart difpirited In the affembly of friendfhip ? All the

<>ildings of art are not worth a fingle cup ofgenerous wine.

*« IfHafiz chufes to retire from the world, contented with a

little, hundreds of pieces of gold are not worth one inftant of

vexation."

When Fyez OoUah received this ode he read it to the fultan,

who was much pleafed with the poetry, and obferved, that as Hafiz

had fet out with intentions to vifit his court, it was incumbent upon

bim not to leave him without proofs of his liberality. He then com-

mitted a thoufand pieces of gold to Mahummud Cafim Mefhidee,

one of the learned in his court, that he might purchafe with it what

was moil acceptable of the curious productions of Hind, and fend

them to the poet at Shiraz j which was done accordingly.

Sultan Mhamood Shaw was fond of rich and curious apparel,

while a youth, but, upon his acceflion to the throne, would wear no

other than plain white. He frequently obferved, that kings were

only truftees of the divine riches, and that to expend more upon

themfelves than neceffity required, was a breach of truil. A famine

falling out during his reign, he kept ten thoufand bullocks on his own
account conftantly going to and from Malwa and Guzarat for grain ;

which was fold out to the people at a cheap rate. At the cities of

Koolburga, Bieder, Candahar, EUchpore, and Dowlutabad, alfo at

Choule, Dabul, and other great towns, he eftablifhed fchools for

orphans.
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orphans, with ample foundations for their fupport. He appointed

flipends for the expounders of the fcriptures and the prophet's hiftory i

and gave monthly falaries to the blind in all his dominions. He paid

great attention to fliekh Serauje ad Dien, vifited him in his laft illnefs,

and, going often to his tomb, offered prayers for his happinefs ; and

gave alms to the poor-pilgrims. r..

As the fultan, on his acceffion, chofe the bleffings of peace in

preference to the tumultuous glories of war, his government pafled in^

eafe and fecurity j fo that the Dekkanees gave him the title of

Anflotle. During his reign of nineteen years nine months and-

twenty four days, only one difturbance occurred, towards the latter

end, which was quelled in a few months.

Baha ad Dien Dowlutabadee pleafing the fultan, was appointed

to the command of the fortrefs of Saugherj and his two fons, the one

named JVIahummud, and the other Khaujeh, were honoured with the

royal confidence. By degrees they afcended the mufnud of nobility,

and gained fo much dignity and power, that their prolperity excited

the envy of their rivals, who let loofe the tongue of defamation againfl

them, and ^ccufed them of breaking the royal trufl. Though the.

fultan lent but little attention to fuch aceufations, deeming them
falle, yet the brothers were alarmed for their own fafety, and fetting
up the flandard of rebellion and difobedience, fled to Saugher, with a
thoufand faithful adherents. The father, mifguided by his fons,

joined in the rebellion, and levied troops. He twice defeated the
royal army fent againfl him, and acquired much plunder and power.

Sultan Mhamood Shaw the third time difpatched againfl him
EufufF Azdir, a Turkifh flave, with a powerful army ; who^'lay before
Saugher for two months ; during which the rebels made feveral def-
perate fallies. One day, in particular, the elder brother JVIahum-
mud, With four hundred brave coxDpanions, charged the rear of the

^ royal
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royal camp with great fuccefs, till he was wounded in the hand hy

Mahummud Kalkpaharee ; whom he in turn difabled, but his

troops fled. He would not then quit his horfe ; and, his father com-

ing to his affiftance, renewed the tight till night, when darknefs put

an end to contention. The two brothers, contrary to their cuftom,

pafTed this night on the edge of the ditch without the fort, unmind-

ful of the treachery of fortune. A number of the garrifon, in league

with the royalifts, took this opportunity of writing to EufufF Azdir,

the general, that the brothers were without the fort, and offering, if

he would fend a chofen band, to admit them by a wicket, and put to

death the chief rebel Baha ad Dien. Eufuff Azdir having feledted a

number of refolute foldiers, commanded them, if the head of Baha ad

Dien fhould be fent them by the garrifon, to enter and take poffeffion

;

otherwife, to defifl and return to camp. When they arrived at the

place of appointment, their friends within threw over to them their

chief's head, which fatisfied their doubts ; and, entering the fort, they

founded the march of viftory. At this iignal, the brothers were

attacked by the royalifts without, feeing no road of efcape, they

chofe to die fighting defperately, with moll of their followers. After

performing wonderful adls of valour, they quaifed the fherbet of

annihilation. This was the firil and lall: time, in which the fword

of puni(hment was drawn from the fcabbard during the reign of

Mhamood Shaw.

The fultan, not long after this vicflory, on the twenty firfl of

A.D. 1396. Rejib, 799, died of a putrid fever; and the next day Mallek Syef ad

Dien Ghoree, the chief prop of the houfe of Bhamenee, after hav-

ing trod the path of life for one hundred and {even years, placed the

feal of lafting filence upon his lips. He was buried, agreeably to his

will, in the court of the tomb of fultan AUa ad Dien Houffun

Kangoh Bhamenee, and over his grave was laid a great terrace of

flone.

It
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It is recorded, that fultan Mhamood was fo Arid a promoter of

the laws, that no negleds were fuffered by him in the fmalleft point.

A woman, convicted ofthe crime of adultery, was once brought to the

court ofjuftice toreceive the punifhment of the law. The judge made

fome enquiries why fhe had been guilty of fo great a crime. She re-

plied, ** I knew not, Ojudge, that the ad: was unlawful ; but believed,

** that as one man might have four women, I might be indulged,

** with equal propriety, with four men ; but, as I am now informed
" I was guilty of error, I will not oiFend by repetition of the crime."

The judge was perplexed at her anfwer, and fhe efcaped, by her

wit, the punifhment infli<a:ed by the law on adultery. &iltan Mha-
mood reigned nineteen years, nine months and twenty four days.

$i
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SULTAN

'GHEAUSE AD DIEN BHAMENEE.

When the kingdom of Dekkan was deprived ofthe virtuous and

juft fultan Mhamood, his eldeft fon, fultan Gheaufc ad Dien, in his

feventeenth year, ornamented the throne of empire by his gracious

acceffion. Obferving the rules and cuftoms of his father, he behaved

gracioufly to all ; and remembering the old fervants and fupporters of

his family, comforted them with favour and kindnefs. Intelligence

of the death of SuiFder Khan Syeftaanee arriving at court, the fultan

having conferred upon his fon Sullabut Khan the title of Mujilifs Alee,

together with his offices and eflates, difpatched him in great fplendour

and magnificence to Berar. Ahmed Beg Cazweenee, '" pefhwa to

Mahummud Khan, fon ofAzim Humaioon, was exalted to the office

of meer nobut, or lord of the watches ; and the fultan fhowed him
uncommon regard and attention. This excited the jealouiy of Lall-

cheen, one of the moft powerful Turkifh flaves of fultan Mhamood,
who ^fpired to the dignity of prime minifter, and wifhed the poft of

meer nobut for his fon Houffiin Khan. Not fucceeding in his views

he became difcontented, and was reproved by the fultan j who often

obferved befure him, that it was highly injurious to the pubiick to

put flaves in office over the heads of thofe who were, many of them,

defcendants of the prophet; or that he Ihould depart from the

cuftoms of his royal anceltors.

Lallcheen
= The protcdor cf the faith.

*> Agent, or minifter, if employed by fovereigns. The titie is ftill retained by the

firft minifter of the Mharatta ftate.

i
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Lallcheen, angry at the remarks of the fultan, treafured the in-

fults in his mind. He turned all his thoughts on revenge, but openly

appeared fatisfied with his condition, andfubmiflive to the king. He
had a daughter, celebrated for her beauty, wit, and flcill in mufick,

whom the fultan was defirous of pofTeffing, and privately fent her

profeflions of his love. Lallcheen, foon after his acceflion, invited

the young fultan to an entertainment at his houfe. The faltan, in

hopes that he would prefent his daughter as an offering before him,

condefcended to his requeft with much fatisfad:ion. Lallcheen treat-

ed his royal gueft with much fplendour and magnificence. When
he had exhilerated his fpirits with wine, he requefted him to clear

the prefence of his followers, making figns, which the fultan inter-

preted in favour of his wifhes. Eager to enjoy the flave's beautiful

daughter, and drowned in the fea of defire, the fultan, without cau-

tion, commanded all his attendants to retire. Lallcheen, leaving a

eunuch with inftrudions to ply the fultan with wine, departed

towards his haram, as if for his daughter ; but in a little time after

re-entered with a drawn dagger. The fultan, though intoxicated,

attempted to make refinance, but could not walk firmly i and, foon
falling to the ground, rolled down a flight of Heps. Lallcheen came
up with him at the laft flep, and feized him. by the hair. By the

help of the eunuch, having thrown him upon his back, he pierced

out both his eyes with the point of his dagger; then fending for the

royal attendants one by one, as if by the fultan's orders, he put them
to death fingly, as they came, to the number of twenty four perfons,

all of the higheft diftind:ion and office ; fo that no one remained alive

powerful enough to obftrud:his defigns. He then placed Shumfe ad
Dien, brother to the dethroned prince, on the throne, and fent the
latter in confinement to the fortrefs of Saugher. This event happen-
ed on the fcAcnteenth of Ramazan, 799, after a xeign of only one A. D. 1396,
month and twenty days.

k
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SULTAN

SHUMSE AD DIEN BHAMENEE.

bULTAN Shumfe ad Dien acceded to the throne in his fifteenth

year; and, warned by the fate of his predeceffor, was contented

with the name of fovereign. Lallcheen was honoured with the title

of * mallek naib j and the nobility who had efcaped the fword feeing

no fafety but in fubmiffion, bowed their heads to his authority. The
mother of the fultan, who had been a flave, anxious for the fafety of

her child, paid the utmofl deference to Lallcheen, and inflrufted her

fon to do the fame. She reprefented to him, that it was by his good

offices he was raifed to the throne, that he had no loyal fubjedt but

him ; fo that he fhould be careful not to depart from his advice, or

liften to the malicious reports or infinuations of interefled perfons

againfl him. Lallcheen behaved to the fultan's mother with

great refpedt, frequently fending her coflly prefents of valuable

curiofities, and ufing every means to enfure her confidence.

Sultan Daood Shaw had left behind him three fons, Mahummud
Sunjer, blinded, as before related, by the princefs Rhuperwer Ageh,

Firoze Khan, and Ahmed Khan. The two lafl were born of the

fame mother, and at the time of their father's death were between fix

and feven years of age. Their uncle, Mhamood Shaw, had behaved

with paternal tendernefs, educated them in a manner becoming their

rank

» The fun of the faith.

* Lord deputy.

WW
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rank, and taken care to have them accompliflied In all miiitary exer-

cifes, under the preceptor/hip of Meer Fyez Oollah Anjoo Sheerazee.

As Sultan Mhamood Shaw had not then a fon, he gave each of the

princes one of his daughters, and would fometimes fay, that Firoze

Khan fhould be his fucceflbr. He frequently feated him by his fide

on the throne, and would declare, that none of his houfe was more

deferving or accompliflied, or likely to add luftre to the throne.

When the Almighty bleffed him with fons, he appointed the eldeft,

fultan Gheaufe ad Dien, his fucceffor in the throne ; and conjured

Firoze Khan and Ahmed Khan, upon his death-bed, to be loyal and

obedient to him. They accordingly ferved him with fubmiffion and

fidelity. v

65

When fultan Gheaufe ad Dien was depofed and blinded by Lall-

cheen, his fifters inftigated their hufbands to revenge his caufe; which

they refolved on doing the firft opportunity. Lallcheen learning their

intentions, complained of them to the fultan. He accufed them of

wifehood and treachery ; hoping by this means to alarm his fears, and

obtain an order for their death, or imprifonment, but all in vain ; as

fiiltan Shumfe ad Dien would not believe them faithlefs. Lallcheen

then reprefented to the queen mother, that if flie did not get rid of
the brothers, her fon would be depofed, and flic, who was accufed of

love to his perfon, be expofed to mifery and infult. This art had a

full effedt on the princefs, who at length gained over her fon to con-
fent to the murder of his coufins ; but they having obtained intelli-

gence of the defigns forming againft them, efcaped from Koolburga
to thefortrefs ofSaugher.

Suddoo, a flave of the royal family, who commanded in Saugher,
was rich and powerful. He received them into the fort with refpect,

and left nothing undone to teftify his loyalty. Ahmed Khan and
Firoze Khan from hence wrote to fultan Shumfe ad Dien, and the
principal nobility, that their defign was only to expel Lallcheen,

whole

tv^..v
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whofe treachery to fultan Gheause ad Dien, and other crimes, which
had caft diflionour on the royal family, were known to all, and

demanded punifhment ; that if that was eifecfted, they iliould remain

loyal, and fumiffive to the royal authority, and regard fultan Shumfe
ad Dien as their lawful prince ; but if their wifli was not complied

with, they would not negled: to ufe all the power in their hands to

obtain their defire.

);

"t\ t<.

Sultan Shumfe ad Dien, by advice of his mother and Lallcheen,

fent back an anfwer which ferved only to raife the flames of conten-

tion. The brothers, with the affiflance of Suddoo, having colleiled

three thoufand horfe and foot, in hopes that great part of the

troops would join them from the capital, marched towards Kool-

burga. Being difappointed, they halted fome time on the banks of

the Beemrah, but no one joined from the city. It was, notwithftand-

ing, agreed that they Ihould advance, and the umbrella of royalty

wai fpread over the head of Firoze Khan. Ahmed Khan was exalt-

ed to the office of ameer al amra, Suddoo to that of meer nobut, and

Meer Fyez Oollah Anjoo was appointed vaqueel, or prime minifter.

Titles of honour and employments were alfo conferred on their

dependants, according to their rank, quality, and merit.

Upon their arrival within four cofs of the city, Lallcheen having

diflributed great fums of money in largefs to the officers and troops,

marched out, with fultan Shumfe ad Dien, to oppofe them. A fevere

engagement took place in the vicinity of the town of Merkole, and

the brothers being defeated, fled with their remaining friends and

adherents to Saugher. The power and haughtinefs of the king's

mother and Lallcheen at length grew to fuch an height, that many of

the officers about the court privately ofl^ered their fervices to the

brothers, whom they advifed to procure pardon from fultan Shumfe

ad Dien, and repair to Koolburga, where they might form plans for

forwarding their views at leifure.

Firoze 1.
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Flroze Khan, relying on the afluranbes of his friends, fent Meer

Fyez OoUah Anjoo and Syed Kummaul ad Dien, with other refpedla-

ble perfons, to the queen and LaUcheen, reprefenting, that fear' only

had occafioned their rebellion, ofwhich they now fincerely repented

;

and if the fultan would fend them letters of pardon, they would re-

pair to court, and live under the fhadow of the royal munificence.

The queen mother and Lallcheen, highly pleafed at fuch a requeft,

fent letters of pardon, filled with the moft flattering affurances of

favour.

Soon after the arrival of the letters, the two brothers were fitting

upon a terrace, and confulting whether they fliould yet go to Kool-

burga, when a » Cafiimirian madman pafl'ed by, and exclaimed, I am
come, O Firoze of lucky aufpices, to condufl: thee to Koolburga,

and make thee fultan. Regarding this as a happy prefage, they

marched immediately to Koolburga j where they were honoured by

drefies and gifts from the fultan ; but Lallcheen and Firoze Khan,

ftill fufpicious, were ever on their guard againft each other.

About a fortnight after their arrival in the capital, on Thurfday,

the twenty third of SuiFer, anno 800, Firoze Khan came into the A.D. 1397.

durbar, attended by twelve '' afllllehdars firmly attached to his intereft,

and about three hundred of his other followers obtained admittance "

into the fort, by one or two at a time. He then fent for his brother

Ahmed Khan, and, upon his arrival, told Lallcheen that fome of his

relations were come from his jaghire, in order to pay their relpedts

to the fultan, whofe commands he requefted might be given to the

porters, to admit whomfoever he fhould fend for. v

M

K Firoze

* The Mahummedans regard the rhapfodles of the mad asinfpirations ; and it is not
uncommon for a perfon meditating an undertaking, to vifit a lunatic, and liften to his

words, from which he draws an ill, or lucky omen.
''Arms-bearers.

I/- *:
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Firoze Khan taking care to employ Lallcheen in conveiiation,

his brother went out, on pretence of introducing his relations.

Attempting to pafs with twelve perfons at oncfe, he was flopped by

the porters; when, finding that his fcheme muft be betrayed, he

refolved to run all hazards, and attacked them. The porters were

cut down, and he ruflied into the durbar without delay. Some oppo-

fition was made by Lallcheen's fons, but all the reft of the aflembly

fled. Sultan Shumfe ad Dien ran to hide himfelf in a fubterraneous

apartment. The three hundred friends of Firoze Khan, agreeably to

the plan formed, attacked and put to flight the dependants of Lall-

cheen in the courts of the palace j fo that every thing fucceeded

according to defign.

Firoze Khan having put chains on fultan Shumfe ad Dien and his

minifter, confined them in the apartment to which they had fled for

fhelter. Then, accompanied by the nobility, he repaired to the hall

of audience, where he afcended the throne Firozeh. To fulfil the

prediction of the Cafhmirian, and as a fortunate prefage, he ftiled

himfelf Firoze Shaw Roze Afzoon, and girt himfelf with the fword

of fultan Alia ad Dien. When his authority was eftabliihed, he
blinded fultan Shumfe ad Dien, and fent him to confinement in the

fortrefs of Bieder. Having fent for fultan Gheaufe ad Dien from
Saugher, he gave up Lallcheen to his refentment. That prince,

though quite blind, having ordered him to be placed bound before

him, killed him with one ftroke of his fabre. He then aflced with

much earneftnefs of fultan Firoze Shaw to be allowed to go on a pil-

grimage to Mecca. This was granted, and he failed from Choule,

and arrived in fafety at the holy city. Sultan Firoze Shaw fent annu-

ally for his fupport five thoufand pieces ofgold, and quantities of the

befl; manufadures of Hind, till his death, which fell out at Mecca,

after many years. Sultan Shumfe ad Dien reigned only five months

and feven days.

SULTAN
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» ABOU AL MUZZUFFIR AL GHAZEE

SULTAN FIROZE ROZE AFZOON

SHAW BHAMENEE.

X^ ROM various hiftories we learn, that fultan Firoze Shaw far ex-

ceeded his predeceffors in power and magnificence ; and that in hinv

the houfe of Bhamenee became moft celebrated. He forced the roies

of Beejanuggur to give him a daughter of their houfe in marriage,

though againfl their cuftom of marrying only in their own tribe.

Neither did he negleft the promulgation of the true faith, but made
four and twenty glorious campaigns, by the fuccefs of which he great-

ly enlarged his dominions. The fort of "* Beekapore, and the beft

part of Tehngana, were by " him reduced to the Iflaam yoke. He
was alfo the firll of the Dekkan fultans who wore a crown fet with

jewels in the form of a turban. On liberality, one of the prime vir-

tues of royalty, he valued himfelf much, and required a great repu-

tation. He was guilty of no offences againft the rules of religion, but

drinking wine and liftening to mufic. He failed often, and regularly

obferved the prefcribed ceremonies ofthe holy law. He would often

exprefs anxiety for his two offences, but faid, that as mufic lifted his

mind to contemplate the divinity, and wine did not make him
K 2 paflionate.

» The vidorious fervant of God, champion of the faith, the fortunate fultan- of

happy aufpices.

* Called alfo Sanore Bancapore.
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paflionate, he hoped he fhould not be queftioned hereafter concern-

ing them, but find mercy from a forgiving Creator.

As he was much addided to women, he confulted the divines

-and cafuifts, in what manner he might gratify his paflion, without

breaking the law, which allowed only four wives. Some faid, that

he might divorce one and marry another as often as he pleafed : but

no opinions given were fatisfadtory to the fultan j who, at laft, re-

ferred the point in debate to Meer Fyez Oollah Anjoo, his minifter.

Fyez Oollah obferved, that in the time of the prophet and the firft

Kaliph, the ^ mutteah was allowed j and though abrogated in the

reign of the fecond, it was ftill legal, according to the tenets of the

' Sheeah's. The " Soonee denied this privilege, and much debate took

place among the learned. All the various traditions were quoted in

favour of their opinions, by each party. At length the fultan em-
braced the judgment of the Sheeahs, and took into his haram in

one day three hundred women.

According to Hajee Mahummud Candaharee, Firoze Shaw,

every fourth^ day, made a point of copying fixteen pages of the

koraun ; after which he engaged in publick bufinefs. He generally

fpent his evenings, till twelve o'clock, in company of divines, poets,

reciters of hiftory, and chaunters of the '' fhaw nammeh, and the

moft learned and witty among his courtiers. In this affembly he laid

afide the royal dignity ; obferving, that when he fat on the throne

to tranfadt buiinefs, he was a fovereign, and neceflarily obliged to

afTume ftate, that his dignity might imprefs the hearts of the people

and the order of government be fupported : but that, in their com-
pany, he regarded himfelf as a private perfon, and^ wifhed to be

treated

» The mutteah is a marriage for a time, made by compa6i betwen the parties.

• Followers of Alee.

« The other grand fe6t of muflulmauns.
' f erdofi's celebrated hiftory of ancient Perfian monarchs.

\i; t^
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treated without form or ceremony. He defired that all might come

or go at will ; that each perfon might call for what he chofe to eat

and drink, and fpeak freely on all fubjefts but two, which he forbad

being introduced into converfation j the firft, affairs of Hate, and

the fecond, flander of an abfent perfon.

Mullah Eefauk Sirhindee, a man of great learning and wit, ob-

ferved one day to the fultan, that his defiring his attendants to ufe no

ceremony towards him was contrary to the genius of kings ; the

truth of which was proved by an anecdote ofthe emperor * Mahum-
mud Subudlageen, and the phyfician and aftrologer, Anweree Khan.

The fultan defired he would relate the ftory. Having heard it, he

laughed, and obferved, that fuch behaviour could only proceed from

princes void ofjuftice, difcernment, or fcience; and that he hoped

fuch weaknefs, as could occafion a like conduct, was not in his dif-

pofition. Thofe who frequented the fultan's affemblies, had full

experience of his excelling mofl princes in uniformity of behaviour,

and fteadinefs of conduct:.

There are many curious anecdotes of fultan Firoze Shaw by

Moolla Daood Biederee, the relation of which would occalion too

great prolixity, and perhaps caufe my being accufed of departure

from truth j fo that I fhall not give them to my readers ; but as

Subu6tageen and the phyfician Anweree have been mentioned, it

may be proper to give the ftory in the words of Moolla Daood
Biederee.

71

" It is related, that the phyfician Anweree Khan was one of the

" wonders of his age, and performed many furprizing deeds. On
" account of his great learning, and the condefcenfion ufed towards

" him by the emperor, he acquired a freedom in his behaviour, that

" in the end grew difpleafing. One day, while the emperor was
** fitting

* Emperor of Ghuznee, part of Hindooftan, Perfia, and Tartary.
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fitting on the terrace of a lofty building in the palace of Ghuznee,

Anweree Khan entered the gate. The fultan commanded him to

foretell at which gate of the palace he fhould go out. Anweree
Khan immediately fixing his afi;rolabe, took an altitude, and having

finifhed his obfervation, wrote it on a piece of paper, and placed

it under a pillow. The fultan gave orders for part of the eafl:ern

wall of the fort to be thrown down, and when he had gone out

that way, examined the paper , on which was written the very adt he

had done. The fultan was enraged at the phyfician's foreknow-

ledge, and ordered him, in his paflion, to be caft headlong from the

top of the palace. Luckily, a net or fome foft fubfliance received

Anweree, who efcaped without the leaft hurt. The fultan then

afked him ifhe had forefeen this ? to which the phyfician replied,

he had; and calling for his journal, pointed out to the fiiltan a

predidlion that he ihould, upon fuch a day, fall from a high place,

and efcape unhurt. This difpleafed the fultan fi:ill more,

and he ordered him to be confined. Six months after this, while

the phyfician was fiiili in prifon, one of his flaves going to the

market, was told by a diviner from omens, that he perceived in

his afpefl much good fortune, which he would foretell him for a

certain fum. The flave gave him his demand; upon which the

diviner faid he had a mafiier in diftrefs, who in a few days would
be delivered from his troubles, and receive a drefs of honour.

The flave, by way of congratulation, told his mafi:er j who reproved

him for credulity, and going into fach bad company. Three
days after, it happened that Houflun Meimundee took opportunity,

upon the fultan's converfing with him upon afl:rology, to mention
the unfortunate phyfician, lamenting, that inftead of rewards and
honours for his two furprizing predidions, he had been doomed to

wretchednefs and a gloomy prifon. The fultan replied, that cer-

tainly he was unrivalled in fcience, but a complete phyfician

fhould know better from the human mind that kings are like

** children.
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children, and * muft be flattered. After thefe remarks he com-

manded the phyfician to be releafed. Anweree, upon his way

from prifon to the court, met the diviner, and loft fomething ofhis

fcientific vanity. The fultan honoured him with a drefs, a thou-

fand pieces of filver, a horfe, and man and woman Have ; at the

fame time he exprefled his concern for what had happened ; he

defired that he would now and then fpeak to pleafe his humour,

and not always adhere to the letter.of his art."

73

Sultan Flroze Shaw every year difpatched vefTels from the ports

of Goa and Choule, to bring him the manufadlures and curious pro-

duftions of all quarters ; but particularly to invite perfons celebrated

for their talents in any, whom, he would frequently obferve, ftiould

be regarded as the choiceft polTeflions of all countries. He faid, that

kings fhould draw to them the learned and deferving of all nations

;

that from their fociety they might be able to feledt the perfedlions of

each, and, in a manner, thus travel the globe. On this account, the

celebrated of all parts flocked to his court, and fhared his royal

bounties. The fultan had fo excellent a memory, that he could con-

verfe in the languages ofmany countries ; and he always did in their

own to ftrangers. Hearing any thing once, was fufficient for his

retaining it ever after. He was alfo a good poet, and often fpoke

verfe extempore. He was well acquainted with feveral fciences, and
particularly fond of natural philofophy. On Saturdays, Mondays,
and Thurfdays, he gave ledtures on botany, geometry, and logic,

generally in the day, but if bufinefs interfered, at night. It was
fuppofed that he exceeded fultan Mahummud Tughluk Shaw in

karning.

.

:" He

* This idea, at the prefent day, fufficiently influences the conduct of Indian cour-
tiers; who do not fail to burft out into the moft rapturous exclamations of applaufe,

on any refSartee, or even adivity of the prince in his exercifes, fuch as hitting a mark,
&c. Their children are ferioufly taught the following maxim of the poet Saadee.
" Should the prince at noon fay, It is night, declare that jou behold the moon and
"ftars."
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He was the firft king ofDekkan who intermarried with the fyeds

of Anjoo, taking a daughter of that family for his fon Houffun Khan,

and giving one of his own in marriage to Meer Shumfe ad Dien

Mahummud Anjoo, whom he appointed governor of Dowlutabad.

^

Firoze-^haw built a town on the banks of the Beemrah, which he

called Firozeabad. The flreets were laid out with regularity, and

very broad. Within it, near the river, he eredted a citadel of ftone,

divided into a number of fplendid courts, detached from each other,

all fupplied plentifully with water, conduced by an ample canal

from the river. Each of thefe courts he committed to one of his

favourite ladies j and, to avoid confufion and irregularity among his

w^omen, formed rules and ordinances to be obferved in- the haram,

which were flriftly obej^ed during his life. In the apartments where

any of his own women refided, he did not allow more than three

female attendants to one perfon, who were to be always of the fame

nation, or fpeak the. fame tongue as their miflrefs. He had perfons

conftantly employed to buy women flaves of all nations ; from whom'

he chofe perfons to fupply the vacancies occafioned by death, or other

caufes, among his miflrefles or their fervants. He had Arabians,

Circaffians, Georgians, Turks, Ruffians, Europeans, Chinefe, Af-

ghauns, Raajepootes, Bengalees, Guzaratees, Telinganees, Mharat-

tins, and others, in his haram, and could converfe with each in her

own language. He divided his attention fo regularly among them,

that each lady fancied herfelf moil beloved by the fultan. He could

read the ' Toreet and Anjeel ; and refpedted the tenets of all religions,

but acknowledged with raptures the faith of Mahummud fuperior to

all others, as it commanded keeping up women from the eyes of

Grangers, and forbad the ufe of wine, contrary to the other fyftems

of religion.

When

» The bible and new teftament. From this it is probable, Firoze Shaw learned

Hebrew from the Jews, who have been fettled on the Malabar coaft for many ages,

and, as they fay, fince the captivity of Babylon,
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When fultan Firoze Shaw afcended the throne, he appointed his

brother Ahmed Khan ameer al amra, with the title of Khan Khanan,

and raifed Meer Fyez Oollah Anjoo, his preceptor, to the office of

" vaqueel al fultunnut and title of = mallek naib. Honours were

alfo conferred on many of the family of Bhamenee. Hiftorians

unitedly agree, that he made twenty four campaigns againft the Hin-

doos, but the particulars of a few only are related by Moollah Daood

Biederee in his Tofet al Sallateen.

In the year 801, Devvul Roy, of Beefanuggur, with thirty thou- a.D. 139?.

fand horfe, and a vaft army of foot, invaded the royal territories

between the rivers, with a defign to reduce the forts of Mudkul and ^

Roijore. Sultan Firoze Shaw having intelligence of his motions,

moved without delay from Koolburga to Saugher, where he took a

mufler of his army. After this he put to death a zemindar, with

feven or eight thouiand Hindoos, who had been always very trouble-

fome and refrad:ory. The armies of Dowlutabad and Berar had

joined him, and he was preparing to move againft Dewul Roy, when
fuddenly advice was brought, that Nerftng, pofleiTor of ^ Kurleh, at

the inftigations of the fultans of ^ Mando and ^ Afeer, alfo the roy of

Beejanuggur, had invaded the province of Berar, where he committed

every cruelty and depredation on the muflulmauns as far as the walls

of 8 Dahoor. Upon this the fultan fent back the forces of Dowluta-

L bad

» Lord of lords.

' Deputy of the government,
• Lord deputy.

"• A diftri<a on the frontier of Berar bordering on Malwa, having a capital of the
fame name.

« The capital of Malwa, then governed by Afghaun fultans.

' A ftrong fortrefs, then the capital of Khandeftie, under an independant fovereign,

claiming his defcent from Omar, one of the friends of Mahummud, and the fecond
kaliph. This place and fovereignty were reduced to the Mogul empire by Akber,

« A town in Berar.
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bad to oppofc Neriing, and marched with the remainder of his

troops againfl Dewul Roy.

It being the rainy feafon, and the river Kiftnah very full, Dewul

Roy had pitched his camp, in felf-fecurity, on the bank; and ftation-

ed large bodies of foot along the fhore to oppofe the paflage of the

muffulmauns. Sultan Firoze Shaw, on his arrival near the river,

held a council of war with his chief officers, but received no advice

that to him appeared fatisfadlory. While the fultan was debating

in his own mind how to adt, "Cauzi Serauje, feeing his concern,

offered, if the fultan would permit him, to crofs the river with a few

of his friends, whom he would feledl for the purpofe, to aflaffinate

Dewul Roy, or his fon, as he found it moft convenient ; obferving,

when the alarm that would attend fuch an exploit fhould throw the

enemy's camp into confufion, the fultan might fend a party acrofs the

river, fecure a paffage for the u^hole army, and make the infidels

repent of their infolence and difobedience to the prince of the faithful.

The fultan approving the meafure, fome hundreds of hurdles

covered with leather were prepared expeditioufly for the troops to

crofs. Cauzi Serauje with feven of his friends, difguifed as holy

mendicants, proceeded to the roy's camp, and repaired to the quarter

where the dancing girls reiided. Here the cauzi pretended to be en-

raptured with a courtezan, and was guilty of a thoufand extravagan-

cies to fupport his charad:er. In the evening, the girl having adorned

herfelf in her richefl ornaments, prepared to go out 3 on which, the

cauzi, like a jealous and diftradted lover, falling at her feet, entreat-

ed her to ftay, or let him attend her, and not rend his heart by

abfence. The woman upon tliis informed him, that flae was ordered

to attend an entertainment by the roy's fon, and durft not difobey,

nor

» A judge from the laws of the koraun. It was not uncominon among the ma-
hi:mmedans, ^or fuch a magiftrate to feek, out of regard and zeal for religion, th?

moft difficult and hazardous exploit in war.
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nor could flae take liim with her, as only muficians and dancers

would be admitted. The cauzi upon this replied, that he played on

the fame inftrument as herfelf, and had, beiide, feme curious accom-

plifhment that would highly pleafe the roy's fon. The dancing girl,

thinking him in jeft, out of contempt gave him her * mundul, and

defired him to play ; which he did in fo mafterly a manner, that fhe

was delighted, faying, that his company would give her fuperiority

over her fellows, and do her honour with the roy's fon. Accord-

ingly, he with his companions attended the girl to the tents of the

young roy.

As is the cuftom of Dekkan, many fets of *" loolies and dancing

girls were ordered to perform at the fame time, and having finifhed

their parts, the roy's fon called for the players and mummers. The
dancing girl now obtained leave for the cauzi and one of his com-
panions to fhow their feats. Having affumed the drefs of women,
they entered ogling and fmiling, and fo well imitated the mummers
in playing on the mundul, dancing and mimickry, that the roy's fon

was charmed with their performances. At length they each drew a

dagger, and, like the dancers of Dekkan, continued to flourifli them
for fome time, making a thoufand antic poftures in advancing, retreat-

ing, and turning round. At laft, fuddenly rufhing upon the roy's fon,

they plunged both the daggers into his breaft, afterwards attacking his

companions. Their remaining friends, who were watching without
the tent, on hearing an alarm, ripped up the curtain, and entered to

affift them. Many of the company being much intoxicated, were
eafily put to death. The cauzi with his friends extinguifhed all the
lights i and, making their efcape through the rent, mingled with the
crowd. The outcry foon became general round the tents. Great
confufion enfued, and various reports and alarms took place. Some
faid, that the fultan had crolTed the river and furprized the camp

;

L 2 others,

• A ftringed inftrument,
'' Youths trained to ling and dance in public.

7T
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others, that one of his chiefs, with twelve thoufand men, had cut off

both the roy and his fon. The night was uncommonly dark, and

the camp extended near ten miles, fo that circumftances were va-

rioufly reported; and the different chiefs, ignorant of the real caufe

of the alarm, contented themfelves with waiting in their feveral

quarters under arms. About four thoufand of the fultan's troops in

this interim, croffed the river in boats and rafts, which had been pre-

pared for the purpofe. The enemy's foot ftationed to oppofe the

pafTage, terrified by the alarm in camp and the approach of the

fultan's forces, fled in confufion, without waiting to be attacked.

Before the morning Firoze Shaw had crofled the river with his whole

army, and at dawn afTaulted the enemy's camp with great fury.

Dewul Roy, grieved by the death of his fon, and panic flruck at

the bravery of the affailants, made but a faint refiftance. Before

funrife, having taken up his fon's corpfe, he fled with his army. The
fultan gained immenfe plunder in the xramp, and purfued him to the

vicinity of Beejanuggur. Several adlions happened on the way, all

of which were fortunate to the fultan; and the roads were heaped

up with the bodies of the flaughtered Hindoos.

When Dewul Roy had fliuthlmfelfup in the fort t)f Beejanuggur,

and no enemy remained in the field, Firoze Shaw difpatched Khan
Khanan and Meer Fuzzul Oollah to lay wafte the diftridts fouth of

the city, which were uncommonly populous and flourifhing. Cauzi

Serauje, in reward for his heroic exploit, being raifed to a high rank

of nobility, was detached with them. They left nothing undone in

performance of their inllrudlions 3 and having taken captives without

number, returnied to camp.

As great numbers of bramins had fallen into the hands of the

muffulmauns, their friends at Beejanuggur offered to afiill the roy

with large funiS ofmoney to purchafe peace and ranfom rhe captives.

Dewul Roy accepted their offers; and, after much negotiation,

Meer
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Meer Fuzzul Oollah agreed to accept * ten lacs of00ns for the royal

treafury, as a ranfom for the prifoners, and one lac for his own
interceffion. Accordingly, the bramins fent fix lacs, and Dewul

Roy five; ail which Fuzzul Oollah laid before the fultan, who
greatly praifed his difinterefted fervices. A treaty was then conclud-

ed between the powers, by which it was agreed, that their bound-

aries fhould remain the fame as before the war, and that one party

fhould not moleft the fubjedls of the other. Sultan Firoze Shaw
releafed his prifoners, and began his march to his own dominions.

When he had pafled the Tummedra, he difpatched Folaud Khan to

regulate the country between " the rivers, and, leaving the army, -

haftened with a few attendants to Koolburga.

. In a few months after the conclufion of this campaign, and the

beginning ofthe year 802, the fultan marched to punifh Nerfing ; ^^jj ,--0^

and upon his arrival before Mahoor, the governor of that place

having obtained quarter at the interceffion of fome of the nobility,

made large offerings, and joined the army with his children. The
fultan halted a month and five days at Mahoor, when he moved
towards Kurleh. Nerfing, who had great wealth and power, being

pofleffed of all the hills of ' Gondwaneh, and other countries, fcnt

rich prefents to the governors of Malwa and Khandefhe, entreating

afTiflance ; but though they had, through dread of his power, furnifhed

him formerly with aids, yet as they in fad: wifhed his ruin, they nowo

gave him a pofitive refufal. Notwithflanding this, Nerfing was

refolved to engage the fultan ; and, marching two cofs from Kurleh,

waited for his approach.

Sultan

» Near 400,0001. flerling.

b The iviftnah and 1 ummedra.
' TKe part of Berar rext Malwa, now belonging to Chimnajee Bhofelah, whofe

country is alio called Nagpore.
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Sultan Firoze Shaw was anxious to lead the battle In perfon -, but

as Khan Khanan and Meer Fuzzul Oollah Anjoo requefled to be

allowed to crufl:i the enemy with their own troops, he confented, and

gave them their difmiffion. They firft wrote to Nerling a letter of

remonftrance on the folly of his conducl, and advifing him to fubmit

to pay tribute 3 but he anfwered it only by threats of defiance, and

greater preparations for war. Khan Khanan and Meer Fuzzul

Oollah then attacked his lines, and a fevere conflid; enfued ; in

which Shujahut Khan, DillawerKhan, and Bahadur Khan, principal

nobles, obtained martyrdom 3 and, the infidels charging furioufly,

the troops of Ifla?m were broken. At this inftant it was reported to

Fuzzul Oollah, that Khan Khanan was flain. He commanded the

informer to keep the report lecret, and advancing with two hundred

hiorfe, ordered the march of vidory to beat, crying out, that the

fultan was coming to their affiftance. The troops at tbefe tidingst

rallied in great numbers, and he drove oif the enemy. He was foon

after joined by Khan Khanan, fuppofed to be flain j and they now
together charged the remaining enemy with fuch vigour, that they

foon put them to flight, and took prifoner Goful Roy, the fon of

Nerflng. The fugitives were purfued to Kurleh ; about ten thoufand

were flain in their flight ; and Nerflng, having with much difficulty

gained the fortrefs, fiiut himfelf up, and was clofely befieged by the

vidorious army of Iflaam.

At the end of two months, being reduced to great dift:refs he
begged terms; but received anfwer from the generals, that they

had no power to grant any ; and, unlefs Nerflng would throw him-
felf at the fultan's feet, he mufl: exped: none. Nerflng, feeing no
refource but compliance, went with his family to the fultan's camp
at Elichpore ; where, exprefllng forrow for his oflTence, and acknow-
ledging himfelf the fultan's vafliil, he offered to give up Kurleh;
but if his majefl:y chofe to admit him among the number of his

tributaries, and to draw the pen of forgivenefs over his crimes, he

would
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would pay every year the tribute fixed by fultan Alia ad Dien, and

remain conftant in the paths of obedience.

Sultan Firoze Shaw having pardoned Nerfing, gave him a drefs

of honour, richly embroidered with gold ; and having received one

of his daughters among his women, with forty fine elephants, a fum

of money, and other valuables and curiofities, ordered the fiege of

Kurleh to be difcontinued. Upon the jundlion of Khan Khanan and

Meer Fuzzul Oollah with his army, he difmiffed Nerfing, and

returned in triumph to the capital of Koolburga. As t^iis vidlory

was chiefly owing to Meer Fuzzul Oollah, that nobleman was pro-

moted to the command of the Berar army.

In the year 804, repeated accounts coming from the court of A. D. 1401.

Ameer Timur, of that great conqueror having conferred the throne

of Dhely on one of his fons, with orders to fubdue all the kingdoms

of Hindooftan, and that he had refolved to march in perfon to affift

his defigns, if necefiary ; Sultan Firoze Shaw fent ambalfadors to the

emperor, with rich prefents, and a letter expreffive of relpedtful

attachment. Timur received the ambafiadors gracioufly, and ac-

cepted the prefents. At the end of fix months, by means of feme

of the favourites at court, they reprefented to the emperor, that Firoze

Shaw was defirous to be numbered among his flaves, and would,

whenever his majefty fliould march himfelf, or fend one of the
,

princes, to conquer Hindoofian, haflen to join from Dekkan with

his troops. Timur, pleafed at his offers of attachment from fo great

a diftance, pronounced that he gave him the fovereignty of Dekkan,

Malwa, and Guzarat, with permiflion to ufe the umbrella, and all

other infignia of empire. He alfo delivered to the ambafiadors a

firmaun, containing the grant of the above countries, a fword fet

with jewels from his own fide, a royal robe, a Turkifli flave, and

four horfes, fuperior in beauty to any ever feen in Dekkan.

The
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The fultans of Malwa and Khandefhe, whofe power was yet

weak, alarmed at the ambition of fultan Firoze Shaw, fent am-

bafladors to court his friend£l:iip ; oblerving, that they ought to Hve

together hke brothers, and unite in alhance againft the power of the

emperor of Dhely. At the fame time they privately wrote to the roy

of Beejanuggur, that whenever he fhould need their affiftance againfl

fultan Firoze Shaw, to inform them, that they niight lend him all the

fupport in their power.

On thefe overtures, the roy of Beejanuggur changing his beha-

viour to the fultan, negledted to pay his tribute for four years ; and

Firoze Shaw, knowing the fecret enmity of his neighbours the ful-

tans of Guzarat and Malwa, did not prefs him, but winked at his

negledl, refolving to punifh it at his convenience.

There refided in the town of Mudkul a farmer, who was blefTed

with a daughter of fuch exquiiite beauty, that the creator feemed to

have united all his powers in making her perfe(ft. Agreeably to the

cuftom of Hindooftan, her parents wiihed in her childhood to betroth

her to one of her own caft ; but fhe requefted that the ceremony

might be delayed, with fuch earneftnefs, that to pleafe her it was put

off. Some time after, an old bramin, who had been on a pilgrimage

to Banaras, flopped on his return at her father's houfe, and was fo

delighted with her beauty, that he adopted her as his daughter, and

refblved to accomplifh her in mufic and dancing, of which he was

perfectly mafter. He continued near a year and half with her fami-

ly ; at the end of which, finding her completely fkilled in muiic and

all the graces of dancing, he took his leave, with a promife fhortly

to return, with propofals calculated for the honour of his pupil, and

the advantage of her family. The bramin, who had from the firfl

refolved to exalt his adopted daughter to royalty, proceeded to Bee-

januggur, and, being introduced to the roy, fpoke in fuch praife of

the beauty and accomplifhments of the young maid, that he was fired

with
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with deflre ofpoffefling her, and entreated the bramin to procure her

for him ofher parents in marriage. This requeft was what the bra-

min earneftly wifhed, and he immediately agreed to fatisfy him

;

upon which the roy difpatched him with rich gifts and great pro-

mifes of favour to the parents, and the title of ranee, or princefs, for

their beautiful daughter. The bramin loft no time in his journey,

and, upon his arrival at the fanner's houfe, delivered to him and his

wife the roy's orders that they fhould repair to Beejanuggur with

their daughter. The parents were overjoyed at fuch unexpected

good fortune, and calling for the young maid, laid before her the

rich gifts of the roy, congratulated her on being foon to be united ta

a great prince, and attempted to throw upon her neck a golden col-

lar fet with jewels, as the token of immediate efpoufals, and which,

if done, could not have been broken ofF»

The b eautiful virgin, to their great aflonifhment, drawing her

neck from compliance, refufed to receive the collar ; and obferved,.

that whoever entered the haram of Beejanuggur, was afterwards not

permitted to fee even her neareft relations and friends ; and though

they might be happy to lell her for worldly riches, yet fhe was too

fond of her parents to fubmit to eternal abfence from them, even

for all the fplendour of the palace of Beejanuggur. This declaration

was accompanied witli afFed:ionate tears, which melted her parents

;

who, rather than ufe force, difmifled the bramin with all his giftSj

and he returned chagrined and difappointed to Beejanuggur. The
maid then obferved to her parents, that £he had long had an inward
perfualion that ihe ihould become wife to a great prince of the faith

of Iflaam, and defired them to wait patiently the decrees of provi-

dence. Her parents fmiled at her fuppofed folly ; but, as advice and
remonilrance had no effed;, they fubmitted to be filent, and leave

her in the enjoyment of her own thoughts.
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When the bramin arrived at Beejanuggur, and related to the roy

the failure of his fcheme, the prince's love became outrageous, and

he refolved to gratify it by force, though the objedt relided in the

heart of Firoze Shaw's dominions. For this purpofe he quitted Bee-

januggur with a great army, on pretence of going the tour of his

countries ; and upon his arrival on the banks of the river Tummedra,

having feleded five thoufand of his beft horfe, and giving the reins of

his conduct to love, commanded them, in fpite of the remonftrances

of his friends, to march night and day with all expedition to Mudkul,

and, furrounding the village where Pertal lived, to bring her prifoner

to him, with her whole family, without injury.

As the roy had, in the excefs of love, loft his judgment, he
negleiled to fend the bramin to prevent the parents of his beloved
from being frightened at the approach of troops, and to tempt them
to remain in the place, fhould the alarm be fpread time enough for

the inhabitants to efcape ; fo that the country round Mudkul being
apprized of the enemy's approach, the inhabitants, and among them
Pertal's family, fled for fhelter to diftant parts.

The troops of Dewul Roy, being deprived of their expe<5led

prize, returned with expedition ; but on their route laid wafte feveral

towns and villages, before troops could be colledted to oppofe them.
At length Folaud, governor of the province, marched againft them,
and the plunderers, feeing themfelves greatly fuperior to him in
numbers, flopped to engage, and obliged him to retire. Being how-
ever, quickly reinforced, he purfued them a fecond time i and the
invaders, not dreaming of being followed by a beaten enemy, had
become carelefs on their march, fo that they were furprized and had
not time to form. Folaud Khan completely defeated them, and
flaughtered above two thoufand, before they recroffed the Tummedra.

Sultan
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Sultan Firoze Shaw, on hearing of this unprovoked and infolent

invafion, immediately iffued orders for afTembling his forces, and his

camp to be formed near Firozeabad. In the beginning of the winter

of the year 809, he moved in great force, and arrived near Beejanug- A. D. 1406.

gur, in which Dewul Roy had fhut himfelf up. An aflault was made

upon the city, "and the fultan got poffeffion of fome ftreets, which,

however, he was obliged to quit, his army being repulfed by the

Carnatickehs. Dewul Roy, encouraged by his fuccefs, now ventured

to encamp his army under protediion of the walls, and to molefl the

royal camp. As the muflulmauns could not make proper ufe of their-

cavalry in the rocky unevennefs of ground round Beejanuggur, they

were fomewhat difpirited. During this, fultan Firoze Shaw was .

wounded by an arrow in the hand, but he would not difmount; and

drawing out the arrow, bound up the wound with a cloth. The
enemy were atlafl: driven otF by the valour and adlivity of Ahmed
Khan and Khan Khanan, and the fultan moved farther from the city

to a convenient plain, where he halted till his wounded men were
recovered. Laying afide the defign of taking the city, he detached
a body often thoufand horfe under Khan Khanan and Mean Suddoh
his meer nobut, to lay wafte the country to the fouth of Beejanuggur ;

and fent meer Fuzzul Oollah Anjoo to befiege the fortrefs of Beek-
apore, the moft important in the Carnatic. The fultan, with the

remainder of his army, continued in the environs of the city, to

amufe Dewul Roy, and fortified his camp with a circle of cannon
and fireworks. Dewul Roy more than once attacked him, but was
always driven off with great flaughter. He then defifted from
attacks, and difpatched ambafiadors to beg aids of the fultans of
Malwa, Khandeflie, and Guzarat.

^
The fultan continued to employ Dewul Roy for four months,

during which Khan Khanan laid wafte the moft flourifliing towns and
diftridts of Carnatic, and Meer Fuzzul Oollah fucceeded iri the re-
duftion of the fortrefs of Beekapore, with it's valuable dependancies iM 2 tb^



:

86 FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

the government of which he committed, by the fultan's orders, to

Mean Suddoh, and with his army returned to the royal camp. Khan
Khanan alfo joined the army of the fultan with about fixty thoufand

captives, male and female, and a very rich plunder in treafure and

eiFed:s. The fultan received them with the favour due to their fer-

vices, and made a fplendid feftival in honour of his fuccefles, at

which he confulted on further operations. After fome debate, it

was refolved that Khan Khanan (hould remain oppofed to Dewul
Roy, while the fultan, accompanied by Meer Fuzzul Oollah>

marched to beliege the fortrefs of Oodnee, the ftrongefl in pofTeilion

of the enemy.

Intelligence of the fultan's defigns reaching Dewul Roy, as he

had been refufed affiftance from the fultans of Malwa, Khandefhe,

and Guzarat, he was plunged into a fea of defpair, and fent fome of

his principal nobility to treat for peace at the royal camp. The ful-

tan at liril refufed to grant it on any terms; but at length, being

moved by the advice and entreaties of Fuzzul OoUah, agreed, on

condition that the roy fhould give him his daughter in marriage,

f ten lacs of oons, five ^ muns of pearl, fifty choice elephants, and

two thoufand men and women (laves, fingers, dancers, and muficians

;

alfo, that the fort of Beekapore, already in his pofi'effion, fhould, to

obviate all future difputes, be ceded to him for ever, in part of the

marriage portion.

Though the "^ roies ofCarnatic had never yet married their daugh-
ters but to perfons of their own cafl, and giving them to flrangers

was
" Nearly 4CO5OO0I.

•» "i ht Bengal mun, or maund, is eighty pounds weight. The five here mentioned
of pearls could fcarcely be of that compilation ; but as the pearJ fiihery between Dek-
kan and Ceylon was for ages belonging to fhe roies of Betjanuggur, great quantities

muft have been in their pofleflion.

' From this it appears, that the roies of Beejanuggur were fovereigns of all the

ancient Carnatic.
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was highly difgraceful, yet Dewul Roy, out of neceflity, complied,

and preparations for celebrating the nuptials were made by both

parties. For forty days communication was open between the city

and the fultan's camp. Both fides of the road were lined with fhops

and booths, in which the jugglers, drolls, dancers, and mimics of

Carnatic difplayed their feats and fkill, to amufe paflengers. Khan

Khanan and Meer Fuzzul Oollah, with the cuftomary prefents of a

bridegroom, went to Beejanuggur, from whence at the expiration of

feven days, they brought the bride, with a rich portion and offerings

from the roy, to the fultan's camp. Dewul Roy having expreffed a

flrong defire to fee the fultan, Firoze Shaw with great gallantry

agreed to vifit him with his bride, as his father in law.

A day being fixed, he with the bride proceeded to Beejanuggur,

leaving the camp in charge of Khan Khanan. On the way he was

met by Dewul Roy in great pomp. From the gate of the city to the

palace, being a diftance of nearly fix miles, the road was fpread with

cloth of gold, velvet, fattin and other rich fiiufFs. The two prin-

ces rode on horfeback together, between ranks of beautiful boys and

girls, who waved plates of gold and filver » flowers over their heads as

they advanced, and then threw them to be gathered by the populace.

After this, the inhabitants of the city made offerings, both men and

women, according to their rank. After paflTing through a fquare

diredtly in the center of the city, the relations of Dewul Roy, who
had lined the ftreets in crowds, made their obeifance and offerings,

and joined the cavalcade on foot, marching before the princes.

Upon their arrival at the palace gate, the fultan and roy difmounted

from their horfes, and afcended a fplendid palanquin, fet with valuable

jewels, in which they were carried together to the apartments pre-

pared for the reception of the bride and bridegroom ; when Dewul
Roy

Or rather, Ttnall coin ftamped with the figure of a flower. They are ftill ufed ia

India, to diftribute in charity, and, on occafion, thrown by tlie purrebearers of the

great among the populace.

87



88 FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

Roy took his leave, and retired to his own palace. The fultan, after

being treated with royal magnificence for three days, took his leave

of the roy j who preffed upon him richer prefents than before given,

and attended him four miles on his way, when he returned to the city.

Sultan Firoze Shaw was enraged at his not going with him to his

camp, and faid to Meer Fuzzul Oollah, that he would one day have

revenge for the affront offered him by fuch negled. This declaration

being told to Dewul Roy, he made fome infolent remarks, fo that,

notwithftanding the connection of family, their hatred was not calm-

ed. Sultan Firoze Shaw proceeded to the capital of his dominions,

and difpatched perfons to bring the beautiful Pertal and her family

to court ; which being done, her beauty was found to furpafs all

that had been reported of it. The fultan obferving that he was too

old to efpoufe her himfelf, gave her to his fon Houffun Khan in

marriage, and gratified her parents with rich gifts and grants of land

in their native country. Pertal was committed to the care of the ful-

tan's aunt till the nuptial preparations were ready, when the knot

was tied, amid great rejoicings and princely magnificence.

A. D. 1407. In the year 810 Firoze Shaw, as he was a great encourager of

aftronomy, ordered an obfervatory to be built on the fummit of the

pafs called Ballaghaut j but this work being interrupted by the death

ofHakeem Houflun, the mofl able profeiTor, it was left unfinifhed.

A.D. 141 2. In 815 the fultan went, on pretence of hunting, into the country of

Gohndwarra, which he laid wafle, and brought away near three

<^ hundred elephants. Soon after this, the fultan hearing that the cele-

vbrated religious fyed Mahummud Geefoo-derauz, was arrived near

Koolburga from Dhely, ever anxious to honour merit, came himfelf

from Firozeabad to vifit him, and fent all the nobility of the court to

meet him; but, though he at firfl treated him with much attention,

on finding him unadorned by learning or fcience, he withdrew the

warmth of his favour.

Khan



^^nimmm

FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN, 2g

Khan Khanan, brother to the fultan, entertained for the holy,

fyed the ftrongeft veneration, built for him a fuperb convent, fpent

areat part of his time in attending his ledtures on divinity, and was

never abfent from his * wujd, or extacies ; at which times he diftri-

buted large fums to the fervants of the convent, and dirveflies.

In the year 818, the fultan having fixed on his fon HoufTun, a A;D. 1415.

weak and diffipated prince, to fucceed him, conferred upon him a

royal cap and veftband, with an umbrella, tents, and elephants,

peculiar to royalty. When he invited the nobles to acknowledge

him, he requefted alfo of the holy fyed to give him his bleflingj but

he anfwered, that to one chofen by the fultan the prayers of a fakeer

were of no moment. Sultan Firoze Shaw, diffatisfied with his de-

clining the blefllng, fent to beg it again, with much importunity

;

upon which the fyed obferved, that as the crown after him was

decreed to his brother Khan Khanan, by the will of providence, it

was vain to try to beftow it on another. The fultan, on hearing this,

was much alarmed, and ordered the fyed to leave the city, pretending

that his convent was too near the palace, and that the crowds of his

difciples and fludents were dangerous to the peace of the capital.

The fyed immediately obeyed, and retired out of the town to the

fpot where his tomb now ftands, and his followers foon eredled for

him a magnificent dwelling.

In the year 820 the fultan difpatched ambafladors to the roy of A. 0,1417.
Telingana, demanding fome years' arrear of tribute ; and he obey-

ing, fent the fums due, with fiich valuable prefents of money and
eifects, in addition, as fatisfied the fultan.

* The MEhutnmedan dirvefties often fall into real or pretended extacies at their

religious aflen.blies, when verfcs are recited from their poets ; and, when in thefe fits,

what they utter is regarded by their difciples as the effeft of prophetic infpiratim.

Durmgtlic paroxyfms, they dance, tear their clothes, and commit a thoufand extrava-

gancies. The wujd is not unlike the defcribed extacy of the ancient Pythian prieftefs*
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In the middle of this year, fultan Firoze Shaw formed the defign

of reducing the fortrefs of Mankul, now generally called Bilcondah.

Without regarding his relationihip to -the roy, he marched and com-

menced the liege, which extended to two whole years j at the end of

which, its redudiion not being the will of heaven, a peflilence broke

out in the royal army, in which men and horfes died every day in

alarming numbers. Difcontent and fear filled the furvivors, and

many cf the firft nobility deferted the camp, and fled, with their

followers, to their jaghires. At this crifis Dewul Roy colledted his

armyj and having obtained aids from all the furrounding princes,

even to the raja of Telingana, marched againft the fultan with a

vaft hoft of horfe and foot.

Firoze Shaw, though he judged his army unequal to oppofition,

yet impelled by royal jealoufy of his glory, in fpite of all the re-

monflrances of his friends, gave battle. Meer Fuzzul Oollah, who
commanded the troops of Iflaam, charged the infidels with heroic

vigour, and, routing their center, proceeded to attack their right

wing. He was on the point of gathering the flowers of vidtory,

when one of his own attendants, bribed for the purpofe by Dewul
Roy, gave him a mortal wound on the head, and he inllantly

quaffed the Iherbet of martyrdom. This fatal event changed the for-

tune of the day ; the fultan was defeated, and with the utmoft diffi-

culty, by the mofl; furprizing and gallant efforts, made his efcape from,

the field. The Hindoos made a general maflacre of the muflul-

mauns, and eredled a platform with their heads on the field of battle.

They followed the fultan into his own country, which they wafted

with fire and fword, took many places, broke down mofques and

holy places, flaughtered the people without mercy j by their adiions

feeming to difeharge the treafured malice and refentment of ages.

Sultan Firoze Shaw, in the exigence of diftrefs, requefted aid of the

fultan of Guzarat, who, having but juft acceded to the throne,

could afford none. At laft fortune took a turn favourable to his

affairs
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affairs, and the enemy, after repeated battles, were expelled from

his dominions by the fultan's brother. Khan Khanan. But thefe

misfortunes dwelt on the mind of Firoze Shaw, now old, and he

fell into a lingering diforder and lownefs of fpirts.

During his illnefs, the fultan gave the reins of government into

the hands of two of his Haves, one named * Hofhiar Ein al Moolk,

and the other ^ Nizam Bedar al Moolk, flrengthening their influence

with the whole weight of his authority. Thefe miniliers, jealous of

the popularity and ambition of Khan Khanan, obferved to the fultan,

that the government of Dekkan could only be fecured to his fon

Houflan Khan, when the kingdom ihould be cleared of the power
and influence ofKhan Khanan. The fultan then recolledled the pre-

diction offyed Mahummud Geefoo-derauz, and determined to prevent

a poflibihty of his afpiring to the throne, by having his brother

blinded. Khan Khanan, being informed of the fultan's defign by his

fpies, prepared for flight. During the night he went with his fon

Alia ad Dien to the dwelling of the holy fyed, to requefl: his advice

and blefling. The fyed took the turban from his own fon's head,

and dividing it into two parts, tied one round the head of the father

and fon, and extending his hands over them, hailed them both with

fUture royalty. Khan Khanan, after this ceremony, returned to his

houfej and, having fpent the remainder of the night in preparation,

iflued from the gates at dawn of day with four hundred faithful com-
panions. At the gate he was faluted, after the royal form, by a

celebrated merchant, named Khulf Houflfun Buflbreh, one of his

earlieft acquaintance, who had heard of his defign.

Khan Khanan defired him to haften to his own dwelling, lefl he

{hould be feen by the officers of the court, and fufFer trouble on his

account. To this Houffun remarked, that to be a companion in the

•N days
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days of profperlty, and to caft the duft of inconftancy in the eyes of a

friend in adverfity, was not becoming a virtuous man ; that while he

had a fpark of life within him, he Ihould be loath to quit his patron-

age ; and hoped, if he would receive him among the number of his

fervants, to perform fome fervices of importance. Khan Khanan,

pleafed at his attachment, confented to his accompanying him, and

faid, that if the reins of empire fhould ever be held in his hands, he

fhould be his guide and minifter. He then left the city, and in the

evening arrived at Khankhananpore, which he vowed to dedicate to

the ufe of the fyeds of Mecca and Medina, Nujeef and Kerballa,

fhould he become king.

Hofliiar and Bedar, on learning the flight ofKhan Khanan, went
with anxious impatience to the fultan ; and, having obtained per-

miffion to purfue him, marched with all expedition, attended by four

thoufand horfe and fome war elephants. Khan Khanan was for con-
cealing himfelf in the country, till he could prevail on fome of the
nobility to aflert his caufe^ but Houflfun, dilTuading him from it,

fent to Koolburga, Bieder, and Kallean, from whence he procured a
number of the difaffeded and idle to enlift. Some days were pafTed
in moving from place to place, to avoid fighting, when, at laft, the
minifters were reinforced, and all hope of efcape cut off; nor could
Khan Khanan hope to engage with fuccefs, the enemy being eight
tboufand ftrong, and his whole force not amounting to more than a
thoufand. In this crifis, a band of grain merchants, called in Hin-
dooftan, Bunjarehs, in their way from Berar, with two thoufand
head of oxen, halted in the neighbourhood of Kallean, as alfo three
hundred horles, which fome dealers had brought to fell from Lahore.
Khulf Houiiun, who was eager for oppofition, purchafed them all,
and making red and green banners, after the cuilom of Dekkan
mounted a man with a flag on each ox. He placed fome cavalry i^
front of this mock force, with orders to appear at a diflance when
the engagement fhould commence, and to proclaim, that fome prin-

cipal
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cipal atnras had arrived from their jaghires to affifl Khan Khanan.

Khan Khanan at firft regarded the fcheme as ridiculous, but at laft

confented to embrace it,^as he could not avoid fighting. In the

morning Khan Khanan moved flbwly with his motley army towards

the enemy, encouraging his troops by declaring that fuch and fuch

noblemen were haftening to join him, and then only a few miles

from them. Hofhiar and Bedar alfo dreaded the event of his being

reinforced, and eagerly accepted the prefent offer of battle, hoping

to prevent it. When the fight had begun, Khulf Houfliin, advancing

his horfe in front of the oxen, and waving his banners, appeared

marching from behind a grove at fome diftance, which ftruck the

enemy with a belief that the amras were arrived to Khan Khanan's

afliflance ; and a vigorous charge being made at the fame time, the

right of the enemy broke in confufion. Hofhiar and Bedar, who
were in the center, feeing their men on the right fly, and terrified at

the fuppofed new troops, after a flight oppofition were routed, and
driven from the field. Khan Khanan, thus unexpedledly viQiorious,

purfued the fugitives ; and having taken many elephants, horfes, and
much plunder, encamped at a fmall difliance from Koolburga, and
was joined by numbers of the royal troops from all quarters.

Sultan Firoze Shaw, notwithflianding his indifpofitlon and weak-
nefs, fpread the royal umbrella over the head of HouflTun Khan, by
the advice of his miniflers ; and having entrufl:ed the citadel to fome
faithful fervants, put himfelf in a palanquin (being too infirm to

travel otherwife) at the head of many of the nobility, four thoufand
horfe, a great number of foot, fome artillery, and many elephants,

to oppofe his brother Khan Khanan. An engagement took place a
few miles from the city. The body in which fultan Firoze Shaw
was, being hard pufhed, a report fpread through the army that he
was killed j upon which the nobility and troops came over in great

numbers to the flandard ofKhan Khanan. Hofhiar and Bedar, being

N 2 alarmed
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alarmed at the great defertion, fled with the fultan precipitately

towards the citadel, at the gates of which fultan Firoze Shaw re-

covered from a fainting fit, into which he had fallen from alarm and

fatigue.

Khan Khanan, out of refpecft, would not allow the fultan to be

purfued ; but when he heard of his being in the fort, marched to the

capital, and encamped under the walls of the citadel. Hofliiar and

Bedar, together with HouiTun Khan, manned the works, and began

to molell the beiiegers with fhot and arrows. A ball entering the

tent of Khan Khanan, wounded fome perfons fitting near him, upon

which he retreated to a greater diilance.

Sultan Firoze Shaw, at length, calling his fon Houfilin Khan
before him, obferved, that empire refi:ed on the attachment of the

nobility and army, and as they had moftly declared for his uncle,

he had better wind up the rolls of oppofition, which could only

occafion publick calamities, and fubmit to his power. After this

he ordered the gates of the palace to be thrown open, and admitted

Khan Khanan, with a number of his attendants. Khan Khanan ap-

proaching the bed of the fultan, bowed his head at his feet, when
Firoze Shaw exprefl"ed pleafure at feeing him, faying, that he

praifed God for letting him behold his brother fovereign, of which

high dignity he was truly deferving ; that paternal afFed:ion had

made him wifh his fon for his fucceflbr, but as he was difappointed,

he left his kingdom to God, and his fon to his care. He then

begged he would afilime the throne, and take care of his perfon

for the little time he might remain his guefl:. Khan Khanan, the

fame day, put on the royal turban invented by his brother, and

mounting the throne Firozeh, ftiled himfelf Sultan Ahmed Shaw,
commanding coins to be ftruck, and the khootbah to be read in his

jiame. As fultan Firoze Shaw, ten days after this, refigned his

foul
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foul to the guardians of paradife, his body was depofited with

great funeral pomp and royal ceremony, near the tombs of his

anceftors. He reigned twenty five years, feven months, and fifteen

days. It is faid in fome books, that he was put to death through

policy, by his brother; but no good foundation appears for the

report.
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SULTAN

*AHMED SHAW WULLEE BHAMENEE,

oULTAN Ahmed Shaw underftood well the rules of civil policy

and military affairs. Copying his brother, he paid great refped; to

the fyeds, learned men, and divines, omitting voluntarily nothing

for their benefit and encouragement. In the beginning of his reign,

on account of the predictions made by him of his fuccefs, he ihower-

ed favours on the venerable fyed Mahummud Geefoo-derauz, and, as

the people generally follow the opinions of their king, the natives or

Dekkan chofe him for their guide in religious affairs ; fo that his

refidence became a place of pilgrimage to all fedts. The fultan with-

drew his attachment from the family of fhekh Serauje ad Dien, to the

holy iyed ; to whom he granted in perpetuity feveral towns, villages,

and extenfive lands near Koolburga, and built for him a mofl mag-
nificent college, not far from the city. " Though it has now pafled

from the family of Bhamenee to the fultans of Beejapore, yet mofl of
the eftates, given by the former princes, are flill in pofleflion of the

fyed's defcendants. The people of Dekkan have fuch a refped: for

the faint, that a Dekkanee, on being once queflioned by a humourift,

who was the greatefl perfonage, Mahummud or he, replied, with
feeming wonder at his query, that the prophet was undoubtedly a
great man, but fyed Mahummud Geefoo-derauz a far fuperior kind
of being.

Sultan
* The excellent fultan, friend of God.
" Feriflita wrote in the beginning of Jehaungeer, about the year 1607.
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Sultan Ahmed Shaw, from the inftant he mounted the throne,

turned all his attention to ftrengthen his army, and obtain revenge

for the invafions of the roy of Beejanuggur in the laft reign. He ap-

pointed Khulf Houffun vaqueel al fultunnut, with the rank of twelve

hundred ; and, as he was a merchant, conferred upon him the title of
• mallek al tijar. This title is flill given in Dekkan, where it is

efleemed one ofthe moft honourable. Houffun, admiring the fidelity
i

of the minifters of the late fultan, thought them worthy ofconfidence,

and interceded for them with the fultan, who, at his recommenda-

tion, honoured Hofliiar Ein al Moolk with the title of ameer al amra

and rank of fifteen hundred ; and giving the government of Dowlu-

tabad to Bedar Nizam al Moolk, exalted him to the rank of two

thoufand. We are told, that the princes of Bhamenee confined the

higheft rank of nobility to two thoufand, in which were admitted

only four perfons, the terruffdars, or governors of the four capital

divifions of the kingdom. From this, the ranks were continued

down as low as two hundred, but none of lefs rank were efteemed

noble. An ameer of a thoufand had the privilege of carrying in his

fuit the '' toghe, ' ullum, and drums, as infignia of dignity.

The late fultan's fon, Houffun Khan, though legal heir to the

fovereignty ofDekkan, Ahmed Shaw, (contrary to the opinions of

his minifters, who advifed his being flridly confined or put to death,)

appointed an ameer of five hundred, and gave him the palace of

Firozeabad for his refidence, with an ample jaghire, and permiffion

to hunt or take his pleafure within eight miles round his palace,

without reftriftion to time or form. As this prince was entirely

devoted to indolence and pleafure, he was more fatisfied with this

power of indulging his appetites, than with the charge of empire.

While
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While his uncle lived, he enjoyed his eafe, and no difference ever

happened between them ; but he was afterwards blinded and kept

confined to the palace of Firozeabad.

When Ahmed Shaw had, by his virtues, imprefled the minds of

his people with afFeiflion to his government, he ftationed a ftrong

force on the frontiers of his dominions towards Guzarat, to prevent

invafions from that quarter, and then marched towards Carnatic with

forty thoufand horfe. Dewul Roy without delay colledied his

troops, and calling the roy of Warunkul to his affiftance, marched

with a moft numerous army, in the hope of extirpating the mufful-

mauns, to the bank of the Tummedra, where he fixed his camp.

Sultan Ahmed Shaw being arrived on the oppofite bank, fur-

rounded his camp with carriages, after the ufage of * Room, to

prevent the enemy's foot from making night attacks, and halted for

forty days ; during which his detachments of horfe laid wafte all

the country of Dewul Roy on one fide the river. He endeavoured to

tempt the Hindoos to crofs and give him battle on the ground which,

he regarded as advantageous, but in vain. At length, tired with

delay, the fultan fummoned a council of his nobility, and finding

them unanimous for croffing the river, then fordable, and attacking

the enemy on their own ground, refolved on doing it the next

morning.

The roy of Warunkul deferted his ally, and withdrew to his own
country, with all his troops. Early in the morning, Lodi Khan,

Aulum Khan, and Dillawer Khan, who had marched during the

night and forded the river at a diftance, reached the environs of the

enemy's camp. It happened that the roy was fleeping, attended by
only a few perfons, in a garden, clofe to which was a thick plan-

tation

' Turkey in Europe.
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tation of fugar cane. A body of the mufTulmauns entered the garden

for plunder, and Dewul Roy, being alarmed, fled almofl naked into

the fugar cane plantation. Here he was found by the foldiers, who

thought him only a common perfon, and having loaded him with a

bundle of canes, obliged him to run with it before them. Dewul

Roy, rejoiced at his being undiicovered, held his peace, and took up

the burden readily, hoping that he fhould be difcharged as a poor

perfon, or be able to make his efcape.

They had not gone far, when the alarm of fultan Ahmed Shaw's

having crolTed the river, and the lofs of the roy, filled the camp, and

the Hindoos began to difperfe. The fultan entered the camp, and

Dewul Roy's maflers, hoping now for more valuable plunder than

fugar cane, hailened to join their friends, leaving him to fhift for

himfelf. Dewul Roy ran with his own troops, and about noon came
up with fome of his nobles, by whom he was recognized and received

with great joy. His fafety being made known, his army rallied into

fome order; but, as he regarded the late accident as an ill omen, he

laid afide all thoughts of engaging in the field, and fled to Beejan-

uggur.. .. ^.:- -::;;'-/.::

Ahmed Shaw not flopping to befiege the city, overran the open

country, and wherever he came, put to death men, women, and

children, without mercy, contrary to the compad; made by his

anceflor Mahummud Shaw with the roies of Beejanuggur. Laying
afide all humanity, whenever the number of flain amounted to twenty

thoufand, he halted three days, and made a feftival in celebration of
the bloody work. He broke down the idol temples, and deflroyed

the colleges of the bramins. During thefe operations, a body of five

thoufand Hindoos, enraged to defperation at the deftrudion of their

country and the infijlts to their gods, united in taking an oath to fa-

crifice their hves in attempting to kill the fultan, as the grand author

O of
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of all their fufferings. For this purpofe they employed fpies to obferve

his motions, that they might feize the firft opportunity of action.

It happened, that the fultan going to hunt, in the eagernefs of chafe

feparated from the body of his attendants, and advanced near twelve

miles from his camp. The devoted infidels, informed of the circum-

ftance, immediately haftened to intercept him, and arrived in fight

when even his perfonal attendants, about two hundred Moguls,.were

at fome diftance from him. The fultan alarmed, galloped on in

hopes of gaining a fmall mud inclofure, which flood on the plain as

a fold for cattle ; but was fo hotly purfued, that fome broken ground

falling in his way, he was not able to crofs it before his purfuers

came up. Luckily fome archers at this inftant arrived to his aid, fo

that the enemy were delayed fufficiently to give the fultan time to

reach the inclofure with his friends. The infidels attempted to enter,

and a fharp conflidt took place ; all the faithful repeating the ^ creed

of teflimony, and fwearing to die, rather than fubmit. Syed Houifuii

Buduckfhi, Meer AH Syeftaanee, Meer Ali Cabulee, and Abdoolla

Khoord, in this fight did fuch fervices, as procured them the fultan's

iafting praifes and gratitude. Their little troop being moftly killed and

wounded, the aflailants advanced clofe to the wall, which they began

to throw down with pickaxes and hatchets, fo that the fultan was

reduced to the extremity of dirtrefs. At this critical juncture arrived

Abd al Kadir, firil armourbearer to the fultan, and a body of troops,

with whom, fearful of fome accident having happened to occafion

his abfence, he had left the camp in fearch of his mafler. The in-

fidels had completed a wide breach, and were preparing to enter,

when they found their rear fuddenly attacked. The fultan with his

remaining friends joined Abd al Kadir in attacking the enemy, who
after a long flruggle were driven off the field, with the lofs of a thou-

sand men, and about,five hundred ofthe muiTulmauns obtained martyr-

dom. Thus the fultan, by the almoft infpired caution ofAbd al Kadir,

acceded.

* There is no god but God, and Mahummud Is his Prophet.
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acceded, as it were a fecond time, from the depths of -danger to the

enjoyment ofempire. It deferves place among the records of time,

as a remarkable event, that two fovereigns at the head of armies,

fhould fall into fuch danger for want of numbers, and both efcape

uninjured. Sultan Ahmed Shaw, the fame day, raifed Abd al Kadir

to the rank of two thoufand, the-government of Berar, and title of

Khan Jehaun ; to which he added the appellations of Life-bellowing

Brother, and Faithful Friend. Abd al Lutteef, his brother, was

raifed to the fame rank, with the title of Azim Khan. All who had

any {hare in the fultan's deliverance were amply rewarded with titles,

bounties and commands. As the Mogul archers had been of great

ufe, he gave orders to Mallek al Tijaar to form a body of three thou-

fand, compofed of the natives of * Eerauk, Khoraflan, Maweralnere,

Turky, and Arabia, and commanded all his officers to pracSife them-

felves, children, and dependants, at ihooting with the arrow.

After this event, Ahmed Shaw, having laid wafte the whok
country, marched to Beejanuggur, which he kept fo clofely blocked

up, that the inhabitants were reduced to the greateft diilrefs ; when
Dewul Roy, to fpare his people, fent ambaffadors to the fultan en-

treating peace -, to which he confented, on condition that he would

fend the tribute of as many years as he had negledled to pay, laden

on his beft elephants, and conduced by his fon, with his drums,

trumpets, and all other infignia of ftate, to his camp. Dewul Roy,

unable to refufe compliance, agreed to the demands, and fent his fon

with thirty favourite elephants, loaded with treafure and valuable

effeds. The fultan fent fome noblemen to meet him, and, after

being led in ceremony through the market and great flreets of the

camp, he was brought to the prefence. The fultan, after embracing,

permitted him to fit at the foot of his throne ; and putting on his

ihoulders a magnificent robe, and girding him. with a fabre fet with

Jewels, gave him twenty beautiful horfes of various countries, a male

O 2
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» Provinces of Syria, Perfia, and Tartary.
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elepliant, dogs for the chafe, and three hawks, which the Car-

natickehs were till then ftrangers to the ufe of. He then marched

from the environs of Beejanuggur, and on his arrival on the bank' of

the Kiftnah, difmiffed the roy's fon, and returned to Koolburga.

A. D. 1421.

This year, no rain falling, a grievous famine raged through all

Dekkan, and multitudes of cattle died on the parched plains, for

want of water. The faltan enlarged the pay of his troops, and

opened all the royal ftores of grain for the eafe of the poor; but the

next year alfo no rain appearing, the people became feditious, com-

plaining, that the * fultan's reign w^as unlucky, and difpleafing to

God. The fultan was much afflidled, and repaired to pray for the

divine compaffion on his fubjedls. His prayers were heard, and a

plentiful fliower fell almoft immediately. Thofe who had abufed

him, now became loud in his praife, calling him " Wulleh, and

worker of miracles. The fultan returned with joy and thankfgiving

to his palace, amid the acclamations of his people, who now blamed

their own raihnefs of opinion.

In the year 828, the fultan, to be revenged of the roy ofWarun-

kul for joining the roy of Beejanuggur, marched to fubdue his

country, and all Telingana. On his arrival at Golconda, he fent an.

army before him under Khan Azim, and made a halt with the main
body for twenty fevcn days. During this time he received accounts

that Khan Azim, notwithflanding his fmall force, had defeated the

enemy, killed feven thoufand men, and obtained pofleffion of War-
unkul

» Among other fuperftitions, the natives of Hmdoo/lan regard the failure of the

ufual rains, as a mark of divine difpleafure to their Sovereigns ; and in times of

drought, it is ufual for the emperor, or governors of towns and diftrids, to go out,

attended by eminent religious and the people, to pray for rain. They generally chufe

a time when the clouds hang heavy, and promife the accomplilhment of their petitions,

I have heard marvellous ftories from the natives, of tlie fudden efFeit of thefe folemn

prayers.

» Friend of God.
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tinkul, the roy being flain in the adion. The fultan moved to

Warunkul, and took poiTeffion of the buried treafures of ages, which

had till now been preferved from plunder, and acQumulated yearly by

the ceconomy of the roies. He conferred on Khan Azim ten large

and ten fmall elephants, a girdle fet with jewels, four firings of fine

pearls, and a large fum of money ; after which he detached him to

reduce the other towns of Telingana -, which having eifedled in the

fpace of four months, he returned to the fultan at Warunkul.
He was now ordered to reduce fome ftrong pofls in poffeffion of the;

deceafed roy's heirs, while Ahmed Shaw returned to Koolburga,.

In the year 829, Ahmed Shaw marched to reduce a rebellious A. D. 1425.

zemindar, who had feized the fort of Mahoor from the royal garri-

fon. The rebel was foon reduced, but the fultan, who had ailured

him of pardon on fubmiffion, put him to death as foon as he fell

into his hands, with five or fix thoufand of his followers, as examples

to deter others from rebellion. The fultan pofiTeffed himfelf of a

diamond mine in Gohndwareh, where he raifed many temples of

idols, and erecting mofques on their fites, appropriated to each fome
tradts of land, to maintain dirvefhes and fupply lamps and oil for ^

divine fervice. He halted near a year at Elichpore, founded.

Kaween, repaired the fortrefs of Pernalieh, and then returned to his

capital Koolburga.

As fultan Hofhung Shaw ofMaiwa dreaded the neighbourhood of
Ahmed Shaw, he made propofals to his tributary, Nerfing Roy of
Kurleh, to enter into alliance agaiml the hpufe of Bhameneej and
the roy refufing to accede to his demands, Hofhung Shaw twice in-

vaded his country, but was expelled both times with difgraceful

lofi"es. He however made a third attempt, fo unexped:edly, that

Nerfing could not gain time to collect his troops, and was obliged
to retire to his fortrefs. In the year 830, Nerfing petitioned Ahmed . ^Shaw for affiftance, obferving, that from the day of his having fub-

'* '

mitted
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mitted to become tributary to Firoze Shaw, he had never wandered

from the path of obedience ; that he was efteemed by all the fur-

rounding ftates as a tributary to his houfe, whom to delay fupporting,

in the days of misfortune, would be ungenerous.

Ahmed Shaw immediately ordered Khan Jehaun, governor of

Berar, to march to the fuccour of Neriing; and moved himfelf,

with fevcn. thoufand horfe, to Elichpore, to be ready, if neceflary,

to fupport him. Holhung Shaw, judging the fultan's not being

with the army to proceed from fear, advanced to Kurleh, plundered

the country round, and opened the tongue of ridicule on the inacti-

vity ofAhmed Shaw i which being informed of, he marched rapidly

to relieve Kurleh.

At this time fome venerable divines reprefented to the fultan,

that none of his anceftors had ever affifted infidels againft mulTul-

inauns, that it was againft the laws of the faith, and fhould be

avoided, as indelible difgrace. The fultan, then within forty miles

of the enemy's camp, was ftruck with the remonftrance, and im-
mediately ftopped his march; writing to Hofhung Shaw, that,

as Nerfing was one of his dependants, it would promote friendfhip to

defift from attacking him, and return to his own country j that he
himfelf was, at the remonftrances of the divines, going back im-
mediately to his capital.

Ahmed Shaw begun his retreat before the meflenger had arrived^

in the enemy's camp. Hofhung Shaw was filled with rage and con-

tempt at the meflage ; and knowing his own army fupenor to the

fultan's, a" he had only fifteen thoofand horfe, by double his num-
bers, refolved to purfue him ; which he did with iuch rapidity, as

alvvays to oncaaip on the ground his enen^y had left in the morning,

committing great depredations on his route.

Ahmed
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Ahmed Shaw, flung at this afFront, aflembled his divines, telling

them, that he thought he had already fufficiently fhewn his regard

for the laws of the faith, by fufFering difhonour to his arms. He
then ordered his baggage to go on before, and halted his army in

difpolition of battle ; giving the command of his right wing to Khan

Jehaun, the left to Abdoolla Khan, grandfon of * Ifmael Mukh, and

committing the royal umbrella to his fon, the prince Alia ad Dien,

pofted him in the center. He then, with two thoufand chofen horfa

and twelve war elephants, retired to a fpot he had fixed upon as an.

ambufh for the enemy..

Hofliung Shaw, who had not yet been oppofed, expected the:

Dekkanees were ftill flying before him, and advanced without any

regard to the order of his army. When he came up with them, he

had not time to make a difpofition; but feeing no remedy for his

neglect, but valour, charged in a confufed manner with feventeen

thoufand men. When the lines were engaging, fultan Ahmed Shaw
ruihed from his ambufh, with his elephants and two thoufand men,
on the rear of the army of Malwa ; which, confounded between two

attacks, was panic flruck, and fled with precipitation. The Dek-
kanees purfued them, and killed above two thoufand men, took all

their baggage and two hundred elephants, with the women and all

the haram of Hofhung Shaw. Nerfing, hearing of the defeat ofthe

Malwes, quitted his fortrefs, and intercepted them in their pafTage

through his country, killing great numbers. Sultan Ahmed Shaw
lamented this misfortune, and having conferred magnificent prefents

on the women and children of Hofhung Shaw, fent them to Malwa,

efcorted by fome perfons of rank and confidential eunuchs, without

demanding any ranfom. Nerfing came to pay his refpedts to the

fultan, accompanied by his fons 3 and having prevailed upon him to

vifit

105.

» For a fliort time fultan Nafir ad Dien, as related in the account of the firfl,

Bhamenee fovereign.
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vifit Kurleh, entertained him with princely fplendour, making rich

offerings, among which were many valuable diamonds, rubies, and

pearls. He condudled the fultan back as far as Mulhoora, from

whence he received leave to return home, after having been favoured

with honorary dreffes, and other marks of the fultan's approbation.

It is written in the hiftory of Malwa, that another battle hap-

pened between the two fultans, on account of Nerfing's calling

Hofhung Shaw to his affiftance, when Ahmed Shaw befieged

Kurleh : but as the writers of Dekkan do not record it, God only

knows the truth. The fultan, in his march from this war, on his

arrival at Bieder took the amufement of hunting ; and coming to a

rnoft beautiful fpot, finely watered, refolved to build upon it a city

to be called after his own name, Ahmedabad. A citadel of great

extent and ftrength was eredled on the very fite of Bieder, the an-

cient capital of the princes of the country, who, according to the

Hindoo books, five thoufand years back poffefTed the whole extent

of Meerhut, Carnatic, and Telingana. Raja Bheem-Sein was one

of the moft celebrated of this houfe ; and the hiflory of the loves of

his daughter and Raja Nul, king of Malwa, are famous through all

Hindooflan. Their ftory was tranflated from the Hindoo language

by fhekh Fiezee, under the title of Nul and Dummun, into perfian

verfe, at the command of the emperor Akber.

Sultan Ahmed Shaw, willing to flrengthen his family by alliance,

alked the daughter of NufTeer Khan, prince of Khandefhe, who
prided himfelf on his defcent from * Omar Farook, in marriage for

ills fon fultan Alia ad Dien. Nuffeer Khan, who dreaded the king

of Guzarat, regarded the offer of this alliance as fortunate, and,

readily confenting to the marriage, fent his daughter in great pomp
with ambaffadors to Ahmedabad Bieder, and fultan Ahmed Shaw

prepared

» One of tlie friends of Mahummud, and third caliph.
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prepared a palace without the city for her refidence, till preparations

were finished for her entry. The nuptials were then celebrated with

great rejoicings and magnificent feftivals, which lafted for two months.

The fiiltan now thought proper to make a divifion of his terri-

tories among his children. Ramgeer, Mahoor, and KooUum, with

part of Berar, were allotted to Mhamood Khan, whom he difpatched

to take pofleffion. To Daood Khan he gave royal infignia, and fent

him with a number of the nobility to eftablifli himfelf in Telingana.

Alia ad Dien he appointed to fucceed him in the throne, and his

youngeft fon, Mahummud, to be his colleague in power. He took

the oaths of his fubje6ls to obferve this arrangement, thinking by
them to fecure what was impoffible could ever ftand. Mallek al

Tijar was raifed to the rank of two thoufand, and appointed gover-

nor of Dowlutabad.

107

In the latter end of the year 833, the fultan ordered Mallek al

Tijar to march into the country of * Kokun, extending along the

coaft of the Indian ocean, and to clear it of rebels and difturbers.

Mallek al Tijar in a fhort time executed his inftrudlions fo fully,

that he delivered the whole country from confufion,and fent feveral

elephants and camels loaded with gold and filver, the fruits of his

conquefts, to court. Ahmed Shaw, in reward of his fervices, con-

ferred upon him a fuit of his own robes, a fword fet with jewels, and

other gifts, with which, before this, no fervants of the houfe of
Bhamenee had ever been diftinguifhed.

Mallek al Tijar, from his excefs of zeal for the fultan's glory,

reduced the iQand of ''Mahaim, belonging to the kings of Guzaratj

P upon

* At prefent in the hands of Tippoo and the Mharattas principally. I apprehend

the term to be applied here to the whole extent of what we call the coaft of Malabar

below the pafles.

* I apprehend Bombay, which the Indians call Mahaimbee. Mahe is too far

fouth

\J
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upon which, fultan Ahmed Shaw Guzaratee fent his fon Zuffir Khan,

with an army, to retake it. Upon this, the fultan of Dekkan alfo

dilpatched his fon Alia ad Dien to reinforce Mallek al Tijar. Both

armies remained fome time encamped in fight of each other, on op-

pofite banks of an inlet of the fea, without either having the boldnefs

to attack. At length, prince Alia ad Dien, being afFedled greatly in

his health by the unwholefome air and water ofthe country, removed

fome days' journey, for a change of air. ZufRr Khan, during his ab-

fence, attacked Mallek al Tijar, and after a very defperate conflift

of the two armies, the brother of the Dekkan general was taken

prifoner, and two chief officers killed. The army of Dekkan re*

ceived a total defeat ; and effedls innumerable, with tents, elephants,

and horfes, fell into the hands of the Guzaratees. In the » Tarekh

Mhamood Shawee it is written, that fultan Alia ad Dien was in this

ad;ion, and difplayed proofs of heroic bravery ; but, as vidlory de-

pends not folely on human exertions, he, with Mallek al Tijar, was

obliged to fly with precipitation.

II

Sultan Ahmed Shaw, in a fhort time after the defeat, having

recruited his army, marched towards Guzarat j and fultan Ahmed
Shaw Guzaratee haftened with his forces to meet him. The Dek-
kanees laid fiege to the fortrefs of Tunbole ; but the fultan, on hear-

ing of the enemy's march towards him, railed the fiege, and moved
to oppofe him. Both armies lay near each other for fome time

inad:ive ; till at length the divines and learned men on both fides

extinguished the flames of mutual enmity between the kings,

by the pure waters of admonition, and it was agreed, that each

Ihould rell fatisfied with the diflridls and forts in his pofleffion, nor

in future covet the territories of the other.

The

fouth on the coaft of Malabar, for us to fuppofe it ever in the hands of the Guzarat

fultans.

» A hiftory of Guzarat.
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The author of the » Tarekh Alfee relates, that in the year 835 A.D. 1431.

the fultan, hearing that Mahummud Khan, fon of the fultan of
Guzarat, was employed on a diilant expedition to Nudderbar,
marched againft him ; upon which Ahmed Shaw Guzaratee haftened

to afllft his fon ; but the Dekkanees, on his approach, retreating

four ftages, he returned towards his capital, and encamped on the

banks of the Taptee. Here he learned that the Dekkanees had

returned and laid iiege to Tunbole ; upon which he moved againft

them, and an engagement enfued, which lafled from morning till

night, without decifion in the favour of either army ; but both the

fultans in the night retreated to their own country, without propofals

of peace or any agreement. Some other hiftorians relate the particu-

lars of the fiege of Tunbole j but, as copying them would occalion

prolixity, Ipafs them over.

In this year was finiilied the citadel of " Ahmednuggur, built

with flone, for which the fultan ordered publick rejoicings. He
put to death his filler's fon. Sheer Khan, whofe life he regarded as

prejudicial to the interefls of his own children. In the year 837, a.U. r433«

Hofhung Shaw, taking opportunity of the difagreements between .,

Guzarat and Dekkan, invaded the country of Nerfing, whom he

killed in battle, and the fort of Kurleh with its dependancies came

into his poffeffion.

Sultan Ahmed Shaw, upon receiving intelligence of this lofe,

jnarched towards the Malwa army ; but Nuffeer Khan, prince of

Khandeihe, interfering, by his mediation the two fultans were pre-

vented from coming to adtion j and, after much negotiation, it was

agreed, that the fort of Kurleh fhould belong to Hofliung Shaw,

P 2 and

* A general liiftory, written at the command of Akber, comprifing the events of one

thoufand years from the Mahummedan aera.

" Called Alimedabad, to diftinguifti it from another Ahmednuggur, founded long

afterwards by the Nizam Shawee fovereign.
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and all the province of Berar to Ahmed Shaw. A treaty was Con-

cluded, and obfervance of it fworn to in a folenin manner, by the

two fultans, who afterwards returaed to their feveral capitals. Not
iong after, the fultan marched into Telingana, to quell a rebellion

of fome powerful zemindars againfl his fon Daood Khan, and in a
fhort time reduced them to obedience. After a reign of twelve years

and two months, fultan Ahmed Shaw died on the eighth of Rejib,

A.D. 1434. 838. He was eminent for his juftice and regard to religion.

i '1

SULTAN
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SULTAN

ALLA AD DIEN i^- BHAMENEE.

OUl,TAN Alia ad Dien afcended the throne at Ahmedabad Bleder,

agreeably to the will of his father. He did not negledt his brother

Mahuminud Khan, but allowed him elephants, horfesand confider-

able eftates. Dillawer Khan, one of the firft amras of the court, he

appointed vaqueel al fultunnut, and Khajeh Jehaun Afterabaded

vizier. Ummad al Moolk Ghoree, an ancient nobleman, who, after

performing great fervices to the royal family, had retired from bufi-

nefs, he prevailed upon to accept the office of ameer al amra; and

difpatched him, together with his brother Mahummud Khan and

Khajeh Jehaun, with a very powerful army, againft the infidels of

Beejanuggur, the roy of which had withheld his tribute for five years,

and refufed to pay the arrears. They laid wafte the country in fuch

a manner, that the roy in a fhort time was glad to procure peace, by

giving twenty elephants, a great fum of money, and two hundred

female flaves fkilled in mufic and dancing, befides a valuable prefent

to Mahummud Khan.

On the return of the army near Mudkul, fome ofthe difcontented

Dekkan nobility, reprefented to Mahummud Khan, that as his father

had left him partner in the empire, it was but juft that fultan Alia ad 1

Dien ihould either admit him to fit with him on the throne, and have

a joint diredion of ftate affairs, or make a divifion of the territories

between them ; but, as he fliowed no incUnation to perform either,

the

Hi

2,1,
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the prince had a right to do himfelf j uftice, and by force of arms

poffefs himfelf of half the kingdom. Mahummud Khan, led by their

arts, ufed much perfuafion to draw Khajeh Jehaun over to his defigns,

as alfo Ummad al Moolk Ghoreej but both ftrenuoufly refufmg,

and fetting before him the criminality of his intentions with a noble

freedom, he put them to death. After this, being aflifled by a con-

fiderable army from the roy of Beejanuggur, he took Mudkul,

Roijore, Sholapore, Beejapore, and Nuldirruk, from the fultan's

governors.

Sultan Alia ad Dien was much affeded at the death of Ummad

al Moolk Ghoree, faying, that he had performed invaluable fervices

to his anceftors, was dear to him as his father, and that no advan-:

tages could accrue to the murderer of fo worthy and diftingufhed a

perfonage. He then opened the doors of his treafury, and, having

colled:ed an army, marched from the capital to engage the rebels.

Upon meeting, fuch a fevere conflict was fuftained by the brothers,

that even the * warrior of the fky relented at the numbers of the flainj

but the gale of vidory at laft waved the standards of fultan Alia ad

Dien, mofl of the amras who had been the fomenters of the rebel-

lion were taken prifoners in the ad:ion, and Mahummud Khan fled,

with a few attendants, to the hills and woods for {belter. The fultan

returned to the city of Ahmedabad Bieder, and, foon after, paffing

over the crimes of the guilty amras, releafed them from their chains.

He, by his afTurances of pardon and fafety, prevailed upon his bro-

ther to deliver himfelf up, and on his arrival treated him with affec-

tion and encouragement j not long after conferring upoA him the

fortrefs and territory of Roijore, vacant by the death of his brother

Daood Shaw, governor of Telingana. Mahummud Khan lived long

in the undiilurbed pofleffion of his countries, ipending his time in a

round of pleafures.

Oa

* The planet Mars.
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On the firft day of the year 840, fultan AllSad Dien conferred A.D. 1436.

robes ofhonour on Dillawer Khan, and difpatched him to reduce the

country of *Kokun, inhabited by a ftubborn and hardy race of men.

The rajas of Amede and Sungeer being fbon humbled, agreed to pay

regular tributes ; and Dillawer Khan having taken the beautiful

daughter of the latter for the fultan, returned with her and fo^
years' arrear of tribute to the capital. The fultan, at firft, was
pleafed at his fervices, and charmed with the raja's daughter, who <|^f

was without her equal in beauty, difpofition, and knowledge ofmufic.

He gave her the title of *" Pericherah, and the fame of their loves
*

became nolfed abroad. At length, finding that Dillawer Khan had

received bribes from the rajas of Kokun, and not done his utmofl tp

reduce their fortrefi'es, he became cool to the minifter ; who feeing his

difguft, refigned, of his own accord, the ring of the vaqueelut, and

by fo doing faved himfelf from danger. This important dignity was

then conferred on the eunuch Duftur al Moolk, but all ranks of peo-

ple foon became difgufted at his tyrannical behaviour ; which though

daily reprefented to the fultan, made no impreffion on his mind, as

he regarded the complaints againft the minifter as proceeding from

envy and the felf-interefl of fadion; on which account he {hewed '

him every day more countenance and favour. At length, Humaioon
Shaw, the fultan's fon, defiring the eunuch to grant fome petition he

had recommended, he replied, he could not immediately, but in a

day or two would take it under his confideration. At the expiration

of two or three days the prince fent him a mefTage, obferving, that

the bufinefs was ftill unfiniflied, and defiring that he would conclude

it without delay. To this the minifter infolently returned for anfwer,

that the cafe did not come under his department, and that it was

unbecoming in the prince to interfere.

The prince, naturally violent in his temper, loft all patience at
"

this affront ; and calling to him in privacy one of his arms-bearers,

ordered
* Written by moft Europeans, Concan.
* Angel-faced.

*.

*"
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ordered him to afla)|inate the eunuch, and promifed to proted; him

from all danger of the confequences. The fillehdar, who had fuiFered

from the minifter's tyranny, accepted the commifGon ; and accord-

ingly, the fame day, as he was coming from the court, having

approached him as if to prefent a petition, fuddenly drew a dagger,

a^ ftabbed him to the heart. The prince's guards, who had waited

the event, by the inftrudlions of their mailer favoured his efcape

: among them ; and a fcuffle arofe between them and the minifter's

attendants, who purfued the aflaffin. The noife reached the fultan's

ap^tments, and Humaioon Shaw went out as if to enquire the caufe

of the difturbance. Upon his return, he told the fultan that a filleh-

dar of long fervice, and much claim to the royal favour, having

been contemptuoufly treated by Duftoor al Moolk, and now partic-

larly with abulive language, being inflamed with paffion, had ftab-

bed him, and was feized by the troops, who waited orders concerning

his difpofal. The fultan, who in the firft part of his reign would not

pafs fentence of death on any one, and alfo, from his fon's manner,

gueffing the truth, only ordered the murderer to be confined, and

immediately conferred the vacant dignity upon Meamun Oollah

Dekkanee, one of the learned of the time of Firoze Shaw, who pof-

fefled great qualities and virtues.

A,D.i43; In the year 841, Mallekeh Jehaun, wife to the fultan, and daugh-

ter of NufTeer Khan, prince of Khandeflie, jealous of her hufband's

preference of Pericherah, and his coldnefs to herfelf, wrote com-
plaining letters to her father. NufTeer Khan was enraged at fultan

Alia ad Dien, and, by the approbation of Ahmed Shaw of Guzarat,

planned the conqueft of Berar. He wrote privately to the nobility

of that province, offering great rewards if they would join his

ftandard, and with fo much fuccefs, that they became unanimous in

their refolve of fupporting his pretenfions ; obferving, that as he was

defcended from the great Omar, if they fell in battle fighting againft

his enemies, they fhould be honoured as martyrs. They accordingly

fent
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fent him aflurances of loyalty and attachment, with an invitation to

take poffeffion of the province ; upon which NufTeer Khan entered

Berar, with all the troops of Khandefhe, and a conliderable force

was fent to his aid by the raja of Gohndwareh. The treacherous

nobles confpired to confine Khan Jehaun, their governor, who was

firmly attached to the houfe of Bhamenee, and join the invaders >

but Khan Jehaun, being luckily informed of their defigns in time

for his efcape, fled to the fortrefs of Pernalleh, where he fhut him-

felf up, and wrote accounts of the ftate of affairs to court. The
traitors having joined Nufl"eer IChan, read the Khootbah in his name,

as fultan of Berar, and marched with him to befiege Pernalleh.

Sultan Alia ad Dien, on receiving this intelligence, fummoned

the minifliers and nobility at the capital to confult on meafures to be

taken in fuch a critical jundture of affairs. The Dekkan lords re-

commended, that the fultan ihould march in perfon againfl the

enemy, as it was probable the fultans of Guzarat and Malwa, alio

the roies ofGohndwareh, would join in afiifting Nufleer Khan. The
fultan, thinking he perceived difafFedtion to his perfon in this advice,

appointed Mallek al Tijar, governor of Dowlutabad, to conduct the

war.

Mallek al Tijar having accepted the commiffion, obferved, that

fervants could have no rule but fubmiiTion and refignation of hfe at

command of their maflers j but remarked, that it was well known
the defeat at Mahaim was occafioned entirely by the enmity of the

Dekkanee and Abyffinian amras, who could not bear to fee a
* foreigner diflinguifh himfdf in the fervice of the fultan ; that if his

Q^ majefiy,

' As this word -will frequently occur in the following pages, it may be proper to men-
tion, that the author means by the term foreigner, Turks, Perfians, or Arabians,

newly fettkd in Dekkan, and their defcendants of one or two generations.
- As

"5
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majefty, from that confideration, would give him the command of

the 'body guards, and all the foreigners, without any Dekkanee or

Abyffinian officers, he hoped that, by the bleffing of the Almighty,

and the royal aufpices, he ihould be able to bring affairs in Berar to

a profperous iifue.

Sultan Alia ad Dien confenting to his propofals, appointed three

thoufand Mogul archers from the body guards to attend him;

as alfo many Mogul amras, who had been bred up under Firoze

Shaw and Ahmed Shaw. Among them were two princes, Mujnou

Sultan and Shaw KooUi Sultan, lineal defcendants from the great

conqueror * Chungeez Khan.

Mallek al Tijar proceeded firft to Dowlutabad, from whence he

difpatched a force to guard the frontiers towards Guzarat and Malwa.

He then entered Berar with a well fupplied army of feven thoufand

veteran Moguls ; and Khan Jehaun having found opportunity to quit

Pernalleh, came to meet him at Mhaker. Mallek al Tijar dif-

patched Khan Jehaun with his troops to Elichpore, in order to pre-

vent the roy ofGohndwareh from entering that way to the affiftance

of NuiTeer Khan, and then moved with the main army towards the

. diftria;

As the Abyffinians appear, from this hiftory, to have had great power in Dekkan, it

is neceflary to relate, that formerly great numbers of flaves were brought by Arabian

merchants from the coaft of Abyffinia, and fold throughout India to the fultans and

principal chiefs, who employed them frequently in high offices, when they again pwr-

chafed their countrymen offered for flaves ; by which means, colonies (if they may be

fo called) of them were eftabliihed in many parts of Hindooftan, but particularly on the

two coafts of the peninfula and in Bengal, where 'a few Abyffinians, at one period,

affiimed royahy. Mr. Bruce, in his travels, mentions this trade from Abyffinia, but

feems to think eunuchs only were fold from thence. Many were, but numbers alfo in

a perfedl flate.

» Called by fome European writers, Zingis, and Jengeeze Khan. He was emperor

of Tartary, alfo anceftor of Timur and the Great Moguls. All the continent of Alia,

Turkey in Europe, and part of Ruffia, were conquered by him ; from whom are alfo

defcended the prefent royal family of China.
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diftrld of Rohker, in which the enemy was encamped. At the pafs

of Rohker, he was oppofed by a detachment of the Khandefhees,

whom he routed with great flaughter ; and Nuffeer Khan, thinking

this defeat an ill omen, retreated with precipitation from Rohker to

Boorahanpore, to which he was purfued by Mallek al Tijar, and,

not thinking himfelf fafe at the capital, he fled to the fortrefs of

Telung.

Mallek al Tijar having levied heavy contributions from the

citizens of Boorahanpore in jewels, money, and efFedts, proceeded to

lay wafle the province of Khandeihe j which having done to the

extent of his wiihes, he returned to Boorahanpore, burned down the

royal palace, dug up the foundations, and then marched as if

towards Dekkan. During the night he changed his route, and by

a forced march arrived fuddenly before Telung, with four thou-

fand horfe. Nuffeer Khan, who had with him twelve thoufand,

thinkmg he muft have the advantage of an enemy fo inferior in

number and exhaufted with fatigue, marched out to give battle.

The Khandefhees, however, were totally defeated ; many principal

chiefs of Nuffeer Khan and the rebellious amras of Berar were killed,

Mallek al Tijar, with a great plunder, among which were feventy

elephants and fome artillery, returned in triumph towards Ahmed-

abad Bieder. -

Sultan Alia ad Dien, in honour to "his merits, fent the prince

Humaioon, attended by all the court, to meet him at a diftance from

the city; where, upon his arrival, he gave him a fuit of the royal

robes, elephants, and fabres fet with jewels, with permiffion to go

to his government of Dowlutabad ; and all the chiefs who had ac-

companied him were gratified with titles, promotion, and grants of

lands. To Shaw Koolli Sultan, who had particularly diftinguifhed

himfelf, he gave his daughter in marriage, and ordered that the

117

Mogu s fhould take place of the Dekkanees and Abyffinians. From

Qj2 the
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the day of this diftindiion, till the prefent time, the moft rooted

hatred has been kept up between the Dekkanees and Moguls j which

the former have gratified, on feveral occafions, by cruelties on the

latter, whenever they had opportunity.

About this time, Deo Roy of Beejanuggur called a general co\m-

cil of his nobility and principal bramins, obferving to them, that as

his country of Carnatic, in extent, population, and revenue, far

exceeded the territories of the houfe of Bhamenee ; and in like man-

ner, his army was far more numerous, he wifhed therefore to explore

the caufe of the mulTulmauns' fuccelTes, and his being reduced to pay

them tribute. Some faid, that the Almighty had decreed a * fuperi-

ority of the muffiilmauns over the Hindoos for thirty thoufand years

or more yet to come, which was plainly foretold in their fcriptures

;

that, therefore, the Hindoos were generally fubdUed by them.

Others faid, that the fuperiority of the mulTulmauns arofe from two

circumftances : one, all their horfes being ftrong, and able to bear

more fatigue than the weak, lean animals of Carnatic -, the other, a

great body of excellent archers always kept up by the fultans of

the houfe of Bhamenee, of whom the roy had but few in his army.

Deo Roy, upon this, gave orders for the entertainment ofmulTul-

mauns in his fervice, allotted them jaghires, eredled a mofque for

their ufe in the city of Beejanuggur, and commanded that no one

fhould molell them in the exercife of their religion. He alfo ordered

a koraun to be placed before his throne, on a rich delk, that the

mulTulmauns might perform the ceremony of obeifance in his pre-

fence, without finning againft their laws. He alfo made all the

Hindoo foldiers learn the difcipline of the bow j in which he and his

officers ufed fuch exertions, that he had at length two thoufand

mufihlmauns,'

* At prefent this prophecy feems to be fufpended; the Hindoo Mharattas having the.

emperor of the Mahummedans, and many of his provinces, under their government.
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muflulmauns, and fixty thoufand Hindoos, well fkilled in archery,

belides eighty thoufand horfe and two hundred thoufand foot, armed

in the ufual manner, with pikes and lances.

With this hofl he refolved on conquering the Bhamenee princes

;

and, accordingly, in the year 847, crofTed the Tummedra fuddenly, A. D. 144.3,

took the fortrefs of Mudkul, fent his fons to befiege Roijore and

Beekapore, encamped himfelf along the bank of the Kiftnah, and

fent out detachments, who plundered the country as far as Saugher

and Beejapore, laying wafte by fire and the fword.

Sultan Alia ad Dien, upon intelligence of this invalion, prepared

to repel it, and commanded all his forces from Telingana, Dowluta-*

bad, and Berar, to repair to the capital of Ahmedabad without delay.

Upon their arrival he reviewed the whole, and found his army com-

pofed of fifty thoufand horfe, fixty thoufand foot, and a confiderable

train of artillery. With this force he began his march againlt the

enemy; and Deo Roy, upon his approach, fliifted his ground, and

encamped under the walls of the fortrefs of Mudkul, detaching a

large body to harafs the fultan.

The fultan halted at the diftance of twelve miles from Mudkul,

and difpatched Mallek al Tijar, with the troops of Dowlutabad,

againft the fons of Deo Roy ; alfo. Khan Zummaun, governor of

Beejapore, and Khan Azim, commander of the forces of Berar and

Telingana, againft the main body of the enemy. Mallek al Tijar,

going firft to Roijore, gave battle to the eldeft fon of Deo Roy, who
was wounded in the adlion, and fled towards Beekapore, from

whence he was joined by his younger brother, who quitted the iiege

of that fortrefs.

In the fpace oftwo months, three adions happened near Mudkul
between the two grand armies ; in the firft of which multitudes were

flain
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llain on both fides, and the Hindoos having the advantage, the

mufTulmauns experienced great difficulties. The fultan was fiiccefs-

ful in the others ; and, in the laft, the eldeft fon of Deo Roy v^^as

killed by a fpear thrown at him by Khan Zummaun, which event

ftruck the Hindoos with a panic, and they fled with the greatefl

precipitation into the fortrefs of Mudkul. Mujeer al Moolk and his

brother, officers of note, following the fugitives, in the ardour

of purfuit entered the fort with them, and the infidels, admiring their

valour, took them both prifoners without injury, and carried them

before Deo Roy, who ordered them to be kept in confinement.

Sultan Alia ad Dien, upon this, wrote to him, that the two chiefs

were regarded by him as ofequal importance to two hundred thoufand

common men; therefore, as it was a rule with the princes of his fa-

mily to kill a hundred thoufand Hindoos in revenge for the death of

a fingle mufifulmaun, fhould he take away their lives, till he had

revenged the death of each, by the llaughter of an hundred thoufand

Hindoos, he would not leave the country.

Deo Roy, who knew by experience the refolution of the princes

of this houfe, difpatchedto the fultan confidential perfons, propofing,

that if he would promife not to moleft his territories in future, he

would bind himfelf to pay annually the ftipulated tribute, return the

two prifoners, and never again withdraw his feet from the circle of

obedience. The fultan acceded to his requeft, a treaty was executed,

and Deo Roy immediately fent back Mujeer al Moolk and his bro-

ther, alfo an offering of forty war elephants, and valuable effedis to a

great amount, with the tribute due for fome years paft. The fultan

then honoured the roy with a rich drefs, and horfes in furniture iet

with jewels; after which he began his return home; and, during

the reft of his reign, Deo Roy regularly remitted his tribute, while
the ii.;itan alfo ftrid;ly obferved his part of the treaty.

In
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In the firft part of his reign, fultan Alia ad Dien ereded at

Ahmedabad Biedar an infirmary, to fupport the expenfes of which

he granted confiderable trails of land, and eflabliflied in it both

mufliilmaun and Hindoo phyficians. To every part of his do-

minions he fent * cenfors and juft judges ; and, though he drank

wine himfelf, he forbad the ufe of it by others, as alfo gaming. He
put chains on the necks of '' collinders, and idle, diffipated vaga-

bonds, and punifhed them by employing them in removing filth

from the ftreets, drawing heavy ftones, and all kinds of laborious

works, that they might reform, and get a livelihood by fome calling,

or elfe quit the country altogether. If any one, after admonition and

moderate correcftion, was convicted of drinking wine, melted lead

was poured down his throat. The rank of offenders was no fecurity

from punifhment.

One of the grandfons of = Mahummud Geefoo-derauz, being

captivated in the fnares of a courtezan, and tempted by her to drink

wine, became quarrelfome from the effedts of it, and, beating the

woman, cut off her fide locks. The affair was complained of to the

cutwal, who confined both parties ; but, confidering the rank of the

fyed, he thought proper to refer the decifion of the caufe to the ful-

tan ; who being much enraged, ordered the offender to be carried to

the mofl publick fquare of the city, there to receive two hundred

blows on the foles of his feet, and to take a folemn oath againft

drinking wine. The courtezan was led through the flreets drefled in

an afs's fkin, and afterwards banifhed from the city.

The

» Called mhatuflubs, whofe office was to examine weights and mcafures, to prevent

intoxicating liquors being fold, and to punifti offences againft morality. Since the

death of Aurungzebe, this office has become a finecure.

'' Wandering religious, many of whom are the moft diffipated charaiSters.

' The holy perfonage mentioned in the two laft reigns.
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The fultan lb wifely regulated his civil and military departments,

that the adlions of ^ Feredoon and Noflierowan iofl their luilre, when

compared with his juftice. On Fridays, and all holidays, he attend-

ed at the mofque, and heard fermons. He was averfe from fhedding

the blood of man. He deftroyed many idol temples, and eredted

mofques in their room. He held no converfation with ^ Nazarenes

or bramins, nor would he permit them to hold civil offices.

After the war of Beejanuggur the fultan changed his condud:,

being captivated in luxurious enjoyments. Giving up the total

management of government to miniilers, he all at once entertained

a thoufand beautiful women ; to accommodate whom, he ereded a

magnificent palace, and laid out elegant gardens round it, on the

banks of a piece of water. This he called the abode of blifs, and

in it Ipent mofl of his hours in drinking ruby-coloured wines, prefT-

ing the lips of lilver-bodied damfels, or liftening to the melody of

fweet-voiced muficians. During this intoxication of pleafure, he

only appeared in the publick audience hall once every four or five

months, and the Dekkanee amras exercifed the powers of govern-

ment uncontrouled.

At this time, Meamun Oolla Dekkanee formed a plan for reducing

all the fortreiles along the fea coafis ; to perform which, he fent

Mallek al Tijar, "with feven thoufand Dekkanee and three thoufand

Arab horfe, befides his own troops. Mallek al Tijar fixing upon
" Jagneh as his feat of government, raifed a fort near the city

of ^ Jeneah, from whence he fent detachments at different times into

Kokun,
* Two ancient Perfian kings.

* Chriflians are fo called in India, on the coafts of which they were numerous at an

early period, and fuppofed to have been converted by St. Thomas, whofe fepulchre is

faid to be near Madras, on an eminence, called from thence, St. Thomas's Mount,
' On the coaft of Malabar.

d This was afterwards a principal refidence of Sewajee, founder of the modern
Mharatta ftate.
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Kokun, and reduced feveral rajas to fubjedtion. At length he moved

to that country in perfon, and laid fiege to a fort, the raja of which

was named Sirkeh, whom he fpeedily obliged to deliver himfelf and

family, with his poffeffions, into his hands.

1 ;.
.-. ..

.;

Mallek al Tijar infifted, that Sirkeh fhould embrace the faith of

Iflaam, or be put to death ; upon which the fubtle raja, with much
humility, reprefented, that there exifted between him and roy

» Songeer, who owned the country round the fortrefs of " Kalneh, a

family competition and rivalry, and that they were near relations.

Should he therefore enter the order of Iflaam, and his rival remain

fecure on the mufnud of power, he would, on the general's return,

extend the tongue of mockery on his change of faith, and raife up

his whole family and fubjefts to rebel; fo that he fhould lofe the

coimtries his anceftors had held for ages in independance. He added,

that if Mallek al Tijar would reduce his rival, and give his country

either to himfelf, or one of his amras, which might be eiFedted with

little trouble, he would then readily pronounce the creed of the true

faith, enroll himfelf among the flaves of the fultan, and annually

remit a tribute to his treafury, as well as affift in reducing thofe roies

who might hereafter fail in their duty arid allegiance.

Mallek al Tijar to this replied, that he had heard the road to

the roy's country was full of woods, and difficult pafles : to which

Sirkeh anfwered, that whUe there was with the army fo faithful and

capable a guide as himfelf, not a fingle fkirt fhould receive injury

I

R from

» I apprehend this to be Soneda, a diftrid near Bidenore, and reduced latterly by

Tippoo Saheb.

'• This place is often mentioned in the account of Aurungzebe's war in Dekkan. I

cannot find it in any map ; but as Jeneah, the head quarters of Mallek al Tijar, is

fituated on the upper part of Malabar, and an inlet of the fea is mentioned as in the

roy's country during the war, it is moft probably not very far from Jeneah, and near

the coaft.
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from the thorny woods, and that the rofe of accomplifhment would

be gathered without trouble.

Mallek al Tijar, relying on the promifes of the raja, in the year

858 began his expedition; but was in the outfet deferted by moft of

the Dekkanee and Abyffinian officers and troops, who declined en-

tering the woods. Sirkeh, agreeably to his promife, for the two

firfl days condudted him along a broad, eafy road ; fo that the whole

army praifed his zealous fervices ; but on the third, he led them

through paths fo horrible, that a male tiger, through dread of the

terrors of it, would have become a female j fuller of windings than

the curly locks of the fair, and narrower than the path of love.

Demons would have ftarted at the precipices and caverns, and the

» ghole have been panic-ftruck at one view. The fun never enliven-

ed the vallies, nor had providence fixed bounds to its extent. The
grafs was tough as the teeth of ferpents, and the air fetid as the

breath of dragons. Death dwelt in the waters, and poifon in the

breeze. After winding, fatigued, weary, and alarmed, this dread-

fiil path, they entered a dark forefl, a paffage through which was

difficult even to the gale, bounded on three fides by mountains, that

feemed to have their heads above the clouds, and on the other an

inlet of the ocean, fo that there was no path to advance, and none

to go back, but that by which they had entered.

Mallek al Tijar was at this crifis ill of a bloody dyfentery, fo that

he could not attend to the regular march and order of his troops ;

who, being exceffively fatigued, about nightfall flung themfelves

down to reft wherever they could, nor was there a fpot allowing of

two tents to be pitched upon it near each other. At this time, while

the troops were eager of reft, Sirkeh made his efcape by the fea, and

fent a meflage to the roy of Songeer, that he had lured the game into

his toils. The roy, with a great force, with which alfo was the treach-

erous

An evil fpirit of the woods.
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erous Sirkeh, about midnight rufhed from dens, paiTes, and caverns,

on the muilulmauns unfufpicious of furprize, and buried in the fleep

of wearinefs and fatigue. Nearly feven thoufand of the faithful were

put to death like fheep, with knives and daggers j for the wind being

high, the clafhing of the trees, which feparated them from one

another, prevented their hearing the groans of their fellow-fufFerers.

Mallek al Tijar fell, with five hundred noble fyeds of Medina, Ker-

balla, and Nujeef ^ as alfo fome few Dekkanee and Abyffinian no-

bles, with about two thoufand foldiers of thofe countries. When
the roy thought his bloody revenge had been glutted fufficiently,

he retired with his people from the foreil.

The furvivors of this dreadful mailacre, with much difficulty

travelled back the path they had advanced, and joined the Dekkanee

and Abyffinian amras, who had remained encamped on the plains.

They advifed them to retire to their jaghires, that they might repofe

a little from their fatigues, and fupply themfelves with neceffaries for

fliture fervice ; but this the Moguls reffifed doing, as the town of

Jagneh was nearer, and they might in a fhort time recruit them-

felves, and be able to rejoin the army. Some of the Moguls alfo

imprudently obferved, that the defection aiid treachery of the Dek-
kan amras had principally occafioned the deaths of Mallek al Tijar

and the fyeds, of which, on their arrival at Jagneh, they would

write full accounts to court.
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The Dekkanees, alanned at this remark, refolved to be the firfl

accufers ; and therefore wrote by exprefs to the fultan, that Mallek

al Tijar, at the inftigation of a zemindar named Sirkeh, and the

councils of the fyeds and Moguls, had entered on a wild plan, in

defiance of their mofl earneft remonllrances, and that he had fuf-

fered the punilhment of fuch imprudence, by his own death and of

moft of his followers ; that the furvivors, inftead of agreeing to

remain with them till another general fhould be appointed by his

R 2 majefty.
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majefly, to take revenge on Sirkeh and roy Songeer, had behaved

with infolence, fpoke difrefpedfully of the fultan, and were gone in a

body to the fortrefs of Jagneh, intending to ferve the rajas of Kokun,

and tempt them to raife the ftandard of rebellion.

Thefe complaints they forwarded to Sheer al Moolk Dekkanee,

and Nizam al Moolk, fon of Ummad al Moolk Ghoree, who were

thirfting for the blood of the Moguls, as their rivals in the fultan's

efteem. They prefented them to Alia ad Dien when heated with

wine, and related the defeat of Mallek al Tijar, and the beha-

viour of the furviving Moguls, with a thoufand aggravations and

malicious remarks. The fultan was inflamed with paflion, and,

without a moment's refledtion on the probability of the guilt of the

Moguls, commanded the two amras to repair to Jagneh, and put

them all to the fword.

Like * Abdoolla Ziead, or Shumfe al Jofhhun, putting on armour

againft the defcendants of the prophet, they moved towards Jagneh

with a great force. The fyeds and Moguls hearing of their approach,

fhut themfelves up in the mud fort, and fent off petitions, relating

the truth of affairs and their own innocence, to court. Their mef-

fengers were intercepted by Sheer al Moolk, who tore the pacquets.

They alfo difpatched other letters, but as none of their own com-

panions could pafs, they entrufled them to two natives of Hindoo-

ftan, who had been for years fed amply with their bounty. Thefc

wretches, black in heart as complexion, giving way to their natural

treachery, carried the letters to Sheer al Moolk, who tore them, as

he had done the former, and rewarded the traitors with gifts. He
then clofely blocked up the roads, fo that no perfon could pafs with-

out fearch j and the unfortunate fyeds, like their great anceflor

HoufTein, were reduced to the extremity of defpair, but, with the

Moguls,

f Two chiefs fent againft the fons of Alee by Yezeed.
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Moguls, refolved to ftand out as long as pofTible. Sheer al Moolk

upon this fummoned the Dekkan amras from Kokun to affift him,

and arrived before Jagneh with a great army. The fiege continued

for two months without eiFed, during which time he wrote fre-

iquently to court, that the fyeds and Moguls, continuing in obfti-

nate rebellion, had afked affiftance of the king of Guzarat, offering

to give him up Jagneh, and aflift his invafions. The Dekkanee

minifters backed thefe letters with their own afTurances, and procured

repeated orders from the fultan to punifli the rebels in fuch a manner,

that their fate might remain an example of terror to others. If now
and then a letter from the accufed found its way to the capital, the

minifters took care to prevent its being feen by the fultan, who, they

pretended, was fo enraged, that he would not even hear or read a

word fix)m them.
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When proviiions in the fort grew fcarce, the belieged relblved,

that leaving a fufficient number to defend their families, they would

make a fally, fight their way through the enemy, and, flying to the

capital, lay the truth of affairs before the fultan, and implore juflice.

The Dekkanees learning their defign, dreaded the event, as they

knew they would fight defperately, and that fome muft make their

way good to court, which would immediately occafion a difcovery of

-their treachery. They therefore had recourfe to flratagem to get

the befieged in their own power. They fent a meffage to them, that

being followers of the prophet, and pitying their misfortunes and the

children and women of the fyeds, they had interceded with the fultan

for their pardon, who at laft complying with their petition, had given

orders that they fliould be permitted to retire unmolefted out of his

dominions, with their families and effedls. A forged order was pro-

duced, as a proof ofthe fincerity of their declaration, and both chiefs,

like Yezeed, fwore by the Almighty, the koraun, and the prophet

of God, that they would not injure them in perfon or property.

Relying
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Relying upon their oaths, the unfortunate, in number about two-

thoufand five hundred, of whom twelve hundred were fyeds of un-

mixed defcent, evacuated the fort, with their wives, children, and

property, and encamped at a little diflance, to provide carriage and

conveyance for their march. The Dekkan chiefs for three days

abided by their promifes, and ufed every endeavour to gain their con-

fidence, and lull fufpicion, by kind ofiices and offers of affifting their

wants. On the fourth day, they prevailed on the chief among them
to come to an entertainment in the fort. All the principal men,

about three hundred, excepting Kafim Beg, Suff Skekunn, Kirra

Khan Khoord, and Ahmed Beg Meccse, attended. While they were

eating, a number of armed men, on a fignal given by Sheer al Moolkj

rufhed from ambufh upon them, and put every man to the fword.

At the fame inftant, four thoufand Dekkanees without the fort

attacked their camp, and put every male they found to death, even

to infants at the breaft. After this tragedy, they plundered the tents,

and treated the women with all the infult that luft or brutality could

inlpire. Since the time of Houffein, the fyeds were never before fo

abufed ; but is it not aftonifhing that men, who called themfelves

fervants of the prophet, fhould fo bafely treat his defcendants ? ,

Kafim Beg, and the Moguls who had encamped about two miles

from the reft of their unfortunate companions, on hearing the alarm,

armed themfelves, and, putting even their women in foldiers' habits,

fled towards the capital. Sheer al Moolk inftantly difpatched two

thoufand horfe to purfue them, under Daood Khan, and wrote to all

the jaghiredars and farmers to intercept them as rebels, or cut them

off, under pain of the fultan's difpleafure. Kafim Beg, with three

hundred followers, pofted on without halting, except when the

Dekkanees coming- near, obliged him to difperfe them, which he did

frequently with defperate valour. He paffed the nights on the plain,

and in this manner proceeded for feme days'; till at length, near the

town of Sirkeh he was clofely preffed by Daood Khan, who had

fummoned
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fummoned Houffun Khan, the jaghiredar, to his fuccour. This

nobleman had once been relieved from great danger in a battle

by Kafim Beg, whom he no^y refolved to aflift in turn. He told

Daood Khan, that it was impoffible the Moguls could be rebels, as

they were haftening of their own accord to the capital. Daood

Khan finding he would not join him, attacked the Moguls with his

own people, and Kafim Beg, with his followers, refifted like men
fighting for life. Daood Khan was luckily killed by an arrow in the

firft onfet ; but this fpurred on the Dekkanees to revenge, and they

had almoft overcome the Moguls by numbers, when Houflun Khan
came to their affiltance j upon which the Dekkanees fled with their

chief's body towards Jagneh. Houfllin Khan conducted the brave

fufi^erers to his refidence, where they were fupplied with reliefby his

indulgence, and wrote reprefentations of their cafe to the fultan, who,

in anfwer, commanded Kafim Beg and his companions to repair to

court.

Upon their arrival, fultan Alia ad Dien commanded them into his

prefence, and examined into the whole afi^air j which being explain-

ed to his- fatisfad:ion, he was enraged at his treacherous minifters,

and afliamed of his own fatal confidence. He ordered Muftapha

Khan, who had kept the letters fi-om his perufal, to be beheaded on

the fpot, and his body to be expofed to view through the flreets.

He appointed Kafim Beg to the government of Dowlutabad and

Joneer, with all the honours of Mallek al Tijar, and raifed all his

followers to rank, ordering frefh levies of Moguls to be made under

them. He feized the houfes of Nizam al Moolk and Sheer al Moolk

to his own ufe, and commanded them, with all the other capital

aggrefiibrs, to be brought walking on foot, loaded with heavy chains,

to the capital. Such as had been inflrumental in forging the firft

accufation, he put to death in various ways, and deprived their

children of their efl:ates, fo that they wanted even a meal. Accord-

ing to the Tubbukkat Mahmood Shawee, Sheer al Moolk and

Nizam
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Nizam al Moolk were afflided with leprofy the fame year, and their

fons walked the markets for fhameful purpofes, among the outcafts

of fociety.

In the year 850, fhekh Azzree, the fultan's preceptor, for whom

when a youth he had great refpedl, wrote him a long letter of advice

from Khoraffan. The fultan was much afFedied with the perufal.

He forfwore the ufe of wine, and anfwered the letter with his own

hand and a valuable prefent. He now reftored all the inllitutes of

Ahmed Shaw, attended regularly to the adminillration of affairs, and

expelled all Dekkanees from offices of trull.

In the year 857, a dangerous eruption breaking out in the

fultan's foot, which would not fubmit to medicine, he was prevented

by it from quitting his private apartments, and reports were often

Ipread through the provinces of his death. Jellall Khan, fon in law

to the fultan, being affured of his deceafe, poffeffed himfelf of many

diftridls round his government of Bilcondah, which he gave in charge

to Secunder Khan, grandfon by the mother's fide to fultan Ahmed
Shaw. Khan Azim, governor of Telingana, dying at this crifis,

and no officer of fufficient influence being on the fpot to take the

charge of affairs for the fultan, many of the nobility of the province

fubmitted to the authority of Secunder Khan, oiFering to acknow-
ledge him chief of the country.

Sultan Alia ad Dien, notwithftanding his indilpofition, prepared

to march for the redudion of the rebels ; upon which Jellall Khan
and Secunder Khan agreed, that the former fhould remain in

Telingana, and the latter proceed to Mahoor, to watch the motions

of the royal army, as it lay conveniently between Telingana and
Berar. The fultan fent frequent offers of pardon, if they would lay

down their arms ; but Secunder Khan, confcious of his deferv-

ing punilhment for having joined in Mahummud Khan's rebellion,

and
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and many other offences befides the prefent, was not to be fatisfied of

the fultan's faith to his promifes, and therefore refolved to fecure

himfelf by new crimes from refentment. He reprefented to the

fultan of Malwa, ShawMhamood Khiljee, that fultan Alia ad Dien
had been long dead, but that the miniflers, to fecure their own intereft,

pretending he was ftill alive, had turned all their endeavours to

deftroy the principal nobility, and divide the kingdom among them-

felves and adherents ; that if he would march, the provinces of Berar

and Telingana would fall, without a blow, into his hands.

Sultan Mhamood crediting thefe aflurance? fo flattering to his

ambition, "hy the advice of the fultan of Khandelhe, in the year 860, A. D. 1455.

moved towards Dekkan with a great army, and was joined by

Secunder Khan, who advanced with a thoufand horfe, as a body

guard, fome days' journey to meet him.

Sultan Alia ad Dien, upon receiving intelligence of this invafion,

changed his defign of going in perfon to Telingana. He fent Khajeh

Mhamood Geelanee, commonly entitled Gawan, firft promoting him
to the rank of a thoufand, with feveral of the nobility, to that

quarter, againft Jellall Khan. He difpatched ELhan Jehaun, gover-

nor of Berar, to obferve the motions of the prince of Boorahanpore,

and ordered Kafim Beg, governor of Dowlutabad, to advance with a

corps of obfervation towards the enemy. He himfelf followed, with

the troops of Beejapore, at the diftance only of ten miles, carried, by

reafon of his illnefs, in a palanquin.

.

Sultan Mhamood, having received fatisfadtory accounts of the

fevereign of Dekkan's being alive, and marching againft him, re-

treated fuddenly, with the greateft part of his attendants; leaving an

ameer, under pretence of afTifting Secunder Khan, but giving fecret

inftru€ti6ns, that if that chief fhould attempt to join the Dekkanees,

S not
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not to permit him, but bring him prifoner to Mando, with all his

treafures and eiFedts. Secunder Khan, being timely informed of the

intended treachery, made his efcape from the Malwa army, with two

thoufand Afghauns and Raajepoots, to the fortrefs of Bilcondah ; but

as Khajeh Mhamood Gawan was then befieging it, it proved but a

temporary afylum. Shortly after, he, by the interceffion of Khajeh

Gawan, obtained his pardon from the fultan, delivered up the fortrefs,

and, going to court with that chief, was again honoured with Bilcon-

dah in jaghire. The fultan having left Fukhir al Moolk Turk in the

government of the Mahoor diflridis, and Ferreh al Moolk in com-

A. D. 1457. ^^^^ of the garrifon, returned to his capital, where, in the year 862,

the diforder in his foot encrealing to a mortification, he left this

world of vanity for another, after a reign of twenty three years, nine

months, and twenty days.

Sultan Alia ad Dien is faid to have been eloquent, of great wit,

and fond of learning. He would fometimes afcend the pulpit in the

grand mofque on Fridays and holidays, and read the khootbah, in

which he mentioned himfelf by the following titles j The monarch

juft, merciful, patient, and liberal to the fervants of God, chief in

worldly and religious affairs, fon of the diftinguifhed among kings,

Ahmed Shaw Wullee Bhamenee. One day, an Arabian merchant

who had fold fome horfes for the fultan's ufe, the payment for which

was delayed by the officers of the houfehold, being prefent when the

fultan read the above titles, infpired by vexation at ill ufage, and

the flaughter of the innocent fyeds, exclaimed with a loud voice.

Thou art neither the juft, the merciful, the patient, nor the liberal

king, but the cruel and the falfe ; who hafl maiTacred the prophet's

defcendants, yet dareft to afTume fuch vaunting titles in the pulpit of
the true believers. The fultan was flruck with remorfe, and com-
manded the merchant to be paid on the fpot; faying, that thofe

would not efcape the wrath of God, who had thus injured his repu-

tation
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tatlon among mankind. He then retired to his palace, which he

never left till he was brought out a corpfe to be interred. The
fultan finding himfelf dying, appointed his fon Humaioon his fuc-

ceflbr, againil the wifhes of all his court, who dreaded his cruel and

fanguinary temper ; and feveral of the amras made their efcape to

Guzarat before the fultan's death, to avoid the tyranny of his

fuccefTor.

^33
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SULTAN

HUMAIOON SHAW BHAMENEE,

COMMONLY CALLED,

ZALIM, or, THE CRUEL,

While fUltan Alla ad Dien was breathing his laft, the prince

Humaioon was in his own palace. Syef Khan and Mulloo Khan,

two chief amras, concealing the king's death, privately feated his

youngeft fon HoulTun Khan on the throne. They were joined by

Hubbeeb Oolla, and fome other amras, who regarded the meafure

as an unexpe(fted bleffing. A body was detached to plunder the

palace of fultan Humaioon and fecure his perfon, when great clamour

and confuiion took place. Humaioon Shaw oppofed his enemies with

refblution, obliged them to retire, and purfued them towards the

royal apartments. On the way, the elephant drivers, * perdehdaurs,

lillehdars, and body guards, with other perfons of the houfehold, who
were ignorant of the plan for his deftrudtion, joined Humaioon, fo

that he entered the grand hall of audience without oppofition, and

feized his brother, who fat panic-ftruck and trembling upon the

throne. Humaioon afcended in his room, and was acknowledged

fultan without farther oppofition. He ordered Syef Khan, the con-

triver of the plot, to be dragged through the city chained to the foot

of an elephant, and confined Hubbeeb Oolla.

Agreeably
• Guards of the private apartments.
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Agreeably to the will of his father, he gave the office of

vaqueel al fultunnut to Khajeh Mhamood Gawan, with the title

of Mallek al Tijar, and the government of Beejapore. IV^llek

Shaw, faid to be defcended from the great Chungeeze Khan, he

appointed governor of Telingana, with the title of Khajeh Jehaun i

and conferred jaghires in that province, with the rank of a thoufand

iand title of Nizam al Moolk, on the nephew of Ummad al Moolk

Ghoree, a young nobleman of diftinguifhed abilities. Secunder

Khan, fon of Jellall Khan, a favourite companion of the fultan

before his acceffion, being difgufted at not having the government of

Telingana, of which he was ambitious, fled from court to his father

at Bilcondah, and began to raife troops in rebellion.

Humaioon Shaw immediately fent againft him I^an Jehaun,

governor of Berar, who had come to court to congratulate his

accelSon ; and that chief being defeated by the rebels, the fultan

thought it neceflary to march againfl them in perfon. He hoped,

upon his arrival in the vicinity of Bilcondah, that Jellall Khan and
SecunderKhan would fee their error, and fubmit : but the latter made
a fudden attack upon his camp by night with ibme fuccefs, which
determined the fultan next day to lay fiege to the fort. Secunder

Khan having great dependance on the attachment and bravery of his

troops, marched out to offer battle with eight thoufand Dekkanees
and Raajepoots. Humaioon, in regard to their former friendfhip,

fent him a meflage, importing, that though appearing in arms againft

his fovereign was an heinous offence, yet he wifhed not to deflroy fo

brave a fubjedt, would forgive him, and grant him in jaghire any

diflridl he fhould chufe in the province of Dov/lutabad. Secunder

Khan returned in anfwer, that if Humaioon was the grandfon of

Ahmed Shaw, he was alfo himfelf his grandfon by his daughter,

confequently, his partner in the kingdoms of their grandfather, fo

that he muft refign the fovereignty of Telingana to him, or prepare

for battle.

Humaioon

135



136 FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

Humaioon Shaw was enraged at this infolent reply to his offers,

and commanded the march of attack to be founded. Secunder Khan,

exalting the ftandard of rafhnefs, advanced to battle, and repeatedly

repulfed the vigorous charges of the royal army. The a<5tion con-

tinued long indecifive. At lail:, Mallek al Tijar Gawan, with the

Beejapore troops, and Khajeh Jehaun Turk, with the army of Berar,

charged from the right and left wings at the fame inftant, and made

a great llaughter among the rebels, who began to give way to the

fhock. The fultan obferving their confufion, drew from the center

five hundred archers and five hundred ipearmen, at the head of

whom, mounted on an elephant, he rufhed on the enemy, among

whom a dreadful carnage was made. The rebel, undaunted, oppofed

fo firmly with the troops about his perfon, that the fultan was defert-

ed by his followers, who fled in confufion. Secunder Khan then

advanced fingly, and with his fpear charged the fultan, whofe ele-

phant, by the critical diredtion of the driver, feized the rebel in his

trunk, drew him from his horfe, and dafhed him forcibly on the

ground. His followers, who were on full fpeed to fupport his

charge, not able to ftop their career, rode in great bodies over him,

by which accident he was foon crufhed to death. Upon the lofs of

the chief, his army fled ; and the fultan, rallying his troops, purfued

the fugitives, with great flaughter, a confiderable diftance from the

field of battle.

The next daj the fultan commenced the fiege of Bilcondah, and

at the end of a week Jellall Khan, feeing no refource but fubmiffion,

oiFered to furrender. By the mediation of Mallek al Tijar and

Khan Jehaun, having obtained pardon, he threw himfelf at the

fultan's feet, with an offering of the accumulated wealth of forty

years of high and profitable employment i and, though he was con-
fined, efl:eemed a few days of life a fufficient prize for the forfeiture

of all his pofi'effions.

Humaioon
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Humaioon Shaw, on the fall of Bilcondah, meditated the redu(5lion

ofthe fortrefs of Dewercondah, belonging to a zemindar ofTelingana,

who had lent his fupport to Secunder Khan. For this fervice he

detached Khajeh Jehaun and Nizam al Moolk, while he marched

himfelf to Warunkul. The Telingas uniting, fought feveral battles

in the field, but were in all defeated by Khajeh Jehaun, and at length

retired within the fortrefs ; which was clofely befieged on every fide,

though fituated among high mountains and difficult woods. The

Telingas applied for affiftance to the roies of OriiTa and * Oureah j

who, being tempted by offers of great fums of money, fent a con-

fiderable body of troops, with many war elephants, to fupport them,

promifing to advance quickly themfelves with their whole force.

The Telingas, infpired by hopes of fpeedy relief, held out obfti-

natelyj and the two generals, hearing of the negotiation, became

doubtful how to ad:. Nizam al Moolk was for raifing the fiege

for the prefent, and marching out of the hills and paffes to engage

the auxiliaries to advantage on the plain, and prevent their junction.

To this Khajeh Jehaun objefted, faying, that the Telingas would

attribute a retreat to fear only, iffue from the fortrefs, and molefl:

their march j fo that it was better to continue the fiege, and oppofe

the jundtion, where they were. Nizam al Moolk was obliged to

fubmit to this opinion of his fuperior officer. The very next day,

the troops of OriflTa and Oureah, alfo the Telingas from the fort,

attacked them at the fame inflant, and the cavalry being unable to

exert themfelves from the badnefs of the ground, a total defeat was

fuftained by the army of Illaam, in which great numbers were flain.

The two generals with the greateft difficulty made their efcape from

the field, and did not halt till they arrived at Warunkul, being pur-

fued for eighty miles by the infidels. Humaioon Shaw, enquiring

into the caufe of the difafi:er, Khajeh Jehaun, to fave his own life,

falfely accufed Nizam al Moolk as the advifer of the meafure he had

difapproved, and the fultan in his rage, without examination into the

truth
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truth of the charge, ordered that gallant nobleman to be put to death

inflantly in his prefence ; whieh was done. His relations and fol-

lowers fled, entering into the fervice of fultan Mhamood of Malwa.

Khajeh Jehaun was difgraced, and fent clofe prifoner to one of the

royd fortreffes, by the fultan.

Humaioon Shaw, determined on revenging the infult to his

arms, wias bufily preparing a frefli army to go againft Dewercondah,

when fuddenly, advices were brought him from the capital of his

dominions, Ahmedabad Bieder, that EufufF Turk had fet at liberty thd

blind prince HoufTun Khan and Hubbeeb Oolla, and had fled with

them into the country. The fultan, upon this, cafting the reins of

patience from his hands, and leaving Mallek al Tijar to protect

A.D. 1459. Telingana, in the year 864 returned by forced marches to his capital,

and lighting up the fire of tyranny, fet no bounds to his rage ; but it

is neceflary, before his cruelties are recorded, to mention their

original caufe.

Shaw Hubbeeb Oolla, an eminent divine, had been imprifbned

for his attachment to the prince Houflun Khan. Upon the fultan's

marching againft Secunder Khan, towards Bilcondah, {even of the

ihaw's difciples formed the refolution of procuring his liberty. For
this purpofe they addrefled Eufufl^ Turk, flave to the late fultan Alia

ad Dien, a man generally beloved, and celebrated for his virtue,

integrity, piety, and extenfive charities, "alfo a firm difciple and
friend to the fhaw's family. He promifcd his aid, and corrupted

fome of the guards and porters of the palace. The number of the

confederacy encreafed to twelve horfemen and fifty foot, all bent

upon facrificing their Jives to the fervice of the fhaw. EufufF, ad-
vancing in the path of fortitude, one evening went with his friends

to the gate of the royal haram, in which the prifoners were confined.

Moft of the guards were abfent on their occafions, but he was
queftioned by the few on duty. He replied, that he had the fultan's

orders
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orders to enter the prifon, and blind fuch and fuch criminals, pro-

ducing a forged firmaun to prove his aflertions j at feeing which,

they were filent, and fuffered him to pafs in. Upon his arrival at

the fecond gate, the guards refufed to admit him ; and, though he

fliowed the firmaun, infifted that the cutwal's order was neceflary

before he could be allowed entrance j upon which he ruflied upon

them with his friends, put them to death, with fome refiftance, and

pafTed on. Eufuff firfl haftened to the apartments of the capital

prifoners, and took off the chains from Hubbeeb Oolla. Houffun

Khan and Yiah Khan, fons of the late king, and Jellall Khan Bok-

haree, entreated him to break their chains, and take them with

him ', to which petition he confented. After this he went into every

apartment of the prifon, proclaiming aloud, that all who wiflied to

be freed from captivity, fhould repair to the gate of the palace, and

join him. About feven thoufand unfortunate captives, of all condi-

tions, rofe upon their keepers, and, arming themfelves with clubs,

or whatever came to hand, ranged themfelves at the gate as diredled.

By this time the cutwal of the city, having received the alarm, had

advanced to the palace with his people ; but the captives, deiperate

for freedom, received him fo warmly with fhowers of flones, and

clubs, that they were defeated. The prifoners, during the night,

difperfed to different quarters among their friends. Jellall Khan,

near eighty years old, and the prince Yiah Khan, fell into the

cutwal's hands again in a few hours, and were put to death.

HoufTun Khan and Hubbeeb Oolla took fhelter in the houfe of a

barber, where they fhaved their beards, and put on the drefs of beg-

gars. The latter now advifed making their efcape to fome humble
retirement; but the prince obferved, that the people in general

being wearied and difgufted with his brother's cruelty, and attached

to himfelf, it was likely he could foon raife an army, and regain the

throne he had loll:. Hubbeeb Oolla confented to affifl his views.

When they had got out of the city to fome diflance, HoufTun Khan
made himfelf known, and adventurers and tlie difaffeded joined him

T from
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from all quarters. EufuiF Turk alfo joined his ftandard j and in a

few days the prince was able, with an army of three thoufand horfe

and five thoufand foot, to advance to the garden of Kumtaneh, only

fix miles from the capital, in hopes of being able to take it. Finding

this, however, impoffible, he retreated to the town of Peer, which

he poffeffed himfelf of, with the country round, and levied fi-efh

troops. Such was the ftate of affairs when the fultan arrived at

Ahmedabad with his army.

The firft bufinefs of the fultan was to punifh the garrifon of the

city; all the foldiers of which, above two thoufand, he put to death

in various ways, the moll cruel that could be devifed. The cutwal

he confined in an iron cage, every day cutting off fome member

from his body, which he obliged him to eat, fo that he died Ihortly

of his maims. He then difpatched eight thoufand horfe and foot

againft the rebels, who at firft were vidorious ; upon which the rage

of the fultan was extreme. He reinforced his army, but confined

the women and children of the officers ; vowing to put them to

death if they fliould be defeated, or defert to the prince Houfiim

Khan.

In the next battle the rebels fuffered a total defeat, and Houffun

Khan, after a defperate refiftance, quitted the field with his ad-

herents, hoping to find an afylum at Beejanuggur. Upon his arrival

near the fort of Beejapore, with about eight hundred horfe, the

governor, Serauje Khan Juneedee, fent out a meflage to invite him in,

declaring, that he would give him up the fort and all its depend-

ancies. Houfllin Khan, by the advice of Hubbeeb Oolla and Eufuff

Turk, entered the fort of Beejapore, then only of mud. Serauje

Khan received them with officious refped; and attention. At night-

fall he came, with all his attendants, to the prince's apartment, under

pretence of paying his reipe<5ts, and furrounded it. The next day he

attempted to take his guelh prifoners, and Hubbeeb Oolla fuffered

martyrdom
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martyrdom in the refiftance. At length, the prince HouiTun Khan,

EufufF Turk, and his other followers, even to carpet-ipreaders, water-

men, and fweepers, were feized, and fent prifoners, by the treacher-

ous Serauje Khan, under a ftrong efcort to Ahmedabad,

Humaioon Shaw, letting loofe the bridle ofpuniflynent, and mad
with rage, ordered flakes to be fet up on both fides ofthe king's mark-

et, and vicious elephants and beafts of prey to be ftationed in different

parts of thelquare; in others were placed cauldrons offcalding oil and

boiling water. Then, afcending a balcony to view the fpediacle, he

firft cafl his brother Houffun Khan before a voracious tiger, who foon

tearing the wretched prince in pieces with his teeth and cIa^!^^, left

fcarce a relic remaining. EufufFTurk, and his feven friends, were

beheaded before him ; and their innocent and helplefs families, being

dragged from their houfes, were violated and otherwife tortured in

the court of the palace by. ruffians, in ways too indecent to mention.

Punifhments invented by the fultan were inflided on young and old,

women and children j who fuffered fuch tortures as the imaginations

of * Zohaak and the tyrant Hijaaje never could have conceived.

About feven thoufand of the unhappy prince's women and fervants,

who had not the mofl diflant concern in his rebellion, even to cooks,

waiters, fcuUions, and other menials, were fome flabbed with dag-

gers, others cut in pieces with hatchets, and the reft killed in cruel

methods by fcalding oil and water. This tragedy happened in

Shauban, the fame year as the rebellion.
, ^

The author of the Tarekh Mhamood Shawee fays, he heard from

the royal attendants, that upon learning the cfcape of HoufTun Khan,

rao-e and paffion fo overcame the fultan, that he fometimes tore his

robes, at others, bit his pillows, and often his own lips, in fuch a

manner that they dropped with blood. Alarmed at the example of

HoufTun Khan, he put to death feveral innocent perfons of the royal

T 2 family,

"A Perfian and Tartar tyrant.
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family, who were confined in diiFerent fortreffes. Nor did he flop

here. He became fufpicious of all his court, and the innocent and

guilty were undiftinguifhed by his favage tyranny. He extended his

hands to the children of his fubjecfls, tearing them from their parents

to fatisfy his lufts. He would frequently flop nuptial proceffions in

the flreet, and feizing the bride, after deflowering her, fend her

back to the hufband's houfe. He put his women to death on trivial

occalions ; and when any of the nobility were obliged to attend him,

fo great was their dread, that they took leave of their families, as if

preparing for death.

At lafl the Almighty took pity on the fufFerings of his people,

and liflened to the complaints of the wretched. The tyrant was

taken ill, and judging he fhould die, appointed his eldefl fon, Nizam

Shaw, then only eight years of age, his fuccefTor; and calling

Khajeh Jehaun Turk from Berar, and Mallek al Tijar from Teling-

ana, made his will ; conflituting them regents and guardians to his

fon during his minority ; commanding them flridtly to tranfadl no

affair without the advice of the queen mother. He died on the

A. D. 1460. twenty eighth of » Zeekaud, 865, according to fome -, but others

relate, that he recovered from this illnefs, and was afTaffinated in a

fit of intoxication by his own fervants, wearied out with his inhuman

cruelties. His reign was three years, fix months, and fix days.

The eleventh month of the Mahummedan year.

SULTAN
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SULTAN

NIZAM SHAW BHAMENEE.

W HEN Humaioon left the world, out of pity to mankind, and his

fon Nizam Shaw acceded to the throne ofDekkan, the queen mother,

a woman of great abilities, did nothing without confulting Khajeh

Jehaun and Mallek al Tijar Mhamood Gawan i admitting no other

amras to fliare in the adminiftration. Mallek al Tijar was appointed

vizier, with the government of Berar, and Khajeh Jehaun to the

office of vaqueel and * terruffdaree of Telingana. Thefe two minif-

ters attended every morning at the palace, and through a female

meflenger communicated their opinions to the queen mother -, who,

after fhe had given her approbation to the meafures of the day, fent

the young fultan out of her apartments to the hall of audience,

where he fat on the throne. On his right hand ftood Khajeh.

Jehaun, and upon the left Mallek al Tijar ; who with fidelity and

difpatch tranfadled bufinefs. By the happy co-operation and agree-

ment ofthefe three perfonages, the injuries occafioned by the tyranny

of the late fultan were foon repaired j but the furrounding potentates,

both mufTulmauns and Hindoos, hearing that the throne of Dekkan

was filled by a child, and that the nobility and officers were dif-

affeAed from the cruelties of their late fovereign, caft their eyes

towards his dominions with avidious look*. Firft, the roies of OrifTa

and Oureah, in conjundion with the zemindars of Telingana, in-

vaded the country by the way of Raajmundree, plundering and laying

vvaite as far as Kolaufs.
- The

* Government.



144 FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

The queen mother and the miniflers did not fuffer defpondency

to find a place in their minds ; but, coUeding an army of forty

thoufand men, marched with the young monarch againft the enemy.

The roy of Oriffa kept advancing, and at length arrived within fix

miles of the royal army, and ten of the capital of Ahmedabadj it

being his defign to demand the country of Telingana altogether, and

a tribute for the reft of his dominions, from the infant fultan. The
two minifters fent him a meflage, importing, that their mafter had

defigned to conquer Orifla and Jaajnuggur ; but, now he had ad-

vanced fo far with his army, he fhould be able to do it, by defeating

him, without the trouble of marching to thofe countries in perfon

;

and he had refolved, that not a man fhould efcape, unlefs the amount

of the injuries done to his dominions fhould be paid, and the raja

agree to become his tributary. With this mefTage Shaw Mohib
Oolla was difpatched. With one hundred and fixty horfe he charged
the roy's advanced corps with fuch pious zeal and courage, that, after

ikirmifhing firom morning till midday, the gale of vidtory waved the

flandards of the holy champions, and the Hindoos fell back to their

main army. The roies of OriiTa and Oureah, alarmed at this gallantry

in fb fmall a part of the royal army, left their heavy baggage on the

ground, and retreated during the night. Khajeh Jehaun followed
in purfuit ; while the fultan and Mallek al Tijar made eafy marches
after him. The roies feeing that they loft two or three thoufand
men in every day's march, frOm the adivity and bravery of Khajeh
Jehaun, took protedion in a fort j from whence they fent to Mallek
al Tijar, entreating pardon ; and, after much debate, on paying a
large fum of money, they were permitted to retire, without further

purfuit, into their own territories. Nizam Shaw returned in triumph
to his capital ; and, having conferred honours and rewards on the
nobility and foldiers, difmiffed them with his thanks to their feveral
ftations.

Soon
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Soon after this, Mhamood Shaw, fultan ofMalwa, invaded the

territories of Bhamenee, with eightWd twenty thoufand horfe, by

the route of Khandeflie ; and the roies of Oureah and Telingana,

upon this irruption, entered again into alliances, and renewed their

depredations on the countries of the muffulmauns. The minifters,

upon this, ordered the army of Telingana againft the roies, and

attended Nizam Shaw, with the troops of Beejapore, Dowlutabad,

and Berar, againft fultan Mhamood, whofe camp they foon ap-

proached, and both armies prepared for battle.

Nizam Shaw, notwithftanding his extreme youth, appeared at

the head of his army. Mallek al Tijar, with ten thoufand horfe,

formed the right wing, and Nizam al Moolk Turk, with other

amras, idie left wing, with a fimilar force. The fultan himfelf

took poft in the center, with Khajeh Jehaun, Secunder Khan, his

fofter brother, eleven thoufand horfe, and one hundred war ele-

phants.

Sultan Mhamood committed the charge of his right wing to his

fon prince Gheaufe ad Dien, and the left to Mahabut Khan, gover-

nor of Chunderee, fupported by Zaheer al Moolk ; while he himfelf

took poft with his beft troops in the center.

Mallek al Tijar firft advanced, and began the battle by a furious

charge upon the enemy's left wing, which, after fome refiftance,

fled; Mahabut Khan and Zaheer al Moolk being both killed.

Nizam al Moolk Turk, with the left wing, charged the right of the

Malwa army under fultan Gheaufe ad DIen ; whofe fame for courage

and condu^ had been long founded throughout Hindooftan. It

happened in the height of adtion, that the two generals came to

clofe combat with each other. The fword of Nizam al Moolk

breaking, he threw the hilt in the face of his antagonift with fuch

violence as to wound him in the eye, which bled exceedingly, and he

fell

HS
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fell from his horfe with agony. The troops of Malwa, feeing him

fallen, turned their faces to flight, and were purfued four miles by

the Dekkanees, who made a great flaughter among them, and took

much plunder, with fifty elephants. Sultan Mhamood, obferving

the defeat of both his wings, was ready to retreat, but another of

his fons and fome of his nobles perfuaded him to wait. At this

time Khajeh Jehaun charged him with ten thoufand horfe, and fultan

Mhamood, fhanding the fhock with great refolution, wounded the

elephant of Secunder Khan Turk with an arrow. The huge animal,

mad with pain, turning back, trod down many of his own troops, and

had nearly feized Nizam Shaw himfelf. Secunder Khan, either out of

fear, or enmity to Khajeh Jehaun, drew off his troops, and the fultan

with him, to a little diilance from the adtion ; upon which the Dek-
kanees, miffing the royal ftandard, fled, and did not flop till they reach-

ed the capital. Khajeh Jehaun, now feeing that the right and left

wdngs were gone in purfuit of the enemy, and that the fultan with the

Dekkanees had fled, thought it befl to retire ; and, with much con-

dud, quitting the fight, brought off the royal horfes and elephants to

Ahmedabad. Mallek al Tijar and his troops, on viewing this flrange

change of fortune, retired alfo. Secunder Khan Turk, on his arrival at

the capital, was at firfl rewarded by the queen mother for bringing her

fon off the field in fafety ; but upon her hearing the truth from Kha-
jeh Jehaun, was confined for his cowardice and difgracing the fultan,

by taking him from the field on the point of vid:ory. The friends of
Secunder Khan complained to the queen, affirming that he had faved

the fultan from deflrudlion, as the two wings had difperfed to plun-

der, and no troops remained for his fecurity, and declaring, that

they would no longer fubmit to be ufed with indignity by the
Moguls, who had ufurped the guidance of the royal authority. As
the times would not allow the puniihment, Khajeh Jehaun releafed

the culprit.

Sultan
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Sultan Mhamood, hearing of the diflike of the Dekkanees to the

minifters, marched to beiiege the capital of Alimedabad -, upon

which the queen, jealous of Khajeh Jehaun, to whofe remiflhefs fhe

attributed the defeat of the army, by the advice of Mallek al Tijar

committed the charge of the citadel of Ahmedabad to MuUoo Khan

Dekkanee, and, with the fultan, retired to Firozeabad.

Sultan Mhamood now laid fiege to the city, which he took in

feventeen days j upon which, great part of the country fubmitted to

his authority, and it was the general opinion, that the power of the

houfe of Bhamenee would pafs into that of Khullije ; when, fud-

denly, the ftandards of fultan Mhamood of Guzarat advanced from

that kingdom. Nizam Shaw had, before his retreat, by the advice

of Mallek al Tijar, fent ambaffadors to requeft his afliftance ; in

hopes of which he had, at Firozeabad, colleded together his fcattered

army, to defend himfelf and harafs the enemy. Intelligence ar-

riving that the fultan of Guzarat had reached the frontiers ofDek-
kan, with an army of eighty thoufand horfe, the queen mother

difpatched Mallek al Tijar to his prefence to beg ipeedy relief. The
fultan immediately fupplied him with twenty thoufand horfe, under

fome of his principal nobility j and the allied armies, in a fliort time,

moved towards the capital.

Sultan Mhamood Shaw, who had not been able to take the

citadel, upon this raifed the iiege, and retreated with precipitation

towards Malwa. Mallek al Tijar immediately fent two thoufand

Dekkanee horfe to harafs his retreat by the way of Berar, while he

took poft himfelf, with ten thoufand horfe and his allies, between

Candahar, Beer, and the road to Mando, fo that the enemy were

fhut in on all quarters. He harafled their foraging parties, and cut

off all fupplies of provifion. Sultan Mhamood, who, according to

the beft accounts, had near thirty thoufand horfe, frequently tried to

bring on an adtion j but Mallek al Tijar was not to be led from his

U defign.
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defign i till at length famine grew to the greateft pitch in the Malvva

camp, and fultan Mhamood was left, without remedy, to the clamours

of his troops.

In this exigence, having killed numbers of his elephants, and

fet .fire to all his heavy baggage, he moved unincumbered towards

Ghondwareh, to the confines of which country he was purfued, and

conftantly haraffed on his march, by Mallek al Tijar; fo that he loll

numbers of his men, and great part of his remaining baggage.

Upon his arrival in Ghondwareh, fultan Mhamood commanded a

zemindar of that country to conduct him by a route, which would

free him from the purfuit of the Dekkanees, and afibrd fome repofe

to his fatigued army. The zemindar reprefented, that there was no

road eafy of paiTage for an army, but one, on which there was but

'

little water for fome ftages. The fultan, thinking this a lelTer dif-

ficulty than the purfuit of an enemy, commanded him to (hew the

road he mentioned. The firft day's march, from the burning winds

and exceffive thirft, about fix thoufand men miferably perifhed ; and

the next, the natives of the mountains, taking advantage of the

diftrefl'ed army, plundered the helplefs of their efi'edsj for the

troops, difpirited by their fufferings, made little refiftance. A fingle

cup of water fold for " two rupees, and frequently was not to be had

for money. When fultan Mhamood, after enduring inexpreffible

hardships, had at length wound out his way from this dreadful

labyrinth, fuipediing that his miferies had proceeded from the

treachery of his guide, he commanded him to be put to death. The
Ghonde chief, difregarding life, abufed the fultan, boafting, that he

had anticipated revenge by defiiroying twelve thoufand men with

thirfl; that his death was ofno confequence, as he had three fons,

and ihould himfelf be foon tranfmigrated into one of their offspring.

From this we learn, that the Ghondees, like the reft of the Hindoos,
believe the tranfmigration of fouls. This gives them a contempt of

death
• Nearly five fhillings.
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death, they believing that good condud: in their prefent body will

enfure their reanimation in a better ftate.

149

Sultan Mhamood, before the fall of the city of Ahmedabad Bieder,

committed every cruelty of war on the country ; but when he had

refolved on eftablilhing himfelf in Dekkan, changed his condud, and

treated the inhabitants with gentlenefs. He was always particularly

cautious in his drefs and diet, agreeably to the rules of things pure

and impure, laid down in the canons of divine law. On this account

he had his rice, wheat, oil, and other neceffaries for his own table,

from certain farms in his own hereditary dominions, and had veget-

ables planted or fown in wooden frames filled with foil, carried with

him wherever he marched. His halt at Ahmedabad being long,

he fent for Molana Shumfe ad Dien, a religious, who attended the

tomb of Shaw KhuUeel Oolla, to whom he complained of his diflrefs

for vegetables, deiiring that he would point out fome gardener to him,

whofe land was his own, agreeably to the divine laws, that he might

purchafe from him at a high price. The Molana replied, " You
** fpeak, O king, what can only excite ridicule and fccrn. To invade

** the territories of true believers, lay wafte their dwellings, and rob

** them of their property, and to pretend obfervance of the law in the

** trifling points of drefs and diet, is folly and hypocrify." Sultan

Mhamood fhed tears, acknowledged the juftice of his remark, but

faid, that empire could not be fupported without fuch contradidory

adions.

After the retreat of the fultan of Malwa, Nizam Shaw difpatch-

ed ambaffadors to Mhamood Shaw of Guzarat, with valuable pre-

fents, and thanks for the friendly part he had taken in his caufe.

Sultan Mhamood returned to Guzarat, and Nizam Shaw to the

capital ofAhmedabad Bieder. The fultan of Malwa the next year

invaded Dekkan again, advancing as far as Dowlutabad -, but was

U 2 foon
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foon obliged to retreat, by the timely affiflance of the fultan of

Guzarat to Nizam Shaw.

It being the cuftom of the houfe of Bhamenee for the children to

wed in their early years, the queen mother alked in marriage for her

fon one of her own relations, and prepared the nuptial feaft with

royal magnificence and pomp. On the night of confummation,

when the aiTembly of mirth was adorned, and the court full of

pleafure and rejoicing, fuddenly fcreams were heard from the royal

apartments, and the voice of forrow complained, with loud fobs,

that Nizam Shaw had departed this life, and left the world to other

mafters. The unblown rofe of the royal tree fuddenly perifhed by a

deftrudtive blaft. The down of beauty had not yet grown on the

flower, when death fhed upon it the killing mildew. This event

happened after a reign of two years and one month, on the night of

A. D. 1462. the thirteenth of Zeekaud, 867.

SULTAN
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SULTAN

SHUMSE AD DOONNIA WAL DIEN

ABOU NUSSUR, AL GHAZEE

MAHUMMUD SHAW BHAMENEE.

MaHUMMUD Shaw afcended the throne ofDekkan in his ninth

year, and the affairs ofgovernment were conducted as in the late reign,

by Khajeh Jehaun and Mallek al Tijar, under the direction of the

queen mother. Ahmed Shaw, younger brother to the fultan, had

an ample eftabUfhment fettled for his fupport. Khajeh Jehaun took

the charge ofeducating Mahummud Shaw, who made great progrefs

in all branches of learning under Shoofteree, the mofl celebrated

fcholar of his age ; fo that, next to Firoze Shaw, he became the

mofl accomplifhed prince that ever filled the throne of Bhamenee.

Khajeh Jehaun acquiring great power and influence in every depart-

ment of the ftate, directed affairs as he thought proper, without

regarding any other authority. He deprived many old nobles of their

jaghires, and gave them to creatures of his own raifing ; extended

the hands of peculation on the royal treafury, and took care to keep

his colleague, Mallek al Tijar, employed on the frontiers, fo that

he could interfere but little in adminiflration. The queen mother, a

!
princefs

* Sun of the world and the faith, Ton of victory, the cliarripion ofreligior

was next brother to the laft fultan.

He
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princefs of great prudence and difcernment, alarmed at this beha-

viour, put the fultan on his guard againft him, and refolved on his

deftrudion. For this purpofe fhe inftrudted her fon, on the KJiajeh's

coming next to council, to order his attendants to put him to death.

Khajeh Jehaun the next day, according to cuftom, without fufpicion

attended the Durbar ; where feeing Nizam al Moolk Turk with fome

guards, he was alarmed, but could not properly retire, and as ufual took

his poil: near the fultan. Suddenly two female fervants appeared, and

faid to the fultan, in a loud voice. It is proper to perform what the

queen requefted you. Upon which the fultan, turning to Nizam al

Moolk, exclaimed. That wretch is a traitor, put him to death.

Nizam al Moolk, who was an enemy to Khajeh Jehaun, without

hefitation dragged him from his place, and cut him down with his

fabre in the fultan 's prefence.

After fome days, Mahummud Shaw conferred upon Mallek al

Tijar the title of Khajeh Jehaun, by the advice of his mother,

adding the office of vaqueel al fultunnut to his other dignities. When
the fultan reached his fourteenth year, his marriage with a princefs

of his own family was celebrated with royal fplendour ; and the queen

mother then delivering over to him all power, betook herfelf to a
life of devotion : but the fultan ftill continued to confult her opinion

on all matters of importance, and went every day regularly to pay
her his refpedts.

When fultan Mahummud Shaw had reached maturity, he be-

came anxious for revenge upon his enemies, and to claip the bride

of conqueft in his embrace. On this account, having appointed

A, D.1467. Nizam al Moolk governor of Berar, he fent him in the year 87?,
with a powerful army, againfl the fortrefs of Kurleh, in the pofleffion

of the fultan ofMalwa. Nizam al Moolk laid fiege to the place, and
leveral times defeated armies fent to relieve it. The laft was a very

obitinate engagement, as twelve thoufand Raajepoots and Afghauns

fought
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fought defperately in the Malwa army, and great numbers were

flain on both fides, but vidtory, in the end, declared for the Dek-
kanees. A great number of the troops belonging to the fort, who
had joined the enemy, were fo clofely purfued by Nizam al Moolk,

that his foldiers entered the gates with them, and a palTage being

fecured to the army, he made himfelf mafter of the place. As is the

cuftom of the common foldiers of Dekkan, they gave abufive lan-

guage to the conquered garrifon ; which fo enraged two brothers,

Raajepoots, that they refolved to fhew their enemies an example of

defperate bravery. When the confufion was over, and the Malweans

had evacuated the fort, the Raajepoots addrefled Nizam al Moolk's

attendants, faying, they had pafTed their whole lives in the army,

feen many brave men, but none equal to their general in heroifm,

and begged they might be permitted to kiis his feet before they

departed. Nizam al Moolk, feeing them unarmed, ordered them to

approach his perfon ; upon which they came up in a fubmiflive man-

ner; but turning fuddenly, and fnatching the fabres from the hands

of the neareft guards, mortally wounded him ; after which they

fought in defpair, till they were both cut to pieces. Nizam al Moolk

had two adopted brothers, Adil Khan Sewai and Direa Khan Turk,

who, after eitablifliing a ftrong garrifon in the fort, took up the

general's body, and marched with a valuable plunder to court.

The fultan, approving their fervices, appointed them both to the

rank of a thoufand, with the fortrefs of Kurleh and its dependancies

in jaghire. . -

The fultan ofMalwa now feeing the fpirit of the Dekkanees, and

fearing their refentment for the infults offered to them in the late

reign, fent an ambaffador, named Sherf al Moolk, with valuable

prefents to Mahummud Shaw, to court his friendfhip and alliance.

He reprefented, that fultan Ahmed Shaw Bhamenee, and fultan

* Hofhung, had entered into folemn treaties, by which it was agreed

that
^ Sultan of Malwa.
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that the province of Berar fhould belong to the former, and the fortrefs

of Kurleh to the latter j and that a lafting peace fhould fublift

between them and their heirs for ever ; that the amras of Dekkan

had pofTefled themfelves of Kurleh, but, if Mahumi^ud Shaw^ chofe,

the treaty might ftill be obferved, and the fubjefts of both ftates be

faved from contention, and join in mutual intereft and alliance.

Mahummud Shaw^ difpatched (hekh Ahmed Sudder with Sherf al

Moolk to Mando, reprefenting, that he was firm and true to the rules

of friendfhip and alliance ; and while Carnatic abounded in every

quarter with flrong holds pofTeffed by infidels, for the employment

of his arms, he had no occafion for the fortrefs of Kurleh. He
praifed God, that the breach of treaty had not happened on the part

of the houfe of Bhamenee ; it being clear, that in the late reign of

his brother, an infant, the Malwa fultan, taking advantage of the

weaknefs of adminiilration, had invaded his dominions, and com-
mitted fuch ravages on the pofTeflions of the faithful, as had not

been perpetrated by the deflrudtive Chungeeze Khan in his conquefts;

what was paffed, however, had paffed, and could not be recalled

;

therefore, whatever fhekh Ahmed, who was a true promoter of the

repofe of the faithful, fhould agree to, from that he would never

deviate in the fmalleft point. Shekh Ahmed was met near Mando by
a deputation of the principal nobility of Malwa, and condu(aed with

much refpedl and ceremony into the city ; where, being introduced

to fultan Mhamood Khiljee, he delivered his commiffion. The
Malweans acknowledged that the breach of treaty proceeded from
themfelves,. but they hoped that the Almighty, out of his abundant

mercy and goodnefs, would not call them to account for it. Sultan

Mhamood alfo faid, that he had been tempted to adt improperly,

but hoped it would be forgotten j and that fuch treaties might now
be formed, that his fucceflbrs, and thofe of Bhamenee, would in

future never adt towards each other contrary to the laws of religion

and humanity. Shekh Ahmed on the part ofMahummud Shaw, and

fliekh
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fhekh al Iflaam on that ofMhamood Shaw, drew up a treaty, to which
were affixed the feals of the divines and learned men of both flates.

Both princes wrote on the margin, in their own hands, that whoever
fhould deviate from the contents ofthe treaty, would be curfed by God,
and rejed:ed by the prophet. The fum of the alliance was, that both
parties ihould refrain from molefting each other's dominions ; that the

fbrtrefs of Kurleh, as in the reign of fultan Ahmed the Juft, fhould

be delivered up to the Malwa fovereign j and that whatever countries

might be conquered from the Hindoos, by either ftate, fhould not

be coveted by the other. When the negotiation was concluded, fhekh

Ahmed wrote to the governor ofKurleh, which was immediately given

.

up to the deputies ofthe fultan ofMalwa. Shekh Ahmed then returned

to Dekkan ; and there never happened afterwards any difagreement

between the two royal families.

In the beginning of the year 874, Mallek al Tijar Khajeh A. D. 1469.

Jehaun Gawan marched with a powerful army againlt the roies of

Songeer, Khalneh, and other rebels in Kokun. The troops of

Joncer, Jagneh KhurruU, Dabul, Ghoule Mapun, Damaun, and

other parts, were ordered to join him on this fervice. The roies of

Songeer and Khalneh conflantly had a " fleet of three hundred vefTels

at fea, to diftrefs the trade of the faithful. Upon the report of Mallek

al Tijar's approach, the infidels made alliances with each other, and

affembled in great numbers at the head of the pafTes; but Mallek al

Tijar by degrees forced them from the enemy's pofTefTion. Seeing

that his cavalry was ufelefs in the mountainous countries, he fent

back what horfe he had brought from the capital, and, contenting

I

W himfelf

» Thefe rajas were in all probability the anceftors of thofe who ftill maintain pirate

fleets on the Malabar coaft, and the defcendants of thofe whom Rennell, in the Memoir

<o his Map, fays, Pliny notices as committing, in his time, depredations on the Roman

Eaft India trade. The places mentioned, as furnifhing troops for their reduftion, are

on the Malabar coaft. Damaun is at prefent a Portuguefe fettlementj the others are

in the hands of the Mharattas.
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himfelfwith the troops under Afaud Geelanee and his own dependants,

made his way by fire and the axe through the woods. He lay five

months before the fort ofKhakeh without eifed, and the rains fetting

in, relinquifhed the fiege; when, committing the guard of the paffes

to ten thoufand men, on whom he could depend, he defcended the

mountains, to pafs the wet feafbn in the diflrid: of Kolapore, where

he reduced the fort of Mukneh. After the rains he again afcended

the paffes, and by ftratagem, with unbounded gifts ofmoney, obtained

the fortrefs of Khakeh, which had never been conquered by the

muffulmauns. At the approach of the rains, he took the fame mea-

fures as he had done the former feafon ; and at the expiration of the

four wet months marched into the country of Songeer, which he

reduced with great eafe, taking ample revenge for the flaughter of

the ' former Mallek al Tijar. He then moved againft the port and

ifland of '' Goa, belonging to the roy of Beejanuggur ; fending an

hundred and twenty veffels to attack it by fea, while he marched with

his army to ad againft it by land. Before the roy of Beejanuggur

could oppofe his defign, he made himfelf mafter of the place.

Mahummud Shaw, on information of this important conqueft, order-

ed the nobut to beat the march of triumph for feven days, and made

other rejoicings fucceffively.

Khajeh Jehaun, having fixed a ftrong garrifon In the fort, and

laid in plentifiil ftores of every kind, returned after an abfence of

three years to the capital of Ahmedabad. Mahummud Shaw con-

defcended to honour him with a vifit of a whole week, conferring

upon him the higheft titles, with a fuit of his own robes j and the

queen mother gave him the appellation of brother. One of his de-

pendants, named Khoofh Kuddum, who had behaved with diftin-

guilhed gallantry in the different campaigns, was at his recommend-
ation promoted to high rank, with the title of Kifliwer Khan, and

the

* Fide reign of Ahmed Shaw, filled Alia ad Dien ad.

^ Now the principal fettlement of the Portuguefe.
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the forts of Goa, Bundoch, Khundwal, and-KhoIapore were granted

him in addition to his other governments. When Mahummud Shaw
left his houfe, Khajeh Jehaun, retiring to his chamber, difrobed him-
felfofhis fplendid drefs, threw himfelf on the ground, and wept
with much lamentation; after which he came out, put on the habit

of a dirvelh, and calling together all the deferving learned men,

divines, and fyeds of Ahmedabad, diftributed moft of his money,

jewels, and eifedls, excepting his elephants, horfes, and library,

among them ; faying, that praife be to God, he had efcaped the

temptations of his evil paflions, and was freed from danger.

Moolla Shumfe ad Dien afked him why he had given away every

thing but his library, elephants, and horfes ? He replied, that when

the fultan honoured him with a vifit, and the queen mother called

him brother, his evil paflions began to prevail over his reafon ; and

the ftruggle of vice and virtue was fo great in his mind, that he

became diflrefled even in the prefence of his majefty, who kindly

enquired the caufe of his. concern j on which he was obliged to feign

iUnefs in excufe for his condud; when the fultan advifed his taking

repofe, and returned to the palace. He had therefore parted with

wealth, the caufe of his temptations, that his Hbraty he had defigned

for the ufe of ftudents, and his elephants and horfes he regarded as

the fultan's, lent only to him for a feafon. After this, he always

wore plain apparel ; and, when at leifure from ftate affairs, retired to

his own mofque and college, where he fpent his time in the fociety

of the learned, and perfons eminent for piety and virtue. On Friday

nights he went difguifed through the different wards of the city, and

diftributed alms to the poor, faying, as he gave them. This is fent by

the fultan.

^57

In the year 876, Himber, uncle's fbn to the roy of Oureali, com-

plained to Mahummud Shaw that the roy being dead, Mungul Roy, a * '
+' •

fiave, his adopted fon, had ufurped the government, in defiance ofhis

W 2 legal
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legal claim of inheritance, and promifed, if the fultan would affift

him with troops to regain his right, he would become his tributary.

Mahummud Shaw, who had a ftrong delire to poffefs Oureah, * Raaj-

mundree, and Cundapul, thought this requeft favourable to his

views ; and, by the advice of Khajeh Jehaun, having conferred the

title of Nizam al Moolk on Mallek Houflun Bheheree, difpatched

him with a confiderable army to thofe parts. On the borders of

Oureah he was joined by Himber with his troops, who became the

guide of the army ; and Mungul Roy, having colleded a great body

of troops, advanced in oppoiition, but was foon defeated with great

flaughter, and Himber put in pofTeffion of his hereditary dominions.

Nizam al Moolk proceeded without delay, accompanied by Himber,
againft Cundapul and Raajmundree; both which he quickly reduced,

and by the orders of Mahummud Shaw, having eftablifhed proper

ilations of troops for their fecurity, he difmiffed Himber to his own
country, and returned with the plunder of his campaign to court

;

where, by the recommendation of the queen mother and Khajeh

Jehaun, he was honoured with the government of Telingana. Um-
mad al Moolk was appointed governor of Berar. A few months

afterwards, EufufF Adil Khan Sewai, one of the flaves of Khajeh

Jehaun, eminent for his great prudence and other qualities, on

which account the minifler had adopted him as his fon, was appoint-

ed to the government of Dowlutabad, the moft important in the

flate. Mahummud Shaw, confiding in his abilities, fent him to

reduce the fortrefs of Weragur, and to recover that of " Antore,

which, during the Malwa invafion, had fallen into, the poffeffion ofa

Mharatta, who did not pay proper fubmiffion. Adil Khan, upon

his . arrival at Dowlutabad, difpatched Cafim Beg SufF-ihekun to

reduce Antore, and Direa Khan againft Weragur. The chief of the

former

Parts of what are now called the Northern Sirkars, and in poffeffion of the Eaft

India company.
'' Moft probably the fame with Attore in Major Rennell's Map. Weragur was iper-

haps a neighbouring diftrift.
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former delivered up the place without oppofition, on receiving quar-

ter; but the raja of the latter held out againft the befiegers for fix

months ; at the end of which, feeing no hopes of relief, he fent a

meffa^e^to Adil Khan, promifmg, if his life fhould be fpared, to

make an offering of all his effed:s in the fort, and evacuate it with

his family. Adil Khan agreeing to thefe terms, ordered Direa

Khan to permit the inhabitants to retire without hurt to their perfons

or honour ; and, accordingly, the * roy Jey Sing, with his family and

dependants, quitted the ancient abode of his anceftors, leaving be-

.

hind him his treafures and all his hereditary pofTeflions. Adil Khan,

who had come poft to the camp, entered the fort the fame day, and

took pofleffion of the treafure and valuable effects ; after which he

encouraged the principal inhabitants and farmers of the country, by

affurances ofprotedion and juftice. He then marched againft the fort

of Ranjee, the chief of which, whofe father was lately dead, after

little oppofition, on promife of quarter, furrendered it with all the

contents. Adil Khan having feleded elephants, horfes, and what

richer eiFefts he efteemed fit for the fultan's ufe, received the chief

among the amras, and gave him back his fort and country in jaghire.

He then returned to Amedabad Bieder, and laid before the fultan

fuch fums of money, jewels, valuable effedis, elephants, and horfes,

that the plunder of Raajmundree and Bilcondah appeared trifling

when compared to this offering. Mahummud Shaw on this account

conferred upon him great honours, faying. Whoever had i- Khajeh

Jehaun for a father, could not fail of performing important fervices.

He ordered Khajeh Jehaun to entertain Adil Khan for a week at

his own houfe, with all poflible magnificence ; but the minifter ob-

ferving,

» From the circumftance mentioned, of Jey Sing's leaving the ancient abode of his

anceftors, it is probable he was the roy of the country by defcent ; and the being ftiled

a Mharatta, proves, that the people fo called were inhabitants of provinces in parts of

Dekkan, long before the family of Sewajee or Bhofela became their chiefs. Jey Sing's

family, doubtlefs, were reduced by the Bhamenee fovereigns, and he had rebelled

during the Malwa invafion in Nizam Shaw's reign.

•» Alluding to the adoption of Adil Khan by Khajeh Jehaun, as before mentioned.
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ferving, that without his majefty's prefence the feafl would be in-

complete, the fultan faid, that to partake of an entertainment

prepared for another had no charms, but that he would honour his

houfe with a vilit of a week, after that of Adil Khan was endsd.

Accordingly, on the eighth day, Mahummud Shaw went to the

minifter's palace, where he pafled a week in continued feafting, and

admitted Adil Khan to the honour of drinking wine with him.

IChajeh Jehaun treated the king with uncommon fplendour, and

prefented him with fo many rich curiofities, that beholders were

aftonifhed at the fight. Among thefe were fifty difhes of pure gold,

with covers fet with jewels, each large enough to hold a roafted

lamb j one hundred flaves of Circaffia, Georgia, and Abyffinia, moft

of them accomplifhed fingers and muficians j one hundred horfes of

Arabia, Syria, and Turky ; and one hundred pieces of fuperb china,

not to be feen, but in the palaces of a few great princes. On the laft

day he made rich prefents to the fultan's fons and all the court ; then

giving the fultan a fchedule of all his property, which he faid

belonged folely to his majefly, he defired him to take pofTefRon.

Mahummud Shaw admired his behaviour, and accepted of his offer,

but conferred upon him anew all he had feen. After this, the

credit and favour of Khajeh Jehaun and Adil Khan became fo great,

that they were courted and envied by all the nobility ; and the Dek-
kanees, like wounded vipers tormenting themfelves, * bound up the

waiftband of enmity againfl them.

A. D. 1472; I^ the year 877, Perkna, roy of the fortrefs of Balgoan, at the

inlligation of the prince of Beejanuggur, marched to retake the ifland

of Goa ; as did alfo the general of Bankapore, with a great army,

flopping all fupplies of provifions. Mahummud Shaw, immediately

upon intelligence of this irruption, colled;ed his forces, and moved

againfl

» This expreffion means the fame as that of girding the loins, fo frequently occur-

flng in holy writ. Moft ASatics wear a cloth of many folds round the waift.



I

FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

againft Balgoan, a fortrefs of great ftrength, having round it a deep

wet ditch, and near it a pafs, the only approach, defended by re-

doubts. The fultan fat down before it, and roy Pirkna, out of

regard to his future welfare, fent privately perfons to Khajeh Jehaun

to beg terms of peace, which were prefented to the fultan for his

acquiefcence ; but Mahummud Shaw, in order to fliew his power,

and deter others by example, would not confent to them, and refolved

to take the fort by ftorm. He commanded the artillery, as they valued

their own fafety, to effed: a practicable breach in fourteen days j and

committed to Khajeh Jehaun the charge of filling up the ditch,

faying, that he expected to have it pafTable for the troops when the

breach fhould be ready: Though Khajeh Jehaun during the day

threw great quantities of wood and earth into the ditch, the enemy

in the night always removed them ; upon which he 'changed his

operations to another quarter, and began to ereft batteries, and dig

mines, which till now had not been ufed in Dekkan. Pirkna,

confiding in his wet ditch as a fure proteftion, was felf-fecure, when,

fuddenly, three mines from the pofts of Khajeh Jehaun, Adil Khan,

and Fatteh Oolla Ummad al Moolk, were conduced under the fort

wall, and fprung with fuccefs. The troops of Pirknah advanced to

defend the breaches. Nearly two thoufand of the fultan's troops

were flain in ftorming, and the befieged had nearly filled up the

breaches with wood and ftones, when Mahummud Shaw himfelf

advanced to the aflault, and with great gallantry drove the enemy

from the breach, and gained the fort. While he was attacking the

citadel, Pirkna having difguifed himfelf, came to the royal attend-

ants, and requefted to be introduced to the fultan as a meffenger from

the roy. Being permitted to advance, as foon as he arrived before

the fultan, throwing his turban upon his neck, he declared his

quality, faying, that he had come with his fahiily to kifs the foot of

the throne. Mahummud Shaw, admiring his fortitude, pardoned

his crimes, and received him into the order of his nobility. When
oppofition had ceafed, the fultan entered the. citadel, and gave God

thanks

i6i
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thanks for the fuccefs of his arms. Having added Balgoan and its

dependancies to the jaghire of Khajeh Jehaun, he returned towards

the capital. Soon after this expedition, in which fhe had accom-

panied her fon, died the queen mother, by whofe prudence the flate

had acquired new fplendour. The fultan fent her corpfe in great

pomp to be interred at Ahmedabad Bieder.

When the royal flandard reached the city of Beejapore, Mahum-
mud Shaw, at the requeft of Khajeh Jehaun, in whofe jaghire it

was, halted to repofe himfelf from his fatigues, and, to divert his

grief at the death of his mother, engaged in pleafures. Liking the

fituation of the place, he refolved to remain at it for the rainy feafon ;

but it happened that this year a drought prevailed through all Dek-

kan, fo that the wells of Beejapore were dried up, and the fultan,

againfl his inclination, was obliged to move to Ahmedabad. No rain

fell the next year, when the cities, towns, and villages became

almoft deftitute of population. Many of the inhabitants died of

famine, and numbers migrated for food to Malwa, Jaajnuggur, and

Guzarat. In Telingana, Meerhutt, and all the Bhamenee domini-

ons, no grain was fown for two years fucceffivelyi and the third,

when the Almighty fhowered his mercy upon the earth, fcarce

any farmers were left to cultivate the lands.

Not long after this dreadful vifitation of famine, while the coun-

try was reviving from depopulation, intelligence came that the gar-

rifon of Cundapul had mutinied, and having killed their governor,

who was tyrannically oppreffive, and feized the property and women
of his dependants, had given up the fort to roy Oureah, who was

prote<Sted by Mahummvid Shaw. Oureah, on this acquifition, fent

agents to the roy of Oriffa, reprefenting, that if he wifhed to recover

his hereditary dominions in Telingana, now was the crifis, as Dek-
kan had been ruined by two years of famine, and the armies were

reduced to a fmall body ; that he would join him on conlideration of

being
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being admitted to fhare in ike conquefts cf the muflulmauns, and for

the prefent give him up the fort of Cundapul, with the dependant

country. The roy of OriiTa, tempted by thefe offers, having col-

lefted ten thouiand horfe and eight thoufand foot,fcalfo fummoned
the rajas of Jaajnuggur to his affiftance, entered Telingana vdthout

delay. Nizam al Moolk, governor of Raajmundree, unable to cope

with fo great a force, fhut himielf up in that fortrefs, ^nd fent

«xprefs accounte of the lituation of affairs to court.

M^ummud Shaw, by the advice ofKhajeh Jehaun, refblvedt©

oppofc the infidels in perfbn. Having advanced one year's pay to the

troops, fee began his march with great expedition. Upon his arrival

near Haajmundree, the enemy not thinking it advisable to meet

liim in ^e'^eld, roy Gureah retired io the foitreis of Cundapul,

and the roy of Oriffa croffed the lake of Raajmundree, and retreated

towards his own dominions. Mahummud Shaw, enraged at *his

unprovoked invafion, having left Khajeh Jehaun with the prince

'^^amood 'Khan at Raajmundree, marched wiA twenty .thoufand

?iorfe to punifh the deceitful idolater. In the latter part of (the year

882 he penetrated to the capital <tf Orifla, and ufed no mercy in A. D. 1477,

'flaughtering the inhabitants and laying wafte the country of the

enemy. As the roy had retired to the very extrwrnty of ;his poffef-

fions, the fiiltan had unmoleiled range for operation, and coUeiSted

vaft fums from the people ; after which he determined to fend for his

fon and Khajeh.Jehaun, and eftablifh them in the province.

The roy of Oril^, hearing of the fultan's intentions, fent repeated

enlbaffies, with elephants and other valuable prefents, to open the

door of forgivenefs, declaring folemnly, that he would never in

future, in any manner, affift the zemindars of Telingana. To this the

Tilltan replied, that if he would give him up twenty five noted ele-

jphants, which had belonged to the late roy his father, he would

grant him peace. The roy valued thefe elephants next to his life,

yet durft not refiife, and therefore fent; them in rich trappings, and

X chains
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chains of gold and lilver ; upon which the fultari began his march

from Orifla.

The fultan on the march, when engaged at fome diftance from

his route in hunting, faw a fort upon a high hill, and going to view

it nearer with his attendants, alked fome of the country people to

whom it belonged. They replied, that it was the property of the

roy of Orifla, and that no power dared be fo rafh as to caft even

a look of conqueft upon it. The fultan, inflamed at this infolent

reply, halted at the foot of the hill, and the next day began the fiege,

which continued a month and halfwithout effedt. At the expiration

of that time, the roy fent an apology for the rudenefs of his people,

who were clowns and unacquainted with politenefs, entreating that

his majefly would regard the fort as his own by conqueft, and beftow

it upon him as one of his vaflals. This apology pleafed the fultan,

who raifed the fiege, and continued his march.

Mahummud Shaw next fat down before Cundapul; and roy

» Oureah after fix months, being much diftreflcd, fued for pardon j

which being granted at the intercefllon of fome of the nobility, he

furrendered the fort and city to the royal troops. The fultan went

to view the fort, and broke down a temple of idols, killing fome

braminee devotees who officiated at it with his own hands, from a

point of religion. He then gave orders for a mofque to be ere<Sed on

the foundations, and afcending a pulpit, read fome prayers, diftributed

alms, and commanded the khootbah to be proclaimed in his name.

Khajeh Jehaun reprefented, that as his majefly had flain fome in-

fidels with his own hands, he might now properly afliime the title

of Ghazee ^ which he did. He was the fifft of the Bhamenee family

that killed a bramin ; and it is the belief of the Dekkanees, that

this

* The raja feems here to be called by the name of the province i as in Europe fome

times perfonages are by the places giving their titles.
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this aft was inauljaicious, and conducive t» the troubles which foon

after perplexed the affairs of himfelf and his family, to their diffo-

lution.

Mahummud Shaw, according to the advice of Khajeh Jehaun,

remained near three years in Raajmundree, "to fettle the conquered

country and ellablifh proper pofts of defence on the borders. Hav-

ing fecured the whole country of Telingana, by expelling all the

refradiory zemindars, he refolved on the conqueft of * Nerfinga, and

confulted Khajeh Jehaun on eftablifhing a governor for the province of

Telingana. The minifter replied, that no one was more capable of

fuch a charge than Nizam al Moolk Beheree ; and the fuitan ap-

proving of that nobleman, committed to his care Raajmundree,

Cundapul, and feveral other places. Warunkul, and other diftrids,

he conferred on Azim Khan ; and, after thefe regulations, began his

march towards Nerfinga. Nizam al Moolk, difgufted at Azim

Khan's appointments, reprefented to the fuitan, that he wiflied to

leave his government in charge of one of his fons, and attend the

royal ftirrup. To this the fuitan replied, that his only aim was the

protediion of the country, and that he was indifferent by whom that

fhould be effeded. It is faid, that Khajeh Jehaun perceiving Nizam

al Moolk to be of great ambition, did not wifti that his fon Mallek

Ahmed, who had married a lady out of the fultan's haram, and was

more afpiring than his father, ihould be ftationed with him in the

fame jaghirci therefore, when Nizam al Moolk was before appoint-

ed governor of Raajmundree, he perfuaded the fuitan to ftation

Mallek Ahmed with Khodawund Khan Hubfhee, and give him a

jaghire in Mahore, with the rank of three hundred. Mahummud

Shaw now complying with the requeft of Nizam al Moolk, called

Mallek Ahmed to camp, and having promoted him to the rank of a

thoufand, difpatched him, as his father's deputy, to Raajmundree.

X 2 Nerfing

» A country dependant on Beejanuggur, called by Europeans, BIfnagar, but then in

rebellion againft that ftate.

I6;
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Neffing was a po^^ferful raja, poffeffing the country between

Carnatic and Telingana, extending along the fea coaft to> MatchiJi-

puttun, and had added much of the Beejanuggur territory to his owa

by conqueft, with feveral ftrong forts. He had frequently excited

the frontier zemindars of Bhamenee to rebel ; and the amraS on the

borders, unable to curb his infolence, had frequently reprefented it

to court, which at length determined the fultan to reduce him.

Mahummud Shaw, in the beginning of this expedition, marching

by a ruined fort, and being told that it had been a-edted by the em^-

perors ofDhely to awe the borderers, halted, and commanded it to be

repaired without delay. Khajeh Jehaun ufed fuch a<aivity» that the

common work of two years was accomplifhed in the fpace of fix

months ; a garrifon appointed, and ample ftores of all kinds laid in

^r defence. He then condudfced Mahummud Shaw to view the

works completed; and fb fenfible was the fultan ofhis merit, that he

exclaimed, ** The Almighty hath bountifully conferred upon mc
" two great bleffings, an important empire, and a fervant unequalled."

Having faid this, he took off his upper robe, and putting it on the

ihoulders of Khajeh Jehaun, took his in return, and put it on his own
peribn. Such an honour being done by a fultan to his fervant, we
read not of in any hiftory.

Mahummud Shaw, having ftationed three thouiand horfe near

the fort to prote<5t his rear, marched on. Wherever he came he
laid wafte the country, and flaughtered thofe inhabitants who made
refiftance. Upon his arrival at Ghondpore, he was informed by the

country people, that at the diftance of ten days* journey was the

temple of * Kinjee, the walls and roof of which were plated with
gold, ornamented with precious ftones, and that the fultans of Illaam,

as yet, had never feen it, nor heard of its name.

Mahummud

* Or, Conjeverana.
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Mahummud Shaw, having feh&ed Gx thoufand horfe from his

army, made forced marches towards Kinjee, but moved Co rapidly

himfelf, that only forty horfemen could keep up with him, among
whom were Nizam al Moolk Beheree, and Yeghrufh Khan Toork.
When they appeared before the temple, from it advanced fome Hin-
doos, one of whom appeared above the reft of uncommon ftature^

mounted oh horfeback, and brandifhing a drawn iabre by way of

defiance. Advancing full fpeed towards the fultan, he aimed a
blow at him without effect ; when Mahummud Shaw> with great

agility, ftruck him with his fcymetar with fuch force, as to cleave

him in two. Another infidel then attacked the fultan, whofe little

force was engaged man againft man, but he had the good fortune ta

flay him alfo, upon which the reft of the Hindoos fled into the

temple. Crowds, like bees, now iffiied from within, and ranged

themfelves under the walls to defend it. The troops coming up,

the fultan aflkulted the place, which was carried with great flaughter

of the Hindoos. An immenfe plunder fell to the vidtors, who took

nothing away but gold, jewels, and fflver, fo abundant were thofe

valuable commodities. The fultan then plundered the city of Kin-

jee, and after repofing in it for a week, returned to his grand army.

After this, Mahummud Shaw £snt many of the foreign ofKcers,

with the troops of Dowlutabad and Joneer, againft the capital of

Nerfinga, going himfelf againft " Matchiliputtun, which he reduced,

with all the dependant country, and then returned to Ghondpore.

Nizam al Moolk, Zireef al Moolk, and others, had bribed feveral of

the moft confidential fervants about the fultan's perfon to throw out

hints, now and then, prejudicial to Khajeh Jehaun, and thefe traitors

loft no opportunity of alarming the royal mind with ftiipicions of his

afpiring views, and peculation of the royal revenue -, till, at length,

they brought that great minifter to deftrudlion, by contriving the fol-

lowing infamous forgery : but it is neceflary, before the particulars

are

I

" Or, Maflulipatam.
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are related, to difplay the caufes of the enmity of the nobility^ who
contrived his ruin.

The dominions of Bhamenee having in the reign of Mahummud
Shaw become very extenfive, Khajeh Jehaun thought it political to

make feveral alterations in the rules eftablifhed by fultan Alia ad

Dien Kangoh, which were formed for a fmall ftate ; and having con-

vinced the fultan of their utility, he was permitted to carry them into

execution. The whole kingdom, originally divided into four ter-

ruffs, or provinces, under four chief governors, he diftributed into

eight. Berar was portioned into two governments ; Kaweel under

Fatteh OoUa Ummad al Moolk, and Mahore under Khodawund

Khan Hubfhee. Dowlutabad was conferred on Adil Khan, and

Joneer, with the diftridls of Alore, Baeen, Ban, the port ofGoa, and

Balgoan, on Fukhir al Moolk. Beejapore, with many diftridts as

far as the Beemrah, alfo Roijore and Mudkul, were conferred upon

himfelf. Ahffunabad, Koolburga, with Saugher, as far as Nulder-

ruck and Sholapore, were entrufted to the Abyffinian eunuch, Duftoor

Deenar. The country of Telingana, which had been left entirely to

Nizam al Moolk Beheree, was alfo divided. Raajmundree, Matchi-

liputtun, Bilcondah, Oureah, and other places, were continued under

his charge i and the government of Warunkul was conferred on

Azim Khan. Several places in each of the eight diviiions were

referved as peculiar revenues for the fultan's private expenfes, and

particular collecftors appointed to manage,them.

From the time offultan Alia ad Dien to the prefent reign, it had
been the rule of the ftate, to leave all the forts in each province to the

charge of the governor, or terrufFdar, who appointed his own depu-

ties and garrifon, without reftridlion. In confequence of this im-
politic indulgence, the governors ofprovinces had fometimes rebelled

againft the royal authority, and it had as often been found difficult to

reduce them. By the new regulation, one fortrefs only was left in the

chief
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chief governor's hands for his own refidence, and all the reft were
garrifoned by officers and troops paid and appointed by the fultan,

without any intervening authority over them.

Another change of the rules of fultan Alia ad Dien, was in the

pay of the troops. By them, the amras of five hundred had one

lack of * oons per annum ; of a thoufand, two lacks in ready money,

or a jaghire producing an equal revenue. Khajeh Jehaun, after the

entire conqueft of Telingana, to encourage the army, fettled the pay

of an amra of five hundred, at one lack and twenty five thoufand

oons ; ofa thoufand, at two lacks and fifty thoufand ; and the jaghires

were fo eftablifhed, that if the revenues were one oon lefs than the

allowed pay, it was fupplied from the royal treafuryj and if the

amras kept one foldier under their fixed numbers, a fum equal to his

pay was deduded from their allowances. By thefe rules, fuch a

confiftent order and dependance was maintained, that government

acquired full force, and all ranks of people enjoyed their rights in

fecurity and repofe j but this flridlnefs was difgufting to thofe of

alpiring minds, who conceived a rooted hatred for the minifter.

Khajeh Jehaun faw their malice ; but as all his view was the

fultan's intereft and profperity, he regarded it not ; and as a fincere

attachment fubfifled between him and Adil Khan, whom he had

adopted as his own fon, no one dared, while they were together, to

attempt openly the finalleft injury agalnfl them. At length, Adil

Khan going upon the expedition againft Nerfinga, the two friends

were feparated ; and a number of Dekkanees and Abyffinians, who

had been raifed to high offices at the recommendation of Khajeh

Jehaun, entered into confederacy with Nizam al Moolk Beheree

againft their patron ; advifing, that advantage of Adil Khan's abfence

fhould be taken, to effedt his deftrudiion.

Zireef
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thoufand pounds.
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'Zirtcf al Moolk Dekkanee and Miftah Htfbfhee feeing <;harg€d

witli the plot againft their patron, paid their court to one of hfe

Abyflinian Haves, who had the care of his feals ; and having gained

liis friendfhip by large prefents, haftened to finifli their defign. One
day, after drinking wine together, Zireef al Moolk and Miftah Hub-
fliee produced a folded paper, 'faying, that it was the account of one .

of their friends, and had received the feals of moft ofthe heads cff

offices, only requiring the Khajeh's, which if he would affix, they

fhould regard it as a great obligation. The flave, being intoxi-

cated with liquor, complied with their delirei and, without the

caution of unfolding the paper, ' ftamped the feal on the part they

pointed out to him. The two wretches, overjoyed at their fuccefs,

went the fame night to Nizam al Moolk, who, in eonjun<aion with

them, wrote on the paper a letter, as if'from Khajeh Jehaun to Hje

roy of Orifla, in thefe words :
** I am weary of the drunkennefs anfl

'* cruelty of Mahimimud Shaw. Dekkan may be conquered wifli

** little trouble, as at Raajmundree and that frontier there is no
" general of any note. You may invade ^hat quarter without oppo-
** fition i and as moft of the nobility and troops are devoted to me,
" I will join you with a powerful army. When we have in con-
** junction reduced the fultan, we will divide his territories equally

« between us." Zireef al Moolk and Miftah Hubfhee delivered

this letter to the fultan, in the prefence of Nizam al Moolk. Ma-
hummud Shaw, feeing the feal of his minifter, was inflamed with

rage. Nizam al Moolk finding opportunity to fpeak, by falfe accu-

fations fo raifed his paffion, that he loft all command over his reafon>

and without weighing probability, or afking to fee the meflenger,

who, it was pretended, had been intercepted carrying the letter to

the roy of Orifla, fent for Khajeh Jehaun to the prefence. His

friends who had heard the caufe, informed him of it, and remarked,,

that it would be prudent to form fome excufe for not obeying that

day, and to wait till the fultan fliould recover his reafon, when the

forgery

» The natives of India commonly put their feal inflead of fignature to papers.
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forgery would be eafily detecfted, and the criminals punifhed. Kha-

jeh Jehaun in reply, repeated a verfe to this efFedt : "As martyrdom
** to love is glorious here and hereafter, happy ftiould I be to be
** carried deadfrom the field immediately." He then faid^ " This
*' beard has grown white in the aufpicious fervice of the father, and
*' it will be honourable fhould it be dyed with my blood by the

*' fortunes of the fon ; there is no evading the decrees of fate, and to

*' draw the neck from its fentence is impoffible." Many capital

amras, attached to his caufe, now fent meflengers to him, informing,

that they had heard alarming reports, and had ten thoufand horle

ready for his fervice ; that if he would fly to Guzarat, they would

attend him, and facrifice their lives in his defence. He anfwered,

that he had for many years enjoyed honourable repofe in his mailer's

fervice, in which he had been guilty of no crime ', and that, on

account of the mere accufations of his enemies, the fultan could not

beheve him unfaithful; but if, impelled by providence, he fhould

punifh him innocent, it was befl to fubmit to the decree. That

what they had propofed as duty and friendfhip, was ingratitude and

rebellion.
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Having faid thus, he inflantly went to court. Mahummud Shaw

flemly exclaimed, " When any one is dilloyal to his fovereign, and

** his crime is proved, what fhould be his punifhment ?" The
Khajeh replied, " The abandoned wretch who prad:ifes treachery

** againfl his lord, fhould meet nothing but the fword." The fultan

then fhewed him the letter j upon feeing which he, after repeating

the verfe of the koraun (O God, this is a great forgery) faid, *« The
** feal is mine, but not the letter, of which I have no knowledge."

He concluded by repeating the following verfes : " By the God
** whofe commands the juft have obeyed with their blood, falfe as

** the flory * of EufufF and the wolf, is that my enemies have forged
** of me." As the fultan was intoxicated with wine, and had

Y refigned

' Alluding to Jofeph's brethren telling Jacob that he was torn by a wild beaft.
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refigned his reafon to anger, and the decline of the houfe of Bha-

menee was near, he attended not to the examination of facfts j but

riiing from the affembly, ordered Johir, an Abyffinian, to put the

minifter to death on the fpot. Khajeh Jehaun addrefled the fultan,

iaying, " The death of an old man like me is of little moment
-' to myfelf, but will be to you the ruin of an empire, and your own
*' glory." The fultan attended not to his words, but abruptly retired

into his haram. The Have then drawing his fabre advanced towards

the Khajeh ; who, kneeling down facing the * Kibleh, faid, " There
" is no God but God, and Mahummud is the prophet of God."

When the fabre reached his neck, he cried, " Praife be to God for

" the bleffing of martyrdom," and refigned his foul to the divine

mercy. Afaad Khan Geelanee, an amra of high rank, and friend

to the Khajeh, happening to be prefent, was put to death by

the flave alfo, without orders. Khajeh Jehaun at the time of his

death was feventy eight years old. A little before, he had written a

poem in praife of Mahummud Shaw.

A.D. 1481. His death happened on the fifth of Suffur, 886, and MooUa Abd
al Kerreem Sindee, author of the Tarekh Mhamood Shawee, one of

the fervants of the Khajeh, compofed the following verfes on his

martyrdom.

" The innocent martyr, truly deferving veneration, by whofe
" bounty the world was made glad ; if you wifh to know the
" date of his death, read the " record of the unjuft flaughter."

Again he fays, " If any are defirous to know the year of his death,

** fay, without guilt Mhamood Gawan was martyred."

man
There are in Dekkan many remains of the munificence of this great

particularly a college, built by him at Ahmedabad two years

before

a The point of prayer, Mecca.

<> This expreffion in numerical letters compofed the date.
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before his death, containing alfo a mofque and a large fquare of
ihops, which, at the date of this hiftory, were as entire as if juft

finiflied, ELhajeh Jehaun had great learning, and much judgment in

compofition of profe and verfe. In arithmetic he was unequalled

;

and his » Rozet al Infha and poems are ftill extant in fome libraries in

Dekkan. He annually remitted valuable prefents to the learned in

Khorallan and Eeraak, and the princes of thofe parts beftdwed ho-
nours upon him. Molana Jami Abd al Rahmaan correfponded with

him, and fome of his letters are to be feen in his works. There is

alfb in the Molana's poems one written in his name. Moolla Abd al

Kerrun Tummdee has given an account of him from his birth to his

death, part ofwhich is inferted as worthy of a place in hiftory.
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Khajeh Jehaun's anceftors in former ages, for generations fuccef-

fively, held the poft of vizier to the princes of Geelan in Perfia, and

one of them became fultan of Rifhd j which territory, according to

Hajee Mahummud Candaharee, continued in his family till the time

of Shaw Tahmafp SufFewi. Khajeh Jehaun, as he was of royal

extracftion, alarmed at the jealoufy of Tahmafp, perfuaded his mo-
ther to quit his birth-place 3 and, though invited to the high office of

vizier by the princes of Eeraak and Khoraffan, refufed the honour,

chuiing rather to become a merchant. In this capacity he travelled

through many countries, and made acquaintance with celebrated and

learned men in. each. In his forty third year, partly to trade, and

partly to vifit the religious of Dekkan, he came by fea to the port of

Dabul, and from thence over land to Ahmedabad, intending to

proceed from that capital to Dhely. Sultan Alia ad Dien the fecond,

feeing his great qualities, with much entreaty prevailed upon him to

become enrolled among his nobility. In the reign of Humaioon Shaw

Zalim, he was honoured with the title of Mallek al Tijar, and

rofe to the firft office in the ftate. Mahummud Shaw added feveral

other honours to his name, and among them the title of Khajeh

y 2 Jehaun.

* Garden of compofition, Infha is a direflory for correfpondence on all fubjefls.
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Jehaun. He entertained two thouland Moguls in his own pay, and

ten thouland horfe from the fultan were under his command. The
following reafon is given for his being called * Gawan. Being one

day in the fultan's company fitting on a terrace of the palace, a cow
happened to bleat underneath, when one of the affembly laughingly

faid, O vizier, what fays the cow ? To which he replied. She fays

I am one of her fpecies, and fhould not fit among affes. When he

received the title of Gawan he prophetically obferved, that he feared

it was unlucky, as all who had held it fuffered unnatural deaths.

He was by fed: a funnee of the ftricleft order. His loyalty to Ma-
hummud Shaw was fincere, and the fame of his liberality fpread over

Afia } there being fcarce a town or city, the deferving of which did

not tafte of his bounty. His behaviour was affable to all ranks, and

his juflice in his dealings unimpeached.

Mahummud Shaw having heard frequent reports of the vaft wealth

of Khajeh Jehaun, fent for his treafurer, Nizam ad Dien Houffun

Geelanee, and demanded where his money, jewels, and plate were

depofited. The treafurer, alarmed, told the fultan, that if he would

promife to fpare his life, he would difcover all ; upon which, think-

ing to receive a great treafure, he took an oath and promifed, if he

concealed nothing, to reward him with royal bounty. The treafurer

then faid, " O fliltan, my lord had two treafuries, one of which he
" called the fultan's, from which were iffued the expenfes of his

** troops, ftables, and houfehold : in this there are now ten thoufand

" laarees, and three thoufand oons. The other he named the trea-

*' fury of the poor, and in this there is a fealed bag, containing three

" hundred laarees." The fultan faid, " How comes it that the

" Khajeh, whofe revenues equalled that of many kings, fhouldonly
" have fuch a fmall fum?" The treafurer replied, " Whenever
" money came from his jaghire, having taken for the king's trea-

fury the pay of his troops and flables, he gave the remainder, in

" your
* Cows,

tt
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your majefly's name, to the poor, not referving a * cowrie for his

own ufe. A fum of forty thoufand laarees, which he brought with

him from Perfia to Dekkan, he employed, by means of agents, in

trade j and preferving always that capital, expended two laarees

each day for his kitchen and apparel out of the profits, the

remainder of which was carried into the poor's treafury, and ilTued

from thence in fums, remitted to his mother, relations, and

worthy perfons, with whom he had made acquaintance in his

travels, and who would not come to Hindoofcan."

-^7S

The minifter's enemies were confounded at this account, but

envioufly remarked, that the Khajeh was a cautious man, and fufpe<9;-

ing his expenfes might betray his riches, had left them fecreted at

the capital. To which the treafurer replied, that \£ one laarec, his

property, ihould be found there, or any where, beyond the fums he

had mentioned, he would fubmit to the fevereft puniftiment. The
fultan then aflembled all the head fervants j and firft qucftioned the

chief *• feraaih ; who faid, that all the tents and carpets his lord had,

were now in the camp, except fome mattings in the city on the

floors of his mofque and college, and that the Khajeh always flept

himfelf upon a bare mat. The overfeer of the kitchen was then

called, who declared, that all the utenfils and veflels were with him,

but that the victuals for his mafter's own eating, were always drefled

in earthen pots. The librarian laftly ftood forth, and acknowledged

that there were in the library three thoufand volumes, but all in truft

for the ftudents of the college. The fultan now became melancholy,

and the treafurer took courage to fay, " O fultan, may thoufands

" fuch as Mhamood Gawan be ranfoms for thy fafety ! but why
" didft thou not regard the claims upon thee for his fervices ? why
" call not before thee the bearer of the letter to the roy of Orifla,

" that his treachery might appear to us and all mankind clear and
' "undoubted?"

» A fmall fea ftieil, current as money.

'^ Tent-keeper.
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" undoubted ?" Mahummud Shaw, ftruck with this query, awoke

from the trance of ftupefad:ion, and called to the accufers of the un-

fortunate minifter to bring the bearer of the letter before him. None

could be found. He then rofe trembling with horror, retired into his

haram, full of remorfe and forrow, at his ra£h credulity and unjuft

fentence againfl his faithful friend. The hearfe of the deceafed was

fent off, in melancholy pomp, to Ahmedabad for interment; and

three days after, the prince Mhamood Khan and many of the nobUity

were ordered to vifit the grave.

The fultan now prepared to march, but the night of the orders

being ifTued, Ummad al Moolk and Khodawund Khan, with the

troops of Berar and Mahore, feparated from the camp, and moved

four miles diftant. Mahummud Shaw upon this account deferred

his march, and fent to them to enquire the caufe of their movement.

They anfwered, that as the fervants of his majefty had by their

machinations deftroyed fuch a character as Khajeh Gawan, they

could not but be fearful of their own fafety, if they remained at

court. The fultan, upon this, fent a private meflage, deliring them

to come to his prefence, that by their affiftance he might punifh the

traitors who had abufed his confidence by fuch forgeries ; but to this

they replied, that whenever Adil Khan fhould arrive, they would

come with him, and kifs his majefty's feet. The fultan, feeing that

nothing but patience and complying behaviour would fucceed, fent a

firmaun to Adil Khan ; who came with all expedition to Ghondpore,

and pitched his camp clofe to that of the two difgufled chiefs. All

three obtained whatever they chofe to afk, without referve. The

jaghire of Khajeh Jehaun, Beejapore, was conferred on Adil Khan,

who was appointed terruifdar, and Direa Khan, Fukhir al Moolk,'

and Mulloo Khan, with moll of the mogul amras attached to him,

obtained jaghires in that divifion. Ummad al Moolk and Khoda-
wund Khan were fixed in their governments, and obtained all their

demands. When they had attended the fultan to Ahmedabad, they

encamped
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encamped without the city, and would not enter it; upon which

the fultan, feeing his authority vain, did not give v/ay to unavaiHng

rage, but held his peace, and difmifled them honourably to their

feveral jaghires, arming himfelf with patience and forbearance. In

hopes that Nizam al Moolk would imitate the condud: of Khajeh

Jehaun in his vigilant policy, he ftrengthened his power daily,

loading him with benefits, which only ferved to difgufl the nobility.

Some months afterwards, the fultan, in hopes that Adil Khan,

Ummad al Moolk, and Khodawund Khan would join him with their

armies, marched ; but though they accompanied him, they always

encamped at a diftance, and paid their refped:s only on the road,

ftanding far from him, furrounded by guards. Mahummud Shaw, a

thoufand times in an hour, regretted the lofs of KLhajeh Jehaun -, but as

there was now no remedy, he held his tongue from,complaints, while

he fuffered inwardly extreme anxiety. When he arrived at Balgoan,

and had feen the city and fortifications, though the amras repeatedly

urged him to vifit Goa and Kokun, he would not confent, and began

his return to the capital. At this time intelligence arrived, that Sewa-

roy, prince of Beejanuggur, had fent a large army againft Goa ; upon

which the fultan difpatched Adil Khan with the troops of Beejapore,

to oppofe him, and went himfelf by regular marches to Firozeabad j

but Ummad al Moolk and Khodawund Khan quitted the army on the

route without leave, and retired to their governments in Berar.

Mahummud Shaw, knowing that civil war could be attended with

no benefit, refolved to be paffive, and halted three months at Firoze-

abad; feemingly fpending his hours in pleafures, but inwardly a

prey to grief and forrow, which wafted his ftrength daily. He ap-

pointed his fon Mhamood Khan his fuccefibr, and conftituted Nizam

al Moolk regent. A declaration to this efFed: was made out in

writing, teltified by the fignatures and feals of the learned and pious

men in the court. While this paper was drawing out, he would

frequently

^77
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frequently fay. If they obey not me, who reigned glorioully for many
years, and conquered nations with my fword, how will they ftoop to

fubmit to a child ? His weaknefs daily encreafed j but, upon his

return to Ahmedabad, he grew better, and prefuming upon it, in-

dulged in debauches. His fever had not entirely left him, when one

day he drank a large cup of"wine, and retired to his haram, which
brought on a fevere fit. The phyficians adminiflered to him medi-

cines immediately, and, feeing him fomewhat recovered, retired. In

their abfence, the fultan, from the vulgar maxim that nothing is fo

good to remove the laffitude from intoxication as a frefh cordial, drank
wine, and inftantly fell into ftrong fits; during which he frequently

cried out, that Khajeh Jehaun was tearing him to pieces : till at

A.D. 1482. length he trod the path ofmortality, on the firft of Sulfur, 887, after

a reign of twenty years. The date of his death is comprized in the

following verfes.

<( The king of kings, fultan Mahummud ; when fuddenly he
plunged into the ocean of death, as Dekkan became wafte by his

departure, » the ruin ofDekkan was the date of his death."

=* Thefe words are in numerical letters.

SULTAN
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SULTAN

MHAMOOD SHAW BHAMENEE.

oULTAN Mhamood Shaw afcended the throne of Dekkan in the

twelfth year of his age; and the amras then at court, Nizam al

Moolk Beheree, Kowaam al Moolk, Cafim. Bereed Turk, and

others, fwore allegiance. His inauguration was conducted with

much ceremony. The throne Firozeh was placed in the grand hall

of audience, and on each fide of it a chair of filver. Shaw Mohib
Oolla and Syed Hunneef, the two moft celebrated divines of Dek-
kan, having offered prayers for his prolperity, placed the crown on

the fultan's head; then, each holding an arm, helped him to

afcend the throne, which at this time, in magnificence and intrinfic

value, exceeded every other in the world. This done, they feated

themfelves on the filver chairs. Nizam al Moolk and Cafim Bereed

then advancing, made offerings of congratulation, and their example

was followed by all the nobility and officers prefent. Some of the

affembly obferved, that Adil Khan Turk, Fukhir al Moolk, Direa

Khan, and MuUoo Klian, who were among the prime Turkifh

nobility, not being prefent, the ceremony was not binding. To this

Nizam al Moolk replied, that to keep the throne vacant would caufe

diffentions; but when they returned from Kokun, the ceremony

might be repeated, and titles and honours be conferred. Moolla

Abd al Kerrum Tummdee, who was prefent, writes, that the people

regarded this difpute as ominous of evil ; and fo it proved, as the

- . . Z reign
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reign of Mhamood Shaw, though a long one, pafTed in troubles and

civil wars, and the royal authority fell from the houfe of Bhamenee.

When the late fultan Mahummud Shaw afcended the throne,

being but a child, the chief nobility had afpired to independance j

but by the able condudt of 'the queen mother and Khajeh Jehaun,

their deligns were overthrown, and they dared not openly fhew their

wiflies. That prince, from his abilities, foon became capable of

managing affairs in perfon, and by degrees the power of the nobility

was reduced to proper bounds. He had encouraged a number of

Georgians, Circaffians, Calmucks, and other Turkifh tribes, befides

two thoufand flaves, Abyffinians and Hindoos. From thefe were

ieledled the officers of government, and by degrees many of them

rofe to high power. Nizam al Moolk Beheree, one of the Hindoo

Haves, was confidered by the Dekkanees and Abyffinians as their

head ; while the Turks attached themfelves to Adil Khan, originally

a Turkiih flave. As Khajeh Jehaun favoured the Turks, Adil

Khan was permitted to ftand at court above Nizam al Moolk, which

hurt his pride, and, in the end, led him to plan the deftrudtion of that

great minifter, as before related ; but Adil Khan, by his prudence,

efcaped his flratagems, and being appointed terruffiiar of Beejapore

became daily more powerful.

Upon the death of Mahummud, and the acceffion of Mhamood
Shaw, Adil Khan, and the nobility with him, having entered into

alliance to fupport each other, came from Kokun in great force to

felicitate the young fovereign, and encamped without the walls of

Ahmedabad. Adil Khan, Direa Khan, Fukhir al Moolk, Yeghrufh

Khan, Azdauh Khan, and Ghuzzunfir Khan entered the city with a

thoufand Mogul and Turkifh horfe, to pay their allegiance to the

fultan. When they arrived at the palace, though it was againft the

etiquette of the court for noblemen to enter with attendants, yet,

fearful of treachery in Nizam al Moolk, they took with them two

hundred
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hundred armed followers. Nizam al Moolk, with five hundred fele<fl

attendants, met them with much ceremonious attention, and intro-

duced them to the fultan's prefence. Adil Khan, having paid his

refpedts in form, took his place as formerly above Nizam al Moolk

and all the nobility. Direa Khan fat between the Nizam and his

fon Mallek Ahmed, that, in cafe of treachery, they might be firll

revenged on the perpetrators, and truft to fortune for the reft.

Ahm^d Khan attempted to move next his father, who forbad him

;

and to prevent difturbances, which he faw, from the caution of his

rivals, would be hazardous to his perfon, haflened the ceremony of

beftowing khelauts from the fultan, and rifing of the court. EufuiF

Adil IChan, at coming out, led Nizam al Moolk by the hand, under

pretence of converfation, to the outer gate of the citadel ; where,

being joined by his force, he parted from him with profufe affur-

ances of regard and friendftiip, and took up his relidence at his houfe.

in the city, with a guard of a thoufand chofen men for his protection;

giving orders to Direa Khan and his other friends to return to camp,

and be upon their guard.

i8i

:/:

Nizam al Moolk the next day vifited Adil Khan; and, after

many declarations of friendfliip, defired that he would, with all the

Mogul and Turkifh amras, relide in the city, that they might attend

with him at court, and affift in the management of the royal affairs.

Adil Khan replied, that his affurances of friendihip accorded

with his own wiihes ; but for his daily attendance at court, there was

no occafion, as he and his friends were only foldiers, and ignorant of

the political arcana ofgovernment. Agreeably to the will oftheir late

fovereign, he defired he would condudl adminifixation, and leave him

the military execution of the fultan's orders ; that his friends had

better remain encamped without the city, as they were rude and

ignorant, and quarrels might arife, dangerous to the publick repofe

of the town between them, the Abyfllnians and Dekkanees. It

Z 2 was
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was at length agreed, that Nizam al Moolk fhould have the poft of

vaqueel al fultunnut, and leave the various great offices which he had

held under Mahummud Shaw, to others. By this plan the vizarut

was conferred on Kowaam al Moolk, fenior, and Warunkul on

Kowaam al Moolk, junior. Raajrnundree, with the *nizarut, was

given to Dillawer Khan Hubfhee. Every pofl was fhared by mutual

confent among their friends. They then repaired together to court,

where the fultan's affent being paffed, and khelauts of confirmation

given, Adil Khan returned to his own houfe, and never after con-

cerned himfelf in the internal management of the royal affairs.

For a ihort time the Moguls and Turks lived amicably with the

Dekkanees and Abyffinians ; but Nizam al Moolk and Kowaam al

Moolk, fenior, at length infringed the treaty, as they wifhed to

remove Eufuff Adil Khan Turk, and fill his place with Adil Khan

Dekkanee, then deputy governor of Warunkul. With this defign

they called him to court, with Fatteh OoUa Ummad al Moolk, on

pretence of felicitating the fultan's acceffion. They came accord-

ingly, with a great army, and encamping without the walls, entered

the city with a few attendants to pay their compliments and ofiferings

to the fultan, who received them very gracioully, and honoured them'

with khelauts.

About three weeks after this, Nizam al Moolk, who had lulled

the weak Ummad al Moolk Turk into a reliance on his iriendfhip,

told him, that he wifhed, with the affiflance of the Dekkanee

nobility, to deflroy Eufuff Adil Khan Turk, that they might both

be fecured fi-om his machinations, and fend off his partizans to their

different flations -, that the Dekkanee amras could not leave their

houfes for fear of the Turks, fo that, if he approved the plan, it

would be advifeable for him on the day of its execution to order the

Turkifh troops under him to keep within their habitations. Kowaam
al

a Superintendance of the royal feraglio.
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al Moolk approved of the defign, and the following day, Nizam al

Moolk having feated the fultan upon one of the towers of the citadel,

fent orders to Adil Khan Dekkanee and Fatteh Oolla Umrriad al

Moolk to pafs in review with their troops before the fultan, in order

to receive their khelauts and audience of difmifllon to their govern-

ments. Ferraud al Moolk, the 'cutwal, hearing by fome means of

the defign, informed Kowaam al Moolk that Nizam intended trea-

chery againfi all the Turks without exception, and that the plot to

aflaffinate EufufFAdil Khan was only a cloak to his defigns ; fo that

for the Turks to remain paffive in their houfes, on fuch a day, would

be the height of folly. Kowaam al Moolk, who wifhed the deftruc-

tion of EufuiF Adil Khan, and relied on the fmcerity of Nizam al

Moolk's friendfhip to himfelf, would not believe the information.
;
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Adil Khan Dekkanee and Ummad al Moolk came into the city,

with all the troops of Telingana and Kaweel, and drew up i»efore

the citadel. The fultan Mhamood Shaw, who was merely a tool

in the hands of his minifters, by the inilrudtion of Nizam, having

called the two chiefs to him in the tower, faid, that as the Turks'

were become difobedient to his authority, and committed great dif-

turbances in the city, he thought it neceflary to employ their forces in

punifhing them without delay. Ummad al Moolk, who had a fincere

regard for EufufF Adil Khan, having placed him in fecurity, fent

his army, with Adil Khan Dekkanee to deflroy the Turks. Kowaam
al Moolk was made the firfl facrifice ; and the gates of the city being

kept (hut, a great flaughter was made among the Turks, who were

unprepared for fuch an attack ; but Yeghrufh Khan, Kuddim Khan,

and other officers who were friends of EufufF Adil Khan, maintained

a running fight to the gates, which they forced ; and Direa Khan,

informed of the attack on his companions, entered the city with a

great force, which made the combat equal. It is faid, that fkir-

miihes

» A magiftrate who has the regulation of the markets, colledls the town duties, and

fuperintends the police.

¥.
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miflies occurred in the ftreets of the capital for twenty days fucceiJive-

ly, and about four thoufand men were flaughtered on each fide. At

length the divines and holy men interfered as mediators j and, as

many Turkiih officers of rank had fallen, EufufF Adil Khan con-

fented to peace, and quitting the capital, with his dependants, retired

to Beejapore.

Nizam al Moolk having now the fole power of adminiftration in

his hands, conferred Beer, Darwer, and many other diftrid:s, upon

his own fon Mallek Ahmed. Fukhir al Moolk Dekkanee, the fon

of a flave of Khajeh Jehaun, a gallant and learned man, was raifed

to the rank of a thoufand, and his fon exalted to the title of Khajeh

Jehaun. Ummad al Moolk was honoured with the vizarut, and his

fon Shekh Alia ad Dien fent to command on the part of his father in

Berar. Cafim Bereed, who had fhewn great ad:ivity againft the

Turks, was made cutwal of the city and meer nobut. Kowaam al

Moolk, junior, was difmifled to Telingana. Nizam al Moolk and
Ummad al Moolk, during four years, in conjundion with the mother
of fultan Mhamood, tranfadted all the affairs of government.

At length, Dillawer Khan Hubfhee, envying their power, repre-

fented to the fultan, that his miniflers paid no regard to his authority,

and, in league with the queen mother, ufurped all the power of the

ftate, regarding him ftill as a weak infant. This obfervation pro-,

voked Mhamood Shaw to ad:ion, and he ordered Dillawer Khan to

afTaffinate the minifter. One night, when both were gone to the

queen mother's apartments, to confult her on fome urgent bufinefs,

Dillawer Khan placed himfelf in the paffage with another perfon
armed, and, as the minifters came out, rulhed upon theni with their

fabres. Nizam al Moolk received a wound, but as both were perfedl
in the art of defence, they kept up a running fight, and made their

efcape. out of the palace. Having fent word to Cafim Bereed that the
fultan intended his afiaffmation alfo, they fled with their foiiowers

out
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out of the city. Caiim Bereed having fhut the gates of the palace,

prevented any perfons from going to the fultan ; who was at length

reduced to fuch diflrefs, that he wrote to the minifters, apologizing

for his condudt, and inviting them back ; but they iniifted that, prior

to their return, Dillawer Khan ihould be put to death ; which refolve

coming to his hearing, he made his efcape with his family to Boora-

hanpore. Nizam al Moolk with his fon Mallek Ahmed returned to

the capital; but Ummad al Moolk retired to his government of

Berar. .
j

Nizam al Moolk now, in order to ftrengthen his party, raifed

Mallek Wujjeh and Mallek Afliruff, formerly dependants on Khajeh

Jehaun, to high rank ; appointing the iirft governor of Dowlutabad,

and the other his deputy -, and having exadted promifes of attach-

ment and fidelitv from them to his fon Mallek Ahmed, fent them to

Dowlutabad. He alfo committed the fortrefs ofPorundeh and Sho-

lapore to Mukhdoom KJiajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, binding him by a

iimilar oath of attachment. At the expiration of three months,

having procured the fultan's permiffion, he difpatched his fon Mallek

Ahmed to Joneer, as his deputy.

In the year 891, Adil Khan Dekkanee, governor pf Warunkul, A. D. 148&.

dying, Kowaam al Moolk, junior, haftened, by forced marches,

from Raajmundree to that city, and fetting up the flandard of rebel-

lion, poffelTed himfelf of all Telingana. Nizam al Moolk, taking

the fultan with him, marched towards Warunkul ^ upon which,

Kowaam al Moolk retreated to Raajmundree, and wrote privately,

complaining of the ufurpations of the minifter, to the fultan ; who

having religned himfelf to wretchednefs, through fear of his guar-

dians, returned no anfwer, but fent immediately the petition to

Nizam al Moolk. When the royal ftandard had reached Warunkul,

advice came from Mallek Ahmed, that the port of Goa, which in

the late reign had been granted to Kifhv/er Khan, and v/as deputed

by

il

\^
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by him to the charge ofNujum al Dien Geelanee, on his death, had

been feized by one of his officers, named Bahadur Geelanee, as alfo

Dabul, Kolapore, Kulher, Punnalleh, Serwaleh, and Balgoan, and

that, at the inftigation of EufufF Adil Khan, he daily grew more

infolent, and committed infults on the port of Choule and other

places ; alfo, that Zien ad Dien, the jaghiredar of Jagneh, had

rebelled.

Nizam al Moolk commanded his fon, firft to reduce Zien ad

Dien, and fent orders to Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, governor of

Porundeh, and Mallek Wujjeh of Dowlutabad, to march to his

affiftance. Upon this Zien ad Dien appHed for protediion to EufufF

Adil Khan of Beejapore ; who fent fix thoufand horfe to join him,

commanding them to encamp near the fort of Indaporej and if

Mallek Ahmed fhould move towards Jagneh, to haflen there, and

afiill in oppofing him.

When this news reached Warunkul, the influence of Nizam al

Moolk vifibly declined. He was treated with flight by the fultan,

and the attachment of Cafim Bereed, Dufloor Deenar, and all the

AbyfTmian amras to him fell off. The fultan, who earneflly wiihed

his deflrudiiop, encouraged the change, by complaints of the njinif-

ter, and ordered them to affafTmate him on the firfl opportunity that

fliould occur. Nizam al Moolk being informed of the plot againfl

his life, fled from the camp at midnight ; but, inflead of taking

fhelter with his fon at Joneer, hafjtened to Ahmedabad, hoping to

fecure the royal treafury. PufTund Khan Dekkanee, who had been

raifed from the depth of wretchednefs to nobility and the govern-

ment of the capital by Nizam al Moolk, received him into the city,^

with afTurances of flrid; obedience to his orders. The minifler,

thinking himfelf fecure, wrote to Mallek Ahmed to join him from

Joneer, and opening th€ royal treafures, diflributed them with a

laviih hand to levy troops and fupport his rebellion.

Mhamood
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Mhamood Shaw, upon intelligence of this proceeding, appointed

Koottub al Moolk, governor of -Telingana, and with the reft of his

nobility haftened towards Ahmedabad. Nizam al Moolk, finding

his influence in the city decline, refolved to feize as much of the

royal treafure as he could, and join his fon. Puffund Klian con-

trived to delay him by artful flatteries, and wrote privately to the ful-

tan, defiring him to advance without delay, as he would give up the

rebel into his hands. Mhamood Shaw fent for anfwer, that if he

was fincere he fliould fend the traitor's head to him, as a proof of

loyalty. Pufllind Khan, attended by five hundred followers, went to

Nizam al Moolk, who refided in the palace, and pretended that he

wifhed to converfe with him in private, on aff'airs of importance.

The minifter complying with his requeft, they retired into a room
together. Pufl"und Khan, who was young and ftrong, fell upon the

old, defencelefs minifter, and feized him by the neck with fuch force

that he was foon ftrangled. Having then cut off his head, he brought

it out ; and, expofing it to the people, cried out. Such is the reward

of traitors to their fovereign. After which he fent it by exprefs

meffengers to the royal camp.

185

Mhamood Shaw now entered the city with his friends, and en-

trufted them with the direction of public affairs; but, •>impelled by

the indifcretion of youth, and a ftrong attachment to pleafure, he

devoted his time to drinking, mufic, and love, without attending in

the leaft to the care of his kingdom. He took many of the jewels,

from the throne Firozeh, to fet in falvers, vafes, and cups for ban-

quets.

-». >

In the year 896, envy poflefiTed the minds of the Dekkanees and a. D. 1490
Abyffinians, who tried every art to prejudice the fultan againft his

favourites, but in vain. Pufllind Khan at .length united with the

Dekkanees to aflaflinate Mhamood Shaw, and place another prince of

the royal family on the throne. The confpirators repaired to the

A a palace
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palace armed ; and, left the Mogul troops fliould come to the fultan's

afliflance, ihut the gates after them. It was late in the night, and

the fultan was engaged in feftivity, when they rufhed towards the

royal apartments. This occaiioned fome noife, but before Mhamood
Shaw could know the caufe, a number of Dekkanees, admitted by

the porters, rufhed in upon his privacy. Yezeez Khan Turk, with

four other flaves, Houfiiin Ali Subzwaaree, and Syed Mirza Mefhi-

dee, though unarmed, threw themfelves between the villains and the

fultan, giving their lives a ranfom for his fafety. The fultan had

time to gain the terrace of the ^ royal tower, except which, and the

haram, all the palace was now in the poiJeflion of the traitors, who
purfued their foccefs, but were gallantly oppofed by Mhamood Shaw
with a few Turks and Moguls, the conflant companions of his plea-

fiires, with ftones, darts, and clods of earth. The fultan alio for-

tunately diipatched a meffage to the Turkifh aod Mogul troops, of

the dangerous fituation he was in from the confpirators, and his

hopes of preserving himfelf till they fhould come to his reHef. Cafiiji

Bereed, with fome other noblemen, and about five hundred £ol-

lowers, haftened inftantly to the palace, but found the gates fall.

Eight perfons with great difficulty fcaled the walls, and founded

trumpets on their entrance. Many of the Efekkanees and Abyffini-

ans, thinking all the Moguls had entered the fort, fled, and opened

the gates to make their efcape. Eight and twenty Moguls of Subz-

waar received them with fhowers of arrows, which drove them back,

and they attempted to re-ihut the gates ; hut the Moguls rufhed on
and prevented them. Skirmifhing now enfued, and Kifhwer Khan,

who had gone round to the foot of the king's tower, hearing ofthe

gate being opened, entered without delay. The traitors took fhelter

A great difturbance now arofe in the city, of

which

in the * agate mahal

* Moft probably over a kind of bow recefs, in which the fultans fat (as common in

India) to receive the congratulations of the publick on feftival days, or to fee Tcvicws,

fights of elephants, &c. on the fpace before the palace.

« An apartment fo called, from the walls -being lined or inlaid with agate.
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which no one knew the caufe, and the common people began to

break open and plunder the houfes of the Turks and Moguls. At

length the moon rofe, when friends and enemies could be diltinguifh-

ed. The fervants of the palace, who had admitted the confpirators,

now turned againft them, from a (hew of loyalty, and fet fire to the

"ftraw roofs, under which numbers had been concealed, putting

them to the fword as they ran out. It now became known, that

about three hundred were waiting together in an apartment, for an

opportunity to rufli out, and, by refolute charges, force their way

through the gate at dawn of day. Sultan Jehangeer Khan Turk,

upon this, took charge of the gates, and difpatched Khan Jehaun to

guard the city and markets. The horfes from the royal ftables were

taken out, and divided among the fultan's friends. At funrife fultan

Mhamood afcendcd the throne, and ordered the Moguls to enter the

houfes ofthe treacherous Dekkanees and Abyffinians, to flay all with-

out diftindtion, and feize their efFe<a:s for the royal ufe. For three

days fucceffively, the flames of flaughter and devaftation raged in the

city, no one daring to intercede with the fultan for pardon j till, at

length, one of the fons of '' Shaw Mohib GoUa requefted that the

mafl!acre might be flopped, and was fuccefsful in his application.

187

y Mhamood Shaw, to celebrate his efcape from this danger, held a

magnificent feftival of forty days, and went in folemn proceffion

through the city, the ftreets of which were " adorned on die occafion.

As he regarded the royal tower as aulpicious, he ere<Sed upon it a

fplendid pavilion, in which, when finished, he fpent mofl of his time

in a continued round of voluptuous amufements. To the affairs of

government he paid no attention ; leaving them entirely to the direc-

A a 2 tion

a Probably of temporary ere£lions in the outer fquares, for the accommodation of

guards and other attendants. The moft fuperb buildings in India are disfigured con-

ftantly by thefe huts.

'' A venerated religious.

« It is common in India, on the publick entrance of a prince, to ornament the ihops

and houfes, by hanging out filks, &c. &c.
1
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tion of his favourites. Muiicians and dancers flocked to his court

trom Lahore, Dhely, Perfi:?, and Khoraffan ; as alfo * llory tellers,

* reciters of the Shaw Nammeh, and all other minifters of pleafure.

The people, copying the example of the prince, ftudied nothing

but diffipation ; reverend fages pawned their decent robes at the wine

cellars, and holy teachers, quitting their cells, retired to the taverns,

and prefided over the calk. The governors ofprovinces, feeing the

court thus employed, adted independantly ; fo that the royal officers

only who joined their views were allowed to hold their pofts, and

thofe who refufed to wink at their encroachments, were expelled with

difgrace. In a fhort time, except the province of Telingana and the

diftri(fts adjacent to Ahmedabad, no parts of the kingdom properly

remained in polTeffion of the fultan. The terrufFdars, however, ex-

except Mallek Ahmed Beheree, openly acknowledged the royal

authority ; but their fubmiffion was only fhewn in this point ; If the

fultan, at the defire of his miniiter Cafim Bereed, took the field, and

they faw advantage to themfelves in the expediton, they accompanied

the royal ftandard, but with a force and fplendour, before which

the fultan's funk to wretchednefs of appearance ; and upon a return,

they quitted him on the route for their feveral countries, without

even the ceremony of afking leave. That they might not undergo

the mortification of {landing in the royal prefence, or performing the

cuflomary obeifance to the fultan, they evaded vifiting the court.*"

^ Mallek Ahmed Beheree never accompanied the royal flandard at all,

but aiTumed independance ; founded the city of ' Ahmednuggur

;

and

^ They generally attend when their employer goes to repofe, and repeat fometimes

portions of hiftory, but commonly tales (imilar to thofe of the Arabian nights.

•> Thefe have by heart the poems of Ferdofi, author of the Shaw Nammeh, or

hiftory of ancient Perfia, and the works of other poets. I apprehend, they may be

compared to our minflrels.

« The above is a pi£ture flrongly refembling the ftate of the prefent empire of

Hindooftan.

"* Governor of a province now called Dowlutabad.

' Now in the hands of the Nizam,
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and taking upon himfelf the honours of majefly, ient ambaffadors to

"EufufFAdil Khan and " Fatteh Oolla Ummad al Moolk, to prevail

upon them to copy his example, and read the khootbah in their

own name. It was accordingly refolved by all three, to avow their

claims to royalty.'
,
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Cafim Bereed, who had obtained, or rather chofen for his eftab-

lifhment, the terruftdaree of Ahmedabad and its vicinity, wiflied

that the forts of his government fhould be garrifoned by his own
dependants, but was denied poffelfion by feveral governors. As he

regarded their refufal as proceeding from the private orders of the

fultan, he alfo threw off his allegiance, and endeavoured to reduce

them by force. He twice defeated the royal army, and was near

driving the fultan from his capital, when Dillawer Khan Hubftiee,

who had taken fhelter at Boorahanpore from the refentment of

Nizam al Moolk, haftened with an army to his fovereign's relief.

Cafim Bereed was defeated, and fled towards Golconda, and Dil-

lawer Khan purfued him clofely, hoping to take him prifoner, when
providence decreed a change of fortune. In the heat of purfuit, near

Kolaufs, a vicious elephant of Dillawer Khan's refufed the guidance

of his driver, and ran back upon his own army, trampling many

perfons to death, which occafioned much confufion. Dillawer

Khan, taking a fpear in his hand, with fome of his attendants,

attempted

a Governorof the province of Beejapore.

* Governor of Berar, now fliared by the Nizam and Mharattas. '

e From this period, the fovereignty of the houfe of Bhatnenee became almoll

nominal; the minifters of the territory ftill left to it ufurping the real authority. This

has in fa£t been alfo the cafe in the modern empire of Hindooftan, fince the year 1712,

when Jehaundar Shaw, grandibn of Aurungzebe, afcended the throne. The ruin of

the empire and defolation of India has been falfely imputed to the Englifh fervants,

either becaule their idle countrymen at home envied the fuccefs of their a£tive brethren,

or from ignorance of Indian hiftory. When we have loft (and not till then) our

eaftern poffeffions, the calumnies of felf-interefted orators will be refuted by the cool

judgment of the unbiafled hiftorian.
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attettlipted to turn him, but in vain. The elephant rufliing on, ths

foldiers fled, arid Dillawer Khan was feized by the furious animal

with his trunk, and cruflied to death Cafim Berefid foon hearing

of this ev6nt, turried back upon th6 yet vidlorious army, who fled,

difpirited by the lofs of their chief, and all the baggage and efi^e<fls

fell into his hands ; after which he carried his rebellion flill farther

with impuftity. As the fultan could not refift his power, he ad-

mitted him into the capital ; a feeming reconciliation took place, and

the miniiler, feated fecurely on the mufnud of administration, left

nothing but a nominal royalty to Mhamood Shaw. The hifl:oriarts

of the Bereed dynafty reckon the eftablilhment of it frorti this

jperiod.

Cafim Bereed wrote to the roy of Beejanuggiir, that Eufuff Adil

Khan, having rebelled againfl: the fultan, had aflumed royal honours,

arid if he Would invade his country, he fliould be rewarded by the

reftoration of the forts of Mudkul and Roijore. The roy beirtg a

child, his minifter Ramraaje fent a powerful army againft Adil

Khari, and having committed great devaftation, obtained pofleflldft

of the promifed forts. EufufFAdil Khan, at length, having effeaed

a peace with Ramraaje, marched to take revenge on Cafim Bereed,

who being much alarmed, applied for affiftance to Mallek Alimed

Nizam al Moolk i offering, when his enemy ihould be expelled, to

aflift him with the royal influence to obtain pofleffion of Goa,

Kokun, Punnalleh, and Mangalore, from the hands of Bahadur

Geelanee, and to leave them entirely at his difpofal. Mallek Ahmed,

approving the conditions, marched in great force to Ahmedabad, and

Cafim Bereed being thus fkengthened, moved with the fultan, whofe

inclinations he never confulted, againft the enemy. A fevere engage-

ment enfued, in which the minifter and fultan were defeated. Mal-

lek Ahmed and Adil Khan, who had previoufly fettled their disputes

privately, without attacking each other, retired to their own coun-

tries.

la



FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN. m
In the year 899, fultan Mhamood Guzaratee fent an ambaffador A. D. 1493.

Xo the fultan, reprefenting, that Bahadur Geelanee, who commanded
on the fea coaft of Malabar, had feized many rich fhips belonging to

the Guzarat merchants -, and, not flopping at fuch excefTes, had fent

his flave Yacoot Hubfhce, with twenty fhips of war, to Maheem,
which he had kid wafte, without mercy 3 imprifoning the people, and

burning mofques and other buildings, intending next to proceed againfl

Surat ; that an army from Guzarat could not march juito the country

erf" the rebel Bahadur, without fome injury to Dekkan i and to convey

a fufficient force by fea was impoffible ^ therefore it was incumbent

on the fultan to punifh the excefles of the rebel : but fhould he find,

himfelf unequal to the tafk, if he would ac(juaint his friend, fuch

meafiires fhould be taken in Guzarat as would prove elFeiStual. I

Mhamood Shaw, roufed by this meffage, refblved to march to

reduce Bahadur Khan, and applied for fiipport from his vafTals ; who,

as they feared the refentment €rf"the king of Guzarat, and hoped to

fliare in the plunder of the rebel, complied with his orders. AdH
Khan fent his general Kummaul Khan, with five thoufand horfe to

the royal ftandard. Mallek Ahmed Beheree fupplied the fame num-
ber under Muttubba Khan, and Ummad al Moolk alfo furnifhed fome

troops under the command of one of his chief officers.

Mhamood Shaw difpatched firfl^a firmaun to Bahadur Geelanee,

informing him of the complaints of his ally the king of Guzarat, and.

demanding reftitution of the places, fhips, effedts, and captives he

had feized from that ftate. Bahadur, hearing that a confidential fer-

vant had been difpatched with a firmaun, gave orders for his being

detained on the road in the town of Mirch, and fpoke infukingly of

the royal authority and the fultan's perfon ; upon which Mhamood

Shaw immediately began his march, and puflied on without delay.

Upon his arrival before the fortrefs ofJamcondah, he ordered Koottub

al Moolk, terruffdar of Telingana, to befiege it ; but that general

being
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being killed by an arrow from the walls, as he was reconnoitring, the

fultan conferred his office and titles on Sultan Koollee, with Khongeer,

Terkee, and other diilridis of Telingana, in jaghire, to fupport his

dignity. Jamcondah being taken, and delivered over to the troops

of EufufF Adil Khan, the fultan moved to Mangalore, where Baha-

dur had fixed his refidence ; but before the royal army could arrive

he deferted the place, which was taken from his garrifon in three

days, the works not being completely finifhed. Sultan Mhamood,
by the advice of Bereed, moved next againfl Mirchj and the troops

of Bahadur met him in the field, but were defeated with great flaugh-

ter. The furvivors retired into the fortrefs. After a long fiege, the

governor feeing no hopes of relief, begged quarter, which was grant-

ed by the approbation of Bereed ; who received twenty five horfes

belonging to Bahadur, and afTurances were given to his followers

that fuch as chofe to enter into his fervice fhould be entertained, and

the reft allowed to depart, but without either their horfes or arms.

All the Moguls replied, that after furrendering the fort, without horfes

or arms they could not approach their chief, and would rather be

put to death. The fultan, admiring their fortitude and fidelity,

gave them up their horfes and arms, with permiflion to join Bahadur
unmolefted.

The fultan, on the fall of Mirch, marched towards Baloeh j and
in the interim Bahadur, liftening to the advice of his friends, fent

Khajeh Neamut Oolla Geelanee to make ofi^ers of fubmifiion for him
to the fultan. The fultan, by the approbation ofCafim Bereed, agreed
to pardon Bahadur, alfo to reftore fome of the conquered places, and
confirm him in his remaining pofleflions, if he would come to the
px-efence, and give a fum of money, with two elephants for the royal
ufe. Neamut Oolla wrote him of the fuccefs of his embafiy, and
advifed his repairing to the royal camp without delay.

Bahadur,
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Bahadur, on the receipt of his agent's letter, thinking that the

fultan's generofity proceeded from weaknefs, was again filled with

pride ; and fharpening the tooth of avidity on the royal baggage,

vaunted infolently, that he intended that year to have the khootbah

read in his own name at the capital of Ahmedabad, and, in the next,

in Guzarat. Mhamood Shaw, enraged at this infolence, marched

from Baloeh to Kulher, which he took ; and followed his fuccefs with

fuch rapidity, that Bahadur's affairs declined daily ; and at length he

fled to the fortrefs of Punnalleh, the ftrongeft in his pofTeffion. The
fultan, not wifhing to fit down before it, went to Kolapore, intend-

ing to proceed from thence to Dabul, and amufe himfelf on the fea

:

upon which Bahadur quitted Punnalleh, with defign of lying in am-
bufh for the fultan on his route ; but in the end, not having courage

to execute his plan, fled, and numbers of his people leaving him,

fome joined the fultan, and others went to Adil Khan. Mhamood
Shaw, by the advice of Bereed, fent Khajeh Jehaun, governor of the

fort of Porundeh, to prevent Bahadur's re-entering Punnalleh ; and

on his arrival at Kolapore, as the rainy feafon had fet in, refolved to

halt for fonle time.
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Bahadur now became humble, and again fent Khajeh Neammut
Oolla and Mujd ad Dien with petitions to the fultan, declaring, if a

promife of pardon fhould be fent him under the royal hand-writing

and the feals of Cafim Bereed and the principal chiefs, he would

come to the prefence, and during the remainder of his life never de-

part from the path of loyalty. The fultan complied with his requeft ;

and, to calm the fears of the rebel, difpatched fome refpedlabie per-

fons to conduct him to court. On their arrival at Bahadur's camp,

his ill fortune would not allow him to fubmit, and he ftarted new
difiiculties ; upon which the fultan called Khajeh Jehaun from the

fiege of Punnalleh, and fent him, with other amras, againfl: him.

Bahadur advanced to meet the royalifts, with two thoufand horfe

and fifteen thoufand foot, A fevere ad;ion enfued, and Bahadur

B b being
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.being killed by an arrow, his troops fled. Khajeh Jehaun cut off

the rebel's head, and marched to the royal camp, where the fultan

honoured him with a fuit of his own robes, elephants, and horfes.

Two or three days after the vidiory, the fultan went to view the

fortrefs of Punnalleh, and difpatched Mallek Ein al Moolk Cananee

to Goa, to confole Mallek Saieed, and bring him to the prefence. By

the approbation of Bereed, Bahadur's jaghire was conferred on the

former ; and the fultan, with a few of his principal nobility, having

gone to Dabul and failed for his amufement along the coaft, returned

towards his capital. On the route he fpent fome time at Kallabaug,

near Beejapore j and, on his arrival at Ahmedabad, difpatched am-

baffadors with rich prefents to fultan Mhamood of Guzarat, as alfo

Kummaul Khan, Suffder Khan, and all the prifoners taken by the

rebel Bahadur, with the twenty fhips and cargoes that he had feized.

A. D. 1495. In the year 901, Sultan KooUi Koottub al Moolk Hammadanee,

was appointed terruffdar of Telingana, and Golconda and Warunkul,

with their dependancies, added to his jaghire. Duiloor 'Deenar was

conflituted governor of Saugher and Ahffunabad Koolburga. The
fultan being perfuaded that the munfubdars ilationed with the great

amras ftrengthened their power, withdrew all who were with

Duftoor Deenar, and ordered them to remain on duty at court.

Duftoor Deenar, difgufled at the removal of the munfubdars, in con-

junction with Yezeez al Moolk Dekkanee, raifed a rebellion ; and

having coUefted between feven and eight thoufand Abyflinians and

Dekkanees, feized the country near Koolburga. Mhamood Shaw, by

advice of Caiim Bereed, demanded the affiftance of Eufuff Adil Khan,

who joined him with an army. An engagement happened near the

town of Mhundree, in which the rebels were defeated, and Duftoor

Deenar taken prifoner. The fultan would have put him to death,

but was prevailed upon, at the interceflion of Adil Khan, not only

to pardon, but reinftate him in his governments. As fome of the

rebels
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rebels had taken fhelter in the fort of Saugher, the fultan laid fiege

to it, and on its redudion, gave it to Adil Khan ; after which he

returned to his capitah

^95

In the year 902, Eufuff Dekkanee, Yeghrufh Khan, Mirza
Shumfe ad Dien, and others who had the fultan's confidence, entered

into a plot with fome of the Turkifh officers to deftroy Cafim Bereed

;

but he, gaining intelligence of their defigns, put them to death, with

all their abettors. The fultan was enraged at this prefumption,

would not admit him into his prefence, and became his own minifter.

At length, by the mediation of Shaw Mohib OoUa, he was with

much difficulty prevailed upon to forgive and receive him again into

favour ; after which he relapfed into his ufual indolence and de-

baucheries.

A. D. 1496*

In 903, the fultan afked the infant daughter of Adil Khan in A. D. 1497.

marriage for his fon fultan Ahmed, then fourteen years of age.

After much negotiation, it was fettled that the nuptial ceremonies

fhould be performed at Koolburga. Accordingly, the fultan repaired

to that city, where Adil Khan entertained him with great fplendour.

The knot of marriage was tied by Abd al Summie Cauzee of the

royal camp, and it was agreed that the bride fhould be delivered to

the prince as foon as fhe fhould reach the age of ten years. The
feflival was flill celebrating, when Duftoor Deenar and Adil Khan
quarrelled about the government of Koolburga, but the fultan would

not interfere in the difpute. Dufloor Deenar retired to Porundeh,

and contention grew high between Adil Khan and Calim Bereed,

who oppofed his pretenfions. Koottub al Moolk fiding with the

former, Bereed was alarmed, and retired with his eldeft fon and his

followers to Allind ; upon which Adil Khan, leaving the feflival un-

concluded, took the fultan with him, and together with Koottub al

Moolk, Mallek Elias, and Ein al Moolk, marched againfl Bereed,

B b 2 who.



T

196

A. D. 1498.

FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

who, being defeated in an aftion, fled to Porundeh. By this fuccefs,

the power of Adil Khan became fo raifed, that the fultan, in his pre-

fence, did not afcend his throne. All the allies having by his

influence obtained their demands, retired to their diftrid:s. Cafim

Bereed th^n venturing to return to court, obtained the vaqualut as

before ; but conducted himfelf fo haughtily to his unfortunate fove-

reign, that he could not even fatisfy his thirft without permiflion.

In 904, Adil Khan led an army againil Duftoor Deenar, who

fled from Koolburga, and by advice of Cafim Bereed took proteftion

with Mallek Ahmed at Ahmednuggur. That ameer furnifhed him

with auxiliaries; upon which Adil Khan, unable to oppofe, came

to Ahmedabad, and the fultan defired Mallek Ahmed to defift from

war, which he did -, only fending a petition to the fultan, reprefent-

ing that Duftoor Deenar was an old fervant of the throne, whom
Adil Khan was eager to deftroy, fo that if his majefty would com-

mand him to quit his unjuft perfecution, it would be worthy of the.

royal generofity and care of his fubje<fts..

A.D. 1504. In the year 910, Cafim Bereed dying, his fon Ameer Bereed fuc-

ceeded him in oflice ; and, aflTuming ftill greater power, deprived

Mhamood Shaw of what little authority had been left him by his

father. This year, Adil Khan having put Duftoor Deenar to death,

poflefiled himfelf of Koolburga and all his country. He read the

khootbah in Beejapore, agreeably to the forms of the fheiah fed: j

which, having never been done before in any part of Hindooftan,

turned the minds of all the Dekkanees againft him. Sultan Mha-
mood, at the defire of Ameer Bereed, wrote to Koottub al Moolk,
Ummad al Moolk and Khodawund Khan, that Adil Khan, hav-
ing thrown oiF all allegiance, had not only exalted the enfigns of
rebellion, but introduced the cuftoms of heretics in the countries of

Tflaam; fo that it was necefiary they fhould repair to the royal

ftandard
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ftandard with their armies, in order to expel him. In the margin of

each firmaun the fultan wrote the following verfe : " He is grown fo

** vain in the pride of his riches, that the fun, to his eyes, appears

" but an atom."
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Koottub al Moolk, with the amras of Telingana, repaired to

court without delay ; but Ummad al Moolk and Khodawund Khan
made excufes : upon which. Ameer Bereed applied for fuccours to

Mallek Ahmed Beheree, who, with Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee and a

great army, came to Ahmedabad, and joined the fultan. Adil Khan,

thinking it vain to oppofe fo powerful a league in the. field, having

committed Koolburga and Allind to the charge of Direa Khan and

Fukhir al Moolk Turk, and fent his fon Ifmaeel, then an infant at the

breaft, with his women and treafures, to Beejapore under the care of

Kummaul Khan Dekkanee ; went, attended by five thoufand chofen

horfe, into Berar.. Sultan Mhamood and the allies purfued him with

great expedition. Upon Adil Khan's arrival at the camp of Ummad
al Moolk, that ameer refufed to protect: him, as it would be difre-

fpedlful to oppofe the fultan in perfon ; upon which he retired to

Boorahanpore.

Ummad al Moolk now hinted privately to Mallek Ahmed, that

Ameer Bereed wiflied the ruin of Adil Khan, merely to pofTefs him-

felf of Beejapore j which if he ihould cffcO:, and keep the fultan in

his hands, he would then meditate the deftrudiion of others ; that,

therefore, he had better retire to his own country, and leave him to

watch the minifter. Mallek Ahmed and Koottub al Moolk, approv-

ing this advice, fuddenly marched homewards, without taking leave

of the fultan -, and the next morning Ummad al Moolk fent petitions

to court in favour of Adil Khan, begging the fultan to pardon his

crimes, and return to the capital.

V ^-: The
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The fultan, at the inftigation of Ameer Bereed, refufed to com-

ply j upon which Adil Khan, hearing of the retreat of the two

powerful amras, returned to Ummad al Moolk, and, in conjundtion

with him, moved to attack the royal camp ; which Ameer Bereed

tliinking himfelf unable to defend, left flanding, and fled with the

fultan to Ahmedabad. Adil Khan and Ummad al Moolk, having

divided the plunder of the camp, returned to their feveral capitals.

A. D. 1510. In the year 916, Adil Khan being dead. Ameer Bereed marched to

reduce Beejapore ; but all his attempts proved vain, and the family on

A. D. 15 12. that throne encreafed daily in power. In the year 918, Koottub al

Moolk, alTuming royal independance, caft the fultan's name out ofthe

khootbah. He continued however to fend fultan Mhamood, privately,

A. D. 1514. every year a prefent in money. In 920, Ameer Bereed levied a great

army with the royal treafures, and marching with the fultan, took

Koolburga from the garrifon of Ifmaeel Adil Khan, and gave it to

Jehangeer Khan, fon of Mallek Deenar, for whom he procured the

title of Duftoor al Moolk. This chiefhaving colledted troops, took

all the forts on one fide of the Beemra, from Saugher to Nuldirruk

;

and Ameer Bereed, receiving reinforcements from Nizam al Moolk
and Koottub al Moolk, croifed the river with twenty thoufand men,
and proceeded by regular marches to Beejapore. Ifmaeel Adil Khan
gave him battle near the city, and totally defeated him, fo that he fled

in the greatefl: confufion; and Mhamood, who had fallen from his

horfe and received a fevere bruife, with his fon fultan Ahmed, was left

defencelefs on the field. Ifmaeel Adil Khan obferving the refped:

due to princes, treated the fultan with attention, providing him with
all conveniences becoming his high rank.

Mhamood Shaw ihortly after went with Ifmaeel AdU Khan to

Koolburga, where the ceremony of the nuptials between- Sultan
Ahmed and Bibi Suttee, fifler to Ifmaeel Adil Khan, was celebrated

with

_>
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with great pomp and magnificence. The fultan having obtained five

thoufand Mogul horfe to afiift him, marched to Ahmedabad, which

Ameer Bereed evacuated on his approach, and retired to the fort of

Oufeh. Mhamood Shaw now took pofleffion of his capital ; but

foon after, the officers of Ifmaeel Adil Khan, on hearing that Ameer

Bereed had received aids from Boorahan al Moolk, deferted the fultan,

and the minifter returning, put him under greater reftraint than before.

Tired of his fituation, the unfortunate Mhamood Shaw found means

to make his efcape to Kaweel in Berar, and beg affiftance of Ummad
ad Dien, who marched with him towards the capital. Ameer Bereed,

fliutting himfelf up in the citadel, applied for relief to Nizam al

Moolk, who difpatched Khajeh Jehaun to join him with a confider-

able force, and he entered the citadel.

Ameer Bereed and his ally now fallied forth againft the fultan

and Ummad al Moolk, who prepared to receive them, and drew up

their troops for ad:ion. It happened that the fultan was bathing, and

the meffenger fent by Ummad al Moolk to inform him of the

enemy's approach, infolently obferved, that it was no wonder, a

prince who could be fo employed at fuch a critical time, fhould be the

fport of his nobles. The fultan, flung with the remark, and en-

raged at what he thought the infolence of Ummad al Moolk,

joined the line as foon as poffible ; but fuddenly fpurring his horfe,

galloped over to Ameer Bereed's army. Ummad al Moolk im-
mediately retreated with precipitation towards his own country, and

the minifter returned triumphantly into the city with the fultan.

199

Ameer Bereed now put the fultan in fuch clofe confinement,

that he could not poffibly efcape again. Mhamood, wearied

with difappointments, old, and weak in mind, gave up the ftruggle

for authority, and contented himfelf with the . pleafures of wine,

women, and. the external pageantry of royalty. In the year 923,

Ameer
A. D. 1517,
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Ameer Bereed found it neceflary to march with him to Mahore

againfl Bufheer Khan; who, with his fon, was flain in battle,

and the fultan gave the place to Ghalib Khan, after which he

A.D.XS18. returned to his capital, where he died on the fourth of Zeekidge,

after a reign of thirty feven years and twenty days of conftant

viciffitude and trouble.

SULTAN
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SULTAN 4

AHMED SHAW BHAMENEE.

Ameer Bereed, as he had but a finall territory In his poffeflion,.

and dreading, fhould he affume open independance, that the fur-

rounding powers would attack him, placed fultan Ahmed, fon of

Mhamood Shaw, upon the throne, leaving him the palace, with

the ufe of the royal jewels, and a daily allowance of money for his

fupport J which not being equal to his expenfes, the fultan privately

fold feveral valuable jewels. The minifter having information of

this, put many muficians and others to death, for being concerned In

the fale ; but he never could recover the jewels, as the purchafers

had fled with them to Beejapore. Sultan Ahmed fent agents pri-

vately to Ifmaeel Adil Khan, complaining of the ill ufage of Bereed;

and Adil Khan difpatched ambaffadors with prefents to court ; but,

before their arrival, fultan Ahmed died, two years after his acceffioa

to the throne, in the year 927. A. D. 1520.

C c SULTAN
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1.' SULTAN

ALLA AD DIEN 3^ BHAMENEE.

Ameer Bereed kept the throne vacant near fourteen days after

the death of Ahmed Shaw, and then feated upon it fultan Alia ad

Dien. This prince, warned by the fatal confequences of the de-

baucheries of his predecelTors, refrained from pleafure, and turned

his thoughts to humble Bereed, whom he conciliated fo much, as to

throw him in the end off his guard. He then privately placed near

his apartments a band of armed men, refolved to take the minifter

prifoner, when he fhould repair to vilit him at the following new

moon. Bereed, agreeably to cuftom, came with his fons to congra-

tulate the fultan; but juft as he had reached the apartment, one of

the concealed perfons happening to fneeze, he was alarmed, and

turning back, fent in guards to examine the avenues. The plot was

difcovered, and all who were concerned in it put to death except the

fultan, whom he confined itridily, and feated another prince on the

throne, by the title of fultan Wullee Oolla, whom after two years he

depofed, and put to death, having conceived a paffion for his queen,

whom he forced to fubmit to his defires.

i*^»

SULTAN
*:

<«
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SULTAN

-,>S.. KULLEEM OOLLA BHAMENEE.

'^'

OULTAN Kulleem enjoyed nothing but the name of fbvereign, and
never was allowed to leave the palace. In the year 933 the .

A. D. 1526.

emperor Baber conquered Dhely ; upon which, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, -

Boorahan Nizam Shaw, and Koottub Shaw, fent ambaffadors to

his court. Sultan Kulleem Oolla difpatched one of his companions

in difguife with a petition to the emperor, fetting forth, that his

kingdom had been ufurped and his perfon confined by rebellious

fervants ; alfo offering, if the Mogul would relieve him from his

diftrefs, to cede to him Dowlutabad and the province of Berar.

As Baber was yet unconfirmed in his conquefts, and the fultans of ^
Malwa and Guzarat were his enemies, he did not attend to the

requeft; of which Ameer Bereed coming to the knowledge, treated

him with great rigour. The fultan made his efcape to his uncle

Ifmael Adil Khan, who received him honourably, in hopes of

ufing his name to his own advantage ; but not fatisfied, he fled to

Boorahan Nizam al Moolk. That prince at firfl: behaved to him

refpecStfiilly, even fubmitting to ftand in his prefence j but being

told, that fuch homage was acknowledging a defedt in his own title

to royalty, he difcontinued it. Sultan Kulleem died ftiortly after at

C c 2 Ahmed-
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Ahmednuggur, and with him ended the dynafty of Bhatnenee.

Dekkan was in fadt, before this event, divided into five kingdoms j

Adil Shawee, orBeejapore; Koottub Shawee, or Golcondaj Um-
maud Shawee, or Berar; Nizam Shawee, or Ahmednuggur; and

Bereed Shawee, or Ahmedabad Bieder ; the hiflory of which forms

the fubje(ft of the following pages.

FINIS OF THE BHAMENEE DYNASTY.
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SULTAN

EIJSUFF ADIL SHAW BEEJAPOREE.

AbOU al Muzzuffir EufufF Adil Shaw, the founder of the Adil

Shawee dynafty, was a fon of one of the emperors of Turky, of the

Othomaun family. His father, fultan Morad, dying in 854, was a. D. 1450.

fucceeded by his eldeft fon, fultan Mahummud ; upon whofe ac-

ceffion the officers of ftate advifed, that as in the beginning of the

late reign a perfon had called himfelf Muftapha, fon of * iElderrum

Bayazeed, and occafioned great infurredions in the empire -, in future,

only one prince of the family fliould be fuffered to live. Sultan

Mahummud, affenting to the propofal, gave orders for his brother

fultan Eufulf to be put to death -, and the executioners came to de-

mand him from his mother, that, having ftrangled him, the body

might be expofed for publick information. The fultana entreated

them to fpare the innocent child ; or, if the policy of ftate demand-

ed fo fevere a facrifice, to indulge her with deferring it a day, that

fhe might prepare her mind to take a laft leave. The minifters con-

fented to the delay, and fhe improved it to fave the life of her forfi^

She fent for Khajeh Ummad ad Dien, a merchant, who had con-

ftantly fupplied her houfehold with the products of Perfia, and

enquired how many male flaves he had for fale. He replied, five

Georgians and two Circaffians -, one ofthe latter of whom flie chofe,

as

» The celebrated Bajazet,

M^'
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as he bore the ftroingeft refemblance to the prince. She then com-

mitted fultan Eufuff to the merchant's care, with a large fum of

money, entreating him to haflen with him to a place of fecurity out

of the Turkiih dominions. The Khajeh, moved by her tears and

gratitude for former favours, accepted the commiffion ; and began

his journey, with the infant prince, the fame night. The next

morning, the miniflers came to the door of her apartments to de-

mand her fon, when (he admitted one, on whom fhe could depend

;

and informing him of the deception, bound him to favour it by large
'

gifts. The Circaffian flave was ftrangled, and brought out, wrapped

in a fliroud, by the minifter, whofe integrity not being fufpeded, the

body was buried without examination.

Khajeh Ummad ad Dien arrived with the young prince at » Arde-

beel, and made rich offerings, enrolling EufuiF among the difciples of

the venerable *" fhekh Suffi ; after which he carried him to the city of

Saweh ; and, as he was feven years of age, explained to him the ne-

ceffity of keeping his illuftrious birth a fecret, and put him to fchool

with his own children. The next year, the fultana fent a perfon to

Saweh to enquire after the fafety of her child j and the meflenger,

after a flay of nine months, departed j but was taken fo ill at Alexan-

dria, that he remained there a year and half; after which he returned

to the fultana, and prefented a letter, written by EufuiF himfelf,

with flattering accounts of his progrefs in the acquirement of every

accomplifhment. The princefs beflowed great charities, in gratitude

for the prefervation of her fon ; and fhortly after fent his nurfe with

her fon Ghuzzunfir Beg, and her daughter Dil-fhaad Aga, alfo her

former meffenger, and a large fum of money for the ufe of the

prince, to Saweh. Here he continued till his fixteenth year, when
he took the relblutlon of going to try his fortune in Hindooflan ; and

accordingly^

* A town in Perfia.

>> Founder of the Suifee royal family; and hence the emperors have been called in

Europe, fophis of Perlia.
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accordingly, having taken fhipping at ^JeiTOon, arrived without

accident at ''Dabul, in the year 864. From thence he proceeded, A. D. 14-58,

under prote(ftion of Khajeh Mhamood Kohjukkanee, to Ahmedabad

Bieder, and was recommended by him to Khajeh Ummad ad Dien

Mhamood, who introduced him as one of his Turkifh flaves into the

royal houfehold, as the beft method of acquiring fpeedy promotion.

After two or three months Khajeh Jehaun, by the approbation

of the queen mother, committed EufufFto the protedrion of Yezeez

Khan, mafter of the horfe j who finding him accomplifhed for the

tafk, and being old and infirm himfelf, committed to him the whole

condudt of his employment; which gave Eufuflf frequent opportu-

nities of going into the prefence of Mahummud Shaw, and acquiring

his notice. On the death of Yezeez Khan, he, at the recommend-

ation of Khajeh Jehaun, fucceeded to the office ; but, not agreeing

with the bramin who fuperintended the accounts, refigned his poft,

and attached himfelf to Nizam al Moolk Turk, one of the chief

nobles; whofe friendfhip he acquired to fuch a degree, that he

honoured him with the appellation of brother.

When Nizam al Moolk was appointed governor of Berar, he

procured for his friend from the fultan the title of AdQ Khan, with

the rank of five hundred, and took him with him. 'Nizam al

Moolk being killed at Kurleh, EufufF Adil Khan, leaving a ftrong

garrifon in the fort, conduced fafely to court all the rich plunder of

a very fuccefsful campaign, with thirty elephants, which procured

him the fultan's approbation ; and from that time the ftar of his

fortune began to fhine with encreafing fplendour.

Dd

» A port in the pulph of Perfia,

" A port in Dekkan.

•^ Fide reign of Mahummud Shaw Bhamenee.

When
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When fultan Mahummud Shaw left this vain world, and diflen-

tions began to prevail in the kingdom, moft of the foreign officers

and foldiers attached themfelves to EufufF Adil Khan i who, feeing

the minifters of fultan Mhamood bent on his deftrudtion, withdrew

himfelf from Ahmedabad, with his family and followers, to his

government of Beejapore. Refolving now to be the founder of a

kingdom, he began to add to his territories by conqueft.

When the eagle of profperity had fpread the fliade of his wingis

over his head, he, with the aflent of Mallek Ahmed Beheree, in the

A.D. 1489. year 895, under authority that, » " The fword is his who can ufe it,

" and dominion for him who conquers," read the khootbah of Bee-

japore in his own name, arid fpread the umbrella of empire. All the

Turks and foreigners acknowledged his title to royalty. He now
conquered many of the forts from the governors of fultan Mhamood;
and brought within the circle of his authority all the country from the

river Beemrah to Beejapore, the inhabitants of which acknowledged

his royalty ; and he was alfo joined by many Dekkanee amras, who
had formerly deferted him on his retiring from Ahmedabad, fo that

great Iplendour began to reign in his court.

The flames of envy rifing in the breaft of Cafim Bereed, who
had entertained hopes of founding a kingdom for himfelf in Beeja-

pore, he wrote to Heemraaje, the minifter of Beejanuggur, who
had ufurped that foyereignty, leaving the roies only nominal power,

that fultan Mhamood would cede to him the forts of Mudkul and

Roijore, if he could wreft them from Adil Khan j and at the fame

time to Bahadur Geelanee, who poffeffed Goa and all Direabar, in,

the language of Dekkan called Kokun, tempting him to invade the

country of the ufurper.

Heemraaje,

* A verfe from the koraun.
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Heemraaje, with a^reat army, croffed the river Tummedra, and
after laying wafte the country, took Mudkul and Roijore without

advancing farther
;

' and Bahadur Geelanee reduced the fortrefs of

Jamcondah. Adil Shaw's power was too weak to refift by force

this double attack. He made peace with Heemraaje, and drove

Bahadur Geelanee from his dominions ; but, without attempting to

recover Jamcondah, led his army, compofed of eight thoufand

Turks and foreigners, againft Cafim Bereed, towards the capital of

Ahmedabad Bieder. ^
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Bereed, in this exigence, applied for aid to Mallek Ahmed
Beheree, who joined him, with Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, gover-

nor of Porundeh. The allies, with fultan Mhamood, marched

from the capital, and were met by Adil Shaw at the diftance only of

ten miles. Direa Khan commanded the right wing, Fukhir al

Moolk Turk the left, and Adil Shaw the center. Ghuzzunfir Beg,

his fofter brother, commanded a referved corps of a thoufand Turkiih

archers, to aflift wherever there might be occafion. Cafim Bereed

fled with the fultan at the firft onfet ; upon which Adil Shaw and

Mallek Ahmed difcontinuing the fight, entered into a treaty on the

field, both retiring to their own dominions. This aiftion however is

differently related by an hiftorian, who fays, Mallek Ahmed was not

in the field, but his general Khajeh Jehaun only ; that Adil Shaw

was defeated, and retired to Beejapore, where he effedled a peace

with all his enemies i and foon after, learning that difientions pre-

vailed in Beejanuggur, marched againft Roijore.

Upon his arrival on the banks of the Kiftnah, being tempted by

the beauty of the country, he amufed himfelf for fome time in

pleafure, and excefs brought on an ague and fever, which confined

him to his bed for twb months ; during which, his brother Ghuz-

zunfir Beg direded all publick aifairs. In this interval, Heemraaje>

having fettled his difientions, advanced with the young roy at the

D d 2 head
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head of a great army to Roijore, which ftruck terror into the army

of Adil Shaw, for whofe recovery fervent prayers were offered up by

his fubjed;3. The arrow of entreaty reaching the mark of acceptance,

weaknefs was changed to flrength, and AdiJ Shaw 'recovering, dif-

tributed fixty thoufand rupees among holy men and fyeds of Medina,

Kerballa, and NujifF. He alfo committed a coniiderable fum to

Khajeh Abdoolla Herdee, who had come with him to Hindooftan in

the fame ihip, directing him to go and build a mofque at Saweh,

and to give the furplus of the money among the poor of that city.

Intelligence arriving that Heemraaje had croffed the Tummedra,
and was advancing by hafty marches, Eufuif Adil Shaw ordered a

general review of his army, which was found to coniiil of eight

thoufand * doafpeh and feafpeh horfe, alfo two hundred elephants,

great and fmall. He, after the review, addrefled himfelf to Ghuz-
zuniir Beg, Mirza Jehangeer, and Daood Khan Lodi, his favourite

nobles, faying, that he had confident hopes of being able to beat

the enemy with this force, and thought it advifeable to advance

towards them. His opinion being approved, he moved immediately,

and encamped at a little diftance from their army. Dividing the

ground among his amras to the beft advantage, he threw up in-

trenchments round his camp, to prevent furprize. Several days

A. D. 1492. pafTed inactively, till on Saturday in Regib, 898, both armies

drew out, and in the beginning of the a<ftion near five hundred of

Adil Shaw's troops being flain, the reft were difordered and fell

back, but were rallied again by the fultan. One of the officers, who
had been taken prifoner and made his efcape, obferved, that the

enemy were bufily employed in plunder, and might be attacked

with advantage. The fultan reliihed his advice, and proceeded

^

when Heemraaje, not having time to colle<fl his whole army, drew
out with feven thoufand horfe and a confiderable number of foot,

alfo three hundred elephants. Adil Shaw charged his center with

fuch

* Doafpeh is a foldier having two horfes, and feafpeh one having three.
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fuch futy, that Heemraaje was unable to ftand the fhock. Vidory
waved the royal ftandard, and the infidels fled, leaving two hundred
elephants, a thoufand horfes, and * fixty lacks of oons, with many
jewels and valuable effeds, to the conquerors. Heemraaje and the

young roy fled to Beejanuggur ; but the latter died on the road of a
wound he had received by an arrow in the adion. Heemraaje feized

the government of the country ; but fome of the principal nobility

oppofing his ufurpation, diflentions broke out; which gave Adil

Shaw relief from war for fome time from that quarter.

Duftoor Khan relates, that the vidtory was gained by the follow-

ing fl:ratagem. Adil Shaw, after the dilbrder of his troops, fent a

meffenger to Heemraaje, entreating peace, and offering to acknow-

ledge allegiance to the roy for the country he held ; upon which the

minifter and roy came, attended by three or four hundred followers,

and their principal nobility, to a conference in the field ; when Adil

Shaw fell upon them by furprize with his whole army, and routed

them, killing feventy perfons of rank. Their troops, alarmed at the

death of their chiefs, fled, and left the camp to be plundered by the

vidlors.
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Adil Shaw, after his fuccefs, conferred on Soobjung Bahadur

Khan fifty elephants, with one " lack ofoons, and detached him with

a force to reduce the forts of Mudkul and Roijore, which he efFedted

in the fpace of forty days, and the fultan then returned to his capital

of Beejapore. This viftory, and the great acceffion of wealth,

ftrengthened his power, extending far the acknowledgment of his

royalty. He, out of refpedl to fultan Mhamood Bhamenee, fent

him two fplendid veils, the borders of which were adorned with

precious fl:ones, two horfes fhod with gold, and faddles and bridles

fet with jewels.

'Adil
» About one milUcMi eight hundred thoufand pounds fterling.

' Thirty thoufand pounds.
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Adil Shaw was preparing to march againft Jamcondah, which

Bahadur Geelanee had taken from him j but fultan Mhamood, upon

receipt of an embafly from the king of Guzarat, going in perfon

againft that chief, he laid afide the defign, and fent his general

Kummaul Khan Dekkanee, . with five thoufand horfe, to attend the

fultan i for which fervice Jamcondah was delivered up to his troops,

as foon as taken from the rebel. When iiiltan Mhamood returned

from his expedition againft Bahadur, Adil Shaw went to meet him

;

and having conduced him to Beejapore, then newly furrounded with

a wall offtone, entertained him for ten days with royal magnificence.

At his departure, he laid before him an offering of twenty elephants*

fifty horfes, four arm bracelets fet with jewels, and other rare and

valuable articles to a great amount. Sultan Mhamood having made

choice of one elephant, fent back every thing elfe, with a private

meflage, that as they would not remain with him, but be feized by

Cafim Bereed for his own ufe, he had returned them, to be kept for

him in truft, till fuch time as Adil Shaw, like a faithful fervant,

fhould deliver him from the ufurpation of his minifter.

Adil Shaw, though he had it in his power to efl?edl the defires of

fultan Mhamood, did not think it accorded with his own intereft,

and anfwered, that fuch an undertaking could not fucceed, unlefs

Mallek Ahmed fhould agree in promoting it, as alfo Ummad al

Moolkj but that when his majefty fhould reach his capital, he

would prevail upon thofe chiefs to join with him in puniftiing the

infolent minifter. Mhamood Shaw was fatisfied with this declara-

tion, and departed for his capital; but, before his march, Adil

Shaw conveyed to 'him privately a large fum of money, and made

confiderable prefents to Cafim Bereed and Koottub al Moolk, who
had attended the fultan.

A. D.i495i In the year 901, Duftoor Deenar, an Abyffinian eunuch, who
held the governments of Koolburga and Saugher, with Allind, and

other
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other forts and pergunnahs between the river Beemrah and Telingana,

afpired to royal power : for this purpofe he commenced a friendfhip

with Mallek Ahmed Beheree, and obferved to him, that as Fatteh

Oolla Ummad al Moolk had, by the fupport of Adil Shaw, affumed

royal titles in Berar, it would be agreeable to friendship to fupport

him in his claims to equal honours in his own territories. Mallek

Ahmed, as Dufloor Deenar was the adopted fon of his father Nizam
al Moolk, and had alfo high demands on his own gratitude, agreed

to fupport him ; and accordingly the eunuch fpread over his head

the umbrella of majefty; and feizing many dLftriAs dependant on the

capital of Ahmedabad, drove out the officers of Cafim Bereed in a

difgraceful manner. •
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Cafim Bereed, through fultan Mhamood, having required the

affiftance of Adil Shaw againft the rebel, he fent his brother Ghuz-

zunfir Beg, with Direa Khan and other chiefs, to join the royal

ftandardj writing to fultan Mhamood at the fame time, that he

fhould have attended in perfon, did he not forefee in that cafe, that

Mallek Ahmed would join Dufloor Deenar with his whole force,

which would prolong the war. Soon after this, intelligence came

that Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, at the inftigation of Mallek Ahmed,

had moved from Porundeh to Koolburga with a confiderable force,

and that Mallek Ahmed alfo was preparing to march, fhould he fee

a neceffity for his affiftance. EufufFAdil Shaw now thought it pru-

dent to join his amras, and accordingly did fo with great expedition.

Sultan Mhamood and Cafim Bereed having joined him, the allied

armies moved againft Duftoor Deenar without delay. The eunuch

advanced to receive them with eight thoufand horfe, moflly Abyf-

finians, and twelve thoufand auxiliaries, under Mallek Ahmed and

Khajeh Jehaun ; but, after a brave ftruggle, was defeated and taken

prifoner. Sultan Mhamood would have put him to death, by defire

of Cafim Bereed ; but Adil Shaw, from motives of policy, not wifh-

ing to ftrengthen the power of the minLfter, interceded for his pardon,

and



2l6

A.D. 1497.

FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

and obtained for him reftoration of liis government of Koolburga.

Adil Shaw then, without paying his refpedb to Mhamood Shaw,

returned to Beejapore, and the fultan and Duftoor Deenar to their

feveral reiidencies. Mallek Ahmed, who had begun his march to

join the eunuch, hearing of.the peace, returned to Ahmednuggur.

In the year 903, Mhamood Shaw demanded the daughter of

Adil Shaw, Bibi Suttee, then an infant in the cradle, in marriage for

his fon fultan Ahmed; and chufing Koolburga for the place of

efpoufals, both princes repaired to that city, which much alarmed

Duftoor Deenar. Adil Shaw privately informed fultan Mhamood,
that if he wifhcd to difplace Cafim Bereed, he muft cede to Beeja-

pore the diftrids then under Duftoor Deenar, as they lay between it

and the jaghire of the minifler, which would afford a pretence for

advancing his troops into them, and eafy opportunities would offer

of expelling Cafim Bereed, before Mallek Ahmed or any other

power could hear of fuch a defign being on foot. Mhamood Shaw

approving the plan, gave the required grants, and difpoffeffed the

officers of Dufloor Deenar j who, unable to refifl, by the mediation

of fultan KooUee Koottub al Moolk, made a treaty with the vidtor

for the refl of his territories. Cafim Bereed, alarmed at this pro-

ceeding, quitted Mhamood Shaw, and retired to AUind with his

dependants.

Adil Shaw upon this moved with Mhamood Shaw, Koottub al

Moolk, and Mallek Elias, to reduce Bereed, whom he defeated

near the town of Kinjoutee, and the fugitives took fhelterin various

forts. A rich carpet of cloth of gold, after the vidtory, was fpread

on the field, and Mhamood Shaw taking Adil Shaw by the hand,

commanded him to fit; which honour he would not accept till after

repeated orders. It was determined now, that the following year

they would march and extirpate Cafim Bereed. As Mallek Elias had

fallen in the adion, Adil Shaw conferred his eflates upon his eldefl

fon
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&>n Mahummud, with the title of Ein al Moolk ; and, having taken

leave ofMhamood Shaw, returned to Beejapore. >

The next year, Adil Shaw marched againil: Dafloor Deenar, but

Mallek Ahmed coming to his afiiftance, he retired towards Bieder,

where he received alTurances of fupport from Koottub al Moolk, and

Ummad al Moolk ; upon which Duftoor Deenar and Ahmed Mallek

retired, without hazarding an adion, to their capitals. The year

following, Adil Shaw fent embaffies to Mallek Ahmed and Ummad
al Moolk, obferving, that Dekkan was too fmall a country to main-

tain fo many independant powers, that therefore they, out of regard

to the happinefs and fecurity of their pofterity, fhould form a ftrid:

alliance, and endeavour, in conjundtion with each other, to extend

their dominions. After much negotiation, it was agreed among the

three princes, that Ummad al Moolk fhould have Mahore, Ramgeer,

and all the territory then in pofTeffion of Khodawund Khan Hubfhee

;

that Mallek Ahmed fhould have Dowlutabad, Antore, Kalneh, and

all the country beyond them to the borders of Guzarat. Adil Shaw

for his fhare was to take the territories of Dufloor Deenar and Ein al

Moolk. Cafim Bereed was to have the country of fultan Kooilee

Koottub al Moolk, with the capital of Ahmedabad Bieder, and a

fmall circle of lands round it. By this treaty, no power was to inter-

fere with the plan of the other, but all join to enforce that laid down

in the partition agreement.

Adil Shaw, in purfuance of the plan, to be certain if Ein al

Moolk was attached to his views, difpatched a firmaun, commanding

him to his prefence, which, before, he had always done by letters of

equality and requefl. Ein al Moolk received the firmaun with joyful

fubmiflion, declaring, that now he was convinced Adil Shaw regarded

him as loyal, from his putting his attachment to the teil of trial. He
made a feflival of a week in the fort of Goa on the occafion, and

repaired with fix thoufand horfe to Beejapore, where Adil Shaw

E e received
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received him as his fubjedl, exadling royal falutations from him, and

conferring upon him an honorary drefs, which he refpedtflilly re-

ceived, and fvvore allegiance.

Duftoor Deenar, apprehending his own deftruftion, applied to

Ameer Bereed, who had jufi then acceded to the miniftiy of fultan

Mhamood's affairs, on the death of his father Cafim Bereed, for his

protection from the fchemes of his enemies ; and the minifler fent

three thoufand horfe to his afliflance. Duftoor now encamped on the

banks of the Beemrah, and Khajeh Jehaun, who had parted from

Mallek Ahmed on the partition treaty, from which he was excluded

as a principal, thought it political to join the eunuch ; which he did,

with his brother and five thoufand horfe j Mallek Ahmed being then

engaged in taking Dowlutabad, and defending himfelf againft inva-

lions from Guzarat.

Adil Shaw, unmoved by the prefent fuperiority of the enemy's

numbers, colled:ed his troops ; and dividing liberally among them the

treafures he had taken from the Beejanuggur army, marched from

Beejapore, and encamped within ten miles of the enemy. The day

following, he prepared his army for battle, fending on an advanced

corps of two thoufand chofen horfe under Yas KooUi, brother of

Ghuzzunfir Beg, with direcftions to encamp within two miles of the

• enemy's line, and divert their attention by hovering parties. At the

fame time he fent a meifage to Duftoor Deenar, affuring him, that

fhould he, directed by the kinder influence of his ftars, agree to fub-

mit to his authority, both he and his dependants fhould receive the

higheft honours in his government i but if, impelled by folly and ill

fortune to refufe his gracious protection, he fhould turn away his

head from his offers, and be blinded by the veil of pride, he muft

abide by the chance of war.

Duftoor
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Duftoor, blinded by vanity to his real intereft, fent back a dif-

reipedtful anfwer, and detached a large body ofAbyffinian cavalry to

attack the advanced corps of Adil Shaw j but they were defeated with

great flaughter, and many elephants and horfes fell into the hands

of the vidtors. Adil Shaw the next morning advanced upon the

enemy, and drew up his army near their camp, in the following

order : Ghuzzunfir Beg commanded on the right wing, Hyder Beg

Tubbreezee on the left, and Mirza Jehangeer Koomi had charge of

an advanced body. The fultan, with a chofen band, took his poft

in the center. Duftoor Deenar alfo, proud of his numbers, drew

out his troops, moflly covered with iron armour, after the manner of

Hind ; difpofing his elephants in different parts, and all his artillery

and machines for battering in front. The anxious for reputation on

both fides now lighted up the flames of conflitft. Mirza Jehangeer

advanced firfl, with the velocity of lightning, on the enemy, .and

fcorched up the flores of their exiftence with the burning blafl of an-

nihilation. Ghuzzunfir Beg and Hyder Beg, charging from the

right and left, attacked together, with fuch refifllefs fury, that

nothing could withfland their charge. By the bleffing of the eternal

aufpices and the royal fortune, Dufloor Deenar fell in the field, and

his troops fled, overwhelmed in defeat and terrors. Ghuzzunfir

Beg, who had received a fevere wqund, kneeling down with the refl

of the amras, performed the ceremonies of congratulation, and

waved money and jewels over the fultan's head in offering for the

victory . Adil Shaw, kifling his eyes and forehead, clafped his noble

brother in embrace, and fuperintended the drefhng of his wounds j

but all was vain ; and the hero, according to the declarations of holy

writ, (When their death comes, they fhall not delay an inflant nor

abide) after three days and nights, having drank the fherbet of mar-

tyrdom, fpeeded to the world eternal.
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Adil Shaw was fincerely affeded at this heart-rending lofs ; but,

having performed the funeral rites, brightened his countenance with

E e 2 the
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the crimfon of patience and fortitude, from neceffity, and attending

to the important affairs of empire, poffeffed himfelf of Koolburga,

Saugher, and all the forts and territories of the defeated amra, which
he committed to officers in whom he could confide, and then return-

ed in triumph to Beejapore. On his arrival in that city, he raifed

Mirza Jehangeer and Hyder" Beg to the higheft rank of nobility, as

they had fliewn great gallantry in the action i and conferred honours

and gifts on all the officers and foldiers who had deferved them during

the war.

Being now arrived at the height of his wi/hes, as to worldly

power, Adil Shaw refolved to execute a work of religion, which he

A. D. 1502. had determined on in his mind for many years. In the year 908, he

held a grand aflembly of his principal fubjedls, and calling Mirza

Jehangeer and Hyder Beg, who were ofthe " fheea fedt, as alfo fyed

Ahmed Herdee and other learned men of that perfualion, addreifed

them, faying, that when the prophet, appearing to him in a vifion,

had hailed him with the prefage of his prefent dignity, he had then

vowed, if his dream proved true, to promulgate the faith of the

'' Imaums, and grace the pulpit with proclamation of their titles

;

that alfo, when Heemraaje and Bahadur Geelanee had invaded his

territories, and nearly feized the reins of government from his hands,

he had renewed his vow, therefore wilhed to have their opinions if

the prefent was a fit time for performance.

The affembly unanimoufly broke out into prayers for the prof-

perity of his houfe j after which, fome approved of his holy zeal,

others,

» The Mahummedans are divided into two grand feds, foonis and fheeas. The
former contend, that Omar was the legal fucceflbr of the prophet as head of the

church ; and the latter give it to Alee, Mahummud's fon in law. This divifion,

which alfo gave rife to many other difFerences, has often caufed much bloodflied

among the muffulmauns.

* Immediate defcendants of Alee.
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Others, more cautious, obferved, that his power was yet but in in-

fancy } that fultan Mhamood, though weak, was flill the acknow-
ledged lawful monarch of Dekkan j that moil even among his own
nobles, were Turks, Dekkanees, and Abyffinians, of the fooni fed:,

as were alfo the furrounding powers of Dekkan, Mallek Ahmed,
Ummad al Moolk, and Ameer Bereed, all zealous for their faith j

therefore, that it was more than probable an oppofition too great to

be overcome by his fingle authority, would attend an invafion of the

eftablifhed religion. Adil Shaw, after a fhort paufe of refledlion,

replied, that he had pledged himfelf to God, who had raifed him by

his bleffings to royal power, and did not doubt but, on performance

of his vow, the fame gracious arm would be his protedor. At this

inftant news arrived, that Shaw Ifmaeel SufFewee had eftabliflied the

fheea rites in Perfia, which confirmed Adil Shaw, who was a difciple

of that houfe, in his determination ; and he took meafures without

delay to put it into execution.
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On an appointed day, he went in great pomp to the grand

mofque in the citadel of Beejapore j and Nukkeeb Khan, one of the

venerable iyeds of Medina, by his command afcending the pulpit

firft, in the call to prayer cried aloud, agreeably to the fheea faith,

** I bear teftimony that Alee is the friend of God :" after which he

read the khootbah in the names of the twelve Imaums. Adil Shaw

was the firft perfon who dared to perform thefe ceremonies of the

fheea fed publickly in Hindooftan. Notwithftanding this bold

attempt, out of prudence, he did not permit the populace to utter

fcandalous and abufive expreflions of the '^ Sahabeh j fo that fanaticifm

and overbearing zeal were prevented from fpreading their poifonous.

venom. The learned difciples of '' Jaftier, and the eminently verfed

in the tenets of " Hunnefi and Shafee, lived together in friendlhip j and

m.

* Companions of the prophet, Omar, Aboubekker, and Ofman, whom the fheeas

abufe in their devotions, as ufurpers of the rights of Alee.

'' A do6tor of the flieea fe<a.

' Doctors of the fooni fe(Sl.
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in the mofques of ditterent fedts, each worihipped the trae God,

according to his own faith, without interference in the ceremonies

or opinions of each other. The holy teachers and pious reclufe were

aftoniihed at this well-regulated moderation, and attributed it to an

almoft miraculous ability in the wife fultan. The author of thefe

(heets recolledls an anecdote applicable to this circumftance, which

he thinks proper to infert for the information of his readers.

Molana Gheaus ad Dien, a very celebrated divine of Perfia, much
refpedted for his abilities and purity of life, was once afked by fultan

Ibrahim, Which was the befl of all the various fedts of Iflaam ? He
replied, Suppofe a great monarch to be feated in a palace, with

many gates leading to it, and through whichever you enter you fee

the fultan, and can obtain admiflion to his prefence. Your bulinefs

is with the prince, and not with thofe at his gate. Sultan Ibrahim

again afked him. Which, in his opinion, was the beft of all faiths ?

He replied, that the beft man of every faith in his iaea followed the

beft faith. This obfervation pleafed Ibrahim, who conferred upon

the Molana large gifts.

It is related, that when Eufuif Adil Shaw read the khootbah after

the ceremonial of the flieeas, and eftablifhed their tenets at Beejapore,

many of the principal chiefs, as Direa Khan, Fukhir al Moolk
Turk, and others, embraced the fame faith as their fovereign ; but

fome being rigid foonis, were much difgufted, and expreflea delires

of quitting his fervice ; of which Adil Shaw being informed, laid

before them the tolerating maxim of " My faith for myfelf, and
** your faith for yourfelves," in fuch a convincing manner, that they

became fatisfied. But as he was jealous of the great influence and

power of Ein al Moolk, he deprived him of the chief command of

his army, and the diftridts he had held from Bahadur Geelaneej

giving him Sukker, Ahrra, and Balgoan in Aeir room, with leave

to retire from court, and follow his own opinions in religious matters.

All
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AH the fooni nobility had licenfe alfo in their own jaghires to read

the khootbah in the names of the Sahabeh ; and no oppolition was
made to their exercifing their pubhck worfliip. Notwithftanding

this compliance, the fultan kept fpies over every nobleman, that he
might be informed of all his motions.

Mallek Ahmed Beheree and Ameer Bereed, who were Arid and
zealous followers of the foonnut, were much enraged at the innova-

tion on the eftablifhed faith of Dekkan, Ipoke openly of it in re-
proachful terms; and at length, forming an alliance, invaded the

dominions of Adil Shaw, to punifh him for what they deemed
apoftacy. Ameer Bereed pofleffed himfelf of Kinjoutee and many of
the diftridis taken from Duftoor Deenar, and Mallek Ahmed fent

ambaffadors to Beejapore peremptorily demanding the delivery of the
fortrefs of Nuldirruk. Adil Shaw, fired by this attack upon his

dominions, fent back a fharp anfwer, and moving immediately to

Kinjoutee, regained pofleffion. Sultan Mhamood and Ameer Bereed

now requefled aids from Koottub al Moolk, Umiiiad al Moolk, and
Khodawund Khan Hubfhee. Koottub al Moolk, though fecretly of

the fheea fed, yet, in compliance with the times and at the infli-

gation of the amras of Telingana, moved towards the court of

Mhamood Shaw ; but Ummad al Moolk and Khodawund Khan
made excufes, and would not join in the league. Ameer Bereed

upon this difpatched his fon Jehangeer Khan to Ahmednuggur, with

fucli powerful remonftrances, that Mallek Ahmed without delay

marched to join him with ten thoufand horie and a powerful train of

artillery; which, added to the troops of Bereed and Khoottub al

Moolk, made a very formidable army. Sultan Mhamood was placed

nominally at the head of the allies. Adil Shaw thinking it unfafe to

engage them in a pitched battle with his inferior force, fent his fon

Ifmaeel, then an infant of five years, with all his treafures and ele-

phants, from Allind to Beejapore; committing the care of that

city and the fole diredion of aitairs to Kummaul Khan Dekkanee.

Having
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Having ftationed Direa Khan and Fukhir al Moolk Turk to protect

Koolburga, he himfelf, attended by Ein al Moolk Canaanee and

many foreign officers, with fix thoufand horfe firmly devoted to his

fervice, marched with expedition towards Beer, burning and deftroy-

ing the country as he pafTed. Mallek Ahmed, feeing his territories

attacked, moved with fultan "Mhamood and the allies in purfuit of

Adil Shaw, who had taken this meafure to prevent the invalion of

his own country. Adil Shaw always avoided an engagement, but

hovered round the allied army, haraffing their followers and cutting

off their fupplies. Being however at length exhaufted with fatigue,

he, after plundering the environs round Dowlutabad, retired into

Eerar, depending on the friendfhip of Ummad al Moolk, who was

encamped with an army near Kaweel, refolved to obferve a ftri<5t

neutrality, and attend only to the protection of his own territories.

He received Adil Shaw with kindnefs ; but as he knew the allies

would invade Berar if he kept him with him, advifed his retiring to

Boorahanpore, till fome fcheme could be devifed of breaking the

league formed againft him ; which might eafily be done, if he would

for the prefent order the fooni rites to be re-eflablifhed at Beejapore.

Adil Shaw complied with his advice, fent proper orders to Kum-
maul Khan, and taking leave of his friend, departed for Boora-

hanpore, where he was received with kindnefs by the fultan of

Khandeflie.

Ummad al Moolk now fent one of his neareft relations to Mallek

Ahmed and Koottub al Moolk, obferving, that it was clear to him.

Ameer Bereed had ufed religion only as a pretence to ruin Adil Shaw
and poffefs himfelf of the kingdom of Beejapore ; that if, now he

was mafter only of a fmall territory, he performed fuch plans by the

nominal authority of the fultan as none of them were equal to, their

remaining independant in Dekkan would become impoffible, fliould

he acquire fo rich a territory. He obferved, that no man had any
concern in the religious opinions of another, and that every one

would
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would be called to account for his adions at the day of refurredion j

but that, laying afide that coniideration, Eufutt Adii Shaw had

retradted his profeffion of the flieca opinions, and fent orders to

reilore the fooni rites in Beejapore j fo that no pretence now remain-

ed for continuing the war. Therefore he advifed them, inrtead of

injuring themfelves by being made the dupes of an artful miniller,

to retire to their own dominions. Mallek Ahmed and Koottub al

Moolk, who paid great refpe£t to the advice of this aged and ex-

perienced ftatefman, were convinced of its propriety; and on the

fame night in which they received it, without taking leave of

Mhamood Shaw, began their retreat to their own territories.

Ameer Bereed, not warned by tliis defertion of the allies, had

the folly to apply to Ummad al Moolk for his affiftance to invade

Beejapore, and fuffered himfelf to be kept fome days in negotiation j

till, at length, Adil Shaw arriving at Kaweel from Boorahanpore, he

faw the dangerous fituation to which he was betrayed by his credu-

lity, and fled with the fultan, attended only by a few followers,

leaving his camp ftanding, which was plundered by the two friends.

Adil Shaw, having taken leave of Ummad al Moolk, returned to

Beejapore after an abfence of three months ; and, being now fecure

from all enemies, reftored thepublick exercife ofthe fheea faith, and

bent his mind to the improvement of his dominions, without meditat-

ing further conquefts. He fent fyed Ahmed Herraee, with prefents

and declarations of attachment, to Shaw Ifmael SufFewi, emperor of

Perfia, with accounts of his fuccefs in eflablifhing the fheea religion.

In the year 915, the chriilians (Portuguefe) furprized the town A. D. 1509.

of Goa, and put to death the governor, with many muffulmauns.

Upon intelligence of which, Adil Shaw, with three thoufand chofen

men, Dekkanees and foreigners, marched with fuch expedition, that

he came upon the Europeans unawares, retook the fort, and put

many to death ; but fome made their efcape in their fhips out to fea.

F f The
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The government and fecurity of Goa being provided for, Adil Shaw

returned to his capital, and died in that city of a dropfical diforder,

after he had reigned with great profperity twenty one years, in the

feventy fifth year of his age. Tahir Shaw relates, that he was in-

formed by fyed Ahmed Herraee, who had lived long at the court of

Adil Shaw, that he was a wife prince, well acquainted with man-
kind, very handfome in his perfon, and eloquent of fpeech, eminent

for his learning, liberality, and valour. He wrote elegantly, and

was a good judge of poetical merit, often compoling verfes himfelf.

His tafte and fkill in mufic were fuperior to thofe of moll of the

maflers of his time, whom he encouraged by princely rewards to

attend him ; and he performed exquilitely on the ^ timboor and '' oode.

He would frequently iing to them extempore verfes. He mixed

pleafure with bufinefs, but never for the former negledted the latter ;

always warning his minifters to ad: with juflice, integrity, and ho-

nour, and by his own example and attention exciting their emulation.

He invited many learned men and valiant officers from Perlia,Tartary,

and Turky, alfo eminent artifts, to his court, and made theni eaiy

under the Ihade of his bounty. He furrounded Beejapore with a

jftrong wall of ftone. He left behind him four children, the prince

Ifmaeel and three daughters, all by one mother, originally a Hin-
doo, fifler to a Mharatta chief, taken in war. Being of exquifite

beauty, great underftanding, and engaging manners, Adil Shaw,

after her embracing the lilaam faith, married her, and gave her the

title of Boobojee Khanim. His eldeft daughter was married to Nizam
Shaw, the fecond to Shekh Alia ad Dien Ummad al Moolk, and the

third to fultan Ahmed Shaw, fon of Mhamood Shaw Bhamenee.

SULTAN

» A fort of lute.

•• A fmall kind of guitar.
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SULTAN

ABOU AL FATTEH ISMAEEL ADIL SHAW.

ISMAEEL Adil Shaw upon his acceffion being too young to direA

the affairs of his kingdom, the guidance of adminiftration was com-
mitted to Kummaul Khan Dekkanee. He had been one of the

principal nobles of Mhamood Shaw Bhamenee, but, on Eufuff Adil

Shaw's alTuming independance, was won over to his intereft, and

appointed his * meer nobut ; after which, fhewing diftinguifhed gal-

lantry and activity in the battle againft Heemraaje, he rofe in credit

and influence above all the other minifters. EufuffAdil Shaw, upon

his death bed, added the ofBce of regent, during the minority of his

fon, to his former dignities j and earneflly advifed and entreated

Direa Khan, Fukhir al Moolk, Mirza Jehangeer, Hyder Beg, and

the reft of the nobility, to a ftrid: friendfhip and agreement with

him, as alfo among themfelves. On this account the above amras

held him as their fuperior, and, leaving all affairs to his direction,

obeyed him as regents
I

Kummaul Khan, on the commencement of his authority,^ dif-

played good condud. He reftored the fooni exercife of religion,

ftudied to gain the affedtions of the publick, and by his condefcen-

fions procured the attachment of the nobility. He obferved modera-

tion and agreement with the families ofNizam Shaw, Koottub Shaw,

and Bereed Shaw. He made peace with the Europeans, who, after

F f 2 the

* Commander in chief.
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the retreat ofEufuffAdil Shaw, had befieged Goa, and regained it

by giving large bribes to the governor, juft on the acceffion of the

infant king, on condition that they fhould be fatisfied with the ifland

alone, and not moleft the towns and diftric^is. Accordingly, fince

that tinie, the Portuguefe have kept poiTeffion of Goa, and, obferv-

ing the treaty, have not made any encroachments on the Adil

Shawee territories.

KummaulKhan, after thus fettling the welfare of the kingdom,

held the regency with eafe and fatisfadion ; and Direa Khan and**

Fukhir al Moolk dying the year following, he divided their jaghires

among his own relations and dependants, procuring for each ho-

nours and offices j taking alfo fome pergunnahs from the eftates of

Mirza Jehangeer and Hyder Beg, to beftow upon his own followers.

The lands of thofe officers who died, or were convidled of crimes, he

confifcated, and gave them to his own creatures 3 by thefe means

encreafing and confirming his power till at laft he became giddy with

dreams of vanity, and his evil imagination formed ambitious deiires

of royalty.

The ambition of treacherous minifters had already proved fatal to

the » lawful kings of Dekkan. Heemraaje was the firft ufurper. He
had poifoned the young raja of Beejanuggur, fon of Sheoroy, and

made his infant brother a tool to his defigns ; by degrees overthrow-

ing the ancient nobihty, and at length eftabliftiing his own abfolute

authority over the kingdom. Cafim Bereed and others had reduced

fultan Mhamood to nominal royalty, and at length read their own

names in the khootbah.

Kummaul Khan, tempted by thefe fuccefsful examples, when he

had gained the requifites to power and dignity, addrelTed himfelf

artfully to Ameer Bereed, obferving, that if he wiilied to extend his

poiTeffions,
* The Bhamence dynafty.
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pofTeflions, the favourable opportunity now offered, as Ahmednug-

gur was held by the hands of a weak infant ; and Ummad al Moolk,

Sovereign of Kaweel, being immerfed in youthful pleafures, had no

inclination for military glory ; therefore, if he would receive him

among the number of his friends, and allow of his claims to royalty,

he would in return aflift his views of conqueft. Ameer Bereed em-

braced the propofal with joy, as he had for years been fecretly wifh-

ing for opportunity to extend his power ; and a treaty of alliance,

ofFenfive and defenfive, was immediately concluded. It was ftipu-

lated, that all the country conquered from Dufloor Deenar, as

Koolburga, Allind, Kinjoutee, and Nuldirruk, to the banks of the

Beemrah, fhould be ceded to Bereed ; and Beejapore, Kokun, Mud-
kul, and Roijore, with other places, be confirmed to Kummaul
Khan, who might depofe, or even put to death, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw,

and proceed to reduce Sholapore and the country belonging to Zien

Khan.

Ameer Bereed, having confined fultan Mhamood in his palace

under charge of his fons, moved to Koolburga ; and Kummaul Khan,

imprifoning Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, with his mother Boobojee Khatoon,

in the citadel of Beejapore, marched with a great force to Sholapore,

which he befieged for three months ; and no relief coming from

Ahmednuggur, Zien Khan, on receiving fecurity for the fafety of his

family and wealth, delivered it up to him, with the five dependant

diftrid:s. Bereed, who was then befieging Koolburga, after receiv-

ing from the Adil Shawee officers the places ceded to him by Kum-
maul Khan, fent him a congratulatory letter on his fuceefs ; upon

which the regent, more haughty than before, returned to Beejapore

to finifh the ufurpation he had meditated, by dethroning his fove-

reign, and feizing the kingdom.
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Kummaul Khan, upon his arrival at Beejapore, brought the young

fultan once for form fake to receive the compliments of the court in

the
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tlie durbar. To flrengthen his own party, he fuddenly iilued orders

to reduce the * khaffeh khiel from three thoufand foreign troops to

three hundred; commanding all the reft to quit Beejapore in a week,

under penalty of forfeiting life and property to the ftate. The un-

fortunate exiles haftened with all fpeed to various parts, to avoid his

tyranny, and the regent, as no obftacle now lay in his way, imitating

the rules of the court of Nizam Shaw, to give more confequence and

dignity to his fervice, ordered the amras of a thoufand to be ftiled

nobles of three thoufand, and to eftablifh the korawat, or hiring of

temporary cavaliy. When Kummaul Khan, by this mancEuvre, had

raifed an army of twenty thoufand horfe, he called together his crea-

tures on the firft of Suffir, in the year 917, to confult with them

upon a lucky day for his depofing Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, and proclaim-

ing his own name in the khootbah at Beejapore. After much
debate, the firft of the enfuing month, Rubbi al Awill, was fixed as

the day propitious to his defignsj the traitor little fuppofing, that

the recorders of providence were then penning the concluding pages

of the journal of his vain-glorious life.

The young fultan and his mother, though much alarmed at the

intelligence of the regent's daring ambition, notwithftanding the

fmall number of their friends, raifed their minds to deftroy the un-

grateful rebel. As providence had decreed the prefervation of the

Adil Shawee family, and its long fway of royal power, fome aftro-

logers reprefented to Kummaul Khan, that from the appearance of

the heavenly bodies, certain days of the prefent month were very

unfavourable to his defigns ; therefore he would do well to clothe

himfelf v/ith the armour of caution, and ftrid;ly avoid the company
ofany perfons he had the leaft caufe to Mpe&. of dilaffedion. The
regent, imprefi!ed with their remarks, on the days pointed out as

unlucky, committed the charge of the, city to his own dependants;
and having chofen an apartment in the citadel clofe to the royal

palace,
* Corps of royal guards.
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palace, fhut himfelf up, with only his own family and principal

officers,, keeping all the gates of the fort ftrongly barred within, and

guards without. He himfelf remained in one room conftantly for

fome days, pretending a fevere head-ache, to excufe his retirement j

thinking by this prudence, which providence fmiled at, to evade its

decrees.

The queen mother, inwardly rejoicing at the meafures of the

regent, fo favourable to the plan fhe had formedto deflroy hiin, pre-

pared to carry her defigns into execution, and applied for affiflance to

EufufF Turk, the fofter father of Ifmaeel Shaw, who had been

treated with great indignity, and mortally hated Kummaul Khan.
The old officer, in reply to the queen's requeft, faid, that inftead of

one life devoted to the fervice of his prince, he lamented he had

not a thoufand to facrifice for him j but that againft eight thoufand

Dekkanees and Abyffinians, it was clear to all, one man could eiFe<5l

nothing. The queen replied, that if he would rifque his lingle life

for his matter's fafety, the traitor and his fchemes would fall together.

Eufuff Khan anfwered, that as he knew his life would be taken the

inftant Kummaul Khan {hould afcend the throne, he preferred giving

it honourably in ranfom for his fovereign's, which would acquire him
immortal reputation among the illuftrious faithful, and defired to be

informed how he could be ufeful.
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The queen then fent for an old female attendant of her own,

whom fhe knew to be employed as a fpy upon her acftions by Kum-
maul Khan, and pretending to be under great uneafinefs at the

reports of his indifpofition, fent her with "a fum of money, as an

offering for his fafety, to make enquiries of his health. When the

old woman had left her and gone fome paces, fhe called out, as ifon

fudden recollection, that EufufF Turk was very much deprefTed, and

wifhed

» It is cuftomary in India, when princes are ill to fend them money, which is

diftributed to the poor.
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wiihed to make a pilgrimage to Mecca -, therefore fhe defired flie

would take him with her, and prevail on Kummaul Khan to give

him leave, and a ^ betel of difmiliion v/ith his own hand, which fhe

fliould regard as a favour done to herfelf. The fpy confented i and

going firft in to Kummaul Khan, delivered the queen's prefent and

meffage in fuch a manner, that the regent was highly pleafed, and

gave orders to admit Eufuff. The Turk on his entrance, with great

humility, made his obeifance, and uttered feveral flattering fpeeches,

which pleafed Kummaul Khan, who called him nearer to him, at

the fame time reaching out his arm to give him a betel. EufufF ad-

vanced, '' putting his hands under the cloth that covered his fhoulders,

as if to receive it with the cuftomary refpedt. The regent had

ftretched his hand to put the betel on the cloth, when EufuiF, with

the quicknefs of lightning, plucking out a dagger concealed under-

neath, flabbed him in the breaft with all his force, fo that he fell

down and expired immediately with a loud groan -, upon which the

attendants rufhed upon Eufuff, and cut him to pieces with their

fwords, together with the old woman, who they fuppofed had ad;ed

in concert with the murderer.

The mother of Kumn-aul Khan, a woman of daring fpirit, com-
manded the attendants to refrain from clamour ; and placing the body

drefiedout, fupported by pillows, on a mufnud, in a balcony of the

palace, as if to receive compliments from the court, inftrudted the

regent's fbn, Suifder Khan, to go down and command the guards,

as if from his father, to fun-ound the royal haram and feize Ifinaeel

Adil. Shaw ; alfo to fend orders to the troops without the citadel to

allemble under arms, as his father would fhortly aflume the royal

dignities, and appear on a baftion of the citadel to receive thecom-
pliments of the people and army, as their fbvereign prince.

SiifFder

* The betel is given by fuperiors, on difmiffion to their fervants, as a tcken ofregard.
•• An inferior prefenting or receiving any thing, puts a cloth on his hands, as if their

~touch would contaminate the offering or gift.
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SuiFder Khan thinking the force within fufficient to take the

young fultan prifoner, kept the gates of the citadel fhut, and with

his relations and followers, armed with mufquetry, fabres, ipears,

bows and arrows, advanced to the apartments where the prince

refided with his mother and family. The queen, apprehending that

EufufFTurk had failed in his attempt, and that Kummaul Khan out of

refentment had haftened his operations to dethrone her fon, thought

it beft to pretend ignorance of Eufuff 's defigns, and endeavour to

avert the ftorm by flattery and fubmiflion ; but the fultan's fofler

aunt, DiKhaad Aggeh, who had come from Perfia to Hindooftan in

the latter part of the reign of EufufF Adil Shaw, remarked, that in

fuch a crifis as the prefent valour and fortitude were required, in-

ftead of fubmiflion and entreaties. She then ordered the doors to be

fhut, and fent out her eunuch Mallek Sundul to the few of her

countrymen on duty in the outer court of the haram, informing them,

that Kummaul Khan, meditating the depofal of Ifmaeel Adil Shaw

their fovereign, and of the fame nation as themfelves, was advancing

to afl"afl!inate him with the whole royal family, and convert the gar-

den of empire to a roofl: ofravens and birds of prey ; that if they were

men of honour, they fhould not regard the fuperiority of the enemy,

but valiantly aflTifl; their prince againfl: the traitor i who, by the divine

blefling, would be overwhelmed in the enormity of accurfed ingra-

titude, and that they would gather the flowers of glorious vi<^ory

in the field of fidelity.
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The guards bound the belts of refoiution on their waifls, and

touching the ground of loyalty with their foreheads, declared their

vows of fupport and defence of their young fovereign. Dilfhaad

Aggeh and Boobojee Khatoon now came out, in the dreflTes of men
in compleat armour, with bows and arrows in their hands attending

on Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, who had the yellow umbrella of his father

held over him by a Turkifh woman, named MurtuiFeh Aggeh, and

joined the guards.

G g SufFder
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Suitder Khan, who was endeavouring to force tlie gates, was

oppofed by the Turks from the wall with arrows, and the young ful-

tan, with the women, afTifted in perfon ; but the enemy's fuperiority

was fo great, that the httle band of gallant Turks had no chance,

many of them were killed by mufquet balls, and the reft falling

back, a mournful cry of deipair ifTued from the apartments of the

women. Juft then, Muftapha Khan and Secunder Khan Koomi,

who had formerly the charge of the citadel, and whom Kummaul
Khan thinking weak and humble had not molefted, hearing of the

difturbance, haftened with fifty Dekkanee matchlock men to the wall

of the mahal, and, hailing Dilftiaad Aggeh, afcended the terrace,

and joined her party againft the rebels ; v\ ho, though now kept at

bay, could not be driven off, and many perfons fell on both lides.

Dilfhaad privately fent a fervant over the wall into the city to inform

all the foreigners and others of the danger to which the fultan was

expofed from the treachery of his minifter, entreating them to haften

to his affiftance, and fhe would admit them over a baftion behind the

palace. The rebels not knowing of this accefs, many of her friends

mounted by ropes thrown over by Dilfliaad, till at laft they amounted
to one hundred and fifty foreign archers, fifty matchlock men, nine-

teen Turkifh ilaves, and twenty five Abyflinians, all refolute to de-

fend their prince. DilHiaad, with a veil on her head, fought with

them, and by animating fpeeches encouraged their ardour, promifing

that the fultan would reward them all by high honours. Suffder

Khan, feeing that the defenders encreafed in numbers, fent out a
party to prevent more entering, and made a fierce attack with five

hundred men, bringing alfo cannon to batter down the walls of the

haram. Many of the defendants fell, and all the Dekkanees and
Abyfiinians threw themfelves in a panic over the battlements. The
foreigners now, by the advice of Dilftiaad, fat down filent under cover

of the parapet wall ; and Sufixier Khan, judging they had fled alfo,

broke open the outer doors of the mahal, and entered the court j but

as he was endeavouring to force the other, the gallant Dilfhaad fired a

volley
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volley of fhot and arrows from the terrace above, which did great

execution, killing and wounding Ibme principal rebels. An arrow

alfo pierced the eye of SufFder Khan, who ran under a wall over

which the fultan himfelf ^vas ftanding j and the royal youth, knowing

his perfon, rolled down a heavy flone from the terrace, which crufh-

ed him to death as he lay couched to avoid the lliot. The troops,

feeing their chief killed, ran to the houfe of Kummaul Khan, where

they learned that he alfo was dead ; upon which they opened the

gates of the citadel and fled different ways. Khufferoo Khan Turk,

a faithful flave of the late fultan, dreading the numbers of the eneniy

without, fhut the gates again, and by the orders of Dilfhaad fent the

heads of the father and fon with a guard by a fally port, to be car-

ried through the ftreets of the city, for the information of the people.

Mahummud Ein al Moolk, w^ho had given his daughter to SufFder

Khan in marriage, and all the principal friends of the regent, quit-

ting their houfes and effedls, made their efcape as expeditioully as

poflible out of the city. When the capital was cleared of the rebels,

the fultan came out with the funeral proceflion of his fofler father

EufufF, whofe body he depofited near the tomb of the venerable

' Ein ad Dien Juneedee, at which he alfo paid his refpeds ; and

diftributing great alms, ordered a dome to be ereded over it, and a

mofque near, for the fupport of which lands were allotted. During

his whole reign, he went conftantly once a month to vilit the tomb

of the faithful Eufuif. Towards evening he returned mounted on an

elephant into the citadel.

235

The next day, early in the morning, the fultan afcended the

throne, and gave general audience, at which all the officers of the

court and inhabitants of the city paid their compliments, and made

offerings according to their rank and ability. Exprefs letters were

dilpatched to the furrounding powers, with accounts of the punifh-

ment of the regent, and the happy efcape of the fultan from his

G g 2 treacherous

'' A celebrated tnuflulmaun divinet
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treacherous defigns. Ameer Bereed, upon receiving the information,

immediately raifed the liege of Koolburga ; but Heemraaje, who
had taken advantage of the times to invade the fultan's dominions,

ftill continued before Roijore ; which at laft was given up to him by

the garrifon, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw being too much employed in reftor-

ing the domeftic affairs of government, to aiford it timely relief.

The fultan firft raifed thofe who had affifted him in the late crilis

to high honours, and fent letters of invitation to Mirza Jehangeer,

Scbejung, Hyder Beg, and other noblemen, who had fled from the

perfecutions of Kummaul Khan to diiferent parts, to return to his

court and refume their employments. With mercy, becoming a

great king, he drew the line of forgivenefs over the crimes of the

regent's mother and his family, who had been taken prifoners, and,

giving them a confiderable fum of money, ordered them to leave his

territories. The aftrologers, who had foretold fo truly the danger

of Kummaul Khan, he took into his own employment. The
veterans of his father flocking from all quarters to his court, he had

foon a gallant body of Turks and Moguls in his fervice. KhufTeroo

Turk, who had affifl:ed in his late deliverance, was honoured with

the title of Afliid Khan, and had Balgoan conferred upon him in jag-

hire. The fultan had vowed that he would not entertain any Dek-
kanees or Abyfl[inians in his fervice ; and he kept this promife for

near twelve years, keeping none but foreigners ; till at length, at

their requeft, he admitted their children to be received into the army,

and afterwards by degrees confented to entertain fuch Afghauns and

Raajepoots as were not born in Dekkan, the rule againfl whom, was

rigidly obferved till the reign of Ibrahim Adil Shaw,

Mirza Jehangeer, on his return *to court, having the diflrifts of

Koolburga conferred upon him, drove out the forces of Ameer
Bereed with the flaughter of four hundred men, retook the forts

of Nufl'erutabad, Saugher, and Ahngur, wholly regaining all the

country
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country taken from Beejapore during the regency of Kummaul Khan.

Ameer Bereed, fired with his loffes, fent firmauns in the name of

fultan Mhamood to all the fovereigns of Dekkan, demanding affift-

ance j upon which, * Boorahan Nizam Shaw, '' fultan Koolli Koottub

Shaw, and ' Alia ad Dien Ummad Shaw, each fent troops to join the

royal ftandard. In the year 920, Ameer Bereed obliged the fultan to A. D. 1514.

move from Ahmedabad at the head of the allies, coniifting of twenty

five thoufand horfe, towards Beejapore, and committed every wafte

and depredation on the country in his route.

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, out of policy, remained in his capital; letting

the enemy advance without oppofition to AUapore, a town built by

Eufuif Adil Shaw, within a mile and half of Beejapore j when he

marched out of the city at the head of twelve thoufand horfe, all

foreigners. Notwithftanding the great fuperiority of the enemy, he

defeated them fo completely, that the allies fled, leaving behind

them Mhamood Shaw and his fon fultan Ahmed, who had fallen

from their horfes in the aaion. All the baggage of the fugitives fell

into the hands of the vidtors ; and Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, on hearing of

the fituation of the princes, went to pay his obeiiance to them as his

fuperiors, prefented offerings of horfes with furniture fet with jewels,

and would have conduced them in magnificent palanquins to Beeja-

pore, that they might be freed from the oppreffion of Ameer

Bereed. Mhamood Shaw not confenting to enter the city, encamped

near Allapore ; where he remained fome time to recover of a bruife

he had fuftained in his fall, and afterwards demanded Bibi Sutti, After

to Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, for his fon fultan Ahmed, to whom fhe was

efpoufed. Ifmaeel Adil Shaw confenting, Koolburga was appointed

for celebrating the nuptials, and both fultans repaired to it in com-

pany with great pomp. The ceremony of marriage was performed

with

Of Ahmednuggur.
" Of Golconda.

« Of Berar.
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with royal magniticence, and the bride being delivered to fultaa

Ahm^d, Ilmaeel Adil Shaw fent five thoufand horfe to attend them,

with the fultan Mhamood Shaw, to Ahmedabad, which was deferted

by Ameer Bereed on their approach ; fo that the fultan for fome time

had the pleafure of liberty, and releafe from the controul of a minif-

ter : but the Beejapore troops had no fooner left him, than Ameer

Bereed returned, and refumed the charge of affairs, as before.

Some years before this, the emperor of Periia, Shaw Ifmaeel

SufFewi, had fent ambafladors to the powers of Hindooftan, who had

been received with due refpe<ft by the roy of Beejanuggur and the

king of Guzarat. Sultan Mhamood alfo had received an ambaifador

to him with proper attention, and wilhed to difmifs him with royal

prefents ; but Ameer Bereed not confenting, the ambaffador wrote to

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, complaining of his being detained at Ahmedabad.

The fultan immediately demanded his difmiffion ; and accordingly,

having obtained his audience of leave, the ambaffador came to Beeja-

pore, where he was met by Ifmaeel Adil Shaw at Allapore, honoured

with rich prefents, and efcorted as far as the port of Dabul by a proper;,

guard, on his return to Periia. The emperor of Perfia, in acknow-

A. D. 1519. ledgment of this fervice to his ambaflador, in the year 925, fent

Ibrahim Beg Turkoman, an officer of his court, with letters and

prefents to Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, and among the latter was a fabre fet

with valuable jewels. The emperor in his letter addreffed him as a

fovereign prince. Ifmaeel Adil Shaw went twelve miles to meet the

ambaffador j and being highly gratified at the acknowledgment ofhis

royalty by fo great a monarch, received Ibrahim Beg with extraor-

dinary honours, ordered the march of victory to be founded, and com-
manded the officers of his army to wear fcarlet caps of twelve points,

it being the diftindion of the difciples of fhekh Suffi. He alfo

ordered, that on Fridays and holidays a prayer fhould be recited at the

fques for the royal family of Perfia.

In

mofci
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- In the year 927, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw made preparations for march- A, D. 1520,

ing to recover Mudkul and Roijore from the roy ofBeejanuggur ; who
gaining early intelligence of his deligns, moved with a great force,

and Rationed his camp on the banks of the Kiftnah, where he was

joined by many of his tributaries ; fo that his army amounted at leaft

to fifty thoufand horie, befides a vafthoft of foot. The fultan would

now have delayed his expedition, as the enemy pofTeffed all the

ferries of the Kiftnah, but that his tents were pitched, and it would

have been difgraceful to retra<ft from his declarations. He therefore

marched with feven thoufand horfe, all foreign, and encamped on the

bank of the river oppofite to the enemy, waiting to prepare floats to

crofs and attack them. Some days after his arrival, as he was

repofing in his tent, he heard one of his courtiers without the

' Screens reciting this verfe ; " Rife, and fill the golden gobletvvith

" the wine of mirth, before the cup itfelf fliall be laid in duft."

The fultan, infpired by the verfe, called his favourites before him,

and fpreading the carpet of pleafiire, amufed himfelf with mufic and

wine. When the banquet had lafled longer than reafonable, and

the fumes of the wine had exercifed their power, a fancy feized the

fultan to pafs the river and attack the enemy. He called his officers

before him, and enquired the reafon for the delay in preparing the

floats, and was anfwered, that one hundred were already finifhed,

and the refl: would be ready in a few days. The fultan, warm with

wine, refolved to crofs immediately ; and mounting his elephant,

without making his intentions known, proceeded to the river, as if

to reconnoitre, but fuddenly gave orders for as many of his troops as

could to go upon the rafts, and others to follow him on elephants

through the river. The officers reprefented the folly and danger of

precipitation ; but the fultan, without reply, plunged his own ele-

phant into the fl:ream, and was followed involuntarily by the amras

and their followers, on about two hundred and fifty elephants. By
great good fortune, all reached the oppofite fliore in fafety, and as

many

* The tents of the great in India are enclofed by walls, or ilcreens of cloth.
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many troops as could crofs on the floats at two embarkations had
time to arrive, when the enemy advanced to battle in fo great force,

as excluded every probable hope of efcape to the fultan, who had not

more than two thoufand men ready to oppofe thirty thoufand. The
heroes of Illaam, animated with one foul, made fo gallant a reliftance,

that above a thoufand of the infidels fell, among whom was Sungeet

Roy, the chief general of Beejanuggur; but at lail, harafled beyond

all power of oppofition, by cannon fliot, mufquetry, and rockets,

which deflroyed near half their numbers, the furvivors threw them-

felves into the river, in hopes of efcaping, and Nurfoo Bahadur and

Ibrahim Beg, who rode on the fame elephant with Ifmaeel Adil

Shaw, drove the animal acrofs the ftream ; but fo great was the cur-

rent, that except the royal elephant and feven foldiers, all the reft

were drowned. The fultan's raflinefs was heavily puniftied by fo

great a lofs. He took a folemn vow never to indulge in wine, till he

had revenged his defeat; and then, throwing away defpair, bufied his

mind in repairing this unfortunate mifcarriage.

As Mirza Jehangeer had fallen in the adion, the fultan confulted

with Afllid Khan on what meafures would be belt to take in the

prefentcrifis of his affairs. AiTud Khan replied, that as his lofs was

great, and the troops difpirited, it would be proper to retreat for the

prefent to Beejapore, and lay afide thoughts of revenge on the roy

of Beejanuggur, till he could ftrengtlien himfelf by alliances with

Nizam Shaw, and remove his natural enemy Ameer Bereed from his

borders ; after which, the puniihment of the infidels might be eafily

efFedled. The fultan, approving the advice, marched from the

Kiflnah to Beejapore, and conferring the dignity of * fippeh fallar on

AfTud Khan, added feveral diftridls to his jaghire, and made him his

principal advifer in all important aiFairs.

Syed Ahmed Herraee, who had formerly been fent as ambaflador

from the fultan to the emperor of Perfia, was now diipatched in that

capacity
* Commander in chief.
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capacity to Ahmednuggur, to ftrengthen the bonds of agreement
with that ftate ; and being met near the city by Shaw Tahir and all

the principal nobility, was introduced to fultan Boorahan Nizam
Shaw, and received with great favours. When letters and civilities

liad been repeatedly interchanged by the two fultans, an intervie^v

was fixed upon, and accordingly they met at the town of Sholapore.

Boorahan Nizam Shaw having afked in marriage the lifter of Ifmaeel

Adil Shaw, and the latter agreeing to grant his requeft, nuptial fefti-
-^'

vals were prepared, the princefs Mariem was efpoufed to him, and

the ceremonies of marriage concluded with great pomp and mag-
nificence. Presents of valuable curiofities, elephants, and horfes,

were given by both kings; and the royal rejoicings for the accom-
plifliment of the alliance continued the whole month of Rejib, ofthe

year 930 ; after which the royal brothers took leave, and returned A. D. 1523.

each to the capital of his own dominions.

It is related, that it was ftipulated in the treaty of alliance that

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw fhould give up, as the marriage portion of his

iifter, to Boorahan Nizam Shaw, the fort of Sholapore with its five

diftridls, taken by the late regent from Zien Khan ; but that tliis

article he delayed to perform, and Boorahan Shaw for fome time took

no notice of the breach of treaty ; but having the next year fecured

the affiftance of Ummad Shaw, fultan of Berar, and Ameer Bereed,

regent of Bieder, he marched to befiege Sholapore, and feize the

ceded pergunnahs, with forty thousand horfe.

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw having collefted ten thoufand foreign cavalry,

moved to oppofe the invafion j and both armies lay forty days

between the forts of Sholapore and Nuldirruk, at the diftance of four *

miles from each other, without coming to action. Three thoufand

foreign archers of Adil Shaw exerted themfelves daily in hovering

round the enemy's camp, and cutting off fupplies of provifions j in
"

which, and haraffing the foraging parties, they were very fuccefsful.

H h Khajeh
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Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, governor of Porundeh, vexed at this dil-

grace and the ina(5tivity of Nizam Shaw, without orders feparated

from the camp with four thoufand fele<5l Dekkanee cavalry, refolved

to furprize the archers. The following evening, the archers, after

a fatiguing excuriion round -the enemy's camp, had chofen their

pofl for the night on the banks of a rivulet ; and having picketted

their horfes, were unarming, and waiting for their fervants to drefs

their vidruals, unfufpeding any attack. The night had juft fhut in,

when Khajeh Jehaun arrived near, but was perceived at a little

diftance from the outpofts, by one of the foldiers, who had gone in

front on fome occafion. He immediately ran back and gave the

alarm ; upon which the archers took to their horfes, but before they

could all mount, Khajeh Jehaun charged, and killed about three

hundred. The reft made their efcape, by the fwiftnefs of their

horfes, and the Dekkanees returning from purfuit to the fpot on

which the archers had been encamped, difmounted, and employed

themfelves in plunder and eating the vid:uals, which had been left in

the pots on the fires. The archers, when they had rode out of dan-

ger of purfuit, rallied j and judging the Dekkanees would be off

their guard, refolved to furprize the camp of Nizam Shaw. They
accordingly moved, and the centinels, taking them for Khajeh

Jehaun's detachment returning to camp, which was alfo the cafe, let

them pafs. The archers, letting fly a fhower of arrows, wounded

Khajeh Jehaun, who fled with his followers into the camp. The
archers purfued, and made great flaughter in their way to the tents of

Nizam Shaw. A ftrange confufion now prevailed, friends could not

be diftinguifhed from foes, and the archers, when fatiated with

flaughter and plunder, retired with very little lofs. Early in the

morning, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw advanced to give battle to the enemy,

not recovered fully from the night's alarm. Nizam Shaw and Um-
mad Shaw drew up their line in great diforder and precipitation ; but

could not long fliand againfl the fierce attack of the Beejapore troops.

Ummad Shaw, being charged by Affud Khan, fled from the field

almoil
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almoll without making any oppoiition, and did not halt, except at

night, till he had reached his fort of Kaweel in Berar. Nizam Shaw
being joined, as he was on the point of giving way, by Ameer
Bereed, with fix thoufand horfe, all frefh, continued to oppofe for

fome time longer. At laft Kooldi Aga and Ifmaeel Aga, Turkifh

chiefs, with two thoufand horfe, gained the enemy's rear, and Afliid

Khan attacked the right wing at the fame time. This confufed the.

enemy much ; and Boorahan Nizam Shaw, overcome by the weight

of his armour, was near falling from his horfe through faintnefs;

upon which, fome Turkifh flaves, feeing his condition, led him from

the field, and the route of his army immediately became general.

About three thoufand men were flain in the purfuit, and the royal

ftandard of Nizam Shaw fell into the hands of Affud Khan. Forty

elephants, with many pieces of cannon, and all the tents and baggage,

became the prize of the vi(5lors. Many principal officers and nobles

fell on the fide of the vanquished. Kmaeel Adil Shaw, after his

vidtory, returned in triumph to Beejapore, where he made rejoicings

for a month together, and conferred rewards and magnificent drefles

on his nobility. He gave Afllid Khan five large and fix fmall ele-

phants, taken from Nizam Shaw, and doubled the pay of every

foidier in his army. To enable him to bear this expenfe, he divided

all the lands appropriated for the fupport of the royal haram among

his officers, and alfo half the duties of all his forts. Being one day

told that fome officers were fi;ill unprovided for, and the minifters, in

ai:ifwer to his injunctions to fatisfy them, obferving, that the treafury

could not maintain fo many troops on the eflablilhed pay, he afked,

what number of farms were collecSed under the heads ofhis wardrobe

and kitchen ? It was anfwered, four and twenty. Upon which he

commanded half to be divided to the troops, faying, that it was

better he ihould fuifer fome inconveniences, than they have reafon to

complain.

243
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In the year 935, Nizam Shaw, with x'^meer Bereed, again in-

vaded the territories of Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, againft the ftrongeft

remonflrances of his own minifters. He was completely defeated,

within twenty cofs of Beejapore, by AflUd Khan, when Khajeh

Jehaun, and feveral officers of the firft diftindtion, were taken

prifoners in the a<ftion. AlTud Khan purfued the fugitives as far as

Porundeh, and took much baggage and twenty elephants, among

which was that which carried the throne of Nizam Shaw. Ifmaeel

Adil Shaw gave him all the elephants, except one named AUeh Bukfh,

or the gift of God, and honoured him with the title of fon in all his

firmauns. The fultan, by his advice, this year gave his fifter Khadi-

iah Sultana to Alia ad Dien Ummad Shaw of Berar ; and the two

fultans had a meeting in the town of Oorjaan to celebrate the nup-

tials i after which they took leave of each other with mutual prefents

and profeffions of regard and fupport.

This year alfo, fuftan Bahadur of Guzarat invading the territories

of Nizam Shaw, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw fent ' ten lacks of oons and fix

thoufand horfe to affift the latter, in conjundion with Ameer Bereed»

Thefe troops, after the retreat of fultan Bahadur, returning to Beeja-

pore, informed their fovereign, that Ameer Bereed had endeavoured

to corrupt their fidelity, and prevail on them to join him in an attack

on Beejapore, promifing to reward them with a fliare of territory.

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, juftly provoked, refolved to puniflihis treachery;

and in the year 936 fent intelhgent ambaffadors to Nizam Shaw,
complaining that Ameer Bereed had fi-equently confpired againft his

family, and more than once induced his enemies to invade his do-
minions; which treachery he had as yet declined puniihing, but
that now he had refolved to requite his behaviour, led to it by both
religious and political arguments j for, to ufe the wolf with gentle-
nefs, or the fnake with favour, was contrary to the didates of wif-
dcm. He obferved, that if Nizam Shaw, out of regard to their

conne<^ion

* Three hundred thoufand pounds and upwards.

* n
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connedlion and friendfliip, would remain neutral, he would in a (hort

time give him a full retribution for his evil deeds. Nizam Shaw,
who lay under obligations to the fultan for his late fuccours, ac-

quiefced in all his defires ; obferving, that whatever he wifhed to

efFedt would undoubtedly be pleafing to his friends. The ambaila-

dors returned with this anfwer, and Ifmaeel Adil Shaw immediately

prepared for his intended expedition.

The fultan having formed an army of ten thoufand cavalry, con-
fining of Arabians, Perfians, Turks, Ufbeks, Koords, and other

foreigners, whom his liberality had bound to his interefl, marched
towards Ahmedabad. On his approach. Ameer Bereed, who was
very old and infirm, by the advice of Heemaje, a bramin; his

minifter, committed the citadfel of Bieder to the charge of Ali

Bereed, his eldeft fon, and the reft of his family, going himfelf to

refidc at the fortrefs of Oudegur.

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, upon his arrival before Ahmedabad, blocked

up the city on all fides j but the garrifon made repeated fallies, and,

being nearly equal in numbers to the befiegers, greatly retarded their

operations, and at length the fons of Ameer Bereed, with five thou-

fand horfe, came out of the city, refolved, as the Beejaporeans were

only archers, to charge upon them covered with fhields, and cut

them to pieces in dole combat, with the fwords of the Dekkanees

;

but Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, who had forefeen fuch an attack, had pro-

vided three thoufand cavalry, expert in the ufe of the labrej and both

men and horfes covered with iron armour, under the command of

Syed Houffein, an Arab chief of great reputation. A very fevere

aiflion enfued on the plain before the gate of the bramin fuburb, and

foreigners and Dekkanees both difplayed the higheft examples of

valour in rivalry of each other. Adil Shaw, in fpite of the remon-
ftrances of Aiiud Khan, engaged in the adion, and killed two bro-

thers of Ameer Bereed, who had attacked him in finglc combat.

Both
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Both armies were loud in the praifes ofthe fultan's valour, and his own

officers, alighting, from their horfes, kiffed his flirrup. At this inftant,

four large bodies of troops were feen upon the right, which appeared

about four thoufand. Affud Khan fent ofFone ofhis attendants, named

Goderz, to learn.who they were, with forty horfe. It proved that they

were four thoufand horfe detached by fultan Koollee for the affiftance

of Ameer Bereed. Ifmaeel Adil Shaw ordered Afiud Khan to oppofe

them, and prepared to engage the troops of Ali Bereed himfelf

;

when Syed Houflein Arab earneftly requefted to be honoured with

that charge, and obferved, that the fultan fhould not too much ex-

pofe his perfon. The fultan, moved by his remonflrances, confented

to his requeft, and prefented him with his own fword, yet reeking

with the blood, of his enemies. Both generals were fuccefsful, and

the troops of the allies, after loling about five hundred men each,
^

fled in diforder, leaving the field of vidory to Ifmaeel Adil Shaw.

AlTud Khan in this battle gained great honour, as, after driving off

the four thoufand Telinganees of Kbottub Shaw, he came to the

affiftance of Syed Houffein. On this account, when the fultan after

the victory difmounted upon an eminence to thank his officers, he
honoured AlTud Khan above all the reft, by clafping him in his em-
brace. To Syed HoufTein he gave the horfe he had rode in the ad:ion.

Two fons of Ameer Bereed, and Gufthum Beg, commander of the

Koottub Shawee auxiliaries, were llain. ;

*"

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw now blockaded the city clofer than before

;

and Ameer Bereed, being reduced to great diftrefs, wrote to Um-
mad Shaw, earneftly requefting him to come and mediate a peace
for him j upon which he, without repairing to Oudegur, came and
encamped within a mile of the fultan. Ifmaeel Adil Shaw went to
vifit him with his principal nobility, and Ummad Shaw, after con-
gratulations on the late fuccefs, declared, that he had marched
merely for the purpofe of Sharing in his vidtories, but that he hoped
to be able to obtain his forgivenefs of the faults of Ameer Bereed.

The
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The fultan replied, that Bereed had done liis family more injuries

than could be enumerated, and that in this war many gallant men
had fallen, who had great claims to his efleem; therefore he wiihed
not to hear of peace, till their lofs was fully revenged on the inlidious

enemy. Ummad Shaw, feeing his refolution firm, did not prefs

'him farther j and the two princes, after fpending a week together

in feftivity, parted. Ameer Bereed now left Oudegur, and travelling

with great expedition, came to the camp of Ummad Shaw, entreat-

ing him to procure peace for him ; but being informed no other

offer than the furrender of the city would be liftened to by Ifmaeel

Adil Shaw, he retired in difguft to his own camp, near that of Urn.-

mad Shaw j and to relax his cares engaged in drinking and mufic.

His troops alfo, fatigued with long marches, were carelefs of duty,

and even the outpofts lay down to fleep, not dreading any danger

;

while many, following the example of their chief, had recourfe to

wine to drown their forrows.
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Ifmaeel Adil Shaw having heard of the arrival of Ameer Bereed,

ordered AfTud Khan, with feveral chiefs and two thoufand chofen

horfe, to furprize his camp. Affud Khan prepared the troops, as if

to relieve thofe at the trenches ; but when he had got without the

camp made known his intentions, and proceeded as filently as poflible

towards the tents of the enemy. Being arrived clofe to the outpofts,

and hearing not the fmalleft noife or challenge, he ordered his troops

to ftop and obferve the ftridteft filence, fending Ipies to learn the fitu-

ation of the enemy j who foon returning, declared, that they had

advanced uninterrupted to the tents of Ameer Bereed, where the few

on guard were all afleep. To prove their affertions they prefented

fome turbans and fabres they had ftolen from them. AiTud Khan

then ordering his troops to remain in profound filence on the borders

of the camp for his further orders, advanced himfelf, with twenty

five horfemen and a few foot, through the fleeping enemy to the

tents of Ameer Bereed. Here he faw the guards lying about in

ftrange

}J^

Ct



hs FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

Grange pofmres, fnoring amid the broken veffels of liquor. Alliid

Khan, thinking it ungenerous to murder them in fuch an helplefs

condition, ordered fome footmen with drawn fabres to iland over

them, in cafe any fhould awake, to prevent them giving the alarm.

He then difniounted, and entered the tents with fome part of his fol-

lowers, hoping to take Ameer Bereed alive/ but if be could not, in-

tending to put him to death, and carry his head to the fultan. Thofe

within he found as faft afleep as their friends without. Ameer

Bereed lay fenfelefs on a bed, round which the dancers and fingers,

male and feinale, were jumbled together in ftrange poftures, amid

their own filth, broken vefiels, and fpilt liquors, fnoring in concert.

Afihd Khan obferved, that to murder fuch perfons was ungenerous,

therefore it would be more glorious to carry their chief alive on his

bed to the fultan, without injuring any of his followers. The ted of

this old, experienced, and wily minifter, was then lifted up by the

attendants of Aflud Khan, who was moving out of the tents with his

prize, when one of the lamp-men, called deotees in Dekkan, and

who have the body watch of the chief at night, awaking,, was
going to cry out, but Afllid Khan clapped his hands timely on his

mouth, and his people flrangled him ; after which he reached his

troops on the border of the camp without accident. He then repre-

fented to them, that as their chief end was obtained, it was better to

defift from farther enterprize, as in the darkncfe of the night the

Hindoo could not be diftinguifhed from the mufinlmaun ; and confe-

quently many of the faithful muft be llain, which he wifhed to avoid.

All the detachment approved of his generofity, and Aflud Khan
moved towards the royal camp, carrying his prifoner on his bed in

jocofe triumph. Ameer Bereed awaking on the road, and finding

himfelf in motion, thought he was among evil fpirits, or genii, and

began to cry out in terror to God for relief from enchantments ; but

Affud Khan told him who he was, and after relating his exploit at

large, upbraided him with his imprudence; obferving, that for a

reverend old man, experienced as he was in the arts' of government,

to
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to have fuffered himfelf to be intoxicated fo near an enemy, was
highly derogatory to his character and wifdom. Ameer Bereed, as

he was covered with fhame and forrow, returned no anfwer; but

AfTud Khan, defiring him to be comforted, affured him of his in-

fluence with the fultan to procure kind treatment and forgivenefs.

The detachment arriving at the royal camp, Aflud Khan without

delay prefented his important prize to the fultan, who was overjoyed

at the pofTeflion of his enemy, whom he afked. How, with fuch art

and cunning as he had difplayed in a long life, he could fall into fuch

a fnare ? Ameer Bereed faid. Fate and providence had thus decreed ;

therefore to queftion him on the fubjed: was ufelefs, as he could give

no fatisfadlory anfwer. The fultan then delivered him over to AfTud

Khan, whom he ordered to bring him to the Durbar in the morning.

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw in the morning, being feated on his throne in

full court. Ameer Bereed was placed oppofite to him, with his head

bare, and his hands tied behind his back, expofed to a hot fun.

When he had flood for two hours in this manner, the fultan gave

orders for his being put to death, and an executioner advanced to do

his duty with a drawn fcymetar. Ameer Bereed, feeing his danger-

ous fituation, now opened his lips to entreaty j faying, that undoubt-

edly he had been guilty of many infults to the fultan and his late

Jfether of bleifed memory, and was confcious of deferving death at his

hands ; but if the fultan could forget his crimes, and fufFer him to

live and repent, he would furrender to him the city of Ahmedabad,

with the fortrefs of Bieder, whofe battlements the ladders of royal

ability had never yet fcaled ; and alfo all the treafures and eiFe<Ss of

the royal family of Bhamenee.

The king having confented to mercy on this condition. Ameer

Bereed difpatched one of his attendants to his fons, acquainting them

with his fituation and the agreement he had made. They returned

I i for
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for anfwer, that as he was very old, and the fun of his exiftence near

letting, to furrender fuch a fortrefs for a few remaining days of life,

would be unbecoming his charadter or their own intereft. Their

intention in this meffage was only to gain time, in hopes of afliftance

from their allies, for they fent out privately an intelligent perfon with

inflrudions to make terms of furrender, fliould their father be in real

danger. Ameer Bereed knew this, and with much art complained of

the cruel negledl of his fons ; but Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, who fufpeded

the fcheme, without delay ordered him to be thrown before a vicious

elephant, refolved to punifli his treachery, and truft for gaining the

city to an aflault of his troops. Bereed had again recourfe to entreaty,

begging that he might be carried before a certain tower of the fort,

that his fons might behold his mifery, and be moved to fave his life

by furrender. This was done accordingly, and the fons, feeing no

other means but fubmiffion to procure the fafety of their parent,

offered to refign the city and fortrefs, on condition that they and

their women fhould be allowed to depart with the clothes on their

perfons without fearch. Their demand being agreed to, they loaded

themfelves and women as heavily as they could bear with the valu-

able ornaments and robes of the royal family of Bhamenee, and with

their followers retired unmolelled to the fortrefs of Oudegur.

AflUd Khan now entered the city, with fome chofen troops, to

prevent plunder, and colled: the treafures and effeds belonging to the

vanquiflied. Ifmaeel Adil Shaw at a lucky inftant, attended by all

the princes and nobility on foot from the gate of the city to the palace,

entered the grand hall of audience, and afcended the throne of the

Bhamenee fultans. Having given God thanks for his glorious fuccefs,

he difpatched his fon Mulloo Khan, with Aflud Khan, and other

amras, to invite Ummad Shaw to his court ; and he affenting, came
in royal Hale to the fort. Ifmaeel met him at the fteps of the palace,

and the two kings then fat down together on one mufnud.

The
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The treafures of the fort were now laid before them. * Ten lacks

of oons,- valuable jewels, gold and iilver plate, magnificent china,,

and rich efFe(fts innumerable were found, and the fultan deiired Um-
mad Shaw to take whatever he chofe. To avoid the fcandal of liav-

ing polTefTed himfelfof the riches of the Bhamenee family, he divided

every thing into prefents to the furrounding powers and to his own
army, not keeping a fingle coin for himfelf. He entrufted fifty

thoufand oons to Syed Ali Ukhcel, a perfon celebrated for learning

and integrity, to be diftributed in charity to the poor inhabitants of

NujifF, Kerballa, and Mefhid, and gave fifty thoufand to Syed

Ahmed Herraee, to be bellowed on the deferving in his own domini-

ons. He then defired the poet Molana Shied Koommi to go to the

treafury and take as much gold as he could lift; but the poet, who
was very ill and infirm, obferving, that when he firft came to his

court he was as ftrorig again as at prefent, the fultan defired him to

take as much as he could carry away at two attempts, laughing at his

ready invention : and the poet ftill defiring to wait till he fliould re-

cover, before he made the effort, the fultan repeated the following

verfcj " There is danger in delay, and it hurts the petitioner." The
poet made fhift to lift at twice as many bags as contained "' twenty five

thoufand oons, and the fultan being told the amount by his treafurer,

replied. The molana fpoke truth in complaining of his weaknefs.

He then, declaring that he would not rife till he had difpofed of all

the plunder, commanded AfTud Khan to make a divifion among the

troops ; which was effected in fuch a jufl manner, that every perfon

was contented with his Ihare, -
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Ummad Shaw now again requefted hispardon for Ameer Bereed

;

and the fultan confented to receive him among his amras, upon

AfTud Khan's becoming pledge for his fidelity. He had Kallean,

Oudegur, and other pergunnahs out of the coUedion of the city lands,

;
I i 2 allotted

• Three hundred thoufand pounds and upwards,

*> Nearly ten thoufand pounds.
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allotted for his jaghire, on condition of attending the fultan with three

thoufand horfe on his expedition to Roijore. The fultan a week
after put his army in motion, attended by Ummad Shaw and Ameer
Bereed with their forces ; and the affairs of Beejanuggur being in

confuiion, owing to the death of Heemraaje, who was newly fuc-

ceeded by his fon Ramraaje, againft whom rebellions had arifen by

feveral roies, met with no interruption to his arms. Roijore and

Mudkul W€re taken, after a fiege of three months, by capitulation,

after they had been in polTeilion of the infidels for feventeen years..

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, who had vowed to refrain from wine till the

redudlion of thefe fortrelTes, at the requeft of his nobility now made a

iplendid feftival, at which he drank wine and gave a full loofe to

mirth and pleafure. Ummad Shaw and Ameer Bereed partook of

the banquet, and AfTud Khan was alfo admitted to fit and drink out of

the fame cup with his prince, who helped him, and received wine in

return from his hands. At his requeft, fifteen hundred captives

were releafed, and received prefents offcarlet caps and vefts. Many
of them chofe to remain in his fervice, which the fultan permitted.

At this feftival alfo, the fultan promifed on his return to Beejapore, to

give Ameer Bereed the government of Ahmedabad Bieder. The
camp continued in conftant rejoicings for a whole month, and

Moolla Ibrahim Isferanee wrote a poem of a thouiand verfes defcrip-

tive of them. As intelligence arrived that fultan Bahadur of Guzarat

was preparing to invade Dekkan, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, having dif-

mifled Ummad Shaw to his capital, returned in triumph to Beeja-

pore, and agreed to return the city of Ahmedabad, fix months after

Ameer Bereed fhould refign to him the forts of Kallean. and Canda-
har ; giving him leave to go and prepare for the exchange. It is

related, that in this expedition the fultan, being one day entertained

by Ummad Shaw, was prefented with feveral trays of valuable

jewels, which were prefled upon him againft his inclination. The
fultan a few days afterwards invited him to a banquet, and upon

Ummad



FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 253

Umihad Shaw's rifing to go, drew up twelve thoufand of his foreign

cavalry before him, obferving, that they were the jewels he had

acquired during his reign, and he might take his choice of a number

from among them. Ummad Shaw praifed his obfervation, and faid

with a %h, had he taken care to acquire fuch jewels, he ftiould not

have loft his fortrefs ofMahore.

In the year 938, Ameer Bereed having negle(5led to fend the keys A. D, 1532

of the fortreffes of Kallean and Candahar, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw refolved

to reduce them by force, and fent his tents with one of his fbns out

ofBeejapore to prepare for march. Ameer Bereed applied for aflift-

ance to Boorahan Nizam Shaw ; who fent ambaffadors to Beejapore

to reprefent, that as Bereed had lately done him great fervices, he

wifhed he would lay afide his enmity againfl him, which would

oblige his friend. Ifinaeel Adil Shaw obferved in anfwer, that on

Boorahan Shaw's attack of Mahore, he had never interfered with

requefls, and to obUge him had refrained going againft Goa ^ that as

it was the cool feafon, and he did not chufe to remain at home, he

Ihould make a tour of his dominions, and particularly vifit Sholapore

and Nuldirrukj therefore he hoped Boorahan Shaw would iiTue
^

orders to his amras on that frontier not to be alarmed or conceive

imaginary terrors. Boorahan Nizam Shaw, being perfedlly eafy from

apprehenfions on the fide of Guzarat and Berar, replied to Ifmaeel

Adil Shaw, that he would do well not to depart from his defire, and

efteem remaining unmolefted at home as the luckieft event for his.

intereft.

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, who had marched from Beejapore, received

this meflage at Bahmen Ali, while at evening prayers ; after which

he moved with only four hundred horfe and forty foot, and reached

the river flowing under Nuldirruk before evening prayer the next day.

He then difmifled the ambaffadors of Nizam Shaw, telling them,

he had performed every office incumbent on friendfliip, and fliould.

now
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now wait for his royal brother to come, as he had done repeatedly

before, and amufe himfelf with a view of the tempeftuous fea of

battle. . ,

Boorahan Nizam Shaw did not refufe the invitation ; but in con-

jundiion with Ameer Bereed, marched fpeedily with twenty five

thoufand horfe and a great train of artillery to the frontiers of Beeja-

pore. Ifmaeel Adil Shaw left the difpofition of his army to Affud

Khan, who formed all the fons of foreigners and Raajepoots into one

body, as a light corps, under command of Sunjir Khan, fon of

Mirza Jehangeer Koomi, obferving, that their fathers were moftly

old, fo that this was a day for the fons to Ihew their adtivity. He
took, as ufual, command of the right wing, leaving the left to

Muftapha Aga, Secunder Aga, and Khoofh Kuldee, Turkifh amras

of diftiiguifhed abilities. The center was commanded by the fultan

in perfon, who joined as foon as the line was formed. When the

umbrella, ftandard, and flags of the enemy, which werfe formerly

white, appeared green, the fultan afked the caufe, and was told, they

were given to Boorahan Nizam Shaw by fultan Bahadur of Guzarat,

While he was fpeaking, the light corps began to engage. Ifmaeel

Adil Shaw, upon this, advanced brifkly with his whole line, and an

engagement enfued, fo well fupported, that vidiory hung on the

balance between both parties for fome time. At length Khoorfheed

Khan, commander in chief of the Nizam Shawee army, being

killed, his troops fled in the utmoft diforder. Boorahan Shaw was
totally furrounded by the Mogul horfe, and in danger of being killed

or taken prifoner, when fome of his body guards, by a deiperate

efibrt, freed their fovereign, and carried him from the field with the
utmofl: precipitation to his capital ofAhmednuggur, without waiting
to colled: the fcattered army.. Much plunder fell into the hands of
the vigors ; and the fuperiority of Ifinaeel Adil Shaw became efliab-

iifhed over all Dekkan. This vidory he called the vidory of the
foreigners' fons, who now rofe in his efleem ; and many of them were

raifed
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ralfed to the rank of nobility, in reward for their fervices. This was

the laft conteft between Ifmaeel Adil Shaw and Boorahan Nizam <

Shaw. An alliance was formed between the two fultans, who had

an interview on their frontiers, in which it was agreed that the former

ihould have full right to reduce the country of"^ Koottub Shaw, and

the latter to add Berar to his pofleffions.

In confequence of this agreement, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, in the

year 940, having brought over Ameer Bereed to join him, marched A. D. 15330

into Teiingana, and laid iiege to Kowilcondah, one of the capital

fortreffes on the frontiers of that kingdom. When he had nearly

reduced it to furrender, he was taken ill of a violent fever which

obliged him to take to his bed. Finding his diforder encr,eafe, the

fultan fent for AiTud Khan and Ameer Bereed, who were detached

to lay wafte the country of Teiingana, and exprefled his defire that

they fliould continue the iiege, while he retired to Koolburga for

change of air, till his recovery fhould enable him to rejoin his army.

It was accordingly fixed that the fultan fhould begin his journey the

next morning in a palanquin ; but, before day, a fevere fit returned,

and joined him to the eled on the fixteenth of Sufiir, 941, after a a. D. 1534.
glorious reign of twenty five years.

Afliid Khan having embalmed the royal corpfe, placed it in a

clofe litter, and fent it privately to Kookee. He concealed the ful-

tan's death for two days ; at the end of which he communicated the

fatal event to Ameer Bereed and all the principal nobility, whom he

advifed, to avoid difputes between the two young princes, fons of the

deceafed, in an enemy's country, to raife the fiege of Kowilcondah,

and defer fettling the fucceffion till their arrival at Koolburga, where

they might feek infpiration to dired: their choice at the tomb of the

bleffed * Syed Mahummud Geefoo-derauz, who lay buried near that

city. All the amras approving the advice, both the princes, with

Aflud
* A celebrated muflultnaun devotee.
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Aliud Khan at the head of the army, began their march from

Kowilcondah.

Ameer Syed Herraee relates, that Ifmaeel Adil Shaw was pru-

dent, patient, and liberal. He did not jealoufly infped: the payments

and receipts of his treafury.' He was generous, fond of forgiving

criminals, never lifteniiig to flander. He never ufed paffionate lan-

guage. He had much wifdom, added to a found and penetrating

judgment. He was a complete artifl in painting, varnifliing, mak-
ing arrows and faddle cloths. In mufic and poetry he excelled moft

of his age. He was fond of the company of learned men and poets,

numbers of whom were elegantly fupported at his court. He was

delighted with repartee in converfation, and had a great fund of

humour, which he often employed among his courtiers. No other

fultan of Dekkan ever equalled him in the ftrength and wit of his

remarks. He was fonder of the Turkilh and Perfian manners,

mufic, and language, than the Dekkanee, which he feldom ufed.

This partiality was owing to his being kept while young under the

tuition of his aunt Dilfhaad Aggeh, who by defire of his father kept

him as much as poffible from the company of Dekkanees, fo that he

had little relilh for the people or their manners. He was buried at

Kookee, near his father EufufF Adil Shaw.

SULTAN
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SULTAN

MULLOO ADIL SHAW BEEJAPOREE.

W HEN fultan Ifmaeel Adil Shaw was about to take his departure

from this temporary manfion of care, he addreffed Affud Khan, ob-

ferving, that although he feared his eldell fon, MuUoo Khan, had

not abiUties to govern, yet paternal affeftion led him to wifh he

might fuccced him, according to birthright. He appointed Affud

Khan regent of the kingdom, with the fulleft powers, and inflruc-

tions to eftablifli the prince in the fucceflion; conjuring him to

remain ftedfaft in loyalty to him, as he had full reliance on his

abilities to balance the folly and imprudence of his fon.

Sultan Ibrahim, the youngeft fon, had long entertained ambition

of the throne, and had brought over many of the nobility to his

intereft j fo that at their father's death, the brothers were near com-
ing to open war, though in an enemy's country, and carrying on the

fiege of Kowilcondah. Koottub Shaw, learning the diiputes of the

brothers, thought them favourable to his caufe, and commanded his

troops to hover round the camp and flop fupplies of provifions ; alfo

to cut off the ears and nofes of their prifoners, and then let them go>

to terrify their fellows by fhewing their miferable conditions. All

the amras being engaged in one party or other, none would lead

detachments againft the enemy, left advantage Ihould be taken by
their rivals of their abfence 5 and the camp followers, after having
fuffered by the attacks of the Telingas, refrained from bringing in

K k forage

H
'aA
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forage or grain, fo that famine foon began to rage in the camp, and

difcontent and dread feized the whole army. Aflud Khan, who was

refpeded by all ranks, finding the diforders daily encreafing, refolved

to put an end to them by the exercife of his authority. He firft put

to death fome evil minded perfons who had • excited the princes to

enmity, and confined others. Then calling together all the amras,

he ftridly forbad them to vifit either of the princes, and attend him,

as ufual during the life of the fultan, at the audience tents, that they

might conducfb publick affairs till a lucky inftant fliould arrive for feat-

ing one or other of the princes on the throne. Both the princes and

the whole army approved of the orders of Aflud Khan, and agreed to

acquiefce in his determination. The regent now detached a force

to dillodge the Telingas from the vicinity of the camp, and placed

ftrong guards of his own dependants over the princes, informing

them, that the ailrologers had unanimoufly declared ten days muft yet

pafs before an inftant favourable for acceflion to the throne would

arrive, and that it was his opinion, remaining fo much longer in an

enemy's country would be imprudent ; therefore he advifed the im-

mediate march of the army to Koolburga, where they might invoke

the blefled fpirit of Syed Mahummud Geefoo-derauz to influence

the inauguration.

The princes conienting to follow his advice from neeeflity, the

fiege of Kowilcondah was raifed without delay, and the army moved

to Koolburga, where Afliid Khan confiilted with the principal

ladies of the haram of his late fovereign and the nobility on the choice

of a king. Mofl: of them being of opinion that his laft will fliould be

followed, he acquiefced ; and confining fultan Ibrahim, to prevent

difturbances, placed MuUoo Adil Shaw on the throne, who wa«

immediately acknowledged by the nobility and army. Affud

Khan, on his return to Beejapore, being difgufted at the behaviour of

the new fultan, gave up fultan Ibrahim to the care of his.grand-

,
mother, Boobojee Khatoon, and refigning his employment at court,

retired
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retired to his jaghire of Balgoan, with all his family. Mean Ifinaeel

Dekkanee was raifed to the office of prime minifler in his flead.

Sultan Mulloo, now left without a check on his inclinations,

gave himfelf up to the pleafures of wine, mulic, dancing, and low
vices ; in gratifying which he {pent the whole of his time, leaving

the diretflion of affairs to his abandoned favourites. He foon became

difguftful to all the worthy part of his fubjedls, whofe children, if

they pleafed him, he feized by force, and dragged to his palace for

fhameful purpofes. At length he demanded the fon of EufufFKhan,

a nobleman of high rank among the Turkifh officers, who fpurning

at the tyrannical order, the anger of the fultan was raifed, and he

fent guards with orders, if EufufF refufed complying with his de-

mands, to bring him his head. The Turk beat off the royal fyco-

phants, and the fame day retired, in fpite of great oppofition, to

his own jaghire of Kuppore, with all his family and troops. Other

perfons of honour following his example, left court, and repaired to

their eftates ; but the fultan, notwithftanding thefe commotions, did

not alter his condudt.

^59

Boobojee Khatoon, mother to the late king, difgufted at the ful-

tan's fhameful vices, refolved to depofe him, for the eafe of the

fubjed and fecurity of government to her family. She wrote to

Eufuff Khan, that as Mulloo was unworthy of the throne fhe wifhed

he would affift in depofing him, and proclaim fultan Ibrahim.

Eufuff Khan, difpatching one of his friends to Balgoan without

delay, advifed Affud Khan, that, forced by the tyranny of Mulloo

Khan, he had fled from Beejapore, and had received fuch orders from

the dowager queen. Affud Khan in reply obferved, that as the

behaviour of the fultan was difgufling to all ranks of men, the fafety

and honour of the flate required that he fhould follow the advice of

Boobojee Khatoon without delay. Eufuff Khan now fent back her

meffengers with affurances of implicit compliance with her com-
K. k 2 mands;



26o FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

mands ; and fhortly after, on a day appointed between them, making

a forced march to Beejapore, fuddenly entered the citadel with two

hundred friends well armed. Noor Khan, the commander of the

garrifon, made but little oppofition. MuUoo Khan was feized, and

blinded, by orders of his grandmother, together with his youngeft

brother, Ulloo Khan, after an inglorious reign of only fix months.

Sultan Ibrahim was immediately after feated on the throne, amid the

acclamations of the nobility and people.

SULTAN
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SULTAN

ABOU AL NUSSER IBRAHIM

ADIL SHAW BEEJAPOREE.
,m

Ibrahim AdU Shaw, immediately on his acceffion to the thronc>

rejeding the names of the Imaums from the khootbah, reftored. the

exercife of the fooni ceremonies; and commanded that no perfon

fhould wear the fcarlet cap of twelve points, which had been worn
by all the troops of his father, in imitation of the Perfians. He
entertained Dekkanees in his fervice, and admitted only four hundred
foreigners to remain in his body guard. All the foreign nobility,

except Affud Khan Laree, Khoofh Kuldie Aga Roomi, and Shujahut

Khan Koord, were degraded. Dekkanees and Abyfllnians were
promoted to their offices. All the foreign troops being difmiffed, but

four hundred, they entered into the fervices of different princes.

Ramraaje of Beejanuggur took three thoufand of them into his pay,

gave them great indulgences, and allowed them to eredl a mofque
in their quarters at Beejanuggur. He had the koraun. placed before

him when they came to pay their compliments, that they might
falute him without breach of the rules of their religion.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, by his new regulations, obtained an army

of thirty thoufand cavalry, but moftly hirelings who rode his horfes.

The cuftoms of Ifmaeel Adil Shaw were totally laid afide, and the

publick accounts, which had been kept in Perfic, were changed

to
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to Hindooeh, under the management of bramins, who foon acquired

great influence in the adminiftration of government. AlTud Khan
was ordered to keep Dekkanees in his fervice, and follow the fooni

faith. He out of a thoufand foreigners difcharged fix hundred j but

refilling to change his religion, in camp and on his own jaghire pub-

lickly encouraged the flieea ceremonies, and the fultan thought it

prudent to wink at his difobedience. Ibrahim Adil Shaw the year

after his acceffion led his army to Beejanuggur, on the requifition

of the roy ^ but before the particulars of the expedition are recited, it

is neceflary to difplay the caufes which led to it, and give fome

account ofthe revolutions of Beejanuggur.

The government of Beejanuggur had remained in one family, in

uninterrupted fucceffion, for feven hundred years ; when Seoroy

dying, was fucceeded by his fon, a minor, who did not live long

after him, and left the throne to a younger brother. He alfo had

not long gathered the flowers of enjoyment from the garden of

royalty, before the cruel fkies, proving their inconfliancy, burned up

the earth of his exifbence with the blafl:ing wind of annihilation.

Being • fucceeded by an infant, only three months old, Heemraaje,

one of the principal minifters of the family, celebrated for great wif-

dom and experience, became fole regent, and was cheerfully obeyed

by all the nobility and vaflals of the kingdom for forty years j

though, on the arrival of the young king at the age of manhood, he

had poifoned him, and put an infant of his family on the throne, in

order to have a pretence for keeping the regency in his own hands.

Heemraaje at his death was fucceeded in office by his fon Ramraaje,

who having married a daughter of the fon of Seoroy, by that alliance

greatly added to his influence and power. By degrees raifing his own
family to the higheft ranks, and deftroying many of the ancient

nobility by various intrigues, he at length afpired to reign in his own
name, and totally extirpate the family of Seoroy. Many of thq

nobility, however, refufing to acknowledge his authority, he,, in

com-
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compliance with their prejudices, placed on the throne an infant of

the female line, and committed his perfon to the care of his uncle

Hoje Termul Roy, who was not without a caft of infanity in his

mind, and from whofe weaknefs he apprehended no danger of com-
petition. Ramraaje, in the fpace of five or fix years, by treachery

cut off all thofe chiefs who had declared againft his claim to the

throne i and, having left the city of Beejanuggur under charge of a

Have whom he had raifed to high rank, marched with a great army

againft fome roies of the country of Malabar, who had withheld their

tributes. Thefe he foon reduced, and deprived them of their for-

trefles -, after which fuccefs, he moved againft a powerful zemindar

to the fouth of Beejanuggur, who held out for fix months without

the fmalleft impreflion, though feveral general a<5tions were fought^

Ramraaje, having expended all the treafure of his military cheft,

wrote to his flave to fend him a fupply from Beejanuggur, ta enable

him to continue the war. The flave, on opening the vaults of the

treafury, was overcome with the defire of poflefling fuch immenfe

wealth as they contained, and refolved on rebellion againft his patron.

He fet at liberty the young roy, and having procured Hoje Termul

Roy to embrace his intereft, affumed the office^ of minifter, and

began to levy troops. Several tributary roies, who were difgufted

with Ramraaje, flew with ipeed to Beejanuggur to obey their lawful

king ; and in a fhort time thirty thoufand horfe, and vaft hofts of

foot, were aflembled under his ftandard at the city ; where now, by

the advice of Hoje Termul Roy, they put the flave to death, left he

ftiould repent of his rebellion to Ramraaje..

Ramraaje hearing of this revolt, inftantly patched up a peace with

his enemy, and rafurned towards Beejanuggur ; but being deferted

by feveral of his firft nobilityj who left him on the route to join their

lawful fovereign, he thought it advifeable at prefent to defift from

war,, and reft contented with his extenfive jaghires. A treaty was

accordingly

263
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accordingly concluded between him and the young roy, by which he

was allowed to remain in independant poffellion of his country ; and

quiet being now reflored, the nobility who had fupported the revo-

lution, left their fovereign under the care of his uncle Hoje Termul

Roy, and returned to their feveral diftri<5ts. Not long after this, the

uncle becoming ambitious of royalty, flrangled his nephew, and

feized the throne of Beejanuggur. As he was of the royal family,

the nobility, preferring his authority to that of Ramraaje, as the more

honourable, became fubmiffive and obedient ; but in a (hort time, as

he governed with tyranny and oppreffion, tliey became difaffedted,

and invited Ramraaje to return, and take upon him the adminiftra-

tion of affairs.

Hoje Termul Roy having intelligence of the defigns forming

againfl: him, difpatched ambalTadors, with a large fum ofmoney and

many valuable prefents, to Ibrahim Adil Shaw, begging he would

march to his affiftance ; in return for which he would acknowledge

himfelf his tributary, and pay down a fubfidy of * three lacks of oons

for every day that his army fhould march. Ibrahim Adil Shaw,

tempted by the greatnefs of the offer, and the glory of having the

A. D. 1535. roy of Beejanuggur for a tributary, in the year 942, by advice of

Affud Khan, moved from his capital, and arrived at Beejanuggur by

regular marches, without oppolition. He was condudled into the

city by Hoje Termul Roy, who feated him on the mufhud of the

raaje, and made rejoicings for feven days. Ramraaje and the con-

federate nobility now fent letters to the roy, expreffive of forrow for

their rebellion, and affuring him of their future firm allegiance.

They reprefented in ftrong colours the evil confequences of the

muffulmauns remaining in the country ; that their holy places and

gods would be defiled and deftroyed, and the children of all ranks of

people, as in the times of the Bhamenee fultans, be made cap-

tives. They fwore, finally, never more to depart from obedience, if

*.h&
* Forty thoufand pounds.
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he would procure the retreat of the fultan to his own dominions.
Hoje Termul Roy, thinking he had now no farther ufe for his allies,

requefted the fultan to return, and paid down * fifty lacks of oons,
the amount of the fettled fubfidy, befides making prefents to a vaft
amount; among them were twelve fine elephants and fome beautiful
horfes.

265

Ibrahim Adil Shaw had not yet recrofled the Kiftnah, when Ram-
raaje and the confederates, who had bribed many of the troops in the

city, broke their newly made vows, and haftened towards Beejanug-
gur, refolved to put the roy to death, on pretence of revenging the

murder of his predecefTor. Hoje Termul Roy, feeing he was be-

trayed, fliut himfelf up in the palace, and becoming mad from,

delpair, blinded all the royal elephants, and horfes, alfo cutting off

their tails, that they might be of no ufe to his enemy. All the

diamonds, rubies, emeralds, other precious ftones, and pearls, which
had been collected in a courfe of many ages, he cruQied to powder
between heavy millftones, and fcattered them on the ground. He
then fixed a fword blade into a pillar of his apartment, and ran his

breaft upon it with fuch force, that it pierced through and came out

at his back ; thus putting an end to his exigence, jull as the gates of

the palace were opened to his enemies. Ramraaje now became roy

of Beejanuggur without a rival.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, hearing of this revolution on his arrival at

Roijore, difpatched AiTud Khan with the greateft part of his army to

reduce the important fortrefs of Oodnee, which was on the point of

furrender, when Negtaderee, the younger brother of Ramraaje,

naarched from Beejanuggur with a great army to relieve it. Affud

Khan, upon his approach, raifed the fiege and moved towards him.

A iharp engagement enfued, and AlTud Khan, finding that he was

likely to have the woril of the adtion, from the vaft fuperiority in

LI numbers

' Seventeen hundred thoufand pounds and upwards.
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numbers of the enemy, retreated in good order, but was followed

fourteen miles by the vidtors, when he encamped ; and Negtaderee,

in order to be ready to harafs the retreat the next day, halted in full

fecurity at the diftance of only two miles from him. Affud Khan,

who had ardently wifhed for fuch an event, towards the dawn of day,

with four thoufand chofen horfe, furprized the camp of Negtaderee,

whofe felf-confidence had left him wholly off his guard againft fuch a

manoeuvre. Afliid Khan penetrated to his tents before he received

the alarm, and he had fcarce time to make his efcape, leaving his

treafures, family, and elephants, to the mercy of the viftors. When
the day had fully cleared up, Negtaderee colledled his fcattered

troops, and drew up as if to engage ; but feeing Affud Khan refolute

to maintain his advantage, and fearing for the perfonal fafety of

his wife and children, he declined hazarding a battle, and, retiring

fome miles off, fixed his camp j from whence he wrote Ramraaje an

account of his difafter, and requefted reinforcements to enable him
to repair it. Ramraaje immediately fent fupplies of men and money,

openly declaring his intentions of carrying on the war, but privately

informed his brother, that he had reafon to imagine Ibrahim Adil

Shaw had not been led merely of his own will to befiege Oodnee

;

that he fufpefted the zemindars of that quarter had invited him to

make war, and that many of the nobility with him were fecretly in

his intereft ; therefore, he thought he would aft prudently by mak-
ing peace with the muflulmauns at prefent, and procuring the releafe

of his wife and family from Affud Khan. Negtaderee, in confe-

quence of the deiires of his brother, having procured the mediation

and influence of Affud Khan, addrefled the fultan for peace -, which

being granted, and all affairs fettled to the fatisfadlion of both ffates,

Ibrahim Adil Shaw returned to Beejapore, with Affud Khan, and

the reft of his nobility and army.

In this expedition, fome malicious perfons told the fultan that

Affud Khan had received an immenfe fum of money, beiides jewels,

and
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and gold and filver plate to a great amount, from Ramraaje, as a

prefent for the releafe of his prifoners and rnediation of the peace.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, inftead of being difpleafed, or coveting the great

fum faid to have been received, reproved the informers for their dif-

honourable proceeding ; faying. He returned God thanks that he had
a fervant, whom great kings feared fo, as to pay him contributions

and wear the collar of his fubmiffion on their necks. He then, in

prefence of the informers, called for AfTud Khan, and honoured him
with a fuit of his own robes, and other diftinguifhing marks of

favour ; which confounded his enemies, and for fome time prevented

their machinations againit him.

267

The fultan having on his return to the capital made Aflud Khan

prime minifler and commander in chief of his armies, added ftill

more to the envy of his enemies, who took all opportunities of hint-

ing to the fultan, that his influence was growing to a dangerous

pitch. Though thefe infinuations had for a long time no efFed:, yet

at length fome impreflion was made by them on the royal mind, and

the fultan, in private, exprefled his wifli to humble the minifter.

EufufF, a companion of the fultan's pleafures, thinking this a fit

inllant to alarm the fears of his mailer, obferved, that Affud Khan,

from a fimilarity of religion, held friendly correfpondence with

Boorahan Nizam Shaw, to whom he meditated refigning the fort of

Balgoan, and becoming his fervant. This report alarmed Ibrahim,

and he aflced his confidant the fureft method of ruining his minifter.

EufufF advifed that he fhould invite Aflud Khan to court from Bal-

goan, on pretence of the feftival of the circumcifion of the young

prince Ali, when, if he came, it would be eafy to confine his per-

fon, or reduce his authority. The fultan's water-cooler liappened to

be prefent at this confuitation, and told it in confidence to his own

family, who revealed it to their fi-iends j fo that in a fliort time the

fultan's difpleafure at the minifter became the topic of converfation

among all ranks ; and AiTud Khan becanae on his guard. When the

L 1 2 royal

Ife
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royal order was fent commanding him to court, he excufed himfelf

from attending, on pretence of illnefs. Attempts were then made to

corrupt his fervants to poifon him, but all in vain j only ferving ftill

more to guard him from the effedts of treachery. At laft it was de-

termined, that EufufF fhould have grants of lands in the vicinity of

Balgoan, and retire to them with his dependants, to be at hand to

feize any favourable opportunity that might offer of furprizing the

minifter.

Afiiid Khan, who was experienced and cautious, was not to be

deceived by the arts of his enemies. One day, however, he chanced

with few attendants to viiit a garden-houfe at fome diftance from

Balgoan, leaving orders for four hundred horfe to follow him. A
fpy of EufufF 's, who was ignorant of this order, haflened to inform

his employer that the minifter had gone out almoft alone, and might

with eafe be taken prifoner, if he would be fpeedy in his motions.

Eufuff immediately advanced towards the garden, which, to his

difappointment, he found furrounded by troops. Seeing however his

own force fuperior, he refolved to effed: his defign by force ; but was

fhamefully beaten off by AiTud Khan, who returned triumphant to

Balgoan, with many prifoners.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw pretended that this attack was made without

his confent J and to make it fo believed, ordered EufufF to court, and

confined him; at the fame time writing to AfFud Khan that he was

much difpleafed at the imprudent boldnefs of a miftaken fervant, and

would punilh him in any manner the faithful minifter of his kingdoms

fhould defire. AfFud Khan, who knew fully the fultan's real wifh,

fent back a petition, refpedlfully fetting forth, that he himfelf was

the guilty perfon, and wifhed to come to court to implore pardon for

his faults ; but that as his majefty from his gracious difpofition had

been pleafed of his own accord to overlook his tranfgreflions, he was
at a lofs for .words to exprefs a fenfe of fuch bounty. He with his

letter
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letter fent back all his prifoners, after having prefented them with

khelauts, and committed to their charge a valuable oiFering for the

fultan.

This difagreement of the fultan and the minifter being known

through all Dekkan, Nizam Shaw and Ameer Bereed caft their eyes

on the dominions of Beejapore, and circulated a report that Affud

Khan had promifed to deliver up Balgoan, whenever they fhould

approach with an army. In the year 949 they invaded the territories A. D. isv^c

of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, and having wrefted the five diftridts depend-

ant on Sholapore from his officers, gave them up to the fervants of

Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, afterwards moving towards Balgoan,

AfTud Khan, though he had originally not the leaft ihare in the in-

vafion, out of neceffity, to fave his eftates from devaftation, joined

them on their approach with fix thoufand horfe. The allies, infpired

with frefh courage by this fuccefs, fpread fire and flaughter through

the country to the environs of Beejapore ; and Ibrahim Adil Shaw not

thinking himfelf able to oppofe in the field, retired with his family to

Koolburga.

Affud Khan, ftill earneft to ferve his prince, though abandoned

by him, privately difpatched Ali Mahummud Budukhfhi, one of his

faithful fervants, to Elichpore, the capital of Berar, reprefenting to

Ummad Shaw, that from the ftrange turns of inconftant fortune, and

the viciffitudes of chance, an aftoniihing event had taken place, by

which he was confounded in a labyrinth of diftrefs ; but that if he

would inarch to the aid of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, he would join him
immediately when he fhould reach the borders of his country. Um-
mad Shaw, in compliance with his requefi-, moved without delay

towards Koolburga ; and Boorahan Nizam Shaw and Ameer Bereed,

who were then before the citadel of Beejapore, upon intelligence of

his march, raifed the fiege, after burning the fuburbs of the city and

laying wafle the environs, intending to prevent a jund'ion with Ibra-

him
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him Adil Shaw. AfTud Khan on the route quitted the allies, and

with all his followers joined Ummad Shaw, to whom he reprefented,

that the traitor EufufF, having filled the mind of his prince with

fufpicions of Jiis loyalty, and Ibrahim liftening implicitly to every

report to his difhonour, the minifters of Boorahan Nizam Shaw had

from political views openly declared, that he had offered to join

their mafter if he would invade Beejapore. Sultan Ibrahim, believing

this, had entertained the higheft difpleafure againft him, removed

him from office, and attempted to deftroy his life by feveral methods.

The enemy, feeing their arts fuccefsful, had invaded the country;

and, negled:ed by his mifguided fovereign, he was out of felf-pre-

fervation obliged to join them for a time ; but that as Ummad Shaw
had come to his affiflance, he threw himfelf on his protection, to

clear him if poffible from the accufations of his enemies in the eyes of

fultan Ibrahim : but if that could not be effedled, he declared he

would reiignedly fubmit to any punifhment he fhould decree for his

involuntary offences.

Ummad Shaw, convinced of the integrity of AfTud Khan, con-

dudled him the fame day to fultan Ibrahim ; to whom he foon made
clear the error he had been guilty of in liflening to the enemies of his

faithful minifler. Ibrahim Adil Shaw clafped AfTud Khan in his

embrace, exprefUng forrow for his ill-ufage ; and to convince him of

his fincerity, imprifoned EufufF aftd his creatures, who had abufed

his confidence, beflowing the traitor's eflates on Ein al Moolk Cana-

anee, an officer of diftin(flion, whom AfTud Khan had prevailed upon

to quit the fervice of Ameer Bereed. This reconciliation fbon

changed the flate of affairs. Ibrahim with Ummad Shaw marched

to give the allies battle, but they retreated with expedition towards

Dowlutabad and Ballagaut. The fultan followed them, and tdok

ample revenge for the depredations on his country, by burning arid

deflroying the territories of his enemies. Ameer Bereed dying at

Ballagaut, Boorahan Nizam Shaw was reduced to beg for peace, and

the
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the venerable Shaw Tahir was fent as his ambaflador to obtain terms.

It was agreed, that the five diftrids fhould be reftored to Ibrahim

Adil Shaw, and that Boorahan Nizam Shaw fhould not again invade

his dominions. The treaty being figned, and exchanges made, the

fovereigns returned to their feveral capitals.

The following year, 950, Ibrahim Adil Shaw married the daugh- A, D. 1543.

ter of Alia ad Dien Ummad Shaw, named Rabieh Sultana, and the

nuptials were celebrated with royal magnificence. Boorahan Nizam
Shaw, jealous of his military reputation, and vexed at his late defeat,

could enjoy no repofe till he recovered the pergunnahs he had been

obliged to cede to Beejapore. On fome difgufts breaking out be-

tween Ibrahim Adil Shaw and Ummad Shaw, he found opportunity

of executing his defigns ; and having formed alliances with Ramraaje

and Jumfiieed Koottub Shaw, marched with his own army and the

troops of Ali Bereed and Khajeh Jehaun to the borders of Beejapore.

He laid wafle many diftrifts, and feveral times defeated the army fent

to oppofe his progrefs. Jumfheed Koottub Shaw entered the country

by another road, and feized the diflrid: of Kaknee, in which he built

a fi:rong fort, poflefTed himfelf of all the pergunnahs to the walls of

Koolburga, and laid fiege to the fortrefs of Angeer, near the city of

Saugher. Ramraaje fent his brother Negtaderee with a great army

to reduce the fort of Roijore 3 fo that Beejapore, attacked at the fame

time by three powerful princes in feparate quarters, was full of

danger and diforder.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw was at a lofs how to a&. i and no opinion of

his counfellors fatisfying him, he at length called Affud Khan from

Balgoan to his prefence, and demanded his advice on the alarming

crifis of affairs. AfTud Khan replied by obferving, that Boorahan

Nizam Shaw was the true enemy, who had prevailed on the reft to

commit hoftilities, and if he could be removed; it would be eafy to

manage the others. He advifed, that peace fhould be made with him

by
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by refigning the five diftridts dependant on Sholapore, and that am-
bafTadors fhould be fent to Ramraaje with letters and prefents to

procure his itiendihip j obferving, that fmall conceflions would obtain

his forbearance from war, as his own country, Carnatic, was not yet

fully fettled, many roies being in a flate of rebellion ; that when free

from the attacks of thefe tWo great powers, he would take the

chaftifement of Koottub Shaw upon himfelf, and, by the royal

aufpices, in a little time recover all the places he had taken from.

Beejapore fo unjuftly.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, lending the ear of confent to this advice,

aaed according to it, and found every point turned out as the pru-

dent minifter had foretold. When peace was concluded with Boora-

han Nizam Shaw and Ramraaje, Affud Khan marched againft

Jumfheed Koottub Shaw, took the newly erected fort of Kaknee in

three months by ftorm, and levelled it with the ground. He then

moved towards Angeer, but Koottub Shaw raifed the fiege on his

approach -, and, not thinking it prudent to hazard an engagement,

retreated to his own dominions. Affud Khan followed him clofe to

the walls of his capital, Golconda, when Jumfheed gave him battle,

but was defeated in a very fevere adtion, himfelf receiving a wound in

his cheek from Affud Khan as they fought, without being known to

each other, hand to hand. Affud Khan after a glorious campaign

returned triumphant to Beejapore, where he was received by the

fultan, who regarded him as his deliverer, jvith the higheft honours.

Some little time after this, Boorahan Nizam Shaw, at the infti-

gation of Ramraaje, moved again to reduce Koolburga, and Ibrahini

Adil Shaw marched from Beejapore to oppofe him. Upon his

arrival near the town of Oorjaan, he found Nizam Shaw ffrongly

pofted on the oppofite bank of the river Beemrah ; and feeing it

impoffible to crofs, the fultan encamped on this fide. Both armies

lay inaaive during three months of the rains, in fight of each other,

with
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with the river between them. At length, Ibrahim Adil Shaw, tired

of delay, found means to crofs, and a general adtion enfued imme-
diately, in which Nizam Shaw was totally routed with very great

lofs i leaving two hundred and fifty elephants, feventy pieces of can-

non, and other appendages of royalty, to the vidtors. Ibrahim Adil

Shaw in this battle fought perfonally with the greateft bravery, k-illing

three antagonifts with his own hand -, but he attributed his vidory ta

the condudt of AfTud Khan, on whom he conferred feveral diflridts iii

addition to his jaghire.

^7S

The fultan, puffed up by vain glory, after this victory growing
haughty and imperious, treated the ambafiadors of Nizam Shaw in a

contemptuous manner, and behaved tyrannically to his own fubjecfts,

putting to death many, and feverely punifhing others of his principal

nobility, for flight offences, which occafioned difaffedtion to his

government. Boorahan Nizam Shaw taking advantage ofthe diflen-

tions, again invaded his dominions, and defeated him in two general

engagements in the fpace of fix months, taking many elephants, and

committing fuch ravages as threatened the very existence ofhis govern-

ment. Ibrahim, thinking his loffes were occafioned by the difaf-

fedlionofhis amras and the bramins at the head of civil affairs, put to

death forty Hindoos and feventy muffulmauns of rank, in the fpace of

two months, on mere fufpicion ; fo hghting up the flames of feverity,

that high and low about his court were terrified and difmayed, living

in conftant apprehenfion for their fafety. At laft, numbers reduced

to defpair, formed a confpiracy to dethrone the fultan, and place his

brother Abdoolla in his room. One of the confpirators, in hopes of
great rewards, betrayed the plot to Ibrahim, who put him to death,

with moft of thofe againft whom he had informed. liis brother,

fultan Abdoolla, with much difficulty made his efcape to Goa, where
he was honourably received by the Portuguefe, who afforded him
protection. The fultan, enraged at his flight, puniflied all the bra-

min fpies with various tortures, in the great fquare of Beejapore, till

Mm they
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they expired in agony. Having again entertained fufpicions of the

fidelity of Affud Khan, he negleded him fo much, that the old

minifter was feized with grief, and for felf-proteftion took up his

refidence at Balgoan, from whence he fent a confidential friend, with

an offering of nine elephants, nine horfes, and many valuable curi-

ofities, with the following letter to the fultan.

VERSE.

" Why, Ah f why art thou thus eftranged from me ? What have
** I done, what haft thou heard, what haft thou feen of me ?

** If I have committed a fault, to my head the fabre and the

** fhroud ! But to vex a friend is not generous.

** I know not the caufes of this unkindnefs, nor what can have

" occafioned fuch great coldnefs.

'* Whatever crimes interefted perfons may at the moft glorious

** audience of the fultan have attributed to the charge of this loyal

" flave, I acknowledge an hundred in place of one ; but I know not

" their accufations J and, like the * wolf of EufuiF unfeen, am inno-

** cent of their forgeries. I never pafled them from my tongue, nor

" conceived them in my mind ; fuch ideas have no place in the

conception of the Have.

** The reafon of the delay of the humbleft of flaves in his for-

trefs, and not coming to the court glorious as the fun, is to pre-

vent the injuries of his enemies ; who, in the auguft prefence,

reprefent the purity of his intentions and fincerity ofattachment in

the moft unfaithful manner. Drawing the ftains of difafFe<ftion

over the face of his behaviour, they have made the peaceful recefs

of

((

«

it

Alluding to the patriarch's falfely accufing the beaft of deftroying Jofeph.
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** ofthe king's heart a cell offorrow, nay, a mine of fire. Some-
" times accufing the faithful flave of treachery, they diminifh the

" purple glow of his chearfulnefs ; and fometimes mixing the pure

" gold of his loyalty with fufpicious alloy, melt him in the torment-

** ing crucible of grief and forrow.

** If the unreftraining kindnefs of the king of kings compaflion-

" ates my fituation> and the aufpicious hint fhould be ifliied for the

" difgrace and fhame of my enemies, I will at the end of a months
*' when the rains fhall be concluded, haften to kifs the feet of the

" throne of illuflrious royalty. In one month, with prefents and

" offerings, I will haften glad and rejoicing to the court."

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, moved by the above letter from AiTud Khan,

having treated his femily with many marks of favour, was going to

iend them to Balgoan, when fuddenly the rebellion of the prince

Abdoolla breaking out, his miftruft of the minifter was renewed, and

his favourable intentions towards him laid afide.

27s

Sultan Abdoolla, after his efcape to Goa from the cruelties of his

brother, by the advice of many of the nobility of Beejapore, entered

into a correfpondence with Boorahan Nizam Shaw and Jumfheed

Koottub Shaw, in hopes of obtaining their fupport of his caufe,

Thefe princes, feeing the confufed ftate of affairs at Beejapore, and

the difguft of AlTud Khan, joined in promifes to place him on the

throne ; and wrote the Portuguefe of Goa, that from the cruelties

and tyranny of Ibrahim Adil Shaw fuch troubles muft foon break

out in his government, as he could by no means overcome or ex-

tinguifh ; therefore they wifhed the prince Abdoolla might be fent to

them, as they intended feating him on the throne of Beejapore. The
Portuguefe agreed to join in promoting their views, but obferved,

they could only fucceed by the co-operation of Aflud Khan.

M m 2 Boorahan
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Boorahan Nizam Shaw, on receipt of this anfwer, difpatched

one of his principal bramins to Aflud Khan, to prevail on him to join

in the plan ; but that faithful minifler, ftarting with horror at the idea

of diiloyalty, told the bramin indignantly, that but for the laws of

nations which forbid the killing ambafladors, he would put him to

death ; commanding him, if he regarded his fafety, to depart in-

ftantly from the reach of his authority, left refentment fliould get the

better of his paffions, and make him offend againft the rules of

policy. The bramin returned with hafle to Nizam Shaw, but the

Portuguefe feeing that all the powers of Dekkan, excepting Affud

Khan, were joined to fupport AbdooUa, marched with him from

Goa, and he affumed the royal titles. Almoft all the nobility of

Beejapore were preparing to defert fultan Ibrahim, and come over to

him, when an accident changed the face of affairs. Affud Khan

being taken very ill, Boorahan Nizam Shaw, fuppoling he might

die, caft the eye of avidity on the fort of Balgoan, and inftead of

marching to Beejapore with fultan Abdoolla, which would have en-

fured him acceffion to the throne, halted at Mirch, to carry on his

own defigns. He fent his bramin again to Balgoan, with a vaft fum

ofmoney to corrupt the foldiers of the garrifon to give it up to him,

in cafe Affud Khan ftiould die. The bramin had nearly fucceeded in

his commiffion when the plot was difcovered by Affud Khan, who

put him to death, together with feventy of the foldiers whom he

had bribed to give up the fort to his employer. The nobility of

Beejapore upon this event, fully convinced that the old minifter had

no fhare in the rebellion of Abdoolla, returned to their allegiance to

Ibrahim Adil Shaw ; and the other adherents of the rebel prince

began to fall off daily.

The diforder of Affud Khan continuing, and old age rendering

nature too weak to ftruggle againft it, he prepared to meet death,

and entreated fultan Ibrahim to honour him with a farewell vifit in

the following verfes:

Haftete
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*' Hafl:e> like the morning breeze, to the garden of friendfliip;

** Come, like the fportive cyprefs, to the parterre."
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Sultan Ibrahim thinking it advifeable to comply with his requeft,

in the month of Mohirrim, 956, marched expeditiouily towards Bal- A. D. 1549.

goan ; but when he hid pafTed Sikkree received accounts of his
*

death. The fultan, arriving the fame night at Balgoan, com-
forted his j^ourning family with khelauts, and affurances of royal

favour, but all his eftates and treafures he took for his own ufe.

The Portuguefe marched back to Goa with fultan AbdooUa, and

the other allies thought proper to retreat to their own dominions.

AfTud Khan was famed for his judgment and wifdom, and in his

condudt of the important affairs of government during the reign of

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, he juftly exalted the ftandard of celebrity. For

near forty years he was the patron and protedor of the nobles and

diftinguifhed of Dekkan. He lived in the higheft refpedt and

efleem, with a magnificence and grandeur furpafling all his cotem-

porary nobility. The fovereigns of Beejanuggur and every country

obferving a refpedl to his great abilities, frequently honoured him

with letters and valuable prefents. His houfehold fervants, Geor-

gians, Circaflians, Hindoos, and AbyfTinians, amounted to two hun-

dred and fifty. He had fixty of the largeft elephants, and one

hundred and fifty of a fmaller fize. In his flables he had four hun-

dred horfes of Arabia and Perfia, sxclufive of thofe of mixed breed

foaled in India. His treafures and effeas were beyond amount. In

his kitchen were every day expended ' one hundred maunds of rice,

Dekkan weight, fifty iheep, and one hundred fowls ; from whence

the expenditure of other articles may be judged. He invented a

robe of cloth of gold, and a dagger, which have been ever fince

worn by perfons of rank in Dekkan ; and was the firfl perfon who
ufed the mode of riding elephants with a bridle, and managing them

without
* Eight thoufand pounds weight.



278 FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN,

without the kujjuk, or goad ; but as thofe animals have frequently

fudden ftarts of vice, this mode of guiding them has not been much
followed. Ibrahim Adil Shaw, agreeably to his laft will, gave his

daughter Mataab Bibi in marriage to Ali Bereed Shaw, with whom
he fought an alliance.

Boorahan Nizam Shaw, foon after the death of Aflud Khan^
having fent ambafladors to Ramraaje, prefents and profeflions of

regard were interchanged between them ; upon hearing of which,

Ibrahim Adil Shaw treated the ambafladors of the latter who wer^

with him at Beejapore with great flight, and they returned abruptly

without taking leave, to Beejanuggur, where they avowed to Ram-
raaje, that fultan Ibrahim, out of refentment to his alUance with

Nizam Shaw, had they not made their efcape, would have put them

to death. Ramraaje, enraged at this afiront, wrote to Nizam Shaw,

that as Ali Bereed had preferred to his alliance that of fultan Ibrahim,

it would be prudent to take from him the fortrefs of Kallean in

revenge for his defertion.

Boorahan Nizam Shaw without delay moved from Ahmednuggur

with a great army, and, furrounding Kallean, efi^edlually blocked

up all communication from without. Ibrahim Adil Shaw marched

to relieve it j and advancing within fight of the enemy, pitched his

camp, round which he threw up a mud wall, not chufing to oiFer

battle. As Nizam Shaw would not raife the fiege, he alfo fortified

his camp. Sultan Ibrahim now ordered his * Bergee ofiicers, who
were very expert in predatory excurfions, to flop up the roads, and

prevent all fupplies of grain and forage from going to the enemy.

His orders were fo well executed, that a famine foon prevailed in the

camp ofBoorahan Nizam Shaw, fo that in the month of '' Ramazan,
the king and his army, the believers and Hindoos, all fafted alike

from.

« A term given to the Mharattas,

" The month of fafting among the muflblmaunj.
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from abfolute neceffity. Nizam Shaw in this diftrefs confulted his

generals and nobility, fome of whom advifed raifing the fiege and

retreatmg to Ahmednuggur, and others, making peace with Ibrahim

Adil Shaw ; but Shaw Jaffier and Cafim Beg gave their opinions for

offering battle to the enemy, and Nizam Shaw approved their coun-

fel. Accordingly, Syef ad Dien Ein al Moolk, with other amras, on

the morning of the * Eeed al Fitter, at dawn of day, furprized the

camp of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, whofe troops were off their guard, and

employed in preparing for the feftival. The fultan, who was then

in the warm bath, had fcarce time to make his efcape ; and his

troops fled in fuch confulion, that all the tents, baggage, and

artillery, were left to the poffeilion of the vidors. Nizam Shaw,

elated by his fuccefs, aflaulted the fort of Kallean, and the garrifon,

alarmed at the defeat of their friends, laid down their arms, and

furrendered without attempting any oppofition.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw after his defeat, in order to fave his own ter-

ritories from devaflation, invaded the enemy's country ; and coming

fuddenly before Porundeh, finding the gates open, rufhed with a

large body of troops into the fortrefs, which fubmitted, and was

given in charge to one of his Dekkanee amras. He then laid waftc

the country round, and having coUeded contributions, upon advice

that Nizam Shaw was approaching, retreated towards Beejapore.

Nizam Shaw marched to recover Porundeh; but before he had

arrived within many miles, the cowardly governor, being alarmed,

without acquainting any one of his defign, fled by night, and his fol-

lowers the next morning imitated the example of their chief. The
third day after, the empty fortrefs was taken pofTeffion of by the

former maflers.
'

Ibrahim Adil Shaw put the cowardly Dekkanee to death on his

arrival at Beejapore, and began to make preparation to retake the

fort
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fort of Kallean. Boorahan Nizam Shaw, upon advice of his defigns,

fent ambaffadors to Ramraaje, who agreed to meet him near Roijore,

when they might form a plan for their mutual operations in the war.

A.D. 1551. Ramraaje, agreeable to his promife in the year 959, moved with a

confiderable force to the place appointed for an interview, and Nizam
Shaw meetine him, it was refolved, that the former fhould have

Mudkul and Roijore, and the latter the city and dependancies of

Sholapore. The allies laid fiege to Roijore without delay -, and upon

its being taken, the garrifon of Mudkul furrendered the keys to

Ramraaje, without making any oppolition ; and he, having left his

younger brother with an army to affift Nizam Shaw in the redudion

of Sholapore, returned to Beejanuggur. Nizam Shaw took the place

in a fliort time, and having flrengthened it, returned to Ahmed-
nuggur. . -:

Upon the death of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, a peace was eftab-

Ii£hed between his fucceffor fultan Houffein and Ibrahim Adil Shaw,

who had a friendly meeting on their borders, and parted much fatis-

lied with each other ; but this good underftanding did not laft long,

and agreement was changed to war. Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, who
had fled to avoid the refentment of his fovereign Houffein Shaw,

coming to Beejapore, infpired fultan Ibrahim with the defire of

retaking Sholapore ; and for this purpofe he concluded treaties of

friendfhip with Ramraaje, and invited into his fervice Syef Ein al

Moolk, commander in chief to the late Nizam Shaw, who had taken

refuge in Bcrar from the opprefllons of his fucceflbr. His offers were

accepted by that general, and the fultan conferred upon him high titles,

with confiderable jaghires, and an immediate prefent of money. By
his advice he foon after fpread the umbrella of royalty over the head

of Shaw Ali, fon of Boorahan Shaw, who had taken refuge at his

court ; intending, firft to feat him on the throne of Ahmednuggur,
and then to pofTefs himfelfof Kallean and Sholapore, in reparation of
his former defeats and lofTes. He firfl fent Shaw Ali, with twO;

thoufand
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thoufand horfe that had joined him from Ahmednuggur, to attempt

drawing over the nobility of that kingdom to his caule, but with Httle

fuccefs ; and Houflein Nizam Shaw having put his army in motion,

fultan Ibrahim marched from Beejapore, after diftributing large fums

among his forces by way of encouragement.

Both armies met in the plains of Sholapore, and drew up to en-

gage. Ibrahim gave the command of his right wing to Syef al

Moolk Canaanee and Ankufs Khan, and that of the left to Noor
Khan and Immaam al Moolk ; himfelf taking pod with the houle-

hold troops in the center. The herawul, or advanced line, was

commanded by Syef Ein al Moolk, who began the adion with great

impetuofity ; but fultan Ibrahim difapproving his feparation fo far

from the main body, fignified, that on the day of battle the heravml

fhould remain nearer the army, in order fooner to receive fupport, if

neceflary. The general returned for anfwer, that his majefty's obferva-

tion was very juft j but that as he had advanced fo far, to return would

only give fpirits to the enemy. When he had faid this, he pufhed

on to the charge ; and on the firit onfet feized the enemy's cannon,

which he fpiked up, and drove the enemy's herawul back on their

main body : by this he was refolutely oppofed, Houflein Shaw com-

manding in perfon. Many hundreds were llain, the army of Nizam
Shaw began to give way, and muft have been inevitably defeated,

had the gallantry of Syef Ein al Moolk met with the fmalleft fupport.

At this crifls, feveral amras who had been repulfed from the left of

Ibrahim Adil Shaw advanced to the affiflance of their fovereign, and

almoft furrounded Syef Ein al Moolk ; who now in his turn began

to be confufed ; but feeins: the umbrella and ilandards of fultan Ibra-

him, he, as was always his cuftom on defperate occafions, difmount-

cd from his horfe, refolved to conquer or die. Some weak people

who faw him difmount, told the fultan, that Syef Ein al Moolk,

having gone over to the enemy for a bribe, had jufl alighted to pay

his compliments to Houfl'ein Nizam Shaw. Ibrahim Adil Shaw,

N n who
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who upon his firft advancing had entertained fufpicions of the gene-

ral's fidelity, was now convinced of their truth, and without an

inflant's delay fled from the field, and did not ftop till he reached

Beejapore. Syef Ein al Moolk, feeing the rout of the king, nobly

fought his way through the .enemy with great lofs, and, upon his

arrival near the city, fent word refpedlfully to the fultan, that he

had loft all his baggage, and was without tents or any covering for

himfelf or miferable followers -, therefore he begged an advance of

money from the treafury, to enable him to repair his loffes and come
to the prefence in a proper manner. The fultan, who regarded his de-

feat as owing to his firft difobedience of orders, replied, that he wanted

not fuch inattentive and obftinate fervants as himfelf, and that he

might provide for himfelf wherever he could. Syef Ein al Moolk,

who could not accufe himfelf of any crime, was overwhelmed with

aftonifhment, and fent back his meifenger to reprefent to the fultan,

that he had ferved him to the danger of his life with unfhaken fidehty,

and facrificed five hundred brave relations and friends in the battle for

his majefty ; that in his prefent miferable fituation he could not move,

had no other refuge but his threfhold, and no other place where to

lay his head ; that he was his Have, and could not move to any other

court. The fultan imagining there was fomewhat of infolence in the.

latter part of the meflage, ordered the bearer of it to be beaten and

turned out of the prefence.

Syef Ein al Moolk now defpairing of affiftance fi^cm the fultan,

had recourfe to the advice of his friends how to proceed. They
propofed his going to his jaghire, and raifing the colledlions of the

autumn harveft, then juft ripcj after which, fhould the fultan fend

a force to expel him, he might retire wherever he fhould fee beft.

Ein al Moolk, approving the plan, marched from Beejapore to the

diilridts of Maan, and colledling the revenues, divided them among
his followers. Ibrahim Adil Shaw foon after fent one of his amras

with five thoufand horfe to expel him from the country ; but the

royalifts
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royalifts were defeated; and Ein al Moolk from this fuccefs being

grown bolder, colledled the revenues of many diftrids, as Malweh,.

Mirch, and fome others. The fultan upon this, detached againfl

him ten thoufand horfe and foot, under command of Beafs Koolli

and Dillawer Khan Hubihee, who were alfo defeated ; and fo many
elephants and horfes, with fuch a quantity of valuable baggage, fell

into the hands of the rebels, that Ein al Moolk, becoming formida-

able, extended his views to eftablifh himfelf in the country as aa

independant chief, for which purpofe he began to levy additional

troops.
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Ibrahim- Adil Shaw thought proper now to march againft the

rebel in perfon, at the head of five thoufand chofen horfe, three

thoufand foot, and a great train of artillery. Ein al Moolk encamp-

ed on the river of Maan ; and the fultan arriving, remained fome

days on the oppofite bank without attacking him ; which encouraged

the rebel, who now refolved not to leave the country without fight-

ing, and for three days together advanced towards the fultan's camp,

as if to engage, but as often retreating ; and the royal army remained

under arms each day from dawn till funfet, expedring the attack. On
• the fourth day, Syef Ein al Moolk alfo put his troops in motion ; but

the royal army, fuppofing that his defign was only to parade, as on

the preceding days, negledted to make preparations, only keeping

up the common guards of the camp. At length, the enemy's

ftandard appearing in fight, Ibrahim Adil Shaw drawing up his troops

in great hafte and irregularity, moved out of the camp to give battle.

Ein al Moolk, averfe from engaging the fultan in perfon, confuited

with his friends ; obferving, that it was treacherous to fight againft

the royal umbrella ^ to which all aflented, except Mortiza Khan

Anjoo, who remarked, that the umbrella did not fight, therefore

there was no danger of fhedding royal blood. Ein al Moolk, pleafed

with this cafuiftry, altered his mind, and without delay charged the

royal armyj and attacking the center, where fultan Ibrahim was-

N n 2 pofled.
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pofted, prefTed fo vigoroully that it was foon difordered, and the

lultan fled ; upon which his whole line broke, and the vidtory was

decided in favour of Ein al Moolk, who feized the royal umbrella,

elephants, artillery, and other infignia of empire, befides all the

tents and baggage. The fultan {hut himfelf up in the citadel of

Beejapore; and fo great was the alarm of the people on this defeat,

that the ruin of the royal family was pronounced to be inevitable. Syef

Ein al Moolk followed his fuccefs, and came before Beejapore,

where he for feveral days affaulted various parts of the city, and en-

deavoured to cut oiF all fupplies of provifions from the inhabitants.

In this exigence, Ibrahim Adil Shaw applied to Ramraaje for

affiflance againft the rebels, fending him a prefent of a large fum ;

upon which, that roy difpatched his brother Negtaderee with a great

force to expel the enemy. Syef Ein al Moolk, imitating Affiid

Khan, refolved to furprize the infidels ; but Negtaderee having in-

telligence of his defigns, ordered his troops to be on their guard; and

having procured long faggots, with cloth fteeped in oil bound round

one end of each, commanded his followers upon the alarm being

given to light them, and, holding them up as high as poffible, give

the troops a full light of the enemy. Ein al Moolk, agreeably to

his intentions, having one night chofen two thoufand men for the

purpofe, marched with Sullabut Khan to the enemy's camp, which

he was allowed to enter unmolefted ; but upon a fignal given, aU the

brands were inflantly lighted up, and Negtaderee, who was prepared

with his troops, rulhed upon the furprizers, who exped:ed no refift-

ance, with fuch fuccefs, that above five hundred of them were killed

before the detachment could clear the camp. Ein al Moolk and

Sullabut with the greateft difficulty made their efcape 3 but lofing the

road through the darknefs of the night, a report fpread in his camp
on the return of fome of the fugitives, that he was killed ; and his

troops being immediately ftruck with a panic, feparated, and fled ta

different quarters, Ein al Moolk and Sullabut Khan, with two hun-

dred
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dred horfe, about daylight arriving at their ground, and feeing it de-

ferted, fled in confulion by the route of Maan to the dominions of

Nizam Shaw, where they fought protection, but were bafely aflaffin-

ated by his treachery; the particulars of which will appear in their

proper place, in the hiftory of that dynafty.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, £bon after the reftoration of his affairs, from,

hard drinking and promifcuous amours with women of pleafure, was

afflided with a complication of diforders. During his illnefs he put

to death feveral phyficians who had failed in cure, beheading (bme,

and treading others to death by elephants -, fo that all the furviving

medical practitioners, alarmed, fled from his dominions. At length,

he departed this life, in the year 96 c, and was buried at Kookee, A. D. 1557.

near his father and grandfather, after a reign oftwenty four years and

fome months. He left behind him two fons and two daughters.

}if

SULTAN t'f
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SULTAN

ABOU AL MUZZUFFIR ALI

ADIL SHAW BEEJAPOREE.

buLTAN Ali Adil Shaw, from his childhood, was remarkahle for

his ready wit and various accomplifhments. When he had but juft

entered into youth, his father, fultan Ibrahim, one day in his prefence

praifed God who had given him grace to quit the heretical opinions of

his father and grandfather, and embrace the orthodox religion. The
prince humouroufly remarked, that as the fultan had thought it proper

to quit the faith of his parents, it was incumbent upon all children to

follow fo excellent an example. The fultan, being diipleafed at this

repartee, afked his fon what fed he followed ; to which the prince

replied, that at prefent he was of the fame opinion with his majefty,

but hereafter God muft dired him. Sultan Ibrahim from this

anfwer guefling him inclined to the fheea faith, difgraced his pre-

ceptor, Khajeh Einaiut Oolla Sheerazee, and in a few days after put

him to death by the fentence of the divines of the fooni ; and ap-

pointed MooUa Fatteh Oolla Sheerazee preceptor to his fon. This

learned man was fecretly a Iheea, though for his own fafety he out-

wardly profefled the do<ftrines of Hunnefi ; fo that he was much
efleemed by his pupil. Not long after this, a party of the nobility

having entered into the fchemes of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, propofed

bribing the clerk of the kitchen to poifon fultan Ibrahim, to feat his

brother
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brother Abdoolla on the throne, and reftore the publick exercife ofthe

flieea faith. The clerk of the kitchen, who had at firil favoured the

deiign, no fooner heard the intention of changing the religion eftab-

lifhed, of which he was a ftridt follower, than he revealed the plot

to the fultan, who put all the conlpirators to death, but his brother

efcaped to the port of Goa. Ibrahim nov/ became fufpicious of his

fon, and fent him with his tutor to the fortrefs of Mirch, giving

ilriift orders to the governor Secunder Khan to watch him clofely,

and prevent any perfons of the flaeea fed: from approaching his per-

fon, or their dodlrines to be mentioned in his prefence. It happened,

however, that the governor and his fon in law, Kamil Khan Dek-
kanee, were privately flieeas ; fo that inflead of obferving the orders

of the fultan, they attached themfelves firmly to the prince, endea-

vouring to acquire his good opinion by indulgence. When the fultan

was taken ill, and his end appeared nigh, the prince frequently

afcending the pulpit in a mofque, read the prayers after the ritual of

the fheeas, and fometimes KamilKhan officiated. This behaviour com-

ing to the knowledge of the fultan, he refolvedto appoint his younger

fon, Thamafp, to the fucceffion j but learning that he was by far a

more zealous fheea than his brother, he was enraged againft him, and

committed him to confinement in the fortrefs of Balgoan. He then

faid he fhould leave the fucceffion to be determined by the decrees of

providence, and the miniflers of government to eled either of the

princes they might chufe for their fovereign.

iSj

!8 tl

When the life of Ibrahim Adil Sha'w was defpaired of, Mahum-
mud Kifhwer Khan, governor of the diftridls of Bikree, Balgoan,

and Roibaugh, of great wealth and influence, moved towards the

fort of Mirch, reprefenting to Secunder Khan, who commanded that

garrifon, that as the fultan's end was approaching, it was probable

that many officers of the court and jaghiredaurs would embrace

the caufe of fultan Thamafp, and raife diffentions in the ftate ; there-

fore it would be prudent to fpread the umbrella of royalty over the

head
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head of prince Ali immediately, and let him encamp under the walls

of Mirch, that the people might join his ftandard, and he be able, to

move to Beejapore without delay on the death of his father. Secundef

Khan, approving this precaution, inverted fultan Ali with the infignia

of royalty, and fent his fon in. law, Kamil Khan, to attend him out of

the fort. He was immediately joined by Kifliwer Khan, who pre-

fented him with a large fum of money, and was honoured with the

khelaut of commander in chief, and Kamil Khan Dekkanee was alfo

raifed to the rank of nobility. The news of the prince's operations

fpreading abroad, the troops repaired to his ftandard from various

quarters, and many of the nobility of the court, with the body guards,

quitted Beejapore, and haftened to pay their compliments. Upon
the death of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, fultan Ali without delay moved
towards the capital, and was met on the route by all the officers of

the court, with the infignia of royalty belonging to his father, which

they laid at the feet of their fovereign. On his arrival within two

miles of the city, he afcended the throne in the garden of Kifli-

wer Khan. All the fyeds and learned men pronounced prayers

for his fuccefs, and the nobility and officers, railing their voices in

congratulation, prefented offerings. The fultan gave orders for a

town to be ere(fted near, the place, to commemorate his acceffion

;

which was foon built, and called Shawpore. His attention to the

ilourifliing flate of religion he gave immediate proofs of, by ilTuing

orders for the khootbah to be read through all his dominions in the

name of the Imaums, as during the reign of his grandfather. He
ordered forty perfons to be employed in his train as criers, to utter

curfes againfl: and abufe the Sahabeh, agreeably to the ceremonies of

the fheea fe<ft ; which was accordingly done in the mofques, at the

publick audiences, and whenever the fultan appeared abroad. As
juftice is a treafure, which encreafes by expenditure, and a building

which fire cannot burn, nor the engines of viciffitude deftroy, the

fultan, by his attention to equity, became enrolled among the juft

monarchs i paying fuch regard to the eafe and rights of the fubjed,

that
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that the revenues of his dominions were encreafed, and the circle of

his kingdom greatly extended.

In the firft year of his reign, as he was eager to recover the forts

of Kallean and Sholapore, which had fallen into the poffeffion of

Nizam Shaw, without waiting for the cuftomary compliment of am-

baffadors from the furrounding powers to congratulate his acceffion,

he difpatched Kifhwer Khan and Shaw Abou Teraab Sheerazee to

negotiate a treaty of alliance at Beejanuggur; at the fame time fend-

ing Mahummud HoufTein Suddeekee for the fame purpofe to Ah-
mednuggur. Ramraaje received the ambafladors with proper ho-

nours, and ient back one of his confidential officers with Kifhwer

Khan, to congratulate the fultan's acceffion ; but Nizam Shaw, who
was jealous of the defigns of Ali Adil Shaw, did not fhewthe proper

compliments to his embafly, nor fend any in return, but gave flrong

marks of difguft and enmity. Ali Adil Shaw, who was intent on

extricating his dominions from the lofTes of his father by alliance with

Ramraaje, on the death of a fon of that monarch, with uncommon
prudence and refolution went, attended by one hundred horfe, to

Beejanuggur, to offer his condolance on the melancholy occafion.

Ramraaje received him with the greateft refped, and the fultan with

the kindeft perfuafions prevailed upon him to lay afide his mourning.

The wife of Ramraaje adopted the fultan as her fon, and at the end

of three days, which were fpent in interchanges of friendly profef-

fions, he took his leave j but as Ramraaje did not attend him out of

the city, he was difgufled, and treafured up the affi-ont in his mind,

though too prudent to fhew any figns of difpleafure for the prefent.

Ali Adil Shaw, on his return from Beejanuggur finding that

the enmity of Houflein Nizam Shaw was daily encreafing, intimated

to him that it was clear to the whole world, that the forts of Kal-

lean and Sholapore belonged to his family by ancient right, though,

owing to the misfortunes of his father, they had pafled into that of

O o Nizam
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Nizam Shaw ; but that now he hoped they would be reftored, or at

leaft the former, from confiderations of regard. Shaw Houflein

Anjoo, though he ufed every argument, could not prevail on Nizam
Shaw to give up either place to remove the caufes of contention ; fo

that the flames of enmity every day blazed higher. At length AH
Adil Shaw fent another ambailador to Ahmednuggur, reprefenting,

that paffion and negledl in matters of fuch importance did not become

great kings 3 therefore, to prevent ill confequences, Nizam Shaw
muft give up the forts, when agreement and friendfhip would en-

creafe between their ilates ; but if not, he might exped: the march

of an army into his dominions, which fhould be laid wafte without

mercy.

Houflein Nizam Shaw, inflamed by this mefl!age, fent back a

reply fo indecent in expreflion as to be unfit to relate ; which en-

creaied the anger of Ali Adil Shaw, who without delay changing

the colour of his umbrella and ftandard from yellow to green, the

colour of Nizam Shaw, by way of defiance, according to the cuftom

of Dekkan, challenged him to come and reclaim his honour.

A. D. 1558. In the year 966, AH Adil Shaw having called Ramraaje to his

afliftance, they in concert invaded the dominions of Houflein Nizam
Shaw, and laid them wafl:e in fuch a manner, that from Porundeh to

Khiber, and from Ahmednuggur to Dowlutabad, not a mark of

population was to be feen. The infidels of Beejanuggur, who for

many years had been wifhing for fuch an event, left no cruelty un-

pradtifed. They infulted the honour of the mufliilmaun women,

defliroyed the mofques, and did not refped: even the facred koraun.

Houflein Nizam Shaw, by the advice of Cafim Beg Hakeem, Shaw
Jafiier, and other minifl:ers, declining any oppofition in the field,

retired to Puttan, and after fome time purchafed his peace by giving

up KaUean to Ali Adil Shaw ; but the enemy had no fooner retired

from his dominions, than he entered into alliance with Ibrahim

Koottub.
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Koottub Shaw, and marched in conjundion with him to retake the

fort he had juft furrendered. AU Adil Shaw, upon receiving intel-

hgence of the league againft him, difpatched Kiihwer Khan and

Abou Teraab to Beejanuggur, to demand aid from Ramraaje; and
alfo invited Ali Bereed to enter into alhance. Ramraaje, who
knew the abilities of the fultan, judging that iliould he refufe his

affiflance, he would make peace with the mulTulmaun powers, and

attempt the recovery of Mudkul and Roijore, marched to join him
with fifty thoufand horfe and a great army of foot. The allies met
on the banks of the Kiilnah, and moved immediately towards Kal-

lean, which was then befieged by the united armies of Nizam Shaw
and Koottub Shawee.
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Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, according to his ufual mode of embracing

the ftrongeft party, quitted his ally, and came over fuddenly to Ali

Adil Shaw; upon which Nizam Shaw without delay retreated to

Ahmednuggur ; but as the allies followed him with the utmoft expe-

dition to that city, he did not think proper to remain ; and having

thrown a reinforcement and fupplies into the citadel, retired to the

town of Khiber. The three fovereigns laid fiege to Ahmednuggur,

and difpatched detachments various ways to lay wafte the country-

round. The Hindoos of Beejanuggur committed the moft outrageous

devailations, burning and razing the buildings, putting up their

horfes in the mofques, and performing their idolatrous worfhip in the

holy places; but, notvvithftanding the fiege was pufhed with the

greatefl vigour, the garrifon held out with relblution, hoping,

that at the approach of the rainy feafon, the enemy would be

neceffitated to raife the fiege.

When the rains had fet in, fi-om the floods, damp, and want of

provifions, difixefs began to prevail in the camp of the allies, and

Koottub Shaw alfo fecretly correfponded with the befieged, to whom
he privately fent in grain. Ali Adil Shaw, fufpeding the caufes of

O o 2 the
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the obftinancy of the befieged, and, probably, jealous of the beha-

viour of his Hindoo allies, . perfuaded Ramraaje to raife the fiege, and

march againft Sholapore. Upon their arrival within fome miles of

that fortrefs, Kiihvver Khan, feeing the danger of the aggrandize-

ment of the Hindoo prince, reprefented to Ali Adil Shaw, that

fhould the fort of Sholapore fall, Ramraaje would moft probably

keep it for himfelf, and extend his views to the neighbouring coun-

tries ; that, therefore, it would be more advifeable to endeavour at

acquiring the fort of Nuldirruk by his aid, and leave the redudlion of

Sholapore to a more convenient time, when there would be no fear

of rivalry in the pofTeflion. Ali Adil Shaw, approving this advice,

perfuaded Ramraaje to alter his views, and move to the place where

raja Nul had formerly eredted a ftrong fortrefs. Here, after throw-

ing up an extenfive work of Hone, the allies took leave of each

other, and returned to their feveral dominions.

In the firft expedition, on which Ali Adil Shaw prefled by the

behaviour of Houffein Nizam Shaw, had called Ramraaje to his

affiftance, the Hindoos at Ahmednuggur committed great outrages,

and omitted no mark of difrefpe<fl to the holy religion of the faithful,

finging and performing their fuperftitious worfhip in the mofques.

The fultan was much hurt at this infult to the faith ; but, as he had

not the abiUty to prevent it, he did not feem to obferve it. Ram-
raaje alfo, at the conclufion of this expedition, looking on the Illaam

fultans as of little confequence, refufed proper honours to their am-

baffadors. When he admitted them to his prefence, he did not

defire them to fit, and treated them with the moft contemptuous

referve and haughtinefs. He made them attend when in publick in

his train on foot, not allowing them to mount till he gave orders.

On the return from the laft expedition to Nuldirruk, the officers and

foldiers of his army in general, treated the mulTulmauns with info-

lence, fcoffing, and contemptuous language; and Ramraaje, after

taking leave, cafting an eye of avidity on the countries of Koottub

Shaw
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Shaw and Adil Shaw, difpatched armies to the frontiers of each.

AH Adil Shaw, to purchafe peace, and preferve the reft of his

dominions, gave up the diflrifts of Outungpore and Bakreekobej

and Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, for the fame end, reiigned Kowilcon-

dah, Bankul, and Kunbore.

Ramraaje daily continuing to encroach on the dominions of the

mufiulmauns, Adil Shaw at length refolved, if poffible, to punifh

his infolence and curtail his power, by a general league of the faith-

ful againft him; for which purpofe, he convened an aflembly of his

friends and confidential advifers. Kiftiwer Khan Laaree and Shaw
Abou Teraab Sheerazee, whofe abilities had often been experienced,

reprefented, that the fultan's defire to humble the pride of the roy of

Beejanuggur was undoubtedly meritorious, and highly politic, but

could never be efFedted, unlefs by a general alliance of the fultans of

Dekkan, as the revenues of his country, collected from fixty feaports,

and numerous flourifhing cities and diftrid:s, amounted to an immenfc

fum ; which enabled him to maintain a vafl force, agaxnfl which no

fingle fultan of the mufTulmauns could ftand with the fmalleil prof-

pedl of fuccefs. Ali Adil Shaw, approving thefe remarks, com-
manded Kifhwer Khan to take meafures to effed: a general alliance •

and an ambafTador was difpatched without delay to found the wifhes

of Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, and open to him, if prudent, the defigned

plan.

Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, who had long been inwardly ftung with

indignation at the haughtinefs, infolence, and ufurpations of Ram-
raaje, eagerly agreed to the propofed alliance, and oifered himfelf as

mediator to effedt a union of friendfhip between Ali Adil Shaw and

J^izam Shaw, promiiing to obtain for the former the fort of Shola-

pore, which had been the caufe of all their difagreement. With
-this view, fultan Ibrahim immediately difpatched Muftafa Khan
Ardiflaanee, the moft intelligent nobleman of his court, to Ali Adil

Shaw,

293
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Shaw, with orders, if he fliould find him fincere in his intentions, to

proceed to Ahmednuggur without delay, and conclude the alliance.

Muftafa Khan, on his arrival at Beejapore, feeing every reafon to

believe that the fultan was refolved on the defign of alliance, and

war againft the infidels, departed for Ahmednuggur without delay,

and laid his commiffion in a private audience before Houffein Nizam
Shaw. He reprefented to him, that during the times of the Bhame-
nee princes, when the whole ftrength of the muflTulmaun power was

in one hand, the balance between it and the force of the roies of
Beejanuggur was nearly equal j that now the mufiiilmaun authority

was divided, policy demanded that all the faithful princes fhould

unite as one, and obferve the ftridleft friendfhip, that they might

continue fecure from the attacks of their powerful common enemy,

and the authority of the roies of Beejanuggur, who had reduced all

the rajas of Carnatic to their yoke, be diminifhed, and removed far

from the countries of Iflaam ; that the people of their feveral do-

minions, who ought to be confidered as the charge of the Almighty

committed to their care, might repofe free from the oppreffions of the

unbelievers, and their mofques and holy places be made no longer

the dwellings of infidels.

Thefe remarks had a full cffe&. upon the mind of Houffein Nizam

Shaw, who was pleafed at the fincerity of Muftafa Khan, and treated

him with the moft honourable attentions, fo that the minifter had

every opportunity he could defire of promoting his views, and which

he did not negledt. After a negotiation of fome days, it was deter-

mined, that Houffein Nizam Shaw fhould give his daughter Chaund

Bibi in marriage to Ali Adil Shaw, with the fortrefs of Sholapore as a

portion -, and that he fhould receive the fifler of that prince, named

Huddeeah fultan, as a confort for his eldefl fon fultan Mortiza ; that

a firm friendihip fhould for the future fubfifl between both flates,

and that they fhould unite fincerely to reduce the power of Ramraaje,

and march againil him in conjunction without delay. When thefe

points
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points were fettled, MooUa Einaut Oolla came with Muftafa Khan
as ambaflador to Beejaporcj the proper treaties and agreements

were drawn up, and confirmed by the moft folemn oaths. On
the fame day, nuptial rejoicings and feftivals were held at Beejapore

and Ahmednuggur, and the two princefles fent in great pomp and

magnificence to their feparate courts ; after which, HoulTein Nizam
Shaw, Ali Adil Shaw, and Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, as alfo Bereed

Shaw, began with great vigour preparations for the war againft

Ramraaje.

Ali Adil Shaw, preparatory to the war, and to afford himfelf a

pretence for breaking with his ally, difpatched an ambaflTador to

Ramraaje, demanding reftitution of fome diftridls that had been

wrefted from him. As he expedted, Ramraaje expelled the am-
baflador in a very difgraceful manner from his court; and the united

fultans now haflened the preparations to crufli the common enemy of

the Iflaam faith. In the year 972, the four princes met with their A. D. 1564.

armies, on the plains of Beejapore, and on the twentieth ofJummad
al Awul the fame year, marched in conjunction from that neigh-

bourhood. After fome days, they arrived near the banks of the

Kiftnah, at Talicote ; where, as that place belonged to Ali Adil

Shaw, he entertained his allies with great fplendour, and fent ftridl

orders to all the governors of his dominions, to forward fupplies of

provifions from their diftrids regularly to the camp.

Ramraaje, though he faw the union of the muffulmauns againft

him, did not defcend in the leaft from his former haughtinefs, but

treated their ambaflTadors with fcornful language, and regarded their

enmity as of httle moment. He firft difpatched his youngefl bro-

ther Eeltumraaje, with twenty thoufand horfe, five hundred ele-

phants, and one hundred thoufand foot, to remain on the bank of

the Kiftnah, and block up all the pafiTages of that river. After this

force, he fent his brother Negtaderee with a great army, and follow-

ed
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ed himfelf, by flow marches, with the whole power,of his dominions.

The allied princes, finding that all the known ferries and fords were

blocked up by the enemy, difpatched their fpies to explore the river,

in hopes of finding fome place at which they might be able to crofs

their troops ; but, after much fearch, it was found that the only fafe

ford for an army was diredly in their front, and in pofl^ffion of the

enemy, who had thrown up works fortified with cannon and fire-

works on the oppofite bank. The allies, upon this information held

a council, at which it was determined that they fliould march ex-

peditioufly to another part of the river, as ifto crofs, in hope that the

enemy might quit their ftation to follow, when they might return

fuddenly, and gain the defired ford without interruption. The army

of Iflaam, agreeably to this plan, moved the next morning, and

continued to do fo for three days fucceffively, which deceived the

enemy, who quitted their ftations, and followed their courfe along

the oppofite bank of the river. The fultans on the third night fud-

denly decamped, and moved with fo much rapidity, that the next

day they gained the ford which the enemy had deferted, and croffed

the river without oppofition. In the morning they moved to within

ten miles of the camp of Ramraaje ; who, though furprized at their

aftivity, was not alarmed, commanded his brothers to join him, and

kept ftri<fl watch during night round his camp, apprehending a

furprize. The day following the allies arranged their army in order

of battle. The right was entrufted to Ali Adil Shaw, the left to Ali

Bereed Shaw and Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, and the center to Houfi^ein

Nizam Shaw. The artillery, faftened together by ftrong chains and

ropes, was drawn up in front of the line, and the war elephants

placed in various pofitions, agreeable to cullom. Each prince exalted

his particular ftandard in the center of his own army, and the allies

moved in clofe order againfl the enemy.

Ramraaje entrufted his left to his brother Eeltumraaje, to oppoic

Koottub Shaw, and his right to his other brother Negtaderee, againft

AK
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All Adil Shawj while he himfelf commanded in his center. Two
thoufand war elephants and one thoufand pieces of cannon were

placed at ditFerent intervals of his line. About twelve o'clock iii the

day, Ramraaje mounted a *finghaufin, in fpite of the remonftrances of
his officers, \vho wifhed him to be onhorieback, as much fafer j but

he faid, there was no occalion for taking precaution againft children,

who would certainly fly on the firft charge. Both armies being in

motion, loon came to battle, and the infidels begun the attack by vaft

flights of rockets and rapid difcharges of artillery, which did not dif-

courage the allies. A general a(5tion took place, and many were flain

on both Tides. Ramraaje finding a different behaviour in the enemy
from what he had expected, defcended from his finghaufin, and

feating himfelf on a rich throne fet with jewels, under a canopy of

crimfon velvet, embroidered with gold and adorned with fringes of

peads, ordered his treafurer to place heaps of money all round him,

that he might confer rewards on fuch of his followers as deferved his

attention. There were alfo rich ornaments of gold and jewels

placed for the fame purpofe. The infidels, infpired with the genero-

fity of their prince, charged the right and left of the allies with fuch

vigour, that they were thrown into diforder ; and Ali Adil Shaw and

Koottub Shaw began to defpair of viftorj'-, and prepare for retreat.

Houffein Nizam Shaw remained firm in the center, and pufhed fo

vigorouily that of Ramraaje, that it began to be confufed; upon

which the roy again mounted his finghaufin, which was foon after

let fall by the bearers on the approach of a furious elephant belonging

to Nizam Shaw ; and before he had time to recover himfelf and

mount a horfe, a body of the allies took him prifoner, and conducted

him to Chela Roomi, who commanded the artillery. He carried

him to Nizam Shaw, who ordered inftantly his head to be ftruck off,

and placed upon the point of a long fpear, that his death might be

proclaimed to the enemy. The Hindoos, according to cuflom, when

they faw their chief deftroyed, fled in the utmofi: confufion and difor-

der from the field of battle, and were purfued by the allies with fuch

P p fuccefyful

* A fort of litter.
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fuccefsful flaughter, that the river which ran near the field was dyed

red with their blood. It is computed, on the beft authorities, that

above one hundred thoufand infidels were flain in fight and during

the purfuit. The plunder was fo great, that every private man in

the allied army became rich in gold, jewels, efFedts, tents, arms,

horfes and flaves, as the fultans left every perfon in pofieffion ofwhat

he had acquired, only taking elephants for their own ufe. Firmauns

with accounts of this very important victory were difpatched to their

feveral dominions, and the fultans, a few days after the battle,

marched onwards into the country of Ramraaje as far as Anicondeh,

and the advanced troops penetrated to Beejanuggur, which they

plundered, razed the chief buildings, and committed all manner of

excefs. When the depredations of the allies had deflroyed all the

country round, Negtaderee, who had efcaped from the battle to a

diftant fortrefs, fent humble entreaties of peace to the fultans, to

whom he gave up all the places which his brother had wrefted from

them ; and the vidtors being fatisfied, took leave of each other at

Roijore, and returned to their feveral dominions. The raaje of Bee-

januggur fince this battle has never recovered its ancient ijplendour ;

and the city itfelf has been fo deflroyed, that it is now totally in ruins

and uninhabited; while the country has been feized by the zemin-

dars, each of whom hath alTumed an independant power in his

own diftridl.

Houflein Nizam Shaw dying not long after this event, was fuc-

ceeded by his fon Mortiza, then a minor ; and AH Adil Shaw think-

ing this a proper opportunity to execute his defigns, moved with an

army to Anicondeh, in order to place Timraaje, the fon of Ram-
raaje, on the mufnud of Bilcondah, and depofe Negtaderee, hoping

by degrees to acquire for himfelf Anicondeh and Beejanuggur. Negr-

taderee, being informed of his defigns, wrote to Mortiza Nizam
Shaw and his mother Khoonzeh fultana, who diredled his affairs, for

afliftance, as he regarded himfelf as their dependant. The fultana,

by
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by the advice of Moolla Einaiut Oolla, taking her fon with her,
]

marched at the head of an army to Beejapore ; upon which Ali Adil

Shaw retreated expeditioufly from Anicondeh, and returned to his

capital ; before which frequent Ikirmifhes happened between the two
armies, but at length the fultana thought it advifeable to return with
her fon to Ahmednuggur.

The next year, at the requeft of the fultana regent, Ali Adil

Shaw, accompanied the army of Nizam Shaw to Berar, which was
laid wafte ; but the fultan returned on the approach of the rains to

Beejapore. This year the ftone wall round that city was completed.

As, on account of the ill management of the relations of Khoonzeh
fultana, the government of Nizam Shaw was much weakened, Ali

Adil Shaw formed views of reducing fome parts of the country to his

authority. He prefented Kummaul Kilhwer Khan with the flandard

of Affud Khan Balgoaanee ; on which was embroidered an angry lion;

and in the beginning of the year 975 fent him, with twenty thoufand A. D. 1567.

horfe, to invade the territories of Nizam Shaw. The general poffefl-

ed himfelf of fome pergunnahs with little oppolition, and in a iliort

time eredted a fort for their defence, which he named Darwer.

Mortiza Nizam Shaw, having at length wrefted his power from the

hands of his mother, marched to recover his pofTeffions j upon which

Kifhwer Khan fhut himfelf up in the fort, which he had well, flock-

ed with ftores and provifions, to fuftain a fiege. Ankufs Khan, and

other amras who had been fent to his fupport by Ali Adil Shaw,

either out of hatred to him, difhonefly, or folly, chofe to quit him,

under pretence of drawing off the enemy's attention by plundering

and laying wafte the environs of Ahmednuggur. Nizam Shaw, un-

intimidated by this feint, as he had taken an oath not to retire with-

out reducing the fortrefs, made an immediate affault upon it, without

any regular apprdacheSj and fucceeded, contrary to the expectations of

his own troops, by the lucky accident of Kifhwer Khan's being killed

by an arrow, as he was conducting the defence; after which his fol-

•'^-
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lowers fled through a wicket out of the place, which fell into the

hands of Nizam Shaw, with all the diftridts that had been wrefted

from his territories by the army of Ali xA.dil Shaw. Khajeh Meeruk

and Peer Ilpahanee were immediately detached with a large force

after Ein al Moolk, who had moved towards Ahmednuggur ; and

overtaking him, a defperate adlion enfued, in which that chief was

killed, Noor Khan taken prifoner, and the fhattered remains of Adil

Shaw's army returned to Beejapore with great, difficulty and much
lofs.

In thefe years, Ali Adil Shaw marched againft Goa to reduce the

Europeans, but retreated without effedling any thing, after the lofs

of a great number of men. He then moved againll: the fortrefs of

Oodnee, then in polleffion of one of the principal amras of Ramraaje,

who on the death of his mafter had affumed independance. Ankufs

Khan was difpatched on this fervice, with eight thoufand horfe,

infantry, and a conliderable train of artillery. Several adtions were

fought on the plain ; and at length the chief fhut himfelf up in the

fortrefs, which was well fupplied with flores and provilions j but

Ankufs Khan carried on the fiege with fuch vigour, that at length it

fubmitted to his arms. Oodnee was fituated upon the fu^amit of a

very high hill, and contained many ponds and fountains of clear and

fweet water, with numerous princely flrudtures. The roies of Bee-

januggur regarding it as impregnable to the arms of Iflaam, had all

contributed to make it a convenient afylum for their families ; and it

was fortified with eleven walls, one within another, fo that it appear-

ed impoffible to reduce it by force^ and nothing but the clofe and
long blockade of Ankufs Khan could have reduced, it to the arms of
Beejapore.

This acquifition having given great reputation to the arms of Ali
Adil Shaw, he refolved on other conquefts ; prior to entering upon
which, he judged it proper to have a meeting with Mortiza Nizam

Shaw,-
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Shaw, who, at his requeft, came to an interview on his borders, at
which it was agreed, that he fhould poffefs himfelf of Berar, and
that Ali Adil Shaw might conquer as much of the dependancies on
Beejanuggur as he thought proper, without any interference from
Nizam Shaw to interrupt his plans.

In the year 981, Ali Adil Shaw marched againft the fortrefs of A.D. 1573.

Toorkul, which he had loft during the invafions of Ramraaje, after

whofe death it had fallen into the hands of Vingti and BufTabie, who
after a liege of feven months furrendered themfelves prifoners, and

Were put to death by painful tortures. The fultan then moved to

reduce Darwer, one of the ftrongeft forts in Carnatic, and at that

timepoflefled by one of the nobility of Ramraaje, who paid annually

a fmall acknowledgment to Eeltumraaje, and had acquired great

power. By the good condud of Multafa Khan Ardiftaanee, who
had been appointed prime minifter, the fort was taken in fix months

;

and when the furrounding country was perfectly reduced to order,

Ali Adil Shaw, at the perfualions of his vizier, carried his arms

againft Binkapore, the principal refidence of Velub Roy, who had

been betel-bearer to Ramraaje, after whofe death he had afliimed

indepen^ance, and had reduced the roies of Jerreh, Chundercote, and

Caroore to become his tributaries. Upon the approach of the royal

army he fliut himfelf up in the fort, and detached his fon, with-

a

thoufand horfe and ten thoufand foot, to line the woods and paffes,

in order to harafs the enemy as opportunity offered, and endeavour to

cut oiFfupplies of provilions. At the fame time, he fent letters to

Negtaderee, grandfon of Ramraaje, confeffing great penitence and

ibrrow for his difaffedlion to him as his legal fovereign, and begging

for afliftance againft the fultan j in coniideration of which he promifed

to pay an annual tribute, and in future continue firm to his alle-

giance. Negtaderee in reply wrote him, that by his wickednefs and

evil example, moft of the dependants on his houle had become

rebels, and departed from their duty, fo that it was with difficulty he-

could

M
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could fupport himfelf at Bilcondah and Chundageereh, which the

fultans of Iflaam had left him ; therefore he would advife him, if

money or jewels could purchafe peace, to lay afide his avarice, and

procure it at any price ; but if he Ihould find that impoffible, he muft

by all means in his power bring over the neighbouring roies to his

caufe, and prevail upon them to join his fon with their followers, and

harafs the muffulmauns by cutting oif provilions, and by nigl^t rob-

beries. He promifed to iffiie his firmauns to all his vaflals to affift

him, though he could not rely on their obedience.

Though Velub by this anfwer was reduced to deipair, yet agree-

ably to the advice of his prince, he prevailed on fome chiefs to join

his fon ; who adted with fuch vigour, that grain became very fcarce

in the royal camp, which he molefted at night by parties of robbers,

who did much execution. The footmen of the Carnatic, who valued

their lives but Httle, quite naked, and their bodies anointed with oil,

to prevent their being eafily feized, entered tents at night, and tab-
bed the fleeping inhabitants without mercy. Every night numbers
were killed by them in this treacherous manner ; and fo great a dread
and difcontent prevailed among the foldiers, that they were near
forcing the fultan to raife the fiege. At length Muilafa Khan pro-
vided a remedy, both to prevent famine and the nightly murders*
He detached the Bergee chiefs, with fix thoufand horfe, againft the
enemy in the field, and Rationed a chain of eight thoufand foot round
the camp every night. By this precaution the robbers were foon tired

of attempts, as they found it impoilible to efcape with impunity.
The Bergee chiefs performed their orders fo well, that the commu-
nication was kept open, and plenty reftored to the camp. The fiege
however continued for one year and three months, when provifions ia
the garrifon began to fail, and the fon of Velub dying, all the vaflal

roies who had attended him retired home. Velub, defpairing of
relief, at length fent ofixrs for furrendering the fort to the fultan, on
condition of being allowed to march away with his family and eifed:s,,

which.
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which AH Adil Shaw thought proper to grant, and the place was

evacuated accordingly. The fultan ordered a fuperb temple within

it to be deftroyed, and he himfelf laid the firft flone of a mofque,

which was built on the foundation, offering up praifes for his vidtory.

Muftafa Khan by this fuccefs acquired new credit, was honoured

with a royal drefs, and had many towns and diftrids of the con-

quered country conferred upon him in jaghire. The fultan, who
was much given to pleafure, entrufted to his fole management all

affairs of ftate, and refigned to him his feal, with orders to ufe it as

he pleafed, without waiting for particular inftrudions.

Four months after the reduction of Binkapore, when the country

was properly fettled by the royal officers, and the different chiefs had

fubmitted to pay tribute, Ali Adil Shaw took up his refidence in the

fort, where he fpent his time in a round ofamufements, and detached

Muflafa Khan, with twenty thoufand horfe and a great body of

infantry with artillery, to reduce the forts of Jerreh and Chundercote.

On the arrival of the minifler near the former, the roy made offers

of fubmiffion and tribute, which were accepted; and the army

moved on, without molefling him, to Chundercote, the roy of

which prepared for refiflance. Muflafa Khan laid liege to the

place, and dstached the Bergee chiefs to employ the roies who had

come to his afliflance. At the end of fourteen months the fort was

carried by florm, in the year 983, and Ali Adil Shaw came from A. D. 1575.

Binkapore to vifit it ; and having continued at it three months, re-

turned in triumph to Beejapore, after an abfence of fbmewhat more

than three years. Muflafa Khan remained at Chundercote to regu-

late the country, and the royal feal was left in his pofleflion ; while

orders were given to the heads of offices for all firmauns to be ex-

pedited by them from Beejapore for his approval.

The following year a petition came from Muflafa Khan, repre-

fenting, that the ancient fortrefs of Chundercote was iituated upon a

lofty
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lofty hill, and better calculated for defence than that now ftanding on

the plain ; fo that he wiftied the fultan would come and view the old

fite, that, if he approved, it might be refortified without delay. Ali

Adil Shaw, in compliance with his requeft, went with a fmall train

;

and approving the defign of his minifter, ordered a fort to be ere(9:ed.

It was finifhed in the fpace of one year, and the fultan came again

from Beejapore to view it. Subgeer Naik having come to vifit the

fultan, invited him to make the tour of his country } and Ali Adil

Shaw accepting the offer, left his army at Chundercote, and with

Muftafa Khan and four or five thoufand men, proceeded to the for-

trefs of Caroore. This place was fituated in a mountainous country,

full of forefls, and fo difficult of accefs, that in moft pafikges only

one horfeman could enter at a time. The fultan diHiking the ap-

pearance of the country, returned to Chundercote, leaving the Naik

all his pofTeflions 3 but Muflafa Khan, in order to make a merit of

his mafter's generofity, told the Naik, that it was with difficulty he

had perfuaded him from reducing the territory ^ therefore, if he

wifhed his own fafety, he had better fubmit to pay tribute, and draw
over the furrounding roies to do the lame. Subgeer Naik, by his

reprefentations, prevailed on Seeb Naik of Jerreh, the rannee of

Barcelore, and feveral other chiefs, to pay their refpedts to the fultan
;

to whom they prefented an offering of confiderable fums, and agreed

to pay an annual tribute. On the day on which thefe chiefs received

their drefles of difmiffion from the fultan, women's habits were pre-

pared for Baradeo, the rannee ofBarcelore, and another rannee, which
they declined accepting, faying, that though women in fex, they

held their dominions by mafculine ftrength : upon which the fultan

gave them men's dreffes, and praifed their valour. Thefe countries

have been long governed by women, the daughters always fucceeding

to the raaje, and the men ferving under them as officers, the hufbands

of the rannees having no power in the ftate.

Ali
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AH Adil Shaw having fettled his new conqueils, appointed a

bramin governor, and Muftafa Khan commander in chief of the

whole, conferring the office ofvaqueel upon Afzul Khan Sheerazee

;

after which regulations, he returned to Beejapore. Muftafa Khan,

who was a faithful fervant, and anxious to extend the power of his

fovereign, fent, not long after, one of his confidential friends to court,

propofing to his majefty to march againft Bilcondah. Ali Adil Shaw

approving the plan, ordered his forces to aflemble, and moved in

great pomp to Oodnee j from whence, on the junction of Muftafa

Khan with the troops of Carnatic, he proceeded towards Bilcondah,

and Negtaderee, on his approach, committing the place to the care

of one of his nobility, retired with his treafures and effefts to the for-

trefs of Chundageereh. The fultan furrounded the city, blocking

it up clofely for three months ; at the end of which the garrifon

were near fubmitting for want of provifions, when Negtaderee bribed

Hundeattum Naik, the chief of the Bergees, with * twenty four

lacks of rupees and five elephants, to defert fi-om the fultan with his

followers and harafs the camp j which he did fo eiFedtually, that Ali

Adil Shaw thought proper to raife the fiege, and retire to the neigh-

bourhood of Binkapore ; from whence he fhortly after marched back

to Beejapore, leaving Muftafa Khan to proted the frontiers.

In the year 986, the Bergees committing exceffes in their jag-

hires about Beejanuggur, the fultan fent againft them Mortiza Khan
Anjoo, with three thoufand foreign archers, and a number of Dek-
kanees and Abyffinians, with whom they carried on fkirmifhes for

near one year, without being at all weakened. Muftafa Khan then

reprefented to the fultan, that it was ufelefs fending troops againft

them, and he had better prevail upon them by ftratagem to come to

Beejapore, when he might punifti them in a manner worthy of their

treachery. Ali Adil Shaw approving this advice, difpatched Vafoo

Pundit, and others of their friends, to invite them to return. Hand-

Q^ - eattum

• Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds.
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A. D. 1578.
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eattmn Naik in. vain reprefented to them, that it was not poffible the

fultan could forgive a treachery which had difappointed him of the

conqueft of Bilcondah, but had invited them back to efFed their de-

flrudion. Moll of the chiefs and their followers however returned }

but Handeattum Naik retired to' Bilcondah, where he took fervice

with Negtaderee. For fome time the fultan treated the Bergees with

kindnefs, but at length put mofl of them to death by treachery.

A. D. 1579. I^ the year 987, as the fultan had no fon, he appointed his

nephew Ibrahim, fon of his brother Shaw Thamafp, his fucceiTor

;

and the following year he was affaflinated by a eunuch, whom he

had forced againll his inclination to come to his court from Ahmed-
nuggur.

SULTAN
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SULTAN ^-:

ABOU AL MUZZUFFIR IBRAHIM

ADIL SHAW 2^ BEEJAPOREE-
Oi ;;_:ji-;.

IBRAHIM Adi! Shaw upon his acceffion to the throne, being oiJy

in his ninth year, the management of publick affairs was given to

Kaniil Khan Dekkanee, and Chaund Bibi Sultana, wife to the kte

king, was cntrufted with the care of the education of the minor

monarch. Every day, excepting Wedncfdays and Fridays, publick

audience was given, at which fultan Ibrahim appeared feated on the

throne, when publick affairs were tranfaded in his prefence. For

fome time Kamil Khan behaved with due moderation in his high

office i but, at length, intoxicated with power, he was guilty of fome

infolence towards Chaund Sultana, who turned her thoughts to effedt

bis deflruAion. She fecretly fent a meffage to Hajee Kifhwer Khan,

an officer of high rank, obferving, that as the regent was unfit for

his important office, fhe wifhed to remove him, and beftow his

honours upon himfelf, provided he would deftroy the minifter before

his power fhould become fo great as to render his removal impofiible.

Hajee Kifhwer Khan, infligated by the hopes of advancement to the

higheft honours of the flate, formed a party with feveral chiefs, and

one evening, when Kamil Khan was holding a durbar in the green

palace, fuddenly entering the citadel with four hundred men, fhut

the gates, confined the commanding officer of the garrifon, and pro-

Q^q 2 cceded
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ceeded to feize the regent. Kamil Khan, being alarmed, attempted

fo fly towards the haram, in hopes of protection from Chaund Sul-

tana ; when he was informed, by fome eunuchs his friends, that the

plot to feize his perfon was formed by her. Confounded at this in-

telligence, he ran out of the palace, and, as his only chance for

efcape, flung himfelf over the wall of the citadel into the ditch, then

full of water. He fwam over, and pafTed undifcovered to the

Imaum gate of the city, which was however fhut. By the help of

his turban, faih, and other clothes tied together, and fixed to a battle-

ment of the city wall, he defcended, and haftened to his own houfe

at no great diftance, where he prepared for flight with his friends.

Hajee Kifhwer Khan not finding his intended vidiim, fuppofed he

was concealed in the fort, and employed near an hour in fearching all

the private buildings and retired places ; after which he difpatched a

ibrce to feek him without. Kamil Khan having provided himfelf

with as many jewels and as much money as time would allow, fled

with feven or eight friends towards Ahmednuggur j but had not

gone above four miles before he was overtaken, and feized by the

people of Kifhwer KJian, who cut off his head, and carried it to

their patron; but plundered all the jewels and treafure for their

own ufe,

Hajee Kifliwer Khan after this event, copying the example of

Kamil- Khan, by the patronage and fupport of Chaund Sultana,

grafped the whole authority of the fl:ate, and ruled with uncontrouled

fway. At this period, Behzaad al Moolk Turk, meer nobut to

Mortiza Nizam Shaw, advanced from Ahmednuggur with fifteen

thoufand horfe, to reduce fome diftrids belonging to Beejapore;

upon which the regent detached Ein al Moolk Canaanee with an

army to repel the enemy on the frontiers. Behzaad al Moolk received

a total defeat near Shawdirruk, and all his tents, baggage, elephants,

and artillery, fell into the hands of the vidlors, who returned trium-

phant to Beejapore. The regent, by the advice of Chaund Sultana,

ordered
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ordered rejoicings for three days, and conferred rich gifts and

honorary diftinifeions upon all the amras who had fignalized them-
felves during the expedition j but fome time after, thought proper to

iiTue iirmauns demanding the elephants taken in battle from the cap-

tors, for the royal ufe. This order gave much difguft, and many of

the nobility refiifing to comply, fecretly combined together to re-

move; him from the regency. Some advifed addrefling Chaund
Sultana to call Muftafa Khan from Binkapore, to take upon himfelf

the adminiftration of affairs ; and others were for deferring any refo-

lution for the prefent, as Syed Mortiza, governor of Berar, was upon
his march from Ahmednuggur to revenge the defeat of Behzaad al

Moolk ; therefore it would be dangerous to attempt a change till the

enemy was driven away from the frontiers ; but that being effedted,

they might then retire to Beejanuggur, and take meafures, by the

approbation of Chaund Sultana, to accomplifh their wifhes for a new
regent.

309

Kifhwer Khan being informed of the defigns forming againft his

power, took meafures to prevent them. He fent an order under the

royal feal to Meer Noor ad Dien, a jaghiredaar near Binkapore, to

aflaffinate Muilafa Khan, promiling to reward him for the deed with

the eftates and honours ofthat nobleman. Noor ad Dien, though he

had been patronized by him, and was obliged to him for his prefent

ftation, undertook the aftion. He fent the bearer of the iirmaun into

the fort, and at the fame time a private meffage to the principal

officers of the garrifbn, informing them, that Muftafa Khan medi-

tated to put them to death, and deliver the fort up to the raja of

Carnatic, with whom he had entered into defigns againft the royal

authority j therefore they would do well to obferve the contents of

the firmaun in the hands of Mahummud Ameen the bearer, and rid

themfelves of their treacherous governor, for which they would be

amply rewarded by the fultan. Mahummud Ameen, upon his ar-

rival at the gates of Binkapore, fent word to Muftafa Khan, that he

. . had
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had brought a iirmaun from the fultan : upon which he Was adimtir

ted with great refpedl, and orders given for his accommodation.

Pretending that it was late, he defired to be excufed fhewing the

iirmaun till the next morning j and Muftafa Khan, unfu^e(3:idg

deceit, agreed to the delay. During the night, MahumojUd An^ieerj

fhewed the paper to the ofBcers of the garrifon; who feeing the

king's order for the death of Muftafa Khan, agreed to put it into

execution. While he was at prayers the following morning, a num-
ber of them rufhed upon him, and ilrangled him with a bow firing.-

When intelligence of this a<ftIon arrived at Beejapore, Chaund
Sultana was highly difpleafed, and uttered in bitter terms of reproach

her difapprobation of the condudt of Ki£hwer Khan. The regent for

the prefent concealed his refentment againil her j but in a fliort time

accufed her of having fecretly inftigated her brother, Mortiza Nizam
Shaw, to invade Beejapore, and obtained the fultan's orders to con-

fine her for fome time in the fortrefs of Sittara. She was accord-

ingly forced out of the haram, with many indignities, and fent

prifoner to that place. After this fuccefsful treachery, Kifhwer Khan

became felf-fecure, and conducted affairs with unbridled authority.

He fent Mean Buddoo Dekkanee, on whofe fidelity he had the

greateft reliance, to command on the frontiers, with inftrudlions to

feize by treachery moffc of the Abyffinian nobility of the army, and

confine them in Shawdirruk. This defign by accident coming to the

knowledge of the intended vidlims, they refolved to feize Mean Bud-

doo in his own fnare, and then remove Kifhwer Khan from the

regency. With this view, Aklaafs Khan, the principal Abyflinian

chief, pretending that he had received news from Beejapore of the

birth of a fon, made a grand entertainment, to which he invited

Mean Buddoo ; who, not fufpeding his intentions, went to his tents,

attended only by a fele6t number of his friends, and was made prifon-

er by the very fame flratagem he had defigned to pradtife. Aklaafs

Khan, with all the amras, and the whole army, moved the iame day

towards
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towards Beejapore ; and Ein al Moolk and Ankufs Khan, with fuch

of the nobility as were friends to Kifliwer Khan, deferted on the

route to their feveral jaghires.

Kifliwer Khan on hearing of this league againfl: him, gave over

all thoughts of oppofition ; but to preferve appearances, and prevent

being feized by the inhabitants of the city, he invited the young ful-

tan to a feaft at his awn houfe -, but as he attended him through the

ftreets, the common people, and even women, uttered loud exclam-

ations of abufe againft him, calling him the murderer of fyeds, and

confiner of Chaund Sultana. The regent, feeing the minds of the

publick enraged againft him, thought it high time to prepare for his

cfcape. When he heard that the army was arrived within a day's

march of the city, he prevailed on the fultan to go with him, on

pretence of hunting, to KooUabaugh, one of the royal gardens

;

where, on his arrival, he exprelTed fears left the heat of the fun fhould

hurt his majefty's health, and begged he would return to the palace,

promifing to follow himfelf, as foon as he had taken a view of the

gardens of Shawpore. The fultan returned, agreeably to his requeft ;

when Kifliwer Khan, who had a train of four hundred horfe, among

whom he had diftributed his jewels and money, leaving his women
and children behind in the city, 'took the road of Ahmednuggur. On
his arrival, he found that court did not wifli to afford him proted:ion ;

on which, he moved towards Golconda, the capital ofKoottub Shaw,

and he was fliortly after aflaflinated in that city, by one of the friends

of Muftafa Khan, in revenge for his treachery to that nobleman.

The Abyffinian amras entered Beejapore without oppofition, and

were honoured by the young fultan with khelauts and other marks of

approbation. Aklaafs Khan afTumed the regency, and Chaund Sul-

tana being condudled from her confinement in Sittara to the capital,

was again entrufted with the care of the young fultan's perfon. At
her requeft, Afzul Khan Sheerazee was appointed pefhwa, and Vafoo

Pundit

3IX
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Pundit muilofee of the kingdom ; but the new regent not long after

put them both to death, on fufpicion of their entertaining defigns

prejudicial to his intereft in concert with the fultana. He banifhed

many principal noblemen from Beejapore ; and, in conjunction with

Hummeed Khan and Dillawer 'Khan, ruled the ftate as his caprice

direded. He invited Ein al Moolk from his jaghire to court, and on

his arrival near the city, with his companions, went out to meet him,

in order to fhew their refpe<fl for his dignity. Ein al Moolk, feeing

the three minifters with but few attendants, treacheroufly feized them,

put them all into heavy fetters, and the next morning prepared to

enter the city with his prifoners upon elephants, in order to feize the

regency. Upon his entering the city, he was told that the garrifon

had fhut the gates of the citadel, and meant to oppofe him ; upon

which, without regarding his captives, he withdrew with expedition,

and retired to his jaghire. Aklaafs Khan and his companions being

thus unexpedledly releafed, realTumed their authority j but fome of the

nobility at court oppofing them, great diflentions prevailed at Beeja-

pore, which gave encouragement to enemies to invade the kingdom.

Behzaad al Moolk, who after his defeat had retreated, returned

with Syed Mortiza, the ameer al amra of Berar. Mahummud
Koolli Koottub Shaw alfo, having entered into alliance with Nizam
Shaw, and marching from Golconda, joined his generals before

Shawdirruk ; which place was laid clofe fifege to by the allies ; but

the commanding officer, notwithftanding the confufed ftate of affairs

at Beejapore, made a firm refiftance, and refufed fplendid offers made
him by the enemy to give up his charge j obferving, in anfwer to

their promifes and temptations, that he would not forfeit his honour,

the lofs ofwhich nothing could reftore, as he muft give up with it the

efteem of the world. The allies finding all their attempts fruitlefs,

refolved to raife the fiege, and march againft Beejapore j where the

diffentions prevailing among the minifters, would probably favour

their caufe, and if they fucceeded in taking the capital, the depend-

ancies
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^Hcies muft fdon fall. The allies accordingly broke up their camp
before Shawdirnik, and, after laying wafte the country in their route,

aj)p6ared before fieejapoire with forty thoufand horfe.

As there were hcit then alt the capital more than two or tlitee

thoufand horfe, the Abyffinians kept themfelves clofe in the city till

the arrival of Ein al Moolk and Ankufs Khan, with eight thoufand

horfe ; after which they encamped near the gate of AUapore, and

had repeated fkirmifhes with the enemy, whofe fuperiority of num-
bers gave them the advantage. About twenty yards ofthe wall ofthe

city falling down, owing to heavy rain, and Eiri al Moolk and An-
kufs Khan going over in difguft at the Hubfheh chiefs to the enemy
the fame night, the allies meditated an aflault on the place in the

morning ; but Syed Mortiza, who was difpleafed at being fuperfeded

by Behzaad al Moolk, prevented the execution of that defign, and
the Beejaporees found time to repair the breach. At length, the

Abyffinian chiefs feeing that the principal nobility and officers difliked

their authority, and on that account declined coming to the fultan's

affiftante, in confideration of the ftate of affairs, reprefented to the

fultana, that they were willing to give up their power to whoever fhe

fhould appoint, as they were loyal, and wifhed to fee the govern-

ment rendered flourifhing, though they could not conduct it them-

felves, ov^ring to the refufal of the nobiUty to obey their orders.

Chaund Sultana believing their declarations, at their defire con-

ferred the khelaut of ameer Jumlegee on Shaw Abou al Houflun, fon

of Shaw Tahir, who immediately fent oiF exprefles with firmauns of

encouragement to the Bergee chiefs of Carnatic, inviting them to

return to their duty. He alfo wrote to Syed Mortiza, who had a

profound veneration for the family of Shaw Tahir, adviiing him to

prevail upon the allies to quit the territories of Beejapore ; threaten-

ing, if they did not, that when the amras joined the fultan, which

would fhortly happen, their retreat fhould be cut oif. Syed Mortiza,

R r who
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who did not wifli that Koottub Shaw or Behzaad al Moolk fliould

fucceed, immediately began his meafures to oblige them to retreat.

He fent to Ein al Moolk and Ankufs Khan, who had deferted to him,

from Beejapore, deliring them to return j obferving, that at a time

of fuch danger to quit the fervice of their fovereign, on pretence of

diflike to his minifters, was adting unworthy the charadters of noble-

men. They took his advice, and returned the fame evening to Bee-

japore, where they renewed their allegiance to Ibrahim Adil Shaw.

Moft of the nobility and the Bergees hearing of the change of affairs,

- haftened to court with their followers, and by the loyal endeavours of

Abou al HouiTun, in lefs than "a month an army of above twenty

thoufand men was collected at the capital, where affairs once more

affumed a promifing appearance. The Bergee chiefs were detached

to harafs the environs of the enemy's camp, and fucceeded fo well,

that in a fhort time famine prevailed, and the allies repented of their

expedition to Beejapore,

As the diflrefs of the allies encreafed, they held councils what mea-

fures to purfue ; and it was at lafl determined that they fhould divide

their armies, that Koottub Shaw Ihould proceed againfl Koolburga,

and Behzaad al Moolk and Syed Mortiza recommence the liege of

Shawdirruk. They accordingly moved fuddenly from before Beeja-

pore; but the Nizam Shawee army, on account of fome events

which will be mentioned, proceeded immediately to Ahmednuggur,

plundering the diflridts of Mirch and Kulhir on their route ; and

Mahummud KooUi Koottub Shaw, having left a detachment under

;

Muflafa Khan to reduce fome diflrids of Adil Shaw, returned to his

capital of Golconda. Muflafa Khan at the end of three months was

totally defeated, by an army fent from Beejapore under the command
of Dillawer Khan, who, after the viftory, afpired to the office of

prime minifler ; for which purpofe he entered into a plot againfl

Aklaafs Khan with Hyder Khan, commanding officer in the citadel

of Beejapore, to whom he made great promifes for liis fupport.

When
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When every thing was fixed for the execution of his defign, he

marched expeditioufly to the capital, and encamping near the gate

of Allapore, fent in fuch flattering meiTages and declarations of

attachment to Aklaafs Khan, as threw him off his guard, and made
him negleftful of the fecurity of the city and palace. One day,

when Aklaafs Khan was repofing in his own houfe without the

citadel, Dillawer Khan with his fons, feven hundred horfe, and

fifteen elephants fuddenly entering the city, proceeded to the palace,

into which he was admitted according to promife by Hyder Khan

;

and after paying his compUments to the fultan, flationed his followers

in every part. Aklaafs Khan fbon after advanced towards the gates

with four thoufand men ; but the cannon from the walls obliged him

to retire to a diftance. He blocked up the citadel for near four

months, but being then deferted by Bulled Khan, his principal

chief, with the greateft part of his followers, and difdaining to fly,

he was taken in his houfe by Dillawer Khan j who, forgetting all

his favours and kindnefs, ungratefully put out his eyes, and confined

him. During this difpute, the inhabitants of Beejapore fuffered

many injuries from both parties, and many fine edifices were deftroy-

ed by the cannon.

Dillawer Khan, on his acceflion to the regency, endeavoured to

attach the nobility to his interefl:, by courting their alliance with his

family and placing his relations in the highefl: oflices, particularly his

fons, who had thofe immediately about the fultan's perfon. Bulleel

Khan, who had by his coming over to him from Aklaafs Khan con-

tributed greatly to his exaltation, he adopted for his fon j and chufing

about one hundred foreigners and fixty Abyflinians, banifhed all the

refl: from the dominions of Ibrahim Adil Shaw. Shaw Abou al

Houfiiin, who had been made prifoner in one of the forts by Aklaafs

Khan, he firfl: blinded, and then put to death j. as alfo Hajee Pofeer,

a favourite of the late fultan ; and circumferibed the influence of

Chaund Sultana in fuch a manner, that none of the court any longer

R r 2 attended
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attended to her pleafure. He by ftratagem got into his power Ghalib:

Khan, governor of the fortrefs of Opdnee, who had rebelled, and,,

to deter others, pulled out his eyes. He eftabliftied the foonni cere-

monies of religion in Beejapore, ajid ruled with abfolute fway a^id

authority in every department for eight years ; during which period

he reflored the affairs of the kingdom to a flourifhii>g fituaticm.

The firft adofhis power, after he found himfelf fecure, wa»s,

to detach Bulleel Khan with an army to collet the arrears of tribiite

from the roies of Malabar. Bulleel Khan, after being joined by

Arfub Naik, roy of Jerreh, marched againft Sunkir Naik, roy of

Koorg, who refufed to comply with his demands. One night, after

he had begun the fiege, as he was viliting the batteries, he had the.

ill fortune to be taken prifoner by a body of the enemy, and was car-

ried into the fort, where he was put into heavy chains and confined.

His troops, miffing their chief, raifed the fiege, and feparated to

various quarters. Bulleel Khan after fome time, by promifes of

great rewards, prevailed upon his keepers and a feller of grafs to

affift his efcape 3 and he was carried out by the latter upon his ftioul-

ders, concealed in a bundle of forage. When he had got to a con-

venient fpot, he contrived to pull off his chains, and haftened with

all expedition towards the frontiers of Adil Shaw i where arriving

in fafety, he procured a horfe, and proceeded to Binkapore, fi-om

whence he informed Dillawer Khan of his fituation, and requefi:ed

another army to take revenge on Sunkir Naik ; but the regent chofe^

for the prefent to lay afide farther attempts.

Dillawer Khan, the fame year, in order, to fettle a treaty of,

alliance with Mortiza Nizam Shaw, fent ambaffadors in the name of

the fultan to Ahmednuggur, by whom it was effeded; and in the

A.D. 1584. year 992, Nizam Shaw requefted of Ibrahim Shaw his filler Khadi-

jeh Sultana in marriage for his ion fultan Hpuffein; which being

agreed to, Cafim Beg came with a train of four hundred horfe to

Beejapore
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Becjapore to receive the princefs, and efcort her to Ahmednuggur.
She departed in great pomp at the end of four months, and was

accompanied by Chaund Sultana, who deiired to vifit her brother

Mortiza Nizam Shaw.

3^7

In the year 995, as Mahummud Koolli Koottub Shaw negledled A.D. 1586.

complying with the requeft of Ibrahim Shaw to fend his lifter Chaund

Sultana, to whom he was betrothed, to Beejapore, Dilkwer Khan
marched with the fultan towards the frontiers of Nizam Shaw, at the

inftigation of whofe minifters the princefs had been detained. On
his arrival at the fort of Oofeh, Mortiza Nizam Shaw, who had long

retired from publick affairs, judging that the conduft ofHs minifters

had occafioned the invafion, confined SuUabut Khan, and gave the

office ofpremier to Cafim Beg ; who by his entreaties prevailed upon

Dillawer Khan to quit the country. The. regent then moved to-

wards the dominions of Mahummud Koolli Koottub Shaw, who, to

procure peace, fent his lifter in great pomp and fplendour to Ibrahim

Shaw, without delay, and the nuptials were concluded with royal

magnificence at Shawdirruk; after which the fultan returned to

Beejapore.

In the year 996, Mortiza Nizam Shaw, who was become diftradt- A. D. 1587.

ed, endeavoured to take the life of his fon fultan Meeran Houffein

;

upon which the minifter, Mirza Khan, thought it beft to join the

prince, and dethrone Nizam Shaw ; to effedt which, he requefted

affiftance of Dillawer Khan, who marched with his fovereign from

Beejapore in confequence of his application, but before he arrived at

Ahmednuggur, fultan Houflein had dethroned his father. Ibrahim

Adil Shaw fent congratulations to him upon his acceflion, and intend-

ed to have had an interview with him and the fultana his fifter, for

which purpofe he remained encamped fome miles from Ahmednug-

gur j but upon hearing that HoulTein Shaw had atrocioufly put

his father to death, he was ftruck with horror at the parricide, and

refolved
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refolved not to fee him. He fent Meer Houflein Koord, who was
remarkable for his free manner of fpeakiag, to Houflein Shaw with a

meflage, that he had marched from Beejapore folely with the delire

of placing him on the throne, and obhging his father to retire to

feme fort where he might pafs his time in rehgious exercifes ; but as

he had wickedly put him to death, he would not fee him ; yet, left

the world ihould fuppofe that he adted from views of conqueft, he

fhould leave him to the vengeance of the Almighty, and return to

his own dominions. The fultan, after fending this meflage, returned

to Beejapore ; from whence Bulled Khan was again detached with

twelve thoufand horfe to colle(5t the arrears of tribute from the roies of

Malabar, and, in cafe they refufed payment, to reduce their forts.

A year had fcarce elapfed, when Houflein Nizam Shaw was

afl^aflinated, and Jemmal Khan became all-powerful in the govern-

ment j upon which, Dillawer Khan advifed Ibrahim Adil Shaw to

move towards Ahmednuggur, to take advantage of the difl!entions

;

and firmauns were difpatched to BuUeel Khan, commanding him to

A. D. 1588, return from Malabar without delay^ The fultan in 997 marched

from Beejapore, and Dillawer Khan made the army halt near Shaw-

dirruk above a month, in hopes of the jundlion of Bulled Khan ; but

he not appearing, the regent judged farther delay dangerous, and

moved on towards Ahmednuggur. Jemmal KJian, with Ifmaeel

Nizam Shaw, attended by fifteen thoufand horfe, a great body of

foot, and artillery, advanced to meet him, and both armies lay near

each other for many days without engaging. At length, Jemmal
Khan thought proper to beg peace, and Dillawer Khan confented to

grant it, on condition, that the princefs Khadijeh, fifter to Ibrahim

and widow to the late Shaw HouflTein, fhould be feni back to her
brother ; alfo that he fhould pay a fum of money. Jemmal Khan
without delay fent the princefs, with all her effedts and a large fum
of money j upon which Dillawer Khan retreated j and upon the fame
day Bulled Khan joined the army, where his fervices were not now

wanted^
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wanted, and his departure from Malabar regretted, as he had nearly

brought affairs in that quarter to a proper adjullment, which was

difturbed by his recall.

Dillawer Khan, who was difpleafed at his delay, which he fup-

pofed to be defigned, undervalued the efFedts which BuUeel Khan
had brought as part of the tributes, and demanded the balances

from the roies who had acccompanied him to pay their compliments

to the fultan. In order to affront him flill more, he accufed him, in

prefence of the fultan, of difobeying the royal orders in not haflening

fooner to the royal camp j but BuUeel Khan, knowing the fultan

was well inclined towards him, boldly replied, that he had been

guilty of no fault, nor delayed longer than he could well avoid. He
obferved, that he was jufl on the point of receiving a large fum in

part of the arrears of tribute, which would have been loft to the

treafury had he made publick immediately his orders of recall, and

the troops would alfo have met with great difficulties; He obferved,

that the regent, rather than he, was to blame for having led the ful-

tan precipitately againft an enemy; whereas if he had remained

fifteen days longer at Shawdirruk, the Malabar troops would have

joined, and the country of Nizam Shaw might have been fuccefsfuUy

invaded. Yet he was ready to confefs his own errors, and threw

himfelf on the fultan's mercy for the crimes he might have com-

mitted. Dillawer Khan, though much enraged at this boldnefs

;

apprehending that his notice of it might occafion difturbances,

thought it befl to conceal his difpleafure. AfTuming then an air of

approbation, he addrefTed the fultan, faying, that Bulled Khan was

a loyal fubjedt, and had performed great fervices; fo that fince his

excufes for delay had reafonable foundation, he requefted his majefty

to forgive his errors, and confer upon him marks of the royal favour.

The fultan, readily complying with this requeft, honoured Bulled

Khan with a rich khelaut ; and after the breaking up of the court

Dillawer Khan took him with him to his tents, where he entertained

him
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him with much magnificence i and in order to apologife for his late

ufage, faid, that as it was known by the publick that he had adopt-

ed him as his fon, if in the affairs of government he did not behave

to him with the fame fi;rid:nefs as to others, it would be faid that he

was partial to his own children.' Shortly after, a khelaut was con-

ferred on the fon of Arfub Naik, who had attended BuUeel to pay his

compliments to the fultan, as well as many others of the roies of

Malabar, who were all honourably difmifTed to their own country.

The regent having by his hypocritical behaviour thrown the gallant

general off his guard, a few months after the return of the army to

Beejapore, forgetting all his great fervices to himfelf in the time of

Aklaafs Khan, had him treacheroufly feized and deprived of fight,

' without the knowledge of the fultan ; who, though much diipleafed,

was too much in the power of Dillawer Khan to be able to exprefs

his drflatisfadion ; but opportunity ihortly offeredof freeing himfelf

from his intolerable influence.

A.D. 1589. In the year 998, Ibrahim Adil Shaw, at the requeft of Dillawer

Khan, marched from Beejapore to affift Boorahan Nizam Shaw in the

recovery of the throne of Ahmednuggur from Jemmal Khan, who
had let up the fon in oppofition to the father. Jemmal Khan having

railed a confiderable army, advanced with his fovereign, Ifmaeel

Nizam Shaw, to within fixteen miles of the fultan's camp, but

without any intention to engage. He fent ambafladors with great

offers to Dillawer Khan ifhe would grant him peace ; but the regent

refufing to liften to any terrns, and many officers deferting from

Jemmal Khan, that general, to fecure himfelf fi-om fudden attacks,

retired to a llrong poll: furrounded by declivities and broken ground,

at fome diftance from his former camp. Dillawer Khan thinking his

enemy weak, and felf-fecure ofvidtory, againll the exprefs requeft of

the fultan marched after him, with thirty thoufand horfe, in hopes

of taking him prifoner. Upon his arrival at the Ipot where Jemmal

Khan, contrary to his expedtations, was ftrongly encamped, he

repented



FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEfCKAN.

repented of his raflmefs ; but, afhamed to retire, halted, in hopes

that all his troops would foon join. At this inllant an officer from

Ibrahim Adil Shaw arriving, reprefented, that as the army was not

warned for action, the fultan defired he would put it oiF for the pre-

fent, and ftay till the troops were properly arranged. Dillawer Khan
returning for anfwer that he would fliortly bring Jemmal Khan
bound to the prefence of the fultan, advanced towards the enemy.

Having with great difficulty paffed over much marfhy ground, full

of hollows, he at length, without proper order or difpofition, reached

the enemy's front, and detached the Bei-gee amras with their cavalry

to fell upon the rear, to prevent any of their baggage efcaping.

Jemmal Khan, feeing no chance of efcape but by the fword, drew

out his troops, and prepared for a defperate refiftance. In the very

beginning of the aftion, Ein al Moolk Canaanee, Ankufs Khan and

Aulum Khan, who knew that Ibrahim Adil Shaw was much dif-

pleafed with the regent, deferted him with their troops, and leaving

him in the gulph of deftrudlion, haftened to the royal camp at

Darafung. Dillawer Khan, notwithftanding this, fought fo vaUantly

with his own troops, that he put the enemy into diforder ; upon

which his followers feparated to feize the plunder of the camp, ac-

cording to the loofe cuftom of Hindooftan, leaving him with not

more than two hundred horfe. A party of the enemy, who had

retired in good order with their prince, Ifmaeel Nizam Shaw, feeing

this, returned to attack him ; and Dillawer Khan, after much gal-

lant ftruggle, preferring fafety to deftrudion, fled with ieven perfons,

among whom was the author of this hiflory, from the field of battle.

On his way, fpies brought intelligence that Ein al Moolk, with the

other amras who had deferted him, were haftening to the fultan, in

hopes of deftroying his influence ; upon which he redoubled his ex-

pedition, and reached Darafung before them, with three thoufand of

his defeated troops, who joined him by parties on his route. Left

the viftors fhould purfue, he marched with the fultan all night

towards Shawdirruk, where he arrived the next morning. Jemmal
S f Khan
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Khan, after this very unexpected fuccefs, having taken above one

hundred elephants, advanced to Darafung ; where the author of this

hiflory, who had received fome wounds, and could not travel from

weaknefs, fell into his hands, but made his efcape from him by a

ilratagem. Jemmal Khan, learning that Boorahan Shaw, with his

allies, Khajeh Ali Khan, and the amras of Berar, was advancing

againft him, moved immediately from Darafung ; upon which the

Beejapore army returned again, and purfued him for near one hundred

and iixty miles. The fultan then thought proper to halt with the

main body, and detach on the purfuit the Bergee amras ; but Dilla-

wer Khan difrefpeiSfully infifted that the fultan ihould march on,

without delay, to Kaat Rohngur. This infolence gave great diffatis-

fadlion, and Ibrahim Adil Shaw, now of an age to adt for himfelf,

tired of being led in the trammels of a regent, refolved to free him-

felf by eifedling his deftrucSion.

As all the officers of the royal houfehold and the body guards

were attached to Dillawer Khan, the fultan was fearful of commu-
nicating his wifhes to them, left they fhould betray him. After

much precaution, he fixed upon two Hindoos, common fervants of

no note, to be his confidants on this important occafion. Thefe he

fent privately to Ein al Moolk, the ameer al amra, to complain of

the unreafonable power of his minifter; and received in anfwer

facred promifes of affiftance, if he chofe to engage in depofing him
from authority. After much negotiation by the two Hindoos, it

was fettled that the fultan (hould, on a certain night, when Dillawer

Khan was afleep, repair fuddenly to the camp of Ein al Moolk,

which was only at a mile's diftance, where he fhould be joined by

him, Ali Khan and Ankufs Khan, who would faithfully obey his

commands. Ibrahim Adil Shaw, relying upon thefe declarations,

A.D. 1589. on the night of the fourteenth of Rejib, 998, came out of his pri-

vate apartrrients, and commanded Kufhfdaar Khan to bring him a

horfe. The keeper of the ftables refufed obedience, faying, that

without
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without the orders of Dillawer Khan he dared not comply. Kufhf-

daar Khan, provoked at this infolence, gave him feveral blows;

upon which the grooms of the ftables were terrified, and brought

horfes immediately. The fultan mounting, iffued, attended by his

flaves from his tents ; and on the way Elias Khan, his nurfe's fon,

who was upon guard, running up to him, alked the caufe of his

motion, and received for anfwer, that the prefent was not a time for

explanation, but he fliould know the caufe if he chofe to attend him j

which he did immediately, with rather lefs than an hundred horfe.

When he arrived within a fhort diftance of the camp of Ein al

Moolk, he halted, till that nobleman, with Ali Khan and Ankufs

Khan, joined him. As foon as the fultan's march was known,

feveral officers, among whom was the author of this hiftory, with

about three thoufand foldiers, haftened to join him during the night.

323

Dillawer Khan, though above eighty years of age, had that

night dedicated his hours to pleafure with a beautiful virgin of Dek-

kan, whom he had long fought after, and jufl obtained; fo that,

though feveral fpies often requefted admittance to his prefence, to

inform him of the fultan's flight, his attendants, who had received

orders not to diflurb him, refufed to acquaint him with their coming

;

which negledt gave full time to Ibrahim Adil Shaw to complete his

defigns. Towards funrife, the regent was roufed from his dream of

pleafure, and with his fons and fix thoufand horfe, with many ele-

phants, followed his fovereign, in hopes that on his arrival he would

be deferted by his friends, and again be obliged to throw himfelf into

his hands. When he came in fight of the royal army, the. fultan

ordered Ein al Moolk to prepare to oppofe him ; but that nobleman

fent privately a mefl'enger to the regent, oifering to ftand neuter

while he might attempt to carry off the king. Dillawer Khan, en-

couraged by this affurance, flopped his followers at a little dillance,

and coming on with an hundred horfe and four elephants clofe to the

fultan, addreiTed him, faying, that marching at night was improper,

S f 2 but
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but he hoped he would now return to his encampment. The fultan,

enraged at this infolence, exclaimed. Will no one punifli this traitor ?

Upon which an inferior officer of the body guard, named Awut
Khan, fpurring his horfe up to the regent, gave him a wound with

his fabre, and was preparing to inflidl another ftroke, when the

regent's horfe rearing at the flafhing brightnefs of the weapon, threw

him ; and his elephant drivers rufhing between him and Awut Khan,

he had time to efcape to his own troops, whom he endeavoured to

lead on againil the fultan ; but they were alarmed at the enormity of

af&ulting their fovereign, and rcfufed, many of them deferting him

immediately. Dillawer Khan, overwhelmed with confiiiion and

difmay, fled towards Ahmednuggur ; but his fon Kummaul .Khan

was overtaken at Darafung by the royalifts, and put to death.

When the hand of providence had removed the thorns of the

regent's ufurpations from the fkirts of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, and the

veil of obfcurity was taken from the luftre of his majefty, he gave

khelauts of encouragement to Ein al Moolk, Ali Khan, and Ankufs

Khan, notwithflanding their failure of promife, and, encamping,

afcended the throne to give publick audience. Such as had dif-

tinguifhed themfelves by their loyalty during the night, he rewarded

with a generofity beyond their expedtations, and gratified the nobility

and army by his liberal behaviour. Upon his retiring into his pri-

vate apartments to take repofe, a circumftance happened worthy of

remark. As Dillawer Khan, being of the difciples of Hunefi, had

eftablifhed the fooni ceremonies during his regency, many of the

nobility, among whom were fome ftrid: foonites, judging that the

fultan, copying his father and uncle, muft be a fheeah, to pleafe him
gave orders to the criers to proclaim evening prayer in the manner of
the latter fe^:. The fultan, who however had by education become
a difciple of Hunefi, on hearing the call to prayer, was offended at

the change, and gave orders for the criers to be confined ; but upon
being informed of the caufe of the alteration, he fmiled at the fudden

converfion
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converlion of the foonite nobility, and would frequently rally them
upon it, calling them political fheeahs. He however left every one

to follow their own opinions in n;iatters of faith, and both fedls were

publickly allowed to praftife their religious ceremonies, as in the

time ofEufufFAdil Shaw.
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As, foon after the expulfion of the regent, intelligence arrived of

the defeat of Jemmal Khan, and the acceflion of Boorahan Nizam
Shaw, the fultan fent letters of congratulation to him on the occafion

;

and, as there now remained no caufe for continuing in the field,

returned expeditioufly to Beejapore, where he employed himfelf in

regulating the affairs of his government, which he did with fo much
juftice, clemency, and prudence, that his people foon forgot their

late troubles, and had reafon to congratulate each other on the happy

deliverance of their fovereign from the thraldom of his minifters.

When Dillawer Khan fled to Ahmednuggur, he was received by

Boorahan Nizam Shaw among his nobility, and appointed to reduce

the forts of Sholapore and Shawdirruk ; which coming to the know-
ledge of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, he fent ambafladors to requeft that he

might be fent to him, together with the elephants which had been

taken from him by Jemmal Khan. Boorahan Nizam Shaw, inftead

of granting this demand, forgetting every former obhgation, pre-

pared for warj and at the inftigation of Dillawer Khan, in the

month of Jemmad al Sani, 1000, marched towards the territories of

Beejapore with a great army ; and, having palTed the frontiers, laid

wafte the country as he advanced. Upon his arrival at Munglerreh,

feeing that no army was fent into the field to oppofe him, he became

fufpicious of ftratagem to draw him into the heart of the kingdom,

and on that account would have retreated, but was prevailed upon

by Dillawer Khan to remain, and advance as far as the river Beem-

rah, where he halted, and there finding a ruined fortrefs, ordered it

to be repaired. Ibrahim Adil Shaw, who all this time had given

no

I
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no orders to affemble his nobility, or taken meafures to defend his

country, on hearing this, faid, that Boorahan Nizam Shaw would

fhortly ad: like the child, who builds walls ofclay, and then deftroys

them with his own hands. He feemed to be unmindful that an

enemy was in his country ; and contenting himfelf with difpatching

a few horfe to obferve their motions, appeared to give himfelf totally

up to amufements ; which mode of condu<5l became the wonder of

all, and every man formed his own conje<ftures upon it, both in his

own dominions and the enemy's camp, without being able to account

for his intentions. Boorahan Nizam Shaw confulted upon it with his

own officers and Dillawer Khan, when fome faid that Ibrahim Adil

Shaw, being a youth, was immerfed in pleafures, and unmindful of

the affairs of his kingdom ; others, that, as he was jealous of the

fidelity of his nobility, he was afraid of calling them together. The

fultan's fpies brought him regular information of all that paiTed, and

gave alarming accounts of the confidence of the enemy at his very

extraordinary fupinenefs.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, at length, finding matters ripe for the exe-

cution of his intentions, fent a mefifenger to Dillawer Khan, requeuing

him to return, and once more take the charge of affairs upon him-

felfj obferving, that he faw, though late, the folly of his own con-

duit, in having liftened to the reprefentations of defigning men
againft fo worthy a fervant ; but if he would once more accept of his

office, he might depend on the utmoft encouragement. Dillawer

Khan, overjoyed at this invitation, returned for anfwer, that if his

majefty would affure him he fhould not fuffer any injury in his life or

property, he would haften to throw himfelf at his feet. All fecuri-

ties he required being granted, the regent, in the hopes ofonce more

attaining abfolute power and confining the fultan as formerly, ob-

tained his difiniflion from Boorahan Nizam Shaw j who in vain

reprefented to him that he was haftening to his own deftrudlion, as

behaviour like his to his fovereign could never fincerely be forgiven.

The
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The regent haflened to Beejapore, where he arrived in the evening, as

the fultan was returning in great ftate from the garden of the twelve

Imaums towards the palace, and, having paid his refpe<fls, proceeded

on foot in the train. When he had paffed on a little, the fultan call-

ing to Elias Khan, ordered him to fhew the regent a fpecimen of his

own favourite punifliment in pulling out eyes. Dillawer Khan in

vain reprefented that he had come to court on his majefty's affurances

ofpardon and fafety. The fultan told him, that he had only promifed

not to injure his life or property, and that depriving him of fight

could efFedl neither. He was accordingly blinded, and fent to the

fortrefs of Sittareh, where he remained a prifoner till he died.

The fultan having fuccefsfully rid himfelfof his dangerous minif-

ter, fent orders to all his nobility to haften from their jaghires with-

out delay, and made preparations to march againft the enemy. He
firft fent the Bergee amras, with fix thoufand horfe, to cut off all

communication of fupplies from the enemy's camp ; and in the month
of Shaaban, having appointed Roomi Khan Dekkanee commander of

his armies, difpatched him at the head of ten thoufand horfe, and,

foon after, fent Elias Khan to reinforce him with three thoufand of

the houfehold troops. The Bergee amras greatly diftreffed the

enemy, and defeated feveral detachments fent againft them j till at

laft, Boorahan Shaw marched in perfon; upon which, unable to

oppofe, they recrolTed the Beemrah, which was then fordable j and

a lucky flood of the torrents from the mountains fwelled the river £0

much immediately after, as to prevent their being purfued ; upon

which Boorahan Shaw returned to his camp. A famine and peftilen-

tial diforder growing to a great height, and carrying off great numbers

of men and animals, obliged him to retire fome marches back

towards his own country, to obtain relief. When he had received

fupplies of provifions, and the plague had fomewhat ceafed, he

moved again, with a defign to lay liege to the fortrefs of Sholapore j

but was oppofed on his march by Roomi Khan and Elias Khan, who
defeated
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private expenfes. The prince for fome time feemed fatisfied with

his condition ; but fuddenly lofing all fenfe of the generofity of his

brother, confpired againft him, and by degrees bringing over the

governor and garrifon of Balgoan to his intereft, and fecretly cor-

rupting many of the officers of the court, on the ninth of Ramazan,
A.D. 1593. 1002, took pofTeffion of the fort, and openly exalted the ftandard of

rebellion.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, regarding this behaviour as proceeding chief-

ly from the treachery of fome of his ungrateful nobility, and unwil-

ling to proceed to extremities againft a brother, thought proper to

try firft upon his mind the eifeds of admonition ; for which purpofe

he fent to him the venerable Shaw Noor Aalum, with foiemn afTur-

ances, that if he laid afide his extravagant defigns, he fhould receive

pardon, and be treated with every refped: and mark of affe<3:ion due

to a brother. The prince, inftead of liftening to the remonftrances

of the Shaw, put him into confinement, and quickened his prepara-

tions to take the field j at the fame time fending ambafiadors to de-

mand the affiilance of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, who promifed to fup-

port him with a confiderable army. Sultan Ifmaeel alfo brought

over to his intereft Ein al Moolk, ameer al amra, and the adopted

fon of Ankufs Khan. The former wiihing, for his own intereft,

that the difputes for the throne might not foon be fettled, would not

break out all at once, fo that Ifinaeel was obliged to content himfelf

for the prefent with the fortrefs of Balgoan and its environs, where

the khootbah was read in his name. Ein al Moolk, to deceive Ibra-

him Adil Shaw, redoubled his fhew of loyalty, till matters fhould

be ripe for the execution of his defigns in favour of the prince. The

fultan on learning the behaviour of his brother to Shaw Noor Aalum,

was much enraged, and immediately diipatched Elias Khan, his meer

ncbut, with an army to quell the rebellion and befiege Balgoan.

Elias



FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

' ' Elias Khan, with fix thoufand men, foon arrived before Balgoan

;

and as fliltan Ifmaeel had not yet been joined by his adherents, he

fhut himfelf up in the fort, which was clofely befieged by the royal-

ifts. Ein al Moolk alfo, agreeable to the fultan's firmaun, joined

the befiegers to preferve appearances ; but, fecretly attached to the

rebel prince, kept up a conftant correfpondence with the enemy,

and fupplied them at night from his camp with grain and other ne-

ceiTaries. Intelligence of this treachery reaching the fultan, he, in

order to try his fidelity, difpatched a firmaun, fummoning him to

court, on pretence that he wifhed to have advice from him on fome

afiairs of importance, which could not be communicated to any

other than himfelf. Ein al Moolk, in order to deftroy fufpicion, fet

out with many of his friends immediately on receipt of the firmaun to

Beejapore, where he afted with fo much art, as left the fultan in

doubt of the truth of the accufations againfl him j and Ibrahim Adil

Shaw, unwilling to deftroy an old fervant on fufpicion only, hoped

that, fhould it have any foundation in reality, the favours he received

at his hands would imprefs his mind in fuch a manner, as to make
him lay afide treacherous defigns, and revive his loyalty. With this

view, to do him honour, he received him with the greateft marks of

attention in a full court. Ein al Moolk, according to cuftom, kiffing

the ground three times, advanced to the throne, the feet of which he

alfo kiiTed ; but his own guilt at this time llruck him fo forcibly, that

he was feized with a trembling, which was obferved by the fultan,

who, defiring him to fit down, turned his face another way, that he

might give him time to recover. He afterwards permitted him to

eat with him, and after every mark of kindnefs and diftinftion, hav-

ing conferred upon him a khelaut of great value, a dagger fet with

jewels, fine horfes, and a bracelet of diamonds, gave him leave to

return to the army without delay. Thj traitor departed from the

capital the next day to his jaghirej and, forgetting his majefty's

clemency, renewed his correfpondence with fultan Ifmaeel, and

afforded him every aid of provifions as before ; which condudl foon

T t 2 became
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attended to her pleafure. He by ftratagem got into his power Ghalib^

Khan, governor of the fortrefs of Oodnee, who had rebelled, and,,

to deter others, pulled out his eyes. He eftabliflied the foonni cere-

monies of religion in Beejapore, and ruled with abfolute fway and

authority in every department for eight years ; during which period

he reftored the affairs of the kingdom to a flourifhing fituatipn.

The firft aa of his power, after he found himfelf fecure, vs^as.

to detach Bulleel Khan with an army to colleft the arrears of tribute

from the roies of Malabar. Bulleel Khan, after being joined by

Arfub Naik, roy of Jerreh, marched againft S.unkir Naik, roy of

Koorg, vvho refufed to comply with his demands. One night, after,

he had begun the iiege, as he was vifiting the batteries, he had the.

ill fortune to be taken prifoner by a body of the enemy, and was car-

ried into the fort, where he was put into heavy chains and confined.

His troops, miffing their chief, raifed the fiege, and feparated to

various quarters. Bulleel Khan after fome time, by promifes of

great rewards, prevailed upon his keepers and a feller of grafs to

affift: his efcape ; and he was carried out by the latter upon his Ihoul-

ders, concealed in a bundle of forage. When he had got to a con-

venient fpot, he contrived to pull off his chains, and haftened with

all expedition towards the frontiers of Adil Shaw j where arriving

in fafety, he procured a horfe, and proceeded to Binkapore, from

whence he informed Dillawer Khan of his fituation, and requeiled

another army to take revenge on Sunkir Naik -, but the regent chofe,

for the prefent to lay afide farther attempts.

Dillawer Khan, the fame year, in order, to fettle a treaty of.

alliance with Mortiza Nizam Shaw, fent ambaffadors in the name of

the fultan to Ahmednuggur, by whom it was effected; and in the

A.D. 1584. year 992, Nizam Shaw requefted of Ibrahim Shaw his lifter Khadi-

jeh Sultana in marriage for his fon fultan Houffein; which being

agreed to, Cafim Beg came with a train of four hundred horfe to

Beejapore
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Becjapore to receive the princefs, and efcort her to Ahmednuggur.
She departed in great pomp at the end of four months, and - was
accompanied by Chaund Siitana, who defired to vi£t her brother
Mortiza Nizam Shaw.

In the year 995, as Mahummud Koolli Koottub Shaw negle^ed A.D. 1586.

complying with the requeft of Ibrahim Shaw to fend his fifter Chaund
Suhana, to whom he was betrothed, to Beejapore, Dillawer Khan
marched with the fultan towards the frontiers of Nizam Shaw, at the

inftigation of whofe miniflers the princefs had been detained. On
his arrival at the fort of Oofeh, Mortiza Nizam Shaw, who had long
retired from publick affairs, judging that the conduft of his minifters

had occafioned the invafion, confined Sullabut Khan, and gave the

office ofpremier to Cafim Beg ; who by his entreaties prevailed upon
Dillawer Khan to quit the country. The regent then moved to-

wards the dominions of Mahummud Koolli Koottub Shaw, who, to

procure peace, fent his fifter in great pomp and fplendour to Ibrahim

Shaw, without delay, and the nuptials were concluded with royal

magnificence at Shawdirruk j after which the fultan returned to

Beejapore.

In the year 996, Mortiza Nizam Shaw, who was become diilrad:- A. D. 1587.

ed, endeavoured to take the life of his fon fultan Meeran HoufiTein

;

upon which the minifter, Mirza Khan, thought it beft to join the

prince,- and dethrone Nizam Shaw j to eiFed: which, he requefted

afliftanceof Dillawer Khan, who marched with his fovereign from

Beejapore in confequence of his application, but before he arrived at

Ahmednuggur, fultan Houfiein had dethroned his father. Ibrahim

Adil Shaw fent congratulations to him upon his acceflion, and intend-

ed to have had an interview with him and the fultana his fifter, for

which purpofe he remained encamped fome miles from Ahmednug-

gur; but upon hearing that Houfiein Shaw had atrocioufly put

his father to death, he was ftruck v/ith horror at the parricide, and

refblved

I 'IT
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refolved not to fee him. He fent Meer Houffein Koord, who was
remarkable for his free manner of fpeaking, to Houflein Shaw with a

meiTage, that he had marched from Beejapore folely with the delire

of placing him on the throne, and obliging his father to retire to

fome fort where he might pafs his time in religious exercifes ; but as

he had wickedly put him to death, he would not fee him j yet, left

the world fhould fuppofe that he aded from views of conqueft, he

fhould leave him to the vengeance of the Almighty, and return to

his own dominions. The fultan, after fending this meflage, returned

to Beejapore ; from whence Bulleel Khan was again detached with

twelve thoufand horfe to colle(fl the arrears of tribute from the roies of

Malabar, and, in cafe they refufed payment, to reduce their forts.

A year had fcarce elapfed, when Houffein Nizam Shaw was

affaflinated, and Jemmal Khan became all-powerful in the govern-

ment I upon which, Dillawer Khan advifed Ibrahim Adil Shaw to

move towards Ahmednuggur, to take advantage of the diffentions

;

and firmauns were difpatched to Bulleel Khan, commanding him to

A. D. 1588. return from Malabar without delay .r^ The fultan in 997 marched

from Beejapore, and Dillawer Khan made the army halt near Shaw-

dirruk above a month, in hopes of the jundlion of Bulleel Khan ; but

he not appearing, the regent judged farther delay dangerous, and

moved on towards Ahmednuggur. Jemmal Khan, with Ifmaeel

Nizam Shaw, attended by fifteen thoufand horfe, a great body of

foot, and artillery, advanced to meet him, and both armies lay near

each other for many days without engaging. At length, Jemmal
Khan thought proper to beg peace, and Dillawer Khan confented to

grant it, on condition, that the princefs Khadijeh, fifter to Ibrahim

and widow to the late Shaw Houffein, fhould be fent back to her
brother ; ahb that he fhould pay a fum of money. Jemmal Khan
without delay fent the princefs, with all her effedts and a large fum
of money ; upon which Dillawer Khan retreated ; and upon the fame
day Bulleel Khan joined the army, where his fervices were not now

wanted.
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wanted, and his departure from Malabar regretted, as he had nearly

brought affairs in that quarter to a proper adjuftment, which was

difturbed by his recall.

Dillawer Khan, who was difpleafed at his delay, which he fup-

pofed to be deligned, undervalued the effedts which BuUeel Khan
had brought as part of the tributes, and demanded the balances

from the roies who had acccompanied him to pay their compliments

to the fultan. In order to affront him ftill more, he accufed him, in

prefence of the fultan, of difobeying the royal orders in not haflening

fooner to the royal camp ; but Bulled Khan, knowing the fultan.

was well inclined towards him, boldly replied, that he had been

guilty of no fault, nor delayed longer than he could well avoid. He
obferved, that he was jufl on the point of receiving a large fum in

part of the arrears of tribute, which would have been loft to the

treafury had he made publick immediately his orders of recall, and

the troops would alfo have met with great difficulties. He obferved,

that the regent, rather than he, was to blame for having led the ful-

tan precipitately againft an enemy; whereas if he had remained

fifteen days longer at Shawdirruk, the Malabar troops would have

joined, and the country of Nizam Shaw might have been fuccefsfully

invaded. Yet he was ready to confefs his own errors, and threw

himfelf on the fultan's mercy for the crimes he might have com-

mitted. Dillawer Khan, though much enraged at this boldnefs;

apprehending that his notice of it might occafion diflurbances,

thought it beft to conceal his difpleafure. Affuming then an air of

approbation, he addreffed the fultan, faying, that Bulled Khan was

a loyal fubjedt, and had performed great fervices; fo that fmce his

excufes for delay had reafonable foundation, he requefled his majefly

to forgive his errors, and confer upon him marks of the royal favour.

The fultan, readily complying with this requeft, honoured Bulled

Khan with a rich khelaut ; and after the breaking up of the court

Dillawer Khan took him with him to his tents, where he entertained

him
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him with much magnificence ; and in order to apologife for kls late

ufage, faid, that as it was known by the publick that he had adopt-

ed him as his fon, if in the affairs of government he did not behave

to him with the fame ftridtnefs as to others, it would be faid that he

was partial to his own children. Shortly after, a khelaut was con-

ferred on the fon of Arfub Naik, who had attended Bulleel to pay his

compliments to the fultan, as well as many others of the roies of

Malabar, who were all honourably difmiifed to their own country.

The regent having by his hypocritical behaviour thrown the gallant

general off his guard, a few months after the return of the army to

Beejapore, forgetting all his great fervices to himfelf in the time of
Aklaafs Khan, had him treacheroufly feized and deprived of lights

• without the knowledge of the fultan ; who, though much diiplea;fed,

was t(X) much in the power of Dillawer Khan to be able to exprefs

his diilatisfadlion j but opportunity fhortly ofFeredof freeing himfelf

from his intolerable influence.

A. D. 1589. In the year 998, Ibrahim Adil Shaw, at the requeft of Dillawer

Khan, marched from Beejapore to aflift Boorahan Nizam Shaw in the

recovery of the throne of Ahmednuggur from Jemmal Khan, who
had iet up the fon in oppolition to the father. Jemmal Khair having

raifed a coflfiderable army, advanced with his fovereign, Ifmaeel

Nizam Shaw, to within lixteen miles of the fultan 's camp, but

without any intention to engage. He fent ambafladors with great

oiFers to Dillawer Khan ifhe would grant him peace ; but the regent

refufing to liften to any terms, and many officers deferting from

Jemmal Khan, that general, to fecure himfelf from fudden attacks,

retired to a flrong poit furrounded by declivities and broken ground,

at fbme diftance from his former camp. Dillawer Khan thinking his

enemy weak, and felf-fecure ofvidlory, againfl the exprefs requeft of

the fultan marched after him, with thirty thoufand horfe, in hopes

of taking him prifoner. Upon his arrival at the fpot where Jemmal

Khan, contrary to his expeflrations, was ftrongly encamped, he

repented
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repented of his railmefs -, but, afhamed to retire, halted, in hopes
that all his troops would foon join. At this inflant an officer from
Ibrahim Adil Shaw arriving, reprefented, that as the army was not

warned for adiion, the fultan delired he would put it oiF for the pre-

fent, and flay till the troops were properly arranged. Diliawer Khan
returning for anfwer that he would fhortly bring Jemmal Khan
bound to the prefence of the fultan, advanced towards the enemv.

Having with great difficulty pafTed over much marfhy ground, full

of hollows, he at length, without proper order or difpofition, reached

the enemy's front, and detached the Bergee amras with their cavalry

to fall upon the rear, to prevent any of their baggage efcaping.

Jemmal Khan, feeing no chance of efcape but by the (word, drew
out his troops, and prepared for a defperate refiflance. In the very

beginning of the adion, Ein al Moolk Canaanee, Ankufs Khan and

Aulum Khan, who knew that Ibrahim Adil Shaw was much dif-

pleafed with the regent, deferted him with their troops, and leaving

him in the gulph of deflrudtion, haflened to the royal camp at

Darafung. Diliawer Khan, notwithflanding this, fought fo valiantly

with his own troops, that he put the enemy into diforder ; upon

which his followers feparated to feize the plunder of the camp, ac-

cording to the loofe cuflom of Hindooflan, leaving him with not

more than two hundred horfe. A party of the enemy, who had

retired in good order with their prince, Ifmaeel Nizam Shaw, feeing

this, returned to attack him -, and Diliawer Khan, after much gal-

lant flruggle, preferring fafety to deflrudtion, fled with feven perfons,

among whom was the author of this hiflory, from the field of battle.

On his way, fpies brought intelligence that Ein al Moolk, with the

other amras who had deferted him, were haflening to the fultan, in

hopes of deflroying his influence ; upon which he redoubled his ex-

pedition, and reached Darafung before them, with three thoufand of

his defeated troops, who joined him by parties on his route. Lefl

the vid:ors fhould purfue, he marched with the fultan all night

towards Shawdirruk, where he arrived the next morning. Jemmal
S f Khan
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Khan, after this very unexpe(5ted fuccefs, having taken above one

hundred elephants, advanced to Darafung ; where the author of this

hiftory, who had received fome wounds, and could not travel from

weaknefs, fell into his hands, but made his efcape from him by a

flratagem. Jemmal Khan, learning that Boorahan Shaw, with his

allies, Khajeh Ali Khan, and the amras of Berar, was advancing

againft him, moved immediately from Darafung ; upon which the

Beejapore army returned again, and purfued him for near one hundred

and fixty miles. The fultan then thought proper to halt with the

main body, and detach on the purfuit the Bergee amras ; but Dilla-

wer Khan difrefpedlfully infifted that the fultan ihould march on,

without delay, to Kaat Rohngur. This infolence gave great diffatis-

fadiion, and Ibrahim Adil Shaw, now of an age to a.&. for himfelf,

tired of being led in the trammels of a regent, refolved to free him-

felf by efFedling his deftrud:ion.

As all the officers of the royal houfehold and the body guards

were attached to Dillawer Khan, the fultan was fearful of commu-
nicating his wiflies to them, left they fhould betray him. After

much precaution, he fixed upon two Hindoos, common fervants of

no note, to be his confidants on this important occafion. Thefe he

fent privately to Ein al Moolk, the ameer al amra, to complain of

the unreafonable power of his minifterj and received in anfwer

facred promifes of affiftance, if he chofe to engage in depofing him
from authority. After much negotiation by the two Hindoos, it

was fettled that the fultan (hould, on a certain night, when Dillawer

Khan was afleep, repair fuddenly to the camp of Ein al Moolk,

which was only at a mile's diftance, where he Ihould be joined by
him, Ali Khan and Ankufs Khan, who would faithfully obey his

commands. Ibrahim Adil Shaw, relying upon thefe declarations,

A. D. 1589. on the night of the fourteenth of Rejib, 998, came out of his pri-

vate apartments, and commanded Kufhfdaar Khan to bring him a

horfe. The keeper of the ftables refufed obedience, faying, that

without
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without the orders of Dillawer Khan he dared not comply. Kufhf-

daar Khan, provoked at this infolence, gave him feveral blows;

upon which the grooms of the ftables were terrified, and brought

horfes immediately. The fultan mounting, iffued, attended by his

Haves from his tents ; and on the way Elias Khan, his nurfe's fon,

who was upon guard, running up to him, afked the caufe of his

motion, and received for anfwer, that the prefent was not a time for

explanation, but he (hould know the caufe if he chofe to attend him

;

which he did immediately, with rather lefs than an hundred horfe.

When he arrived within a fliort diftance of the camp of Ein al

Moolk, he halted, till that nobleman, with AH Khan and Ankufs

Khan, joined him. As foon as the fultan's march was known,

feveral officers, among whom was the author of this hiftory, with

about three thoufand foldiers, haftened to join him during the night.

Dillawer Khail, though above eighty years of age, had that

night dedicated his hours to pleafure with a beautiful virgin of Dek-

kan, whom he had long fought after, and juft obtained ; fo that,

though feveral ipies often requefted admittance to his prefence, to

inform him of the fultan's flight, his attendants, who had received

orders not to diflurb him, refufed to acquaint him with their coming

;

which negledt gave full time to Ibrahim Adil Shaw to complete his

defigns. Towards funrife, the regent was roufed from his dream of

pleafure, and with his fons and fix thoufand horfe, with many ele-

phants, followed his fovereign, in hopes that on his arrival he would

be deferted by his friends, and again be obliged to throw himfelf into

his hands. When he came in fight of the royal army, the. fultan

ordered Ein al Moolk to prepare to oppofe him ; but that nobleman

fent privately a meflenger to the regent, offering to fland neuter

while he might attempt to carry off the king. Dillawer Khan, en-

couraged by this affurance, flopped his followers at a little diflance,

and coming on with an hundred horfe and four elephants clofe to the

fultan, addrefied him, faying, that marching at night was improper,

S f 2 but

323



324 FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

but he hoped he would now return to his encampment. The fultan,

enraged at this infolence, exclaimed. Will no one punifh this traitor ?

Upon which an inferior officer of the body guard, named Awut
Khan, fpurring his horfe up to the regent, gave him a wound with

hisfabre, and was preparing to inflid: another ftroke, when the

regent's horfe rearing at the flafhing brightnefs of the weapon, threw

him ; and his elephant drivers rufhing between him and Awut Khan,

he had time to efcape to his own troops, whom he endeavoured to

lead on againfl the fultan ; but they were alarmed at the enormity of

aflaulting their fovereign, and rcfufed, many of them deferting him

immediately. Dillawer Khan, overwhelmed with confiifion and

difmay, fled towards Ahmednuggur ; but lys fon Kummaul .Khan

was overtaken at Darafung by the royalills, and put to death.

When the hand of providence had removed the thorns of the

regent's ufurpations from the fkirts of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, and the

veil of obfcurity was taken from the luftre of his majelly, he gave

khelauts of encouragement to Ein al Moolk, Ali Khan, and Ankufs

Khan, notwithflanding their failure of promife, and, encamping,

afcended the throne to give publick audience. Such as had dif-

tinguifhed themfelves by their loyalty during the night, he rewarded

with a generofity beyond their expedtations, and gratified the nobility

and army by his liberal behaviour. Upon his retiring into his pri-

vate apartments to take repofe, a circumftance happened worthy of

remark. As Dillawer Khan, being of the difciples of Hunefi, had

eftablifhed the fooni ceremonies during his regency, many of the

nobility, among whom were fome ftrid: foonites, judging that the

fultan, copying his father and uncle, muft be a fheeah, to pleafe him
gave orders to the criers to proclaim evening prayer in the manner of
the latter fed. The fultan, who however had by education become
a difciple of Hunefi, on hearing the call to prayer, was offended at

the change, and gave orders for the criers to be confined ; but upon
being informed of the caufe of the alteration, he fmiled at the fudden

converfion
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converflon of the foonite nobility, and would frequently rally them
upon it, calling them political fheeahs. He however left every one

to follow their own opinions in matters of faith, and both feils were

publickly allovsned to pradlife their religious ceremonies, as in the

time ofEufufFAdil Shaw.
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As, foon after the expulfion of the regent, intelligence arrived of

the defeat of Jemmal Khan, and the acceflion of Boorahan Nizam
Shaw, the fultan fent letters of congratulation to him on the occafion

;

and, as there now remained no caufe for continuing in the field,

returned expeditioufly to Beejapore, where he employed himfelf in

regulating the affairs of his government, which he did with fo much
juflice, clemency, and prudence, that his people foon forgot their

late troubles, and had reafon to congratulate each other on the happy

deliverance of their fovereign from the thraldom of his minif^grs^

When Dillawer Khan fled to Ahmednuggur, he was received by

Boorahan Nizam Shaw among his nobility, and appointed to reduce

the forts of Sholapore and Shawdirruk ; which coming to the know-
ledge of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, he fent ambalTadors to requefl that he

might be fent to him, together with the elephants which had been

taken from him by Jemmal Khan. Boorahan Nizam Shaw, inflead

of granting this demand, forgetting every former obhgation, pre-

pared for war J and at the infligation of Dillawer Khan, in the

month of Jemmad al Sani, 1 000, marched towards the territories of

Beejapore with a great army ; and, having pafTed the frontiers, laid

wafle the country as he advanced. Upon his arrival at Munglerreh,

feeing that no army was fent into the field to oppofe him, he became

fufpicious of flratagem to draw him into the heart of the kingdom,

and on that account would have retreated, but was prevailed upon
by Dillawer Khan to remain, and advance as far as the river Beem-

rah, where he halted, and there finding a ruined fortrefs, ordered it

to be repaired. Ibrahim Adil Shaw, who all this time had given

no

A. D. 159T,
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no orders to aflemble his nobility, or taken meafures to defend his

country, on hearing this, faid, that Boorahan Nizam Shaw would

fhortly adt like the child, who builds walls of clay, and then deftroys

them with his own hands. He feemed to be unmindful that an

enemy was in his country -, and contenting himfelf with difpatching

a few horfe to obferve their motions, appeared to give himfelf totally

up to amufements j which mode of condud became the wonder of

all, and every man formed his own conjectures upon it, both in his

own dominions and the enemy's camp, without being able to account

for his intentions. Boorahan Nizam Shaw confulted upon it with his

own officers and DUlawer Khan, when fome faid that Ibrahim Adil

Shaw, being a youth, was immerfed in pleafures, and immindful of

the affairs of his kingdom ; others, that, as he was jealous of the

fidelity of his nobility, he was afraid of calling them together. The

fultan's fpies brought him regular information of all that palTed, and

gave alarming accounts of the confidence of the enemy at his very

extraordinary fupinenefs.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, at length, finding matters ripe for the exe-

cution of his intentions, fent a mefTenger to Dillawer Khan, requeuing

him to return, and once more take the charge of affairs upon him-

felfj obferving, that he faw, though late, the folly of his own con-

du(5t, in having liftened to the reprefentations of defigning men
againft fo worthy a fervant ; but if he would once more accept of his

office, he might depend on the utmoft encouragement. Dillawer

Khan, overjoyed at this invitation, returned for anfwer, that if his

majefly would afTure him he fhould not fuffer any injury in his life or

property, he would haflen to throw himfelf at his feet. All fecuri-

ties he required being granted, the regent, in the hopes ofonce more

attaining abfolute power and confining the fultan as formerly, ob-

tained his difmiffion from Boorahan Nizam Shaw ; who in vain

reprefented to him that he was haflening to his own deflrudlion, as

behaviour like his to his fovereign could never fincerely be forgiven.

The
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The regent haftened to Beejapore, where he arrived in the evening, as

the fultan was returning in great ftate from the garden of the twelve

Imaums towards the palace, and, having paid his refpedls, proceeded

on foot in the train. When he had paffed on a little, the fultan call-

ing to Elias Khan, ordered him to fhew the regent a fpecimen of his

own favourite punifliment in pulling out eyes. Dillawer Khan in

vain reprefented that he had come to court on his majefty's affurances

ofpardon and fafety. The fultan told him, that he had only promifed

not to injure his life or property, and that depriving him of fight

could efFedt neither. He was accordingly blinded, and fent to the

fortrefs of Sittareh, where he remained a prifoner till he died.

Z'^7

The fultan having fuccefsfully rid himfelfof his dangerous minif-

ter, fent orders to all his nobility to haften from their jaghires with-

out delay, and made preparations to march againft the enemy. He
firfl fent the Bergee amras, with fix thoufand horfe, to cut oiF all

communication offupplies from the enemy's camp ; and in the month
of Shaaban, having appointed Roomi Khan Dekkanee commander of

his armies, difpatched him at the head of ten thoufand horfe, and,

foon after, fent Elias Khan to reinforce him with three thoufand of

the houfehold troops. The Bergee amras greatly diftreflTed the

enemy, and defeated feveral detachments fent againfi: them j till at

lafi:, Boorahan Shaw marched in perfon; upon which, unable to

oppofe, they recrofi"ed the Beemrah, which was then fordable ; and

a lucky flood of the torrents from the mountains fwelled the river fo

much immediately after, as to prevent their being purfued ; upon

which Boorahan Shaw returned to his camp. A famine and pefiilen-

tial diforder growing to a great height, and carrying offgreat numbers

of men and animals, obliged him to retire fome marches back

towards his own country, to obtain relief. When he had received

fupplies of provifions, and the plague had fomewhat ceafed, he

moved again, with a defign to lay liege to the fortrefs of Sholapore j

but was oppofed on his march by Roomi Khan and Elias Khan, who
defeated
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defeated a principal part of his army under Noor Khan, ameer al

amra of Berar, and took an hundred elephants and four hundred
horfes.

After this lofs, the affairs of Boorahan Nizam Shaw declmed

daily, and numbers of his troops, tired of long fervice and fatigue,

deferted from his camp. A confpiracy was formed againft his life by

feveral of the nobility, who wiflied to place his fon Ifmaeel upon the

throne in his room. Difcovering the plot, and growing fufpicious of

all around him, he began his retreat towards Ahmednuggur ; but

was fo harafled on his iirft march, that he thought it imprudent to

attempt moving further till he could make peace with Ibrahim Adil

Shaw, to whom he fent ambaffadors for the purpofe. The fultan for

near a month refufed liflening to any terms ; but was at laft prevailed

upon to ceafe enmity, on the condition that Boorahan Nizam Sha^v

fhould deftroy the fort he had eredied upon the bank of the Beemrah,

which he did accordingly, throwing down the firfl flone with his

own hands; after which his troops demolifhed the whole fabric,

which had coft much trouble and expenfe. He then marched ex-

peditioufly back to Ahmednuggur, heartily repenting of his unpro^

voked invafion of the territories of Ibrahim Adil Shaw.

A. D. 1593. As affairs were now reffored to order, the fultan refolved to hum-
ble the roies of Malabar, who, iince the recall of Bulleel Khan, had

negleifted paying their tribute ; and for this purpofe difpatched Mun-
jun Khan with a confiderable army. This general upon his arrival

at Binkapore halted, and fummoned all the roies to meet him with

their tributes, promifing thofe who obeyed, protedlion and en-

couragement, but threatening the refra<flory with certain deftrudtion.

Moff of them prepared to comply with his demands, and intended

coming in a body to viiit him ; but as Gung Naik, who was one of

the principal roies of Malabar, and had eight or ten thoufand horfe

and foot in his pay, went firil to pay his refpedls, the reil, jealous

of
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of his power, and fufpeding that he had gone to form fome plan

againft them with Munjun Khan, broke off their engagements, and

withdrew to the mountains. Munjun Khan not thinking it prudent

to follow them into an unknown country, marched with Gung Naik

againft Jerreh, which belonged to Arfub Naik ; who with his allies,

to the number of twenty thoufand men endeavoured to interrupt the

fiege. For three days bloody fkirmifties were kept up, and, as the

Beejaporeans could not ufe their cavalry, owing to bad. ground,

the fuccefs was frequently doubtful ; but at length the good

fortune of the fultan's arms prevailed, and Arfub, feeing further

refiftance vain, confented to pay a tribute, and made a prefent of two

fine elephants to Munjun Khan, with many curious and valuable

efFeds for the fultan. He alfo joined the army, and aflifted at

the fiege of Myfore, belonging to Negtaderee Naik, which was

reduced in three months, and twenty fine elephants were taken with

it. Munjun Khan was proceeding rapidly in his conquefts, when
the rebellion of the fultan's brother in Balgoan occafioned his recall,

and left the afeirs of Malabar once more in an unfettled fituation.
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Sultan Thamafp had two fons, Ibrahim Adil Shaw and Sultan

Ifmaeel, who was brought up with his brother till the age of puberty,

when Dillawer Khan fent him to be kept priibner in the fortrefs of

Balgoan, according to the ufual policy of government. Afi:er the

expulfion of the regent, Ibrahim Adil Shaw fent immediately one of

his confidential fervants to his brother, to exprefs his concern that

re^fons of ftate would not permit him to fatisfy the defire he had. that

they fhould live in the fame place together, and to aflTure him of

every indulgence and mark of aflfedion that could be allowed. At

the fame time he fent orders to the governor of Balgoan, to give

fultan Ifmaeel the full liberty of the fort, and to provide every con-

venience and amufement that could make captivity lefs irkfome. He
alfo allowed him a monthly income of * one thoufand cons, for his

T t ' private
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Three hundred pounds.
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private expenfes. The prince for fome time feemed fatisfied with

his condition ; but fuddenly lofing all fenfe of the generofity of his

brother, confpired againft him, and by degrees bringing over the

governor and garrifon of Balgoan to his intereft, and iecretly cor-

rupting many of the officers of the court, on the ninth of Ramazan,
A.D. 1593. 1002, took pofTefiion of the fort, and openly exalted the ftandard of

rebellion.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, regarding this behaviour as proceeding chief-

ly from the treachery of fbme of his ungrateful nobility, and unwil-

ling to proceed to extremities againil a brother, thought proper to

try firfl upon his mind the effe&s of admonition ; for which purpofe

he fent to him the venerable Shaw Noor Aalum, with folemn affur-

ances, that if he laid afide his extravagant defigns, he fhould receive

pardon, and be treated with every refped: and mark of affedion due

to a brother. The prince, inftead of liftening to the remonftrances

of the Shaw, put him into confinement, and quickened his prepara-

tions to take the field ; at the fame time fending ambafiadors to de-

mand the afliflance of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, who promifed to fup-

port him with a confiderable army. Sultan Ifmaeel alfo brought

over to his intereft Ein al Moolk, ameer al amra, and the adopted

fon of Ankufs Khan. The former wiihing, for his own intereft,

that the difputes for the throne might not foon be fettled, would not

break out all at once, fo that Ifinaeel was obliged to content himfelf

for the prefent with the fortrefs of Balgoan and its environs, where

the khootbah was read in his name. Ein al Moolk, to deceive Ibra-

him Adil Shaw, redoubled his fhew of loyalty, till matters fliould

be ripe for the execution of his defigns in favour of the prince. The

fultan on learning the behaviour of his brother to Shaw Noor Aalum,

was much enraged, and immediately difpatched Elias Khan, his meer

ncbut, with an army to quell the rebelliDn and befiege Balgoan.

Elias
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Ellas Khan, with fix thoufand men, foon arrived before Balgoan

;

and as fultan Ifmaeel had not yet been joined by his adherents, he

ihut himfelf up in the fort, which was clofely befieged by the royal-

ifts. Ein al Moolk alfo, agreeable to the fultan's firmaun, joined

the befiegers to preferve appearances ; but, fecretly attached to the

rebel prince, kept up a conftant correfpondence with the enemy,

and fupplied them at night from his camp with grain and other ne-

celTaries. Intelligence of this treachery reaching the fultan, he, in

order to try his fidelity, difpatched a firmaun, fummoning him to

court, on pretence that he wifhed to have advice from him on fome

affairs of importance, which could not be communicated to any

other than himfelf. Ein al Moolk, in order to deflroy fufpicion, fet

out with many of his friends immediately on receipt of the firmaun to

Beejapore, where he adted with fo much art, as lefi: the fultan in

doubt of the truth of the accufations againft him; and Ibrahim Adil

Shaw, unwilling to deflroy an old fervant on fufpicion only, hoped

that, fhould it have any foundation in reality, the favours he received

at his hands would imprefs his mind in fuch a manner, as to make
him lay afide treacherous defigns, and revive his loyalty. With this

view, to do him honour, he received him with the greatefl marks of

attention in a full court. Ein al Moolk, according to cuflom, killing

the ground three times, advanced to the throne, the feet of which he

alfo kifled j but his own guilt at this time Itruck him fo forcibly, that

he was feized with a trembling, which was obferved by the fultan,

who, defiring him to fit down, turned his face another way, that he

might give him time to recover. He afterwards permitted him to

eat with him, and after every mark of kindnefs and diflindlion, hav-

ing conferred upon him a khelaut of great value, a dagger fet with

jewels, fine horfes, and a bracelet of diamonds, gave him leave to

return to the army without delay. Th;; traitor departed from the

capital the next day to his jaghire; and, forgetting his majefty's

clemency, renewed his correfpondence with fultan Ifmaeel, and

afforded him every aid of provifions as before ; which condud: foon

T t 2 became
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became the topic ofcommon converfation throughout the royal camp»

Not long after this, Hyaut Khan, cutwal of Beejapore, who had

been to efcort ammunition and ftores, paffed on his return from camp

near the refidence of Ein al . Moolk, who invited him to an enter-

tainment. Hyaut Khan, in hopes -of obtaining a fum of money

from him, upbraided him with his treachery, of which he had

received full proofs in the camp ; at the fame time threatening ta

difclofe all he knew to the fultan. Ein al Moolk, gueffing that his

condud: was now beyond the power of hypocrify or prevarication to

conceal, put Hyaut Khan into fetters for his rafh infolence, and

openly avowed his defedtion, writing letters without delay to the

governors of garrifons to join him in favour of the prince. Moll of

them fent fair promifes, but waited to fee the turn of affairs, before

they would dare to z€t openly ; but the foldiers of the garrifon of

Mirch inftantly confined their governor, and proclaimed fultan If-

maeel. Ein al Moolk then fent expreifes to Boorahan Nizam Shaw,

defiring him to expedite his march from Ahmednuggur, as the affairs

of fultan Ifmaeel were in a profperous train, and, with his aid,

would eafily attain an happy ifTue, for which the forts of Sholapore and

Shawdirruk, with their dependant diflridts, fhould be given up with-

out delay. Boorahan Nizam Shaw, allured by this offer, began his

march, and Ein al Moolk, encouraged by this fupport, withdrew

his troops from Elias Khan before Balgoan ; upon which great con-

fufion prevailed through all the territories of Beejapore. The Hin-

doos of Malabar feizing the opportunity, invaded the diflridis of

Binkapore ; and Elias Khan, either through fear or treachery, raifed

the fiege of Balgoan, and without orders returned to Beejapore,

where his arrival threw the court and inhabitants into great difinay

and terror. Dangerous infurred:ions enfued, and many courtiers

formed defigns of taking pofjeflion of the palace for the rebel prince,

to gain his favour i but the firmnefs of mind of Ibrahim Adil Shaw
on this trying occafion, at length prevailed over the fchemes of the

feditious. He diiplaced Elias Khan, Hajee Mahummud, and Roomi

Khanj
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Khan, and put them into ftri<ft confinement, to deter others from

treachery, ofwhich he had ftrong prefumptions of their being guilty,

at the fame time ifTuing firmauns to all the amras to repair from their

jaghires to court.
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Ein al Moolk, feeing no army to oppofe him in the field, marched

without delay, with ten thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand foot, to

Balgoan, where he prevailed upon fultan Ifmaeel to quit the fort

;

and without waiting for the junftion of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, who
had began his march from his capital of Ahmednuggur, refolved to

move againft the fultan at Beejapore. Ibrahim Adil Shaw, upon

intelligence of this defign, having appointed Hummeed Khan to the

command of his army, fent him againft the rebels ; who, upon his

arrival at Eefapore, fent fome confidential perfons to make him great

offers of reward if he would come over to them. Hummeed Khan,

by the inftrudtions of his fovereign, received the mefTengers with

much kindnefs, aiTuring them that he had no defigns of oppofition,

and meant to join fultan Ifmaeel ; who, if he would quit the fort and

take command of the army, might gainpofleffion ofthe throne with-

out trouble, or putting himfelf under any obligations for the afiiftance

of Boorahan Nizam Shaw. Ein al Moolk, deceived by this promife,

forgot his ufual caution, and imprudently moved with fultan Ifmaeel

to an extenfive plain at fome diftance from Balgoan, where, fecure in

his own mind, he was intent only on making magnificent preparations

for the reception of Hummeed Khan and the other chiefs of the

royal army. His fon, Ghahb Khan, who had remonftrated to

him without effect on his ingratitude to Ibrahim Adil Shaw, now
warned him againft the treachery of Hummeed Khan, and begged

him at all events to be upon his guard againft furprize, but all in

vain. Hummeed Khan advanced in great order towards the camp a. D. i<;q4^

of the rebels, where the prince and Ein al Moolk waited, with their

principal adherents, in a magnificent tent to receive him ; fo that he

was allowed to approach clofe to their lines without apprehenfion.

He
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He then, fuddenly throwing off the mafk, made a vigorous charge,

which threw the camp into confiifion and diforder. The prince and

Ein al Moolk, upon being undeceived, mounted their horfes, and

endeavoured to colle<5t their troops for oppofition, but in-vain. Ein

al Moolk received a wound from, a fabre, and, falling from his

horfe, his head was immediately cut off by Soheil Khan. Sultan

Ifmaeel was taken prifoner in trying to make his efcape to Ankufs

Khan, with whofe affiftance he intended to join Boorahan Nizam
Shaw. The rebel army difperfed to different quarters, and Hum-
meed Khan fent the head of Ein al Moolk, with congratulatory

accounts of his vidtory to Beejapore. Ibrahim Adil Shaw ordered

the head of the traitor to be placed on a high pole, before the prin-

cipal gate of his palace, where it remained near a week ; and Shuja-

hut Khan Koord was fent to the camp, where, to prevent freih

rebellions, he by the fultan's orders put an end to the exiftence of

fultan Ifmaeel. Hummeed Khan returned to Beejapore, and with

many other amras was highly diftinguifhed by the royal favour. The
head ofEin al Moolk being put into a great gun was blown into the

air, that no traces might remain of him; and feventeeen perfons of

the garrifon of Mirch, who had confined their chief and declared

for the rebels, were put to death, after being brought in chains to

Beejapore, by way of example. Boorahan Nizam Shaw, who had
advanced as far as the fort of Porundeh to afEfl the rebellion, on
hearing that it was quelled, and the order of government reilored,

retreated with expedition towards Ahmednuggur.

The great Author of events, and the Former of the world by

words only, in order to difplay the fulnefs of his power, at frequent

periods efiecSts revolutions furprizing to human imagination, of which

there could not be a greater proof than this vidtory, which was un-

expedted by all, as moil: of the nobility favoured fultan Ifinaeel, and

the zemindars were throughout the kingdom of Beejapore ripe for

revolt.

Not
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Not long after this, Boorahan Nizam Shaw entering into alliance

with the roy of Bilcondah, refolved again to invade the territories of

Ibrahim Adil Shawj and accordingly difpatched Mortiza Khan

Anjoo, at the head of ten thoufand horfe, with intentions to reduce

Shawdirruk and Sholapore, while his ally laid fiege to fome of the

forts on the frontiers of Carnatic. Mortiza Khan, when he had ad-

vanced as far as Porundeh, finding that the roy of Bilcondah had not

yet begun his march, thought proper to halt -, but fent out detach-

ments to lay wafle and plunder the adjacent country. Thefe received

a fevere defeat from the troops ofIbrahim Adil Shaw, and their com-

mander, Uzbak Khan, was killed in the adion, which ftruck the

reft of the army with terror, and flopped their operations. In the

month of Rejib, Boorahan Nizam Shaw was taken dangeroufly ill of

a bloody dyfentery ; the news of which occafioned great commotions

in the army at Porundeh, where diflentions arofe among the amras,

and Mortiza Khan, with many of his friends, fearing aiTaffination

from the mutinous chiefs, left his command, and retired to Ahmed-
nuggur ; at the fame time Khalifah Arab and Kuzzlbafh Khan fled

for refuge to Ibrahim Adil Shaw. Boorahan Shaw, wafted by illnefs

and the diflentions of his government, dying, was fucceeded by his

fon Ibrahim, and Mean Munjoo Dekkanee became regent of the

kingdom ; but the young fliltan's mother, who was an Abyflinian,

gave fo much encouragement to the chiefs oflier own nation, that

the power of his office was withheld from him, and the upftart Abyf-

fmians behaved fo difrefpedtfully to the ambafladors from Beejapore,

as to make them quit Ahmednuggur in difguft.

Ibrahim Adil Shaw was fo much offended at the affi-ont offered to

his throne, that he refolved to be revenged on Nizam Shaw ; for

which purpofe, he on the twentieth of Shaaban having marched a. D. 1594.

from his capital, encamped at Bhamenalee, and moved from thence

towards Shawdirruk. Being however not fond of unneceffary war,

he had determined in his own mind, if ambaffadors fliould be fent

from
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from Ahmednuggur with apologies for the condudt of the miniflers

and defires of peace, to lay afide his expedition; and in this hope

made delignedly but very flow marches to Shawdirruk, where he

fixed his head quarters.

Aklaafs Khan and the Abyfiinian amras of Ahmednuggur, inftead

of endeavouring to make peace, marched with the fultan Ibrahim

Shaw, at the head of thirty thoufand men and a great train of artil-

lery, to their borders; upon which Ibrahim Adil Shaw, thinking

delay no longer advifeable, difpatched Hummeed Khan with other

amras of diftindtion againft them ; at the fame time giving inftrudlions,

that if Ibrahim Nizam Shaw did not attempt marching into his

country, they fhould refrain from hoililities. The Nizam Shawee army

palTed the boundaries of Beejapore ; upon which Hummeed Khan
without delay marched to attack their camp, and a fevere aftion

cnfued, in which he was near being defeated, his left wing giving

way and flying from the field, clofely purfued by the right of the

enemy. Hummeed Khan however refolutely continued the battle

with his center and right wing. Ibrahim Nizam Shaw, who had at

firil remained in the rear, to be out of danger, feeing the flight of

part of the enemy's hne, advanced with his houfehold attendants;

which being perceived by Soheil Khan, a eunuch, who commanded
the right wing of the Adil Shawee army, he charged him; upon

which the fultan's attendants begged him to retire, but he would not

confent, exclaiming, that as his brother Ifmaeel had difdained to fly

from Dillawer Khan, it would be diihonourable in him to give way
before a eunuch. Having faid this, he drew his fabre, and with the

elephants ruflied towards Soheil Khan ; but, after a fhort ilruggle,

he received a mortal wound firom an arrow, and died immediately.

His attendants took up the body, and fled towards Ahmednuggur;

and the other part of the army engaged with Hummeed Khan, learn-

ing the death of their king, were feized with a panic, and hafl:encd

from the field, ofwhich they had nearly been the vidors, leaving all

their
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their baggage and artillery, with moil of the royal elephants, to the

plunder of the fortunate conquerors, who found themfelves fuch,

when they leaft expeded. While Hummeed Khan was enjoying the

fruits of his victory, Ibrahim Adil Shaw received intelligence at

Shawdirruk that his army was defeated, as many of the fugitives of

the left wing, which had broken and difperfed at the beginuing of

the adion, had fled as far as the royal camp, which was thrown into

great conftemation by their alarming accounts. Some faid, moft of

the nobility had been flain, and that all the elephants except one had

fallen into the hands of the enemy. For three days, uncertain intel-

ligence and frequent alarms were received ; but on the fourth, full

accounts were brought of the unexpeded viftory, and the death of

Ibrahim Nizam Shaw, which changed the terrors of the multitude

to the extravagance ofjoy. The fultan, notwithftanding this iignal

advantage, and the confufed ftate of the enemy's government, would

not confent to invade their territories, but recalled Hummeed Khan
from the borders ; and in the latter part of the month marched back

towards Beejapore, but did not enter that capital till 1004. He
halted on the banks of the Beemrah, from whence he difpatched a

force againft one of the zemindars of the Carnatic, who, taking ad-

vantage of the war, had befieged the fortrefs of Oodnee, which was

in danger of falling from want of provifions. On the thirteenth of

Mohirrum, the fultan made a triumphant entry into Beejapore, amid

the acclamations of his people ; who on this occafion had adorned the

ftreets with tilTues, velvets, brocades, other rich cloths, and coftly

ornaments. Soon after this, intelligence arrived that the infidels of

Carnatic had, on the approach ofthe royal troops, raifed the fiege of

Oodnee, and fled to their own country ; but that many of them were

cut to pieces in the purfuit. Meer Mahummud Saleh Hummadanee,
a venerable fyed, arriving near Beejapore, and bringing with him
fome hairs of the prophet, the fultan, eager to pay his refpedts to

fuch valuable relics, went out to meet him ; and having conduced
him into the city, entertained him with royal magnificence for

U u . many
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many days. He endeavoured to prevail upon him to fix his refidence

at his court, but the holy man was earneft to perform the pilgrimage

to Mecca ; and at his departure the fultan conferred upon him many
rich prefents, and received from him two of the facred hairs, which
he placed with care in a golden fhririe fet with jewels, and conftantly

vifited it every Friday night, and upon all holidays.

Difputes growing to a great height in the government of Ahmed-
nuggur, fultan Moraud, fon of the emperor Akber, was invited into

Dekkan by one of the parties; and, eager to take advantage of

diilention to fpread the authority of the Moguls in that country,

marched from Guzarat to Ahmednuggur with an army of thirty

thoufand men, and laid iiege to that city, which he was after many

months obliged to raife, as Ibrahim Adil Shaw difpatched Soheil

Khan with a great army to the relief of the befieged Nizam Shaw-

eeans, and, before his arrival, the Moguls retired.

Ferishta concludes his hrftory of the Beejapore fultans in the

A. D. 1596. year 1005. What follows relative to them, is tranflated from a work

called Lub al Towareekh^ a fummary hiftory of Hindooftan, by

Binderabun, a Hindoo, in the reign of Aurungzebe, as I could not

obtain any fuller authority.

Binderabun writes, " I know not of any hiftory, after Ferifhta's,

" of the fovereigns of Dekkan; but as the conclufion of his was at

" the clofe of the reign of the emperor Akber, I have feledted fortie

" information from his hiftory, fome from that of the fucceeding

** emperors, and the reft from the converfation of well-informed,

'•* credible perfons, and partly I write from my own knowledge."

In
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In the reign of Jehaungeer, Ibrahim Adil Shaw, in concert with

th^.fultan of Ahmednuggur, difpatched an army againft Abd al

Raheem Khankhaanan, the Mogul foubahdar ofKhandefhe and Berar.

The foubahdar, unable to oppofe the allies, was blocked up in the

city of Boorahanpore. The Dekkanees pofleiTed themfelves of feveral

diftridls in both provinces; and carrying their depredations into

Malwa, laid wafte the country as far north as the fortrefs of

*Mandou. At length, the prince fultan ''Khoorrum advancing with

an army from Dhely, an engagement took place near Boorahanpore,

when the Dekkanees were defeated with great ilaughter, and fled.

The imperial diftridts in Dekkan were recovered, and a very con-

fiderable part of the Ahmednuggur fovereignty reduced to the Mogul
government by the prince j who, at length, confented to a peace, on

the allied fultans paying him a fum of ' fifty lacks of rupees.

Of the above fum, ^ twenty lacks were contributed by Ibrahim

Adil Shaw, who in the year 1036 departed this life, after a reign of A.D. 1626.

forty feven years and fome months.

* The ancient capital of Malwa.
** Afterwards Shaw Jehaun.
' Five hundred thoufand pounds.

* Two hundred thoufand pounds.

U u SULTAN
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SULTAN

MAHUMMUD ADIL SHAW.

Sultan Mahummud Adil Shaw on the death of his father

acceded to the throne of Beejapo're. As the Moguls were daily

extending their conqueils in Dekkan, and he knew that (hould the

country of Ahmednuggur be reduced, his own would become the

objedl of attack, he affifted Nizam Shaw againfl the imperial arms ;

and more than once fuffered for his condud, being obliged to pur-

A. D. 1634. chafe peace by large contributions. In the year 1044, the armies of

the emperor Shaw Jehaun, under Khan Dowraun, Khan Zummaun,
and Syed Jehaun Khan, invaded Dekkan on three quarters, and laid

wafte the country of Beejapore without mercy. After the redudion

of Dowlutabad and other forts, with moft part of the kingdom of

Nizam Shaw, Mahummud Adil Shaw agreed to pay a confiderable

tribute to the emperor Shaw Jehaun. Though the government of
Dekkan was entrufted to the prince Aurungzebe, he courted the

patronage of Dara Shekkoh, and by his influence obtained royal titles

from Shaw Jehaun, to whom he prefented * forty lacks of rupees and

forty elephants, with houfings of gold and filver. He gave alfo ^ five

lacks and fome elephants to the princefs Jehaunara Begum; and
' fifteen lacks of rupees, as many elephants, and fome valuable

jewels, to the prince Dara Shekkoh. Afterwards, having difpleafed

Aurungzebe,

» Four hundred thoufand pounds.
»> Fifty thoufand pounds.

* One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds.
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Aurungzebe, that prince obtained permiflion to invade Beejapore

;

which he entered, and took the fortrefs of Kallean and other places •

but at this juncture intelligence arriving of the illnefs of Shaw Jehaun,

and the confufion confequent at court, he moved from Dekkan.

Mahummud Adil Shaw for the prefent faved his countiy. In the

latter part of his reign, his vaiTal Sewajee, the fon of Sahoo Bhofileh,

by ftratagem and treachery obtained great power, and the foundations

of the Beejapore monarchy became weakened, as will be accounted

for in the hiftory of the reign of Aurungzebe. Mahummud Adil

Shaw died in the yean 07 1.

34t

A. D. i66o«
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SULTAN

ALEE ADIL SHAW 2^'

1 HIS prince fucceeding his father in his childhood, was un-

able to remedy the diforders which had occurred in his kingdom

by the rebellion of Sewajee. This chief had poffeffed himfelf of

all the ftrong holds in the Kokun country, and eredted feveral new
forts. Under pretence of making his fubmiflions to the fultan, he

begged an interview with the Beejapore general, Afzul Khan, whom
he treacheroully ftabbed in an embrace. Ruftum Khan was after-

wards fent againll him, and defeated. Alee Adil Shaw died in the

A. D. 1672. year 1083, after a turbulent reign ofbetween eleven and twelve years

;

during which he enjoyed little of royalty but the name, his country

being ufurped by Sewajee and other vafTals. He was fucceeded by

his fon Secunder Adil Shaw, an infant, who never acquired any real

A. D. 1685. power, being the tool of his nobility j and in the year 1097, Beeja-

pore, with its remaining dependancies, was reduced to the Mogul
yoke by the emperor Aulumgeer.

END OF ADIL SHAWEE HISTORY.

fO' The hiftory of the reigns fubfequent to that of Ibrahim Adil Shaw 2d. the

tranflator laments being too concife ; but more detailed accounts were not to be ob-

tained, though no enquiries have been fpared in the fearch for them. The chafm

however will be found in fome meafure filled up to the reader, by the account of the

operations of the Mogul emperors in Dekkan, in another part of this work.
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SULTAN

AHMED NIZAM SHAW BEHEREE.

Ahmed Nizam Shaw was the fon of Mallek Naib Nizam al

Moolk Beheree, originally a bramin of Beejanuggur, but being taken

prifoner in his infancy by the army of fultan Ahmed Shaw Bhamenee,
was made a mulTulmaun, received the name of Mallek HoulTun, and
was educated as one of the royal flaves. The fultan, feeing him a

youth of abilities, gave him to his eldeft fon Mahummud fvdtan, with

whom he finifhed his education, under the fame tutor, and became

eminently learned in Periic and Arabic literature. On fultan Ma-
hummud's acceflion to the throne, he was raifed by that prince to

the rank of a thoufand, and the charge of the royal falconry was

entrufled to him, from which he acquired the appellation of

Beheree. By degrees he rofe to the higheft honours, received the

titles of AfhrufF Humaioon Nizam al Moolk Beheree, and by the

patronage of Khajeh Jehaun Gawan, being appointed governor of

Telingana, had Raajmundree and Cundapul, with their dependancies,

conferred upon him in jaghire. Upon the death of Khajeh Jehaun,

he fucceeded him in office, and was honoured with the title of Mal-

lek Naib. Upon the death of Mahummud Shaw, he by his will

became firft minifter to his fon fultan Mhamood, who added Beer

and other diftri(!!ts to his jaghire ; which he committed to the charge

of his fon Mallek Ahmed, who took up his refidence at Khiber, and

W v/ employed

» Beher is a fpecies of hawk.
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employed himfelf diligently in the affairs of his government. As

fome of the forts granted to him were garrifoned by Mharattas, who
refufed to evacuate them, on pretence that fultan Mhamood, being

an infant, was not capable of conducing affairs, Mallek Ahmed pro-

ceeded to reduce them by force ; and firfl marched againft the fortrefs

of Seer, which was very flrong, built round the fummit of a high

hill. The garrifon, after a long fiege, 'being in great diflrefs, and

feeing no hopes of relief, threw their weapons and fhrouds on their

necks, and came out to him with the keys of the place ; at the fame

time laying at his feet five years tribute of the Kokun, which had

been laid up there. This amounting to a very great fum enabled

him to confer ample rewards upon his followers, and gave credit to

his name. He fucceffively reduced the forts of Johnde, Lahgur,

Sukkee, Terronee, Nuggoreh, Kundaneh, Perrub, HulTodun, Goher-

derruk, Meerunje, Maholee, and Pake, by which conqueib all the

country of Kokun fell into his hands. He was befieging the fort of

Dundaraajepore when he received intelligence of the aflaflination of

his father, Nizam al Moolk, and immediately returned to Khiber 5

where he afTumed the titles of the deceafed, and was generally known
by thofe of Ahmed Nizam al Moolk Beheree, to which the people

of Dekkan, though he did not affed it, added the name of Shaw,

which we fhall alfo ufe in mentioning him hereafter.

-i

Ahmed Nizam Shaw, on his return to Khiber, after he had fpent

the ufual time in mourning for his father, turned his attention to the

welfare of his people i and fo juflly fettled his country, that the

loadflone dared not attrad iron, and the ^ karooba refrained from
molefling grafs. As he had diflinguifhed himfelf repeatedly as a
general in the field, though fultan Mhamood wifhed to remove him
from power, none of his nobility would accept the tafk of reducing

him

» A plant, the leaf of which has the fame efFea on fmall bits of grafs, as the load-
ftone on iron*
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him. By the inftigation of Cafim Bereed, the fuhan fent repeatedly

firmauns to EufufF Adil Khan, commanding him, in conjundtion

with Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee and Zien ad Dien Ali Talifs, to

march againft Khiberj but Adil Khan excufed himfelf, and even
fent an envoy to warn Ahmed of his dangerous fituation, and to

prepare for the defence of his dominions ; at the fame time ordering

his troops to evacuate to him the fortrefs of Indapore, and promifing
him afliilance, fhould he require it.

Ahmed Nizam Shaw, having appointed Zerreef al Moolk
Afghaun his ameer al amra, and Nufleer al Moolk Guzaratee his

meer jumleh, fent a meffage to Zien ad Dien Ali Talifs, that as the

rights of neighbourhood deferved the tokens of regard and generofity,

and he efteemed him as endowed with valour and magnanimity, he
wifhed that, erafmg the charafters of ftrangenefs from his mind, and
forgetting the paft, he would look upon himfelf as the partner of
his riiing fortunes. Zien ad Dien meeting his advances, made pro-

feffions of duty and fubmiffion, but on Nadir al Zumman's marching
to reduce Ahmed Shaw, with twelve thoufand horfe, wavered in his

friendfhip, and refolved to join that nobleman. Ahmed Shaw on

the approach of Nadir, having fent his family for fafety to the fort of

Seer, marched with intentions to harafs the enemy ; but as he was

greatly fuperior in numbers, to avoid coming to an engagement.

With this view he kept from them at the diftance of eight or ten

miles, taking precautions to prevent a furprize. Finding that Zien

ad Dien Ali Talifs waited only for an opportunity to join Nadir, he
left his main body to the charge of Nuffeer al Moolk, and with a

feled: party, under pretence of hunting, moved fuddenly towards Jag-
neh, the refidence of Zien ad Dien, who had no fulpicion, and kept

but a loofe difcipline in the garrifon. He arrived at night, and apply-

ing ladders to the walls, mounted firfh himfelf, followed by feven-

teen perfons, while others efcaladed at various quarters. Having got

into the fort without oppoiition from the drowfy and unfufpedting

W w 2 guards.
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guards, he made a general flaughter of the garrifon, and Zien ad

Dien with about feven hundred followers were put to death. Nufieer

al Moolk upon hearing of the fall of Jagneh, became ambitious of

diftinguifhing himfelf by fome important fervice, before the return of

his fovereign, and with only three- thoufand horfe marched againft

the enemy, of' whom he defeated two conliderable detachments

;

which encouraging him, he imprudently with his fatigued party gave

battle to Nadir, but was defeated with great lofs. Ahmed Shaw,

on his return from Jagneh, went to vifit him, and ufed every means

to encourage him in his difagreeable fituation. Some nights after,

having left his camp ftanding, he furprized the enemy fo efFedtually,

that Nadir, with many of his principal officers, were killed, and his

army totally difperfed, leaving all their baggage and tents to the for-

tunate Ahmed Shaw ; who after his vidtory returned to Khiber, and,

as before, turned all his attention to the flourifhing flate ofhis people.

Sultan Mhamood Bhamenee, enraged at the defeat of his general,

fent towards Khiber Uzmut al Moolk Dobeer, with eighteen amras

of diftindtion and a great army ; upon which Ahmed Shaw, quitting

the fbrtrefs, moved with his army into the mountainous country of

Kadabad ; and when the royal army had reached the pafs of Meeree,

he with three thoufand horfe marched expeditioully to Ahmedabad
Bieder, and arriving during the night, was admitted by the guards,

whom he had previoufly bribed to his interefls. He proceeded im-
mediately to the palace, and having taken all the family of his father

into his protection, fent them offimmediately towards Khiber; then,

having fecured the women and children of all the amras who were
with the army fent againfl him, left the capital in the morning, and
carried them with him towards the fortrefs of Porundeh, but took the
greateft care that no infults fhould be offered to the honour of the
women.

The



FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

The amras at the pafs of Meeree, upon hearing of this bold en-
terprize, and the fuccefs with which it had been attended, returned,

in hopes of intercepting him ; and arriving near, fent him a meflage,

that as he had ad:ed towards their wives and children as his own,
they all were obliged, and bound by gratitude not to attack him

;

but that it was unbecoming his magnanimity to fly from them like

robbers or banditti and diftrefs women ; a behaviour not allowable

among Koords or Fringes. Ahmed Shaw, hurt at this remark, im-

mediately fent back to them the women and children, and marched

toPorundeh. Juft then a firmaun full of reprimand and diipleafure

came from fultan Mhamood to his amras, fetting forth, that Ahmed
the fon of Nizam al Moolk, the falconer, fpreading his pinions like

the hawk, foared on high, while they, trembling in the nefts of their

tents, could not preferve the innocent mates of their affeftions from

his talons; that if, having taken the rebel prifoner, they fhould

repair paft errors, it was well ; otherwife, being feized by the royal

anger and difpleafure, they would give the honour of themfelves and

their anceftors to the winds. The amras upon receipt of this firmaun

halted, and fent off reprefentations to the fultan, that they were fol-

diers, whofe bufinefs it was only to fight the enemy, of whofe mo-

tions if the proper intelligence had. been negledted, they were not to

blame, but Uzmut Dobeer, who commanded the army; that if

another chief fhould be fent them in his room, by the aufpices of the

royal fortune, the expulfion of the enemy would be effeded. Sultan

Mhamood immediately recalled Uzmut, and fent Jehaungeer Khan,

governor of Telingana, with three thoufand horfe as a reinforce-

ment, to command the army in his room. This general, who was

one ofthe firft minifters of the court, had performed many great ex-

ploits, and in courage and condudt was unequalled in Dekkan, upon

his junftion with the army, encouraged all the amras, and without

delay advanced by continued marches to Porundeh.
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Ahmed Shaw, not thing it prudent to engage, applied to Ummad
al Moolk for affiftance ; but feeing no hopes of obtaining it, and

Jehaungeer Khan arriving near Puttun, he moved towards Khiber,

and entering the hilly country by the pafs of Jeypore, was joined the

fame day by Nuffeer al Moolk Guzaratee, with his army from

Kadirubad, and a great fupply of treafure and provifions ; upon
which he placed guards in the pafles, and halted in the mountains.

Jehaungeer Khan at length entered the hills by the pafs of Biefganou,

and encamped near the town of Binkar. Both armies remained near

a month inadive, within eighteen miles of each other i when Jehaun-
geer Khan on the fetting in of the rains, fuppofing that Ahmed
Shaw muft perifh blocked up in the hills, or furrender to his fuperior

army, became incautious, and gave himfelf up to his pleafures ; and

his example was followed by the officers and foldiers of his camp,
who became negligent of duty.

Ahmed Shaw, who had good intelligence ofthe forgetfuluefs and

A. D. 1489. felf-fecurity of the enemy, on the night of the third of Rejib, 895,
moved from his camp with Azim Khan, and marched fo rapidly,

that juft at daybreak he reached the enemy's camp, and rufhing upon

them, like a fudden calamity of fortune, gave not a man time to

oppofe him. Some, in the fleep of intoxication, took the road of

friturity J and others, on opening their eyes, feeing death before

them, gave themfelves up a prey to annihilation. Jehaungeer Khan
and many officers of rank were killed in the confuiion, and thofe

who furvived were taken prifoners by Ahmed Shaw 3 who, after

putting them on buffaloes, with their vefts torn in flips down to their

waifts, and leading them round his camp for the fport of his foldiers,

gave them leave to return to the capital with the accounts of their

difgrace. This vidtory was called the vidtory of the garden, as

Ahmed Shaw laid out on the fpot a magnificent garden, in which he
built a fplendid palace, which was added to by all his fucceffors,

who fortified and made it their general refidence, by the name of

Baugh
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Baugh Nizam. Ahmed Shaw, after returning thanks to God for his

vid:ory, and giving a town near his camp as a charitable foundation

for holy men, returned to Khiber j where he now fat without an

oppofer on the mufnud of royalty ; and, by the advice of EufufF Adil

Shaw, having difcontinued reading the khootbali in the name of

Mhamood Shaw, put in his own, and fpread a white umbrella over

his head. Khajeh Jehaun and feveral amras, however, reprefenting

to him that his doing this while the Bhamenee fultan lived was un-

grateful, he, to retain their attachments, left his own name out of

the khootbah, and faid, that he ufed an umbrella only to fhelter him-

felf from the fun, and not as a fign of royalty. The amras obferved

to him, that as that was the cafe, they had no objections, provided he

gave general leave to them and all his fubjedts to ufe the umbrella.

As he could not well refufe, permiflion was given ; and from that

time to this in his country, the king and the beggar carry it over

their heads; but to diftinguifh the fultan from his fubjedts, the royal

umbrella has a piece of red upon it, while the others are all white.

This cuftom Ipread throughout all Dekkan, contrary to that in the

Mogul empire, * where no one but the fovereign dare ufe an um-
brella. A few days after, Khajeh Jehaun repented of his bold-

nefs, and, with all the amras, requefted him to replace his name in

the khootbah, which at their earneft entreaties he agreed to ; at the

fame time pretending, it was only in compliance with their wiflies,

and not from any ambition of his own. Soon after this he marched to

reduce the fortrefs of Dundaraajepore, a ftrong place near the feaport

of Choul ', and having taken it after a long fiege, and by this means

fecured quiet pofleffion of the country of Kokun, he turned his

thoughts to the acquifition of Dowlutabad j for which purpofe he

formed connections of friendfhip with the governors, on whom he

hoped to prevail to deliver it up.
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Mallek Wojeh and Mallek AfhrufF were brothers, and originally

fervants of Khajeh Jehaun Gawan, after whofe death they became

enrolled among the corps of fillehdaars of fultan Mhamood, and were

at length raifed to the rank of nobility, by the patronage of Mallek

Naib Nizam al Moolk Beheree, when Mallek Wojeh was appointed

governor of the garrifon of Dowlutabad, and Mallek Afhruff of the

diftridls dependant upon that fortrefs. They conduced affairs fo well,

that the banditti of Dowlutabad, long famous for their daring rob-

beries, were expelled, and the roads to the frontiers of Sultanpore,

Nuddirbar, Buggellana and Guzarat became fo fecure, that merchants

and travellers pafTed without guards ; and the inhabitants being happy

under their government, the country became populous and flouriihing.

Both the brothers, in gratitude for the patronage of Nizam al Moolk,

kept on terms of the ftridteft friendfhip with his fon Ahmed Shaw
j;

who, to cement their alliance ftill ftronger, after the viftory of Baugh

Nizam, gave his iiiler Bibi Zeenut in marriage to Mallek'Wojeh. A
fon being born from this union, the younger brother, Mallek AfhruiF,

who had entertained ambitious views of fucceeding Mallek Wojeh
and founding a kingdom for himfelf^ was alarmed at it, and atro-

cioufly contrived to affaflinate both father and fon ; after which crime

he afTumed independance at Dowlutabad, and endeavoured to form

alliances with the fovereigns of Boorahanpore, Berar, and Guzarat.

Bibi Zeenut, after the murder of her hufband and fon, having made
her efcape to Khiber, demanded protection of her brother Ahmed

A. D. 1493. Nizam Shaw j who, in confequence, moved in the year 899, with

intention to reduce Dowlutabad. Upon his arrival at the garden of

Nizam, ambaffadors came to him from Cafim Bereed, requeiling

his afUflance againfl Eufuff Adil Khan, who had laid fiege to the

capital of Ahmedabad Bieder, and promifing, if he would com-
ply, to afford him aid in the reduction of Dowlutabad. Ahmed
Shaw confenting to the requeft, marched to Bieder, which he reliev-

ed in the manner we have related in the hiflory of Eufuff Adil Shaw;
and then returning by the fame route, proceeded to execute his

original
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original defign ; but finding, after a liege of two months, that Dow-
lutabad was too flrong to be taken by force, he retreated towards

Khiber. On his^ arrival at the town of Binkar, lituated nearly at an

equal diftance from both places> he formed the defign of raifing a

city for the capital of his dominions ; from whence he refolved, every

year at the harveft feafons, to difpatch an army to lay wafte the ter-

ritories dependant upon Dowlutabad, hoping that the garrifon, being

deprived of refources and diftreffed for provifions, would in procefs of

time defert their chief, and give up that important fortrefs. With

this view, in the year 900, at an inftant fixed upon by the aftrologers A. D. 1493.

as aufpicious, he began the foundations of a city near the garden of

Nizam, upon the bank of the river Seen, to which he gave the name

of Ahmednuggur. Such diligence was ufed in eredting buildings, by

the fultan and all his dependants, that in the fhort fpace of two years

the new city rivalled in fplendour Bagdad and Cairo. His army every •

year marching into the territories of Dowlutabad, left nothing undone

in ruining cultivation, wafting grain, and fetting fire to the habita-

tions of the farmers at both the harvefts. In the year 905, fultan A. D. i494'

Mhamood of Guzarat, at the requeft of Mallek Afhrufi^, marched

towards Dekkan; refolving firft to humble Adil Khan Farooki,

fovereign of Khandeflie, and then proceed to Dowlutabad, which

was befieged as ufual by Ahmed Nizam Shaw. Upon his arrival at

Sultanpore, Adil Khan being alarmed, requefted the affiftance of

Ummad al Moolk and Ahmed Shaw ; upon which the latter imme-
diately evacuated the vicinity of Dowlutabad, and haftened with

fifteen thoufand horfe to Boorahanpore, fultan Mhamood being then

encamped with a great army near Afere. Nufleer al Moolk, by the

advice ofAhmed Shaw, by means of a large fum ofmoney, prevailed

upon the keeper of the fultan's elephants to let loofe fi-om his chains

one of thofe animals, who was remarkably vicious. On the night

appointed, Ahmed Shaw, with five thoufand men, marched towards

the Guzaratee camp ; and at twelve o'clock, when, by a fignal agreed

upon, the elephant was let loofe and occafioned great confufion, he

X X fuddenly
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fuddenly poured in upon the line fhowe;rs of rockets and mufque-

try. Sultan Mhamood and his officers, who apprehended nothing

lefs than an attack from fo inferior an enemy, and were fleeping

quietly in their tents, alarmed at the uproar, rofe from their beds

with hafty confuilon. At this inllaht, the elephant ran towards the

tents of the royal haram, the ladies of which, frightened, made

dreadful fhrieks ; upon this the fultan, fuppofing tjie enemy had

penetrated his camp and were beginning a flaughter of his family,

made his way out of his tents, and fled with a few attendants to the

diftance of fix miles. The Dekkanees continued at the limits of the

camp firing rockets, till the Guzarat amras had turned out their

troops, and then retreated; upon which, the latter haftened in a

body to the royal tents, to congratulate the fultan on the repulfe of

the enemy; but not finding him, they thought proper to follow

with the whole army ; and Ahmed Shaw in the morning took up the

ground they had left, with his allies, Adil Khan and Ummad al

Moolk. A peace being concluded with fultan Mhamood fhortly

after, Ahmed Shaw returned towards Dowlutabad, and encamping

on Ballaghaut, relaxed fi-om his cares in a variety of amufements.

While here, fome gardeners brought him feveral balkets ofmangoes,

which they faid had grown from kernels that had fallen on the

ground he was encamped upon, when befieging Dowlutabad feven

years before, which the fultan regarded as a lucky omen, that prefaged

his fpeedy acquifition of the fortrefs. AfhrufF Khan being reduced to

great diftrefs, applied once more for afliftance to fultan Mhamood of

Guzarat, promifing, if he would relieve him from the power of

Ahmed Shaw, to read the khootbah at Dowlutabad in his name, and

pay an annual tribute. The fultan, tempted by thefe ofiers, returned

with a great army to the bank of the Tapti j upon which Ahmed
Shaw raifed the fiege, and retired to his capital. AihrufF, agreeable

to promife, read the khootbah in the name of fultan Mhamood, and

going to his camp, made him valuable prefents, which he agreed to

renew every year as his vafTal. The fultan, after collecting the arrears

of
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of tribute from Adil Khan of Boorahanpore, returned to Guzarat

;

which was no fooner made known to Ahmed Shaw, than he again

marched towards Dowlutabad, the garrifon of which, difgufted at

their chief for reading the khootbah in the name of Mhamood, fent

him alTurances that they were his fervants, and would, if he arrived

expeditioufly, give him a convincing proof of their attachment.

Ahmed Shaw, who received thefe letters on the banks of the Gung,
fet out inftantly, with three thoufand chofen men, and reaching

Dowlutabad the fame night furrounded the place. Mallek Afliruff

difcovering the defe<flion of his followers, who were moilly Mha-
rattas, was taken ill with vexation, and died five or fix days after

;

upon which the garrifon immediately delivered up the place to

Ahmed Shaw, fending a deputation to him with the keys. He im-

mediately went to view the fort, and gave orders for neceffary repairs,

fettling in it a garrifon of his own faithful troops ; after which, he

returned triumphant to Ahmednuggur, and built a citadel round the

garden of Nizam, in which he had ered:ed a palace of red and green

flone. He alfo reduced Afliwer and other forts, and made the rajas

of Kalneh and Buggellana become his tributaries.

35$

In the year 913, Daood Shaw Farooki dying, difputes happened ^.D. 1507.

about the fucceflion to the throne of Boorahanpore, and Mallek

Hifham ad Dien Mogul, one of the principal amras of the govern-

ment, requefted affiftance of Ahmed Shaw to favour the caufe of

Aalum Khan, a defcendant of the ancient pofTeflbrs of Afere. Sultan

Mhamood at the fame time refolving to place on the throne Adil

Khan, the fon of HouiTun Khan Farooki, his fifter's fon, marched

towards Khandefhe with a confiderable army ; upon which, Mallek

Hifham ad Dien calling for the aid of Ahmed Shaw and Ummad al

Moolk of Berar, they marched to Boorahanpore j but the former,

finding difputes grow high, returned fhortly to Dowlutabad, where

Aalum Khan came to feek his protedlion. Upon the return of fultan

Mhamood to Guzarat, Ahmed Shaw advanced with an army to his

X X 2 frontiers.
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frontiers, and fent an ambafTador, with a letter to the fultan, defiring

that as Aalum Khan had taken proteftion with him, he would give

him part of the territory of Afere and Boorahanpore : but Mhamood
behaved roughly to the ambaffadors, exclaiming. What right had

the fon of a Have to the fultan s of Bhamenee to write to him, and

extend his feet beyond his covering ! that ifhe did not fhortly change

his behaviour, and repent, he fhould meet punifhment ! Ahmed
Shaw, thinking it rafh to proceed to extremities, upon this returned

with Aalum Khan to Ahmednuggur, without delay, by continued

marches.

A. D. 1508. In the year 914, Nuffeer al Moolk dying, his office was conferred

on Mukkummul Khan Dekkanee ; and two or three months after,

Ahmed Shaw was taken dangeroufly ill. He appointed his fon

Boorahan, an infant of only {even years, his fuccefforj and conjur-

ing all the nobility to obey him faithfully, took their oaths of
allegiance, and fliortly after paid the debt of nature*

Though the virtues of this prince exceeded all that can be com-
prized in the bounds of defcription, yet, in compliance with the

cuftom of hiilorians, the author attempts to relate a few. Among
his great qualities, were continence and modefty. When he rode

through the ftreets of the city, he never looked afide to the right or

left, left his eyes might fall upon another's wife. When he was a

young man, and marched to reduce the fortrefs ofKaweel, there was

taken among the captives a young lady of exquifite beauty, who was

prefented as an acceptable gift to the fultan by his firft minifter.

Ahmed Shaw was charmed with her perfon, but being told by her

that fhe had a huft)and, who, with all her family, was among the

prifoners, he bridled his defire, and reftored her uncontaminated to

her friends, with prefents to a great amount.

It
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It was the cuftom ofAhmed Shaw, if any of his officers in the

day of battle negleifted difplaying a proper ipirit, that, inftead of

reproaching, he rewarded them among the firft who had diftinguifh-

ed themfelves by their gallantry. One of his courtiers once taking

the liberty of enquiring the caufe of this unufual condu<3:, he replied,

that he fhould have an explanation of it another time. Nor was it

long before an officer, who had been backward in his duty and had

been noticed by the fultan, diftinguifhed himfelf very particidarly i and

the fultan having honoured him with marks of approbation, faid to

his courtier. Princes are mailers of the hunt, and Ihould thus prepare

young warriors for the game of war.

The cuftom of yulleek, or fingle combat, in Dekkan, is alfo a

memorial of this prince, who was well fkilled in the fword, and

delighted much in the fcience. Accordingly, as is ever the cuftom,

the people being eager to copy the prince, both high and low devoted

themfelves to it -, and inftead of colleges, cuftomary in the cities of

Iflaam, fchools for fword-playing were eftabMied in all quarters of

Ahmednuggur> and nothing was talked of but defence in every

aflembly. As is the effed of the ftrife-breeding climate of Dekkan,

every perfon opened his mouth in vaunting over his fellow, and many
contentions occurred between rafli young men, who brought them
for decifion before the fultan. He gave orders for them to fight with

fabres in his own prefence, deciding in favour of him who firft

wounded his adverfary. In confequence of this encouragement, a

crowd of young men every day attended in the hall of audience, to

contend before the king ; and, by degrees, this extravagance rofe to

fuch a height, that every day two or three of the combatants were
killed. At length, the fultan taking a difguft at fuch tragedies,

commanded that no trials of ikill ftiould be made in his prefence ; but

on the plain before the fort claimants might decide their pretenfions,

and that their friends ftiould not interfere. He alfo commanded,

that if either of the duellifts was flain in conflid, retaliation, or

puniftiment

357
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punifhment for his death, fliould not be demanded. This evil cufloni

proving agreeable to the mulTulmauns of Dekkan, fpread from Ah-
mednuggur into every city ; and its abomination was fo far forgotten,

that to this day even the learned and venerable fages, and the princes

and the nobles of the land, pradtife duelling, and efteem it a great

accompliihment ; fo that if their children do not court it, they do not

number them among the valiant, but reprove them. The writer of

thefe fheets, Mahummud Cafim Ferifhta, faw the following occur-

rence in the ftreets of Beejapore. Syed Mortiza and Syed HoufTun,

two white-bearded brothers, who were in great efteem with Ibrahim

Adil Shaw, and regarded by all as refpe(flable in Dekkan, had a dif-

pute about a very trifling matter with three Dekkanees, alfo brothers,

white-haired, and known to the king. Firft, the fon of Syed Mor-

tiza, a youth of twenty, engaged a Dekkanee, and was killed ; upon

which his father fingled out another, and, like the fon, refigned

himfelf to death. Syed Houffun next fought the third Dekkanee,

and fcattered the duft of annihilation upon his own countenance.

The three bodies were not yet removed from the ftreet, when the

Dekkanees, who had received mortal wounds from the llaughtered,

gave up their lives to the Keeper of fouls : and thus, in an inftant,

without any former enmity to each other, fix refpedtable perfons

were deftroyed. The muiTulmauns of Dekkan are certainly un-

equalled in the management of the fabre, and in fingle combat, and

no one can face them, who has not learned the fcience ; but as moft

of them pradtife on foot, and are ignorant of horfemanfhip and

throwing the lance, before an army, efpecially of Dekkanee cavalry,

they are much inferior ; but for private quarrels and ftreet conten-

tions, they are as tearing lions.

Since the dynafty of Bhamenee, no princes of Dekkan have tried

to difcourage or abolifti this abominable cuftom, but have rather

endeavoured to promote it, except Ibrahim Adil Shaw 2d of Beejapore,

m
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in whofe reign it has been much difufed ; and there is hope, that

this deteftable pradlice, which never exifted in any other country,

will, by the happy aufpices of wife and juft princes, be altogether

done away; and this country, refembling paradife, be purified

from fuch abomination.

359
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SULTAN

BOORAHAN NIZAM SHAW.

BOORAHAN Nizam Shaw afcended the throne of his father, at

Ahmednuggur, in the feventh year of his age. Mukkummiil Khan
Dekkanee, who was an able ftatefinan and general, as in the life-

time of Ahmed Shaw, was honoured with the offices of » pefhwa
and ''meer jumla, and his fon Jummaul ad Dien became diftinguifh-

ed by the title of Yezzeez al Moolk and poft of *= fer nobut. The
father and fon, having thus brought the royal houfehold under their

controul, obtained full power over all the affairs of government.

Near three years paiTed in this manner, when the pride and want of

moderation of Yezzeez al Moolk exceeded all bounds, and the other

minifteirs and nobles, as Roomi Khan, Kerrum Khan, and Meer
Khan, became jealous, and weary of his authority. But as much as

they ftrove to remove him, they could not accomplifh their wiihes.

At length, they gained over to their views one of the women of the

haram, named Bibi Aieflia, who was nurfe to the mother of Boora-

han Shaw, and enjoyed much of her confidence. It was agreed that

fhe fhould contrive to deliver over to them Raja Jeou, the infant bro-

ther of the king, whom they would place on the throne, and thus,

by depofing Boorahan Shaw, free themfelves from the tyranny of

Yezzeez al Moolk and Mukkummul Khan. Bibi Aieiha accordingly.

one

* Prime minifter.

•* Commander in chief.

' General of the body guards.
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one day, having dreffed the young prince, who was only four years

old, in girl's clothes, and put him in her own litter, took him from

the palace towards the city. She was fcarce gone, when the mother

called for her fon, and, upon his not being found, a great tumult

arofe among the attendants within and without the palace. Some,

guefling that he might have fallen into a canal or fountain, went to

fearch ; while others purfued Bibi Aieflia, towards the city, and over-

taking her before flie reached the houfe of Roomi Khan, brought her

back with the child. As Bibi Aiefha was regarded as a grandmother

to the princes, and novi^ and then took them to her own houfe,

where flie kept them for two or three days at a time, flic now pre-

tended that flie was carrying the young prince only on a vifit ; but in

a few days the fecret was difclpfed, that flie had done it in concert

with the amras. Upon this, the minifters took greater caution than

ever for the fafety of the princes. They ufed fo much attention in

the education and infl:rud:ion of Boorahan Shaw, that in his tenth

year he read verfe and wrote with elegance 3 and the writer of this

hiftory has feen a treatife on the duties of kings, written by him, in

the library of the Ahmednuggur fovereigns.

As the enmity between the miniflers and the abovementioned

three amras now exceeded all bounds, the latter fuddenly fled from

Ahmednuggur, with near eight thoufand followers ; and, taking the

road of Berar, excited Shekh Alia ad Dien Ummad al Moolk to in-

vade the dominions of Boorahan Shaw, by reprefenting the conqueft

as eafy. The Berar chief, deceived, and tempted by their declara-

tions, colleded his forces, and, marching from Elichpore, moved to

the frontiers of Nizam Shaw, and pofleflcd himfelf of fome towns and

difl:ridts. Mukkummul Khan, upon intelligence of this invafion, bent

his whole attention to expel it, and marched with Boorahan Shaw,

attended by Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, in great force againft the

enemy. An engagement enfued near the town of Ranooree, in the

year 916, in which the invaders received a total defeat ; and Ummad A.D. 15 10.

Yy
I
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a1 Moolk flying from the field, did not draw in his reins, till he

reached his capital of EHchpore . His baggage, horfes, and elephants,

fell into the hands of the Nizam Shaweeans, who laid wafte great

part of Berar. In this battle, Boorahan Shaw, on account of his

tender years, was carried on horfeback before Ardoo Khan, a con-

fidential Turkiih flave. Ummad al Moolk, upon Mukkummul

Khan's following him into Berar, feeing his fafety in flight, went to

Boorahanpore, the chief of which fent learned and refpedable per-

fonages to the camp of Boorahan Shaw, who reprefented, from the

authority of the koraun and the traditions of the prophet, the difgrace

of the faithful making war on each other. A peace was concluded,

and both parties retired into their own country.

It is faid, that the ancellors of the Nizam Shawee kings were

natives of Paterree ; but for fome caufe, one of them, quitting his

birth place, removed to Beejanuggur, where he fettled. When th€

family arrived at royalty, all the relations came to Ahmednuggur,

and expreffed a defire to recover their ancient home of Paterree

;

upon which Mukkummul Khan fent a meflage to Ummad al Moolk,

as from Boorahan Shaw, requefting that he would, from regard, give

up this trad with which he was fo conneded, and receive in lieu of

it a pergunnah yielding a richer revenue. Ummad al Moolk would

not confent to the exchange; and fbrefeeing that a quarrel muft

enfue on this point, began to build a fort for the protedion of the

pergunnah. Mukkummul Khan requefted him to defift, but in vain,

and the work was completed. Mukkummul Khan, pretending to go
^ Dowlutabad, marched fuddenly againil this place, and carried it

by ftorm ; after which he left it in charge of Mean Gori, who had
fhewn great fpirit in the attack, and conferred upon him the title of
Kamil Khan.

Boorahan Nizam Shaw upon his approach to manhood, became
enamoured of a dancing girl, named Ameena, whom he married,

and

i
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and placed at the head of his haram. From her example he learned

to drink wine; upon knowing which, Mukkummul Khan, who
was a wife and virtuous perfon, bowing his head to the ground

before the throne, and laying down the feals of his office, faid to the

fultan, " While you were a child, I, the humbleft flave of the

** throne, to the utmoft of my ability, carried on the affairs com-
" mittted to my charge, under the royal aufpices j but now, that

** your majefty is able perfonally to conduft the affairs of the ftate,

" you will excufe your ancient flave from bufinefs." Boorahan

Shaw complied with his requeft, and exalted his fons among the

chief amras, but conferred the office of pefhwa on fhekh Jaffier

Dekkanee. Mukkummul Khan lived retired in his own houfe ; only

now and then, at the earnefl requefls of his relations, going to court

on -days of feflivals, but would not engage in any publick bufinefs

;

till at length he became united to the mercy of the Deity.

In the year 930, Boorahan Nizam Shaw and Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, A.D. 1523.

by the endeavours of Shaw Tahir, had a meeting in the fort of

Sholapore; and Bibi Mariem, fifler to the latter, was given in mar-

riage to the former, and the nuptials celebrated with great pomp. As

AfTud Khan Balgoanee had promifed to give Sholapore as a marriage

portion, Boorahan Nizam Shaw demanded it j but Ifmaeel Adil

Shaw denied having knowledge of the promife, and faid, if it had

been made unknown to him, it was not binding upon him. Boora-

han Nizam Shaw, by advice of Shaw Tahir, did not infifl on the

performance, but returned to Ahmednuggur. Ameena behaving

very improperly to Bibi Mariem, fhe, after fbme time, complained to

her brother Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, who obferved to the ambaffadors of

his brother in law, then at Beejapore, that placing a dancing girl over

the head of the daughter ofa king, was departing from true dignity

:

which fpeech being told to Boorahan Shaw, became the caufe of a

long difpute. Boorahan Shaw inflantly difpatched embaffies to Ameer

Bereed and Ummad al Moolk, courting both princes to his alliance.

In
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A.D. 1524. In the year 931, in conjund:ion with them, he moved at the head of

thirty thoufand horfe and a conliderable artillery, with intentions to

befiege Sholapore. *

Ifinaeel Adil Shaw advanced to meet the enemy with nine thou-

fand archers, and an engagement took place on the borders, fo

bloody, that nature feels horror at the remembrance. Ummad al

Moolk was broken by the attack of AlTud Khan Balgoanee, and fled

precipitately to Kaweel without halting j and Boorahan Nizam Shaw

being overcome with heat and thirft, in the height of conflict, faint-

ed away, and was borne off haftily in a pallanquin by his Turkifh

flaves to Ahmednuggur, which he reached with great difficulty.

A.D. 1526. In the year 933, Ummad Shaw, at the inftigation of Ifm^eel

Adil Shaw, in conjunction with Sultan Koolli Koottub Shaw, led an

army againft the fort of Paterree, which he recovered from Boora-

han Nizam Shaw ; who, however, fhortly after retook it, razed the

fortifications, and gave the diftridt dependant upon it to his relations

the bramins ; in whofe hands it continued for generations, till the

reign of the emperor Akber. From thence, Boorahan Shaw, having

marched to Mahore, took that fort, and then moved towards Elich-

pore. Ummad al Moolk, unable to withftand him, fled as formerly

to Boorahanpore. Mahummud Shaw Farooki, chief of that country,

aflifl:ing him with troops in perfon, they moved againft Boorahan

Shaw, who defeated them ; taking from them near three hundred

elephants, their tents, infignia of royalty, and much baggage. Many
places in Berar fell into his hands. Ummad al Moolk and Mahum-
mud Shaw feeing aflairs in this fltuation, fent ambafladors with

valuable prefents to fultan Bahadur Shaw of Guzarat, to requefl: his

afllflance. Sultan Bahadur regarding their requefl as fortunate to his

A.D, 1528. arms, in the year 935 entered Dekkan with a great army, by the

route of Nudderbar and Sultanpore.

Boorahan
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Boorahan Nizam Shaw being much alarmed, fent letters to Shaw
Baber of Dhely, congratulating him on his acceffion, profefling

allegiance, and begging his proteftion. He at the fame time requeft-

ed affiftance from Ifmaeel Adil Shaw and fultan Koolli Koottub Shaw.
The former fent Ameer Bereed with fix thoufand foreign horfe to

join him ; but the latter excufed himfelf, under pretence of being

engaged in war in another quarter.

Bahadur Shaw having entered Berar with a view to retake Ma-
hore and Paterree, and liking the country, remained fbme time in it i

upon which Ummad al Moolk, dreading the wafte of his dominions,

reprefented, that if he would move into Boorahan Shaw's country,

and procure fome parts of it for him, he would remove his family

from Kaweel, and, refigning that place up to him, attend conftantly

on his ftirrup. Sultan Bahadur, complying with his requeft, moved

towards the army of Boorahan Shaw, which was encamped in the

hilly country. Ameer Bereed, with the auxiliaries of Adil Shaw and

about three thoufand horfe of his own, attacked part of the Guzarat

army fuddenly, on its march between the towns of Beer and Puttun,

killed near three thoufand men, took much baggage, with feventy

mules laden with treafure. Sultan Bahadur, enraged, detached

Khodawund Khan, his vizier, with eight thoufand horfe, to revenge

the affront, and Ameer Bereed defeated them by an ambufh. The

fultan then fent twenty thoufand horfe to reinforce Khodawund

Khan, under the command of Ummad al Moolk. Boorahan Shaw

with his allies, finding it impofTible to oppofe fo great a force, fled

to Porundeh, and from thence, being purfued by the enemy, towards

Joneer. Sultan Bahadur now proceeded to Ahmednuggur, where he

took up his refidence in the palace, and his amras chofe their quarters

in the houfes of the citizens. The fultan commanded a great terrace

to be formed of lime and ftone, that had been colleded for build-

ings, which was raifed in one night, and called the black terrace, the

flone being of that colour. Upon this, the fultan fat for forty days

fucceflively.

365
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fucceffively, to receive the compliments of the people, and amufe

himfelf with fights of elephants and other animals. BoorahanShaw

and his allies laid wafte the country round, and prevented fupplies

from coming to his army j fo that famine prevailed. About this

time, he dreamed one night, that a number of frightful daemons and

evil fpirits furrounded his bed, fome with brands of fire, and others

with great ftones in their hands, which they threatened to caft upon

him. He was affrighted from fleep, and immediately fummoned a

confuitation of his nobles, who informed him, that in that fpot

Ahmed Nizam Shaw had fought a battle, in which great numbers of

infidels and muffulmauns were flain when intoxicated, and that their

fpirits, unable to afcend the upper regions of the air, now hovered

about this fpot. Sultan Bahadur was alarmed at this account, flept in

his tents the next night, and a few days afterwards moved from the

city towards Dowlutabad; and leaving Ummad al Moolk with the

Guzarat amras to befiege that fortrefs, encamped with Mahummud
Shaw Farooki, on the mountains of Ballaghaut.

Boorahan Nizam Shaw now wrote to Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, that

though he had fent him aid, as became a brother, unlefs he came
to his affiflance in perfon, he fhould never be relieved from the prefent

troubles. In anfwer to this, Ifrnaeel Adil Shaw replied, that the

infidels of Beejanuggur were encamped near Roijore, and, ifhe left

his country, would inflantly invade it ; but that he had fent him five

hundred chofen horfe in additional aid, under the command ofHyder
al* Moolk Calbeenie, and hoped that he would fhortly be gladdened

by vidory. Boorahan Shaw, difappointed, was at a lofs how to ad.
As the people and army were difpleafed at the adminiflration of
Shekh Jaffier, he removed him from the office of pefhwa, which he
beftowed on Kanwerfein, a bramin, who was endowed with wifdom,
penetration, and integrity. By his advice he moved, with all the
troops he could colledl, from Joneer to his capital ofAhmednuggur.
Soon after this, he marched with great caution, and fixed his camp

in
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in the hills, within eight miles of the Guzarat army, which he
harafled by fkirmifhes for near three months. At length, finding
that this had no efFed upon the fortitude of the Guzaratees, he, by
the advice of Kanwerfein, privately afked peace ofMahummud Shaw
and Ummad al Moolk, promifing to return the forts and elephants
he had taken from them; upon which they reprefented to Khoda-
wund Khan, that they had called in fultan Bahadur only to recover
Paterree and Mahore, for which they had engaged to read the
khootbahofBerar and Ahmednuggur in his name, and make him
annual prefents, but that the fultan had extended his views to the'
poffeffion of their country. The vizier in reply told them, that this

was their own fault, for if the kings of Dekkan would agree with
each other, all would be well. They underilood his meaning, and
departed. CJmmad al Moolk fuffered large fupplies of provifion to

be conveyed to Dowlutabad through his lines, and at the commence-
ment of the rains retired fuddenly towards Elichpore.

Sultan Bahadur and Meeran Mahummud Shaw now confiilted

whether to flay, or retreat ; and all the minifters obferved, that when
the rivers fhould be full from the rainy feafon, it would be impoflible

to obtain fupplies from Guzarat or Khandefhe, and it was poffible

the princes of Dekkan might unite j therefore it would be prudent to

leave their feveral countries in the poffeffion of Ummad al Moolk
and Nizam Shaw, and be content with their acknowledgments of

homage. Sultan Bahadur confenting to this, Boorahan Nizam Shaw
and Ummad al Moolk fent their ambaffadors with prefents, and read

the khootbah in the name of Bahadur Shaw,- who afterwards re-

turned to Guzarat. Boorahan Nizam Shaw on his arrival at Ahmed-
nuggur received a demand from Meeran Mahummud Shaw for the

elephants he had promifed him, and the forts for Ummad al Moolk.

With the firft he complied in part, but refufed the latter ; and as

Mahummud Shaw obtained his own wilhes, he did not urge more

on -

3^7
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on the fubjedl, but kept up a friendly eonnedion with Boorahaa

Nizam Shaw.

Boorahan Shaw the following year fent Shaw Tahir with prefents

of rich goods, elephants, and horfes, to fultan Bahadur of Guzarat,

who delayed giving him an audience, and wrote to Meeran Mahum-
mud Shaw, that he had heard, Umrhad al Moolk had only once

read his name in the khootbah. Meeran IMahummud Shaw in

anfwer, afTured him, that Boorahan Shaw was his loyal vaflal, and

that if he had only read it once, it was to fave appearances with the

other fultans of Dekkan; therefore he fliould forgive him, and

receive his embafly. Sultan Bahadur accordingly received Shaw
Tahir, but did not for ibme time fhew him much encouragement

;

till at length his great qualities and learning fo won upon him, that

he altered his behaviour, and at the end of three months difmiiled

him with honours and prefents.

A.D. 1S30 In the year 937, when fultan Bahadur had fubdued Malwa,
Boorahan Nizam Shaw, being alarmed, fent Shaw Tahir with Nerfoo

Pundit to congratulate him upon his conquefts. They were intro-

duced to the fultan at Boorahanpore, by Meeran Mahummud Shaw

;

who obferved, that as the empire of the chief provinces of Hindoo-
flan had now devolved on the family of Timur, the ftar of whofe
profperity was daily afcending, it was political to make a friend of
Boorahan Nizam Shaw. Sultan Bahadur, who was a prince of
much ambition, and fought an equality with the fovereigns of Dhely,
Mened to the advice of Mahunmiud Shaw, and conferred many
favours on Shaw Tahir ; who was difmiffed with expedition to Ah-
mednuggur, in order to prevail on Boorahan Nizam Shaw to come to

an interview with the fultan. Shaw Tahir on his arrival, at firft

difluaded the fultan from the meeting i but, being overcome by the
arguments of Kanwerfein, confented. Boorahan Shaw having left

his fon Shaw Houfiein as his heir, and the diredion of all affairs under

the
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the care of Kanwerfein, moved towards Boorahanpore, with a force

fomewhat lefs than feven thoufand horfe, and difpatched Khajeh

Ibrahim and Sabaj^e as ambafladors before him, to fettle the mode of

interview, and the proper offerings. Upon Boorahan Shaw's arrival

on the bank of the river Chattukdeo, near Boorahanpore, he was

met by Meeran Mahummud Shaw, who informed him, that fultan

Bahadur would receive him on bis throne, on each fide of which
holy men were permitted to fit; but all perfons elfe, of whatever

rank, flood with their arms croffed before them in the fi-ont of the

throne. Boorahan Shaw, underftanding his reafons for this remark,

faid nothing in reply; but, when Mahummud Shaw took leave,

called his confidants to him privately, and declared, that he would

never fubmit to the indignity of ftanding before the throne of Baha-

dur Shaw, after having drawn his head firtm the yoke of the houfe of

Bhamenee ; that he would rather decline the meeting, and truft his

fafety to the goodnefs of the Almighty. Shaw Tahir replied, that

God was merciful, and would, he hoped, grant every thing agreeable

to his defire j but that he muft not be hafty, nor repeat fuch declara-

tions, fince policy demanded that he fhould for one day agree to a

humiliation, that he might pafs the remainder of his Ufe in power

and dignity. Boorahan Shaw, who was a perfon of judgment,

ceafed from violence, and agreed to the reafoning of Shaw Tahir;

who now obferved, that he had in his mind a remedy againft indig-

nity. He faid he had in his pofieffion a koraun in the handwriting of

the holy Ali, which Bahadur Shaw was very defirous of feeing ; that

he would carry it with htm, fo that Bahadur Shaw might from necef-

fity defcend from his throne, and meet him. Boorahan Shaw was

pleafed with this, and the next morning fet out to the place appoint-

ed for the interview, in company with Shaw Tahir and Meeran

Mahummud Shaw. When they arrived near the royal tents, Shaw

Tahir placed the koraun upon his head, and Bahadur Shaw feeing

him at a diftance, alked his vizier, Khodawund Khan, what he was

carrying. Upon being anfwered, a koraun in the hand of Ali ; hos^

Z z inilantly
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inftantly defcended from his throne out of refped:, and having received

it, kiiTed it three times, and rubbed it on his forehead ; then received

the compliments of Boorahan Shaw, and afked him, in the Guzarat

language, after his health ; to which -Boorahan Shaw replied in Perfic,

that by the aufpices of the fultan he was happy. Sultan Bahadur
then reafcended his throne, and Boorahan Shaw and Meeran Ma-
hummud Shaw ftood before it. Sultan Bahadur feeing Shaw Tahir

Handing, defired him to fit, which he declined j but being repeatedly

preiled, he reprefented that he was ready to obey, but it did not be-

come him to fit, while his mafter ftood. The fultan then defired

Boorahan Shaw to fit. Sultan Bahadur entered into converfation

with Boorahan Nizam Shaw, in the Perfian language, enquiring

how he had pafi^ed the days of difi:refsful viciflitude. Boorahan Shaw
replied, that afflidlions, which lead to profperity, and abfence

bounded by enjoyment, make the approach to be forgotten in the

conclufion ; that the prefent moment was a fufficient recompenfe for

what evils had happened to him for a feries of years. When fultan

Bahadur heard this anfwer, he turned to Meeran Mahummud Shaw,

and faid, '* Heard you the anfwer of Boorahan al Moolk ?" Here-
plied, that he did not. Upon which fultan Bahadur repeated his

queftion, and received the fame reply. He then praifed him in a

voice loud enough to be heard by all prefent. Shaw Tahir then

arofe, and faid, Thefe are the marks of the royal bounty, which I

hope will daily encreafe towards us. Sultan Bahadur, taking a fvvord

and dagger fet with jewels from his own w^aift, girded them on

Nizam Shaw j and as he had not till that time ftiled him Shaw, faid.

May the title of Shaw prove aufpicious to you-! At the fame time he

prefented him with the umbrella of royalty taken from the fultan of

Malwa, and commanded Khodawund Khan, his vizier, and Meeran

Mahummud Shaw to condudl him to the tents pitched for his recep-

tion, which had belonged to the fame prince, fultan Mhamood

Khiljee of Malwa. The following day, fultan Bahadur made a

grand entertainment, and feated Boorahan Nizam Shaw and Meeran

Mahummud



FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

Mahutnmud Shaw on chairs of gold before his throne. At the

breaking up of the aflembly, he prefented Boorahah Nizam Shaw
with five horfes, two elephants, and twelve fighting deer. The
two kings then played together at the * chowgaan. Nizam Shaw
prefented fultan Bahadur his offerings, all of which he approved, but

taking only a koraun, and a fcymetar, on which was engraved the

name of one of the Abaffide caliphs, with four elephants, and two

Arab horfes, faid to Nizam Shaw, ** I give you back the remainder
** of your prefents, with all the countries of Dekkan;" at the fame

time difmiffing him, with permiflion to return to Ahmednuggur.

Accordingly he took his departure -, and going by the way of Dowlu-

tabad and Ballaghaut, paid his devotions at the tombs of holy men at

thofe places : after which he encamped for Ibme time at the refer-

voir of Kuttulloo, where he was met by his fon Houflcin Shaw,

Kanwerfein, and his other minifters, alfo the ambafladors of Adil

Shaw and Koottub Shaw, who came to congratulate him.

The dilagreements between the fultan of Guzarat and Boorahan

Shaw being now done away, the latter was at leifure to attend to the

regulation of his dominions j and accordingly, by the wife policy of

his minifter Kanwerfein, he took thirty forts from the rajas of the

Mharattas, who had not paid obedience fince the death of Ahmed
Nizam Shaw, and entertained thofe chiefs in his fervice, leaving

them lands for their fupport. He honoured Khajeh Ibrahim with

the title of Lutteef Khan, and Sabajee with that of Pertab Roy,

admitting them among his^ confidential fervants. The gardens of

Nizam, which had been injured by the Guzaratees, he repaired and

improved.
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-In the year 938, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw having meditated the con- a. D. 1531.

queft of the forts of Kallean and Candahar, Ameer Bereed fought the

; V - . - Z z 2 " protedion

» A game fomewhat fimilar to that in Scotland called gofF, only it is exercifed on

horfeback.



Ulii

372

A. D. 1532.

FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

protection of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, who wrote a haughty letter to

Adil Shaw, commanding him to defift, which was anfwered by

defiance. This brought on difputes about their borders. Ifmaeel

Adil Shaw, in his anfwer to Nizam. Shaw, afked if he had forgotten

the former defolation of Ahmednuggur ; remarking, if he prided

himfelf on the tattered iniignia of the Malwa princes, the boaft was

ridiculous ; nor had he fuperiority in the title of fultan, beilowed

upon him only by the chief of Guzarat ; whereas his royalty was

given him by the kings of Perfia, defcendants of the prophet j that

ifhe repented of fuch follies, it would be fortunate, but if not, he

fhould quit the gardens of Nizam, where he would meet him and

try the force of arms to humble his vanity.

Boorahan Nizam Shaw, though afliamed of his vaunting, yet

marched immediately to Ameerapore, where he remained fome days

to colled: his forces, and then moved towards the borders of Adil

Shaw, who gave him a total defeat, and obliged him to retreat to

Ahmednuggur, with the lofs of all his baggage and near four thou-

fand men j which dilgrace fuUy leflened his pride and vain glory.

In the year 939, by the mediation of ambafladors, a meeting

was eiFeded between Boorahan Nizam Shaw and limaeel Adil Shaw j

when it was agreed, that the former fhould undertake the conqueft

of Berar, and the latter of Tehngana i and that they fhould divide

Dekkan in a brotherly manner between them : but this plan was

defb-oyed by the premature death of Ifinaeel Adil Shaw, and the

difputes which took place between his fucceffor and Nizam Shaw.

#;

A. D, 1537. In the year 944, at the infligation of Shaw Tahir, Boorahan

Nizam Shaw rejected the names of the Sahabeh from the khootbah

for thofe of the Imaums ; and as the colour of their flandards was

green, and tradition relates, that at the refurredlion thofe of the

prophet will alfo be of that colour, he changed his umbrella and

flandards
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flandards to it. He alfo (God forgive him) fettled penfions on per-

fons to curfe and revile the three companions and their followers in

the mofques and ftreets; thus accomplifhing a wifh which EufufF

Adil Shaw, through fear of his principal amras of the foonni fed:,

was obliged to carry with him to the grave, unefFedled* Boorahaii

Shaw however ran fome hazard from his religious zeal. He was

befieged in his palace by a number of malecontents, headed by

Moolla Peer Mahummud, a furious foonni, whom he took prifoner

and confined ; upon which the tumult fubfided. The kings of

Guzarat, Beejapore, and Khandefhe, enraged at the infult offered

to the foonnites, entered into alliance vnth. each other, and agreed

to divide the dominions of Boorahan Nizam Shaw between them -,

upon which he Cent an embaily to the emperor Humaioon, offering

his fervices to aflift in an invafion of Guzarat; but the rebellion of

Shcre SIkiw felling out, prevented its fucoefs. Boorahan Shaw found

means to Satisfy the fultans of Guzarat and Khandefhe j and enter-

taining in his fervice all the foreigners diihanded by Ibrahim Adil

Shaw, marched to invade Beejapore. Being iiiccefsful, he brou^t

triumphantly to Ahmednuggur an hundred elephants and fome pieces

of cannon.
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In the y^r 949, Boorahan Shaw again invaded Beejapore j but, A. D. 1542.

though fuccefsfiil in die beginning, was at lafl forced to retreat to the

fortrcfs of Dowlutabad, leaving his capital a prey to the Beejapore

troops. He made his peace by giving up many places. The ac-

count of this expedition has been related in the hiflory of the reign

of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, as well as of feveral others, which compofe

the whole tranfadions of the reign of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, and

would be tirefome in the repetition. He died in the year 961, and a.D. 1553.

was buried in theiame tomb with his father.

SULTAN,
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SULTAN

HOUSSEIN NIZAM SHAW.

JrloUSSEIN Nizam Shaw fucceeded his father in the thirtieth year

of his age. His brother Abdul Kader and the other princes efcaped

from the palace the day of his acceflion, and two parties were form-

ed in the ftate ; the foreigners and Ethiopians embracing the caufe of

HoulTein, and the Dekkanees, both mufTulmauns and Hindoos, that

of Abdul Kader i who, however, was at length deferted, and fled

into Berar for proteftion to Ummad al Moolk; his brothers, Shaw
Ali and Meeran Mahummud Bahir, fought an aiylum at Beejapore.

Khajeh Jehaun, governor of Porundeh, refufed to come to court, and

claimed the throne for his fon in law, Hyder Shaw, alfo fon to the

late king. Houffein Shaw marched againft him, and Khan Jehaun

fled with the prince to Beejapore. The fultan reduced the fort, and

returned to Ahmednuggur. The king of Beejapore' embraced the

caufe of Shaw Hyder. Houfl!ein entered into an alliance with Um-
mad al Moolk, who furnifhed him with feven thoufand horfe. He
marched to relieve Sholapore, then befieged by Adil Shaw. An
account of this expedition has been given in the hiftory of that prince.

Syef Ein al Moolk, who had left his fervice, and gone over to Beeja-

pore, being driven from that kingdom, aflced leave to return to Ah-
mednuggur. Houflein Nizam Shaw afliired him of a favourable

reception, but upon his arrival cut him off^ by treachery. His women
and effefts were faved by the gallantry of his chief dependant, Kub-
bool Khan, who condu<5ted them in fafety to Golconda, where he

was
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was received into the fervice of Ibrahim Koottub Shaw. The grave

of Syef Ein al Moolk is frequented by foldiers, who eat the- turf near

it, as a flimulus to, valour. He was celebrated for the goodnefs of

his troops, and living with them in a brotherly manner. Ibrahim

Adil Shaw dying, Houflein Shaw invaded Beejapore in conjundlion

with Koottub Shaw, who after fome time deferted him, and he was

obliged to return to Ahmednuggur. Ali Adil Shaw formed an

alliance againft him with Ramraaje and Koottub Shaw, in revenge

for the invafion ; upon which he flrengthened himfelf by treaty with

Ummad al Moolk, and they met in the year 966. The daughter of A. D. 1558.

the latter was married to the former. The fame year Houflein

Nizam Shaw detached Mahummud Aftad Neefhaporee and Cheleh

Roomi againft Reegdonda, a fort built by the Portuguefe, on the

coaft of Malabar. They begged peace., and entered -into a treaty

not to moleft the fubjedls of Nizam Shaw; who, upon this, ordered

his army to retreat. In 967, Nizam Shaw fubdued feveral forts A. D. 1559.

belonging to Annee Roy. The allies invaded his territories. He
was offered peace on condition of furrendering the fort of Kallean, .

but refufed, and fled from Ahmednuggur, which was befieged by
.

the allies. The city held out, owing to the treachery of Koottub

Shaw, who privately conveyed provifions to the garrifon, and at

length deferted his allies. Houfl!ein Nizam Shaw, aflifted by the

troops of Ummad al Moolk, cut ofl?"fupplies from the enemy's camp,

in which fcarcity of provifions prevailed. They raifed the fiege on

this account, and encamped at Aflitee.

Houfl!ein Nizam Shaw, by the advice of Caflm Beg, fent Moolla

Einaiut Oolla to aflc peace of Ramraaje j who oflfered to grant it on

three conditions : firft, that he fliould cede the fortrefs of Kallean to

Ali Adil Shaw : fecondly, that he fliould put to death Jehaungeer

Khan, who commanded the auxiliary troops from Berar, as he had

done much injury to his army by his attacks : and thirdly, that

Nizam Shaw fliould fubmit to pay him a vifit, and receive from

him
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him a betel of encouragement. The fultan, in order to preferve his

kingdom, accepted the conditions ; and opening the doors of in-

juftice on his friends, fent affaffins to the tents of his gueft and faith-

ful auxiliary, Jehaungeer Khan. After having thus, at the inftiga-

tion of an infidel, murdered one of the faithful, and verified the

remark, that " There is no confidence in princes," the fultan pro-

ceeded to the camp of Ramraaje, who rofe on his entering his tents,

and kiifed his hand. The fultan, from foolifli pride, called for a

bafon and ewer, and wafhed his hands, as if they had been polluted by

the touch of Ramraaje ; who, enraged at the afiront, faid in his

own language, " If he was not my gueft, he fhould repent this

*' infult ;" then calling for water, he alfo wafhed. Houffein Nizam
Shaw, giving the keys of Kallean to Ramraaje, faid, ** I give them
•* a prefent to you :" and Ramraaje immediately fent them to Ali Adil

Shaw. Having received a betel from Ramraaje» he took his leave i

and, without vifiting Ali Adil Shaw, quitted the camp, and returned

to his own capital, which he furrounded with a deep ditch, and

ftrengthened by building the citadel of ftone.

A. D. 1562. In the year 970, the fultan had an interview with Koottub Shaw,

and their alliance was cemented by intermarriages. They befieged

the fort of Kallean, but were obliged to retreat by Ramraaje and Ali

Adil Shaw, who gave them a total defeat, and HouiTein Nizam
Shaw, with difficulty, reached the fort of Oufeh, with the lofs of all

his artillery and baggage. In his flight he carried the umbrella of
royalty over his own head, and, though attended only by a thoufand

horfe, made his way good through fix thousand of the enemy. Being

remarkably ftrid: in his obfervance oftheftated prayers, one after-

noon, when clofely purfued, his friends reprefented the danger of
difmounting to pray, but he regarded them not; and the enemy
were fo ftruck with his gallantry, that they flopped at fome diftance

to admire it. After prayers, on obferving that he had on a girdle

interwoven with gold, he recollected that it .was unlawful to pray in

it.
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it, therefore cafting It off, he repeated his devotions. The enemjr

agreed, that to fucceed againft him was impoffible, and refolved on

giving over their purfuit. The fultan having thrown fupplies into

Ahmednuggur, retired to the fortrefs of Joneer. The alHes now

befieged Ahmednuggur, and the Hindoos of Ramraaje committed

every cruelty on the faithful, polluting the mofques, and difhonour-

ing the women. Ali Adil Shaw, vexed at thefe indignities to re-

ligion, but unable to prevent them, advifed Ramraaje to raife the

fiege and purfue Nizam Shaw ; who, upon this, retired to the hills,

and difpatched a force to lay wafte all the country in the enemy's

front, fo as to diftrefs and retard their march j but this detachment

was defeated, and the general flain. At the approach of the rains,

the allies returned to the fiege of Ahmednuggur. A great rife of

the waters drowning near twelve thoufand horfe, a ^great number of

elephants and footmen, much baggage, and cattle innumerable,

Ramraaje retired to his own country. /

An alliance was now formed between die Aree fultans againft

Ramraaje, whofe defeat and death has already been related in the

hiftory of the Adil Shawee fovereigns. HoufTein Nizam Shaw died,

eleven days after his return from this expedition, of a diforder occa-

fioned by excefs of venery and drinking. He left behind him four

fons and four daughters.
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SULTAN

MORTIZA NIZAM SHAW.

As this prince acceded to the throne in his minority, his mother,

Khoonzeh Sultana, became for fix years chiefmanager of affairs. She

raifed her brothers, Ein al Moolk Taaje Khan and Etibar Khan, to

the firfl rank of nobility. Having appointed Moolla Einaiut Oolla

pefhwa, fhe fat daily in court behind a curtain and tranfadted bufinefs.

Mortiza Nizam Shaw was engaged in amufements becoming his

age, and took no part in the affairs of government.

At this crifis, Ali Adil Shaw led an army againft Anicondeh,

hoping to reduce to his dominions all the territories of Beejanuggur.

Vingtaderee, chief gf Bilcondah, upon this applied to Khoonzeh
Sultana for afliflance, and fhe with her fon led an army -againft

Beejaporej upon which Ali Adil Shaw, giving over his expedition,

returned to the defence of his own country. The two powers con-

cluded peace at the reprefentations of holy men, and the next year

marched againft Tuffal Khan, who had ufurped Berar, which they

plundered, and returned at the beginning of the rains. On the march

Adil Shaw confpired to feize the perfon of Nizam Shaw ; but Khoon-

zeh Sultana difcovering his defign, marched fuddenly to Ahmed-
nuggur, affifted by the fudden fwelling of a river between the camps.

In the year 975, Adil Shaw invaded the country, and taking

feveral places, defeated the Nizam Shawee army, by his general

Kummaul
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Kummaul Kifliwer Khan. Khoonzeh Sultana difgufted all the araras

by her partiality to her brethren, who expended the publick treafures

on their own pleafures, without attending to the wants of the army.

At length, Shaw Jemmal ad Dien Houfiein Anjoo, Cafim Beg, and

others, the fultan's companions, became alarmed at the difordered

ftate of the royal houfehold, and complained to him in private of his

mother's conduA. The fultan obferved, that the whole miniftry

were attached to her, how then could he remove her ufurped autho-

rity. They replied, that with his permiflion they would bring over

the principal amras, and efFedl a cure for the prefent evils. Nizam
Shaw having given his confent, they, with their friends, repaired to

the palace; but as it happened, the queen at this inftant having the

fultan with her, his childifh fears made him fuppofe the fecret

betrayed, and, to fave himfelf, he told his mother that certain chiefs

had confpired to feize her ; upon which flie confined the principal

conlpirator, and the reft efcaped.

379
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In the year 977, the fultana marched with her fon to oppofe the A. D. 1569,

encroachments of Kifhwer Khan, the Beejapore general. Mortiza

Nizam Shaw, now able to judge for himfelf, refolved to be free from

the ufurpation of his mother. Having brought over the principal

amras, he fent to her Hubfheh Khan, to inform her that it was his

pleafure fhe fhould no longer engage in publick affairs, but live

retired, like the other princeffes. Enraged at this, fhe fummoned

her creatures ; and, throwing a veil over her face, came from the

palace on horfeback, armed with a bow, fword, and dagger. She

was, however, feized after a fhort refiftance, and her attendants fled.

The fultan now took affairs under his own management ; and, having

levied forces, marched againft the fortrefs of Darwer, and to expel

the invader Kifhwer Khan.

When the fultan arrived within a fhort diftance of Darwer, a

meffenger from Kifhwer Khan brought him a fealed paper, which,

A a a 2 upon
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upon opening, was found to contain fuch infolent expreffions, as en-

raged him to the higheft pitch. Mounting his horfe, he fwore that

he would not difmount till he fhould enter Darwer. When he

arrived near, he rode towards the gate ; upon which his attendants

reprefented, that fortreiTes were not-to be taken in this manner, and

that expoling his perfon was improper. The fultan replied, that by

the divine bleffing he would force the gate with his fword, and hew
his paflage ; that if vi<5lory was decreed him, no injury could occur;

and that if his death was fixed, it was vain to avoid the danger. The
officers, feeing that the royal determination was unalterable, begged

that he would put on armour, which was allowed by the prophet.

To this he confented, and then proceeded. By this time fhowers of

fhot, arrows, and rockets, poured from the fort walls, and killed

many perfons, elephants, and horfes. The fultan ftill went on, and

cfcapcd unhurt. At length, the fire from the fort fuddenly ceafed.

The fultan was aftonifhed. He fent perfons to enquire the caufe.

They entered unoppofed, and found the fort evacuated. An arrow -

had pierced the heart ofKifhwer Khan, who lay dead on the ground.

They cut off his head, and hung it over the battlements; when the

fultan offered thankfgivings for his vid:ory. The fultan now invaded

Beejapore, in conjundion with Koottub Shaw; againft whom he

fuddenly became incenfed by the artifice of Shaw Abou Houffun.

Koottub Shaw efcaped, but his camp was plundered. Nizam Shaw
concluded a treaty with Ali Adil Shaw, and returned to Ahmednug-
gur. He appointed Jemmal ad Dien Houffein his prime minifter,

and marched againft the fort of Reegdondah, belonging to the Por-

tuguefe ; but was obliged to raife the fiege, after a blockade of fome

months, as the enemy obtained provifions by fea, and from the

treachery of the fultan's own amras, who were bribed by prefents,

particularly of wine. The fultan, upon his return from this expedi-

tion to Ahmednuggur, difplaced feveral of his chief amras, and confer-

red the office ofvaqueelut on Chungeeze Khan, a nobleman of great

abilities, who by his attention reftored the publick affairs. He de-

feated
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feated a propofed alliance between Ali Adil Shaw and Koottub Shaw,
and effedted one between the former and his mafler, who had an in-

terview on their borders. It was agreed between the fultans, that

AH Adil Shaw fhould conquer as much of the Carnatic as would pro-

duce a revenue equal to Berar and Bieder ; which countries Nizam
Shaw (hould be at liberty to wrefl; from the hands of TufFal Khan
and Ali Bereed. Koottub Shaw was excluded from any {hare in

this treaty. In the year 980, Nizam Shaw began his expedition to A.D. 157X.

Berar ; and fucceeded by the gallantry and
. condadt of Chungeeze

Khan, who drove TufFal Khan from Elichpore, forced him to feek

fhelter in the woods, and brought over the inhabitants of the diftri<fts

by his clemency. TufFal Khan fled from place to place, and wood

to wood, for fix months ; at the end of which he was forced into a

defile, which had no other pafFage but what could be blocked up by

the fultan's troops, and would have been taken, had not the fuitan

been flopped by a religious fuperflition for fome time on his march.

A mad devotee, Meer Moufeh Mazinderanee, met the fuitan on his

march, and conjured him for the love he bore the twelve Imaums,

not to move farther till he had given him a large fum ofmoney ; and

the fuitan complied with his requeft, though the minifler entreated

him to defer giving the money to the fanatic till the camp was pitch-

ed. He would not, and the opportunity of overtaking TufFal Khan
was loft by delaying the march. TufFal Khan fled to Khandefhe,

the fuitan of which, at the threats of Nizam Shaw, refufed him

prote<9;ion. He returned into Berar, took refuge in the fort of Per-

halleh, and applied for afliflance to the emperor Akber ; who fent

an ambafFador to Nizam Shaw, commanding him to defifl from his

invafion of Berar ; but no attention was paid to the mefFage. Per-

nalleh was taken, as alfo other fortrefFes, with TufFal Khan and

Direa Ummad al Moolk, who were kept prifoners.

Nizam Shaw next marched againft Bieder, when a pretender

flarted up in Berar, afFifled by troops from Meeran Mahummud Shaw,

and
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and was joined by feven thoufand of the inhabitants. The fultan's

officers entreated him to come in perfon, and quell the rebellion.

He marched with the greatell: expedition, and commanded Chun-
geeze Khan to follow him with the main army. Syed Mortiza,

who had gone on in front with a" detachment of eight thoufand

horfe, came up with the pretended Ummad al Moolk, obliged him
to fly, and his adherents to difperfe. Nizam Shaw entered the pro-

vince of Khandefhe, where he did much damage, even to the

neighbourhood of the capital Boorahanpore.

Chungeeze Khan having heard great praifes of the fortrefs of

Afere, where Mahummud Shaw had retired with his army, went

with two or three thoufand horfe, by the fultan's permiffion, to view

the country. Mahummud Shaw fent fome of his nobility, with feven

or eight thoufand men, in the hope to intercept and cut him offj but

Chungeeze Khan defeated this detachment, and took many chief

men prifoners. Nizam Shaw then moved to the vicinity of Afere,

from whence he fent out parties, who left not a veftige of popu-
lation in the furrounding country. At length, Mahummud Shaw
purchafed the retreat of Nizam Shaw by a prefent of a large fum of

money.

Mirza Ifpahanee, who had come to pay the compliments of con-
gratulation on his vidories to Nizam Shaw from Ibrahim Koottub
Shaw, judging that the attack of Bieder would be renewed, endea-

voured to prevent the expedition. He offered Chungeeze Khan a

great bribe with this view ; but that minifter reflifed it, obferving,

that he had the treafures of Nizam Shaw at his command, and
wanted nothing. He faid, it was his wiih that, Bieder being reduced,
Nizam Shaw, Koottub Shaw, and Adil Shaw, fhould join in bro-
therly alliance, and preferve themfelves from the attack of the
foonnite emperor of Dhely, Akber.

The
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The ambaflador, finding it vain to bribe the minifter, endea-

voured to efFedt his purpofe by bringing over to his defign Saheb

Khan, a favourite minion of the fultan's, w^ho had been roughly

treated by Chungeeze Khan. He infinuated to him, that the minif-

ter had intentions of aiTuming the royal titles in Berar. Saheb Khan

willingly beHeved the accufation, and informed the fultan ; who at

£rft would not believe it, and told his favourite, that he knew his

ftories to be the eifed of malice, for the punifhment he had received

from the minifter. Saheb Khan however would not give over the

attempt, but pretended to weep ; and deiired the fultan, if he would

not believe him, to fend for Mirza Ilpahanee, who was of the fame

city with the minifter, and hear what he had to fay. The fultan did

fo, and his declarations made fome impreflions on his mind, but he

refolved to wait for proof of his fufpicions. At length, for a trial,

he one day fent for Chungeeze Khan, and figniiied his wifhes to

return to Ahmednuggur, as he was tired of the field. The minifter

obferved, that as this was a newly conquered province, it was more

advifeable for his majefty to remain in it five or fix months, in order

to attach the inhabitants to his government ; or, in cafe that was not

agreeable, to leave him with an army for that purpofe. Nizam
Shaw, upon this anfwer, believed all the accufers of the minifter

had faid, and immediately altered his behaviour towards him,

Chungeeze Khan perceiving this, was alarmed, and, under pretence

of illnefs, ftayed fome days from court. The fultan, difpleafed at

this, refolved to difpatch him, and fent his phyfician to him with a

poifoned draught, under the pretence of medicine. Chungeeze

Khan at firft refufed to take it -, but, fortifying his mind, at laft

refolved on facrificing himfelf to loyalty, and drank the poifon.

During his laft moments he wrote the following ai^drefs to the

fultan.

" The faithful fervant Meeruk, the fun of whofe age has pafled

through fixty manfions, and was haftening to the feventieth, hav-

ing

3^3
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ing laid the head of fubmiffion on the threfliold of your majefty,

reprefents, that the draught mixed with the water of life he has

knowingly, and with eager defire, drank. Having placed the

treafures of duty and loyalty to the fultan, by whofe bounty I was

cherifhed, in the cafket of my bofom, I ihut my eyes from the

obfervance of ftrangers. As lafting as the grave will be to me, fo

be the life of your majefly. I hope thus much from the fultan,

that, efteeming me both in life and death ^mong the number of

loyal fubjed:s, he will ad: according to the maxims I fend written

in my own hand ; that he will fend my body to Kerballa ; that he

will eileem certain amras, named in the petition, as worthy of

diftindtion, and entertain my foreign fervants among his own
** guards." This addrefs, with fome inflrudions, he committed to

the care of Syed Mortiza j and then reclined upon his bed till the

next day, when he departed from this borrowed, fading manfion.

ct

*c

Mortiza Nizam Shaw was fliortly convinced of the uprightnefs

and fmcere attachment of his minifter, whofe death he regretted with

unfeigned forrow ; and, upon his return to Ahmednuggur, refolved

on retiring from the world. He called before him the principal in-

habitants of Ahmednuggur, and faid to them, " Know ye, that I

*« have not abilities for empire, for I find not in myfelfthe capacity

*« of diftinguifhing juftice from injuftice j fo that I frequently am
•* guilty of oppreffion under the cloak of juftice ; and when the

*« truth becomes known unto me, I am difgufted at my own domin-
ion. Therefore I now take you to witnefs, and £hall call upon you
to teftify at the day of refurredion, that I have appointed Cauzi
Beg my vaqueel muttulluk, who is of the defcendants of the pro-

phet ; that he may do unto every one agreeably to law and juilice j

and, not in the leafl giving a preference to the ftrong over the

weak, may have no regard to private claims. Should any perfon

take even the needle of a weak old woman, and it Ihall be quef-

tioned me concerning it at the day ofjudgment, that fuch oppref-

fion

ft
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** iion occurred in my reign, and I was unmindful of it, I will make
anfwer, that I had no bufinefs in fuch affairs, which depended on

Cauzi Beg, the defcendant of the prophet." Then addrefling

himfelf to that minifter, he faid, '* Affairs are now in your hands; if

** thou canft not dired them alone, let Ameer al Moolk, Mirza

Mahummud Nukki, and Calim Beg, be your partners in publick

affairs ; while I, who am fearful and apprehenlive of the anger

and punifhment of the Almighty, and afhamed of my behaviour

in the affair of Chungeeze Khan, feek retirement, and employ

my days in repentance and prayer." The fultan, after this, retired

to an apartment in the palace of Ahmednuggur, called Bagdad,

where no one, male or female, was admitted to his prefence, but

Saheb Khan.

In the year 984, the emperor Akber advancing to the frontiers of A. D. 1576.

Dekkan to hunt, the fultan moved with a few troops, but in a cover-

ed litter, to obferve his motions, and be in readinefs to defend his

dominions. He would have marched to attack the emperor, had

he not been prevented by the entreaties of his nobility. At their

requeft he remained on his borders, till Akber returned to his own
dominions, when he retired again to his privacy in Ahmednuggur.

In the rains the fultan went to Dowlutabad, and vifited the tombs of

the faints. Being feized with a religious enthufiafm, he one day,

unknown even to Saheb Khan, withdrew frcan his apartment, and

was going alone on foot towards the tomb of Imaum Reza, when he

was known by a countryman, who gave information td the minillers.

It was with much entreaty that they could prevail upon him to return.

He haflened back to Ahmednuggur, and took up his quarters in the

^ga^dcn of Hefht Behifht, or the eighth paradife.

-^^At this timfe, his favourite, Saheb Khan, committed great excelfes.

With his adherents, about three thoufand fcoundrel I>ekkanees, fre-

quently forcing children from their parents, for the worft of purpofes.

B b b He
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He feized the daughter of Meer Mhadie, who was killed in defend-

ing the honour of his family. Thefe injuries gave great difguft, but

the regent was afraid of the favourite's influence with the fultan. At

length, Saheb Khan became fo infolent, as to order a nobleman to

change his name, becaufe it happened to be the fame as his own,

and, upon his not confenting, refolved to deftroy him, but was pre-

vented by Sullabut Khan's informing the fultan of his behaviour.

Saheb Khan, enraged, fled ; but the fultan, diftreflfed at the lofs of his

favourite, purfued him, and overtaking him at Ahmedabad, perfuaded

him to return by agreeing to his unreafonable requefl:s of difplacing

Sullabut Khan, and taking for him the city of Ahmedabad from^Ali

Bereed, who, upon his befieging it, required, and received affiftance

from Ali Adil Shaw.

A. D. 1580.

At this time, Boorahan Shaw, the fultan's brother, efcaped from

-prifon, and raifed a rebellion ; which obliged the fultan to return

fuddenly to Ahmednuggur, and recall Sullabut Khan to his prefence.

Saheb Khan, difgufted at this, fled a fecond time. Boorahan Shaw
was defeated and obliged to fly to Beejapore. The fultan endeavour-

ed again to obtam Saheb Khan's return, but he was put to death by

the amras, weary of his infolence, who perfuaded Nizam Shaw, that

he was killed in oppofing the troops fent to conduct him to the pre-

fence. Upon his death, Sullabut Khan became minifl:er without a

rival, and continued in power for fome years, to the fatisfe(^on of

the publick. The country of Mheerut was never fo well governed
as by him, flnce the reign of fultan Mhamood Bhamenee.

In the year 988, Ali Adil Shaw dying, was fucceeded by his bro-

ther Ibrahim, then only in his ninth year. Sullabut Khan, judging
his minority favourable to conqueft, perfuaded Mortiza Nizam
Shaw to invade his dominions. An army was accordingly fent, under
Behzaad al Moolk, who was defeated, with the lofs of all his ele-

phants.
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phants. The event of this war has been already related, in the

hiftory of the Adil Shawee kings.
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Li the year 992, the fultan fent a fplendid embaily to Beejapore, A. D. 1584-

to demand in marriage the lifter of Ibrahim Adil Shaw for his fon

Meeraun Houflein ; and his requeft being complied with, the prin-

cefs was brought to Ahmednuggur in great pomp. Several nobles

forming a combination to difplace the regent, SuUabut Khan, he

perfuaded the fultan to take up his refidence in the citadel, and

marched againft the rebels, who were defeated. Shortly after this,

a difcontented faftion having brought Boorahan Shaw, the fultan's

brother, in the difguife of a religious to Ahmednuggur, confpired to

let him on the throne ; but on the very day intended for the attempt,

Sullabut Khan difcovered the plot. Boorahan Shaw made his efcape,

and fled to the Kokun^ but, not thinking himfelf fecure in that

country, fought an afylum with the emperor Akber, from whom he

obtained a force to invade Dekkan, but without fuccefs.

Fatteh Shaw, a dancer, who had fucceeded Saheb Khan in the ful-

tan's afFeftions, began to make an ill ufe of his power, by obtaining

large grants of land, and gifts of the royal jewels, which were lavilhly

beftowed upon him by his matter. At length he alked for two

rofaries, which had been brought into the treafury from the.plunder

of Ramraaje, compofed of moft valuable rubies, emeralds, and

pearls. The fultan commanded them to be given to him -, but SuUa-

but Khan, unwilling that fuch ineftimable curiolities Ihould be lofl

to the royal family, fubftituted two firings of mock jewels in their

place. After fome time, Fatteh Shaw, difcovering the impofition,

complained to the fultan; who being enraged, commanded the

regent to lay out in an apartment all his jewels for him to examine.

Sullabut Khan, having concealed the moft precious, placed the reft

as he was ordered ; but the fultan miffing them, was fo angry, that

he threw all before him into a large fire, and withdrew paffionately

B b b 2 to
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;

to his chamber. On his departure the regent haftened to fiive them

from the flames, and only the pearls had received any damage.

From this time the fultan was confidered and treated as a madman.

The fultan having conceived that his fon Meeraun Houflein de-

figned to dethrone him, attempted to put him to death j but Sullabut

Khan watched the fafety of the young prince. At this time, Ibrahim

Adil Shaw demanded that the nuptials of his fifter ftiould be celebrat-

ed with the fultan's fon, or the princefs be fent back to Beejapore

;

but Sullabut Khan refufed compliance with either demand, unlefs he

would deliver up the fortrefs of Sholapore to Nizam Shaw. Ibrahim

Adil Shaw, enraged at this, laid liege to the fort of Oufeh. Nizam
Shaw, difpleafed at the condudt of his minifter, upbraided him with

treachery, and declared himfelfweary of his controul; on which the

regent, to fhew his loyalty, begged the fultan to appoint any place

for his confinement, and he would voluntarily put chains on his own
feet and repair to it. Nizam Shaw named the fort of Dunda Raaje-

pore, and Sullabut Khan, in ipite of the remonftrances of his friends

and numerous dependants, immediately refigned himfelfto the fultan's

guards, and was carried to his prifon.

Mortiza Nizam Shaw, on the imprifonment of Sullabut Khan,

conferred the regency on Cafmi Beg, and the vizarut on Mirza

Mahummud, commanding them to conclude peace with Ibrahim

Adil Shaw, which they did j and the nuptials of his lifter with the

prince HoulTein were celebrated with great pomp and feftivity. Not
long after this, the fultan, jealous of his fon's fidelity, in a fit of

madnefs refolved to deftroy him. He told his minifters that he longed

for the company of his fon, and they, delighted at his returning

kindnefs, fent the young prince into the fort to him. The fultan pre-

tended great alFedlion, and gave him a chamber near his own ; but

the next morning while the youth was fleeping, he fet fire to his bed

clothes, and faftened the door upon him. The prince, awakened

by
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by the fmoke, and freeing himfelf from the clothes, haftened to the
door. Finding it locked, he cried out for help, but was almoft fuf-

focated with fmoke, when he was releafed by his father's favourite,

Fatteh Shaw, and carried to the minifters, who conveyed him
fecretly to Dowlutabad. The fultan, after fome time, going to the
apartment to examine the aflies for the bones of his intended vi(ftim,

and not finding them, was enraged. Fatteh Shaw told him the

prince had been burned to aflies ; but he would not believe him, and
demanded him from the favourite, whom he fufpeded of faving him
from the fire. At length, Fatteh Shaw difclofing the truth, the

fultan fent for the minifters, and ordered them to be confined, ap-

pointing others ; but they alfo refufing to kill his fon, he, after nine

days, diQjlaced them, and gave the regency to Mirza Khan.

Mirza Khan feeing the diftra<fled ftate of the fultan's intelleds,

pretended acquiefcence with his commands, and courted the favour of
Fatteh Shaw and his dependants by frequent gifts j but wrote pri-

vately to Beejapore, that as the fultan was mad and wanted to murder
his fon, if a detachment was fent to the borders, he would have a

pretence to raife troops, and eipoufe the caufe of the young prince.

Dillawer Khan, regent of Beejapore, complied with his requeft ; and

Mirza Khan aiked the fultan what fteps he fliould take againft the

enemy. Nizam Shaw directed the regent to purfue what meafures

he might think proper ; and Mirza Khan colleding the troops,, they

marched from Ahmednuggur, and encamped near the town ofRan-

nowrd, where they halted by his orders. The fultan, furprized at

their not moving onwards, fent the writer of this hiftory to enquire

the caufe. As the regent knew my loyalty to be firm, he guefTed,

that having penetrated his treafonable defigns, I would make them

knovm to the fultan. He therefore bribed Fatteh Shaw to obtain

the fultan's orders for him to repair to camp, and haften the march of

the army. I was in camp when he arrived, and had found out the real

intention ofthe mmifter, who had given orders to prevent my return j

but
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but having timely notice, I made my efcape in the night. On my
arrival in the city, I related what I had feen and heard to Fatteh

Shaw, who would not believe me. I obferved, that I had no in-

terefl or hatred to gratify, that I fliould falfely accufe the miniilef,

and that the truth ofmy account would quickly appear. While we
were talking, fome fpies brought intelligence, that Mirza Khan
had marched to Dowlutabad, in order to bring the prince Meeraun

Houffein, and feat him on the throne. The fultan now afked my ad-

vice how to avert the threatened ftorm. I replied, that there were

two meafures which promifed fuccefs. Firft, that the fultan fliould

leave his retirement, and march from the city at the head of his

guards, when, probably, moft of the nobility would defert the

regent, and join him. He replied, that he was too ill to mount a

horfe. I then recommended that he fhould fend for SuUabut Khan
from confinement, and put him at the head of affairs, as he was

beloved and refpeded by all ranks, who would flock to his flandard j

that his majefly fhould alfo fet out in a litter to meet him, as far as

the fort of Khiber. The fultan approving of this advice, inftantly

fent off exprefs orders to releafe Sullabut Khan, and prepared to move
himfelfJ when the cowardly Fatteh Shaw fell at his feet, and weep-
ing, faid, that fhould his majefly quit the palace, the guards would

immediately feize and fend him prifoner to the prince, in order to

make their court to a new fovereign. The fultan, alarmed at this

remark, altered his intention, and refolved to wait in the palace for

the arrival of Sullabut Khan. The troops feeing the fultan's fears, now
deferted in crowds to Dowlutabad ; and Mirza Khan advanced from

thence with the prince to the capital by forced marches, in order to

prevent the arrival ofSullabut Khan. I had the guard of the palace,

and wifhed to defend it j but being deferted by my people, and no
one being left but the fultan, Fatteh Shaw, and a very few domeflic

attendants, oppofition was vain. At length, the prince and Mirza
Khan arrived, and entering the palace with forty armed men, put to

death whomfoever they found. The prince fortunately knew me,

and
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and refledling that we had been fchoolfellows, ordered my life to be

fpared. Having reached the prefence of his father, the prince be-

haved to him, both in word and ad:ion, with every poffible infult

and abufe. Nizam Shaw was filent, and only looked at him with

contempt ; till the prince, putting his naked fabre acrofs his breail,

faid, ** I will put you to death." Nizam Shaw then breathing a

deep figh, exclaimed, *« O thou accurfed of God, it would be better

** for thee to let thy father be his few remaining days thy gueft, and

" treat him with refpedt." The prince, relenting for a moment at

this expreffion, flopped his hand, and withdrew from his father's

apartment. Not having patience, however, to wait for his death,

though he was then in a mortal illnefs, he commanded him to be put -.

into a warm bathing room, and fhutting faft the doors and windows

to exclude all air, lighted a great fire under the bath, fo that the ful-

tan was fpeedily fuiFocated by the fleam and heat. This parricide

was perpetrated in the year 996. The deceafed fultan was buried in A, D. 1587.

great pomp, in the garden Rozeh j but his bones were afterwards

taken up and carried to Kerballa, where they were depofited near

thofe of his father and grandfather.

VERSE.

Alas, that there is no flability in fortune ! for endlefs is the circle

of her revolution. Expedt not thou to be fi-ee from the encroach-

ments of time, for there is quarter to no one from his cruel fword.

;)

!
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MEERAUN HOUSSEIN NIZAM SHAW.

JVIeERAUN, on his acceffion to the throne of Ahmednuggur,

being of an impetuous and cruel difpofition, began his reign by-

tyranny and opprefllon. He appointed Mirza Khan prime minif*

ter, but paid little regard to his advice -, difappointing him of the

hopes he had entertained of making a pageant of the prince, and
keeping the real power in his own hands. Meeraun having pro-

moted feveral young perfons of his own age to high rank, made
them his companions in his pleafures and excefles. It was freqiiently

his cuftom, in fits of intoxication, to ride through the city with his

drunken aflbciates, and put perfons to death, though not guUty of

any crime. It being reported to him, that Mirza Khan had pri-

vately brought from the fort of Sutteeza, Shaw Cafim, brother to

Mortiza Nizam Shaw, and concealed him in his houfe, with a view

to raife a rebellion in his favour, the fultan was alarmed, and confined

the minifter. The next day, however, finding the accufation falfe,

he reftored him to his employments, and gave him his full con-

fidence ; and Mirza Khan, to prevent future fuipicion, advifed the

fultan to put to death the males of the royal family. Meeraun ap-
proved the meafure, and fifteen princes were murdered in one day.

Not long after this event, the power of Mirza Khan becoming
irkfome to the fultan's companions, they again accufed him of
treachery, and Meeraun believing them, in his drunken hours would
exclaim at one time, that he would behead him with his own hand j

and
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and at another, that he would have him trod to death by elephants.

Thefe declarations being carried to Mirza Khan, he at length re-

folved to fecure his own fafety by depofing the fultan j who, in his

turn, tried every means to get the minifler into his power. On the

tenth of Jemmaud al Awul, 997, he repaired to the houfe of his a. D. 15SS.

favourite, Ankufs Khan, and fent for Mirza Khan to come and

partake of a banquet, intending to have him aflaffinated ; but the

minifter, being on his guard, excufed himfelf under pretence of

illnefs, fending his friend Agga Meer to make his apology. Agga
Meer reached the houfe of Anku/s Khan juft as the fultan had

dined ; but the mafter of the houfe had waited, and fat down to eat

with him. When Agga Meer had eaten, he fuddenly pretended

violent pains, declared that he was poifoned, and left the houfe.

Mirza Khan foon after fent a meifage, that the agga was dying, and

entreated to fee him. The fukan immediately repaired, with a few

attendants, to the fort, where he was feized by the minifter, and

confined. Mirza Khan then fent off Meer Tahir Neefhaporee to

bring the two fons of Boorahan Nizam Shaw from the fort of

Bhaughur, that he might chufe one of them to place on the throne,

concealing the imprifonment of the fultan till their arrival.

On the third day, Meer Tahir returned with the princes j and

the minifter, fummoning feveral of the principal nobility into the

fort, declared to them the depofal of Houffein, and acceffion of

Ifinaeel Nizam Shaw, then only in his twelfth year. While the

affembly was engaged in fainting the new fultan, a great tumult was

heard at the gates of the fort, where Jemmal Khan, a munfubdar,

with feveral other officers and a mob of foldiers, had alTembled, de-

manding to fee fultan Meeraun Houffein, their lawful fovereign.

Mirza Khan fent them word, that Meeraun having no abilities to

govern, he had depofed him, and inaugurated fultan Ifmaeel, who
fhould appear and receive their homage. Jemmal Khan became
more clamorous, and fent perfons to proclaim through the city, that

C c c the
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the minifter, aided by his foreign mercenaries, having depofed their

fovereign, had feated another prince on the throne; and if he was

allowed in this manner to make kings, and ad uncontrouled, the

native nobles and inhabitants of the country would foon become

flaves to foreign adventurers. The'Dekkan troops and people, in-

flamed by this report, fled to arms, and in a fhort time about five

thoufand horfe and foot, with a numerous mob, flocked to Jemmal

Khan. They were alfo joined by all the Ethiopian troops.

Mirza Khan thinking to quell the tumult by the death of fultan

Houflein, commanded his head to be ftruck off; which being done,

it was ftuck upon a pole planted on a baftion of the citadel. At the

fame time a perfon cried out to the multitude below, that, as they

mufl; now be convinced of the death of the fultan, if they would

retire quietly to their habitations, they fhould be rewarded by the

favour of Ifmaeel Shaw, now their fovereign. Several of the princi-

cipal amras were for retiring ; but Jemmal Khan cried out. If

HouflTein was murdered, they ought to revenge his death on the

foreigners, take into their own hands the adminifliration of fultan

Ifrnaeel, and not fuiFer the country to be governed by Grangers.

Upon this, all refolved to ftorm the fort ; and having heaped piles of

wood and flraw to the gates, fet them on fire. About funfet the

gates were burned; but the quantity of hot aflies yet glowing pre-

vented any one pafling in or out, till midnight, when Mirza Khan
and his friends rufhed from the citadel, and tried to make their efcape

from the city. Numbers were flain in the attempt by the mob ; but

Mirza Khan made his flight good towards the fort of Khiber. The
Dekkanees, Ethiopians, and populace, having entered the fort, put

to death every foreigner they found within, who amounted to nearly

three hundred, and among them were feveral perfons of high rank

and eminent charaders. Their bodies were dragged out to the open

plain, and orders given for them to lie unburied. Not contented

with the pafl flaughter, Jemmal Khan commanded his adherents to

murder

>
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murder the foreigners of every rank and occupation in the city, and

to plunder and burn their dwellings. The foldiers and their followers

having extended the hand of rapine from the fleeve of cruelty, put

to death indifcriminately the noble, the rich, the mafter and the ferv-

ant, the merchant, the pilgrim, and the travelling ftranger. Their

houfes were fet on fire, and the heads of thofe lately exalted to the

ikies, were brought low, and trampled in the duil. Virgins, who
from modefly concealed their faces from the fun and moon, were

dragged by the hair into the affemblies of the drunken. On the

fourth day, Mirza Khan, who had been feized near Khiber, was

brought to Jemmal Khan, and being firft carried through the city

on an afs, his body was cut into pieces, which were affixed on dif-

ferent buildings. Several of his friends, taken with him, were alio

put to death -, and their bodies being rammed into cannons, were

blown into the air. In the fpace of feven days nearly a thoufand

foreigners were murdered. Some few efcaped under the prote<ftion

of Dekkanee and Ethiopian officers, their intimates and friends. The
reign of Meeraun HoufTein was only two months and three days.

Among thofe princes recorded in hiftory as murderers of their fathers,

we find none whofe reigns extended beyond one year : and a poet

obferves, ** Royalty befits not the deftroyer of a parent, nor will the

" reign of fuch a wretch be long."
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ISMAEEL NIZAM SHAW.

XT has been already mentioned, in the hiftory of Mortiza Nizam
Shaw, that Boorahan Shaw, his brother, having been defeated

in an attempt to dethrone him, fled for protection to the court of

the emperor Akber. On his departure he left behind him two

fons, named Ibrahim and Ifmaeel, who were kept confined in the

fortrefs of Lahaghur. The younger being raifed to the throne on

the death of Meeraiin HouiTein Shaw, took the title of Ifinaeel

Nizam Shaw, and was acknowledged by the victorious minifter,

Jemmal Khan.

Jemmal Khan, being of the fedt of Mhaudee, perfuaded the

fultan to embrace his tenets, and commit the power of government

into the hands of his followers. In the beginning of his adminiflra-

tion he obliged the few foreigners who had efcaped the maflacre in

the laft reign, to leave Ahmednuggur, after feizing their efFedts, and

they embraced the fervice of the fultan of Beejapore. Among them

was the writer of this hiftory, who wzs exalted in the fervice of

Ibrahim Adil Shaw.

Intelligence of the commotions of Ahmednuggur having reached

the emperor Akber, he recalled Boorahan Shaw from his jaghire,

and oiFered him a force to regain the throne ofhis anceflors, now his

right, but ufurped by his own fon and a defpotic minifter, Boorahan

Shaw
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Shaw reprefented, that fhould he accept the aid of Mogul troops, the

people of Dekkan would be alarmed, andobje<fl to his authority ; but

that if his majefty would allow him to repair to the borders of the

country with his own dependants, he would try to draw his fubjecfts

to allegiance by gentlenefs and conciliation. Akber approving his

propofal permitted him to depart for Dekkan, and allotted the fron-

tier diftrid: of Handea for his fupport till he fhould regain his do-

minions } at the fame time commanding raja Alee Khan, prince of

Khandefhe, to afford him afliftance to his utmofl ability. Boorahan

Shaw having received offers of allegiance from many of the nobility,

marched againft his fon, but was defeated. However, in a fhort

time after this, he renewed his attempts ; and, being joined by a

great majority of the chiefs and people, attacked Jemmal Khan,

who was killed in the adiion. iftnaeel was taken prifoner, and

confined by his father, who afcended in his room the throne of

Ahmednuggur.
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BOORAHAN SHAW,

V

JjOORAHAN Shaw, during the reign of his brother Mortiza

Nizam Shaw, was confined to the fort of Lahaghur, but had a large

jaghire allowed him for his fupport, fo that he pafTed his days with

fatisfaftion. When Saheb Khan behaved tyrannically, and the nobles

were difgufted at Mortiza Shaw, who had left the capital to induce

his favourite to return, a party of them befought Boorahan Shaw to

rebel, on pretence that his brother was mad, and unfit to govern.

Allured by promifes of fupport, he gained over the governor of the

fort, and appeared in arms at the head of fix thoufand horfe, with

which force he moved towards the capital. Mortiza Nizam Shaw,

upon intelligence of this rebellion, haftened from Bieder to Ahmed-
nuggur. Faffing through the flreets to the palace, he flopped his

elephant at the fhop of an apothecary, and afked if he had any

medicine that would cure madnefs, faying, that he did not know
who required it mofl, himfelf, who wifhed to live the life of a

reclufe and yet rule a kingdom, or his brother, who, with the en-

joyment of eafe, was plunging himfelf into publick cares. The
apothecary replied, that his brother was the madman who could un-

gratefully offend fo kind a proteifior, and would not profper in his

treafon. The next day Boorahan Shaw was defeated, and fled to

Beejapore. Two years afterwards he made another attempt, with
fimilar fuccefs, and fought prote^iion with the emperor Akber, with

whom
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whom he continued till the acceffion of his fon to the throne, which

he difpolTelTed him of, as above related.

Boorahan Shaw was advanced in years when he afcended the

throne ; but, notwithflanding his age, gave himfelf up to pleafures

unbecoming his dignity. His reign was marked by an unfuccefsful

war with Beejapore, and a difgraceful defeat from the Portuguefe,

who had feized the fea coafts of his dominions. He died in the

year 1003, four years and fome months after his acceffion. He was

fucceeded by his fon Ibrahim Shaw, who, after a reign of only four

months, was llain in acftion againft the fultan of Beejapore.

399

A. D. 1594.

Ill

On the death of Ibrahim Shaw, feveral fadions arofe in Ahmed-

nuggur, each fetting up a nominal fovereign. Mean Munjoo, who
pofTelTed the city, and acknowledged the title of Bahadur Shaw,

infant fon to the late fultan, being befieged by his competitors, in-

vited Moraud, fon of the emperor Akber, then governor of Guzarat,

to his affiftance, for which he offered to become tributary to the

Mogul power. Sultan Moraud embraced the propofal, and in the

year I c04 arrived before Ahmednuggur with a coniiderable army. A. D. 1595.

Mean Munjoo by this time, having overcome his rivals, repented of

his offers, and prepared to oppofe the fultan. Having committed the

city to the charge of Nufleer Khan his deputy, and the care ofChaund

Beebee, great aunt to fultan Bahadur, he departed to raife levies and

implore the affiflance of Koottub Shaw and Adil Shaw. Sultan

Moraud befieged Ahmednuggur, which was gallantly defended.

Breaches were made, but immediately repaired by the heroic conducft

of Chaund Beebee ; who, covering herfelf with a veil, headed the

troops. At length, fupplies growing fcarce in the camp, and the

allies of Beejapore and Golconda approaching, fultan Moraud

thought proper to accept of fome offers of tribute from Chaund

Beebee, and raife the fiege. Some money was paid, and the diftrid:s

I!
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II

in



40O FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.

in Berar belonging to the Nizam Shawee government were ceded to

the Moguls.

On the retreat of fultan Moraud, Chaund Beebee requeiled the

afliftance of Ibrahim Adil Shaw to reprefs the infolence of the Nizam
Shawee nobles, and eftablifh the authority of the fovereign. Soheil

Khan, a eunuch, celebrated for his valour, wifdom and juftice, was

fent to her aid with eight thoufand horfe, and ftridl injunctions to

pay implicit obedience to her orders. On his arrival, the refra<flory

became fubmiffive. AiFairs being fettled at Ahmednuggur, the

auxiliaries departed j but intelligence arriving that the Dhely forces

had taken pofleffion of fome diftrids not ceded by the late treaty to

the emperor, Soheil Khan halted, and fent for frefli inftruftions from

Beejapore. Ibrahim Adil Shaw commanded him to oppofe the en-

croachments of the imperialifts, and affift Chaund Beebee. Soheil

Khan being joined by her troops, and a force from the fultan of Gol-

conda, marched towards Berar. The khankhanaun who was encamp-

ed at Jaulneh, hearing of the advance of the Dekkanees, retreated to

the head quarters of the prince at Shawpore, from whence, having

collected an army of twenty thoufand horfe, he advanced to meet the

enemy on the banks of the Gung. A fevere adtion took place, in

which the Dekkanees were defeated. Some time after this, the

prince Moraud died of exceffive drinking, and Akber appointed his

fon fultan Daniaul governor of Dekkan, with orders to reduce Ah-
mednuggur, while he. himfelf was befieging the fortrefs of Afeerghur

in the province of Khandefhe. At this juncture, the Dekkanees put

to death the heroic Chaund Beebee, and confined the fultan Bahadur

Nizam Shaw j not long after which Ahmednuggur was taken by the

Moguls, and the captive fovereign fent to perpetual imprifonment in

the fortrefs of Gualior.

On the fall of Ahmednuggur, Mallek Umber, an Abyflinian,

who had rifen from the condition of a flave to great influence and

command.
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command, and Rajoo Minnaun, a Dekkanee chief, divided the re-

maining territories between them. The former poflefled from the

Telingana frontier to within eight miles of Ahmednuggur and four of

Dowlutabadj the latter, northward from that fortrefs to the borders

of Guzarat, and fouthward to within twelve miles of Ahmednuggur,

leaving to a nominal fultan, Mortiza 2^- whom they placed on the

throne on the capture of Bahadur Nizam Shaw, only the fortrefs of

Oufeh with a few villages for his fupport. As each of thefe chiefs

coveted the territoriesof the other, there was conftant difagreement

between them. In the year 1012 Mallek Umber, by the affiflance of A.D. 1603.

the Mogul arms, defeated Rajoo, and, taking him prifoner, feized his

country. At this period feveral commotions happening in the Dhely

government, owing to the rebellion of fultan Seleem, the death of

Akber, and revolt of fultan Khoferroo, fucceffively. Umber had lei-

fure to regulate his county, levy great armies, and even dared to feize

feveral of the imperial diftridis. When the authority of Jehaungeer

was eftabliflied, he fent frequent armies to Dekkan ; but Umber was

not to be fubdued, and, though fometimes defeated, continued to

oppofe the royal ftrength. At length he gave up the places taken

from the Moguls to the prince Shaw Jehaun, to whofe intereft he

became attached, and continued loyaL After this he remained un-

molefted by the Dhely government, and conduced his affairs with

much glory, often obliging the fultans of Golconda and Beejapore to

pay him contributions. He died in the year 1035, in his eightieth A. D. 1626.

year, and was buried in Dowlutabad, under a fplendid dome which

he had eredted : and fuch is the efteem in which his charader has

been held, that notwithftanding the various changes of property, the

lands dedicated to the fupport of the attendants of his tomb are yet

left unconfifcated, for that purpofe. He was the firft general, poli-

tician, and financier of his age, and his country was the beft culti-

vated, and his fubjeas the happieft, of any in Dekkan. He founded

Ghurkeh, five cofs from Dowlutabad, now called Aurungabad, and

ornamented it with a magnificent palace, gardens, and noble pieces

D d d of
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of water lined with ilone, which yet remain. His charities and

juftice are yet celebrated j and he was alfo eminent for his piety.

Futteh Khan, the fon of Umber Hubihee, fucceeded to his

authority ; but Mortiza Nizam Shaw 2^' being weary of his controul,

took him prifoner by treachery, and confined him in the fort of

Chumber, or Khiber. Having made his efcape, he rebelled, but

was again taken, and confined in Dowlutabad. In time he was

releafed, and appointed generalillimo by the influence of his fifter,

mother to Nizam Shaw. He fhortly, to prevent another removal

from office, confined the fultan under pretence of infanity, and put to

death twenty five of the principal nobility in one day, writing to Shaw

Jehaun, that he had thus ad:ed, to prevent them from rebelling

againft him. The emperor in reply commended his attachment, and

ordered him to put the captive prince to death j which he did, and

placed his fon Houffein, an infant of ten years, on the throne i but

Shaw Jehaun demanding the royal jewels, treafures, and elephants,

Futteh Khan delayed to obey. Upon this, an army was fent againft

him ; but he averted the wrath of the emperor, by offering a prefent

to the amount of eight lacks of rupees, and agreed to pay tribute ; on

which he was allowed to keep what territory yet remained to the

Nizam Shawee fovereignty. Adil Shaw preparing to wreft from him
Dowlutabad, he offered it to Shaw Jehaun, faying, that his father had

commanded him, rather to fweep the courts of the Timur princes,

than accept the highefl office in that of Beejapore. The emperor

fent his general, Mahabut Khan, to receive the fort; but Futteh

Khan, on his arrival before it, repented of his fubmiffion, and held

out till diflrefs for provifions forced him to furrender. The fall of

this place put a final period to the dynafly of Nizam Shaw, which

had fwayed the fceptre for one hundred and fifty years. Houflein

Nizam Shaw was confined for life in Gualior, but Futteh Khan was

received into favour, and had all his property given up to him. He
was upon the point of being promoted to a high rank of nobility,

' when
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when he became infane, from the efFedls of an old wound in his head;

upon which the emperor allowed him to retire to Lahore, on a pen-

fioa of two lacks of rupees, which he enjoyed till his death, many
years afterwards, in that city. His younger brother, Chungeeze

Khan, had before accepted the imperial fervice, and was appointed

an ameer of two thoufand, with the title of Munfoor Khan. Many
of his relations and dependants alfo were promoted. From this

period the Nizam Shawee kingdom funk into a province of the

Mogul empire.
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SULTAN

KOOLLI KOOTTUB SHAW.

A HIS prince, the founder of the fovereignty of Golconda, was
originally a Turkifh adventurer, who came to try his fortune in

I>ekkan, and embraced the fervice of Mahummud Shaw Bhame-
nee. By degrees he was promoted to high rank 1 and in the reign

of Mhamood Shaw obtained the title of Koottub al Moolk, and the

territory of Golconda, part of Telingana, in jaghire. On the decline

of the Bhamenee authority, when Adil Khan and others afTumed

royalty, Koottub al Moolk alfo, in the year 918, ftiled himfelf A. D. 15x2.

fultan of Telingana, under the title of Koottub Shaw. He was a
*

chief of great abilities, and reigned thirty nine years i at the end of

which he was affaffinated by a Turkifli Have, fuppofed to be bribed

by his fon and fucceffor,

JUMSHEED KOOTTUB SHAW.

He reigned feven years and fome months, and was fucceeded by

his brother.

r
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SULTAN
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SULTAN

IBRAHIM KOOTTUB SHAW.

Ibrahim Shaw was a wife and politic prince, but arbitrary and

fevere; punifhing flight faults with death. He was fond of the

pleafures of the table, but negleded not buiinefs for luxury. He fo

governed the country of Telingana, remarkable for the numbers of

its thieves and banditti, that merchants and travellers could journey

night and day, without going in caravans, in perfe(a fecurity. In his

reign the fovereignty of Koottub Shaw acquired weight and refpedt,

from the able charadiers whom he encouraged at his court. No
wars of ajiy confequence occurred in his time. He died in the year

A. D. 1,581. 989, after a profperous reign of thirty two years.

SULTAN
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SULTAN

MAHUMMUD KOOLLI KOOTTUB SHAW.

H^

1 HIS prince, on the death of his father, afcended the throne of

Golconda, in his twelfth year. In the beginning of his reign he was

engaged in war with Adil Shaw, with whom he concluded peace in

the year 995, giving him his iifter in marriage. The air ofGolconda A. D. 1586.

not agreeing with his conftitution, he founded a city at about eight

miles diftance, which he called Bhaugnuggur, after his miftrefs

Bhaug, a celebrated courtezan i but being afterwards afliamed of

his amour, he changed it to Hyderabad. He entrufted his brothers

with high offices, making them his friends and companions j and

they in return were loyal and aiFe<5lionate. Shaw Abbas, emperor

of Perfia, courted his alliance, by afking his daughter in marriage

for one of his fons ; and Mahummud, efteeming conne(flion with fb

auguft a monarch as an honour, complied with the requeft.

E e e SULTAN
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SULTAN

MAHUMMUD KOOTTUB SHAW.

AIaHUMMUD Koolli, leaving no fon, was fucceeded by his

brother Mahummud, who was fucceeded by Abdoolla Koottub

Shaw. Abdoolla reigned many years under the proteftion of the

emperor Shaw Jehaun, to whom he acknowledged himfelf tributary,

A. D. 1655. and paid an annual fum; but in the year 1066 he difijleafed that

monarch, and brought upon himfelf much trouble and diflrefs. The

caufe of offence was this : Meer Mahummud Saad, prime minifter

to Abdoolla Shaw, having acquired great wealth and power, became

fufpeded of difloyal intentions towards his fovereign, who wifhed to

difplace him. Meer Mahummud, to avoid the difgracc of removal,

and the probable confifcation of his treafures, oiFered his fervices to

the prince Aurungzebe, then governor of the imperial territories in

Dekkan. The prince recommended him to his father Shaw Jehaun,

who immediately honoured him with the rank of five thoufand, his

fon Mahummud Ameen with that of two, and commanded Ab-
doolla Koottub Shaw to permit them to repair with their effedts

to court. Koottub Shaw difobeyed the mandate, and confining

Mahummud Ameen, then at Hyderabad, feized part of his wealth.

Aurungzebe, enraged at this condudt, marched to Hyderabad, which
he took and plundered. Koottub Shaw was obliged to purchafe

pardon by a contribution of a 'corore of rupees, and the gift of his

daughter in marriage to the fon of his enemy, the prince fultan

Mahummud.

' One million flerling.
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Mahummud. From this time Abdoolla Shaw, during the remainder

of his life, was in fad a vaffal of the empire. He died in the early

part of the reign ofAurungzebe, and was fucceeded by his fon in iaw»

ABOU HOUSSUN,

Who, after fome years, was taken prifoner by the emperor

Aulumgeer, and confined for life in the citadel of Dowlutabad.

Golconda was then reduced to a province of the empire of Hin-

dooftan.

411

Befides the fovereignties of Nizam Shawee, ' Adil Shawee, and

Koottub Shawee, founded on the ruins of the Bhamenee princes of

Dekkan, there were two others, compofed of parts of their once

extenfive dominions. One was founded by Ameer Bereed, prime

minifter, or rather, confiner of the two laft Bhamenee fultans, and

called from him, Bereed Shawee. His dominions were finall, con-

iifting only of the capital of Bieder, and a few diftri<fls round "that

city J nor did the honours of royalty long remain in his fanuly, his

territories being wrelled from his grandfon by the other Dekkan
princes, and the kingdom of Bieder deflroyed.

The other fovereignty was filled Ummad Shawee, and confifted

of the fouthern part of Berar. It was fo called fi-om the founder,

Ummad al Moolk, a chief of the Bhamenee fultans. This mo-
narchy lafted through four generations. The laft prince, Boorahan
Ummad Shaw, was only nominal fovereign, the power being ufurp-

ed by his minifter TuiFal Khan. He was reduced by Mortiza Nizam
Shaw, who added Berar to his own dominions in the year 982. A. D. 1574.
With the dominions of Ahmednuggur, Berar alfo fell into the hands
of the Mogul emperors.

END OF THE KOOTTUB SHAWEE DYNASTY,
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JVIr. Or me, with whofe elegant works relative to India the

publick are well acquainted, has, in his Hiflorical Fragments of

the Mogul Empire, inferted the following note :

t<

ft

<t

<t

ft

<c

<c

<t

** We are not without hopes, that fome of the many in

India, who have the means, will fupply the portions of in-

formation which are deficient, and muft, otherwife, always

continue out of our reach. The knowledge is well worth

the enquiry ; for, befides the energy of the characters which

arife within this period, there are no ftates or powers on

the continent of India, with whom our nation have any

connexion or concern, who do not owe the origin of their

prelent condition to the reign of Aurungzebe, or to its

influence on the reigns of his fucceflbrs."

r-;

V

The perufal of Mr. Orme's works, when in India, firfl

excited my curiofity to obtain that information, the want of
which he regrets; and for this purpofe i procured every manu-
fcript likely to afl?brd any anecaotes of Aurungzebe and his

fucceflbrs. Of the Tranfadions of his reign, efpecially his Oper-
'^'^^- ^I- B ations



?m

u

,#.

il

PREFACE.

ations in Dekkan, by far the moft important, (unlefs wj^ ex-

cept his wars with his brothers, and the depofal of his father,

which have been publifhed by colonel Dow, in his third volume

of the Hiftory of Hindooftan,) I have not met with a better

account than the following. It is a free tranflation of a Jour-

nal kept by a Bondela officer, who attended Dulput Roy, the

chief of his tribe, in all Aurungzebe's campaigns, which was

prefented to me by the Raja of *Dutteah, a great grandfon of

Dulput Roy, when 1 adted as Perlian interpreter to a detachment

under colonel Popham, in the Ghoed country.

» A principality, according to the imperial divifion of the empire, forming

part of the Agra provincei This raja is now tributary to the Mhaiattas, as

well as all the other Bondela chiefs, whofe country is denominated, in our maps,

Bundelcund,

zl



AURUNGZEBE's

OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN.

fjAVING in the preceding volume, as far as authorities could be

obtained, brought the hiftory of Dekkan to the decline of her two

laft monarchies of Golconda and Beejapore, in which the gradual

encroachments of the Mogul or Dhely emperors are mentioned as

fer down as the clofe of the reign of Shaw Jehaun, we come next to

the operations of Aurungzebe, his fon. He caufed their final diflb-

lution ; but, by adding to the extent of his domiiuons in Dekkan,

deftroyed a balance of power, the want of which enabled the ftates,

who rofe on the ruins of his conquefts* in lefs than a century to be

the chief agents in rendering the empire of Hindooflan, to the

family of Timur, a mere nominal fovereignty. It will be recolled:-

ed, that Aurungzebe was governor of Dekkan, on the part of his

father Shaw Jehaun ; and that at the clofe of the laft volume he
had juft impofed fevere conditions on the fiiltan of Golconda, when
he was drawn from his operations, by the alarming ftate of affairs

at the court of his father.

At this period a new power, the celebrated Sewajee, founder
of the Mharatta ftates, was rifing into notice j an account of whom
begins the following pages.
Vol. II. B 2 qP
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OF the origin of Sewajee, the founder of the prefcnt Mharatta

ftate in Dekkan, we have the following account. Bheem Sing, or

Sein, rana of Odipore* the firft in rank among the Hindoo princes,

had a fon named Baug Sing, by a * concubine of a tribe very inferior

to his own. On the death of his father, Baug Sing finding himfelf

defpifed and neglefted by his relitioris, the Sefbdia Raajepootes, who,

firom the low caft of his mother, regarded him only as a baflard,

and not of their tribe, became weary of the indignities fhewn him j

and moved from Odipore to Khandelhe, .where he embraced the

fervice of a zemindar, named Raja Ali Mohun. His abilities pro-

cured him the confidence of his patron to fuch a degree, that at his

death he appointed him guardian to his fon ; and Baug Sing executed

the trufi: with honour. When the young raja became of age to

take upon himfelf the condu<5l of his affairs, Baug Sing, for what'

reafon does not appear, declined his fervice, and retired into Dek-
kan, where he purchafed a trad: of land near the prefent Mharatta

capital of Poonah, and fettled upon it as zemindar, in which fituation

he died.

Baug Sing had four fons, two of w^hom, Malojee and Bumbojee,

being of an enterprizmg; fpirit, entered into the fervice of Jadoo

Roy,

Bahadur Nizam Shaw
a Mharatta chief, and of diftinguifhed rank at the court of

Malojee had two fons, Sahjee, or Shawjee, and 'Shurfajee.

*" Bumbojee had fix fons, who entered, as foldiers of fortune, into

the fervice of a zemindar of Beejapore.

Malojee

» Said to be a carpenter's daugliter. This is overlooked by the Bhofelah family,

who in their own annals are ftiled only a younger branch of Odipore. Baug Sing was

called in Dekkan, Bhofelah, of which term are given two interpretations. One is

complimentary, as fignifying the terror of his enemies; the other opprobrious, of his

mother's low condition.

^ From him the prefent raja of Nagpore Berar is defcended, and the head of the

Bhoftlah family at prefent, if the elder branch is extin(S, as reported.
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fc' Malojee gradually acquired rank and influence with his patron,

from whom he obtained a promife of his only daughter in marriage

for his eldeft fon Sahjeej but Jadoo Roy afterwards, from fome dif-

guft, refufing to fulfil his engagement, Malojee appealed for redrefs

to Nizam Shaw, who obliged the chief to confent to the nuptials,

which were celebrated w^ith great pomp: and thus the Bhofelah

family became incorporated with the Mharattas, and commonly
efteemed as fuch in Hindooftan.

A connedlion thus introduced upon him by force, could not be

pleafing to Jadoo Roy, who from the moment of its confummation

accordingly became jealous of his fbn in law ; and on the death of

his father Malojee, Sahjee, by his abilities having acquired the

favour of the queen mother, regent to her fon a minor, was regarded

only as a dangerous rival by his wife's father. An open rupture

enfued, and Jadoo Roy, by the affiftance of the imperial troops then

meditating conqijefls in Dekkan, obliged Sahjee to quit the kingdom,

though at the expenfe of its welfare, by introducing the enemy of his

fovereign.
I

Sahjee with his followers, thus driven from Ahmednuggur, now
entered into the fervice of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore,

who gave him a jaghire in the Carnatic, with a command of ten

thoufand horfe. Soon after this, his fon Sewajee, afterwards fo

celebrated in Dekkan, was born, from the daughter of Jadoo Roy
Mharatta ; bySvhom Sahjee had already one fon, named Sambojee,
who was in early youth killed in adlion againft a refradory zemindar
of Beejapore. .

- Sahjee having difagreed with his wife, on account of his hatred
to her father, refolved on reparation j and, accordingly, fent her,

v/ith the infant Sewajee, to whom he ihewed no afFedtion, to refide

at Poonah, of which, and the vicinity, he had obtained a grant,

under
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under the charge of one of his officers, named Dadajee Punt, to

whom he alfo committed the management of the zemindaree.

Sahjee now married a fecond wife, alfo a Mharatta, by whom
he had a fon named Angojee, or Ekojee, to whom he transferred all

his fondnefs from his former connexion. Continuing to rife in honours

and confequence, under the patronage of Morar Jugdeo, dewan to

the fultan, he became one of the principal chiefs of Beejapore -, and

though on the death of the king his patron was put to death by the

queen regent, Sahjee fufFered no injury in his fortunes.

Junjuppa Naik, poligar ofMudkul, being at enmity wi& Punchee

Ragoo, zemindar of Tanjore, invited Sahjee to his affiftance ; and

in conjun(3:ion they defeated the raja, who was llain in the action,

and polTeffed themfelves of the capital and all his dominions. The
allies quarrelling on the divifion of the plunder and the fum to be

paid to Sahjee for his fervices, he attacked Junjuppa, flew him in

battle, and thus obtained an eafy conqueft of the zemindarees of

Tanjore and Mudkul, in which he obtained confirmation from the

regency of Beejapore, and fettled them on his fon Ekojee, whofc

pofterity ftill hold them under the navob of Arcot, or rather, the

Britifh government.

Sewajee, though negledted by his father, was properly educated

by his guardian Dadajee j and at the age of feventeen excelled in

every accomplilhment. Military fame was his firft paffion ; and the

government of Beejapore being now weakened by intefline divifions

and the encroachments of the Moguls, he had foon an opportunity

of fignalizing himfelf among other rebels. Contrary to the remon-

ftrances of Dadajee, he raifed a banditti, and plundered the neigh-

bouring diftrids ; which conduct in his charge fo alFedted the old

man, that he poifoned himfelf from vexation, and to avoid the im-
putation of aflifting in his defigns. Sewajee now took pofleffion of

the

11
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the jaghire, raifed more troops, fuccefsfully levied contributions on

Several zemindars, and much extended the limits of his territories.

Sahjee, either from inability, or contented with his rich zemindaree

of Tanjore, connived at his excefTes, and made over to him the

revenues of Poonah.

At this crifis Aurungzebe, governor of the imperial territories in

Dekkan, was meditating the overthrow of his brother Dara Shekkoh,

who was the favourite of their father, the emperor Shaw Jehaun,

now in a dangerous ftate of health. For this purpofe he was pre-

paring an army to march to Agra } and, obferving the enterprizing

genius of Sewajee, fent him an invitation to his fervice. Sewajee

pretending to be flruck with horror, (for his own conduft proves its

hypocrify) at the rebellion of a fon againft a father, received the

prince's melTenger with indignity, drove him from his prefence, and

ordered the letter he had brought to be tied to the tail of a dog.

Aurungzebe for the prefent ftifled his refentment, but never could

forgive Sewajee's infolence ; and hence may be dated his tedious

war in Dekkan, and finally the ruin of the Mogul empire by the

Mharattas.

Aurungzebe, on his moving from Dekkan, committed the

government of it to his fecond fon, fultan Mahummud IVlauzim,

under the tutelage of an experienced general, with orders to adt only

on the defenfive till he fhould have decided his pretenfions to the

imperial throne.

Aurungzebe having left Dekkan, Sewajee refolved to turn the

inactivity of the imperial troops, and the weaknefs of the Golconda
and Beejapore princes, to the utmoft advantage. He took the flrong

fortrefs of Rairee, or Raujeghur, which he fixed upon as the feat of
his government; and fucceffively captured Porundeh, Jagneh, and
other places, with confiderable diftridts dependant on Beejapore.

The

A H. 1066.

A. D. 1655.
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The regency of Beejapore, being >alarmed at his encroachments,

fent him threats mingled with offers of pardon-; but he regarded nei-

ther, and continued his rebellion; Having by treachery put to death

the zemindar of Jaowlee, he poffeffed himfelf of an immenfe treafure

and that diflridl. He next plundered the rich manufacturing city of

Kallean ; took Madury and Purdhaunghur j at which laft he found a

valuable buried treafure. Rajapore near Bombay, Sungarpore, and

an ifland belonging to the Portuguefe, next fell into his hands.

The Beejapore government having in vain defired.Sahjee, (who

difclaimed all connexion with him, and pretended that he had dif-

carded him as a relation,) to reprefs the excefles of his fon,^t length

fent againft him a confiderable army, under a general named Ab-

doolla Khan. .
,

Sewajee with artful policy now wrote to the general, imploring

pardon for his crimes, and inviting him to come and receive his fub-

miflion. AbdooUa advanced without oppofition near the refidence of

the rebel, and it was agreed that he fhould repair to a tent, with tea

followers, where Sewajee would meet him with only five attendants.

They met accordingly, when the treacherous zemindar ftabbed Ab-
dooUa in embracing him. Upon a fignal given, the Mharattas, rufh-

ing from an ambufcade, attacked the unfufpeding army of Beejapore,

which, deprived of their chief, was quickly defeated. Sewajee

plundered their rich camp, and by this vidtory became mafter of all

Kokun, the zemindars ofwhich flocked to acknowledge his authority,

to fave their pofleffions. The fhrong fortrefs of Sittarra and other

places alfo opened their gates to receive him.

I

A new army was fent from Beejapore under Afzul Khan, fbn of

the murdered general, but w^ithout fuccefs ; Sewajee, even without

hazarding an engagement, obliging them to retreat by cutting off

their fupplies: and after this the Beejapore government, divided

internally

Uf
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ihlferrialljr^^M ap^eh^dirtg attacks from the armies of Aurungzebe,

who had now obtained pofleffion of the throne, made no effort againft

him. In the courfe only of three years, Sewajee became a power-

ful prince, his authority being acknowledged over almoil the whole

coaft of Malabar.

To relate here the ftruggles for the throne between Aurungzebe

and his unfortunate brothers, Dara Shekkoh, fultan Shujah, arid

Moraud Buk(h, with the depofal of their father, the emperor Shaw
Jehaun, would interrupt too much the objedt of this work, the

History op Dekkan. Of thefe events, by fuch as wifh to

perufc them, * an excellent account may be feen in the Travels of

Bemier, publiihed in Lord Oxford's Colle<5tion of Voyages. It

agrees with the native hiftories of Hindooftan in every fad:, and

abounds with juft obfervations of his own. Bernier refided with

Danufhmund Khan, a nobleman of high rank and office, in the fer-

vice of Aurungzebe, during the events he relates. Suffice it to fay

here, that Aurungzebe afcended the throne by the title of Aulum-
geer, in the year 1068 of the Mahummedan sera. From this period, A. D. 1657.

the memorable events of his whole reign are noticed, but the affairs

of Dekkan more particularly detailed in the following work.

' Of the proceedings of the imperialifls in Dekkan, during thefe A. H. 1060.

events, no notice is taken in the hiflory of Aulumgecr. It is proba- ^' D. 1658,

bk, they adled merely on the defenfive. Sultan Mahurhmud Mau-
zim was this year recalled by his father, and the ameer al amra,
Shaifteh Khan, appointed fbubahdar of Dekkan, with orders to flop

the progrefs of Sewajee.
1

'- The ameer al amra, after fomcllay at Auningabad, marched to A. tt. 1070.
reduce Jagneh, a ftrong fortrefs in poflefTion of Sewajee ; which he A.D. 1659.

took, and proceeded to Poonah, where he fixed his reiidence ; while
Vol. II. his

» There is one alfo in the third volume of Dew's hifloi^y of Hindooftan, nearly the
fame as Bernier's,
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A. H. 1072.

A. D. 1661.

i

his troops under Naumdaur Khan laid wade the country of the

rebel, who, though unequal to cope with the imperialifts in the

field, haralTed them frequently by night attacks and cutting off

their fupplies ; fo that their conqueft of feveral forts was but of

little ufe to the progrefs of their arms. :
'; • -

; '^-r-

Sewajee ftill continued to refill in Dekkan, and this year fignal-

ized hinifelf by a remarkable exploit at Poonah, where the ameer ai

amra yet refided. Having by his fpies learned that the navob and

his troops were lulled into carelefs fecurity, he one night, with a

fele<ft band of tried followers, after a forced march of forty miles,

entered the city, and pafling without alarm to the palace, mined his

paflage into the women's apartments, with fifteen of his companions.

The ameer al amra, awakened by the noife, ftarted up, and received

two wounds as he ran to call for help into an outer room ; but his

fon Abou Futteh was flain, and fome female fervants with him, be-

fore he could procure affiftance. At length, the guards arriving,

Sewajee made his efcape by the way he had entered, without lofing

a man. The ameer al amra attributing this furprize to the con-

nivance of Jefl!wunt Sing, his fecond in command, was fearful of

remaining longer at Poonah, and retired to Aurungabad; fi"om

whence he was recalled fbon after to court, and the prince Mahum-
mud Mauzim again fent to the government of Dekkan, which he

held for two years. During thefe, no memorable event occurs in

hiftory, and at the end of this period the prince was ordered to court.

A. H. 1075. Mirza Raja Jeyfing, who was fent governor of Dekkan on the

A. D. 1664. recall of the prince Mahummud Mauzim, immediately began opera-

tions againft Sewajee, who had extended his ufurpations over great

part of the Beejapore territories on the coaft of Malabar, and carried

his predatory incurfions as far as Surat, which he plundered of im-
menfe wealth, it being then the richeft feaport of the empire.

Mirza
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Mirza Raja, with his fecond in command, Dilleer Khan, after

having fuccefsfully repulfed the araiies of Sewajee, and laid wafte

his country, fat down before Poonadher, a ftrong fortrefs, which

the Mharatta, regarding as impregnable, had chofen for the afylum

of the women and treafures of himfelf and all his principal followers.

The imperialifts, by a refolute affault, having made themfelves

matters ofa redoubt, fituated on an eminence which commanded the

fort, Sewajee was reduced to the laft extremity. In this exigence,

he took the refolution of throwing himfelf on the mercy of his

enemy. To the furprize of the befiegers, he, with a few attendants

unarmed, appeared fuddenly at one of the outpofts, and demanded

to be conduced to the general. The Mirza Raja fent his own fon,

Keerut Sing, to accompany him to his prefence, with all the cufto-

mary honours due to his rank. The whole camp prefled in crowds

to fee this celebrated hero, and the Mirza Raja having come as far as

the door of his tent to meet him, after embracing, enquired the

occafion of his thus putting himfelf into his power.

Sewajee replied, that war was attended with the ruin of thoufands,

and crimes thus accumulated on both parties ; that he was at length

fenfible how heinous it was in him, the meaneft of flaves, to rebel

againft the orders of the king of kings, and that he now faw his own
intereft, and that of his family and country, to be in fubmiflion and
obedience to the emperor. That, regarding the Mirza Raja as his

father, he had thus of his own accord fled to his prefence, that he
might, through his paternal mediation and interceflion, obtain for-

givenefs and pardon for the crimes he had been guilty of, and
procure from his majefty fome honourable command, as that againft
Candahar, or any other equally important i that in cafe the Maha-
raja would lay the hand of paternal protection on his head, he would
immediately make an offering of twenty four of his forts, with the
countries dependant.

It

C 2 The
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The Maharaja, looking on this occurrence as a ^ili cf tk^ 4ivine

blefling, inftantly exchanged with him the adoption of father :^nxi

fon, ordered the march of victory to be beat, and informing Dilleer

Khan of Scwajee's fubmiffion, defired him to ceafe lyjftiliti^^ .The

Khan was at firfl offended that any capitulation had been made withojit

his confultation, and fent for anfwer, that as mufTulmauns had been

killed during the fiege, and a breach was effeded, alio a difpolition

made for the alTault, he would not confent to a peace until the fort

fliould be taken. The Mirza Raja the next morning, in order to

mollify the Khan's difpleafure, fent Sewajee with his fon Keerut

Sing to vifit him ; which compliment had the defired effed:, and he

withdrew his troops from the batteries. Sewajee the fame day fur-

rendered Poonadher to the imperial generals, and gave up the keys

of twenty four other forts to the Mirza Raja, who appointed kella-

daars to each, and fent off a petition in favour of Sewajee to the

fublime court.

A. H. 1075. Orders had before this been iffued to the Mirza Raja, that he
A. D. 1665. fliould immediately upon the redudion of Poonadher poffefs himfelf

of Beejapore. Sewajee alfo, after the imperial troops had taken

poffeffion of the places he had given up, and the difpatch of his

petition to the prefence, reprefented to the raja, that it was ufeleis

to remain inadtive with fuch a fine army until the arrival of an

anfwer, that, if he approved, he would join him to befiege Beeja-

pore, the fall of which would be a proof of his good fervices in the

eyes of his majefty. The raja accordingly having, belides the

cuflomary imperial donations, diftributed from his own treafury a

corore of rupees among the amras and troops, began his march with

an army of fifty fix thoufand horfe and foot. Syed Elias, from

Beejapore, advanced to meet him, with an army of eighty thouiand

men, and a defperate engagement occurred j in which the Beejapore

general being killed by a mufquet bullet, by Soopkerrun Bondela,

his army was defeated, and the imperial troops purfued the fugitives

tp

III
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tQ m^^^Ay^>?ooi§c>Qfr^h^'mty^ h\ii fom ^ox-thk a, great ib-arcity

o^lpro^iijQ^ |p«cv^iied;ia^ canaft, as the ca«my ha4 laid wafte the

c^Wilit^-^o^fti- aM.iiti^wms -ii^ fo e4rjry;;,fi»ppjies for a con-

^j^u^-fi^i^ }afig^^»jfm^iXo tiwit-i^ be^am^:4aay; more -difficult

XJ

:Wr sfn f'rj;^^

At thir time; aJfQi-ap/tv'ers arrived from,c^^,-^nd his majefty's

orders werejffuedj^^;^r5^waje€.flioi4d;T€ce^vB;^:lack of rupees from

the treafiirjc of Dekkafti ^nd |»fgceed^t© the imperial prefence. Fat-

teh_JiiflgKh*n,Mi[h9 was efeofting treifure from Aurungabad to the

Mirza Raja's camp, was attacked jby a large body of the enemy

between Porundeh and Sholapore. He made a gallant defence, but

was:iflain "itt. tj^, radion, and the ^Q^rif^^ and baggage fell into the

enemy"s-.hau^Sv The Mirza Raja hayic^ given alfurances of pro-

te<5ticai to the nobility of Becjapore, many chiefs came over to him,

wiitom he gratified with prefents and hswpurs in the emperor's name.

Having given Sewajec permiiSjon to retire to regulate his country,

previous to his going to the prefence, and ient with him Kallean

Sing, a commander of five hundred, the Mirza Raja retreated from

Nagpana, and cantoned for the rainy feafon at the refervoir of

KikeroGlk, Jtwdve cois from Porundeh. .

Sewajee having vifited his country, began his journey to the

imperial court. When he arrived at Aurungabad, he was attended

by five hundred noble horfe, i^legantity caparifoned, and about the

fame number of feled: and well accoutred infantry. The whpk city

came out of curiofity to meet him. Sufl!^ Shekun Khan, an ameer
of three thoufand and deputy governor, regarding Sewajee only in

the li^t of a Mharatta zemindar, fat himfelf, with the publick
inkers in full aiJembly, thinking that he would pay him the firft

vifit, and only lent his nephew to meet him without the city, and
condua him to his palace. But this affronted Sewajee, who turned
offdiredly to tl^ Mirza Raja's palace; and upon being told that

the
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the governor expected him in fall aflembly, afked angrily. Who is

SufFShekun Khan ? what office does he hold here ? and why has he

not come out to meet me ? Then, having difmiffed the nephew and

his train, he alighted at the palace. In the evening, SufF Shekiin

Khan and the publick officers came in ftate to vifit him, and he

received them at the foot of the carpets, and entered familiarly into

converfation. The next day Sewajee returned the vifit. The

deputy governor and other officers each entertained him, according

to their ability. He ftayed at Aurungabad till he had received the

bounty ordered from the treafury, and then proceeded on his journey

to court, where he arrived in fafety.

Sewajee, vsrhen introduced to the imperial prefence, did not meet

with the honours he expected. Being placed among the amras of

five thoufand, he afked, to what rank the fiiation was affigned ? and

being told, it was that allotted to the raja Ram Sing Sefodiah,

wept, and fainted away. Orders were given to carry him into the

court of the bathing apartments, where they fenned and fprinkled

him with rofe-water. Apparently, he was overcome by the fplendour

and magnificence of the imperial court ; but none were acquainted

with his real diforder. When he came to himfelf he begged to be

carried to the place appointed for his refidence; where being ar-

rived, he began to talk in a frantic manner, and pretended mad~

nefs, often crymg out, " Now fuch a criminal as I am have put

" myfelf into the talons of the eagle, why does he not quickly put
** me to death?"

it
^1.

U

Thefe mad efiiifions were related to his majefty, who ordered

that Ram Sing, fon to the Mirza Raja, fhould take care of him.

Shortly after this, agreeably to Sewajee's own requeft, it was repre-

fented to the emperor, that as he now had come to the prefence, he

defired that his attendants, who were ufed to Dekkan, and did not

chufe to live out of it, might have leave to return to their homes.

His

H
iiiL
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His 'maje% regarded this requeft as highly favourable to keeping

him ^t court without trouble, and permitted all his followers, except

his fon Sambah and a few of the principal perfons, to return to

Dekkan... ,.:..;.

: Before this, 5ewajee had made it a cuftom, every Thurfday to

diftribute among the poor, who crouded in great numbers to his gate

on this occafion, great quantities of paftry and fweetmeats, which

were brought in large bafkets, each of which required three or four

men to bear it ; and thefe, when emptied, were carried out again to

the confectioner's. Ram Sing had requefted that his people might

be recalled; and the guards of Folaud Khan, the city cutwal, were

then ordered to keep the watch over him. Sewajee by his generofity

So gained upon his keepers, that they were contented with feeing

him every morning and evening; after the laft of which vifits, he

conftantly retired to fleep, on pretence of illnefs. When every thing

was ripe for his intended plan, Sewajee, one Thurfday evening,

having acquainted his confidants of his defign, ordered a Have to

take his place on the bed, and leaving .the cuftomary attendants in

the room, emptied the fweetmeats, and putting his fon into one of

the balkets, laid himfelf in another, in which they were carried out

of the houfe. When he had got clear of the city, he mounted his

fon upon a forry horfe, and led the bridle himfelf on foot on the

Mutterah road. True it is, that ** the wife man does that without
" noife, which tt vaft army cannot efFed:." In the morning, the

guards not feeing him prefent himfelf as was cuftomary, were alarmed,
and gave intelUgence to Folaud Khan, who entering the bedchamber,
awaked the flave who occupied the place of Sewajee. He faid,

that he had been ordered to lie on his bed, which he had done fince

evening, but could give no farther account. The cutwal carried the
flave and feveral other perfons bound to his majefly; who ordered a
ftrift fearch to be made, and proclamations to be iffued in every
diftria of the empire, defcribing Sewajee, and ordering him to be

feized.

H
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feized, but all in vain. Terbeut Roy, the ftiperintendant of the

fpies, was difgraced for not having given information of the ftrata-

gem ; and Ram Sing, who had requefted the recall of his people

from the guard over Sewajee, was fufpe(5ted of a connivance, and

baniflied the court. The Mirza Raja was ordered to leave Dekkan,

as foon as relieved by the prince Mahumnniud Mauzim and the

Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing.
-.•.. ~ _. .

'-"
'

"

.y^
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Sewajee having arrived at Mutterah, ihaved his beard, inufta-

chios, and long fide locks, to difguife himfelf.- Committing his foil

to the charge of a bramin, who lay under many obligations to him,

with a promife of great rewards if he fhould conduct him in iafety

to Dekkan. He for the prefeht gave him fome jewels and gold

mhors for his expcnfes. He then travelled as a pilg^roV from Mut-

terlh, by the route of Aleahad andBenaras to Geiar; from whence,

after meeting two officers whom he had fent on before, he travelled,

accompanied by them, to Cuttac. Here, being mach fatigued, he

Tentttrcd to buy a forry horfe; hut,- not having filvW"ready to pay

for it, unguardedly opened a; pitrfe of gold. The news of his

efcape having reached this city, the owner of the horfe, who was
fufpicious at feeing a perfon in the drefs of a beggar with fomuch
money, iaid, " Surely you muft be Sewajee in difguife, ^ you offer

" fuch a fum for a fbrry ^rfe." Sewajee made no reply, but gave

him the purfe, and departed with all poffible ipeed to Jaggemaut

;

from whence, after performing the cullomary worfhip, he travelled

through Hyderabad to his own country. The bramin of Mutterah,

putting a girl's drefs on Sewajee's fon, then a boy wkh long fine

hair, and taking his wife in com^ny, -called him his daughter, and

brought him in fafety into Dekkan to his fether y -who rewarded

him fo generoufly, that he was ever after independant of tfie world.

The Mirza Raja having f^nt Dilleer Khan to colleft the tributes

of the zemindars of Chandna and Deogur, retired to pafs the rains

at

\-^
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at Aurungabad, untU the arrival of the prince to relieve him in the

government ; and about this time the emperor difapproved of feveral

promotions he had made of the Dekkan amras, who had come

over to the imperial fervice by his invitation from Beejapore, the

efcape of Sewajee having rendered his loyalty fufpeded by Aurung-

zebe.

The prince Mahummud Mauzim and Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing A. H. 1077.

advancing near, the publick officers of Dekkan went to meet the A. D. 1666.

prince as far as the pafs of Ferdapore, and the Mirza Raja to

Bullumreh, where he was honoured with an audience. On their

arrival at Aurungabad, fome days paffed in entertainments; when

the Mirza Raja, having taken leave, departed for court, but died

on the road, foon after his arrival at Boorahanpore, and left a world

in forrow for his lofs. There never was a prince among the Raaje-

pootes equal to him in accomplifliments. In pleafing manners, he

was unparalleled j in valour, fecond to no one ; and his g^ncrofity

reminded men of * Hatim Tai. He was completely learned in Hin-

dooeh, and underftood the Turkifh, Perfic, and Arabic languages.

*' He will never wholly die, who leaves behind him a good name."

When the raja was declared paft recove^, Deeraaje, his moonfhee

and manager of affairs, apprehending his deftru<flion from the Raaje-

pootes, to fave himfelf from their jealouiy took refuge with Daood
Khan Koreifliec, foubahdar of Boorahanpore, and became a mufful-

maun. On this account the Raajepootes were ftrongly fufpicious

that he had poifoned the raja, and his fon Keerut Sing wiflied

much to force him from Daood Khan to put him to a difgraceful

death ; but not finding an opportunity, after the funeral rites of
his father, continued his journey to court.

The emperor recalling Ram Sing, eldefl fon of the Mirza Raja,

who had been forbidden the court iince Sewajee's efcape, diftin-

VoL. H. D guifhed

» A celebrated Arabian chief.
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guiihed him by the title of raja, and put him in polTeffion of his

father's territories.

m13:

Sewajee, immediately upon his arrival in Kokun, affumed royal

titles and ftruck coins, detached different bodies to invade the royal

territories, plundered the feaport of Surat, the pergunnah of Kar-

inja, and took moft of the forts which he had delivered up at his

late fubmiffion. Some of the governors died in defence of their

commands, and every day news was brought to the prince of the.

lofs of one place or other. Sewajee attacking the fort of Maolee,

which was much in want of fupplies, and every hope of affiilance to

it cut off, was informed by the governor, Munnower Dafs, that he

and his garrifon were Raajepootes, who would facrifice their lives

man by man, rather than give up the place. Sewajee was re-

iblved to perlift ; and one night five hundred of his beft troops, well

acquainted with the private paths, marched fuddenly to the fort,

and fixed ladders to the walls, by which, they afcended ; but the

garrifon, who were upon the watch day and night, were ready to

receive them, and put a great number to the fword ; upon which

the reft relinquifhed the attack. Sewajee, upon this failure, raifed

the fiege, and attacked Ouzbuk Khan, the tannadar of Kallean

Beemrah, who, with many of his followers, after a gallant refift-

ance, attained the honour of martyrdom, and the furvivors fled in

a wretched condition to Aurungabadj but Munnower Dafs kept

poiTeffion of the fort, and fent exprefs accounts of the fituation of

affairs to the prince. '

Daood Beg Khan Koreifliee was fent to his affiftahce, with flip-

plies for the garrifons ; and after relieving Munnower Dafs, and

throwing in fome fmall quanties of provifions to different forts,

retreated. Sewajee again attacked Maolee, and carried it by an

affault, in which the new governor, Aliverdi Khan, was flain. Soon

after this, he pofTeffed himfelf of all the newly ceded garrifons, as

alfo
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alfo of the fort of Aoont, which had long been in the imperial

poffeflion. Dilleer Khan, having collected a confiderable tribute

from Chandna and Deogur, was ordered to carry the treafure to

Aurungabad, where he had the honour of an audience from the

-prince. As Raow Kerrun, the zemindar of Bikkaneer, an ameer

of two thoufand, and fome time kelladaar of Dowiutabad, had

lately been very negledful in the imperial aiFairs, and his ill condud:

had reached the ears of his majefty, his fon, who had quarrell^

with his father, thought this a proper time for revenge, and ob-

tained the grant of the zemindaree of Bikkaneer for himfelf. Raow
Kerrun upon this, grew daily more and more neglecStful j and being

at this period detached with Dilleer Khan, not only refufed to obey

his orders, but as his revenue was flopped, he, for want of money,

made a pradice of robbing in the camp with his Raajepootes at

night, and had the audacity to plunder fome villages on the march.

Dilleer Khan having proofs of this, and dreading that, if his info-

lence was unnoticed, he might proceed to excefles which would
alfo endanger his fame, wrote complaining letters of him to court ;

which were anfwered by orders to put him to death, or confine

him, if he harboured farther evil intentions. The vaqueel of Raow
Bhaow Sing Arrah, having obtained intelligence of this order at

court, wrote it immediately to his mafter at the camp of Dilleer

Khan.

'9

The morning after the receipt of the order, Dilleer Khan, under
pretence of going to hunt, paffed near the tents of Raow Kerrun,
to whom he fent word that much game was furrounded in the toils,

and invited him to come and fhare in the amufement. The Raow,
equally carelefs of every thing, and unmindful of the deceit in-
tended, quickly mounted his elephant, and came out attended by a
few Raajepootes to the Khan; when luckily for him, Raow Bhaow
Sing, who had heard of his going, rode up quickly with his fol-
lowers, and, by drawing his friend from among the Khan's troops,

^2
f^^,^^
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faved his life. Dilleer Khan was defeated in his defigfl, and rod<5

on towards Aurungabad, where the two raows alfo arrived fome

hours after him. .. '
r

II

ii!

The manners of Dilleer Khan not being agreeable to the prince

or Maharaja JeiTwunt Sing, they detached him for the punifhment

of the enemy towards Zuffirabad Bieder, and the raows, agreeably

to the prince's orders, remained at Aurungabad.

A. H. 1078. Sewajee now entertaining defigns of fubduing the countries de-
A. D. 1667. pendant on Beejapore, and wanting to fupply his garrifons with

provifions, which he could not eafily do while invaded, wrote to

the Maharaja, that had not the emperor flighted his fervices, he

had intended to offer them againft Candahar ; that he had made his

efcape only through fear of his life, but now, (his patron, the

Mirza Raja, being dead) if, by his interceflion, Jeffwunt Sing

could procure a pardon for his late offences, he would fend his fon

Suntah to the prince, that he might be promoted to a munfub, and

ferve wherever there was occafion. He wrote alfo in this humble

manner to the prince ; who, as well as the Maharajah, applied to

court in his favour, and their requefts met with ,the royal com-

pliance.

Sewajee upon this, diipatched his fon Suntah to Aurungabad,

under the care of Pertaub Sing, a principal chief, efcorted by a

thoufand horfe; and, after an audience of the prince, he was

honoured by the munfub of five thoufand, a prefent of an elephant,

and arms fet with jewels, as alfo a jaghire in the province of Berar,

to which he detached one half of his force, and kept the other

attendant on his perfon. After fome time, Sewajee requeffed that

his fon might be fent home, as he was then a child, promifing that

he Ihould be difpatched to court, when of age to adt in the royal

fervice. This was complied with, and a party of the Maharaja's

troops
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troops efcorted him to his father, while Pertaub Sing remained at

the prince's court. SufFeh Khan Bukh/hi of Dekkan laid before his

majefty a lift of the munfubdaujrs created by the ameer al amra, the

Maharajah, and the Mirza Raja ]ey Sing. Many were difplaced, but

fome deigned to accept of inferior ranks, and others were reftored at

the requeft of the prince. The reft went over to the fervjce of

Sewajee, who gladly received them.

When intelligence of this defertion reached Aurungzebe, and it

appeared that SufFeh Khan had much oppreffed the munfubdaurs of

Dekkan, among whom were fbme old fervants of the throne, he

was much difpleafed, and this nobleman was ordered to the prefence.

He had alfo confifcated the receipts of fome parts of Suntah's jag-

hire, as a payment of the lack of rupees Sewajee had received from

the treafury on his going to court. This circumftance being made
known to Sewajee, who had now conquered much of the Beeja-

pore country, and amply fupplied all his forts with provifions, he

recalled Pertaub Sing from Aurungabad, who left it immediately,

and the oiher part of his force in the jaghires plundered the diftridis,

and went off in fpite of a force which was fent in purfuit, but could

not overtake them.

21

Sewajee, during this truce, punifhed a whole tribe vvith death,

who had rebelled againft his father Sahjee in Mudkul, and de-

livered him up to the refentment of the Beejapore government,

by which he was condemned to be buried alive for withholding the

revenues of Tanjore, but faved at the interceffion of Rundowlah
Khan, the minifter of Ali Adil Shaw. Sahjee, penetrated with

gratitude for this fervice, being fet at liberty and reinftated in his

employments, vilited his fon. Sewajee, notwithftanding his remon-

ftrances, ran ten miles on foot by the ftde of his palanquin j and

on his alighting at his palace feated him on the mufhud ; while he

himfelf took his ilippers, and Itood among the menial attendants.

Sahjee
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Sahjee fpent two months with his fon and firfl wife, in mutual

interchanges of affedion. Sewajee on this occafion obtained- the

deferved applaufe of all mankind, for his conduit to a parent, who
had hitherto, from his birth, fhewn him no marks of affedion, but

rather treated him as an alien of the family, Sahjee, after this

viiit, joined his patron Rundowlah Khan, in reducing the refrac-

tory zemindar of Sonedeh Bidenore ; at which place he died, by a

fall from his horfe in hunting. A fplendid maufoleum was eretSted

to his memory.

Sewajee obliged the fultan of Beejapore to pay him a tribute

of three, and the king of Golconda the fum of four, lacks of pago-

das. He had now formed a confiderable fleet, with which he

infeiled the coafts, and blocked up Dunda Rajapore, held by the

Siddees, who adted as admirals of the few fhips of Aurungzebe, to

protedl the trade of Surat and the coafts, for which they enjoyed

large penflons.

About this time a favourite eunuch belonging to AH Adil Shaw
of Beejapore, being difgufted at his fovereign, came over to the

prince at Aurungabad. Adil Shaw wrote repeated requefts that he

fhould be fent back, agreeing, in cafe of compliance, to give up

the fort of Sholapore, and make a valuable offering. The prince

fending intelligence of this to court, his majefty ordered that Geaus
ad Dien Khan fhould go to Beejapore, to determine and collect the

offering, and Eeruch Khan be appointed to the government of Sho-
lapore, after which the eunuch fhould be fent back. This was

accordingly done. This year the prince's mother came to Dekkan
on a vifit to her fon, by the emperor's orders, to advife him to

continue firm in his allegiance 3 fome fufpicions having arifen that

he meditated independance.

Dilleer

il
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DUlecr Khan, who had marched againft the Mharattas, pur- A. H. 1079.

fued them as far as Batterree, when an order of recall arrived, A. D. 1668.

commanding him to repair to Aurungabad; but on account of his

difagreement with the Maharaja, he was apprehenfive for his fafety,

and delayed. This being reprefented in a heinous light, he was

accuied of rebellion to the emperor, who difpatched Iftikhar Khan,

by poft ftages, to enquire into the caufe of his not vifiting the

prince; and. if, on examination, it fhould appear to be rebellion, to

bring him by force, and adl as circumftances might require, even to

the putting him to death, if judged necelTary. MultufFut Khan,

brother to Iftikhar Khan, incited by friendfhip to Dilleer Khan,

wrote him advice to be wary how he fliould vifit the prince ; which

encreafed the apprehenfions he had before entertained of treachery.

Iftikhar Khan being arrived at Aurungabad, wrote to Dilleer

Khan, that his refufal to vifit the prince having been reprefented to

the emperor, he was difpatched exprefs to enquire the caufe ; there-

fore, it would be proper that he flibuld march nearer to the city,

in order to give him an opportunity of examination. Dilleer Khan
having encamped within three cofs of Aurungabad, was vifited by

Iftikhar Khan, who gave him much encouragement and affurances

of fafety. Dilleer Khan in reply told him he apprehended treachery

;

upon which the other took an oath that there was none intended ;

when the Khan fhowed him his brother's letter, which being

original, left him without doubt of the Maharaja's deceit. It was
now judged advifeable that Dilleer Khan, under pretence of illnefs,

fhould continue his operations without viliting the prince. He ac-

cordingly moved with his troops in fearch of the enemy, and Iftikhar

fent the account of his brother's information to court. The prince

and Maharaja now wrote, that Dilleer Khan had drawn his head
from the collar of obedience ; and extending the hand of rapine
wherever he went, his Afghauns plundered the country. This news
was put into all the papers of Dekkan j and Dilleer Khan, not

, thinkins:
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thinking it fafe to remain, marched with intentions to proceed to

court; upon which the prince wrote again to the prefence, that he
was going with evil defigns, and a fjrmaun came not to permit him j

when the prince began to levy troops to oppofe his paffage.

The prince having colIe6ted about fixty thoufand horfe. In the

height of the rains marched from Aurungabad to punifh Dilleer

Khan -, who, all his people included, had not more than five thou-

fand. The prince alfo induced Sewajee to join him by promifes of

favour, and encamped about fifteen cofs from Boorahanpore, and

three from the ferry of Hanuck, over the river Taptee, intending to

crofs and proceed to the city of which Daood Khan was foubahdar.

Orders were fent to procure boats for the pafi!age of the army,

when Daood Khan reprefented, that Dilleer Khan was then fixty

cofs diftant, and had not crofled the river ; that to procure boats at

fo fhort a warning was impoffible, but that in the time which muft

be expended, if the prince waited for them, he might efFe<3:ually

finifh the expedition. The prince replied, that he did not chufe

to march fuch a diftance through bad roads j befides, if Dilleer

Khan fhould crofs the river before him, the trouble would be

thrown away; he therefore thought it beft to proceed with the

army to Boorahanpore, and, by waiting there, to effectually block

up the road. Daood Khan fufpefting, from this determination,

that a rebellion was on foot, and having informed Raow Bhaow
Sing of his conjedlures, agreed with him, that if the prince fhould

attempt to crofs the river, they would oppofe him. The prince and
Maharaja JefTwunt Sing perceiving Daood Khan's alarms, attempted

to lure him to an interview, with defign to make him a prifbner

;

but he, being experienced, did not throw himfelf into their fnares.

Dilleer Khan reprefented to the prefence, that the prinde and Maha-
raja, entertaining rebellious defigns, had falfely accufed him of dif-

afFecftion, merely to have a pretence for levying troops j upon which

the

If
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the emperor ordered Kokultafh Bahadur Khan, foubahdar of

Guzarat, to proceed with Kbottub ad Dien Khan and the troops

under him to Oogein, beyond which he fhould not allow the prince

to pafs. A fecond order foon after arrived for him to take Dilleer

Khan with him when he returned to Guzarat. Meer Houfleinee

was fent from the prefence with two firmauns ; the firfl of which

was direded to Dilleer Khan, ordering him to Bahadur Khan's camp i

and the fecond to the prince and Maharaja, commanding them to

return to Aurungabad. The imperial commands were immediately

obeyed, as the Maharaja, who had tempted the prince to difloyalty

was afraid, and the prince did not chufe to a(5t with open difreiped:

to his father. Soon after this, Sewajee again plundered the town of

Surat, and the prince fent orders to Daood Khan to intercept his

retreat.

H

Daood Khan, having paid his compliments to the prince, de- A.H. io8r.

parted in purfuit of Sewajee, and foon had intelligence, that after A.D.1&70.

plundering Surat, he had laid wafte the country in the vicinity of
the fort of Aurung, named alfo Multeher, which he was watching
for an opportunity to furprize. Meflengers foon after this brought

intelligence that Sewajee, hearing of the approach of the royal

army, had pafled by this fort, and was haftening to gain the pafs

of Kunchenah Munchenah ; upon which Daood Khan marched im-
mediately for Chandour, which lay in that road, and Bakee Khan,
who had been obliged to retire into the fort from this town, on
account of the prefTure of the enemy, came to vifit him. About
midnight the fpies brought word, that Sewajee had gone through
the pafs of Kunchenah Munchenah, from whence he had taken the
road to Goolfhunabad i leaving a force in the pafs to proted: thofe
who had fallen in the rear from fatigue and other caufes. It was
full moon, and Daood immediately marched in purfuit, with fuch
hafte, that the little baggage he had fell behind; and towards
morning, it growmg dark, part of the troops miftook the road,
V^'^-"- E . and
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?i!ul ("ejjftfAted from the re(t Akhkift Khan, wh© eomrmftd^ «h#

advttnc(3d gv»«i^, hrtving gained an emifteiiGej, at daylight d^fcfkd H

b<3dy t)f the MhatAttrtM I
upon which he ordered his people to pre-

pare i but, betbre they were ready, he, from the mfliflfefs of youth,

with a fniall nonibcf, charged the enemy, who Were ftot life than

eleven fhotitj^n.l hdrfr. biit paid deaf fbr his impatience, and was

iev-erely wcitrndrd. When D^ood Khan came to the height, and

beheld the jniprudeiKc of Akhla.ifs Khan, he detached a reinforce-

ment, and h;i(Vencd to .1 ruined village, where leaving the elephant

RArf!4 And dtutu bearers, who were tired, under Ibrahim Khart

Punnee, with inflrudions to keep with him the rear and baggage

a? thev came up, he proceeded. The advanced troops foon en*

ctaged with the enemy, and at firfl many of the imperial officers

were wounded ; but ui Icngtii, Roy Muckrind and Bliaun Peroheet

di'ovc them oti" with the cannon, and Daood Khan arriving, after

tiking up Akhlaals Khan from the ground, purfued them, when a

\TAi-m aftion enfued, in which many of the royal troops fell. The

Mharattu^, acct^niing to their cuitom, attacked on all quarters, but

great numbers of them being killed by the cannon fhot, the reft fled

in confuUon. D.iood Khan had not with him at this time more

than a tlioul'and horfc i and though the enemy made a fccond

attack towards nightfall, he conduced himfelf fo gallantly as again

to detcat them ; alter which he ordered up the baggage, and took

proper care of tlie wounded officers and men. The next day, he

marched to Goollhunabad, and fent the wounded on to Aurungabad.

Certain news arriving of the Mharattas having retreated to Kokun,

he halted about a month; after which he moved the camp to

Ahmednuggur, where he received letters from his fon Hummeed
ad Dien Khan, his deputy in the government of Boorahanpore,

that the Mharattas Vi'ith a very large force meditated an attack upon
the city, which he was preparing to defend, but ample and fpeedy

amilance was neceflary. Daood Khan moved inftantly ; and on
hearing that the enemy had plundered Bahadurpore, within two

miles
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miles of the city, redmMed hk fpeed j hm fm hh affri^al *t Fef-

dap<>fe ifltel%efiG« w»5 btooght l>ir«* l>i^ they had f©e?e*fe<i t<5-

WAfd* BufiellAna, wp*^ whk^ he *lf«^id bis fc^le to patfe^* T>;e

enemy plttfidered the tfr^n of Molteher, nraisr fh« fort <rf Acisr^ii*

gh«f, &nd then be/kged Swlfeiftgjwf, <5^*Kftri6% mtmd ga#««?v

27

D4of>a Khiirt nrrWtd M Mak«fher dbewl ei^t o'cJock at n*^ti»

after a forced march, bwt the bs^g^ge did fi^ mme apv Rc*' a^
a great number of the fepay^, nmU the ^e:«5 ^y» I^e ''^-e left

the baggage, and the next monjjf*g, before foiftfifig, sso^red t-s cfee

relief of Saihcer ; but bef<»fe he had adtratfsced fe#, h«85«rk*g tkxt m.

had been uken, he fetumedt md feaked fcftse ^s; a^^ ^wfeklat,

fccurmg his baggage at the paf* €)f Kt^n^mmh Mxmch&rah, he tare-

pared to follow the enemy wirii ifoeed, wh& were pfcmderifigf or ail

quarters. Mecr %ed at the f«*t €»f T^^pefe^laffir is SsfStff, hestfia^

of a body of the cnany collected iri ttse a&i^ihcmhmd, maiscbcd

upon them in the night, and pat fevca hsissaaj'cci te the ^G^di, Ac
thi'. time, the emperor being moch difpisafed 24 the 'M cmih>^

of the Maharaja Jefiw?irjt Sffig, in e^^itsig enmisy betx^wm ifhe

prince and Dilleer Khan, rscalkd Kitn from EfekJbm, 22al (Spj^eif^d

him to Guzarat, feuding in his roemi. Loha^ Msbs^bai: Kkem., hn
of the celebrated Mahabtu Khan J^saora^Bcree. This isn^^, <iitay

the death of his late ma]e%, Idt o^ hcsem^ 1^ fflc^xaras a^^al,

only at twelve o'clock at mgfef and sf dsyfereai: he &encksi it «.

fhort time, merely oat of cool T^ipe6t: ta tii^e rgf^yro^ mcnarGfe' i b:r.

during the time ofmarchrog-, wn<KL rt vsr^. ncttciiflncsirv. n.'^tn fee-

ling out until hh arrival ar thic grociMi, Iebs; eCssliaiiitf drims ire^tr

ceafed, and at every vxro mikj? cjtie l^ad IseaJ c£ tLe ncbiit tjoh

founded. \^'n€n he alighted, a ^j-esrs^ ^cfcanrs -f t£.e irtiHerr

was given. This difpiea^n^z Ai^rnE-gzebe, £,e Wi5 rscxSed. rrim- die
government of Cabcl to the lyrzitrc^, 2nd gPmrttT lisr crtier'^ trr

command the army in Dekb?-, He hid tfir^i tLciiSnd iorlii-
hold troops, his own deoetsiiat-? . D-i'^zii Kb r^*|=T«*-r7*
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A. Ht 1082,

A, D. 1671.

his fecond, was difgufted, and requefled to be recalled. Mahabut,

after paying his refpefts to the prince at Aurungabad, joined the

army at Chandour, where he was vifited by Daood Khan, who,

though an ameer of five thoufand, was not treated by him with

much attention; which encreafed that nobleman's difgufl, and

raifed it into enmity ; but as the imperial affairs were in queftion,

and dependant on their agreement, he did not chufe to fhew it

openly.

It was determined that, prior to engaging in other fervice, the

fort of Aoont, which Sewajee had reduced, fhould be retaken.

Accordingly, Mahabut Khan carried on his approaches on one fide,

and Daood Khan on others, fo as to form a blockade. The bat-

teries played for a whole month, when a breach being made on the

fide of Mahabut Khan, the befieged, terrified at the dangers of a

florm, applied to Daood Khan, who let them pafs from the fort

through his entrenchments, and fending his own men, took pofl'ef-

fion of the place. Mahabut Khan, as this was done without his

knowledge, was much offended, and their mutual hatred grew to

the greateft pitch. The fort being properly garrifoned, the army
marched to Ahmednuggur, and then cantoned for the rainy feafon

in. the pergunnah of Balneer ; but Daood Khan, agreeably to his

petition, was recalled to the prefence.

Mahabut Khan, during the months of the rains, ipent his time

in a continual round of feflivity, giving no attention to publick

affairs or the punifhment of the enemy ; and the army was cor-

rupted by his luxury and indolent example. He had brought in his

train to Dekkan, four hundred dancing girls, drolls, and mimics
of Cabul and Lahore, who were daily rewarded by prefents and
favours. It at lafl reached the emperor's ear, that Mahabut Khan
was in fecret combination with Sewajee, whom he did not pufh to

fuch extremities, nor punifh, as he had it in his power to do.

Upon
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Upon this, he was recalled to court, and Kokultafh Khan ap-

pointed in his ftead, who, with Dilleer Khan Afghaun, Koottub

ad Dien Khan, and others, coming from Guzarat, agreeably to the

imperial orders, immediately befieged the fort of Sultanghur, de-

taching for this purpofe Akhlaafs Khan Meana, Raow Amir Sing

Chunderaowt, with their own and other troops. Kokultafh Khan

marched to within fix cofs of Ahmednuggur to meet Mahabut

Khan, who after the interview departed for court. Intelligence

now arrived, that the enemy had attacked Akhlaafs Khan, who,

with Mohukkum Sing, fon of Raow Amir Sing Chunderaowt,

being badly wounded, were taken prifoners. The raow himfelfi

with many others, falling in the action, the royal forces were de-

feated, and all the baggage fell into the hands of the vidtors.

Bahadur Khan, upon this, marched day and night to overtake

them, but upon his arrival at Noleher in Buggellana, learned that

they had fafely retreated to Kokun with all their plunder,

A body of Afghauns in the fervice of Dilleer Khan having
committed great irregularities, and kaied a traveller, Bahadur Khan
endeavoured to bring the murderers to puniihment, but they could
not be apprehended, as they always fkreened each other; upon
which Bahadur Khan, by way of example, to deter them for the
future, drew out his artillery; but they, difregarding this, began
to throw rockets, when he ordered the cannon to fire, and abont fix
hundred of the Afghauns were in an inftant laid dead on the plain.
The prince Mahummud Mauzim was recalled from the govern-
ment of Dekkan, and Bahadur Khan appointed to fucceed him.
Namdaur Khan, the fon of Jafiier Khan, was entrufted with the
care o± the country of Buggellana. Jadoo Terrai Dekkannee and
beedee HuUall Khan were difpatched to proteft Goollliunabad and
prevent the Mharattas from entering the country on that quarter.

29

The
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*

The prince Mahummud Mauzim having fhewn great favour to,

and having an affectionate regard for, Mohin Sing, fon of Raow
Kerrun, on this account he was much envied by the prince's fer-

vants, who were daily feeking for an opportunity to difgrace him.

It happened that a tame deer, belonging to Mahummud Shaw, the

meer tozuk, efcaping from his keeper, flrayed into Mohin Sing's

court, and was brought to him by his fervants. He, not knowing

whofe it was, and feeing it a fine animal, ordered it to be kept.

The next morning, when Mohin Sing was fitting in the hall of

audience with other attendants, before the prince's entrance, Ma-
hummud Shaw came up to him, and began to cavil. Though
Mohin Sing repeatedly afiiired him that he would return the deer

as foon as he went home, this did not fatisfy him ; and advancing

to the feat, he exclaimed, ** Send for it here inftantly, or I will

** not let you rife." Mohin Sing, upon this, being much en-

raged, clapping his hand to his fabre, got up quickly, and a ren-

contre enfued, in which they each received feveral wounds. At

length, fome of the prince's fervants ruflied together on Mohin

Sing, who, being weak firom lofs of blood, leaned againft a pillar

of the hall, when an armourbearer gave him another wound on the

head, and he fainted away on the ground; but his fervants now
gathered round him, and prevented his receiving further hurt.

Puddum Sing, his elder brother, who was fitting in another part

of the hall, hearing of his being wounded, now ran up, and with

one ftroke of his fabre finifhed Mahummud Shaw ; upon which the

prince's fervants ran confufedly out of the balcony, and others threw

themfelves headlong into the area. Puddum Sing flood over the

body of Mahummud Shaw, refolved to kill any one who fhould

attempt to take it away j when a number of Raajepootes, belong-

ing to him and his brother, entered the hall with a palanquin, into

which they put Mohin Sing, not yet dead, and were advanced on

the way out as far as the flation of the rocket men, when the prince

entered the hall, but, feeing all in confufion, inftantly retired, and

ordered

:w
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ordered ftrid fearch to be rnade for the murderer of Mohin Sing,

but his domeftics concealed him. Puddum Sing, fufpefting that

the prince might be difpleafed and order him to be apprehended,

refolved to die in that cafe on the ipot, and therefore continued

{landing, until raja Roy Sing Sefodia, an ameer of five thoufand,

came and carried him in fafety to Mohin Sing's houfe.

Mohin Sing breathed his lail on the road home, and his women
burned themfelves alive with the corpfe. The prince was much
afFed:ed with grief; but, though he made much enquiry, never

could find out the murderer.

31

. Sewajee at this time, having made a peace with the king of

Hyderabad, and received promifes and afliirances to his perfeft

fatisfadlion, went to vifit him. Adna Pundit, the king's miniller,

though a man of great policy and cunning, and a rival of Sewajee

in intrigue, was deceived by his fuperior art. It was agreed that,

joining forces, they fhould march againft the Becjapore fultan, and

divide what country they might conquer between them, and after-

wards expel the Moguls fi-om Dekkan. Their firft operation was

planned againft Tanjawer, a zcmindaree belonging to Angojee,

Sewajee's half brother, tributary to Beejapore.

Sewajee accordingly, having received a great fum of money
and large reinforcements of troops from Hyderabad, marched for

Tanjawer, and wrote to Angojee to come and meet him. Angojee,

not dreaming of his brother's treachery, came firom Tanjawer to

Jinjee, agreeably to his requeft -, and they had an interview, at

which Sewajee demanded the treafures which their father Sahjee,

he faid, had left to him. Angojee, now feeing no way for efcape

but by chicane, humbly told his brother, that the fort of Tan-
jawer, the country, and every thing he had, was at his fervice;

which declaration fatisfied Sewajee, who fuppofed he had his brother

in
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in his power, and that he could get from him what he pleafed ; but

for once he was deceived. Angojee having returned to his tents,

fled the fame night, with a few confidential fervants, for Tanjawer,

where he arrived in twenty hours from Jinjee, which is diftant one

hundred and twenty miles from that fort. Sewajee upon this

plundered his brother's camp; and having gotten pofleffion of Jinjee

by treachery, as alfo of fbme other forts belonging to Beejapore and

Hyderabad, into which he put his own garrifons, retreated, and then

fent back the Hyderabad troops to their own country. Baliaduf

Khan hearing of the meeting between Sewajee and the king of

Hyderabad, marched into his territories ; and having exafted the

payment of a large fum of money as a fine, returned to Ahmed-
nuggur; where he remained fome time, and then encamped for. the

rains at the great tank of Ferrah Baug. Akhlaafs Khan Meana,

Mohukkum Sing, and others who had been wounded and taken

prifoners at Sultanghur, being now releafed, joined the camp at

Ahmednuggur ; and having paid their refpe(fts to Bahadur Khan,

were re-eftabliflied in their different ranks. Jadoo Terrai Dekkan-

nee and Seedee HuUall, who had been fent for the protecftion of

Goolfhunabad, having been reprimanded harfhly by Bahadur Khan

on the Mharattas entering their neighbourhood, in refentment,

deferted to Sewajee's army. As the Mharattas had invaded the

imperial territories, Bahadur Khan marched from Ahmednuggur,

and, leaving moft of his baggage in the fort of Candahar, ad-

vanced with all fpeed in purfuit of the enemy to the fort of Ram^
geer, where he learned that they had left that place two days

before, after plundering the town and carrying away fome of the

wives of the inhabitants priibners. The khan, arriving in the

vicinity of Hyderabad, plundered and laid wafte fome places, at the

inftigation of Dilleer Khan. Intelligence was brought, that the

enemy, who had been at Ramgeer, were now divided into two

^
bodies, one of which had paffed on the borders of the Hyderabad
territories into their own country, and the other near Terk Chandeh

were
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were plundering the imperial poffeffions, Bahadur Khan difpatched

Dilleer Khan, Koottub ad Dien Khan, and other chiefs, after the

enemy, who had retreated homewards, and marched in purfuit of

the other body himfelf; fending Bakee Khan and Futtaeh Khan

with the artillery and baggage to Aurungabad. He came up with

and engaged the enemy at a pafs near the fort of Antour. Raja

Shujaun Sing Bondela, and his brother Inder Mun, with the Mogul

cavalry, formed the advanced guard. The enemy flood firm for

fome time, till Soopkerrun Bondela charged the grand body in con-

jundlion with the troops of Balcheram; when, after a fhort ftruggle,

they fled, and the royal army purfuing them till night, took much

fpoil and many horfes, which had been feized from merchants, to

whom they were moftly reftored. Bahadur Khan marched the

next daythrough the pafs of Antour, and the day after refolved to

reach Aurungabad, which was fixteen cofs diilant. A few ofiicers,

who had rode on before, fell in with fome thoufands of the enemy,

and defended themfelves on an eminence till the army came up,

when they fled, and Soopkerrun Bondela purfued them for fome

cofs, and killed above four hundred, taking much plunder : hisJon
Raow Dulput was wounded. The next day Bahadur Khan arrived

with the army at Aurungabad, and encamped fome time in the

neighbourhood of that city. He conferred prefents of horfes and

arms on his gallant oflicers, and, in return for their fervices, re-

commended them to his majefty for promotion to higher rank. He
next marched from Aurungabad to Satterah Batterah, thirty cofs

diftant, where he encamped. Dilleer Khan, with his detachment,

had purfijed the enemy as far as the fort of Merrooje in Beejapore,

when he returned with much plunder taken from them. As the

Mharattas had for the two lafl fpring harvefls made incurfions into

Khandefhe through the hills of Ballaghaut, Bahadur Khan caufed
redoubts to be erefted in each pafs, and artillery, with proper
guards, to be flationed in them. Accordingly, they were built at
the following places; Ferdapore, Loondapore, Mulkapore, KufTo-
Vol. 11. F
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ree, Raujdehr, Laknehwara, Deogam, Rajorah, DUleerporc, and

three or four other places.

This year died Koottub al Moolk, fultan of Hyderabad ; and,

leaving behind him no male children, was fucceeded by Abou
HoufTun, who had married his eldeft daughter } a perfon of a mofl:

debauched charadter ; but, to the furprize of all, upon his acceflion

to the throne he threw off every bad habit, and became both an

excellent man and prince. According to cuftom, he fent am-

bafladors to the imperial court with proper offerings, which were

received, and a gracious firmaun returned in anfwer.

Mahabut Khan, on his arrival at court from Dekkan, was ap-

pointed a fecond time to the government of Cabul ; but again

difplaced in a fhort time after, and died on the road in his way

to the prefence. He was a chief poffefTed of true nobility, and a

great encourager of brave foldiers, of whom he had always a fine

houfehold body. He had a reliance on the Raajepootes, in pre-

ference to the Moguls, Shekhs, or Afghauns ; and, when in Dek-

kan, had about a thoufand of the former with him, to whofe

charge he always trufled the guard of his haram and fleeping apart-

ments. Bahadur Khan beflowed a munfub and other honours on

Beejajee Naick, a capital zemindar of Dekkan, whofe fon had

married Sewajee's daughter, and was a chief of great gallantry

and reputation.

Bahadur Khan, learning that the Mharattas were colleding in

the neighbourhood of Poonah, left his baggage at Chummar Koon-

dah, and by forced marches came up with and gave them a fignal*

defeat, in which Soopkerrun Bondela behaved with particular gal-

lantry. He then moved to Burragaum, twenty cofs diflant from

Ahmednuggur, on the banks of the Beemrah, a river feparating

the Hyderabad territories from thcfe of Beejapore, and which has

its
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its fource from the mountains of Kokun at a place called Bhamean

Sunkree, near the fort of Loeghur. Here Bahadur, to perpetuate

his memory, built a fort and ereded a magnificent palace, which

he called Bahadur Ghur. Dulput Roy Bondela was promoted

to the rank of three hundred, and the fons of Bahadur Khan,

Mirza Houflun and Mirza Mhouffun, were honoured with the

titles of khan. Inder Mun Bondela was appointed to command

the ftation of Goolfhunabad. Sutterfal, the fon of Chumput Bon-

dela, difgufted at not finding promotion, and being in diftreffed

circumftances, went over to Sewajee ; but, as he placed little con-

fidence in the people of Hindooftan, after fhewing him fome civilities,

he gave him his difmiffion i upon which, finding himfelf without

refource, he returned to his own country, where, colle<5ting his

dependants, he raifed a rebellion, and poflTefTed himfelf of great

part of the zemindai-ee.

35

#

About this time died Ali Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore, whofe

anceftors were defcendants of the emperors of Turky. EufuiF, a

prince of the Ottoman family, was entnifted by his mother to the

care of a merchant, through fear of the brother, then emperor.

The merchant coming to Damaun brought the young prince with

him, and from thence travelled to Dekkan, where, fortune be-

friending his charge, he founded the kingdom of Beejapore, ililing

himfelf EufufF Adil Shaw, and eredted the citadel of Beejapore,

which bears his name. Ali was fucceeded by his fon Secunder, an

infant. Khouafs Khan Hubfhee, a favourite of his father's, was

entrufted with his education and the command of the fort. Abd al

Kerreem Meana, the fon of Abd al Raheem, fon of Belole Khan,

(who, in the reign of the late emperor Shaw Jehaun, had followed

the fortunes of Khan Jehaun Lodi, and efcaped with him from
Agra, upon his death entering firft into the fervice of the king of
Hyderabad, and afterwards of the Beejapore prince, who raifed him
to high rank) commanded the minor king's armies.

F 2 On
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On the death of Ali Adil Shaw, Sev^ajee, intending to reduce

the country, and marry his fon Saoibah to the daughter of Ruftam
Raow, with royal fplendour and magnificence, in order to divert

from him the imperial arms, that he might be at liberty to exe-

cute his defigns, began to intrigue for that purpofe. He difmiffed

Jadoo Terrai and Hullall Khan, who had deferted to him from the

imperial army, telling them he could not keep them, as be now
meant to afk for peace. Thefe chiefs having at the interceffion of

Soopkerrun Bondela been pardoned by Bahadur Khan, returned to

his camp. Sewajee now fent deputies, with prefents of an ele-

phant and many rarities, to Bahadur IChan, requefting a truce, till

through his intereft forgivenefs of his crimes from the emperor

could be ratified; upon the arrival of which, if the Khan would

fend his eldeft fon to condud: him, he would fubmit to his clemency.

Bahadur Khan, not aware of his intriguing craft, confented to a

truce, and immediately fent oiF an exprefs to the emperor, then at

Houffun Abdal on the borders of Cabul, which arrived at court in

thirteen days. A firmaun was ilTued in reply, that he ftiould be

cautious not to be deceived by the Mharatta, and before he formed
any treaty, fend Mallek Berkhordar, who knew the artifice of

Sewajee, with fome confidential fervants of his own, to found his

fecret defigns, which he fhould, when explored, communicate to

the emperor, who would then give further orders.

Bahadur Khan, upon the arrival of the firmaun, difpatched

Mahummud Saad Khan and Gongaram Guzaratee, confidants of
his own, with Mallek Berkhordar, to amufe Sewajee. This crafty

politician, who had already found time to efired part of his fchemes
and poflefs himfelf of the fort of Pernalleh, belonging to Beejapore,
received the deputies at Rairee, and for the firft day treated them
with all cuftomary honours; but the next, gave them a final

anfwer, faying, *« What fuperiority has your mafter gained over
" me, that I fhould confent to fubmiffion? Be gone fpeedily fiom

** hence.
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** hence, 6r you will be diigraced." Upon hearing this, the

affrighted deputies returned with an account of their reception to

Bahadur Khan, who forwarded it to court. The emperor, out of

his abundant kindnefs, to confole the mortified khan, promoted him

to the rank of feven thoufand horfe and the title of Khan Jehaun

Bahadur Kokultafli ZufEr Jung j his elder brother, named Muzzuffir

Houflein, to the title of Azum Khan and rank of fix thoufand

;

and his fons, one to the title of Muzzuffir Khan, and the other, of

Nuflerut Khan, with proportionable commands.

Bahadur Khan upon this promotion kept a grand feftival, te

which he invited Namdaur Khan, the fon of Jatfier Khan, from

Buggeliana ; and gave away among the amras and their followers,

thirty one elephants, above five hundred horfes, two thoufand ele-

gant drefles, befides fwords, armour and other valuable articles.
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At this time contentions prevailed between the Dekkanees

and Afghauns of Beejapore. Dunnanut Pundit, who was much in

the confidence of Khouafs Khan, artfiiUy promoted the inveteracy

of the parties, in hopes that he fhould fucceed whatever chief

might be difplaced. He obferved to Khouafs Khan, that the

Afghauns had acquired too much power in the ftatCj that the

prince being a minor, himfelf confined to the fort, and Sew^ee
having feized many diftridis of the kingdom, ift this fituation it

would be prudent to implore the proteAion of the emperor, in

conjund:ion with his troops to punifti Sewajee, and regain the

ufurped territories ; which effected, he might then eafily expeil the

mutinous and rebellious Afghauns.

The Ethiopian approved of his fchemes, and fent his dewan,
Serjam Raow, to Zuffir Jung with offers of firiendfhip and alliance,

as alfo an invitation to a conference. Zuffir Jung, upon receiving this

unexpedied but welcome overture, propofed that Khouafs Khan

fhould
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fhould march from Beejapore to Burrapore on the banks of the

Kiflnah, where he would meet him. Accordingly, both parties

moving to the place appointed, magnificent tents were pitched^

but, as the waters of the Kiftnah fuddenly rofe very high, Zuffir

Jung went in boats to the camp of Khouafs PQian, from whence,

after fome converfation, he brought him back v^th him to his own,

and gave him and all his followers a grand entertainment and rich

prefents. Mutual alliances were entered into, and the daughter, of

Khouafs Khan was betrothed to NulTerut Jung, the fecond fon of

Zuffir Jung 3 after which the two chiefs took leave of each other,

and departed to execute their intended purpofes.

Abd al Kerreem, who had attended Khouafs Khan, was en-

camped at the diftance of twelve miles, and Dunnanut conveyed to

him all the particulars of the interview between Zuffir Jung and his

mafter, infidioufly obferving, that if the Hubfhee fhould make the

fort and kingdom an offering to the emperor Aulumgeer, it would

put an end to Abd al Kerreem's and his own fortunes.

Abd al Kerreem, who was eager to obtain the regency, de-

termined to take an opportunity of confining Khouafs Khan on the

march to Beejapore ; but he being informed of his treachery, left

the camp and baggage at Alingah, forty miles from the city, to

which he departed fuddenly in the night, and thus defeated the

defigns of his enemy. On Abd al Kerreem's arrival at Beejapore,

a negotiation of reconciliation was fet on foot, and at length Khouafs
Khan, with a few attendants, came out of the citadel to encourage
the Afghauns ; and after the ufual ceremonies of meeting, retired

with Abd al Kerreem only, to confult in a private apartment. On
notice being given that Khizzer Khan Punnee, a principal ameer,
was approaching, Abd al Kerreem left the room, as if to meet him,
but the door was fhut immediately after him, and Khouafs Khan
made a prifoner under a ftrong guard. Jumfheed, a flave of Abd

al

'*'
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al Kerreem's, got into the fort without oppofition; and foon after

he, with Khizzer Khan, entered, and treating with fhekh Mun-

naje and the other Dekkanees, perfuaded them to march againft

Sevvajee, towards the river Kiftnah; after which he put Khouafs

Khan to death.

39

-fc

Soon after this, Abd al Kerreem difpatched Khizzer Khan

towards .the Kiftnah, with inflrudtions to alTaffinate fliekh Munnaje.

Khizzer Khan for this purpofe invited him to an .entertainment.

The fhekh complied with the invitation, and had left his tents,

when on the road he heard, that Khizzer Khan had placed a num-
ber of armed men in concealment to murder him. The fhekh,

notwithftanding, proceeded, and when Khizzer Khan came to

meet him, alighted and embraced, but flabbed the treacherous

nobleman while he had him in, his arms, efcaped, and joined his

troops on the other fide of the river. A fcufHe enfued between the

Afghaun and Dekkanee attendants, in the fquare of the tents, in

which many were ilain on both fides,

Shekh Munnaje retired to Adonee, and being joined by Seedec
^

Mufaood, Syed Mukhdoom, Sheerza Khan, and other Dekkan
lords, made an alliance with Kafil Koor, a principal zemindar, who
had a confiderable force, and it was refolved between them, to

attack Abd al Kerreem and cut him off.

Abd al Kerreem being informed of the union of the Dekkanees,
prepared a tonfiderable army, and marched to oppofe them j when
a defperate battle was fought near the fort of Shaw Doneghur,
twelve cofs from Adonee, in which many chiefs were killed on both
fides, and it was doubtful to whom remained the vidory. Kafil
Koor, the zemindar, was flain. At night Abd al Kerreem beat
the inarch. of victory, and encamped on the field of battle. The
Dekkanees having in the night conduced their wounded to Adonee,

• moil
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inoft of them went over to the king of Hyderabad, Shekh Mon-
liaje took up his relidence at Koolburga in his own jaghire, and

Abd al Kerreem, with his force much diminished, retired to Bee^

japore, where he put to death Dunnanut Pundit, who had been

the inftigator of fuch fatal fadlion, and feizing all his wealth paid

his troops their arrears with the money; thus verifying the obfer-

vation, that *' He who digs a pit for another, often falls into it

" himfelf."

This year the Mharattas invaded the imperial territories near

Aurungabad, and Khan Jehaun purfuing them, engaged and de-.

feated their army near Lafoor, only fourteen cofs from the city

;

after which he chafed them as far as the fort of Chumber in Kokun,

At this time came intelligence of the imprifonment and death of

Khouafs Khan, which difappointed Khan Jehaun's meafures, and

he reprefented the affair to court ; after which he returned to the

cantonments at Bahadur Ghur. Orders came from the emperor,

that he fhould endeavour either to take Abd al Kerreem priibner,

or put him to death, and befiege Beejapore. Dilleer Khan was

again appointed fecond to Khan Jehaun, and departed inftantly on
his nomination from court to Dekkan,

A. H. 1086. Khan Jehaun having made the neceflary preparations for the
A. D. 1675. ^^j. againft Beejapore, ordered Iflaam Khan Roomee, (formerly

named HoufTein and paflia of BufTorah, who had fought protection

with the emperor fome years fince, and was promoted to the govern-

ment of Malwa) from Aurungabad, the charge of which city was

given to Raow Bhaow Sing, and marched to the banks of the

Beemrah, ten cols from Sholapore, where he waited for the junction

of his troops.

Abd al Kerreem Khan, having, left Beejapore, with a great

army encamped at Abundee, about fix cofs diftant ; upon which.

Khan
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Khan Jehaun fent the women of his camp, with his own and the

fuperfluous baggage, to Sholapore, and Rationing what he meaned

to carry with him on this fide the Beemrah, which was at this

time very high, croffed with the troops, and formed his difpofition

of battle. On this day, Raow Raaje Sing Rhatoree, commanding

the advanced body of the army, who had been long ill, died on the

march. Shekh Munnaje and fhekh Mahummud Juneedee, having

agreeably to promife arrived from Koolburga, were introduced to

Khan Jehaun by raja Soopkerrun Bondela, and received a prefent

of elephants, horfes, and one lack of rupees. Next day the two
armies prepared for engagement. Koottub ad Dien Khan with

the advance, Iflaam Khan on the right, with the corps of Soopker-

run Bondela, fhekh Munnaje and others, Raow Anoop Sing, Rag-
onaut Sing Mharatta, Bocheraje Cutchwai and others, on the left,

having formed, the battle comrnenced. The enemy charged
furioully in front of Iflaam Khan, but his Turks drove them off
twice with great lofs, when their ammunition being expended, Iflaam
Khan ordered up flores, clofe to his elephant, and was fupplying his
men, when.a fpark unfortunately lighting among a quantity of car-
tridges, they blew up, killing and wounding a great number j but
to add to the melancholy event, the khan's elephant being fright-
ened at the explofion, became ungovernable, and ran into the
enemy's line, where the khan, his fon, and the driver, with fome
hbrfe who had followed their leader, were foon cut to pieces; but
the elephant having received, feveral wounds, ran back without his
houdah, which had been cut off his back. The heat of the battle
next fell on Soopkerrun Bondela, who, together with fhekh Mun- ^

naje and other chiefs, was wounded. The left wing was alfo
engaged, and Raow Kibber Sing Rhatoree, Kerrun Sing, a mun-
fubdar, with Raow Raaje Sing, and the other Raajepootes, aftbr
hghtmg defperately, were wounded. Great numbers on both fides
i^ll and the ^zxvj elephant of Abd al Kerreem was taken by
Kifhoor Smg Harrah. The battle ceafed on the approach of night,

^ without

41
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without being deciiive on either iide. Khan Jehaun remained or

this fide the river, threw up entrenchments round his camp, and

fortified them with artillery. The Afghauns during the night

made an attack upon the baggage on the other fide of the river,

great part of which they plundered, put numbers to death, and

carried oiFfuch of the followers of the camp as they chofe ; fo ,that,

from this lofs, and the fudden rife of the river, it no longer remained

in the power of the imperial army to oppofe the Afghauns. Koot-

tub ad Dien K^han, with the approbation of Khan Jehaun, formed a

truce ; and the army then recroffing the river, ihekh Munnaje was-

difpatched to Koolburga, to fecure polTedion if poffible of that for-s

trefs. At this time Dilleer Khan arrived from the prefence, and

the waters of the Beemrah, on account of the rains, ftill continuing

exceedingly high, it was agreed for the prefent, that the fort of

Tulderruk fhould be taken from the fons of Khizzer Khan Punnee,

who reiided there. Khan Jehaun accordingly marched, and began

his approaches. Raja Inder Mun Bondela, agreeably to orders,

joined the camp from Goolfhunabad. Mahummud Atta, a fon of

Khan Jehaun's, being wounded by a cannon fhot, died. Akhlaafs

Khan Meana rnade an affault on the town belonging to the fort,

and carried it. Abd al Kerreem at the inftigation of the Afghauns

in the royal army, who refpedted him on account of their connec-

tion by tribe, having moved from Beejapore, crofled the Beemrah

with a confiderable force, to the relief of Tulderruk j upon which

Khan Jehaun thought proper to raife the fiege and march to receive

the enemy. Abd al Kerreem encamped within fix miles of the fort,

and his tents appeared in fight of the royal camp. Though the day

was far fpent and twilight approached, yet by the advice of Dilleer

Khan and others, having left Runmuft Khan for the protedlion of

the baggage, a battle commenced. A body of Afghauns fi-om Abd
al Kerreem's line, and another from the fort, having formed a

junction, charged in the rear of Khan Jehaun's army, and the

khan having croiTed a watercourfe, deep and muddy, with Boche-

raaje
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raaje Cutehwai and Ragonaut Sing Mhafatta, oppofed the enemy.

Bocheraaje was kUled fighting gallantly, and the latter, with many

others, was wounded. Koottub ad Dien Khan, charging to their

affiftaftce, preferved the Wounded from being cut to pieces. Abd

al Kefreem trying to gain the fort during the night, his baggage

was plundered, and Khan Jehaun followed him within cannon fhot

of the walls. After fome days the army encamped at Khaut-

kaloon, eight cofs from Tulderruk. Raow Anoop Sing, at the

requeft of Khan Jehaun, was honoured with the title of raja.

Madna Pundit, minifter to Abou Houffun, king of Hyderabad, had

joined Abd al Kerreem with troops and money; but feeing that

oppofition could not in the end be made to the imperial army,

retreat^ to his own country. Abd al Kerreem, after remaining a

month in Tulderruk, returned to Beejapore. KJian Jehaun fent his

dewan Luckerain, to bring over fome Beejapore chiefs, who had

taken refuge at Hyderabad, as alfo the troops of that ftate, to join

him, and marched in purfuit of Abd al Kerreem towards the Beem-

rah. Many fkirmifhes happened on the route. At Hingeh he

halted, and called together the Dekkanees and exiled Beejaporees,

who had fled to diiFerCnt places. Seedee Mufaood, Sheerza Khan,

and others, joined. Luckeram brought an army from Hyderabad,

and had alfo effected a truce with Sewajee. Four thoufand horfe,

ient by different imperial fojedaars, and a number of other troops,

joined; fo that an army was now colledled fufficiertt to reduce

Beejapore.

^3

While affairs were thus fituated, the Aighaun chiefs of the im-

fterial army, out of regard to their tribe, privately fent meffages

to Abd al Kerreem, that if this vaft army fhould march to Beeja-

pore, his affairs would be ruined paft redemption ; fo that his

©nly way to avoid the ftorm Would be to make propofals of peace
to Khan Jehaun, and come in to vifit him, after which the troops

G 2 wpuld
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would be difperfed, and he be at liberty to regulate his govern-

ment.

I

Abd al Kerreem, liftening to this advice, entreated peace of

Khan Jehaun, promiiing that if the imperial army fhould move to

the banks of the Beemrah, he would come to meet him; and

requefling that he would fend Akhlaafs Khan to condudt him to an

interview ; after which he would fubmit to any conditions he might

impofe, as he regarded himfelfnow as the emperor's fubjed:.

Khan Jehaun, after deliberating on the difcordant ftate of his

army, agreed to his requefls ; and having fent away the auxiliaries

to their different countries, moved from Hingeh, and encamped on

the banks of the Beemrah.

li

A. H. 1086. IChan Jehaun, agreeably to the requeft of Abd al Kerreem,
A. D. 1676. fgjjt }^-g brother Akhlaafs Khan to meet him, and a few days after-

wards difpatched alfo Koottub ad Dien Khan. A letter arrived

from fhekh Munnaje, that now there was an opportunity, which,

if troops were fent to Alinder, he would feize, of acquiring the

fort of Kcolburga. Abd al Kerreem requefting that Dilleer Khan
might be fent to receive him. Khan Jehaun left him at Angul-

kote, and went himfelf to Alinder, from whence he fent Gon-
garam, his own dewan, with Vizier Beg, fbn to Collinder Khan,
the kelladaar of Zuffirabad Bieder, to fhekh Munnaje, who, on
the day of their arrival with him, got admiflion into Koolburga by
treachery, and having confined Nangooroy, the khelladaar, put the

place into their pofTeffion, and agreeably to orders returned to Khan
Jehaun. Khan Jehaun, through Runmufl Khan, made promifes

of munfubs and prefents to the fons and dependants of Khizzer
Khan, and fendmg his own bukhihi. Alia ad Dien Khan, to them,,

they evacuated the fort of Tulderruk, when Zuffirnuggur, com-
monly called Tumnee, was allotted for the refidence of their fami-

lies.
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lies. After vifiting Tulderruk, and ordering meafures for its fafety,

he returned to camp, and difpatched to court an account of his

operations; which meeting the emperor's approbation, the fons of

Khan Jehaun were promoted to higher rank ; Muzzuffir Khan to

the title of Himmut Khan Bahadur, and Nuflerut Khan to that of

Sippedar Khan. Raja Inder Mun Bondela dying, at the requeft of

Khan Jehaun, his zemindaree and the title of raja were conferred

upon his fon Jeflwunt Sing.

Abd al Kerreem having left Beejapore with Akhlaafs Khan,

and condoled with the fons of Koottub ad Dien Khan, who had

died on the road, met Dilleer Khan. He encamped about four

cofs from Alinder ; and Khan Jehaun, agreeably to his promifes,

having pitched a moil fplendid tent, with poles and ornaments of

filver, went in the greateft pomp and magnificence, attended by all

the amras, to receive him. Abd al Kerreem Khan and Dilleer

Khan, with all the Afghauns in their train, advanced, and the

chiefs firft met fitting on their elephants, and, after pafling mutual

compliments, alighted at the tent ; when Khan Jehaun prefented

Abd al Kerreem with elephants, horfes, and arms, ornaments of

jewels, trays of rich cloths, as alfo the tent, and proper carriages

for its conveyance. After converfation, he difmified him to his

camp, and returned to his own. Mallek Berkhordar, agreeably to

the emperor's orders, was fent as refident to Beejapore. Abd al

Ruflbol Khan was appointed kelladaar of Koolburga, Collinder

Khan of Tulderruk, and Vizier Beg exalted by the title of Jaun
Baz Khan.

45

Abd al Kerreem Khan and Dilleer Khan being difiatisfied at Khan
Jehaun's having got polTefiion of Tulderruk and Koolburga, agree-
ably to the fchemes they had formed from the inftant of their meet-
ing, wrote petitions to court, fetting forth, that Khan Jehaun had
made private agreements with the king of Hyderabad, the Dekkan-

nees.
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nees, the king of Beejapore, and Sewajee, and did not adt with vigour

in his government ; but that if he fliould be called to the prefence,

and proper afliflance afforded them, they would bring Hyderabad

into the imperial pofleffion without delay. ...

Khan Jehaun, with Abd al Kerreem and the united armies,

marched from Alinder to Koolburga, and it was agreed that they

fhould go fhortly againft Hyderabad. They vifited the tomb of the

famous fyed Mahummud Gefoo-derauz, who flourifhed in the reign

of faltan Firoze Bhamenee. It is a very magnificent edifice, covered

with a dome, in the middle of an extenfive court. .Many of his de-

fcendants repofe near the faint, over whom they have eredted domes.

A number of them ftill refide there ; and during the reigns of the

Dekkan fultans, great fums of money were annually offered to them

in vows and prefents. The kings of Beejapore and Hyderabad, as

alfo the zemindars in the vicinity, every year gave rich prefents, and

many villages were afTigned by both kings to defray the expenfes of

the tomb. When it came into the imperial poffeiTion, Aurungzebe

alfo fettled fome farms upon it. There is ahnofl a continual diflen-

tion between the defcendants of the faint, who generally come to

blows every year ; and they fpend their time in an affluence and lux-

ury, enjoyed but by few of the firft nobles. There are alfo at Kool-^

burga many tombs of the Bhamenee kings of Dekkan, In the

pergunnah of Alinder are the magnificent fepulchres of Ladce Anfa-

ree, the faint's fifler, and her children ; and at Boorahannuggur

thofe of many celebrated perfonages.

The emperor, deceived by the petitions before mentioned, re-

called Khan Jehaun from Dekkan, and appointed Dilleer Khan in

his room.
, Khan Jehaun left Koolburga for court, the fame day that

the firmaun arrived for his recall.

Dilleer
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Dilleer Khan and Abd al Kerreem marched with the army to

Mulkeh, a fort ten cofs from Koolburga, which being but of little

flrength, the befieged evacuated it in the night, and fled to join the

Dekkanees, who made fuch oppofition, that the Afghauns durft

not even dare to look towards Hyderabad. There now fell a con-

tinual rain, and the fcarcity of grain in the camp became exceflive,

Skirmifhes between the two armies occurred for two months toge-

ther daily. Mahummud Beg Khan, commander of the artillery,

Serafrauz Khan Dekkanee and his fons, with many other imperial

officers, were wounded. The other Afghauns who had an enmity

to Runmufl Khan and the fons of Khizzer Khan, for having given

up the fort of Tulderruk, did not ailift them in the day of battle

;

but, as they had a feledt body of their own, they gallantly flood firm

in the field, were wounded, and great numbers of their followers

killed.

'

The troops of Abd al Kerreem being diftrefled, deferted in great

numbers ; fo that the tide of ill fortune turned againft the royal army,

and it became impoflible to remain much longer in the enemy's

country. Dilleer Khan therefore, on this account, and to pleafe

Abd al Kerreem, for whom he entertained the utmoft friendfhip,

and who had been taken ill, fet on foot a negotiation of truce with

the Dekkanees, and began to retreat towards Koolburga, intending

to leave his fuperflujus baggage there, and after fupplying himfelf

with provifions, to return and attack them.

The firft day's march the Dekkanees did not molefl him -, but

on the fecond, looking on the Afghauns as running away, appeared
in great numbers, attacked the baggage, killed hundreds of people,
and acquired an immenfe plunder. The fight continued from day-
light till fun-fet, when the royal army halted at a dry nullah, where
it remained two days in the greateft confulion, being obliged to dig

wells.
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wells, before the camp could be fupplied yvith water. Akhlaafs

Khan and Runmull: Khan Punnee commanded the right wing, Abd
al Kerreem the left, Dilleer Khan protecfted the baggage, and

Soopkerrun Bondela, with Ghierut and Muzzuffir, nephews of

Dilleer Khan, were ftationed in the rear of the whole ; but though

they had above eight thoufand ho'rfe, it was difficult to quit their

ftation. Soopkerrun Bondela, his fon Dulput Roy, and the other

Raajepoote chiefs, having confulted together, reprefented to Dilleer

Khan that it was impoffible to remain here longer, as the army

mufl perifh from want of proviiions. This advice had a proper

efFedt, and the chiefs being all united, for the royal honour, and

their own prefervation, at length marched, but in twelve days

could only move ten cofs, when they arrived at Koolburga. The
Dekkanees, who were full feventy thoufand in number, feldom

ceafed from the attack j but as the fortune of Aurungzebe attended

the Raajepootes, the enemy did not prevail. The Raajepootes

upon this trying occalion fhewed aflonifhing inftances of valour

;

but which to relate would appear as vain boafting. Mahummud,
the fon of Koottub ad Dien Khan, was killed by a rocket j and
on this march the camp was without grain for fome days, when
the poorer fort were obliged to eat the roots of the plaintain and

date tree, from which numbers were taken ill, and died (hortly

after of diforders in the bowels.

As Abd al Kerreem was fo dangeroufly ill as to be pronoun-

ced pafl recovery, Dilleer Khan negotiated a peace between him,

Seedee Mufaood, and the other Dekkan chiefs, bringing them

together for a conference. Mutual civilities and vifits were ex-

changed between the chiefs of both armies, and it was agreed that

Abd al Kerreem fhould deliver up the citadel of Beejapore to See-

dee Mufaood, who fhould then pay oif the arrears to all the troops*

Abd al Kerreem foon after died, and Dilleer Khan delivered up his

fon Abd ai RaoofF for education to Seedee Mufaood, who promifed

t«
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to let him fucceed his father in the command of the army. The
Dekkanees then returned tcr Beejapore, where Seedee Mufaood

delayed to pay the arrears of Abd al Kerreem's troops, and they

offered numberlefs indignities to his fon, who had inherited but

little property from his father. The foldiers proceeded to fuch ex-

tremities and clamour vfor their pay, as to feize every thing he had,

not excepting even the jewels and ornaments of the women, which

they forced from them without regard to common refpedt and de-

cency for the honour of their chief. While the young man was

thus ufed by his own tribe, the treatment he experienced from

ftrangers may eafily be imagined. Dilleer Khan returned with his

army to the imperial provinces, thus ending, without any advan-

tage, a very expenfive and difgraceful campaign.

Khan Jehaun Bahadur on his arrival at court, not finding him-
felf treated fo gracioully as ufual, abfented himfelf from the durbar,

and refigned his rank and commands i upon which Aurungzebe

obferved, that he had no occafion for pomp, and commanded him —
to refign his equipage and train. Accordingly, the khan made an

offering of his elephants, horfes, and other enfigns of dignity, to

the emperor, who, however, after fome time, was graciouily

pleafed to recall him to the prefence, and reftore him to all his

honours. Raja Jeffwunt Sing Bondela, fon of the late raja Inder

Mun, joined the army in Dekkan with a force befitting his rank.

Dilleer Khan receiving information that the Mharattas had ap- A.H. ioqt.
peared near Zuffirabad Bieder, having left his baggage at Porundeh A. D. ie8».

with Soopkerrun Bondela, marched to purfue them; and having
defeated them and cleared the country, returned to pafs the rains

at Bahadur Ghur. Intelligence arrived that Sewajee had detached a
force againft the fort of Joneer. Abd al Yezzeez Khan, the go-
vernor, was a perfon of much experience and gallantry. Three
hundred of the enemy in the night afcended the walls by rope lad-
^^^•^1- H ders.
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ders, and entered ; but though the kelladaar had fent mofl: of his

people with his fons to the affiftance of Yiah Khan, fojedaur of the

town, he bravely collected the few he had left, with his fervants,

and put mofl of the aflailants to the fword. A few were found the

next day fkulking under the bufhes and ftones at the bottom of the

wall, watching for an opportunity to efcape. Thefe he treated

with much kindnefs, and fent them back to Sewajee, with a mef-

fage, that while he commanded in the fort, he defied him to take

it.

^1

As the emperor was much diflatisfied at the late behaviour of

the Afghaun chiefs, Jumlat al Moolk AiTud Khan was ordered to .

command in Dekkan, until the appointment of another foubahdar.

The prince Mahummud Mauzim fhortly after was invefted with the

government, and a firmaun came to Dilleer Khan, enquiring, as

Abd al Kerreem had died, the Afghauns were difperfed, and diffen-

tions occurred among the Dekkanees, why he had delivered up

Beejapore to Seedee Mufaood? He was ordered to collecft the

Afghauns, and enroll them in the imperial fervicej alfb to draw

over to him the officers of Beejapore and Hyderabad, till fuch time

as jaghires could be beftowed, allowing each horfeman daily pay

from the royal treafury, and to march immediately againft Bee-

japore.

Dilleer Khan, agreeably to thefe inftrudions, having invited the

relations of Abd al Kerreem and other Afghaun chiefs, Syed Lutteef

and Eefah Ghulzee, Dekkanees of Beejapore and Hyderabad, re-

commended proportionate rank for each ; and for fuch horfes as they

brought, which amounted to about twenty thoufand, he allowed

daily pay. Many chiefs received jaghires, and were recommended
by Dilleer Khan for titles of nobility. Dilleer Khan's nephew was
raifed to the rank of a thoufand, and came to Dekkan j ,where,

except the Afghauns, none were now efteemed worthy of diftindiion.

On

ll
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On the breaking up of the rains, Dilleer Khan marched from

Bahadur Ghur. Sambah, the fon of Sewajee, who had quarrelled

with his father, and was confined by him in the fort of Pernalleh,

havino- made his efcape with a few attendants, fent a mefTenger to

Dilleer Khan, requefting his protection, and that he would fend

a force to affift him, as Sewajee's troops were following him clofely.

Dilleer Khan immediately difpatched Akhlaafs Khan, with Ghierut

Khan, his own nephew, and other chiefs, with a proper force, and

followed himfelf Sambah having met Akhlaafs Khan at Kerkum
Deoee, joined Dilleer Khan with a few of his family ; and the

khan, regarding his coming as a moft favourable occurrence, beat

the march of victory, and reprefented it to the imperial court,

from whence Sambah was fhortly after honoured with the title of

raja, the rank of feven thoufand, and a prefent of an elephant.

Dilleer Khan made him many prefents himfelf, and appointed a

refidence for his family, with a proper guard, at Bahadur Ghur.

Dilleer Khan remained the reft of this year at lUoje, preparing

for the expedition againft Beejapore. Soopkerrun Bondela being

dangeroufly ill, left his fon Dulput Roy and his followers with the

army, and retired to Bahadur Ghur.

In the beginning of this year, Dilleer Khan marched againft A. H. 1002,
Bhopaul Ghur, a fort belonging to Sewajee in the Beejapore coun- A. D. 1681,

try. Cannon being planted upon a height which commanded the
inner part of the place, it was taken in three hours, and a vaft

quantity of grain found- in ftore, part of which was delivered to the
troops, much taken by the camp followers, and the remainder fet

on fire ; after which the fort was razed to the ground.

The fame day the Mharattas appeared, intending to fuccour the
place, and an adion enfued, in which they were defeated and fled.

The fame body, a few days afterwards, fuddenly attacked and

H 2 plundered
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plundered a detachment fent to colled fupplies for the army, under

the command of Eeruch Khan, who took fhelter in a fmall fort,

leaving his people and baggage to fhift for themfelves. Dilleer

Khan waited on the banks of the Beemrah for fome neceflary ftores,

and to crofs his cannon, the river being flooded.

Soopkerrun Bondela, an ameer of two thoufand five hundred,

died in his fifty third year, at Bahadur Ghur, and was much la-

mented by all. Many of his women burned themfelves upon the

funeral pile with his corpfe. He was a foldier unequalled, had in

repeated battles won the prize of valour, and was in general fuccefs-

ful. He often remarked, that he had efcaped with life fi-om many
dangers ; and that in the day of battle a foldier fhould never think

of himfelfJ for whatever the Almighty had decreed would happen

of courfe. He alfo faid there were two days in which a perfbn

fhould not fear death, on that on which providence had decreed it

fhould not happen, and that on which it had decreed it ihould. He
was bountiful to his friends, and unanxious for his own fortune.

Dilleer Khan and all the amras condoled with his fon Dulput Roy,

who was recommended to court, and exalted to the rank of five

hundred. Soopkerrun always kept a numerous and gallant body of

men in his fervice, by paying whom munificently he was never

rich, and though his fon Dulput Roy was raifed but to a trifling

rank, yet, regarding his future profped:s, he encouraged all his

father's followers, and retained them in his own fervice.

Secunder Adil Shaw now reprefented to Aurungzebe, that he

efteemed himfelf as one of his ancient flaves, and notwithflanding

Dilleer Khan was advancing to invade his country, if the emperor

would permit one of his fons to marry his fifler, he fhould regarc

it as an honour. This met with the royal approbation, and, ac-

cordingly, Secunder fent the young princefs with much pomp,

cpnduded by the phyfician Shumfe ad Dien to court, and Dillee

Khai
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Khan fupplied him with a proper efcort ; but, notwithftanding this,

he advanced to Beejapore, which, although he had twenty thoufand

horfe with him, he was not able to blockade. On one fide he

kept up a conftant cannonade, and ruined a canal made by the firft

Adil Shaw, which flowed by the citadel and the great mofque,

through the city. The enemy made a fally from the town, and

prefTed hard on Syed Lutteef, bui Dulput Roy being fent to his

afllftance, he repelled the afTailaiits, and took their ftandard. At
this time, the condudl of Dilleer Khan not being approved of by
Aurungzebe, he recalled him to the prefence; and the prince

Mahummud Mauzim alfo being removed from the government.

Khan Jehaun Bahadur was a fecond time appointed to the foubah-

daree of Dekkan. Dilleer Khan, upon this, raifed the iiege of

Beejapore, and plundered the country all around it, digging up and

totally deftroying the magnificent gardens in the environs of the

city. Sewajee's meflengers were allowed communication with Sam-
bah, who now made his efcape with only eleven attendants ; fo that

it muft have happened by the connivance of Dilleer Khan, who
made no enquiries or example among the guards who watched his

perfon. Dilleer Khan next attacked the town of Sunker, near Bee-

japore, .and having battered down the walls with his cannon, the

troops entered, and began to plunder; but the inhabitants, after

a defperate fkirmifh, drove them off again with very great lols,

when Dilleer Khan evacuated the country.

This year died the Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing, near Cabul ; and
his followers brought his infant children, and his women who did

not burn with him, towards their native country. Orders were
fent to condudt them to court, where on their arrival, Aurungzebe
infiftied on the children being made Mahummedans. Upon this
the Raajepoote attendants, determining to die rather than fubmit
to this order, fled with their charge towards the raja's territories,
and being hotly purfued by the emperor's troops, fought valiantly,

/
:

,
and
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and were moftly cut to pieces, but the women and infants arrived

fafely at Jodepore. After this, the courtiers brought a young child

to his majefty, and pretended he was the maharaja's fon; which
the emperor feigning to believe, had him circumcifed, named
Mahummedee Rauje, and educated as fuch. The emperor, dif-

pleafed at the refinance of the Raajepootes to his commands,

marched to expel the fons and relations of the late raja from Jode-

pore ; which fort foon fell into his hands, and raja Ajeet Sing, with

the family, took ihelter in the recefTes of the mountains and woods.

Inder Sing was exalted to the rank of three thoufand, and the

poffeffion of the rauje ; but as the dependants of the late prince and

the people could not be prevailed upon to pay him a proper obe-

dience, and the country remained long in an unfettled Hate, he was

degraded and depofed.

Sewajee having marched from his country to invade the imperial

territories, totally laid wafte the diftridt of Jalneher and others ; and

his foldiers, notwithftanding his commands to the contrary, offered

infults to the fervants of Jaun Mahummud, a religious, from whofe

curfes it was believed Sewajee was taken ill, and fhortly after died."

Sewajee was as a foldier unequalled, fkilled in the arts of govern-

ment, and a friend to men of virtue and religion. He planned his

fchemes wifely, and executed them with fteadinefs. He confulted

many on every point, but a<5ted according to that advice, which,

after weighing in his own mind, he thought befl applicable to his

defigns. No one was ever acquainted with- his determinations but

by

a The Mharatta report is, that he was polfoned by his wife Soorabaye, who
could not procure his confent for her fon Rama to fucceed him, Sewajee in this laft

expedition was defeated, and hotly purfued by the Mogul general, Runmuft Khan.

Nearly at the fame time, his fleet was almoft deftroyed by the Siddees, in conjunction

with the Englifh of Bombay. It is probable, therefore, that he died neither by

poifon, nor the vifitation of God at the prayers of a devotee, but rather, by an

illnefs from fatigue in his flight, and vexation at the ill fuccefs of his arms.



AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN.

by the fuccefs of their execution. He built palaces and eredled for-

tifications in every part of his country j and it feemed as if he had

the art of feeing all hidden treafures, for wherever his people v^^ere

fent to make war, he diredled them to fpots where valuables were

buried, as if he had laid them there himfelf. He kept forty thou-

fand horfes in his llables, which he had mounted to adtion by fol-

diers named bargeers. Every ten horfes had one taweeldaur, who
had the care of feeding them, as alfo one water carrier, and a torch

bearer ; each hundred had an officer over the ten taweeldaurs I and

every thoufand a chief, who commanded the other ten. Wherever he

fent five or fix thoufand, a chief of confequence commanded on the

fervice. He alfo entertained men who had their own horfes ; but the

Mharattas, who had moil pay, were bargeers. When he detached

an army on fervice, he fupplied his bargeers with clothing and arms ;

and after the plunder of a country, whatever remained in their

hands above their amount, was carried to the account of his trea-

fury. He had numberlefs informers about his troops; fo that if

they kept back any money or goods from account, he forced them
to give them up.

» Sambah, or Sambajee, who fucceeded his father in the rauje,

generally fpent his time in female pleafures and exceffive drinking,

and poflefl^ed no talents for government. He purfued fuch a line of

condu(ft as difobliged his father's fervants, and in a fhort time dif-

fipated in vanity the treafures Sewajee had amaiTed. He liftened to

the advice of no one, having a conceited opinion of his own abili-

ties, and chofe for his favourite, Kubkullufs, a bramin, with whom
he adted fuch fcenes as made him hateful to the world.

Afker

» The partizans of Rama endeavoured to oppofe the fucceffion of Sambah, but
were foon overcome, and Rama put into confinement. Soorabaye, in defpair at the
fate of her fon, put herfelf to death.
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Afker. Khan Bukhfhi and Dulput Roy, with Serafrauz Khan and

other amras, having obtained leave from Dilleer Khan, went to meet

Khan Jehaun. Dilleer Khan marched to efcort his women from

Bahadur Gl^ur, and prepare for. his journey to the prefence. Khan
Jehaun havir% arrived, after an interview with the prince Mahum-
mud Mauzim, difpatched an efcort with him to court, agreeably

to orders, and then halted for the rainy feafon near the fort of

Aoont. After the rains, the Mharattas having entered the imperial

territories. Khan Jehaun marched along the banks of the Gung on

the road to Loehghur, which had been deftroyed by Khan Dow-
raunj and moving through the pafs of Ferdapore, ten cofs from

Aurungabad, afcended the mountains of Kunneher, through a moft

uneven road, covered with wood ; fo that the troops met with great

difficulties, and were two days and nights without their tents and

baggage, diftreffed for water and provisions. At length he en-

camped near the tomb of fhekh Fereed, thirty cofs from Aurunga-

bad. At this city died Raow Bhaow Sing Harrah, and many of his

women facrificed themfelves on his funeral pile. As he had no fon,

his nephew was fent for, agreeably to the imperial orders by the

prince Mahummud Akber, to Oojein, where he was ftabbed in the

wardrobe as he was putting on a drefs of honour, given upon his

invelHture in the zemindaree of his uncle. This was fuppofed to have

heen done by the emperor's command. Raja Anoop Sing Rhatoree

was left in charge of Aurungabad, and Khan Jehaun detached

Raow Dulput in purfuit of the Mharattas,

A. H. 1094.

A. D. 1682.

The beginning of this year, when Khan Jehaun was encamped

at Babilgaum, fixteen cofs from Aurungabad, intelligence was

brought one morning, about four o'clock, that the Mharattas, by
the route of Ahmednuggur and Moorgee Puttun, were advancing

rapidly towards Aurungabad. He iffued orders of march inftantly,

and having fecured his baggage, left a force to protedt it; then

moving from the ground with all expedition, reached the city about

noon }
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noon J which, ifhehadnot arrived that day, muft inevitably have

been plundered. Accounts were now brought that the enemy were

feen in great numbers at Kafee Porah and the Hill of Sitterrah j

alfo, that raja Anoop Sing, with his followers, was drawn up in

his quarters, but durfl not venture to advance ; upon which Khan
Jehaun marched on with all poflible fpeed, and upon his appear-

ance the enemy fled without daring to engage, when he encamped

at the tank of Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing. The inhabitants of the

city had been much alarmed, and fhut up their houfes, the doors

of which they had barricadoed, and prepared for defence. Khan
Jehaun, as the rains were now fetting in, took up his relidence in

the imperial palace j and an order having arrived from court for the

purpofe, began to ere<5t a wall round the city, in order to prevent

any iudden attack from an enemy.

V Intelligence arrived, that fultan Mahummud Akber, from the

rafhnefs of youth, and the intrigues of the Raajepootes, having

rebelled, the emperor had marched with a few troops from Ajmeer
to corredl him. The prince had, without ftanding a battle, fled,

with Darruk Dafs Rhatoree, towards Dekkan. Khan Jehaun,

upon this intelligence, marched from the city at twelve o'clock at

night, and on the road received a letter from the fojcdaur of Bug-
gellana, informing him, that Akber had gone by that way to Gool-
fhunabad, and the khan, on his arrival there, found that he had
only one day before pafied and entered Kokun by the road of Ter-
rung J upon which, being difappointed of overtaking the fugitives,

he retreated to Aurungabad, and difpatched the news to court: but

it was afterwards reprefented, that Khan Jehaun was negligent in

the purfuit, and might have taken the prince, if he had chofen.

Sambah, efl:eeming Akber's coming as a fortunate circumfl:ance,

received him with the refpedl due to his rank, and gave him a
fuitable relidence near the fort of Khulna, on the fea eoafl:. He
appointed extenfive hunting grounds for his amufement, prefented

Vol. II, I r him
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him daily with money to pay fix hundred cavalry, his followers, and

once a week, regularly, vifited him, always obferving a proper

deference to his dignity, as one of the imperial princes.

Dulput Roy, who had been detached to punifli the Mharattas,

returned after his campaign to Aurungabad, when an extraordinary

and dangerous affair occurred to him. It appeared that a fervant of

Sambah's, having taken a houfe in Begum Porah, fecretly levied

foldiers and bought arms for the ferviceofthe rebel prince. This

intelligence was conveyed to Khan Jehaun, who difpatched a guard

to feize the accufed perfon; and it happened that, Dulput Roy

paffing at the time, he ran through the crowd of his attendants, and

got clear off. KJian Jehaun's people avowed that they had taken

the man, and that the roy's followers had feized him from them hy

force ; upon which the khan fent to demand him of the roy ; but

he, who had not the leaft knowledge of the aiFair, went to Khan
Jehaun, and related his innocence of the charge. Khan Jehaun ftill

relying on the declaration of his own people, was oflfended ; and

the roy, finding argument of no avail, left him in a paffion.

Two days afterwards, the khan determined to fend a force to fearch

for the offender J but all the Bcnideks in the city, hearing of his

intentions, joined Dulput Roy, v^ho refolved to oppofe fuch indig-

nity; upon which Khan Jehaun defifted: but being exceedingly

enraged, reprefented the affair to court, as did alfo Dulput Roy.

The emperor gracioufly obferved, on hearing both fides of the

queftion, that the roy was an ancient imperial lervant, incapable of
fuch treacherous behaviour, and ordered him to join the prince

Mahummud Mauzim, who was again appointed to govern in Dek-
kan,

Khan Jehaun, at the breaking up of the rains, marched to

Bahadur Ghur, and the prince arrived at Aurtingabad. Houfiim
Ali Khan was detached wdth an army for the puniihment of the

Mharattas
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Mharattas and C9nqueft of Kokun, and Dulput Roy ordered along

with him. Many fevere engagements were fought in this expedi-

tion, in which the roy performed fignal fervices. Jadoo Roy Dek-

kanee, an ameer of three thoufand, was killed, and Jagdeo Roy,

his grandfon, promoted to his rank. Khan Jehaun, leaving his

baggage «t Bahadur Gbur, purfued the enemy whenever he heard

of Aeif entering the royal territories, ;

,
- In the beginning of this year, Houffun Ali was detached for the A. H. 1095.

P«*j^ifliment of the Mfearattas by the way of Porundfh, Kiflien Sing, A. D. 1683,

the grandfon erf" the late Mirza Raja Jey Sing Sewai, who, throwing

afide the manners of the Raajepootes, imitated thofe of the Moguls,

was killed in a drunken quarrel for a dancing girl, near Porundeh,,

hy an Algh^un. This year Aurungzebe refolved to extirpate Sam-
bajee, and began his march from Ajmeer towards Dekkan. Dulput

Roy was promoted to the rank of fix hundred by the royal favour.

-r The emperor, aifter jremaining fome time! at Boprahanpore, A. H. 1096.

mo\red with a vaft army into Dekkan^ and airived at Aurungabad. A. D. 1684.

The prince Mahummud Mauzim §haw, with Dilleer Kh^n Afghaun,

was detached to Ahmednuggur. Shaub ad Dien Khan, fon of
Kooliieh Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, with Dulput Roy, and other

imperial officers, were ordered to beliege the fort of Ramfudje,
five cofs from GooUhunabad. Having began their approaches,

they eredted upon an eminence near the walls a platform of wdod,
or cavaHer, which eould contain five hundred men, and was raifed

ftory upon ftory ti* fuch a height, that the foldiers at the top could
fire mufquetry at the befieged within the walls, fo as to prevent
them daring to fhew their heads from under cover. Intelligence
being brought to Aurungzebe, that Sambajee's army had marched
to raife^the fiege. Khan Jehaun was ordered to canton at Goolfhon-
abad, in order to be ready to fuccour the afiailants in cafe of
neceffity

; and he accordingly marched from Bahadur Ghur. Khan
I 2 Jehaun
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Jehaun leaving his army, went to pay his refpefts to the emperor

at Aurungabad, taking with him Runmuft Khan, who, at his re-

queft, was promoted to the title of Bahadur Khan, and fent with a

detachment againft Kokun. Shaub ad Dien Khan was ordered to

the vicinity of Joneer, where the enemy were comnqitting depreda-

tions, and Khan Jehaun to command the fiege of Ramfudje, upon

which place an unfuccefsful alTault was made fome time after, and

Dulput Roy, with many others, wounded. Dulput was promoted

to the rank of feven hundred. Mahummud Moraud was honoured

with the title of khan, and the office of fecond bukhfhi in addition

to the other pofts which he held in Khan Jehaun's army. Bahadur

Khan Runmuft marched towards Kokun, and reprefented to the

emperor, that if Khan Jehaun fhould be ftationed at the pafs of

Mhajah, he could then invade the countiy. Another affault was

made upon the fort of Ramfudje, but it proved unfuccefsful j upon

which the fiege was raifed, and the great platform of wood built by

Shaub ad Dien at an immenfe expenfe, being filled with com-

buftibles, was fet on fire and deftroyed. The befieged upbraided

the troops with cowardice as they retreated, calling out to them to

ftop and cover themfelves with the allies of their battery.

Bahadur Khan entered Kokun by the pafs of Mhajah 5 and as

the incurfions of the enemy were daring near Goolfhunabad, Khan

Jehaun moved towards that town, upon which the enemy took to

flight J when leaving his baggage to the charge of Maha Sing Bha-

doreah, fojedaur of the place, he purfued the fugitives. Orders

were ifliied to Khan Jehaun to join the prince Moiz ad Dien, eldeft

fon of the prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw Aulum, who had

marched for the punifhment of the enemy. Accordingly, having

ordered his baggage from Goolfhunabad, he joined the prince near

Rampore, on the banks of the Gung, fixteen cofs from Aurungabad.

The prince did him the honour to alight from his horfe at their

meeting, and embrace him; at hearing which the emperor was

diipleafed.
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difpleafed, and angrily enquired of Shaw Aulum, why his fon had

condefcended fo far from his dignity. The prince replied, that the

emperor Jehaungeer had deigned to honour by the like favour

Mortiza Khan, after his defeating fultan Khooferoo.

The prince Moiz ad Dien, after halting fome days in the vicinity

of Nabudter, marched to Zuffirabad Bieder j where, on the day of

his arrival, intelligence was brought him, that the imperial ele-

phants and thofe of Shaw Aulum, which had been fent to fodder at

Patterree Bacherra, were juft attacked by a body of the enemy.

Khan Jehaun, inftantly leaving the prince with the baggage at the

fort of Bieder, marched ; and hearing on the route that the elephants

were carried ofiv he quitted the little baggage he then had with

him, and moved night and day with redoubled fpeed after the Mha-
rattas, who fled at his appearance, and he recovered the elephants,

except a few that were fwifteft of foot, which the enemy had fent

on before them. He did not defifl from the purfuit, but leaving

what he had recovered in chargq. of the fojedaurs of the diftrid:s,

marched on, and near the borders of Terk Chandeh recovered the

remainder from the Mharattas 3 after which he returned to within

four cofs of ZufBrabad, and fending for his baggage, encamped on
the banks of the tank of Kamfeaneh. The troops in this march
experienced numerous hardihips, and even Khan Jehaun was with-

out his tent and proper provilions. Numbers of the foldiers fell

behind, fatigued, at every place on the route, and were not able to

join for fome time after.

His majefl:y being diipleafed with the condudt of Mahummud
Azim Shaw, who had been fei;J: to Ahmednuggur, he was ordered
to the prefence with Dilleer Khan ; but he delayed his departure,
and did not move to court until after repeated commands;, upon
which Dilleer Khan incurred the royal difpleafure. On the way, a
furious elephant broke through the ranks, and ran towards the

prince's
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prince's palanquin, but was luckily put to death without hiirtmg his

perfon. The prince Shaw Aulum was ordered with an army into

Kokun, to reduce the Mharatta fortrefles on the fea coaft. A
plague, which had feldom happened either in Dekkan or Khan-
deflie, occurred this year in both countries, and carried off fuch

numbers, that many large towns were depopulated.

A. H. 1097. The prince Mahummud Moiz ad Dien attended his father, Shaw
A. D.I 685. Aulum, to Kokun, which he entered by the way of Ramdirrahj

but the country in that part being but thinly cultivated, fi^plies of

provifions foon grew fhort, upon which the prince moved to the fea

coaft, and the eniperor iffued orders for provifions to be conveyed by
fhipping to Dunda Rajapore, near Bombay, but they could not

bring fufficient, and famine prevailing in the prince's camp> nuni*

bers died through mere want of food. Khan Jehaun moved from

the tank of Kamfeaneh to Buggulkote, where he halted for fbme

tiffie, and then went againfl the fort of Mulluknehur, of little

flrength, which he carried by ftorm in two days. Himmut Khan
and Raja JefTwunt Sing Bondela headed the aflault. KLhan Jehaun

at the approach of the rainy feafon, having cantoned his army at

Bukkrum Bullee, twelve cofs from ZufHrabad, went himfelf to re-

fide at Koolburga. Juggut Sing, fon of Mukkund Sing Harrah, aa

ameer of two thoufand, died, and, as he had no fbn, his country

was given to his uncle's fon Kifhoor Sing. Shaub ad Dien Khan
and Raow Dulput Sing, having entered Kokun, had an a<5tion with

Sambah at Nizampore, and having defeated him, plundered the

place of his refidence; in reward for which fervice, the emperor

conferred on the former the title of Ghazi -ad Dien Khan Balmdur,

and promoted the latter to the munfub of one thoufand, calling

them to his prefence ; after which he detached them againft the

fort of Joneer,

Dilleer
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Dilieer Khan Afghaun, an ameer of five thoufand, who had

won the prize ofmiUtary fame and condudt from all the cotemporary

nobles, and fully underftood the modes and policy of Dekkan,

where in his operations he was generally victorious ; upon feeing

new amras preferred by the emperor over his head, and that what

he reprefented out of duty was but little attended to, grew weary

of the world, and died from vexation and difappointment. In the

time of his youth he had a remarkable appetite and ftrength of

body, and in his old age was blefled with good health. Upon his

death the emperor confifcated his fortune, which he fuppofed im-

menfe ; but it not anfwering his expeiftations, he confined Peerc

Mahummud, his fecretary, in order to inveftigate the caufe, who
would not inform, though put to the torture. At length he was

releafed.

6j

The prince Shaw Aulum had reprefented repeatedly to the A. H. 1098.

emperor, that from the inclemency of the air in Kokun, a plague A. D. 1686.

had broke out in his camp, which deftroyed great numbers, and

the diftreis for provilions was exceflive; upon which a frefh army,

under Roh OoUah Khan, was dilpatched to efcort the prince tp

court. Aurungzebe marched from Aurungabad with the grand

camp to Ahmednuggur. Khan Jehaun, who had purfued a body
of the enemy to Sangoulah, met Roh OoUah Khan on his march,

and they accompanied each other as far as Ramdirrah. Khan
Jehaun afterwards encamped, by the imperial commands, near the

town of Annunderee, only feventeen cofs from Beejapore. The
prince Shaw Aulum returned through the pafs of Ramdirrah in his

way to court. Moft of his cavaky had loft their horfes, and the

greateft part of the army were on foot for want of conveyance, as

the Mharattas, with the ficknefs and famine, had made the greateft

havock among them. Khan Jehaun paid his refpeds, and, having
fuppliedthe prince with all neceifaries, took his leaves thenpoft-



<A

64 AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN.

ing a detachment In charge of Annunderee, cantoned his army,

according to orders from the emperor, at Almillah.

Several of the amras attendant on the court, on account of the

wafte of their jaghires in the foubahs of Dekkan, now received

falaries in lieu; and the great officers, who from the fame caufe

alfo vs^ere become diftrefled, opened their hands to the receipt of

bribes, notwithftanding the pofitive injunctions of the emperor to

the contrary j they alfo extorted money, under the pretence of fees

for forwarding the views of expedlants at court ; fo that the im-

perial fervice now became but of little advantage, except to the

civil officers of high rank, and their greedy deputies.

Serdar Khan, an Afghaun munfubdar, hired a number of ban-

ditti, and made a pradtice of fending them to rob ; but being foon

deteded, he was puniflied w^ith death, and his effedts confifcated.

A. D. 1099, Khan Jehaun having quited his cantonments at Almillah, en-
A. D.J 687. camped on the banks of the Beemrah, and detached Sippedar Khan

and Dilleer Himmut towards Koolburga to punifh the Pinderras

;

which having done, they returned. Orders arrived to ftation Dilleer

Himmut again near Koolburga, to prevent them from croffing the

Beemrah ; but he died foon after his march, and was fucceeded in

command by Jaun NiiTaur Khan, fon of CoUinder Khan.

Orders were fent to Khan Jehaun to march to Ruflbolpore, and

flop the communication with Beejapore on that quarter, while Roh
OoUah Khan blocked it up on the lide of Shawpore: but, prior to

the arrival of thefe inftrudlions, Roh Oollah Khan had encamped at

Ruflbolpore, and Khan Jehaun at Taktannahj fo that they met

together, and, upon the arrival of a farther order, the latter en-

camped at Shawpore.

As
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As the emperor had determined to attack Hyderabad and Beeja-

pore, he moved with the grand camp from Ahmednuggur to Sho-

lapore, and appointed fyed Zein-al-abid-Dien kelladaar of the former

city. The enemy, fuddenly colleding, attempted a furprize ; but

the fyed, being timely advifed, was on his guard, and defeated

their enterprize. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, being recalled from Joneer,

was fent to prote(5t Ahmednuggur, and Dulput Roy was now pro-

moted to the rank of one thoufand three hundred.

Khan Jehaun was now ordered to Hyderabad, and Roh Oollah

Khan to march for the fiege of Beejapore, where the prince Shaw
Azim was alfo fent with a powerful army. The king of Hyder-

abad hearing of Khan Jehaun's approach, fent Mahummud Ibrahim,

the chief of his nobility, to oppofe him with feventy thoufand horfe.

Skirmiihes occurred between them for many days ; but as Khan
Jehaun had but a fmall force compared with the enemy's, he durft

not hazard a general engagement j therefore, having thrown up
entrenchments round his camp, he communicated his fituation to
the emperor. The prince Shaw Aulum was difpatched with a
reinforcement to his affiftance, and orders given for Beheramund
Khan and Eaticaud Khan to attend him part of the way. The prince
having reached Mulkneher, put his baggage under charge of Jaun
NiiTaur Khan, and marched with his troops in order of battle towards
the entrenchments of Khan Jehaun. The Hyderabadeans made a
charge in different quarters, but in vain ; and in the evening the
prince joined the camp, where it had rained fo hard, that it was
impoffible to pitch the great tents J and the prince, with his wives,
was obliged to put up with a very fmall one. Khan Jehaun, who
was fituated conveniently, fent drelTed provifions for his family and
all the amras who attended him. After three days, the prince and
Khan Jehaun advanced; and, as is the cuftom with the Dekkan
troops, the Hyderabad army made falfe attacks on all fides of the
line. This continued for four days, after which Beheramund Khan
Voj-. II. K ."•^ and
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and Eaticaiid Khan returned to the prefence. Orders arrrlved that

the treafury officers of Khan Jehaun's army fhould alfo ad as fuch

to the prince. Eeruch Khan, an ameer of two thoufand five hun-

dred, an excellent officer, of great experience, was much in the

efteem of Khan Jehaun, who always placed him near his own per-

fon in the field. During this march, Eeruch Khan's elephant,

frightened at the noife of a rocket, ran away. The. driver ufed

every endeavour to turn him, but in vain ; fo that the khan was

taken prifoner, but died fhortly after. He was much regretted by

his followers, who were all treated by him as brethren. The khan

was generous, not pnly to his friends, but to all, being ever ready

to ferve a petitioner ; fo that his good name was univerfal. He ex-

celled moft of the greater amras in the elegant ftile of his living,

and entertained fervants of the firft abilities, to whom he allowed

high pay. His table was always richly and plentifully provided j

and whenever either acquaintance or travellers pafl'ed near his re-

fidence, he furniihed them amply with all neceffaries, treating all

with that attention due to their quality. If a merchant came to him
from Perfia, or any other diftant part, he generally kept him with

him fome days, bought his whole cargo, and difmifled him with

many favours. His mind was truly noble, and he died univerfally

lamented. Himmut Khan Bahadur, Raja Jefiwunt Sing Bondela,

with the commander of artillery, Aga AH Khan Roomee, making
a charge upon a large body of the enemy, who were crofling a long

fwamp of rice fields, two of their principal ofiicers were taken

prifoners by the raja's followers. The fame day, Mahummud
Ibrahim, who commanded the Hyderabad army, fled unexpedtedly

to the city ; and from that day the enemy's forces difappeared al-

together, and the royal army purfued their route clofe to Hyderabad
by repeated marches. The Dekkanees accufed Mahummud Ibra-

him of treachery, exclaiming, that if he had done his duty, the

imperial troops could never have advanced.

The
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The king, not thinking it fafe to remain longer in the city, fhut

himfelf up in the fort of Golconda, though Madna Pundit, his

prime miniller, earneftly entreated him to the contrary ; obferving,

that it would be better to retire to Warunkul, or fome other fort,

from whence he might with cafe fuccour Golconda, in cafe the

imperial troops fhould fit down before itj whereas he would, by

fhutting himfelf up in it, be totally cut off from refources. Abou

HoufTun would not liften to this reafonable advice, and thus clofed

upon himfelf the gates of adverfity.

Mahummud Ibrahim, the general, confulting his own interefts,

came over to Khan Jehaun, and was introduced by him to the

prince, who received him gracioufly, and recommended him for

promotion in the' imperial fervice. Akka Ali was fent to guard the

city of Hyderabad, and affure the inhabitants of protection i but

m.oft of thofe who were able to procure conveyance for their fami-

lies and effedls, had retired into the fort of Golconda, while the

remainder flayed terrified in their houfes, expe<3:ing their fate. The
next day the prince fent his own followers to guard the city, but

they extended their hands to plunder. The hbufe of Madna Pundit,

the minifter, was robbed of goods beyond all account, and flripped

even to the frames of the doors and windows. So many new tents

were found in it, that, immediately after, an old one was not to be

feen in the prince's camp. The king's palace was alfo plundered in

a great degree ; but, after two days, the charge was given to Khan
Jehaun, who reftored order, and colled:ed fome property for the

emperor's account ; but if all the plunder had been thus taken care

of, it would have amounted to an immenfe value. Though the

emperor repeatedly wrote, that when he had plundered this city,

before his acceflion to the throne, large fums were found in tlie

ceilings of apartments, and infilled on all being preferved for his

ufe with the utmofl rigour, yet no one regarded the imperial order,
and many of the firfl houfes were plundered by the troops.

K. 2 Mahummud
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Mahummud Ibrahim being one of the creatures ofMadna Pundit,

that minifter was fulpedted of having perfuaded him to go over to

the imperial army, and of intending to follow himfelf. . It was faid

that the reafon of his adviiing the king not to take refuge in Gol-

conda, was, that he might have an opportunity of betraying him

into the emperor's hands. Abou HoufTun had, on appointing Madna
Pundit prime minifter, taken a folemn oath, that he would not

attend to what any perfons might fay againft him, and therefore he

did not liften to thefe infinuations : but the officers, who hated

Madna, at the inftigation of the king's mother in law, widow of

the late fultan, aflaffinated him as he was going into the king's

prefence, and cutting off his head fent it to the prince Shaw Aulum,

w^ith a meffage, importing, that it had belonged to him, to whom
only, all the infolence and difrepe<fl ihewn to the emperor was

owing, for which he had at laft met his deferts.

m

Abou Houftlin, who had committed to Madna all his power,

and contented himfelf with the pageantry of royalty, being by his

death left without an advifer on whom he could rely, immediately

made requefts for peace, and promifes of a very valuable oiFering,

The prince Shaw Aulum now moved his quarters into an exten-

five garden near the fort, where Abou HoufTun had built a fplendid

palace, in which the prince took up his own refidence. When the

news of the fall of Hyderabad reached the emperor, as a mark of

his favour he fent jewels, elephants, horfes and dreffes for Shaw
Aulum and the amras, under the care of Abd al Kerreem, keeper

of the oratory, and other chiefs ; who upon their arrival at Momin
Putteah, not far from the city, were furprized, plundered, and taken

prifoners, by fhekh Munnaje and the Afghauns in the fervice of
Abou HoulTun, not a man efcaping without a wound. The prince

Shaw Aulum upon this difafter, fent a meflage to Abou HouiTun,

threatening



»a: *•Y^--.-•'

AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN.

threatening to ftop the negotiations for peace, and take ample

vengeance for fuch atrocious infults and breach of the truce.

Abou Houflun made numberlefs excufes, declared that the

attack was not made by his orders, and that he had not the fmalleft

knowledge of it. He colledted the plundered efFecfls with much

care, and fent them with the wounded prifoners to the prince, pro-

mifmg, if he would grant him peace, to make an offering of

» two corores of rupees in treafure and effecfts, which he would col-

le<ft and pay, whenever the prince fhould move from the city to

Koehr.

Shaw Aulum forwarded his petition to court, and it meeting

with the emperor's approbation, Momin Khan was left to receive

the money, and the prince retreated. Aurungzebe was difpleafed

at the great force his fon and Khan Jehaun kept about their perfons,

and the plunder of the city and the king's palace not being accounted

for in the royal treafury. Calling Khan Jehaun to the prefence,

he fent him to the government of Lahore, and difi)atched Syef

Oollah Khan to order Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, Himmut
Khan, Mamoor IChan, and feveral other amras, to quit the prince

immediately, and return to court. Ibrahim Khan, the Hyderabad

general, was promoted to the title of Mahabut Khan and rank of

fix thoufand. The prince was ordered to remain at Koehr, till the

fums fliould be paid agreeably to the treaty of peace with Abou
Houffun.

69

The army againft Beejapore under the prince Azim Shaw had

repeated anions with the enemy. Amaun Oollah Khan, fon of
Aliverdi Khan, and other Dekkan amras, were killed, and Kifhoor
Sing Harrah and others wounded. The communication between
this army and the imperial camp at Sholapore being cut off by the

enemy's

• Two millions flerling. ""
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enemy's horfe, an extreme fcarcity of grain prevailed j fo that a

• feer of rice fold for eleven rupees, and at even this exorbitant

price was procured with the greateft difficulty. Ghazi ad Dien

Khan, with Dulput Roy Bondela and others, were difpatched from

Ahmednuggur to efcort provifions, ftores, and a large fum ofmoney

to the prince. About five cofs from camp they were attacked by

the enemy's army. The khan taking charge of the convoy, Dul-

put Roy, Mujahid Khan, and other chiefs, received the eneniy,

and, after a fevere engagement, defeated them, kilhng about four

thoufand foot who could not efcape the fury of the enraged Moguls

and Raajepootes. The convoy arrived fafely at the camp before

Beejapore, and provifions again began to be cheap. Ghazi ad Dien

^ Khan was honoured with the additional title of Ferofe Jung, and

Dulput Roy with that of raow, and the privilege of carrying the
*• allum in his train.

A H. 1100.
'^^^ emperor this year, at a fortunate inftant, departed with

A. D. 1688. the grand camp from Sholapore to the fiege of Beejapore, and bat-

teries were opened immediately upon his arrival before the place.

The prince Akber, who had taken refuge with Sambah, by his

infligation, fuppofing the imperial territories undefended by many
troops, with Darruk Dafs and about ten thoufand Mharattas made an

incurfion from Kokun towards Hindooftan ; but the emperor, hav-

ing advice of his intentions, had left Merhummut Khan at Ahmed-
nuggur, who intercepted the rebel prince in the neighbourhood of

Chakneh, and defeated him, after a very obflinate engagement;

which put an end to his enterprize, and he retreated again to Sam-
bah's country. Syed Lefhkar Khan and other amras were left at

Sholapore, to guard the heavy baggage of the army and furnifh

efcorts for provifions to the imperial camp. Eaticaud Khan, fbn

of Jumlat al Moolk AfTud Khan, was detached with a force to

obferve

» About two pounds.

>> A fort of pike.
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obferye the enemy's motions. Beejapore was now furrounded on

all fides, and the diiFerent ftations allotted to the amras. Syed

Fatteh AH Khan, reconnoitring too near the ditch, received the

honour of martyrdom, and many of his followers were wounded.

Many fkirmifhes occurred on the foraging parties, and the befieged

daily made fallies from the town. Raow Dulput was wounded

in one by an arrow. Syed Lefhkar Khan was recalled from Shola- .

pore, and the command given to Eaticaud Khan.

The fiege of Beejapore ftill continued, and the befieged to op- A.H. noi.

pofe the approaches with great gallantry. The grand powder A. D. 1689.

magazine, which was placed under ground in the camp, by fome

accident blew up with a dreadful explofion, which was heard for

fixty miles. As the country round Beejapore had been long laid

wafte and uncultivated, fupplies were cut off from the fort, and the

befieged at length became exceedingly diftrefi^ed for provifions.

Every chance of fuccour was loft, and the foldiers became difatisfied ;

but ftill, in this hopelefs condition, they gallantly refifted. At length,

feveral breaches being efFetfted, the difpofition of aflault was made
by Kouwaum ad Dien Khan, commander of the imperial artillery.

The befieged, upon this, judged it fafeft to capitulate, and requefted

terms through Ghazi ad Dien Khan Ferofe Jung i when it was
fettled, that the young king Secunder fliould pay his refpedis to the

emperor, and his principal officers be exalted to munfubs. Ferofe

Jung fent Dulput Raow with a few followers into the fort to bring

Secunder to his quarters, when he conduced him himfelf to the
prefeace of Aurungzebe, by whom, after paying his compliments,
he was allowed to fit. The emperor honoured him with the title of
khan, beftowed upon him many favours, and allotted tents for his
accommodation in the Ruggela Bar. Sheerza Khan was raifed to the
title of Ruftum Khan, Abd al Raooff to that of Dilleer Khan, and
both to munfubs of feven thoufand. Seedees Salim and Jumlheed

were
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were honoured with titles and the munfub of five thoufand, and

all the officers promoted according to their quality.

Aurungzebe paffed to view the fort, through the breach by

which the aflault was intended to have been made, fitting on a

travelling throne, and to the great mofque, where he offered up

thankfgivings for his fuccefs. Syed Leflikar Khan was appointed

governor of the citadel. Upon an aflonifhingly large piece of

ordnance was engraved this infcription; " The prince Ma-
" hummud Ghazi, in fplendour like the fun, under whofe um-
*' brella the world fought a fhelter, by the force of his all-deftroy-

" ing fabre, in half the winking of an eye, took the * mailer of

" the field from Nizam Shaw." This cannon, mofi: probably the

largeft ever known, was made by Roomi Khan, an officer of one

of the Nizam Shaws, and fell into the hands of fultan Mahummud
Beejaporee. The emperor ordered this infcription to be erafed, and

the following to be put in the ftead :
** Shaw Aulumgeer Ghazi,

" emperor of kings, who refl:ored juftice and conquered the fove-

" reigns of Dekkan, reduced Beejapore. Good fortune on him
** daily fmiled, and vidlory exclaimed. He hath fubdued the mafter
** of the field." In this infcription is conveyed the date in which

the fort furrendered. The city and environs of Beejapore are upon

a fine plain without any declivities ; the fort probably the largeft in

the world ; and, between it and the city wall, convenient room

for fifteen thoufand horfe to encamp. Within the citadel was the

king's palace, the houfes of the nobility, and large magazines,

befides many extenfive gardens; and round the whole a deep ditch,

always well fupplied with water. There were alfo without the

city very large fuburbs and noble palaces. Sultan Mhamood kept

on foot one hundred and eighty thoufand horfe j and in the time of

Ali Adil Shaw, when the Mirza Raja lay before Beejapore, that

fultan had not lefs than eighty thoufand. On the emperor's taking

it.

' The name of the cannon.

um
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it, there were not more than two thoufand horfe within it. After

this vidory, the waters of the refervoirs and the wells in the fort

decreafed ; the country round remained entirely wafte for a great

diflance, and a confiderable part of the reft was feized by the pin-

derrahs and zemindars, who acknowledged no fuperior. About a

cofs from the city flood once another vaft town, which might be

called a fecond Beejapore, named Norufs, and built by Ifmaeel and

Ibrahim Adil Shaw ; but it was now quite depopulated, and ruined

palaces only remaining, with a thick wall furrounding it, whofe

ftately gateways were falling to decay.

Cafim Khan was appointed fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, and

Ghazi ad Dien Khan with other amras fent to reduce the country

round Hyderabad.

The prince Akber, finding nothing more to expert from Sambah,

took his departure on board a fhip, with a few attendants, for

Perfia, and Darruk Dafs returned to his own country of Marwar,

Ruftum Khan Beejaporee, who had been promoted to the rank of

feven thoufand, was detached towards the fort of Sittarra againft

the Mharattas, who attacked, defeated, and took him prifoner, but

releafed him on his paying a very large fum of money.

Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and the amras under him, having en- A. H. 1102,

tered the Hyderabad territories, laid wafte all parts of it ; and the A. D. 1690.

emperor marching from Sholapore with intentions to befiege Gol-

conda, on the way vifited the forts of Tuldoorg and Koolburga, alfb

the tomb of fyed Mahummud Gefoo-derauz. The prince Mahum-
mud Azim Shaw was detached to Goolftiunabad to punifh the Mha-
rattas J and the emperor, having moved by the route of Zuftirabad

Bieder, at length fat down before Golconda, and the fiege was
commenced. As Abou Houfliin had efcaped into the fort, Mahum-
mud Moraud Khan, the refident at Hyderabad, incurred the royal

Vol. II. L difpleafUre
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difpleafure for having allowed him to do fo, and was degraded from

his munfub j but reftored fhortly after, at the interceffion of AfTud

Khan. Ghazi ad Dien Khan was recalled to the prefence. Shekh

Nizam Hyderabadee collected an army to relieve the fort, and

Raow Dulput being fent againft him, gave him a complete defeat.

Orders were ilTued to attack a camp of the befieged which had

taken fhelter clofe to the ditch. This fervice was performed by

Mujahid Khan, Kifhoor Sing Harrah, Raow Dulput, and others,

who plundered it. Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, going too

clofe to the fort, was killed by a cannon fhot. Skirmiihes happened

every day with the enemy, and it rained fo continually, that the

roads were rendered impaflablej and grain became fo fcarce in the

camp, that many of the followers died of hunger.

The emperor, from the reprefentatlons of the fpies about his

perfon, entertaining fufpicions of the loyalty of the prince Shaw

Aulum, privately gave orders for a body of armed men to be drawn

up in the grand audience tent ; and fending for the prince with his

fons, commanded Affud Khan to difarm and confine them. They
were degraded from their ranks in the army, their efFedts feized,

and treated with the fame rigour as common criminals. An aflault

was made upon the fort by Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and his majefty

went in perfon to the batteries to encourage the^affailantSj but they

did not fucceed, the enemy "repulfing them with great gallantly.

'

At length, after a liege of feven months, Golconda fell by

treachery. Abdoolla, a principal chief and favourite of Abou Houf-

fun, v/ho had been mofl active in the defence of the place, being

gained over by bribes and aflurances of high rank in the imperial

fervice, admitted in the night a body , of the Mogul troops, under

the command of Roh Oollah Khan, into the fortrefs. The p-ar-

rifon, except a few who were foon overcome, laid down their arms i

and the fultan Abou HouiTun was efcorted by the prince Azim Shaw to

the
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the emperor's tent. The date of this occurrence is included in the

following lines : " Hyderabad was conquered by Aulumgeer, under
" the aufpices of the Almighty, fighting- for the true faith. He
" had the power of Jumfheed, and the wifdom ofAlexander. His
*' valiant heroes, with pious zeal, tore up infidelity and wickednefs

*' by the roots in Dekkan." Hyderabad was now named The
Manfion of Zeal. Cafim Khan was ordered to take charge of this

part of Carnatic, until a fojedaur fhould be appointed. The Car-

natics, now divided between Hyderabad and Beejapore, were for-

merly fubjedt to the dynafty of Ramraaje Carnaticas, once of great

power and dominion, whofe capital was Beejanuggur, fituated fifty

cofs from the fortrefs of Adonee, and one hundred and feventy from

Bieder ; from which their dominions extended to the fea coail one

way, on another to the river Kiftnah, and fome parts to the river

Beemrah. They kept an army of thirty thoufand horfe, a million

of infantry, and their wealth was beyond enumeration. The lafl

Ramraaje attempting to conquer the territories of Adil Shaw Beeja-

poree, Koottub Shaw Hyderabadee, and Nizam Shaw Dowlu- .

tabadee, the three fultans formed an alliance for their mutual

fecurity, and, having joined their forces, marched to the banks of

the Kiftnah, on the oppofite fide of which Ramraaje was encamped

with an innumerable hoft. The allies crofl"ed the river and attacked

him. Adil Shaw was panic-ftruck, but his nobility and troops

flood firm, and continued with their allies to charge the enemy.

Ramraaje, priding himfelf on his vaft fuperiority of numbers, had

pitched a magnificent canopy, under which he fat upon a throne

fhining with jewels, to give orders to his troops ; but when the

army of the fultans broke in upon his line, he removed into a

palanquin, the bearers of which, being much frightened, threw it

down, and he was feized by Nizam Shaw's people, and brought

prifoner to their fultan j who cut off his head and fixed it on the

point of his fpear. The enemy, upon feeing it, took to flight, and

an immenfe treafure of money, jewels and effe<5ts, with two thou-

• " L 2 fand
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fand elephants, fell into the hands of the victorious allies, who
purfued the fugitives with great Haughter to the walls of Beejanug-

gur ; from whence, after receiving a valuable contribution from the

late raja's brother, they retreated, leaving him in poffeflion of the

government.

The imperial firmaun was fent to Mohib Ali, Abou HoufTun's

governor of Carnatic, who had been honoured with the title of

Ufker Khan and munfub of feven thoufand, to prevent the people

of the diftridts from difperfing ; and a force was alfo appointed for

their defence from the prefence. Ifmaeel, Ajeet Naire, and other

Dekkan officers, with the zemindars, had plundered him, but dif-

perfed on the arrival of Mukkerum Khan with the royal troops.

Bam Naick, governor of Sunker, dependant upon Beejapore, hav-

ing made his fubmiffions to the emperor, delivered up the place

;

which was new named NulTerut Ghur. Raja Anoop Sing was
honoured with the command, and the rank of five thoufand, but

died fhortly after. Bam Naick and his fon were promoted to the

rank of three thoufand j but they in a little time fled to Wakin
Kerah, their native place, fix cofs from Nuflerut Ghur, and raifed

difturbances. Mahummud Azim Shaw coming from Goolfhuna-
bad, paid his compliments at court, ohekh Nizam Hyderabadee
fubmitting, was honoured with the title of Khan Zummaun and
munfub of five thoufand. Meer Houfleinee, a principal officer of
Abou Houflun, being raifed to the rank of fix thoufand and title of
Ali Merdan Khan, was appointed to the fojedaury of Kinjee, de-

pendant on Hyderabad Carnatic ; and more nobles were created

than had ever been in the reign of any former emperor. Ghazi
ad Dien Khan was fent with a large army to befiege the fort of
Adonee, and Raow Dulput who accompanied him, was promoted
to the rank of two thoufand one hundred. The khan upon his
march took feveral forts belonging to Beejapore, and one of them,
Heybut Kerrumna, was named Ferofe Ghur. The fort of Kernole

was
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was called Kummernuggur. The prince Mahummud Azlm Shaw
was fent againft MuUukgaum, belonging to Beejapore, which he

took.

Jeflwunt Sing Bondela dying, the zemindary of Oorcha was

conferred on Bugwunt Sing, his fon, an infant of four years, with

the title of raja. At this time an epidemical ague raged over all

Dekkan, of which numbers died; as alfo a great fcarcity of grain.

Ghazi ad Dien Khan having for fome time blocked up the fort of

Adonee, Seedee Mufaood delivered it up ; and with his family

going to the prefence, was honoured with the title of khan and

munfub of feven thoufand. The emperor now moved from Hyder-

abad by the way of Koolburga to Beejapore. Khan Zummaun was

appointed to the fojedaury of Kolapore, in the neighbourhood of

Pernalleh. A peftilence broke out in the camp of Beejapore, raging

to a great pitch, and many of the ladies of the haram died ; upon

which the emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur.

The Ipies of Khan Zummaun brought him intelligence, that

Sambah was encamped near the fort of Kalneh, belonging to him,

about fifteen cofs fi-om Pernalleh, in the paffes to Kokun, entirely

oiF his guard, immerfed in debauchery and hard drinking. The
khan marched immediately, and about daylight next morning fur-

prized his camp. Sambah, intending to move, had fent olf the

greateft part of his attendants with his women on before him, and

was waiting for KubkuUufs, his favourite, who was performing his

devotions, when they were both taken prifoners. Khan Zummaun
immediately informed the emperor of his fuccefs, who beat the

march of vidtory, and difpatched Eaticaud Khan with a confiderable

army to befiege the fort of Rairee, which had been the capital of
Sewajee and his fuccefTor,

77
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Ghazi ad Dien Khan after the furrender of the fort of Adonee,

came to* encamp near Eeejapore, where he was afflidied with the

plague ; from which he recovered, but with the total lofs of eyelight.

The prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was diipatched to Loluk-

kowah, dependant on Joneer in Kokun, and the emperor moved

to Tummeria, fourteen cofs from Porundeh, with the grand camp.

A. H.I 103. The emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur, and Khan Zummaun
A.D. 1691. having brought Sambah to court, orders were given to put wooden

crowns upon the heads of him and his companions, and, mounting

them upon camels, after the manner of criminals in Perfia, to con-

dud; them to the prefence. The emperor gave thanks to God for

having thus put his enemy in his power, and raifed Khan Zummaun
to a higher rank, with the title of Fatteh Jung. Sambah had a red

hot iron drawn before his eyes; and fome days after was, with his

favourite Kubkullufs, put to death. The emperor marched from

Bahadur Ghur to Buggoreh Gaum, fix cofs from Poonah on the

banks of the Beemrah.

Eaticaud Khan fought many fuccefsful battles in Kokun, and

blocked up Rairee, fo as to diftrefs the inhabitants greatly. Sewa-

jee's fecond fon, Rama, after the capture of Sambah, fled with

fome principal chiefs to Seringapatam, and fyed Abdoolla Khan
Bareah was ordered to purfue him ; but Rama, near a fmall fort,

croffed the river, then very high, with two of his followers, and

got clear off. About eighty chiefs took flielter in the fort, and fall-

ing into the khan's hands, he was ordered to keep them confined at

Beejapore. Rama ihut himfelf up in the fort of Jinjee. Wojeh ad

Dien, the fon of Syed Lefhkar Khan, who commanded as his

father's deputy in Beejapore, not attending ftridly to his prifoners,

they made their efcape, by the connivance of his fervants, and

rejoining their brethren, foon raifed difturbances. A few, who in

leaping
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leaping from the walls had broken their limbs, were retaken under

the prifon, and fecured.

Roh Oollah Khan, agreeably to the royal inftruftions, moved to

Pernalleh, with an offer of terms to the inhabitants, but they would

not deliver up the place ; upon which he returned, and marched to

punifh the Mharattas round Rhamutpore, and the fort of Sittarra,

in the country on the banks of the Kiftnah, which is within the

Beejapore boundaries. Orders were fent him to leave the army with

Khan Zummaun, who had been difpatched to command it, and

return to the prefence.

Eaticaud Khan having taken Rairee, and Saooh, the infant fon

of Sambah, with his wives and thofe of Rama, was exalted by the

title of Zoolfeccar Khan and the privilege of ufing the * maeh
meratib, which he had taken belonging to Sambah. The infant

Saooh was honoured with the title of raja, and a place within the

Ruggelah Bar allotted for his relidence. About this time prepara-

tions were made for fending off the heavy baggage to Aurungabad,
and it was reported that the emperor would return to Agra or

Dhely; but news arriving, that a Pinder chief, named Eeluck,

having colledted together a numerous rabble, had taken Ferofe-

nuggur, Roh Oollah Khan was detached to that quarter, and all

thoughts of moving to Aurungabad were laid afide. The khan
marched with all fpeed, and Raow Dulput, who was then kella-

daar of Adonee, hearing of the difturbance, fent Hafiz Morad Khan,
a principal officer of his own, with a conliderable force, who de-

feated the rebels; but, as he had no neceffaries for a fiege, he

encamped at a little diflance from the fort, where he Vv^as joined

with a reinforcement and fome cannon, under Summunder Khan,
governor of Koolburga. Roh Oollah Khan commenced the liege

immediately on his arrival.

Raja

* A ftandard, on the point of which is a gilt fifh.
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Raja Bugwunt Sing Bondela dying, there remained no one of

the family of rajas Shujan Sing or Inder Sing to fucqeed him }

upon which the rannee Amir Koor, grandmother to the deceafed

prince, placed in the raaje Oodut Sing, who was defcended from

Mudhoker Saw, father to Raja Ber Sing Deo, which was approved

of by the emperor, who conferred on him the title of raja, and a,

fuitabJe munfub.

When the emperor heard of Rama's being arrived at Jinjee, he

immediately difpatched Zoolfeccar Khan to befiege that place.

Roh Oollah Khan,, having by ftratagem forced Eeluck to leave

Ferofenuggur, took poffeffion of the place, and then purfued him

to a great diftance. Upon his flying near Hyderabad, he was

feized by the fojedaur, and put to death.

Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived at Korumcundah, fixty cofs

from Jinjee, was attacked by a large army of the Mharattas, under

Ifmaeel Mukh, Ajeet- Naire, and other zemindars -, and though he

had but a fmall force compared to the enemy's, yet relying on the

imperial aufpices, he engaged, and giving them a complete over-

throw, marched on towards Jinjee in triumph, taking feveral forts

belonging to the enemy on the way.

^*n'^^°^'
The emperor encamped at KulkuUa, fixteen cofs from Koree

• ^ 52* Gaum, and difpatched Jumlat al Moolk to the afliftance of Zool-

feccar Khan, who was furrounded by the Mharattas near Jinjee,

Several of the new Dekkan amras had deferted from him to Rama,
and the fcarcity of proviiions in his camp was grown to the moft
alarming pitch. Syed Lefhkar Khan, upon this intelligence, was
ordered with treafure from the prefence and a large fupply of
provifions to join Jumlat al Moolk Aflud Khan, upon whofe arrival

the army experienced fome relief. Zoolfeccar having given the

charge of his camp to Ahmerdan Khan, fojedaur of Kinjee,

marched
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marched fixty cofs into the territories of Tritchinopoly and Tan-
jore, from the zemindars of which he colledled confiderable con-

tributions, and then returned, after gaining feveral advantages over

the Mharattas.

8i

Khan Jehaun Bahadur being called from Hindooftan, was gra-

cioufly received by the emperor, with whom he interceded for the

Mharatta chiefs, who had fent their vaqueels to him defiring his

mediation, and to be allowed to make their fubmiffions ; upon

which he was empowered to give them afTurances under his own
feal, and fent his fon Himmut Khan Bahadur to bring Suntah Ghore-

ra, Dhunnah Jaddo, and others, to the prefence, but they would not

confent to this, being fearful of treachery. Himmut Khan returned

without effc&'mg any thing, much to the vexation of his father,

who felt himfelf difgraced by being unable to fulfil his promife to

the emperor.

limaeel Mukh, commander of the Dekkanees in Carnatic Hy-
derabad, having made his fubmiilions to Zoolfeccar KJian, whom
he joined with his relations and followers, was at his requeft ho-

noured with the rank of five thoufand and the title of khan, and

proportionate rewards were beilowed on the reft. Ajeet Naire

joined Rama in the fort of Jinjee.

Raow Dulput having refigned the government of the fort of a.H. 1104.

Adonee, named by Aurungzebe, Imteauz Ghur, was fent with his A. D. 1692.

followers as far as Sholapore to efcort the prince Bedar Bukht, eldeft

fon of Azim Shaw, who was on his return from the fiege of Sinfin*-

nee, in the Jaut country, near Agra. Being arrived at Bhome, he

heard that the Mharattas had blocked up the road, having plundered

Maleegaum, and put many of the inhabitants and travellers to

death ; upon which he fecured his baggage in a fort, and marched

in purfuit. Mamoor Khan, fon of Dilleer Khan, joined him on

Vol. II. M the
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A. H. 1106.

A. D. 1694,

the route, and they came up with the enemy near Tuljapore. The
Mharattas were full twelve thoufand, and Dulput Roy's force not

more than eight hundred 3 but he had fome artillery, with which

he made great flaughter among the enemy, who fled on the fall

of fome of their chiefs. A detachment from the prefence being

fent to watch them, Raow Dulput marched to Sholapore and met the

prince, whom he condudled to the emperor. He was now ordered

to efcort the Periian ambaffador from the imperial camp to Aurung-

abad ; which having done, he returned, and was joined by a vaft

number of all ranks, who had been waiting at that city for an efcort

to the grand army. Being arrived near Dewaree, intelligence was

brought him, that a large body of the enemy was approaching with

the hopes of plunder ; upon which he left his convoy in a place of

fecurity, and advancing with the troops, forced the enemy to en-

gage, and gave them a total defeat, taking prifoner the chief,

Lukko Sindia, with feveral other perfons of rank. A valuable

plunder fell into his hands. For this fervice, the emperor was

pleafed to reftore the five hundred to his munfub, which he had
taken off on his refigning the kelladaree of Adonee. The Mharattas

were now become fo impreffed by his gallantry, that they ever

after fled on hearing of his approach. He was next commanded
to efcort a fupply of treafure, arrived at Aurungabad from the

inner provinces, which he fuccefsfuUy performed. This year the

emperor ordered a magnificent palace to be ered:ed near Aurung~
abad, on the banks of the great refervoir.

Raow Dulput having brought the treafure from Aurungabad,
notwithflianding the hourly intelligence of the fuperiority of the

enemy, arrived fafely at Sholapore. Agreeably to the imperial

orders, he gave a mufl:er of nine hundred excellent horfe above his

compliment, whom he had called from his own jaghire to attend

him ; but though they did not meet with encouragement from his

majefliy, yet regarding his own reputation on the frequent fervices

upon
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upon which he was ordered, he chofe to be at the additional

cxpenfe of maintaining them out of his private revenue.

- Beheramund Khan at Porundeh, hearing that the Mharattas

had marched towards Toomree, left his baggage at the former

place, and moved by forced marches to purfue them ; but meeting

with Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who was detached on this fervice, he

returned to his camp.

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfla moving with a large

army, to befiege the fort of Wakin Kerah, was joined by Dulput

Raow, and on their arrival before the place, after a very fatiguing

march in the height of the rains, the liege was commenced.

Skirmifhes happened with the enemy's troops every day.

As the liege of Jinjee had lingered to a great length, many of

the Mharatta mainfubdars deferted to Rama, and a vaft army was

advancing to relieve the place. Notwithftanding Jumlat al Moolk
was at Gurpah with a great force, orders were fent to the prince,

to leave Roh Oollah Khan for the fiege of Wakin Kerah, to march

himfelf with all fpeed to Gurpah, and to difpatch Raow Dulput

with treafure and five thoufand horfe from thence to Jinjee to alTift

Zoolfeccar Khan.

Roh Oollah Khan took command of the fiege, and the prince

marched for Jinjee by Kernole to Gurpah. Between Kernole and

Nudeall, where the road runs clofe under a range of mountains,

were feen the inhabitants of them, a wild people, whofe language

is not in the leaft underflood by the people of the villages below.

Their common food is honey, the roots of trees, plants, and the

flefh of animals caught in hunting. They are exceedingly black,

with long hair on every part of their bodies, and on their heads

wore caps made of the leaves of trees. Each man had with him
M 2 unbarbed
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unbarbed arrows and a bow for hunting. They moleft no one,

and live in caverns, or under the fhady branches of trees. The

prince prefented fome of them with gold and iilver, but they did

not feem to put any value upon either, being quite unconcerned at

receiving it. Upon the firing of a fmall gun they darted up the

mountains with a furprizing fwiftnefs, uncommon to man.

On the prince's arrival at Gurpah, AiTud Khan paid his refpe<fts,

and joining him with his army, proceeded on to Suddom, which is

fixty cofs from Jinjee. From this place Raow Dulput was dif-

patched with treafure and a large fupply of provifions to Zoolfeccar

Khan. Raow Gopal Sing Chanderout, Malojee Goherree, Seedee

Salim Khan, and other chiefs, accompanied him. The route lay

through a foreft, which had been totally impervious, until it was a

little cleared by the royal army having cut down many trees and

removed them. Horfemen paiTed with much difficulty, but the

loaded elephants and camels were reduced to the laft diftrefs. The
underwood, which was thorny, was fo twined together, as to

make it impoffible to pafs either on the right or left of the road.

This tedious pafs extended for near forty cofs from Suddum to Kin-

jee. The laft is one of the feven chief woriliipping places of the

Hindoos, which are as follow ; Ajodeah or Oude, Mutterah, Pyauge
or Aleabad, Kafee or Banaras, ICinjee, Ontkaporee, and Dowaroutee.

Thefe feven have a fuperiority above all the other holy places of

refort. The environs of Kinjee cannot be lefs in extent than ten

co{s. There are two temples, Seo Kinjee and Bifhen Kinjee, the

walls round each of which are not lefs extenfive than the citadel of

Beejapore, and within them are innumerable edifices, the coft of
which cannot be afcertained by guefs. Within the town are many
iplendid temples, and without, round about it, a great variety.

The breadth of the town is trifling, being generally one ftreet of

(hops, behind which are the houfes and gardens of the inhabitants.

There
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There are every way a great variety of tanks, which are all lined

with ftone, and have fteps defcending the whole length of each fide

from top to bottom. Thefe are called in Hindoeh, Kund Gobind,

collectively, but each has a feparate name and feafon appointed for

bathing in it. The court of Seo Kinjee has been formed into a

citadel, with baftions and battlements ; and in a part of it refides

the fojedaur. Upon account of the frequent pafTage of troops, who

commit great excefles, this was but thinly inhabited ; but Biflien

Kinjee, which is larger, and the cuftoms of it in the receipt of the

fojedaur, as part of his falary, was populous and flourifhing, being

reforted to by numerous pilgrims, who paid a toll for permiffion to

perform their devotions at the temples ; fo that a great fum is annu-

ally collected. From near the fort of Adonee, to Kernole, Kinjee,

Jinjee, and hence to the fea coaft, there is not a village without a

temple, dedicated either to Luchmun, or the god Ram. Raow
Dulput at length having arrived at Kinjee, took with him Ali-

merdan Khan, the fojedaur of that place, and moved to the fort

of Bindwaftnee, which is twelve cofs from Jinjee ; then marching

by Velore, a fort equal to Ahmednuggur, reached the neighbour-

hood of Jinjee. As Muttullub Khan, who came with Dulput

Raow, had an imperial firmaun for Zoolfeccar Khan, that noble-

man advanced to meet it fome diftance from his camp, the foldiers

of which received new life from the treafure and provifions, having

long been in extreme want. Zoolfeccar Khan having appointed

Raow Dulput to the command of his right wing, he went to recon-

noitre round the fort, and the enemy making a fally, the ra<avv

detached a fmall body, who cut many of them to pieces.

Roh OoUah Khan, who had returned to the imperial camp
after being obliged to raife the iiege of Wakin Kerah, was taken

dangeroufly illj and feeing death approach, fent this verfe to

Aurungzebe :
" The broken-hearted in the night ofabfence, his

*' life haftening to the clofe : with what pangs mufl he die who
** cannot
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" cannot fee thee !" The emperor repaired to his houfe without

delay, and on his arrival being announced, the dying chief exclaim-

ed in verfe, " With what fatisfadlion does the fubjedl quit the
** world, whofe dying moments you cheer with your prefence !"

He expired inilantly after uttering this, and the emperor retired

much afFe(5led at the lofs of fo old and faithful a minifltr. The date

of his death is included in the following verfes :
" The navob, the

" beams of whofe bounty gladdened the world, when the blail of
*' death extinguifhed the lamp of his life, the heavens wept, and,

" mourning, faid, ^Life hath left the world." Sippedar Khan, the

fecond fon of Khan Jehaun, was raifed to the rank of three thou-

fand, with the government of the province of Aleabad.

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfh, with Jumlat al Moolk
AfTud Khan, being arrived in the vicinity of Jinjee, Zoolfeccar

Khan and other amras went to pay their refpedts, and accompany
his highnefs to the fpot fixed for his encampment. The khan was

himfelf ilationed oppofite the great gateway of the fort, and a

rivulet ran through his lines. It was now judged proper to furround

the place. The camp of the prince and Jumlat al Moolk was fixed

toward the hill of Solungwerum, near the redoubt of Kifhenghur,

which joins to the fort, about a cofs and a half from Zoolfeccar

Khan's pofi:, and a trench thrown . up round it. Ifmaeel Khan
Mukh, with others, was ported on the road of Carnaticghur behind

the fort. Near Shytaundoeh, where was a port by which the be-

fieged had a communication with the woods, and procured fupplies,

Kaker Khan was ilationed to prevent them.

As the enemy frequently at night difturbed the prince's camp by

throw^ing rockets, Zoolfeccar Khan ported a body of his own troops

as an outpoft, when they ceafed their infolence. Six thoufand of

the enemy made a fally from the gate facing the baggage camp,

and
* A pun on his name, it Cgnifying foul or life.
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and were repulfed by Zoolfeccar Khan with Raow Dulput and other

officers, who purfued them clofe to the gate with great flaughter. The

prince and Affud Khan moved nearer to Zoolfeccar Khan, and fyed

Lefhkar Khan took up their ground. The rains now fet in with

great fury ; grain again became exceedingly fcarce, and the conftant

duties of the liege beyond meafure fatiguing to the troops. The

enemy made a defperate fally from the fort on the poft of Mahum-
mud Momin, and drove away his troops j but, by the timely fuc-

cour ofDulput Raow, were again repulfed with great flaughter.
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At the conclufion ofthe rains, Suntah, Dhunnah, and other chiefs,

with fifteen thoufand horfe, advanced for the affiftance of Rama to

the reliefof Jinjee; upon which, as there were not troops fufficient

to keep up the blockade and at the fame time oppofe the enemy in

the field, it was refolved, before their arrival, to recall feveral of

the detached polls to the main body. Orders were inftantly dif-

patched to the different amras for this purpofe, upon which lyed

Lefhkar Khan and Kaker Khan joined immediately, but Ifmaeel

Khan Mukh, who was on the other face of the fort, made fome

delay, and his followers were employed in collediing their baggage

when Dhunnah arrived. The khan upon this formed his people as

well as he could, and moved towards the camp, but was attacked on

the march by Dhunnah's army and a large body of the enemy from

the fort, with whom he fuflained a running fight to the poll of Kaker

Khan, when night coming on the battle ceafed, but with the lofs of

great part of his men killed and taken prifoners. In the morning,

the khan, with his remaining followers, purfuing his route over a

pafs, was himfelf wounded and taken prifoner, but releafed foon

after, by the kindnefs of Ajeet Naire on account of former friend-

fhip.

All communication between the prefence and this army having

been long flopped, various idle reports of the emperor's illnefs and

even
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even death prevailed. The prince, on account of the advance of

the enemy from all quarters, thinking or feigning to believe fuch

tales, confulted apart with his own fervants, who imprudently gave

him advice to make terms with the enemy, and, having confined

Affud ad Dowlah and Zoolfeccar Khan, to a€t independantly. Having

agreed with Rama, the prince refolved to join him, and fuddenly

ordered out his followers and baggage for march ; but Affud Khan

being informed of this raih meafure, fent immediate advice of it to

Zoolfeccar Khan, alfo a meffage to the prince, requefting to know

the caufe of his preparing his troops in the night. To this an

anfwer was fent back, that he had received intelligence of the

enemy's intending to make a night attack. Jumlat al Moolk re-

piied-i that the alarm was falfe, and defired that the troops might

retire to their tents, and only the ufual guards be pofted, as other

preparations only ferved to fpread falfe alarms, and difhearten the

army.

The prince learning that Aflud Khan was upon his guard, and

had called together the imperial officers, thought proper to difmifs

his troops, and defer the execution of his plan to another oppor-

tunity. Zoolfeccar Khan being informed by his father of the

prince's condudl, colled:ed all his officers, and remained under arms

during the night. In the morning, after burfting as many of the

cannon as could not be carried off from the batteries, he moved
with all his troops to the grand camp. A body of the enemy from
the fort, after much cautious reconnoitring, advanced to deftroy

the works, while another attacked the line on its march.

Zoolfeccar Khan having joined his father, a council was held,

in which it was argued, that if the prince's plan fhould take effedt,

the emperor would be very juftly difpleafed, fo that it would be

moil advifeable to prevent it by putting the prince under confine-

ment. This being agreed upon, Affud Khan, Zoolfeccar Khan,

and
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and other \mras, paffing by the audience tent, and from thence

upon their efephants within, the netting, threw down the Ikreens

of the dewan khaneh. The prince's fervants were alarmed, and

the attendants of the mahal fired fome mufquetry.

The prince, difturbed at the intrufion, came running con-

fufedly from the fquare of the women's apartments, when fome

foot foldiers belonging to Jellall Khan feizing his hands, brought

him without his fhoes before Jumlat al Moolk. Dulput Raow
feeing him in this humiliating fituation, immediately rode up, and
placed him upon his elephant, feating himfelf behind in the khow-
afleh. AfTud Khan now addreffed the prince, telling him that the

late rumours were falfe, as the emperor was in health j alfo, that

he had adted in fuch a manner as would not only difgrace himfelf,

but bring fhame upon his grey hairs. The enemy by their feints

kept the camp in conftant alarm all this day. As it was not fafe to

leave the prince in his own tents, AfTud Khan brought him to his

and having performed the cuftomary compliments upon his alight-

ing, ordered every thing necefTary for his accommodation. Syed
Leflikar Khan was appointed to guard him, and the attendants of
the mahal were placed feparately.

Intelligence arrived that Suntah was following Dhunnah, and
had arrived at Cavereepauk, ten cofs from Kinjee, and that Alimer-
dan Khan Fojedaur had marched to oppofe him, thinking himfelf
fuperior. Suntah had a very large force; and, in the adion, a
numerous body of Bhela foot, which the khan had hired, deferted
to the enemy, fo that he was obliged to fly, and attempted to
regain the poft of Kinjee, but was taken prifoner with many of his
officers, and all his elephants, camels, horfes, and baggage were
plundered*
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Suntah arrived fliortly after this at Jinjee, and the enemy

amounted now to twenty thoufand horfe, befides the ^rrifon of the

place. Of the imperial troops, great part were unavoidably em-

ployed in guarding the prince and the charge of the baggage. The

prince's followers were difgufted, and would not flir out of their

lines, and Maun Sing Rhatoree, an ameer of two thoufand, with

fome others, feigning illnefs, ikulked with the baggage. Zool-

feccar Khan, Dulput Raow, Serafrauz Khan, Fatteh OoUah Khan

Tooranee, Raow Kanoo Mharatta, and fome other chiefs, with

about two thoufand horfe, engaged the enemy and repeatedly de-

feated them, fo that they could make no impreflion.

The fcarclty of grain became now fo great in the camp, as to

be intolerable : upon which Zoolfeccar Khan with his brave friends

marched to procure^fupplies at the fort of Bindwaftnee, twelve cofs

from Jinjee, and arrived during the night. The Tooran Moguls,

under cover of the dark, plundered the corn merchants, and proper

order was loft by the impatience of the troops. In the morning, the

khan colleding what was left, returned towards the camp. The

enemy had colle<fled at Deoee to oppofe him, and attacked on all

quarters. Raow Dulput on the flank repeatedly repulfed them,

aflifted the front when hard prefTed, and often took charge of the

rear. This night was pafTed near Jinjee, and in the morning the

enemy in great force charged on all quarters, firing fo quickly, that

the grain merchants were thrown into confufion. Their markfmen

aimed chiefly at the amras' elephants, and many fhot pafled over

Raow Dulput, who alfo ufed his matchlock, and wounded fome of

the enemy's oflicers. The bullocks with grain now funk into the

mud in crofling a fwamp of rice fields, and even the horfe could

move but with flownefs and difficulty. The ammunition was
alfo nearly expended. At this juncture, moft of Raow Dulput's

cavalry moved to the right, where was a found road, and thus

became feparated from the infantry, fo that not above eighty horfe

remained
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remained round the raow's elephant. The enemy feeing this,

detached a party of their foot to an eminence near, who fired fb

quick, that matters became defperate. The raow had flopped to help

the camels and bullocks out of the fwamp, and during this the reft

of the troops had marched on. The raow, determined to fell his

life dearly, ftood firmly, and fliortly after was joined by Serafrauz

Khan Dekkanee with five or fix thoufand horfe, when he charged

the enemy, and drove about twelve thoufand near half a mile j then

halting till the bullocks were difengaged from the fwamp, he Howly

followed the baggage. The firing now became lefs frequent, and

being arrived at a brook, where fome fmall pieces of artillery were

fwamped, the khan fixed to them flrong ropes, which having put

round the elephants, they drew them out. The enemy were ap-

palled at fuch gallantry, and went off towards Jinjee. Zoolfeccar

Khan arrived at the camp about nightfall, and fully reprefented to

Aflrid Khan the raow's behaviour, on which he conferred many
praifes.

The fupply now brought was but fmall, and the fcarcity foon

became again diftreffing. Some of the followers ventured to the

enemy's camp with money, and were allowed to buy fufficient for a

meal, which they ate on the ipot, but not to bring the fmalleft

quantity away. The enemy from morning till night daily made
attacks on the camp, in which was now neither provifions, money,

nor hopes of any fpeedy fuccour, fo that affairs were reduced to

the laft pitch of diftrefs. At this alarming crifis, Rama, contrary

to the advice of all his chiefs, propofed a truce, that the army
fhould move to Bindwaftnee, when he would prepare a proper
offering for his majefty. Dulput Raow repeatedly advifed Affud
Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan againft compliance, obfervino-, that it

could only be attended by difgrace, and offering to advance thirty
or forty thoufand rupees for the immediate ufe of the troops, it

being fafer at all events to wait a few days longer, and exped
N 2 relief
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relief from the emperor, than make terms. On the other hand,

all the foldiers, particularly the artillery, declared they would not

remain another day, as they mull inevitably die of hunger -, fo that

AlTud Khan was reduced to comply with their clamours, and make

a truce.
'

ii

AlTud Khan with the prince moved at twelve o'clock the next

day, but the horfes, camels, and other animals of the camp, were

fo; weakened by famine, that they could not take away the baggage,

great part of which was fet fire to, and much left on the ground.

The Mharatta foldiers came into the camp freely, and feeing great

quantities of valuable baggage lying about, promifed the owners

that vs^hatever they left behind ihould be fafely conveyed to them

;

but about a thoufand of them followed the army on the march, and

plundered the flraggling followers. The exhaufted troops arrived

in three days at Bindwaflnee, and grain was procured. News now
arrived that Cafim Khan was advanced as far as Cavereepauk with

large fupplies, and that Suntah had marched to attack him, but he

took timely fhelter in a fort with his convoy. Zoolfeccar Khan,

leaving the prince in the fort of Bindwaflnee, marched to Cafim,

Khan's affiftance, and brought the fupplies in fafety to his camp.

The reports which had prevailed were now happily contradidied,

and the troops infpired with new confidence. As feveral zemin-

dars had attacked and plundered former convoys on the road, Zool-

feccar Khan and Cafim Khan, having marched, colledled con-

fiderable contributions from them. When the news of the fiege of

Jinjee being raifed reached him, the emperor was greatly difpleafed,

and ordered the prince and AfiTud Khan to his prefence. Great

favours were conferred on the former, but much coolnefs fhewn to

the latter. This year a fortification was begun round Begumpore

at Aurungabad, to proted it from the Mharattas.

When
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When Zoolfeccar Khan, upon raifing the fiege of Jinjee, re- A. H. 1109.

moved to Bindwaftnee, the enemy poffeffed themfelves of feveral A. D. 1697.

fmall forts. He now marched to regain them, and florming the

fort of Permacoil, put the garrifon to the fword. He after this

alfo took many fortified temples, which abound through both the

Carnatics, and were built in former ages by the rajas, before the

Mahummedan conquefts. When he arrived near Tanjore, the

zemindar of Tritchinopoly fent a confiderable offering, with requefts

of affiflance to recover feveral places which the raja of Tanjore had

taken from him. Zoolfeccar Khan complied with the requefl, and

obliged the Tanjoree to reftore them. The raja of Tritchinopoly

was an infant, and the power of the flate veiled in his mother, a

woman of great abilities, who conducted affairs with a mafculine

courage. Here is a fumptuous temple, built by the rajas, on the

banks of the Caveree.

Zoolfeccar Khan overran Tanjore, took much plunder and a

very large contribution from the raja i after which he demanded one

from the zemindar of Palimcote, but he ufing many evafions, the

khan befieged the place, which held out, the inhabitants making

feveral bold fallies, for five days 3 when Raow Dulput, with the

lofs of fifty Raajepootes, got poffeffion of the town, and the polygars

evacuated the fort by a wicket in the night, but they were intercept-

ed and plundered by the troops. Zoolfeccar Khan, after the cap-

ture of this poft, placed tannas in Annetwaul, and returned to the

neighbourhood of Jinjee. Having doubts of the fidelity of Ajeet

Naire, he communicated them to the emperor, who ordered him
to be put to death ; which was done by llratagem, as he was too

powerful to be punifhed openly. All his women burnt with him.
His effefts were plundered by the troops.

Affud Khan was now called to the prefence, and again reftored A. H. mo,
to the imperial favour. Zoolfeccar Khan having fent, under the A. D. 1698.

char2;e
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charge of Syed Kubbeer, the contributions of the zemindars of

Carnatic to the prefence, was diftinguijfhed by promotion and other

honours. The emperor with the royal family went to pafs the

Ramazan at Beejapore, and left the charge of the grand camp to

Afllid KJian. At this time, the wells in the city of Beejapore dried

up entirely, and the inhabitants were obliged to bring water from

a diftance.

I

i

The prince Mahummud Mauzim, with his family, had long

been confined clofely in the Ruggelah Bar, and fuffered greatly

from his father's difpleafure. Mahummud Azim Shaw was dan-

geroully indifpofed with a dropfy, and fome ill condud: of the prince

Kaum Bukhih had caufed him to be kept alfo in ftrid: confinement.

At length the emperor, moved by their diftrefiTes and paternal af-

fedlion, ordered the prince's tents to be pitched without the Rug-
gelah Bar, and permitted them more liberty. After this they were

gradually reflored to their jaghires and commands. The prince

Mahummud Mauzim was honoured with the title of Bahadur Shaw
and government of Cabul. On taking leave, he was permitted to

beat the nobut from the royal quarters. Several amras were alfo

fent with him. The imperial camp moved to Birmahpore, called

now Iflaumpore, twelve cofs from Sholapore, on the banks of the

Beemrah river.

Zoolfeccar Khan befieged the fort of Velore, and had reduced

the place to great diflrefs, when Dhunnah and Suntah approached

with a confiderable army to its relief. Dhunnah arrived firil, and

the khan having fent his baggage and women, under charge of

Raow Dulput, to the fort of Arcot, eight cofs diftant, marched to

oppofe the enemy; who then retired to Tirivaddee, where they

furrounded Saadutmund Khan Ghoree, the fojedaur, but the khan

arriving fpeedily, gave Dhunnah a complete defeat, after which he

returned to recommence the fiege.

Suntah
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Suntah following Dhunnah, arrived in the Beejapore Carnatic,

where Calim Khan, the fojedaur, joined by Khanehzad Khan and

Amaun Oollah Khan, prepared to oppole him ; but the zemindars

joining Suntah, he was greatly fuperior to the royalifts. Caiim Khan

fled to the fort of Dundoore, but there being fcarce any provifions in

the place, many men, elephants, camels, horfes, and bullocks, began

to die of hunger. Every hope of relief was cut oiF; and about a

month had pafTed in this diftrefTed fituation, when a capitulation

was unavoidably entered into. The effedls, which had efcaped the

plunder in the field, were all given up to the enemy, and the troops

came out in a moil wretched and famiflied fituation. Cafim Khan
died during the blockade : the other amras, after recruiting them-

felves and men at Adonee, moved to the prefence j but the emperor,

being much difpleafed, would not admit them to an audience, and

detached them to various places. Khanehzad Khan was appointed

kelladaar of Mahummudabad Bieder ; SufFfhekun Khan fojedaur of

Dhamounee; Mahummud Moraud Khan fojedaur of Godereh in

Guzarat; and Ram Chund, fon of Raow Dulput, kelladaar of

Ghur Nummoona; but he fled from thence to his father's zemin-

daree with intention of taking forcible pofleffion ; upon which the

emperor fent orders to the fojedaurs of that quarter, either to take

him prifoner, or put him to death.

9S

Suntah after his vidlory moved towards Jinjee -, when Zoolfeccar

Khan marching from Arcot gave him a total defeat near the fort of

Arnee. Himmut Khan, fon of Khan Jehaun Bahadur, being fent

to the aid of Khanehzad Khan, was killed by an arrow in an action

with the enemy, and foon after Khan Jehaun died in the imperial

camp. Aurungzebe did him the honoi^r of a vifit in his lafl mo-
ments. His fortune was confifcated to the treafury, but the amount
did not anfwer expedtations. He was a nobleman of true dignity j

and, being the emperor's fofter brother, thought himfelf fuperior

to all the other amras. He was expenfively magnificent in his equi-

pages.
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pages, houfes, and attendants. He ufed great freedom of fpeech

with Aurungzebe, who was often difpleafed with his repartees,

particularly, when on afking his advice in the affairs of Dekkan,

he talked in a free ftrain of cenfure on the imperial operations.

A. H, HIT. This year was employed in purfuing the Mharattas, who plun-

A. D. 1699. jgj-gj Dekkan in parties, as far £S Ballaghaut.

A. H. II 12. Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving his baggage at Arcot, marched to

A.D. 1700. colled: contributions, which he exadled from the zemindars of Tan-

jore and other diilridts ; but they did not fuffice to pay up the troops.

He then moved near Jinjee, where inteftine divifions had happened

among the Mharatta chiefs, which gave hopes of taking the place.

Dhunnah, having difagreed with Suntah, reprefented to Rama,
that this chief had ufurped dangerous power, from his large army,

and had formed plans of treafon againft him. Upon this, Rama
difpatched Amreet Raow, a chief of much reputation, with his

own and Dhunnah's troops, to attack Suntah, who defeated them.

Rama and Dhunnah retreated to Jinjee, and Suntah returned to his

own country, much difpleafed at their treatment ; but he was

killed in a furprize {hortly after, by the brother in law of Amreet
Raow, who cut off his head, and fent it to the emperor. Dhunnah
now acquired great power among the Mharattas, and formed a

party with Ram Chund Pundit, Rama's minifter; but Perferam>

another principal Pundit, favoured the caufe of Ranoo, Suntah's fon,.

and his uncle Herjee Hindoo Raow.

At this time Rama entreated peace on certain conditions, and
fent his fon Kerrun under care of Ram Chund Harrah to Zoolfeccar

Khan, who forwarded his petition to court, and encamped during
the rains at Bindwaftnee. The emperor would not liilen to Rama's
goffers of fubmiffion, but ordered Zoolfeccar Khan to commence the

fiege
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jEege of Jinjee ; upon which Kerrun was fent back to his father.

Zoolfeccar Khan was honoured by the title of NulTemt Jung;

upon which he made a great feaft, and conferred rich prefents upon

his ofEcers and troops.

NuiTerut Jung marched, and encamped before Jinjee, of which

he began the fiege without delay. He himfelf chofe the poft of

Soulungwerum, Dulput Raow was ftationed before the gateway

and on the back of the fort. Ram Chund Harrah between it and

Chummar Tungara, a redoubt which was taken by ftorm two days

after by Daood Khan Punnee. Here was the wicket of Shitaun

Dooee, and Nufferut Jung might have taken the fort of Jinjee in

an inftant if he had chofen to follow his blow by this pafiage ; but,

like many other generals, he wifhed to prolong the war. Indeed

the- total ruin of the Mharatta power might have been efFedied

with eafe many years before, but the amras delayed on purpofe, and

fecretly affifted each other to draw out the war to a never ending

length, for their own advantage; alfo dreading, that when the

emperor fhould have finally reduced Dekkan, he would carry his

arms to Candahar and Bulkh, which expeditions were difagreeable

to the nobility, who did npt wifli to encounter the hardfhips of the

north.

97

Rama being alarmed, left his family, and fled to Tanjore.

Raow Dulput, who was ftationed near the gateway, carried his

approaches to Kiflien Ghur, which joins to Jinjee, and was ad-

vanced near the wall, when Zoolfeccar Khan thought proper to

recall him to his own poft, and Daood Khan was ftationed at

Chuttun Ghur. A perfon having found out a path which led

through the woods into the fort, communicated his difcovery to

Daood Khan, who went himfelf with fome attendants to furvey it,

and finding it pafTable, the ftorm was immediately ordered. Raow
Dulput with his followers foon gained the outer wall in fpite of
Vol. II. O all
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all oppofition ; upon which the befieged fled towards the citadel,

called Calicote, but the Raajepootes were too fwift for them, and

put to death great numbers -, alfo taking five elephants belonging

to Rama. The furvivors took refuge in a building called Rauje-

ghur. The wicket of Shitaun Dooee, which had been bricked up,

was now opened, and Zoolfeccar Khan entered with his people.

Daood Khan alfo entered at another part, and the inhabitants

here afked for quarter, which was granted them, but an immenfe

plunder fell to the vidlors. Rama's family having barricadoed

themfelves in Raujeghur, the ftrongeft part of Jinjee, entreated

terms; upon which Zoolfeccar Khan came himfelf to the gate,

and fent in by a ladder Ram Chund Harrah to give them affurances

of protection and good treatment. Palanquins were fent for the

women and children, who came out and were faved from violence j

but one of Rama's wives, fearing diihonour, threw herfelf from the

top of the wall, and was daihed to pieces on the rocks below.

Zoolfeccar Khan remained in the fort to colledl the plunder and

poft guards ; but the other amras returned to their feveral ftations.

About four thoufand women and children were taken, but very few
fighting men. Jinjee is the general name for the whole of the for-

tifications, though there are fix forts and a large town, extenfive

tanks, groves of cocoanut trees, and gardens. The khan having given

orders for the repair of the fort and an invefl:igation of the private

paths, appointed Ghuzzunfir Khan kelladaar for the prefent, and
came out with Rama's women and children under his own pro-

tedtion, to the camp.

This year the imperial camp was overflowed by the rifing of the

Beemrah, and great numbers of people drowned j but at length his

majefty penned a devout prayer, which upon being thrown into the

water, it fell inflantly. The prince Bahadur Shaw was appointed

to the government of Cabul.

.Z^oolfeccar
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Zoolfeccar Khan Nuflerut Jung was called to the prefence A. H. 1114.

from Arcot, The emperor marched in perfon againft the enemy, A. D. 1702.

and after taking in three days the fort of Buflunt Gurrah, fat down
before Sittarrah, a place of great ftrength. Bhaow Kiflina, a

Mharatta chief, with fifteen thoufand horfe, crofled the river Ner-

budda, and after laying wafte Dhamounee and fome other diftridts,

retreated. This was the firft time that a Mharatta chief had ven-

tured to extend their depredations acrofs the Nerbudda. Ranoo,

Suntah's fon, with Harjee Gorereh, commonly called Hindoo

Raow, in conjundiion had colle<fted great riches by their incurfions,

and Rama, at the head of a vail body, alfo committed great excefles

in the imperial foubah of Berar.

Sultan Bedar Bukht was detached to punifh thefe banditti, alfo

2^1feccar Khan ; who, leaving his heavy baggage at Sholapore,

met the prince near the town of Jarnate, and marched in purfuit of

Rama, who fled before him, by the road of Porundeh, and crofled

the Beemrah into his own country. Dhunnah with other chiefs

marched for Birmahpore, where was the imperial baggage camp, , :

and had the khan not followed by very quick marches, they would

moft probably have plundered it. On the day of his approach they

fled towards Sittarrah Ghur, and being arrived near the royal camp,

attempted the plunder of the grand granaries j but Zoolfeccar Khan
coming up, gave them a total defeat. The evening of the battle

Beheramund Khan, meer bukhfhi, joined the khan, and requefted

that he would permit him to take the credit of the victory, in order

to give him reputation with the emperor. The khan confented ;

and accordingly the bukhfhi and his followers were honoured with

the royal thanks and honorary drefTes. Some days after, Zoolfeccar

Khan requefted an audience, and was gracioufly received by the

emperor, who difpatched him with other amras to obferve the

enemy, and prevent them from committing excelTes on the baggage

camp at Birmahpore. On his arrival, he learned that Ouzbuk
O 2 Khan,

*r
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Khan, with a large convoy of money and provifions, was arrived at

Roigurrah, twelve cofs off, but had halted, not daring to advance

through fear of the enemy, who were on the watch for fo rich a

prize. The khan upon this marched to join him ; then leaving the

baggage under his charge, purfued the enemy four and twenty cofs

from the morning until nine o'clock at night, not giving them the

fmalleft refpite or himfelf refrefhment. He then returned, and

conducting the convoy in fafety to Birmahpore, halted fome time in

that neighbourhood.

Intelligence arrived that Rama dying of the fmall pox, v^^as

fucceeded by his fon Kerrun, who furvived him but a few days,

and was fucceeded by his fon Sewa, an infant of only two years,

under the guardianfhip of Ram Chund Pundit, who took up his

refidence with his charge in the fortrefs of Kalneh, and was unani-

moufly obeyed by the other chiefs. Nuflerut Jung purfued a body

of the enemy by Sholapore, and crolTed the Beemrah at Tuljapore,

into their country.

Ruttun Sing, fon of Gopal Sing, who had been fent by his

father to manage his zemindaree, kept back the revenues to his own
ufe ;

. upon which Gopal Sing complained to the emperor, who
ordered Ruttun Sing to the prefence, but he would not obey.

However after fome time he made his fubmifllons, through Mukh-
tar Khan, the governor of Malwa, and embraced the Mahummedan
faith ; which pleafing Aurungzebe, he conferred upon him his fa-

ther's territories. Gopal Sing being diigufted at this, fled from the

fultan Bedar Bukht's camp, and endeavoured to recover his country

by rebellion; but, not fucceeding, he fought a fhelter in the rana

of Odipore's dominions. The emperor at this time fhewed but

little favour to his faithful and moft ufeful fubjedts the Raajepootes,

which greatly cooled their ardour for his fervice.

Zoolfeccar

•i
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Zoolfeccar, after croffing at Tuljapore, purfued the enemy A. H. 1115.

wherever they fled, and had feveral fevere engagements, in all A. D. 1703,

which he was vidorious. Diffentions had happened between Dhun-
nah and Ranoo; but they now faw it their intereft to unite, and

agreed to meet for a reconcihation, and to form a plan of operations,

near Koolburga. The khan, having purfued Dhunnah to the neigh-

bourhood of Tuldoorg, left his baggage at Sholapore, and marched

towards the town of Monillah, which was the place of conference

fixed upon by the two chiefs. Dhunnah upon this ventured to en-

gage, and was defeated. He after this met Ranoo, who brought a

vafl body to join him, at Firofeabad, eight cofs from Koolburga.

Being reconciled, the two chiefs formed a regular camp, near the

ruined fort of Firofeabad, on the banks of the Beernrah. Zoolfeccar

Khan, though his force was comparatively fmall with that of the

enemy, which confifled of thirty five thoufand horfe, repeatedly de-

feated them, and, at length, after a fpace of eight months, they

were rendered unable to keep the field, and feparating their forces,

took ihelter in the woods. After a continuance of fome months,

Ranoo went towards Pernalleh, and Dhunnah towards Wakin Kerah.

The khan, upon intelligence of this, leaving Birmahpore upon his

right, marched, and encamped near the fort of Mujhunder, be-

longing to the emperor. The rains now fet in, and the horfes,

elephants, and camels had been fo harafied by conftant marching

as to be quite unferviceable. The khan had in this laft campaign,

in marches, countermarches, and purfuits/ moved above two thou-

fand cofs, fo that the whole army was exceffively fatigued. Intel-

ligence now arrived, that a body of the enemy committed depreda-

tions between Birmahpore and the royal camp ; upon which the

emperor ordered the khan to take poft where he thought proper

between thefe two ftations, to keep open the communication. The
khan aded accordingly, lliifting his ground from place to place, as

he faw occafion. Daood Khan Punnee was detached from him to

, . the

':M
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the fojedaury of Carnatic Hyderabad, fo that but a very fniall force

remained.

The emperor was ftill engaged in befieging the fort of Sittarrah

Ghur, which yet held out againft his arms with an obrtinate bravery,

and found means to procure daily fupplies by private roads. The

befieged alfo made feveral fallies by night on the camp, but were

always driven back with lofs.

Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, at length carried

two mines under a baftion, which were fprung, and blew up about

four hundred of the befieged who were ftationed upon the walls of

the fort ; but Terbeut Khan having negled:ed to give proper infor-

mation to the troops in the batteries, about three thoufand of them,

with feveral chiefs of note, were killed by the explolion : which

misfortune brought upon him the royal difpleafure, and the refent-

mentof the whole army, as every one had lofl a relation or friend.

The governor ofthe fort, finding it vain to ftand out longer, begged

quarter ; and, at the interceflion of fultan Bedar Bukht, was par-

doned, and promoted to the rank of five thoufand. The emperor

named this fort Azim Tarrah ; and, after fettling a proper garrifon,

moved to befiege Perlee, another ftrong fortrefs not far dillant.

Fatteh Oollah Khan was commanded to condud: the fiege, and

having found an opportunity of planting wooden ladders on the

walls, about three hundred Moguls and others were killed in an

unfuccefsful ftorm ; but the enemy foon after fubmitted on capitu-

lation, which was granted by his majefty, at the interceflion of the

prince Mahummud Azim Shaw. This place was named by the

emperor Norufs Tarrah.

After this, the emperor marched, though in the height of the

rains, which was fo diftrelfing to the army, that even many noble-

men were obliged to travel on foot. He halted for fome days at

Bhofegurrah,
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Bhofegurrah, which was new named Iflaum Tarrah: the prince

Azim Shaw was fent to Malwa, as . the rana had fhewn figns of

difaffedlion by giving fhelter to Gopal Sing Chanderaowt, and a

rebeUion in that quarter was expeded, more efpecially as Shujaut

Khan, the governor of Ajmere, was lately dead, and a new one

not yet appointed. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who had been fent to

corred: the zemindar of Deogur, was recalled to the prefence, and

the prince ordered to punifh him on his march. Upon this account

he halted fome time at Boorahanpore, and was then ordered to

take upon him the government of Guzarat.

Dulput Roy was honoured with the command of the advanced

body of Zoolfeccar Khan's army, in the room of Daood Khan Pun-
nee ^ and though he had before kept up a force out of his own
purfe, beyond his compliment, he on this occafion greatly encreafed

the number for his own reputation.

The emperor moved to encamp at Khouaflpore for the remain-

der of the rains, which were fo violent, that the camp was over-

flowed by the river, and a great number of people and cattle

periflied. The waters rofe up to the gate of the royal muiic room,

and danger was apprehended to the apartments of his majefty, who
was at this time much indifpofed with a fore in the right foot,

which refijfted all the power of medicine, and was very painful.

The prince Bedar Bukht was fent towards Mortizaabad for the

fiege of Pernalleh, and Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to attend him.

He accordingly joined the prince at Moorje, where he halted fome

time on account of the overflowing of the waters ; but repeated in-

fl:ru(ftions coming from court to proceed, the prince at length moved
by forced marches, and fat down before Pernalleh. Zoolfeccar

Khan made an excurflon as far as the fort of Khalneh. The
emperor

103
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emperor moved from Khouaflpore to Moorje, in order to give

inflrudions and affift the fiege.

Dhunnah with a great body of Mharattas having plundered in

the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Hummeed ad Dien Khan
and Munaim Khan w^ere detached againft him ; but a great number

of their followers being killed, they required reinforcements, and

Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to their afliftance. The enemy fled

immediately on hearing of his approach, and he purfued them as far

as Jugoanee in Beejapore, when they made a fland, and were de-

feated with great lofs. The next day a frefh body appeared, and

Raow Dulput purfued them without halting for thirty cofs, with

much flaughter. Zoolfeccar Khan after this moved back with fpeed

to Pernalleh, left the enemy fhould attempt to difturb the fiege of

that place.

All the Mharatta chiefs after fome time united under Ram
Chund Pundit, and moved to the neighbourhood of Pernalleh,

where they plundered the camp followers and travellers without

mercy. A number of grain merchants coming with provifions, the

enemy furrounded them at Rollapore, only five cofs from the camp

;

upon which the prince fent Serdaur Khan Dekkanee to their afllfi:-

ance ; but the enemy being in great force, he could only adl upon
the defenfive, of which he fent notice to the prince, who imme-
diately difpatched Nuflerut Jung, Raow Dulput, and Ram Sing

Ilarrah to his relief. Raow Dulput arriving firft, his Raajepootes

killed about four hundred of the enemy's foot. Zoolfeccar Khan
remained under arms the whole night, and in the morning the
enemy, feeing no advantage was to be gained, took to flight. The
whole imperial army was much diftrefl'ed this year, by fatiguing

marches, fcarcity of provifions, and other inconveniencies,

Ghazi
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Ghazi ad Dien Khan being recalled from Deogur to the pre- A. H. 1116.

fence, was ordered to purfue Ranoo, who committed depredations A. D. 1704.

in "the neighbourhood of Koolburga ; and alfo to punifh Ponapah

Pinder, the raow of Wakin Kerah. Ghazi ad Dien marched

towards Koolburga, and the emperor to carry on the fiege of Per-

nalleh with greater vigour. Mucklifs Khan, fecond bukllii, died,

and Khanehzad Khan, fon of Roh Oollah Khan, being recalled

jfrom Hyderabad, was honoured with his father's title and the office

of grand fteward of the imperial houfehold. When the emperor

arrived in the vicinity of Pernalleh, the prince with all his officers

received the honour of an audience. Abou Houffun, the depofed

king of Hyderabad, died at this time in his confinement in the for-

trefs of Dowlutabad. Dhunnah and other Mharatta chiefs, ad-

vanced to the grand baggage camp at Birmahpore, and the enemy
even invaded Khandeflie and the province of Malwa. Zoolfeccar

Khan purfued and defeated Dhunnah. ,.

Jumlat al Moolk AfTud Khan was recalled to the prefence, and

Ghazi ad Dien Khan entrufted with the charge of the baggage

camp in his room. The fort of Pernalleh was at length taken,

after which the emperor moved with the grand camp, and cantoned

in the vicinity of Kuttafon and Burrah Butchgaum. Beheramund
Khan was fent to befiege the fort of Chundun Mundun, which the

enemy marched to relieve j but Zoolfeccar Khan advancing" in the

night, when it rained very hard, came upon their army by furprize,

and defeated them. The emperor now marched to beiiege the fort

of Khalneh, and was pleafed to exalt AlTud Khan to the title of
ameer al amra.

Zoolfeccar Khan again defeated a great body of Mharattas,
in the neighbourhood of Porundeh, and at feveral other places.
Daring this purfuit, he paffed through part of Berar, which was
much laid wafle by the enemy ; but they had fpared fome pergun-
Vo^- «• P nahs.
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nahs, the zemindars of which were regular in the payment of the

choute. The landholders of Berar and Khandeihe joined the

enemy, to the number of fixty thoufand, and oppofed Zoolfeccar

Khan, whofe force was but fmali, and Alimerdan Khan, the nazim

of Berar, durft not move from Elichpore, the capital of the pro-

vince, out of dread of the enemy ; upon which the khan marched

to within ten cofs of that city, and fummoned him to join; which

at length he did, but every day begged to be difmifled. Zoolfeccar

Khan, regarding the good of the imperial fervice, would not com-
ply with his requeft.

One day, the khan having made a tedious forced march, came
to an eminence where he defigned to halt for the night ; but per-

ceiving the enemy's camp, Dulput Raow was difpatched to attack

it with his advanced corps, and the khan followed to fupport him
with the v/hole army. The enemy were foon put to the route, and

fled feventeen cofs without once looking behind them, fo great was

the dread of the khan's arms. He now permitted Alimerdan Khan
to return to Elichpore, and was vifited by Khodabundeh Khan,

fon to the late ameer al amra Shaifleh Khan, but this nobleman

would not move the fmalleft diftance with him out of his dillrids,

fo that Zoolfeccar Khan was left with not more than three thoufand

horfe. Notwithftanding, he Hill purfued the enemy^ who amounted
to about fixty thoufand, to the fort of Kolafs Ghur, in the Hyder-

abad country. It is the cuftom of the Mharattas to prefs chiefly on

the rear of an enemy, and they followed this mode on the prefent

crifis, but were as often repulfed by the bravery of Ram Sing

Harrah and Dulput Raow.

Zoolfeccar having in the purfuit expended mofl: of his ammu-
nition, found it advifeable to retire to Mahummudabad Bieder for

frefh fupplies, which having procured, he again marched after the

enemy, and gave them a complete defeat on the banks of the

river
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river Baumgunga ; after which they feparated, and fled to the hills
^

in different bodies. They foon again threatened Berar, but Zool-

feccar Khan, by forced marches, advanced to the borders of that

province, when they thought proper to retreat. At this time, from

the river Nerbudda, through all Dekkan, Khandelhe, Berar, and

Kokun, in every diftridt, the Mharattas fwarmed like ants or locufts.

It may not be unneceffary to mention the caufes of the encreafe of

thefe plunderers, who, though always defeated by the royal troops

in the field, yet by their fudden inroads often laid whole diftrid:s

wafte, before armies could arrive to punifh them.

In the reign of Shaw Jehaun the government of provinces was

lodged with amras of the ^rft rank, who kept a large force on foot,,

but were now held l^j, new nobles, of inferior rank, poor, and

rapacious, who neglected to maintain proper troops, and at the

fame time oppreffed the people. The zemindars would not obey

fojedaurs without troops, and became rebellious, and remifs in their

payments. As the fojedaurs could not force them, they were glad

to content themfelves with what they could get ; and in order to

lead a quiet life, entered into fecret agreements with them, and

winked at their difobedience, which made tliem Hill more infolent*

In the countries dependant on Hyderabad and Beejapore, which
before their conqueft maintained above two hundred thoufand horfe,

there were not now flationed above thirty four thoufand. The
jaghiredars could not get poffeffion of their jaghires for want of
troops ; and if they did, their holding them for any time was fo

uncertain, that they did not confider the eafe of the farmers, but

oppreffed them for money by every mode that avarice could devife,

£0 that they entered into combinations with the enemy. While the
newly conquered countries were thus unfettled, the antient terri-

tories of Dekkan were not lefs troubled by the tyranny of governors,

and the frequent changes of them and the jaghiredars,. who were

„
P 2 obli'eed
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^obliged not only to fupply their own neceffities, but farnifh large

bribes to the civil officers about the court. It ^yas reprefented to

the emperor, that the zemindars were in confederacy with the

enemy ; upon which he ordered all their weapons of defence to be

feized, and this left them an eafy prey to invaders, whom at lall

they joined for felf-fecurity.

Contributions were then colleded in lieu of regular revenues,

and the parties fent every where to colled fupplies for the grand

camp were guilty of every fort of excefs. Added to this, the col-

ledlors of the odious religious capitation, forced millions from the

farmers, and accounted but for fmall fums with the royal treafury.

Whenever the emperor appointed a jaghiredar, the Mharattas ap-

pointed another to the fame diftria:, an4''t)0th collected as they

found opportunity -, Co that, in fa(ft, every place had two mailers.

The farmers, thus opprefTed, left off cultivating more ground than

would barely fubfift them, and in their turns became plunderers

for want of employment.

The emperor having taken moft of the Mharatta fortrefles,

they were left without any refource but plunder, out of which they

paid a fhare to their chief, the fon of Rama. Many of the powerful

difaffedted zemindars joined them, fo that they amounted to above

an hundred thoufand horfe. The imperial amras, deprived of their

revenues from the jaghires, had recourfe to falfe mufters, and did

not keep up above half their compliments of men ; fo that detach-

ments could not be fent every where to punifh the invaders, and

the grand army was always employed in fieges, which left the

Mharattas at liberty to plunder almoil without moleftation, but

particularly during the liege of Khalneh, their excefles were un-

bounded. They flopped every communication of fupply to the

imperial camp, where numbers perifhed by famine ; and their infb-

lence grew to fuch a pitch, that they once a week offered up mock
prayers
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prayers for the long life of Aurungzebe, whofe mode of making

war was fb favourable to their invafions and depredations. Added

to this, the imperial troops were tired out with a conflant campaign

of above twenty years, and grew difgufled and remifs in their duty.

Zoolfeccar Khan, during fix months, had nineteen aftions with

the enemy, and purfued them from place to place, above three

thoufand cofs, in marches and countermarches.

109

Zoolfeccar Khan encamped for fome time near Satoor, and then A. H. 1117.

made incurfions to the neighbourhood of Kundaneh, where the A. D. 1705.

Mharattas had fixed their cantonments. The fort of Khalneh now
fell into the emperor's hands, when, notwithftanding the height of

the rains, he moved to "Bahadur Ghur, This march was attended " '^

with fo many inconveniences, that even the emperor's tents were

often left far in the rear, and bodies of the enemy plundered part

of the baggage, which, through the fatigue of the elephants,

camels, and bullocks, were left behind in different places. Zool-

feccar Khan was difpatched towards Ahmednuggur in purfuit of the

enemy, who were committing depredations in that quarter. Behe-

ramund Khan, meer bukhftii, one of Aurungzebe's oldeft nobility

and friends, dying was buried at his own requeft in a fmall

tomb at Bahadur Ghur. He was fucceeded in his ofiice by Zool-

feccar Khan Nufiierut Jung, who, notwithftanding this appoint- *

ment, continued in the command of the army againft the Mharattas,

and MuttuUiib Khan acfted as his deputy in the prefence.

The depredations of a large body of the enemy near the royal

camp were encreafing daily, and fome of the imperial elephants

were carried off from their foraging ground, at only two cofs diftant

from it. Mahummud Ameen Khan Tooranee, fuddur al fuddoor,

was fent to recover them, but the enemy prefixed him fo hard, that

his elephants, horfes, camels, and baggage, fell into their hands.

He
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He himfelf with the greateft difficulty efcaped alone into a village^

from which he travelled in a common hackery to Chumarcondeh,

v/here the fojedaur fupplied him with neceflary conveyance to the

royal camp. Aurungzebe however received him gracioufly, and

conferred many favours upon him. The emperor after this marched

to befiege the fort of Kundaneh, and Fatteh OoUah Khan was fent

to condudt the artillery from Khalneh. He was hard puftied by the

enemy near Rhamutpore, but Zoolfeccar ELhan arrived in time to

his affillance, and it was refolved to punifli Dhunnah efFed:ually.

At tliis inftant intelligence arrived, that Cheen Koollich Khan,

fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, was arrived on the banks of the

Kiftnah, lixteen cofs from the city, and that a large body of Mha-
rattas had marched with the hopes of plundering him, Zoolfeccar,

upon this, moved by forced marches to fupport him, but upon his

arrival at Beejapore he learned that Koollich Khan had fafely gained

the fort of Mudkul, and Dhunnah, being difappointed, had gone

towards the neighbourhood of Koolburga. Though Ghazi ad Dien,

Khan was at the head of an army to punifh the enemy, he did not

move to the affiftance of his fon. Upon his arrival at Koolburga,

Zoolfeccar Khan received orders to haften to the prefence. At this

time the emperor v^^as employed in the fiege of Kundaneh, where.

Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, had eredted his batteries

on the fame hill, that the Maharajah JelTwunt Sing had formerly

done. Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived in camp, was gracioufly

received, and ordered to carry on approaches on the lide of Sewa-
pore. Many days had not pafled, when intelligence arrived that a.

body of Mharattas, having crofled the Nerbudda, were committing

depredations near Oojein, and that the Afghauns of Malwa hadalfo

raifed a rebellion j upon which Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to.

march for the defence of that country. Raow Dulput was now
promoted to the rank of three thoufand. Ghazi ad Dien Khan was

appointed to the government of Berar, and to defend the country.

oi
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•of Tellngana, when he fixed his cantonments clofe to the fort of

Candahar.

The emperor ftill lay before Kundaneh. Sultan Mahummud

Bedar Bukht was appointed to. the government of Aurungabad and

Boorahanpore. The enemy, after plundering the environs of the

lafl mentioned city, crofled the Nerbudda, and deftroyed the town

of Ghurkore. Though Raja Jey Sing and Ruftum Khan Dekkanee

were detached againfl them by the prince, yet no advantage was

gained; upon which the royal orders were ilTued, that the prince

and Zoolfeccar Khan fliould adt in conjundiion.

The khan arriving near Ferdapore, the Mharattas quitted the

fiege of that city, and made incurfions into Berar. The prince left

Alimerdan Khan for the defence of Boorahanpore, and Zoolfeccar

Khan detached Ruftum Khan Dekkanee for the protection of Berar.

Intelligence arrived, that the enemy under Dhunnah's fon had be-

fieged Sultanpore Nudderbar, upon- which Zoolfeccar Khan marched

to that quarter, where, on his arrival, he learned that they had

gone to Buggellana. The khan purfued them, and arrived at

Ambolah, where Ragnoo, a Mharatta chief in the fervice of Mo-
attiber Khan, tannadaar of Kallean and fojedaur of Goolfhunabad,

maintained a body of robbers, and carried on an open traffick un-

molefted with merchants, for the effedls plundered by his people,

but he found means to evade the khan's difpleafure.

Dhunnah's fon now moved with intentions to infeft the environs

of the royal camp, but Zoolfeccar Khan, by forced marches
haftening to Nerool, prevented his putting his defign into execu-
tion. The fort of Kundaneh was now given up by the governor to
the emperor for a fum of money. The enemy foon after this plun-
dering in the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Zoolfeccar
Khan as often repulfed them as they dared to approach. About this

time

te^-
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time negotiations were carried on by fultan Kaum Bukhfli with the

enemy for a peace, and Raja Saooh was releafed from the Ruggelah

Bar, and entrufled to the care of the prince ; but the Mharattas,

who now had acquired great ftrength, and plundered at pleafure all

the provinces of Dekkan, were fo infolent in their demands, that

all thoughts of accommodation were foon again laid aiide, and Raja

Saooh remanded to his confinement. Zoolfeccar Khan was dif-

patched into Khandeihe, where nearly forty thoufand Mharattas

committed great depredations.

The emperor, after the fall of Kundaneh, cantoned in the town

of Poonah ; but, owing to the plunders of the enemy, grain was fo

dear in the royal camp, that only three feer could be had for a

rupee. A great drought had alfo happened in all the provinces

of Dekkan, fo that there was little cultivation, and many of the

inhabitants fought an afylum acrofs the Nerbudda. The emperor's

affairs vifibly decUned, and the enemy roamed at large in every
quarter. Zoolfeccar Khan moved by rapid marches to the neigh-

bourhood of Boorahanpore, when they fled into Bcrar ; and Ghazi
ad Dien Khan being entrufted with the protection of that province,

he did not purfue them, but agreeable to the imperial orders marched
to proted Aurungabad and Ahmednuggur.

Though provifions were beyond expreflion fcarce in the royal
camp, yet Aurungzebe marched from Poonah to befiege the fort of
Raujeghur; and Sudder ad Dien Mahummud Zumman Khan, third
bukhfhi, was ordered to proted: the grand baggage camp at Bahadur
Ghur. Zoolfeccar Khan with a convoy of grain, of which he had
colleded a great quantity, arrived fafely at the royal camp, and
was promoted to additional rank for this fervice. The Mharattas in
Berar, having completely defeated Ruilum Khan, crofled the Ner-
budda i upon which Ghazi ad Dien Khaji marched after them, and
orders were fent to the munfubdars of Malwa to colled and oppoie

them.
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them. The prince Mahummud Bedar Bukht was alfo ordered to

crnfs the Nerbudda, and Zoolfeccar Khan to protedl Aurungabad

and Boorahanpore, till his return.

Negotiations towards th^/ettlement of a peace were ftill carried

on, through the fultan Kaum Bukhfh, with Dhunnah Jadoo, who
only entered into them to deceive and delay time. Neema Sindia,

after crofling the Nerbudda, plundered the province of Malwa as

far as Seronje. The forts of Raujeghur and Toorreah fell to the

royal arms.

Zoolfeccar Khan encamped on the banks of the Gung, and the

prince Bedar Bukht marched towards Oojein, but cantoned for

Ibme time near Boorahanpore. The emperor, after the fall of

Raujeghur, moved towards the fort of Sumber Chiimber; but, on

account of the rains, halted within fourteen cofs. Raow Dulput

efcorted a large convoy of fupplies as far as Ahmednuggur, in the

way to the royal camp. Ali Nukkee, a grandfon to the Periian

emperor, being difgufted, fled to Surat, from whence he fent a

petition to Aurungzebe, who invited him to court, and upon his

arrival conferred upon him the command of three thoufand horfe,

and the title of MirzaSufFavee Khan.

Zoolfeccar Khan detached Dulput Raow and Ram Sing Harrah

in purfuit of the enemy, who had made incuriions to the vicinity of

Beejapore and Beelbuttah. They followed them from thence into

Khandeihe, where they completely defeated and obliged them to

evacuate that province entirely, taking a gteat number of their

horfes and arms ; after which they returned to Aurungabad.

Neema Sindiah, who had quarrelled with Dhunnah, feparated

from him ; and crofling the Nerbudda, as before mentioned, plun-
dered the province of Malwa as far as Seronje, at the infligation of
Vol. ir. (^ the
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the rebel raja Sutterfal Bondela ; but they did not long agree to-

gether. The imperial orders had been fent for the prince Bedar

Bukht to purfue the invader, but he was delayed, and Ghazi ad

Dien Khan Ferofe Jung, after punifhing the Mharattas in Berar,

left his baggage at Boorahanpore, and moved by quick marches to

Seronje, from which the enemy fled before his arrival; but the

khan wrote to court that he had gained a vidtory, which pleafed the

emperor fo much that he immediately conferred upon him the title

of Sippaeh Sallar, and many favours on ail his principal officers

;

but they were withdrawn on the truth being made known, and he

returned to his government in Berar. Dulput Raow agreeably to

the orders of Zoolfeccar Khan, condudled the family of the prince

to Boorahanpore, and then returned. Roh Oollah Khan, grand

fteward of the imperial houfehold and treafurer of the privy purfe,

fon to the deceafed nobleman of the fame name, died about this

time. The emperor himfelf was taken very ill, but recovered in a

Ihort time. A great fcarcity of grain prevailed all through Dekkan.

The imperial revenues, numerous elephants, and a vaft caravan,

having arrived from Hindooftan at Aurungabad, Raow Dulput

and Ram Sing Harrah efcorted them at two different times to

Ahmednuggur and the imperial camp. Khodabundeh Khan, fon

to the late ameer al amra, who was fojedaur of Camatic Bee-

japore, was called to the prefence, and diftinguifhed by the

poll of grand fleward of the houfehold. Two caravans, one

foon after another, coming from Hindooftan towards Aurunga-

bad, were both greatly plundered by the Mharattas near the pafs

of Ferdapore, fo that the army, by thefe difafters and the wafte

of the jaghires by the enemy, were exceedingly diftrefled for all the

neceflaries of life. The Mharattas, by their' frequent fuccefsful

plunders, became very rich and powerful. A party even advanced

clofe to the city of Hyderabad, with intentions to lay it wafle,

Dhunnah, Kunnoot, and Hundoo roamed at large in the Camatic,

where Daood Khan, an ameer of five thoufand, deputy of Zoolfeccar

Khan,
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Khan, fought with them many battles. Though the emperor was
in Dekkan, and above one hundred and feventy thoufand horfe were

paid for by him in the camp and the provinces, yet they did not

fuffice. The powers of government became relax in every quarter.

Aurungzebe moved from the cantonments of Ghur Kerroofs to punifh

Ponapah Pinder, who had rebelled in the diftridis of Wakin Kerah,

and entertained evil deligns upon Zuffirabad Bieder. The enemy
made an attack on the imperial baggage near Bahadur Ghur, and

acquired a great plunder, befides fetting fire to great quantities of

valuable effed:s. Their infolencies were greater than in the laft

year, fo that the lands round all the capital cities were totally

wafte, and lay uncultivated. ISeema Sindia made an attempt ta

advance to Banaras, through the country of Nagpore, but the

zemindars united, and prevented his defign. The Mharattas retook

feveral fortreifes that had lately fubmitted to the royal arms, but par-

ticularly the ftrong fort of Loeh Ghur. The prince Bedar Bukht

had, agreeably to the imperial orders, gone to Oojein, fo that there

did not remain a force at Boorahanpore to furnifh efcorts for the

caravans which came from Hindooftan; upon which Zoolfeccar

Khan marched with his army to that city, and after punifhing a

body of the enemy, who were on the watch for plunder, conducted

the treafure and fupplies to Aurungabad. His force being but fmall,

he was obliged to requefl a reinforcement for the defence of that

city. Accordingly, Mogul Khan Tooranec was detached to join

him - for this purpofe, and Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving him there,

marched with a large convoy of treafure and fupplies to the imperial

camp.

"5 J;i

The emperor was ftill engaged againft the rebels of Wakin A.H. iri8 19.

Kerah, but the roads all round were crowded with large bodies of A. D. 1706-7.

the enemy; yet fuch was their dread of Zoolfeccar Khan, that,

whenever he approached, they fled inftantly to the diftance of thirty

five or forty cofs ; and he efcorted his convoy in fafety to the royal

0^2 camp.
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camp. The emperor encamped about a cofs from the fort of Wakin
Kerah, and ordered Cheen KooUich Khan, Hummeed ad Dien Khan,
Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery and others, to conduft the

fiege. They accordingly raifed two large mounds of earth near the

gateway, which were immediately occupied by the troops of the

:

fultan Mahummud Kaum Bukhfli. Cheen Koollich Khan attempt-

ed, but in vain, to get pofleffion of a hill on another quarter of the

fort, but was repeatedly repulfed by the enemy, who fallied out in
great numbers. Hummeed ad Dien Khan alfo was obliged to quit

his ftation, and with difficulty regained the camp. Dhunnah, with
other chiefs, having collea:ed about five thoufand.horfe and five and
twenty thoufand foot, infefled the neighbourhood. An entrench-
ment was drawn all round the royal camp. The enemy made fuch
powerful fallies from the fort, daily and nightly throwing rockets,

that not a fingle perfon durft venture out of the camp. Detachments
from it were repeatedly defeated, and the diftrefs for grain and
forage became pinching to the laft degree. The caufe of thefe

difgraces was, that the prefent race of amras, out of avarice, folly,

and inexperience, negledied the veterans and their fons, and mounted
as cavalry their own timid, ilothful, menials and flaves, whofe
fighting and running aw ay became fynonymous terms. The deceit-
ful Pinderrehs made propofals of peace, through the prince Kaum
Bukhfh and Cheen Koollich Khan ; but, though the emperor re-

peatedly difapproved of them, they ftill continued their importunate
Solicitations, and indeed all the amras were alarmed at the enemy's
encreafing fuperiority.

At this time, Zoolfeccar Khan was on his march with fupplies
from Aurungabad. The emperor fent repeated orders to haften him
and Daood Khan to the prefence ; and, for the prefent, regarding
the fears of the amras about his perfon, feemingly liilened to the
propofals of the enemy, and beftowed khelauts on Pon^ah, with-

an
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an elephant, and gave fbme jewels to his mother. Mohtufhum

Khan was fent into the fort as kelladaar. Zoolfeccar Khan being

arrived at the-imperial camp, was gracioufly received by Aurungzebe,

who ordered him immediately to march againfl the Mharattas and

Pinderrehs. The khan, accordingly, with Raow Dulput, Ram
Sing Harrah, and other chiefs, moved to the fpot where the befieged

had repulfed Hummeed ad Dien Khan, and reconnoitred it carefully.

The enemy, confiding in the natural ftrength of the place and their

numbers, made a great fhew of refiftance ; but the khan foon drove

them away with a very great flaughter, upon which they fled for

fhelter to Tulwarreh, clofe under the hill near the gate of the fort.

Zoolfeccar drove other bodies from feveral polls, killing great

numbers of the enemy, and lofing feveral of his own men, who
gallantly purfued too near the ditch. Cheen Koollich Khan, who
remained all the while an inadive fpediator, and who, if he had
joined in the affaults, might have been of great fervice, complained

on his return that he was not affifled by Zoolfeccar Khan, and was
believed by his majefly. The next day Zoolfeccar Khan went to fix

on proper places for ereding batteries, and a body of horfe and foot

came out to oppofe him, but were foon repulfed by Dulput Raow,
and fled to the hill. Some days after this, Daood Khan Punnee
joined from the Carnatic, and Zoolfeccar Khan with his troops and
fome other amras gained pofi*effion of two eminences near the gate.

Jumfheed Khan, an ameer of five thoufand, was killed by a ball in

the attack. Day and night were now employed in erediing batteries.

Intelligence arrived, that Kunnoput, who was advancing with a

large body of Mharattas to relieve the fort, had died on the march,
and that the lately conquered fort of Kundaneh was retaken by the

enemy. The befieged, who were now greatly alarmed at the gal-

lantry and fuccefs of Zoolfeccar Khan, made ferious propofals of
fubmifiion ; and the prince Kaum Bukhfli with Cheen Koollich Khan
were ordered to examine them, and manage the negotiation ; but

this
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this did not prevent Zoolfeccar Khan, who was not to be diverted by

their ftratagems, from carrying on vigorous hoftilities. He divided

his army into two bodies, and with one, in perfon, attacked the

town of Tulwarreh, clofe under the fort, which he carried, after a

very bloody aflault. The enemy then took fhelter in the fort, and

annoyed the troops with rockets and mufquetry from the walls, but

to no purpofe ; fo that in the evening Ponapah, with the Mharatta

chiefs, being quite difheartened, made their efcape by a private road

behind the fort. Raow Dulput feeing that all firing from the walls

had ceafed, and hearing no noife, ventured up to the fort, and

finding it empty, fet the houfes on fire. Munfoor Khan was ordered

to take poffeffion, and Zoolfeccar Khan fent to inform and con-

gratulate the emperor. The fire continued burning the whole night

and the next day, when a magazine of powder blew up, and killed

many people. An accident of the fame kind happened the next

day alfo. The fort of Wakin Kerah is of no great flrength, but

requires a very large garrifon to defend it.

Zoolfeccar Khan was not properly rewarded for this vidtory,

the praife of which was beflowed upon others, who had no fhare in

it, yet had the addrefs to make the emperor reprove the khan for

having let the enemy efcape unmolefted. The royal ear indeed had

long been poflfeiTed by a few defigning men, who diverted him from

attending to his moft ufeful fervants, which gave much difguft, and

weakened the affe(ftions of the army to the royal perfon.

Zoolfeccar Khan was fent to punifh the zemindars about Kool-

burga and Khankernee, and to efcort the imperial elephants and

horfes to Aurungabad. Terbeut Khan was difpatched with an army

to retake Kundaneh, about three cofs from which the emperor now

ereded cantonments. Zoolfeccar Khan, after fettling the contribu-

tions of Koolburga and other places, moved to Aurungabad, where

he
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he remained Ibme time, and difpatched Mogul Khan with treafure

and fupplies to the imperial camp. Intelligence arriving that Neema

Sindia was plundering the pergunnah of Bertoo, five and twenty

cofs from Aurungabad, though Zoolfeccar Khan had fent great part

of his troops to efcort treafure to the royal camp, he did not wait

for their return, but moved by forced marches, and the enemy fled

as he approached. He did not give over the purfuit, but followed

them to their baggage camp, to defend which they made a fland,

and were completely defeated, with the lofs of feveral of their chiefs,

and all their baggage and plunder fell into the hands of the vidtors,

who returned in triumph to Aurungabad. This was that body of the

enemy who had laid waile the provincfe ofIVialwa as far as Seronje.

Zoolfeccar Khan was again fummoned to the imperial prefence,

but being taken ill, was obliged to delay his march for fome time.

Upon his recovery he obeyed, and had an audience of the emperor

at Bahadur Ghur, who had moved there to keep the Ramazan.

Seyadut Khan, who had gone out to hunt with a fmall party from

the camp, was made prifoner by a body of the enemy. The em-
peror at this time was taken dangeroufly ill ; upon which the prince

Mahummud Azim Shaw was called with great hafte from Ouzarat

to the prefence. '

119

Zoolfeccar Khan with Terbeut Khan, meer atufh, was fent

with a confiderable army to retake Kundaneh; and raja Saooh,

Sambah's fon, who had been confined long in the Ruggelah Bar,

was delivered over to his cuftody, Roy Bhan BhofTela Mharatta,

who had been raifed to the rank of fix thoufand, was alfo fent with

him, in hopes that by his means the other chiefs might be prevailed

upon to fubmit and conclude a peace. Zoolfeccar Khan entrufled

the guard over Raja Saooh to fyed Ghuzunfir Khan. The emperor
gave inflru<aions, that as difTentions had now broken out among the

Mharattas,
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Mharattas, letters fhould be written from Raja Saooh to invite them
to fubmit. This was done, but without effect. Ten thoufand were

ftruck off from the rank of fultan Kaum Bukhfh, who had been

guilty of fome undutiful behaviour.

Aurungzebe marched from Bahadur Ghur to Ahmednuggur,

and on the route the enemy committed great infults on the line.

Hummeed ad Dien Khan was ordered to repulfe them ; but he com-

mitted the charge to his officers, who were foon defeated, and

many of them taken prifoners. The enemy then charged the bag-

gage, and carried off a vaft plunder -, but when the emperor's train

came in fight, they, as if flruck with awe at the tremendous pomp
of majefty, retired and looked on quietly at a diflance, which was
at this period the greatefl good fortune. The royal camp halted

under the walls of Ahmednuggur. Gopal Raow Chanderaowt,

being much diflreffed in his circumflances, deferted to the enemy,

Dhunnah Jadoo, Neema Sindia, and Odooah Mulhar, with other

Mharatta chiefs, furrounded the imperial camp at Ahmednuggur,
but were bravely repulfed and obliged to fiy by Khan Aulum, fon
of Khan Zummaun. Zoolfeccar Khan reduced the fort of Kun-
daneh, and the befieged capitulated through the mediation ofRam
Sing Harrah, at whofe requefl they were allowed to depart in
fafety.

There are above an hundred fine wells in this fort. Munfoor Khan
was appointed kelladaar, but proper flores of provifions could not be
fpared for its fupport ; and this was the cafe with all the forts which
had been taken in Dekkan, where the long wars and continual depre-
dations had rendered all the neceffaries of life exceedingly fcarce.
The prince Mahummud Azim Shaw arrived from Guzarat at
Ahmednuggur, -and had an afi^eding meeting with the emperor.

Ibrahim
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Ibrahim Khan, Ton of the late Alimerdan Khan, was removed

from the government of Cafhmire and appointed to that of Guzarat,

of vrhich the prince Bedar Bukht was ordered to take charge until

his arrival^ and punifh the rebel Anoomund, who, from being a

feller of drams, had pradifed robbing, and by his fucceffes raifed

himfelf to the command of a large body of banditti, with whom he

had joined the Mharattas. This rebel, on the departure of Azim

Shaw, finding Guzarat unproteded, had entered the province,

where he defeated and took prifoner Nuzzer Ali Khan, the foje-

daur of Brodrah, a very wealthy town, inhabited by capital mer-

chants and bankers, whom he plundered of an immenfe booty, and

made a fecure retreat with his prize.

Great bodies ofbanditti plundered atdifcretion about Aurungabad,,

and the zemindars ofMultan and Tatta rebelled, but were quelled by

fultan Moiz ad Dien, who on this occafion difplayed great gallantry

and condud:. Khan Aulum was fent to protect the province ofMalwa,

and Nijabut Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan were both ordered to drive

the enemy from Aurungabad. Zoolfeccar Khan fent his baggage into

Ahmednuggur, and moved by forced marches, but upon his arrival

near Payen Ghaut, he learned that the enemy had fled another way

to the banks of the Gung. Ghazi ad Dien Khan had remained all

this while inactive, only ten cofs from the enemy's camp. Zoolfeccar

Khan flill purfued them without remiflion, and at laft they croffed

the Beemrah into their own diftrids; upon which, finding the

country clear and the rains fetting in, he returned to the imperial

camp. His troops in this purfuit fuffered every hardfhip from want

of provifions and exceffive fatigue. He next marched towards the

fort of Moorje, upon which Dhunnah croffed the Kiftnah. Intel-

ligence arrived, that Ponapah Pinderfeh and Hindoo Raow had

poiTeffed themfelves of the fort of Bilcondah, belonging to Beeja-

pore, and taken the kelladaar prifoner ; alfo that the fort of Buf-

VoL. II. R funt
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funt Ghur had fallen into their hands. Daood Khan recovered the

former to the imperial pofTeflion. Seyadut Khan procured his releafe

from the enemy for a large fum of money, but he was rendered

blind of both eyes from the wounds he had received. Zoolfeccar

Khan encamped, on account of the rains, within twelve cofs of

Moorje, but was fo diHrefled for provilions that his cavalry became

almoft unfit for fervice.

I

When Shaw Jehaun fent the fultan Dara Shekkoh againil Can-

dahar, he gave the foldiery two years' pay in advance, and fent

two years of grain with the army. During his whole reign, the

fingle war of the rana was the only one that gave trouble. Aurung-

zebe's reign had been a continued war, and now, even in the royal

camp at Ahmednuggur, notwithftanding the vicinity of the Kiftnah,

fcarce any provilions could be obtained.

Zoolfeccar Khan after the rains purfued Dhunnah, who fled to

the Beejapore country, and the khan followed him to the banks of

the Kiftnah. The Pinderrehs took Velore, which however was

foon again retaken by Terbeut Khan. Sultan Mahummud Akber

died this year in Perfia. A great caravan, very rich, coming from

Aurungabad was totally plundered, and every thing carried off by a

body of Mharattas, at only twelve cofs diftance from the imperial

camp.

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfli was promoted, honoured

with prefents, and appointed to the foubadary of Beejapore j and at

parting, the emperor, weeping, permitted him to beat the nobut

from the gate of the palace. The twenty firft of the fame month,

Zeehidge, the prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was diipatched

towards Malwa. Rama's widow, who had great power among
the Mharattas, wiflied to confine Hindoo Raow, but he took re-

fuge
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fuge in the fort of Koorkul. Dhunnah plundered all his efFedis,

and clofely befieged him ; upon which he fent to beg afliftance of

Zoolfeccar Khan, who crofled the Kiflnah, and, leaving his bag-

gage in the fort of Sundeo, marched againft Dhunnah, who fled

upon his approach, when Hindoo Raow took fhelter in his own
country, and Zoolfeccar Khan then retreated.

A few days after this the emppror was feized with his lafl

Ulnefs, which encreafed every hour, and alarming reports prevailed;

till on Friday, the twenty eighth of Zeekaud, in the fiftieth A.H. 1118.

year .and fecond month of his reign, he left this vain life of toil, A.D. 1707,

for one of blifsful repofe.

END OF AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN.
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APOLOGY.

A GREAT number of the Memoirs of Eradut Khan having

been formerly printed off in the year 1786, and fufficient re-

maining on hand for the purpofe, I hope my readers will ex-

cufe their being bound up in the order of connexion and time.

To my liberal friends, the regular numbering of pages will, I

truft, be of lefs moment than the contents j the reprinting of

which would have added very greatly to my expenfe, and

but little to their accommodation; efpecially as Eradut Khan

gives a much more fatisfadtory account of tranfadions than any

other writer of the fame period, whom I could have tranflated

in his place.

The following account of the author of the Memoirs is

taken from the * Maffer al Amra, or Biography of Nobility,

written by Sumfam ad Dowlah Shaw-nowauz Khan, prime

minifter to SuUabut Jung, brother ami predeceflbr in power to

the prefent Nazim of Dekkan.

Meer

» Which I had not feen, till favoured with it lately by Mr. R. Johnfon,
who, in his refidency with the nizatn at Hyderabad, coIle£led many curious

Pcrfian manufcripts relative to Dekkan, which he wi.h great liberality has
permitted me to make ufe of.
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U APOLOGY.

Meer Moobaric Oollah Eradut Khan Wazeh, was the fon of

Mfauk Khan, fon of Azim Khan. Both his grandfather and

father were noblemen of high rank. The former was Meer

Bukhfhi to the emperor Jehaungeer, and the latter held various

offices of importance under Shaw Jehaun and Aulumgeer. He

died foon after his appointment to the government of Oude.

His title was alfo Eradut Khan. One of his fons (our author)

had his title conferred upon him, and in the thirty third year

of Aulumgeer was appointed fojedaur of Jagneh, and at other

periods, of Aurungabad and Mando in Malwa. In the reign of

Shaw Aulum he was governor of the Doab, and the intimate

friend of Moazim Khan Vizier. He died in the time of Ferokh-

fere. His abilities as a poet were great, and he left a volume

of poems behind him. His fon was honoured by the title of

Hofhedaur Khan, and afterwards with that of Eradut Khan, and

the fojedaury of Doohiperayeah in the province of Malwa. In

the fixth year of Mahummud Shaw, he attended Afoph Jah to

Dekkan, and after the vidlory over Mubariz Khan was appoint-

ed dewan of Dekkan, with the rank of four thoufand. He was

afterwards governor of Koolburga, and died in the year xij/,

[A. D. 1744.] He had many fons, moft of whom died in his

life time. His eldeft furviving fon, Hafiz Khan, fucceeded him
in the government of Koolburga, which he held at the time

Shaw-nowauz Khan wrote the Biography of the Amras.

Afterwards entitled KefFaiut Khan.

/
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WARREN HASTINGS, Esq.

Sir,

PERMIT me to dedicate this Tranflation to you,

who fo amply patronized my attempts to make

myfelf ufeful to my hpnqurable employers, when in

India. The diftinditiori you were pleafed to confer upon

rae, by an appointment in your family, and the fayour

of your friendfliip, I Ihall ever regard as honours of

which I may reafonably boaft : and I truft a time will

come, when far more important pages than mine will

acquire merit with the nation, from being adorned with

the name of Hastings.

I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient

London,
1 2th May, 1786.

And grateful humble fervant,

JONATHAN SCOTT.

A 2
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ERRATA.
1 age

29, line 20, for mefluage, read meflage.

30, line 24, /or Raujepoet, r^^^ Raujpoot. ' - -

51, line 2, in th^notes, /or mizid, r^a^/.muzjid. r-,
,

52, line 10, for Bahadar, read Bahadur.

54, line 2, /or Soubadacy, r<?<?i Soubadaiy.

8J, in the notes, for Yemmum, read Yemmun.
8^, line 8, and 22, for Downan, ^»</Dowran, read Dowraun,
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ORIGINAL

P RE F A E.

HU$ ^ayerti the compiler of thefe records aiid

events, an humble and finful flave, ' Moobaric

Oollah - Eradut Khan ' Wazeh, fon of the * fliel-

terbd' in mercy, ^ KefFaiut Khan, writer of the^Shekeft;

Wheil r had finiflled the Kulmaut Aleeaut, it entered,my
mind to draw up a concife relation of what events had

happened to myfelf, while I was compofing that work.'

ijj.

;

-, .jJi !

Anglice, Blcfiid of God. if .
' ": ' :.C. . u .

' n -
J ;ii; jl i

* The author's title of nobility, fignifying The Faithful Lord.

^ His poetical name, by which he chofe to fignify himfelf in his poems ; Anglice,

Clear. Eaftera authors always ufe one*

* The MuflulmaunSj yi'hen mentioning a deceafed perfon, never fay fuch a one who

is Scad, but fudi aone-flicltered in mercy, received in pardoifi, or fome fimilarexpref-

iion. When mentioning jideceafedpfinceji^tbey/ayjthe.ptJnce whofe.feapis. in Paradife.;

^ Anglice, The ferviceable.
. . ,

•

J ^ The broken ihandj' generally ufed in'-bufinefs. ' '

' •;- -

.,' Anglice, Sublime Difcourfes. This work I never could Qhtain) though I r.iad«

ftrlct enquify after it.

< i'^1

a I have



X ORIGINAL PREFACE.

I have obferved, that delightful fcenes^ and the fociety^

of friends, are not fo ftriking at the time of enjoyuient, as

afterwards, when refledled in the mirror of recolledtion.

Gn this aecounty I write down moft paflmg occurrences j

and whenever I perufe them, or ruminate upon them, a

particular feeling, a furprifing pleafure and aftoniftiing

extafy, prevail in my mind. My writings a^ ferv^ as a

memorial to my friends

During the fliort period of my age, which has this day

arrived at the iixty-fourth year, and the 1 1 26'^ of the holy

A.C.1715. Hijhera, fuch wonders of time, fuch aflronifliing marks of

the power of the Creator of night and day in the vie^^

tudes of worldly affairs, the deftrudtion of empires, the.

deaths of many princes^ the ruin of ancient houses and

noble families, the fall of worthy men, and rife of the

unworthy, have been beheld by me,^ as have not been

mentioned by hiftory to have occurred, in fuch number

or fucceflion, in a thoufand. years.

As, on account of my ofEt^, and being engaged in

tiiefe tranfadlions^ I have obtained a perfe<St knowledge of

the fource* of moft events, and what,, to others, even in-

formation of muft be difficult,, was planned and executed

m my light ; arid as I was a ftiarer, as well as fpedtator,

4. of



ORIGINAL PREFACE.

of all the dangers and troubles, I have therefore recorded

tiiemr

My intention, however, not being to compile a hiftory

of kings, or a flowery work, but only to relate fuch events

as hap|iiened within my own knowledge, I have therefore,

preferably to a difplay of learning in lofty phrafes and

pompous metaphors, chofen a plain Ityle, fuch as a friend,

,

writing to a friend, would ufe for the purpofe of infor-

mation. Indeed, if propriety is confulted, , loftinefs of

flyle is unfit for plain tnith, which, pure in itfelf, requires

only a iimple delineation. I hope, therefore, that my
headers will not loofen the reins of impartiality frona their;

hands, , nor call my modefty, ignorance,

,

3a.

*
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TO THE

R E A D E R.

n

I

i

i-

'I

IT will be neceflary to remember, that Aurungzebe is

the fame perfon with Aiilumgeer. He took the latter

title on his acceffion to the throne, agreeable to the cuftom

of the eaftern princes, who always aJOTurae a new one on
' ...'-

that occafion.
,

• f

It is hoped that the number of notes will not prove

tedious, nor perplex the reader's attention. Some, per-

haps, may appear trivial to thofe whofe local knowledge

renders fuch affiftance, to them, unnecelTary ; but, as

their number is comparatively very fmall with thofe who

require it, the tranllator requefts the indulgence of the few,

in compliment .to the many.

M E M O I R S

'
I

i \

fi



M E M I R

OF THE

MOGUL EMPIRE.
B Y

ERADUT KHAN WAZEH.

I
SHALL begin my narration from the time of my removal from

the command of the fortrefs of ' Imteeauz Gur. For the

duties of that office I had entertained numerous followers, a

tenth of a tenth of whom, the fuddennefs of my recall rendered me
incapable of paying ; but, as my life was yet to remain, I made

my * efcape from among them in the beft manner I could, with

my family.

On account of my diftrefled circumftances, and the great diftance

qf my late command from the Imperial camp, in order that I

' An important fortrefs in Dekkan, or the fouthern part of Hindofian. It is called

Oodneh by the Hindoos, and is now in pofleffion of the Mharattas, who retook it foon

after th« death of the Emperor Aulumgeer.
* To be obliged to fly from their own troops, is frequently the cafe with the nobles

of Hindoftan, on recall from office, or other emergency, as they generally keep up

more than they can pay with regularity.

B might
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might take fome repofe, his majefty had conferred upon me the

government of ' AhfTunabad Koolburgah, where I remained one

month; and then, leaving my deareft fon, 'Huddaiut OoUa, as

my deputy in that ftation, I proceeded with a few followers to the

^ Stirrup. I had the honour of an audience in *Pargur, while his

majefty was engaged in the rcduftion of ^ Kundaneh. He fhewed

me much favour, nor had any change taken place in his efteem

and regard towards me. I was ftationed, during the liege, four

cofs diftant from the camp, on the only road of communication then

left, as I had been fuccefsfuUy employed on the like fervice, fince

the commencement of the reduftion of Dekkan, at ^ Beejapore,

" Hyderabad, and other places. Though the enemy now was very

numerous, and plundered even to the Ikirts of the camp, yet, by

the divine afliftance, I maintained my pofl with a very trifling force.

For this fervice, I was honoured with much applaufe by his ma-

jefty, and my reputation with the public became high. Additional

rank was alfo conferred, as a rewaid, on my dearefl fon, and other

relations, at Koolburgah.

* A city, formerly the capital of the Bhamenee fovereigns of Dekkan, Fcriflita's

Hiftory of whom, and the fucceeding Dynafties, has been tranflated, and will one day

be offered to the public, fhould their approbation await this attempt. It is now of

little note, and in pofleffion of the Nizam.
* Anglice, directed by God.

^ Meaning the emperor's perfon, when travelling.

* A fortrefs in Dekkin.

' Another in ditto.

* Once the capital of the Adll Shawee Sultans of Dekkan, and celebrated for its

magnificence. It was reduced by Aulumgeer, with':all the dependencies, except what

the famous Mharatta chief, Sewajee, who was a r-ebellious vaffal of this monarchy,

had wrefted from it. It is now ruined, and in pofleffion of the Mharattas. Europeans

have generally written it Vifiapour, but theMufllilraauns as above.

^ This city was the capital of Golconda and Koottub Shawee fultans, the lafl: of

whom was taken prifoner by Aulumgeer, and his kingdom reduced. It is now one

of the capitals of the Nizam, who is however obliged to ihare the revenues with, the

Mharattas^

3 After
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After the redu6Hon of ' Kuiidaneh and ' Raujegur, the emperor

moved to another quarter. He had defired feveral of the prmcipal

nobility to accept the command of the latter, as it was of import-

ance, and but newly conquered j but it being a poft only of diffi-

culty, they had all requefted to be excufed. One evening therefore

he fent for me, and my fon ' Moraud Khan, and w^hen I had

entered the prelence, faid, " I wifh to fend thee to Raujegur, art

" thou willing to go ? " I replied, that his flave was ready ; upon

which he gave me part of the coffee before him, and ordered that,

having drank it in the * Aubdar Khauneh, I fhould come back, and

receive my difmiffion. When I returned to the prelence, his

majefty gave me his blelling, two hundred mhors, and one coin

weighing one hundred * mhors, with two horfes to me and my fon,

and five for my bretheren. Two hundi'ed bullock loads of grain

were alfo ordered with me ; and the following day, after morning

prayer, I departed. At taking leave, his majefty promifed that I

fhould be relieved before the rainy feafon, then about two months

diftant.

By the aufpices of the divine bleffing, I arrived in fafety at my
ftation in eight days, and remained there forty j during which, from

the folitude and romantic fituation of the place, my leifure paffed

in pleafingly enthufiaftic contemplation. ^ Munfoor Khan was

then

A fortrefs in Dekkan.
* Another in ditto.

' Anglice, objeit of defire.

* The place in which water, fherbets, &c. are cooled in ice or faltpetre.

* Golden coins, of this and greater weight, were often given as marks <^ favour.

Silver coins, of feveral hundred rupees value, were alfo in ufe j and there is one of

them now in the Britifh Mufeum, of which the ingenious Mr. Richardfon has given a

very full defcription, in his very learned work, the Perfian and Arabic Dl<9:ionary.

* Viftorious. It is, perhaps, not yet quite unneceffary to mention, that every

proper name or title of perfons, in the Perfian, and frequently in the Hindoo language,

B 2 h
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then fent to relieve me, and his majefty wrote with his own hand

on the firmaun of recall, that, agreeably to his promife, he com-

manded me to the prefence ; to which were added many gracious

aflurances of favour. I left Raujegur with the fame force I had

come; but as it was a great diftance from the camp, and parties of

the enemy were hovering abroad, at feveral places I was much
prefled. On my arrival at the prefence, I was received with great

favour.

Being now again in the fame fituation as when I quitted

Imteeauz Gur, (for my jagheer had been ruined by various de-

predations,) I was much diftrefled in my affairs, when his

majefty, who was informed of every thing public and private,

fent ' Ameer Khan to me v/ith a meffage, importing, that, as

diftrefs had invaded- my affairs, I had better feek a little repofe

in fome fettled office^ and that he would confer upon me the

* Kelladaree and ' Fojedaree of ^ Mandou, then held by ' Nowazufti

Khan, who, though an ameer of three thoufand, was unequal to

the poft.

My attachment and regard to his majefly were fo great, that,

obferving his life verging to the clofe, I did not wifh to quit the

is an epithet defcriptive of fome quality in them on whom it is conferred, or the donor

fuppofes them to poflefs : but, of late years,, titles of honour are become fo common,
as to lofe their refpefl: ; and there are many vidorious lords of Hindoftan, who never

faw a battle, or drew a fword againft an enemy.
' Noble.

• Command of a garrtfon.

' Military authority in a diftrift, under which are the criminal courts of juftice.

• A very extenfive fortrcfs in the province of Malwa, of which it was the capital

under the Patan fovereigns. It h now mach decayed, and in poiTeffion of the Mha-
rattas.

« Poffeffing affability, „ '
.

prefence.

#
it



MOGUL EMPJRE. '

prefence, fearful of never beholding him more, and therefore

declined the offer j but, when my fon and the women of my family

heard of the refufal, they became immerfed in grief, for the Soubah

of Malwa was to them dear as their native pkce. The difappoint-

ment of my fon was fuch, that he privately refolved to give up the

fervice, and leave me j and my whole family were heartlefs and in

defpair. At length, overcome by tljeir iitqation, and indeed they

had jufttce.on their fide, I, in fpite of my own grief, iaid to my
fon, " The power is in thy hands j I reiign myfeif a&a ranfom for

** thy happinefs." The foul of my life went the feme evening to

Ameer Khan, and informed him of my acceptance of this office.

As that minifter was pleafed with my coi>ietiting on, njany accounts,

he reprefented it to the emperor the fa:me night, w;^nihe affair

was fettled. Alas I how can I expfefs wh^t paffed within my own
breaft ? The following morning, at the ' ^afiembly of juftice, his

majefty beftowed upon me a horfe and * khekut, and the fame upon

my fon and grandfon. It was alfo allovwd me, at my particular

requeft, to come daily to pay my refpefts at the prefence, till the

grants of my new office could be prepared j and though my polls

of ^ Meer Tozuk and * Darogah;of the Dekkan cavalry were given

to others, yet, from his majefty's gracious favor, I was permitted

to exercife the duties of them till I left the camp.

t*j

' It was a cuftom of the Mogul emperors to. fit daily once, for the purpofe o£

hearing and redreffing the complaints of the people, and often twice ; but this noble

ufage was difcontinued by the fucceflbrs of Aulumgeer, which tejided greatly to lofe.

them the refpedl of their fubjeds.

* An honorary drefs given always to perfons entering into office, and frequently by

atuperior to an inferior, as a mark of efteem. It is varied, in richnefs of materials,,

and number of garments, according to the rank of the receiver.

' A marflial, whofe bufmefs it is to preferve order in a proce^ion, or line of m.arch,

and to report abfentees.

* SuperiBtendaat, who examioes the luunbcr of men and horfes, to check falfe

Hiafters.

On
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On the evening before my departure, the emperor opening the

window of his fleeping apartment, called me to hira, and faid,

*' Abfence now takes place between us, and our meeting again is

*^ uncertain. Forgive, then, whatever willingly, or unwillingly,

" I may have done againft thee, and pronounce the words, /
*" forgive! three times, with fincerity of heart. As thou haft

" ferved me long, I alfo forgive thee whatever knowingly, orother-
*' wife, thou mayeft have done againft me." Upon hearing thefe

cxpreflions, my fobs became like a knot in my throat, fo that I

had not power to fpeak. At laft, after his majefty had repeatedly

prefled me, I made fhift to pronounce the words, Iforgive ! three

times, interrupted by heavy fobs. He fhed many tears, repeated

the words, and, after bleffing me, ordered me to retire. Sorrow

lay fo heavy upon my mind, that, upon my arrival at ' Aurunga-

bad, I was feized with a violent illnefs j but, as my borrowed life

was not yet required, the foul and body did not feparate. Until

my arrival at Mandou, I was unable to move, without help, from

my bed to my feat. My fon remained in the fort with me only

one night, and then departed for his command at ^Koterree

Perrayeh. I remained one year immerfed in the fame grief and

forrow.

The prince Mahummud ' Bedar Bukht being appointed to

:government of Malwa, I paid my refpe6ls to him at *Oojein.

the

In

" A confiderable city, founded by Aulumgeer before his acceffion -to the throne,

near the celebrated fortrefs of Dowlutabad in Dekkan. He named it Khojeftdi

Boonniaud, or The Happy Manfion ; but the people called it Aurungabad, in com-

pliment to his title of Aurungzebe, by which Aulumgeer was diftinguifhcd before he

feized the empire.

' A diftria in Malwa.

^ Signifying wakeful ftar, or propitious fortune. He was the eldeft fon ofAzim Shaw.
• Suppofed to be one of the oldeft cities in India, and is at prefent the capital of

Malwa, and of Mahajee Sindia, a principal Mharatta chief.

a fliort
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a fhort time, fuch a friendfliip grew between us, that a greater

between a prince and fubjeft cannot be conceived. He would not

be an inftant without me : he would not eat of any thing, but he

fent me part of it : he did nothing of importance without alking

my advice, and confidered my opinion as religioufly decifive. In

fhort, the particulars of his favour are beyond relation j but, on

this account, I became envied by all his dependants.

Soon after this, the illuflrious prince Mahummu^ 'H^m Shaw,

coming from Guzarat to vifit the emperor, paffed through Malwa,

on his route to * Ahmednuggur. From the favour he had beheld

me in with his father, my attention to Mmfelf, and the unbounded

praifes of his fon Bedar Bukht, he behaved to me in fuch a gracious

manner, as to relate would occafion prolixity. Wherf he had gone

through Malwa, the government of Guzarat was conferred on

Bedar Bukht, who departed for that province, and took me with

him as far as the frontiers, beyond which I dared not pafa^ without

leave from the emperor. How fhall I exprefs his manner of part-

ing ? He made me promife to write him weekly, and faid, that he

would favour me as often with letters under his own hand, in-

cluding every important occurrence, in order to have the benefit of

my advice for his conduct. This fort of correipondence was kept

up between us regularly, till the life of his majefty ihadow 'of A.H. ms.

God arrived at an end. I muft now relate Ibme particulars of Yeh'.ll'S'

that important event*..

. The

' Sigmfyiag great king. . He was the third by birth, but fecond furviving fon of

Aulumgeer.

*-A confiderable city of Dekkan,.once the capital of the Niziam Shawee fultans,

reduced to the Mogul yoke under Shaw Jehaun, but now under the Mharattas.

^ An epithet common to majefty,. with all the orientals.

* It .may not be amifs to infert here two letters written by Aulumgeer to his fons,

Azim Shaw and Kaum Bukfli, a few days before his death, *
- To

.'^^i.
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The emperor, a few days before his death, with a ffridnefe of

command feldom to be enforced by monarchs at fuch a feafon,

difpatched

To Shaw Azim Shaw.
HEALTH to thee ! My heart is near thee. Old age is arrived : weaknefs fubdues

me, and ftrength has foriakpn all my members. I came a ftranger into this world,

and a ftranger I depart, i Icnow nothing of myfdf, what I am, aijd for what I am

deftined. The inftant which pafled in power, hath left only forrow behind it. I have

not been the^uardian and protedor of the empire. My valuable time has been pafled

vainly. I had a patron in myown dwelling, (confcience,) but his glorious light was unfeen

by my dim fight. Life is not lafting ; there is no veftige of departed breath, and all hopes

from futurity are loft. The fever has left me, but nothing of me remains but fkin ^od

bone. My fon, (Kaum Bukfla,) though gone towards Beejapore, is ftitl near ; and

thou, my fon, art yet nearer. The worthy of efteem, Shaw Aulum, is far diftant

;

and my grandfon, (Azeem Oofliaun,) by the orders of God, is arrived near Hindoftan.

The camp and followers, helplefs and alarmed, are, like myfelf, full of affliftion, reft-

lefs as the quickfilver. Separated from their lord, they know not if they havfta mafter

or not.

I brougiit nothing into this world, and, except the infirmities of m.an, carry nothing

out. I have a dread .for my falvation, and with what torments I may be. puniflied.

Though I have ftrong reliance on the mercies and bounty of God, yet, regarding my
adions, fear will not quit me; but, when I am gone, reflexion will not remain.

Come then what may, I have launched my veflcl to the waves. Though Providence

will prote£l the camp, yet, regarding appearances, the endeavours of my fons are in-

tlifpenfably incumbent. Give my laft prayers to my grandfon, (Bcdar Eukht,) whom
I cannot fee, but the defire afFefts me. The Begum (his daughter) appears afflifted ;

but God is the only judge of hearts. The foolifli thoughts of women produc* nothing

kut difappointment. Farewell ! farewell ! farewell

!

To the Prince Kaum Buksh.
MY fon, neareft to my heart. Though in the height of my power, and by God's

permiffion, I gave you advice, and took with you the greateft pains, yet, as it was

not the divine will, you did not attend with the ears of compliance. Now I depart a

ftranger, and lament my own infignificance, what does it profit me ? I carry with

me the fruits of my fins and imperfeflions. Surprizing Providence ! I came here

alone, and alone I depart. The leader of this caravan hath deferted me. The fever,

which troubled me for twelve days, has left me. Wherever I look, I fee nothing but

the Divinity. My fears for the camp and followers are great ; bat, alas ! I know not

tiiyfclf. My back is bent with weaknefs, and my feet have loft the powers of motion.

7 The
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difpatched the prince Azim Shaw towards Malwa, and Kaum Biakfh

to his government of Beejapore. His reafon for this proceeding

was, that no feuds might arife upon his death, in an enemy's

country, between his fons, to endanger the repofe of his fubjefts.

Had the two princes remained together in the camp, fuch would

have been the cafe, as occurred afterwards on the death of Shaw

Aulum, whofe four fons were together in the camp, when, though

not in an enemy's country, the famihes, fortunes and honour of a

world became plunged in the depth of ruin.

Azim Shaw, though knowing the dangerous illnefs of his father,

dared not difobey the orders of march. He departed from the

camp, but his motions were flow and cautious ; nor did the em-

peror prefs him to expedition, after the three firft marches. He

The breath which rofe, is gone, and left not even hope behind it. I have committed

nimieroiis crimes, and know not with what punifliments I may be feized. Though

the Proteflor of mankind will guard the camp, yet care is incumbent alfo on the

faithful, and my fons. When I was alive, no care was taken; and now I am gone,

the confequence may be guefled. The guardianfliip of a people is the truft by God
committed to my fons. Azim Shaw is near. Be cautious that none of the faithful are

flain, or their miferies fall upon my head. I refign you, your mother and fon,' to God,

as I myfelf am going. The agonies of death come upon me faft. Bahadur Shaw ii

ftill where he was, and his fon is arrived near Hindoftan. Bedar Bukht is inGuzarat.

Hyaut al NifTa, who has beheld no aifliftions of time till now, is full of forrows. Re-

gard the Begum as without concern. Odiporee, your mother, was a partner in my
illnefs, and wifhes to accompany me in death ; but every thing has its appointed time.

The domeflics and courtiers, however deceitful, yet muft not be iH-trcated. It is

neceflary to gain your views by gentlenefs and art. Extend your feet no lower than

your {kirt. The complaints of the unpaid troops are as before. Dara Shekkoh, thoua,h

of much judgment and good underftanding, fettled large penfions on his people, bit

paid them ill, and they were ever difcontented*. I am going. Whatever good or evil

I have done, it was for you. Take it not amifs, nor remember what offences I have

done to yourfelf ; that account may not be demanded of me hereafter. No one has

feen the departure of his own foul ; but I fee that mine is departing.

C even

^
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even faid to ' Hiimmeed ad dien Khan, to whom he had committed

the charge of his funeral rites, " Three days after my death, one

" of my fons will arrive in camp, and fend my remains to Aurun-

" gabad in a proper manner." On Friday the twenty-eighth of

Zeekaud, his majeity performed his morning devotions in company

with his attendants -, after v/hich, as was frequently his cuflom,

he exclaimed, " O that my death may happen on a Friday, for

" bleiled is he who dieth on that day V Soon after, he had occa-

fion to. retire. Upon his return towards his bed, he had begun

the ' tiummum, as was always his cuflom till water for the ' wuzzoo-

could be brought, and had made one fprinkling, when fuddenly

his moft pure fpirit fled from the narro\ynefs of corporeal confine-

ment, to the boundlefs expanfion of the Mofl High. We are from

God, and to God we mull: return. His hands remained clafped,..

and in motion, for fome time after he had ccafed to breathe. How
can I exprefs my own feelings ? This much I know, that the

kindnefe, favour and diflin6tion, for fifty years, of that atom-

cherifliing fun to me, his humble flave, his great aflions, his gloiy,
.,

his piety, his perfeverance in virtue from youth to age, the revolu-

tions of his reign, and all the wonderful events of time, rufhed

upon my memory at once in a fea of grief, and overwhelmed my
heart, fo that I forgot myfelf, and knew not what paffed around,

me.

Azim Shaw, being informed of the event by his agents, and the

nobles v;ho afFecbed to embrace his interefl, arrived en the. third.

' Angllce, Aider of the faith.

* A purification by fprinkli.n^: of uuft over the body, ordered by Pvlahummud for the^

convenience of his followers inhabiting tb.e dry d-.fcrts of Arabia, where water is too

valuable for the poor to ufe on flight occafioas,

^ Ditto v/ith vvater,

4 of
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of ' Zeehudge at the camp at Ahmednuggur. He omitted no fliew

of affeftion and refpect to hisdeceafed father, but, hke the orphans

of thofe in humble life, flied many tears.

11

W'

Many of the chief imperial fervants, as * Muttullub Khan,

* Khoddabundeh Khan, '^ Terbeut Khan, and others, had a real

attachment to Azim Shaw. Some neither loved or hated him;

and a few, though they difliked, yet, from inability to oppofe,

prudently fubmitted to his authority. Three Mogul chiefs only

delayed to come in to offer their allegiance, ' Feeroze Jung, his

fon Cheen Koollich Khan, and ^ Mahummud Ameen Khan.

On the tenth of Zeehuge, 1118, Azim Shaw afcended the a. c. 1707

throne of empire amidfl the ufual rejoicings, and conferred favours

on the nobility according to their ftations, but on few in a manner

affording fatisfa6tion. Here I mufl be permitted to mention one

or two inflances of the wonderful accomplifliment of the decrees

of Providence. While he was only a prince, mofl of the nobility

were attached to Azim Shaw, and regarded him as pofTefling every

approved quality for empire ; but almofl immediately after his

acceffion to the throne, the general opinion was altered, from his

own condu61:. He flighted the principal nobility, and betrayed

great parfimony to the army, ailing as if he had no occalion for

their fervices. This proceeded from a vain belief that none dared

to oppofe him, and that his elder brother, Shaw Aulum, relin-

* The twelfth month of the Arabian year.

"" Anglice, Obje<ft of the wiih.

^ Slave of God.

* Accompliflied in manners and morals,

' Fortunate in war.

* Faithful in MahummUd.

C 2 quifliin
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quiiliing to him fuch a vaft empire as Hindoftan, without a ftrug-

gle, would fly for fafety to another clime. At the fame time, he

openly declared his jealoufy of his own fon, Bedar Bukht, whofe

favour with the late emperor had difpleafed him. He treated the

old nobility with contempt, and would fay pubHcly, that they were

not fit for his fervice. He removed Terbeut Khan, a veteran and

loyal general, from his command of the artillery, in the moft in-

fulting manner, without any notice, and conferred that important

ftation on a young man of low rank among his creatures. In

fhort, I cannot enumerate all the ill omens to the fortune of Azim
Shaw, which proved the will of Providence to have decreed heaven

beftowed empire to Shaw Aulum. He who prideth in himfelf is

ruined. When the will of God hath decreed an event, all things

aid the accomplifhment.

Mahummud Kaum Bukfh received intelligence of the emperor's

death, on his third day's march from Ahmednuggur, and was im-

mediately deferted by Mahummud Ameen Khan, and all the Too-

raunee Moguls, though they had been purpofely appointed for his

protedlion, at this crifis, by Aulumgeer. In addition to this mis-

fortune, 'Zoolfeccar Khan, his bittereft enemy, who had once

confined him at the fiege of ^ linjee, lay in his route with a confi-

derable army, fo that it was probable his perfon would be feized

by this nobleman, in order to obtain the favour of the new empe-

ror. Azim Shaw had difpatched orders to that effedt -, but Zool-

feccar Khan, either from policy or compaffion, did not obey them,

and Kaum Bukfh arrived in fafety at Beejapore, which he was al-

' Angllce, Lord of the deftroying weapon,

belonging to Ali, fon-in-law to the prophet.

* A celebrated fortrtfs in the Carnatic.

8

This was the name of a fcymetar

lowed
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lowed to keep, as his brother, being eager to quit Dekkan, did not

endeavour to remove him.
^^

Azim Shaw now proceeded with the Imperial camp towards

Agra, by regular ftages, as if the principal of a caravan, and taking

the route of Toomree, quitted the broad and eafy road of Akber-

pore, on his left; proving, by this imprudent ftep, that, when
deftiny is unfavourable, man always doeth that which is wrong.

The route of Toomree was hilly, full of woods, and, for many
long fpaces, void of water j fo that, during two days march, great

numbers of men, women, children, and animals, pcrifhed through

fatigue and thirft. It was remarked by numbers, at the time, that

this foreboded evil to the fortune of Azim Shaw ; for he had rafhly

negledled the example of his father Aulumgeer, who, when march-

ing againft ' Dara Shekkoh, had chofen the route of Akberpore.

I mufl now return to the affairs of Bedar Bukht, whom it was

my fortune to join. This prince, on the death of Aulumgeer, re-

ceived orders from his father, Azim Shaw, to march immediately

from Guzarat, and proceed towards Lahore, to prevent the advance

of Shaw Aulum from Cabul. Bedar Bukht had the gieateft and

moft fmcere affefVion for his grandfather, who equally loved him

;

and on that account the father and fon became jealous of each other.

Upon receipt of the melancholy news, he was overwhelmed with

real grief, which dwelt long upon his mind ; for, when I faw him

afterwards at Oojein, he would frequently weep at recolleftion of

his lofs. In obedience to the orders of his father, he departed

from Guzarat without delay, at the head of only three thoufand

n

* A moft excellent and authentic account of this prince's adventures and misfor-

tunes may be feen in Bernier's Travels, which are bound up in Churchill's and Lord

Oxford's Colledion of Voyages. Dow alfo details them j but I prefer Bernier's

account, as more artlefs.

horfcj
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horfsj his own dependants, and carried with him about thirty

lacks of rupees in treafure, property of his own, not prefuming to

touch ' twenty lacks in the Imperial treafury, left it fhould raife

fiifpicioris of his fidelity in the mind of his father. For the fame

reafon, he made not any addition to his force, though he could

with eafe have raifed a great army, and might have procured a

•" corore of rupees fi'om the bankers and renters, by way of loan,

without oppreflion, as did 'Moraud Bukfn, when he marched

from this province againil Dara Shekkoh.

On the eve of his march, he difpatched a letter to me and feveral

others on his route j but the couriers brought none to hand in due

time, the public roads being guarded by officers, wdio had orders

to fearch all meffengers, and infpect letters. -As the prince expected

me on the frontiers of Malvva, he was much difappointed on his

arrival there, and repeatedly exclaimed, " What can have happened,

*' to prevent the coming of Eradut Khan ?
" My enemies, and

feveral envious perfons, took occafion to defame me, faying, that I

would never join him ; for, knowing the jealoufy between him and

his father, who was now emperor, I was gone to court his favour.

In this manner did my enemies addrefs him, till he arrived near

Oojein ; v/hen, r.ot finding me there, in fpite of his regard and

reliance upon rae, fufpicion found room in his mind of my fidelity.

' Two hundred thoufand pounds.

*• One million ditto.

^ Anglice, Accoiriplifher of the wifb. Youngefl: fon of the emperor Shaw Jehaun,

•and brother to Aulumgcer, v.'ho, having made ufe of him to attain the defeat of his

elder brothers, conar.ed hira in the fortrcfs of Gualiar, and afterwards had him put to

death, on his being tried and condemr.ed for murder, on the accufation of a dependant,

whofi father ke had executed for fome crime, when in pov/er. Aulumgeer was

obliged to difplace the fit ft judge before whom the caufe was brought, as he refufed to

give fentence, faying, that a prince putting a man to death- in the exercife of liis au-

thority, for a crime, ought not to be accounted murder.

At
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At Ibngth, on the firil of ' Mohirrim, the prince's letters were a.h. 1119,

Brought me altogether, and immediately after, having loaded a

fmall tent and fome neceffaries on two trained camels, I departed

from Mandou, leaving the fortrefs in charge of my dear relation,

and friend, Meer Sunjir.

The prince had been for fome time encamped near Oojein,

waiting for the lucky day to make his entry into that city, fo that

by chance I reached the camp at the inftant of good fortune. He
was moving in his * nallekee towards the town, when he perceived

me at a diflance, and faid to his attendants, " '^s not that Eradut

" Khan that I fee? " And was fcarcely anfvvered, when I came up.

He flopped his train, and opening wide his arms, cried, " Come,
" come my friend ! in expe6lation of whom my eyes have been

" ftretched, even to dimnefb." I kifTed his feet, and prefented my
offering. He preffed my head to his bofom, and taking off his

^ neem-afteen, put it on my fhoulders. His firft words were

lamentations mingled with tears, for the deceafed emperor his

grandfather, for whom he knew the fincerity of my grief. He
then ordered me to mount my horle, and ride near him ; and, as

we proceeded to the city, related all that had happened to himfelf,.

and his anxiety at not meeting me on the borders of the province.

When I had fatisfied him for my delay, he commanded thofe who
had fpoken againft me to quit his prefence, with much difpleafure,

and refufed to admit them again for many days.

The firft month of the Arabian year.

A canopied litter peculiar to the princes, and aHovved nov/ and then to fome few

ei'.great oiTiceiS of ftate. it is generally of rich materials, and often entirely of ;il'.

It is carried on the fhoulders cf twelve or fixtcen bearer?, on three pck;, cue on each

fide, like cur fedans, and the third running under the n^iridle of ti'._- mac-.i!ie.

^ An upper role with half-fieeves, commonly ina-je of r;oiJ or ; 'vcr tliaie. for a

prince, or porfoi-! of hi-);h rar.k, to confer any part of his own drefs on an inferior, is

acco'jnteJ a very great honour to the receiver

Eedar.
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Bedar Bukht did not remain in the palace of Oojein ; but, after

viewing the city, pitched his camp on the bank of the river, at

about a cofs diftant. Here he was attended by ' AbdooUah Khan,

the foubadar of Malwa, and continued one month and twenty days,

expefling tlie arrival of his father, when that rafh prince wrote

him the following firmaun

:

" Why have you not haftened on, nor funk the boats in the

" ' Suttulludge, to prevent the approach of the enemy ? Though
" he dare not face me, yet you have been guilty of high negleift."

Sopn after my arrival in camp, the prince fent a 'Nifhaun,

with the following words in his own hand, to my dear fon

* Huddaiut Oollah Khan, then Fojedaur of a diftrid of about two

days journey from Oojein.

ii:

*' Your father, one of my mofl efceemed dependants, attends

" the flirrup. I am furprized that you have not as yet come to the

" prefence.'.'

My fon, in reply, wrote to the prince, that he fliould fliortly

feek the honour of an audience ; but privately to me, defiring that

I would reprefent to his highnefs, what refpeft would not permit

him to mention himfelf. This was, that though I had no force

under me, yet my attendance and advice might be of ufe ; but that

he, unlefs at the head of troops, could do no fervice -, that he had

then with him two thoufand veteran foldiers, all his followers for

twenty years, who would accompany him without the Umits of his

' Slave of God.
* One of the five great rivers betwreen Cabul and Lahore.

^ The letters of the emperor are ftyled firmaun?, thofe of princes, nilhauns.

* Directed by God.

government.
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government. Of thefe he had fent a return to the prhice, whom
he would immediately attend, on the advance of a month's pay to

enable him to march j but without that they muft be excufed.

His highnefs, in anfwer to this melTage, faid to me, " To give

*' Huddaiut Oollah this fum, or much greater, I would not heli-

*' tat« ; but, alas ! fhould I call in fuch a force, as your attachment

** to me has been reprefented to my father in a fufpicious view by

" interefled perfons, he would inftantly, on the junction of your
** fon's troops, be convinced of my difloyalty, and turn his arms
** from Shaw Aulum againft me. Write this to your fon." I did

fo ; and he declined coming to the camp, writing to me the

following words :
" I refign you to the protection of a gracious

" God, lince I am prevented by my ill-fortune from paying my
" duty in perfon. I wifh you could leave the party with which
" you are engaged, as I fee deftiny will to it prove unfavorable."

God be praifed, that from his prudent caution, my dear fon

icemained fecure from the enfuing troubles.

17

Bedar Bukht, agreeable to the orders of his father, moved

towards Agra, and was joined from the prefence by Zoolfeccar

Khan, Ram Sing Harrah, zemindar of ' Koteh, and Dulput
* Bonedcla, alfo Amaun OoUa Khan, who were fent by Azim Shaw,

* A principal zemindary in Malwa, now much circumfcribed by the Mharattas,

who allow the raja, a defcendant of Ram Sing's, but a very fmall proportion of his

lands.

* The Bonedela tribe of Rajapootes are the pofTeflbrs of Bonedelcund, an extenfive

traiSt, lying partly in the Agra, and partly in the province of Allahabad. Their proper

chief, the raja of Oorcha, defcended from Ber Sing Deo, the founder of the family

importance, pofleiTes but little territory, far the greateft part having been wrefted from

his houfe by Chutterfaul, one of a younger branch of the Bonedelas, whofe defcendants

now hold his eftates jointly -with the Mharattas, who have a third part of the lands, and .

produce of the diamond mines of Pirna.

D as
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as much to guard the prince's motions as to aflifl him. ' Meerza

Raja Jey Sing, ^ Khan Aulum a Dekkan chief, with his brother

^ Munnower Khan, and other officers, alfo joined from the prefence,

with about fix thoufand horfe.

The prince ^ Mahummud Azeem Oofhawn, who had, by

Auhimgeer's orders, left his government of Bengal to proceed to

the prefence, had reached the vicinity of Agra, when he heard of

the emperor's deceafe ; upon which he marched to fecure that city

for his father, Shaw Aulum. ^ Mukhtar Khan, the foubadar,

who was attached to Azim Shaw, and father-in-law to Bedar

Bukht, hoping to impede his progrefs, funk all the boats in the

Jumna, and placed guards at the neareft fords. But, alas ! what

power hacj fuch a valTal to face the fon of his decreed fovereign ?

The prince moved higher up, and having crolfed the river, took

him prifoner > but regarding his former fervices, and thofe of his

' Zemindar of a confiderable territory in the province of Ajmere, named Ambeer •

but fince this prince's founding a new city called Jeypore, the rajafhip has alfo taken that

name. Jeypore is reckoned the moft regular built city in Hindoftan ; and Europeans,

who have fcen it, fpeak highly of its magnificence. Jey Sing was a great encourager of

fcience, and built feveral obfervatories for aftronomical fludies. He alfo eredted a

caravanferai and market in every province of Hindoftan, for the convenience of tra-

vellers, at his own expence. The prefent raja of Jeypore, his grand-nephew, poffefTes

the city, but not much territory, part of which has been feized by vaflals of his family,

and part by the Mharattas and Mogul chiefs, to both of whom he is tributary. Jeypore
IS. the great n»art for horfes from Perfia and the northern provinces of Hindoftan ; and
the old citadel of Ambeer, clofe to it, is faid to contain vaft wealth laid up by Jey Sing.

This will probably one day fall into the hands of the Mharattas, if they are not foon
diverted from their operations in this part of India, by troubles in Dekkan, that {hall

furnifti them employment nearer home.

* Anglice, Lord of the world.

^ Enlightened lord

Anglice, Of high dignity ; fecond fon of Shaw Aulum, the eldeft furviving fon

ofAulumgeer.

' Anglice, Powerful lord,

family.

i
!



(C

cc

MOGUL EMPIRE.
family, did not offer him perfonal injuries. It had as yet been the

ufage of the princes of this illuftrious houfe, though a nobleman

according to bis connections with one of them, appeared againfl:

another in the field, that the viclor did not put him to death, or

difgrace him. On the contrary, the fidelity and valour difplayed

by him, in the caufe of a defeated rival, were fure recommendations

to the conqueror's favour. The princes knew that the ftability of

power and regulation of empire refted on the fupport of an expe-

rienced nobility, and they would frequently obferve, " that their

enmity was not to the throne; for whenever a prince became

fixed upon it, they were faithful fubjefts. If then we deftroy

them, through whom can we adminifter the government." By
this wife policy of the Imperial family, the rules and order of the

extenfive empire of Hindoftan remained uninjured by the quarrels

of the princes.—But to return to my fubje6l.

When Mahummud Bedar Bukht approached the banks of the

'Chumbul, and Azim Shaw arrived near ^Gualiar, Azeem Oofhawn

detached a confiderable body from Agra, under ' Motuflium Khan,

to guard the fords. Bedar Bukht was fond of enterprize, jealous

of his honour, and of high mmd tempered with prudence. A
rivalfhip for glory had always fubfifled between him and his father,

Azim Shaw, who was of rafli courage, and never looked beyond

the prefent in his condu6l. Like the * whiiker-twifting vaunters

* A river in the province of Agra-

* One of the moft celebrated fortrefles of Hindoftan, an elegant plate of which,

with the accoxint of its capture by a detachment under colonel Popham, in 1780, has

been given to the public by major Rennell ; but another, on a larger fcale, with a

more minute defcription of the place, is now preparing by the ingenious Mr.W. Hodges,

well known for his drawings under Captain Cook, and for his views of places in India,

taken by himfelf on the fpot.

' Dignified.

* The twift of the whifkers in India, and the outrageous cock of the hat in England,

are alike charaderiftic.

D 2 of
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of Hindoftan, if his fon made any delay on his march, he would

jeft and fneer, attributing it to cowardice, and dread of the enemy.

On this account, Bedar Buhkt refolved to crofs the Chumbul im-

mediately, and attack the pofls of Motufhum Khan ; but this

proceeding was ftrongly oppofed by Zoolfeccar Khan, an experi-

enced general of approved conduct j upon which a flrange conten-

tion took place, which is worthy of relation.

A number of low-minded perfons, vain and imprudent, fuch as

are too frequently the favorites of princes, who thought themfelves

capable antagonifts for the nobility of Azeem Ofhawn, regarding

this as a fit opportunity to fhew their loyalty and attachment, in-

terfered in the condu6t of affairs. As Zoolfeccar Khan, in the

opinion of fome, was fufpe6ted of treachery, they feized this occa-

fion to perfuade the prince that he correfponded with Shaw Aulum,
and wifhed to delay engaging till his approach, in order to com-

plete his defigns of defertion to his caufe. God only knows the

heart, and perhaps it might have been fo ; but, in the eye of un-

derflanding, good policy alone feemed to influence his condu6l in

this affair.

When he was informed that the prince had refolved on croffing

the river the next morning, he repeatedly reprefented, through the

proper officers, that fuch a flep was by no means advifeable at the

prefent crifis ; but the prince refufed to take his opinion. Upon
this, Zoolfeccar Khan went himfelf to his highnefs's tents, and

requefted an audience, fetting forth, that he had affairs of import-

ance to communicate ; but the prince would not admit him, and

fent word, that nightly council was unlucky, therefore he muft

wait till the morning. I had heard of Zoolfeccar Khan's advice

during the day, and of the prince's dilTent, but knew not what had

pafTed at night ; for I made it a rule never to go to his councils,

unlefs
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unlefs called upon j and his highnefs had never failed, till now, to

fend for me. It happened, that I had been this day to vifit Zool-

feccar Khan, at his earneft reqneft, but not a word on the affair

in debate paffed between us. Some envious perfons, however, took

this occalion to perfuade the prince, that I was a partner with the

general ; and, notwithftanding his convi£lion of my fidelity, his

highnefs, in his prefent humour, believed them. Hence it is, that

the ancients obferved, " We fhould never rely on the favour of

" princes ; for when their minds are difgufted, though without

" caufe, a thoufand years of confidence may be deftroyed in one

" inftant of fufpicion."

21

1^'

The day following, fuddenly, before morning prayer, the march

of battle was founded, and the prince, completely armed, mounted

the elephant which he always rode in the day of aftion. I was at

my devotions, when I heard the drums j but drefling myfelf in

hafte and aftoniftiment, I fpeeded to attend him. He had moved

fome diftance from the tents before I came up, I found him, with

an angry countenance, and contemptuous exclamation, uttering

reproachful terms of Zooifeccar Khan, as deceiver, traitor, falfe

wretch, and the like, to fome fervile attendants round his elephant

;

but, on perceiving me, he became filent, and looked more dif-

pleafed. According to cufVom, I alighted from my horfe to make

my obeifance, of which he took no notice, nor fpoke, nor fmiled

upon me as he was wont to do, but turned his head another way.

Though much hurt at this flight, I took my flation as ufual on

his right hand, clofe to the ear of his elephant, and ruminated on

the change, in his behaviour, while my enemies^ who during the

night had formed this ' telifm, were rejoicing all around at my
difti'efs. Though his highnefs did not fpeak to them after my

Charm, or talifman^

arrival.
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arrival, yet I judged, by their exulting, and winking to one

another, that fomevvhat highly pleafing to them had happened.

Juft then, Zoolfeccar Khan fent an officer to requeft I would

attend him j for he hoped that, at my defire, the prince would

alter his intention of paffing the river. I informed Iiis highnefs of

the officer's coming, for I never vilited any of the nobility without

permiffion. Upon this, he angrily exclaimed, " Go ! ' Your
*' quiver alfo hangs at his belt !

" I then defired the officer to

return, and tell what he had heard, as I could not go ; but the

prince, with a furious afpeft, cried out, " Be gone ! Why don't

*' you go to your friend ?
" At beholding this, a giddinefs feized

my brain, and I became diftradled ; for I never expected fuch

words from him, whofe favour I thought lincere, and prided my-

felf on deferving, by my fidelity. I became raging, rafli, and im-

petuous, and faid, " What bufinefs can I, the humbleft of the

" humble, have with nobles of Zoolfeccar's exalted rank ? He
*' was the firft general of your grandfather j but your father has

*' now detached him under your command, and certainly the

" power is at prefent in your hands, to treat him as you pleafe."

His highnefs, upon this, more angtily than ever, exclaimed,

*' Surely the emperor hath not made you my tutor !
" What

fhall I fay ? Heaven and earth feemed to fall at once upon my
fhoulders, and I wiflied to die that inftant ; but thefe words invo-

luntarily flipped from my tongue :
" What is my ability, to be-

*' come tutor to a prince like your highnefs ? Yet, fliould the truft

*' be offered me, I would rather fly from fociety with a fliorn head,

*' than accept it." To this he made no reply, and I quitted his

perfon without ceremony.

• An idiomatical expreffion, fjgnifying that he was attached to his party.

2 I had
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I had not gone far, when the generous, forbearing, patient and

benevolent prince, cherifher of his friends, fent to me the ' daroga

of his khowaus, to fay, as from himfelf, " What troublefomc

" dreams hath my friend feen, to diforder his imagination, and

" make him rave ? Know you not, that fpies have prejudiced my
" father againft you, as my advifer ? Therefore, as much con-

" tention paffed laft night, between me and Zoolfeccar Khan, and

" I have juft now infulted that deceitful traitor, I fpoke angrily to

*' you alfo, to remove fufpicion of my treatment of him proceeding

*' from your counfel, not fuppofmg you could mifapprehend me."

Upon this, I flopped till the prince came up, when he called me

to him, and fmiling, whifpered in my ear, " I have beheld your

" deep penetration." I replied, " I did not expert fuch expreflions

" from your highnefs." He anfwered, *' I alfo wifhed to try

" your patience, my friend, who pretend to fo much prudence,

" with fuch heat and paflion." Having faid this, he took from

his neck a large cornelian of " Yemmun, on which were engraved

feme prayers in a beautiful charaditer, and giving it to me, faid

aloud, " Admire this graving !" at the fame time nodding that I

ihould keep it j but I returned it, fignifying privately, that the

gift was improper before fo many envious witneffes. At length,

my late exulting and mean-fpirited enemies, feeing me again in

favour, retired to a diftance, and left me to converfe with his high-

nefs ; who then faid, " Surely you muft: have forgotten what my
" father wrote to me, concerning you, three days lince, and my
*' anfwer to his majefty !" That affair I will relate.

The prince had three days before received a firmaun under his

father's own hand, and I went with him to meet it, agreeable to

cuftom. About midnight, he fent for me again, and carried me

23 *^-.

* Oyerfeer of domeftk attendants. ' Arabia Felix.
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into the fleeping apartment of his ' mahal, where he had been

fitting with the mother of ^ Bedar Dil, who retired as I came in, to

another chamber. He gave me the firmaun, and defired me to read

it. In it was written, in Azim Shaw's own hand, the following

fentence :
" You are day and night confulting with Eradut Khan

;

" I wifh to know for what purpofe !" When I had returned the

paper, his highnefs alked what was fit to write in anfwer.

I replied, " I am your fervant. Difmifs me for the prefent,

" and when my duty is requifite, I will inftantly return." He
€xclaimed, " You muft not leave me ; but fome anfwer muft be
*' written. I will attempt one; but you muft alfo compofe
*' another, and we will fend that we both approve." He then gave

rae pen, ink and paper, from his ftandifh, and feated me at a lamp.

He wrote, and I wrote. When we had finifhed, it appeared, on

comparifon, that we had both written the fame, almoft without

the dijfference of a word, as follows :

" It muft be remembered in the facred mind, that your majefty,

in paffing through Malwa to the prefence of the ' Shadow of

God, faid to your flave, Eradut Khan is our houfehold fervanfy

truly loyal, wife and experienced. Igive him to you, that, when

important affairs Jhall come in agitation, you may confult with him'.

Health to your m^efty I What crifis of affairs can be more im-

portant than the prefent ? According to the orders founded in

benevolence, I do confult with him daily, on all affairs public

and private. I know not what fufpicions thofe admitted to the

prefence may have formed of this faithful fervant, but, were

they communicated to me, I could remove them to the fatisfac-

tion of your majefty."

<t

<(
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* The ladies apartments,

emperor Aulutnge^r.

His fon; Anglice, Vigilant mind» ^ ^jje

^^
The
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The prince applauded me much, and faid, " with this able

" judgement and the (imilarity of our difpofitions, how can I

*' avoid giving you my efleem ?
" But to be fmcere in this affair,

juftice was on the fide of Azim Shaw ; for Bedar Bukht was rival

to his father, and waited opportunity to dethrone him. As for

me, I was never in the lervice of Azim Shaw, nor had ever made

him profeflions of duty, being wholly devoted to his fon.

Being alone with him one night, he fuddenly threw his arms

about my neck, and holding down his head upon my bread, faid,

*' If a fovereign and parent feeks the life of a fon, and that fon is

" truly informed of his intention, how fliould he a6l in felf-

*' defence ? Have you a precedent for it
?

"

I replied, " Such a queftion is unnecefTary. The behaviour of

" your ' grandfather to his father is a fufficient precedent j and
" fovereigns are forced to expedients which are not juftifiable in

" other men."

«5

:-M-

Converfation of this fort often pafTed between us ; and one

evening he alked me, how he might gain an opportunity of feizing

his father. I replied, " An opportunity will offer thus : When
*' he has gamed the vi6lory over Shaw Aulum, you will be the

" firfl to congratulate him. The troops will then be feparated

** here and there in fearch of plunder, or looking after the dead

" and wounded j and, as the tents will not be ready, your father

^ will be only under a * fhaumianeh, furrounded by a few ' kanauts.

" Alluding to Aulumgeer's dethronement of Shaw Jehaun;

* A canopy of cotton cloth.

' Walls of cotton cloth, which are always pitched round the tents of all who can

afFord them. The principal chiefs have them, enclofing ground of a great extent

round theirs. They have a very fplendid appearance. Bernier gives a good defcrip-

tion of a Mogul camp, to which the curious may refer.

E « You
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" You will be admitted to audience, attended by fuch of your fol-

*' lowers as may have deferved notice in the a6tion by tlieir gallant
" conduft ; and, at fuch a time, they will be allowed their arms.
*' It is probable your father will not have many perfons with him
" between the kanauts. Then is your time." The prijice eagerly

exclaimed, " You have fpoken well ! Dare you, at fuch a time,

*' ftrike the blow r

"

I replied, that though the aft was eafy, yet a facred oath refted

upon our family never to fhed the blood of a prince unlefs by

chance in battle, if engaged in the caufe of a rival, when it would

be excufable. I then faid, " Your other opportunity will be thus :

" fhould the enemy fly, an army will be fent in purfuit, and pro-

** bably under your command, while your father, fetting his mind
*' at eafe, will be employed, without fufpicion, in pleafure and

" rejoicing. You may return fuddenly upon him, and gain your

*' wifhes. Should this opportunity not occur, as you are his eldeil

** fon and have feen much fervice, he will certainly appoint you to

*' the government of Dekkan. You will have then a powerful

" army at your difpofal. As your father's behaviour is dilguftful

to the people, and many of the courtiers diflike him, they will

aid your pretenfions. Ufe open force, and try for-whom God
will decide."

ct

Bedar Bukht, having crofTed the Chumbul at an unobfei-ved

ford, the troops of Azeem Oofhaun, who were ftationed on the

banks of the river in another quarter, left their artillery in the

various polls, and fled to Agra, happy to fave their lives. Zool-

feccar, who had advifed the prince to remain on the other fide,

feeing he had crofled, now came up relu61:antly, and congratulated

him on the fuccefs of his march. This fubmiflion pleafmg his

highnefs, Ije refolved on the morrow to honour him with a vifit,

7 in
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in order to atone for his late behaviour. Zoolfeccar Khan,

hearing of his intention, fent a meflage to me, defiring that I

would perfuade him to lay it alide, as his highnefs's vifit would

occa/ion various reports, and the caufe be inferted in the intelligence

of the Ipies, with remarks that would injure the prince and himfelf

in the opinion of Azim Shaw.

I was preparing to execute the commiffion ; but before I could

leave my tent, Zoolfeccar Khan pafTed by, having refolved to go

himfelf to the prince. Begging pardon for his boldnefs, he pre-

fented a ' garland of flowers to his highnefs, who, foftened with

his humility, fliewed him more favour than was confiftent with his

own dignity. It was a rule of Aulumgeer's, never to fhew fuch

condefcenlion to the nobility, as to make them think themfelves

too neceffary to him, but he condud:ed himfelf fo as to be held in

refpe6tful veneration by thofe even neareft his perfon. Certain it

is, that too much humility in a fovereign lofes him the object for

which it is alfumed. The prince, having honoured him with the

robe he had on, and a rich ^ firpeach ofjewels, difmifled him with

numerous profeilions of kindnefs.

Zoolfeccar Khan the fame evening made another vilit, when I

only was fitting with the prince, and thus begaa to offer his advice

:

^' Since your highnefs has crofled the river, as the prince Azeem
" Oofhaun is near, it is proper to march towards him immediately,

** left your father fliould conceive evil fufpicions, or the army

27

' Garlands made of the chumbeely, a fort of double jafmine, are always introduced

with the betel at entertainments, and prefented to the guefts j alfo taflels of the fame

for the turban, and fometimes leaves of gold and filver foils, are interwoven with the

flowers.
~"

* The firpeach is a jewel for the turban. A kulghee, or egret, is generally worn

with it.
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" fuppofe that you fear to engage him." The -prince did not

anfvver hhn, but nodding to me, faid, *' Have you heard what he
" obferved ?" I repHed, " Yes ; and he is an experienced general

" and faithful fervant ; yet there are fome points to be confidered.

" Though engaging Azeem Oofhaun is no hazardous enterprize,

" yet he is alfo a prince j and if, now your highnefs has croffed

" the river to meet him, he does not march this way, the reproach

" of delay will reft on him. Let us coniider alfo who is neareft- to-

" us, Azim Shaw, or Shaw Aulum. If the former, let us march.:

" yet Azeem Oofbaun, if defeated, has the city of Agra for a re-

" fuge, to reduce which muft require fome days. His father may
" alfo arrive with his vaft army, faid to be an hundred thoufand-

" horfe, and he has already with him thirty thoufand. If Zoolr

" feccar Khan judges he can, without the aid of your father^.

" engage thefe two armies, and a prince of Shaw Aulum's expe,-

" rience and valour, what can we dread ? Let us march." Zool-r

fecear Khan, in reply to this, only faid, as was his manner whea.i

pleafed, " Good ! good ! good !: He hath fpoken well."

Some days after this, Azim Shaw approaching near, Bedar Bukht:

moved a cofs in front, the fpot he was upon being cliofen for his

father's tents ; and the morning of his arrival, went two cofs from

•the camp to meet him. Azim Shaw loved him as a fon, though,

from the attention (hewn him by Aulumgeer., he had regarded hira

as a rival. When he now beheld him, after long abfence, paternal

fondnefs for the inftant overcame his jealoufy, and he received hira

with ftfong marks of aiFe6lion, conferring upon him a princely

khelaut, with the ' chaurkub, a fword fet with jewels, elephants

and horfes. The prince, after the interview, aiked me if I would

not pay my refpefts to his father : to which I replied, that I did

• An upper robe, never conferred but on princes of the royal family, the vizier of

the empire, and Ameer al Amra.

5 not
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not wifli it, having no defire to engage his notice, or embrace his

lervice ; but, upon his obfsrving that my declining it would occa-

fion much fufpicion, I confented, and was introduced. Azim Shaw,

upon feeing, me, faid,. " Are you alfo come ?" I replied, " Yes,

" but without orders. I left my flation, though far diilant from
" the route of your majefty. Who elfe has done fo ?" He con-

ferred the ufual khelaut upon me, and gave orders for my being

employed..

Empire having been decreed to Shaw Aulura, from the agency

of deftiny, fuch vanity took pofTeffion of the mind of Azim Shaw,

that he was convinced his brother, though fupported by the

myriads of ' Toor and Sulluni, durft not meet him in the field.

Hence,, thofe who brought intelligence of his approach he would

abufe as fools and cowards, fo that, no one.cared to fpeak the truth j

as was formerly the cafe with the emperor * Humaioon, during the

rebellion of the Afghan Shere Shaw. Even his chief officers feared

to difclofe intelligence ; fo that, he was ignorant of the fuccefsful

pi'ogrefs of his rival..

At length Shaw Aulam having reached ' Muttra, fent by a cele-

brated dirvefh the following mefTuage to Azhn Shaw. " By the

" divine aufpices, we inherit from our anceflors an extenfive

" empire, comprehending many kingdoms. It will be jufl and
** glorious not to draw the fword againft each other, nor confent.

' Vaft armies, mentionedin the Koraun.

* Father of Akber. See his reign in Dow's Hiftory.

3 A city about eighteen cofs N. of Agra, much venerated by the Hrndoos, it being

the birth-place of their god Kifhen. There were formerly very rich temples in it;

but one, more celebrated than the reft, and ere<Sted by Ber Sing, deo raja of Oorcha,

coft tiiirty-fix lacks of rupees. It was razcd by Alilumgecr, who built a mofqj^ on

the fite with 'the materials. Muttra, however, iias ftill many temples, which are

vifited by pilgrims from all la.ts of India.

" to
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*' to fhed the blood of the faithful. Let us equally divide the

" empire between us. Though I am the elder, I will leave the

" choice in your power." Azim Shaw, vain-glorious and haughty,

replied, that he would anfwer his brother on the morrow in the

field, and upon this, the meflenger departed. Azim Shaw marched
the next morning, and encamped between lajoo and Agra, on a

barren plain void of water, fo that the army was much diflrefled.

Intelligence arrived during this day, that Shaw Aulum was

encamped feven cofs diftant, and intended moving on the morrow,

but to what quaiter was not khown. \^

I have already mentioned, that my delign is not to write the

hiftory of kings, but of myfelf, and what I have feen. Accord-

ingly, of the battle between the brothers, I fhall only relate fuch

circumftances as I was an eye-witnefs of.

Sunday, the -phe moming dawned J but what a dawn! Darting fire, and
1 8th of Ru- .

.

° t> '

bee ai awui, tinged With blood ; of whofc horrors the laft day can only prove an

A. c. 1^07. imitation. Call it not morning; it was the day of judgment!

Call it not dawn 3 it was the evening of death 1 Call it not day,

but the gloomy eve of the woes of time !

Mahummud Bedar Bukht, who commanded the advanced corps

of the army, having given the neceffary orders, began his march.

He was mounted upon his favorite elephant, and his mofl valued

attendants were near his perfon. Zoolfeccar Khan with the two

Raujepoet chiefs. Ram Sing and Dulput Roy, alfo Amaun Oollah

Khan, followed them, inclined fomewhat to the left of the prince.

The main body of the army marched next, in the center of which

rode Azim Shaw, furrounded by his courtiers and a' numerous

band of Mogul, Afghan and Hindoilanee ' munfubdaurs, of

' Anglice, Holding rank. Perfons of family, but without titles of nobility.

approved
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approved valour. We had not as yet learned the pofition of the

enemy, or v^rhat was the defign of Shaw Aulum..

Mahummud Bedar Bukht had reached a village, near which was

a llreani of clear water -, and fome wells were alfo round about it.

The troops at this time were much feparated, and every chief, inat-

tentive to order, moved as he chofe. Seeing which, I reprelented

to the prince, that the main body was far behind ^ that the country

in his front was deftitute of water for fome miles, and the day pro-

mifed to be diftreflingly hot. Without order, without intelligence

of the enemy's motions, where would he hallen ? I remarked the

fcattered march of his followers j Zoolfeccar Khan obliqued fo far

to the left as fcarcely to be vifible, and other chkfs equally diftant

in every quarter. I obferved, that, if he halted here till fome news

arrived of the enemy, there was fufficient water to refrefti the

troops, the artillery would come up, the emperor have time to

join, and order be reftored in the line ; alfo that, Ihould the enemy

advance upon him, he would have the advantage of good ground,

and plenty of water. He replied, " Your advice is juft. Go, and
'* inform my father I fhall follow it."

It happened alfo, that Shaw Aulum had no advice of the route

of our army ; and, as there was but little water where he was

encamped, he had this morning difpatched his main body under
' Monauim Khan, while he, with his fons and perfonal attendants,

hunted along the bank of the Jumna. His^ peefhkhaneh, with the

ufual efcort under ' Rooftum-dil Khan, was coming on in front o£

the army, in the fame route as our line.

* Anglice, Fortunate, He was chief minifter to Shaw Aulum.
* Anglice, Advanced hoafe. The Hindoftanee chiefs have always two fets of

tents, &c. one of which is always difpatched, in front of the army, to the next ground,

of encampment, and pitched for their reception.

3 Anglice, Of heart like Rooftuiii, the cdcbrated^chaTnpjon of Firdofi's Shaw-
nammeh, or Hiftory of Perfian Kings,

'

Upon.
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Upon the delivery of my mefTage to Azim Shaw, he replied,

" It is very well. Go, and inform my fon I am coming up." I

returned to the promifed place of halt j but whot did I behold

!

The prince had marched on, and left the village unguarded. I

fpeeded after him, and, upon gaining the line, fav^ a joyful fcene

of congratulation on vi6lory. When the prince faw me, he eagerly

exclaimed, " I congratulate you on vidory!" I replied, " How
" comes viftory, without a battle ? " Upon which his highnefs,

turning to a courier, faid, " Tell Eradut Khan what you have feen."

This fooliih wretch then affirmed, that he had feen the ' Sewarr^e

elenhant of Shaw Aulum, without a rider, and with but few at-

tendants, running off towards Agra. The prince then faid, that

our left wing had defeated the enemy, and taken all their baggage.

The caufe of this imaginary vi6lory was thus : The advanced

baggage of Shaw Aulum falling in with our left wing, was at-

tacked, and, the efcort being fmall, foon taken . The elephant {Jeen

running av/ay, belonged to Rooilum-dil Khan, who commanded

the efcort.

The prince, however, now ordered ^me to go and inform his

father of the vid:ory, fuppofing that my being the bearer of good

news would give me favour in his mind. I declined going, and

obferved, that I could not carry intelligence fo very ridiculous and

groundlefs ; upon which the prince was angry, and exclaimed,

** What do you mean?" I replied, " Let us reafon on the fub-

" jed:. Is not Shaw Aulum the fon of Aulumgeer, and claimant
*' of the throne ? Has he not advanced from Cabul to Agra, with
" four fons, valiant like himfelf, and a great army ? Can then any
" perfon of judgment even fuppofe, that he fliould bafely fly

** without a battle, or even having feen his enemy ? What dread

* That on which He ufuftlly rode.

5* can
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" ean have feized him, who was a valiant leader m the wars of
" Dekkan, agaiuft ' Samba, ' Sunta, and ' Dhunna ? Accidents

will happen to the baggage of armies, and this boafted viftory

is no. more. Your troops have plundered his advanced tents;

but woe to thofe who have been thus employed ! If important

fervice fhould now offer, they will be ufelefs, confufed as th^
are, and encumbered with fpoil." To thefe remarks the prince

angrily exclaimed, ** You are always apprehenfive, and foreboding

" ill!" He then ordered Cafim, the '^darogah of his divan, to

carry the intelligence of victory to Azim Shaw.

33
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Scarce half an hour after this had elapJfed, when a great duft

arofe upon our right. Upon this, I.faid to the prince, " Behold
*' the confequence of our viftory, and the flight of Shaw Aulum !

" Yon cloud precedes at leaft fifty thoufand horfe." Juft as I

had concluded, another duft arofe, which certified a fecond body

of troops approaching. I defired his highnefs to prepare for action,

while yet the enemy was at fome diftance. He then faid, " Will
*' you now go, and inform my father of the enemy's approach ?"

To this I replied, " Though I wifh not to quit your highnefs's

" perfon, yet, as I am ordered, I muft obey;" and, having faid

this, I rode off with fpeed towards Azim Shaw. On my way, I

beheld ftrange diforder. Amaun OoUah Khan, a reputed good

officer, who a61:ed as ' herauwul to the prince ^ Wallajah, I met

with only two or three hundred ftraggling horfe. Azim Shaw was

' • Son to the celebrated Mharatta chief Sewajee, whom he fuccceded ; but was taken

prifoner, and j^tit to death by Aulumgeer, , .

* Another fon of Sewajee. . .

• ^ A famous Mharatta chief.

* Superintendant of the hall of audience. . . _
. ._

* Leader of the advanced corps. ,.

* Anglice, Of high rar^k. He was younger fon to Azim Shaw.

F' acofs
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a cofs and a half farther in the rear, and his troops become fepe-

rated into three divifions, fo that I could not eafily diftinguifh the

royal poft^ for the train of artillery had been left in Dekkan, and

the ftandard elephants were out of their ftations, fo that there was

nothing to mark the emperor from a diftance. When Terbeut

Khan was removed from the command of the artillery, and his

fuccefTor applied for orders concerning it to Azim Shaw, he was

much enraged, and paffionately exclaimed, " Do men think that I

*' will ufe cannon againft a 'breeder of cattle? I will not even

** draw the fword, but bruife his head with a ftafF."

At length I perceived the imperial * umbrella, and haftened to-

wards it. Some of the courtiers, who always firft received intelli-

gence, that they might accommodate it to the humour of their

mafter, demanded my bufinefs ; but, not liftening to fuch weak

flatterers, I rode on. When Azim Shaw faw me, he made a fignal

for me to advance ; but, fuch was the crowd, I had fcarce ability

to pu(h through it. At length, having come near to his ' travelling

throne, I alighted from my horfe, and faid, " The prince informs

" your majefty of the enemy's near approach." What fhall I fay ?

Azim Shaw, ftarting as if flung by a fcorpion, with furious looks,

eyes rolling, and, as was his cuftom when angry, pulling up his

fleeve, exclaimed, " Comes an enemy to mel" Being vexed at

his manner, I replied, " So it appears." He then called aloud for

his war elephant, and, in a frantic manner whirling a crooked

' Alluding to the bullocks ufed for tbe draft of the artillery, univerfal in Hindoftan.

* The umbrella is one of the imperial enfigns ; and, when the etiqu<^e of the court

was kept up, no fubjed dared to carry one.

^ A feat, or rather fmall couch, fixed on three poles, Iik» the nallekee defcribed in &
former note.

* A fhort crooked ftaff, about three feet in length, not unlike a crofler, ufed by

fakeers to lean on when they fit, and often by perfons of rank as an emblem of humi-

lity, and having declared themfelves difciples to fome holy man.

ftaff;
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ftafF, ftood upright in his throne, and tauntingly faid, " Be not

" alarmed ! I am coming up to my fon." Hurt at this infult to

the fpirit of my prince, I faid, " His highnefs is fon to yourfelf,

afylum of a world, and knoweth not fear. He only reprefents

the enemy's approach, that your majefty may advance with the

" troops, and take the poft ufual for the emperor in the day of

" battle." -.

<c

cc

Having faid this, I rode off to rejoin Bedar Bukht j but fuch

crowds furrounded me to alk for news, that I could not difengage

myfelf till within a rocket's flight of the prince. Juft as I had

reached him, the enemy began to cannonade, and a ball ftruck the

breaft of an attendant clofe to his perfon. ;

As I had not been undreffed for the lafl two nights, and was

exceedingly fatigued with hard riding, the fun and wind being

burning hot, my ftrength now failed me, and I fainted away. My
brother, feeing this, lifted me from my horfe, laid me on the

ground, and loofened my armour, but could get no water to revive

me. The prince, obferving my diftrefs, generoufly fent me a fmall

veffel from his elephant, which gave me new life. I untied the

folds of my veft, and poured fome of the water on my breaft, but

w^as ftill too faint to rife. By this time, Azim Shaw was come up;

tut, contrary to the cuftom of the emperors, whofe ftation is the

rear of the center, pulhed on towards Bedar Bukht, and his

attendants crowded after him without order. Ameer Khan pafling

by, and feeing me on the ground, offered me a feat with him on

his elephant, as did others of my friends j but I refufed them all.

At length my own elephant arriving, I mounted, and lay with my
breaft bare upon three fkins of water, which luckily for me were

in the feat, to prevent my fainting a fecond time. The train ele-

phants of Azim Shaw, thofe of his women, of the treafury, and

F 2 the



Z(> M E M O I R S OF THE
the jewel office, now puilied between me and Bedar Buklit, fo that

I was removed fonie diftance from him.

The two bodies of the enemy had now approached, and halted

within a ' rocket's flight of our hne. One of thefe was headed by

the prince Azeem Oofliaun, the other by Monauim Khan, with

whom were alfo the princes " Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw and

^ Jehaun Shaw. Our line was fo preffed upon on each flank, and in

the real", by baggage elephants, cattle and followers, as greatly to

incommode the troops, and render them iifelefs. Shaw Aulum's

artillery played upon us inceflantly, and did great execution j and

his fons advancing, fired fliowers of mufquetry, which fell like

hail. A line of rockets extending in front of our army, was re-

peatedly difcharged with great efFe6l. The fun, obfcured by duft and

fmoke, was in the meridian, and the heat exceflive. At length our

troops, grown impatient from the galling of the enemy's cannon,

prepared to charge. This being told me by my brother, who fup-

ported me on the elephant, I raifed myfelf as much as I could,

adjufted my armour, and obferved the motions. I faw Khan Auktm

move towards the enemy with great rapidity, upon which I waved

my handkerchief as a fignal for the prince Bedar Bukht to follow,

which he did, fo that I fhortly could fee only the top of his

* amaury. As to myfelf, I could not move, being wedged in by

the crowd of elephants around me.

' The rocket in India is ufed in war, and the chamber being made of iron, does

execution wherever it ftrikes, but cannot be fent in true direction. It 'will reach from

three to four hundred yards.

* Anglice, Refpe£ter of the faith, king poffeffing the world ; eldeft fon of Shaw

Aulum.

' King of the world ; youngeft fon of Shaw Aulum.

* A canopied feat for an elephant. An open one is called howzah, or howdah.

c As
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As Khan Aulum advanced nearer the enemy, his followers di-

minifhed, gradually lagging behind, and not above three hundred

ftuck by him to the charge. When I faw this, I well knew that

all was loft. The brave chief, however, penetrated to the elephant

of Azeem Oofhaun, and hurled his fpear at the prince, but it

miffed him, and ftruck the thigh of an attendant ; when the prince

drew an arrow, which pierced the heart of Khan Aulum, and he

died on the inftant. His brother, Munrtower Khan, was alfo

wounded. Their followers fell back in the utmoft confufion, and

fled, as did the greateft part of our right wing, leaving the princ^

Wallajah in a manner alone ; but, notwithftanding this defertion,

he heroically kept his poll. Amaun OoUah Khan, feeing his

danger, haftened to fupport him, when unluckily a rocket lighting

in the pad fuppdrting his feat on the elephant, it took fire, and

burnt fo furioufly as to pain the animal, who turned back. The
khan, half burnt, fell to the ground ; and his troops, thinking he

was killed, fled in diforder. The prince Wallajah, upon this, re-

treated for flielter towards Bedar Bukht.

37

A body of the enemy, under Bauz Khan Afghan, now attacked

Zoolfeecai' Khan, but was repulfed with great lofs, and the chief

badly wounded 5 but, by the decrees of Providence, Ram Skig

Harra, and Dulput Raow Bonedelah, on whofe valour and con-

dvtSt Zoolfeccar Khan mofl depended, were both killed at the fame

inftant by a cannon fliot ; upon which their raujepoots loft: all

confidence, and fled with the dead bodies of their chiefs. Zool-

feccar Khan, however, yet remained firm with his own followers 5

but, upon being charged by the whole of Azeem Ooftiaun's divi-

fion, he left the conduit of the battle to Syed 'Muzuffir, and

retired to the rear of Azim Shaw's poft with Hummeed ad Dien

Khan, and, having difmounted from his elephant, fled on horfe--

Vidorious.

back
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back to Gualiar, where he was received by his father, ' AfTud Khan,

His flight determined the rout of our army.

The principal followers and perfonal attendants of Azim Shaw

now difmounted, and laying their quivers on the ground, fat down

to wait the charge of the enemy, and fell their lives in defence of

their patron. Syed Abdoolla, and his brother Houfiein Ali Khan,

of the illuftrious houfe of Barreh, ever celebrated for valour, whofe

anceftors had in every reign performed the moll gallant actions, if.

poffible fuperior to their fires, defcended from their elephants, and

prepared to engage on foot. The battle now raged hand to hand

v/ith fabres, and great flaughter on both fides. Houflein Ali Khan

received feveral wounds, and fell down faint with the lofs of blood.

AmaunOoUa Khan was killed. TerbeutKhan, MuttuUub Khan,

and Khoodabundeh Khan, having expended all their arrows, ufed

their fabres j but the former was foon killed by a mufquet ball, and the

two latter fell down faint with many wounds. SufFawee Khan, of

the royal houfe of Perlia, Meerza Abdoolla, and a numerous band

of great officers of Azim Shaw,were flain, after each had fhewn the

valour of Rooftum in his defence. At laft a mufquet ball, and

feveral arrows, llruck the prince Bedar Bukht, and he funk down
dead upon his elephant. I faw him fall, and in the agony of grief

exclaimed, " Hadft thou not, O God, created ambition of crowns
" and thrones, the head of my prince had not been thus humbled,
" in duft and blood!"

Azim Shaw, though much wounded, was ftill alive, when a

whirl of duft winded towards him from the army of Shaw Aulum.
From this now ilfued Monauim Khan with a fele6l band, the

princes Azeem Oofhaun, Moiz ad dien Jehaundar Shaw, and

Jchaun Shaw. Azim Shaw foon received a mortal wound from a

* Anglice, Lion j Signifying like one in valour.

mufquet
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«nufquet ball, and refigned his foul to the Creator of life. The
prince Wallajah alfo funk down in the fleep of death. I now made

my efcape towards Agra, not chuling to go to the enemy's camp,

though I had many friends, who would have given me proteftion.

- Rooftum-dil Khan, who, as already mentioned, commanded the

efcort of Shaw Aulum's advanced tents, when attacked in the

morning by our troops, finding his efcape cut off, paid his refpe6ts

to Azim Shaw, and had continued near his elephant during the

battle, till his death, with great firmnefs. Seeing him dead, he

^fcended the elephant, and cutting off the head of the corpfe,

remounted his horfe, and haftened to the camp of Shaw Aulum.

With exulting hope of great reward, he laid his prize at the prince's

feet ; but the companionate Shaw Aulum, feeing the head of his

.

flaughtered brotlier in fuch difgrace, fhed tears of affeftion, and

gave him nothing but reproaches. He ordered the head to be

buried with proper refpeft, and forbad the march of victory to be

beaten. :,-.-~ * --' "• '<' -"-',/:

39

Monauim Khan took charge of the bodies of the unfortunate

princes, and treated the ladies of their harams with the utmoft

refpeft and tendernefs. Though he had received a dangerous

wound, and fuffered extreme pain, he concealed his fituation, and
continued on the field till late at night, to reftore order and prevent

plunder. He could not difmount from his elephant without help

and was obliged, no pallekee being at hand, to be carried in a cloth

to the prefence of Shaw Aulum. His eldeft fon, Nyeem Khan,

alfo was dangeroully wounded by a ball in the neck, and was reco-

vered v:ith difficulty. Shaw Aulum pafled the night under a fhau-

mianelion the field of battle, and the next day, having attained

the important objeft of empire^ with his mind freed from the

8 dread
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dread of a rival» moved in triumph to the gardens of * Dhera,^

round which his army encamped.
, .;

I fliall now relate fome particulars neceflary to be known coa-

cerning Shaw Aulum ; his march from Cabul, and other proceed-

ings, to the day of engagement with his unfortunate tH'other Amm"
Shaw.

,

'

Some time before his death, Aulumgeer had appointed Monauinsi

Khan to be * dewan to Shaw Aulum, who then held the govern-

ment of Cabul. This nobleman was of great abilities, active in

the cabinet, refolute in execution, and of unbending integrity of

mind. He foon arranged the prince's affairs, which, before his

coming into office, were always in confufion, owing to the afcen-

dancy of unw^orthy favourites. Diflblute and oppreffive, they,

from felf-interefted motives, interfered with the duties of a dewan,

and prevented him from doing juftice. A fuperfluous foldiery was

kept up, exceeding the ability of the revenue, and, being confe-

quently ill paid, was ever mutinous and difcontented. At the

fame time the houfhold of the prince was diftreffed. Monatiim

Khan, refpefted from the efteem in which he was held by the

emperor, and his already eftablifhed character of great ability, foon

gained the perfedl confidence of Shaw Aulum. He diminifhed the

prince's army, but took care to pay that on foot regularly, fo as to

leave no room for difcontent, or excufe for licentioufhefs. When
he had thus reformed affairs at Cabul, he left his fon as his deputy

there, and removed to Lahore, the colle6lions of which province

were full of abufes. He had refolved to amend them, and fuc-

ceeded, fo as to render the majority of all ranks pleafed with his

adminiftration. When he heard of Aulumgeer's illnefs, in order

* About three cofs, or fix miles, from Agra. * Manager of the revenues.

to
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to prevent cabals in favour of Azim Shaw, he circulated a report

that Shaw Aulum would not contend for empire, but feek protec-

tion from his brother by a flight to Perfia. Shaw Aulum had him-

felf, indeed, made this declaration long before; and with fuch

apparent refolution, that it was believed, and dreaded even by his

fons, who refided with him. Monauim Khan related to me after-

wards the following anecdote, in thefe words :

*' When I perceived that my attacliment, fincerity, and abilities,

had properly imprefled Shaw Aulum's mind, and that he was

convinced I was a prudent, faithful and fecret fervant, being

alone one day with him, converfmg on the affaii's of the empire,

I took the liberty of thus addreffing him : It is repsrted thatymr

highnefs intendsjiying to Perjia, nvith fo much confidence^ that even

the princes, your Jons, ajfure me by facred oaths of its truth. He

replied. In this rumour there lies concealed a great defign, to for-

ivard which, I havefpread it abroad, and taken pains to make it

believed. Firfi, becaufe myfather, on a merefufpicionof difioyaltyy

kept me nine years in clofe confinement ; and, JJjould he even noio

think I cherijhed the fmallefl ambition, he would immediately firive

to accomplifh my ruin. Secondly, my brother, Mahummud Azim

Shaw, who is my powerful enemy, and valiant even to the extreme

of rafhnefs, would exert all his force againjl me. From this report*

my father is eafy, and my brother lulled into felf-fecurity j but, by

the Almighty God who gave me life, laying his hand on the Koraun

by him, and on this holy book, Ifwear^ though not onefriendflMuld

join me, I will meet Azim Shaw infingle combat, wherever he may

be. This fecret, which I have fo lojig maintai?ied, and even kept

from my own children, is now entrufied to your care. Be cautious

that no infiance ofyour condu5i may betray it /
"

,
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To proceed. When the news of Aulumgeer's death reached

Monauim Khan at Lahore, he wrote immediately by exprefs to

Shaw Aulum, conjuring him to march with the utmoft expedition

tovvards the capital, without anxiety or preparation, as he fhould

find artillery and all fupplies ready at Lahore. This wife minifter

then prepared bridges over the various rivers, fo that not a day's

delay was occafioned in croffing to the prince's army, which at

Lahore was joined by a powerful train of artillery, with fufficient

draft. He alfo paid up all the troops, and advanced large fums to

new levies. Shaw Aulum, by long marches of ten and twelve cofs

each day, foon arrived in the neighbourhood of Dhely, and Mo-
nauim Khan entered that city with a fele6l party. The officers of

Azim Shaw were alarmed, and either fled, or conceale<i themfelves

in difguifes. ' Mahummud Ear Khan, the kelladar of the palace,

a cautious perfon, and ever looking into futurity, though he knew
moft of the great ameers had embraced the caufe of Azim Shaw,

yet was fo awed with the vizier's gallantry, and the arrival of Shaw

Aulum, that he faw no fecurity for himfelf but in refigning his

charge. He accordingly gave up the palace, in which were the

treafures of Hindoftan, collected from the reign of Akber to the

prefent times. Thus was Shaw Aulum, by the a6tivity and refo-

liition of his fervant, made mafter of funds to fupport (if he chofe)

all the troops to be levied in the empire. The army was now
increafed to one hundred thoufand horfe, and foldiers of every caft

and fedl flocked in crowds to the imperial ftandard, wher^ they

were received with proper encouragement and amply paid. Mo-
nauim Khan advanced with ferae chofen troops before the prince

to Agra, and though Beaar Bukht was at the Chumbul, and Azim
Shaw arrived at Gualiar, he was not alarmed, but encamped im-

mediately before the citadel. 'Baukee Khan, an old imperial fer-

Anglice, Friend of Mahummud, Anglice, Conftant.

vant.
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vant, and governor of the fortrefs, which he had refufed to refign

to Azeem Ooftiawn, being certified that Shaw Aulum was ap-

proaohirig, did not chufe to refift longer, but fent offers, that if

Monauirti Khan would come firft alone into the citadel, he would

refign the command. He accordingly^ without the leaft diflruft,

entered over a narrow plank, only palFable for a fingle perfon,

which- was placed over a deep ditch from a fmall wicket to admit

him. As he had made a forced march from Muttra, of twenty cofs,

he now lay down to take a few hours reft, till all his followers

arrived. After this refrefhment, he fealed up the treafury, pofted

his people at the different gates, and about midnight went to vifit

Azeem Oofhawn, who was encamped at the diftance of fix cofs, to

whom he offered much friendly advice for his condu6l to his father,

who was jealous of his loyalty. When the news of the furrender

of the citadel of Agra reached Bedar Bukht at ' Dholepore, his

fpirit was broken, and the crimfon of his hopes faded into pale

defpair. I was with him at the time, and perceived that he re-

garded every thing as loft. He immediately fent an account of the

event to his father, who had not yet heard of Shaw Aulum's

arrival at Muttra, as his weak fervants, fearful of his difpleafure,

and the ufual grofs abufe, dared not to inform him. At length

Shaw Aulum made the propofal of a divifion of the empire, which

was refufed, and two days afterwards the conflidl enfued, as above-

mentioned.

Without doubt, Shaw Aulum's fucceffes, and his attainment of

the empire, were owing to the conduct and valour of this great

minifter; yet he never fet forth himfelf as having done any extra-

ordinary fervice, but would often fay to his majefty, that empire

was the particular gift of Gk)d, and that no obligation could be

43

' A town on the bank of the Chumbulj in the province of Agra,

G 2 laid
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laid on foyereigns j fo that, if any one thought himfelf conducive

to their fuccefs, it was, in them, vanity and folly. To me, from

whom he kept not his inmofl thoughts, he would fay, " Kings,

" through the blaze of fplendor, cannot fee impartially ; therefore,

" if any perfon prefumes upon fervices, and would fhew that he

" thinks them an obligation on his mafter, the jealous difpofition

" of royalty cannot bear it, and reje(5ts the claim, as was clearly

'proved in the proceedings of the emperor Mahummud Akber,

" and ' Beyram Khan, his affuming minifter."

It is now neceflary to fay fomething of the four fons of Shaw

Aulum, their diipofitions and behaviour, both in public and pri-

vate.

* Moiz ad Dien Jehaundaur Shaw, the eldeft, was a weak man,

devoted to pleafure, who gave himfelf no trouble about ftate affairs,

©r to gain the attachment of any of the nobility, as will be feen.

when I come to relate his reign.

Azeem Oofhawn, the fecond fon, was a ftatefman of winning

manners. Aulumgeer had always purfued the policy of encou-

raging his grandfons, and employing them in public affairs j for,

as his fons were ambitious, of great power, and at the head of

armies, he thus prudently controuled them, by oppofing to them

enemies in their own families, as Bedar Bukht to Azim Shaw, and

Azeem Oofhawn to Shaw Aulum. To the latter he had given the

advantageous government of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar,

and Orilfa, from whence he had now come with a rich treafure.

' Beyram Khan, on the death of Humaioon, became regent during the minority of

Akber, who, at the age of feventeen, not chufing longer to be governed by a fubjedt,

difplaced him.

* AngUce, Refpeder of t^e faith,

and
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and confiderable army -, and though in the late battle he had per-

formed great fervice, yet he was fufpefted by his father, and

dreaded as a rival : but to relate the caufes would be ufelefs pro-

lixity.

' Ruffeh Ooiliawn, the private companion and favourite of his

father, was a prince of quick parts, a great proficient in religious

learning, a fine writer, and of much knowledge in the law, but at

the fame time addifted to pleafure, particularly fond of mufic, and

the pomp of courtly fliew. He paid no attention to- public affairs,

or even thofe of his own houfhold.

4f

' Khqjefteh Akiiter Jehaun Shaw had the greateft fhare of all the

princes in the management of affairs, before his father's accellion

to the throne j after which, the whole adminiftration of the empire

was long influenced by him. He had the clofeft friendftiip and

connection with Monauim Khan, who, by his interefl:,. was ap-

pointed vizier.

When Shaw Aulum had repofed from the fatigues of war, he

took meafures to reduce Kaum Bukfli, who had aflumed the imperial

titles in Dekkan. It was not fuppofed that he could make much
oppofition, but in the opinions of the wife and underftanding

prejudged, that his behaviour would of itfelf ruin him in that

country.

Monauim Khan now called together, by attention and confoJing

behaviour, the unfortunate nobility of Azim Shaw, who had

efcaped from the late battle to different places. Zoolfeccar Khan
had fled to his father, ' Aflbd Khan, who had the charge of Azim.

» Anglice, Of high rank.

* Of happy ftar
J king of the woild,

3 Anglice, Lion.

Shaw's
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Shaw's baggage in Gualiar. The vizier had taken pains -to con-~

vince his mailer, that the ancient nobility were the pillars of the

ftate, and that the welfare of the empire depended on their perfons,

whofe anceftors had held high offices, and acquired influence and

refpe6l with the people, fo that it was proper and politic to employ

them.

As the vizarut had been conferred on Monauim Khan, at his

requefl-, the moft dignified office of ' vakeel muttuUuk was en-

trufted to Affiid Khan, and that of - meer bukflii to his fon Zool-

feccar Khan, with the title of Ameer al Amra. The fecond

bukhfhifhip was conferred on Meerza ' Shawnowaz Khan SufFawee.

Monauim Khan, regardlefs of trifles, fubmitted to fit below Aflud

Khan in the divans, and to fliew him every refpe6t as his fuperior

in office. The government of all Dekkan was granted to the

ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who perfomied the duties by his

deputy, DaoodKhanPunnee, while he in perfon attended the court.

Monauim Khan, fmcerely loyal, generous in mind, and full of

zeal for the fervice of his mafter, never preferred the gratification

of his own paffions to the welfare of the ftate, or honour of the

fovereign. He both advifed and afted what was for his glory.

For example, moft of the ameers of Aulumgeer had accompanied

Azim Shaw, and fought againft Shaw Aulum in the late conteft,

confequently were liable in juftice to whatever evils or punifhments

he chofe to inflid: upon them -, but Monauim Khan became their

general intercefibr, reprefenting to the emperor, that they were

• Anglice, Univerfal agent. This is an office fuperior to that of vizier. It is

feldom filled up, but in time of great emergency ; but it was lately conferred on the

infant Peifliwa, by his prefent majefty of Dhely, though it cannot be confidered now
but as an empty honour. It feems to have been no more to Affud Khan.

^ Chief paymafter.

' Anglice, Favoured by the king,

excufable,
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excufable, having only obeyed an heir who fat upon the throne,

which, as affairs were circumftanced at that time, they could not

avoid ; that, after they had become his friends, ' eaten of his fait,

and made new compa6ls and declarations in addition to their former

vows of allegiance, they could not in honour abufe his confidence

by treachery or defertion. He obferved, that the empire of Hin-

doftan was a ftate not to be kept in order by one or two perfons -,

that, like the magnificent pavilion of * Soleymaun, many ftrong

pillars and powerful cords were required to fupport it, and keep it

on a lafting footing; that the noble families, who from generation

to generation had the benefit of experience, a knowledge of the

Guftoms of the empire and rules of government, were alone fuited

to high ernployments ; that moft of the prefent nobility had alfo

held for many years important offices, and acquired wifdom and

knowledge. He faid, that, if they were not ftill entrulled with

the polls of greateft confidence, there would not remain a poffibility

of fupporting the rules of the empire, or obtaining able flatefmen

or good generals. He advifed his majefty to reward amply thofe

perfons who had joined his ftandard from every quarter, and done

good fervices, agreeable to their merits j but without exalting them

beyond their abilities, obferving that many of them had only been

dependants on the princes and nobility, others again only fervants

to fojedaurs and governors of towns. Where then could they have

acquired judgment in politics- and knowledge of government, dig-

nity of manner, or fortitude to fupport the power of command ?

He obferved, that fuch accomplifhments were inherent to noble

birth and liberal education, the natural confequence of fuch ad-

vantage. Such was the vizier, of whofe mafter (worthy of him) I

now fpeak.

* This expreflion implies a very ftrong connexion in the original idion).

' * According to Mahummedan tradition, Solomon had a very fumptuous pavilion

made for him by the Genii.

2 ' '
. Shaw
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Shaw Allium was generous and merciful, of a great foul tern-
,

pered with affability, difcerning of merit. He had ken the drift

cxercife of power durhig the reigns of his grandfather and father ,^

and been ufed to authority himfelf for the laft fifty years. Time

received a new luftre from his acceffion, and all ranks of people

obtained favours equal, if not fuperior, to their merits ; fo that the

public forgot the excellencies and great qualities of Aulumgeer,

which became abforbed in the bounties of his fucceflbr. Some

narrow-hearted perfons, however, out of ingratitude and envy,

attributed his general liberality to ill-placed extravagance and pro-

fafion ; but it is a fa6t, that the deferving of every profeffion, and

worthy of all degrees, whether among the learned or the eloquent,

the noble or the ignoble, received an attention from the throne,

which the eye of time prior to this had never feen, nor had fuch

been heard of before by the ears of fame. His perfonal qualities

and perfections, fpeech is unequal to relate. His valour was fuch,

that he had refolved on meeting Azim Shaw, whofe bravery was

celebrated, in fingle combat. His four fons, polTelTed of great

power and confiderable force, he fufFered conftantly to be near his

perfon, never giving himfelf a moment's fulpicion regarding them,

nor preventing their forming connedions with the prime nobility ;

upon which fubjeft I, the humblefl: of his flaves, once ventured to

prefent him a petition of a cautionary nature, thinking it my duty,

as I had often done fo to Aulumgeer. To what I reprefented, he

wrote a wife and juft reply, which, by God's permiffion, 1 will

one time or other relate. He permitted the fons of thofe princes,

who had fallen in battle againft him, to appear at all times com-

pletely armed in his prefence. The infant children he let remain

unmolefted with their mothers, while thofe arrived at manhood

daily accompanied him in the chace, unguarded, and fhared in all

his diverfions. His court was magnificent to a degree beyond that

of Shaw Jehaun. Seventeen princes, his fons, grandfons, and

6 nepheWSj
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nephews, fat generally round his throne, in the manner following r

—On his right hand, Jehaundaur Shaw, his eldeft fon, with his

three fons, his third fon RufFeh Oofliawn with his three fons, and

Bedar Dil, fon to his nephew Bedar Bukht. On his left, Mahum-
inud Azeem Oofhawn with his two fons, and Jehaun Shaw with

his fon. ' Ali Tibbar, the only furviving fon of Azim Shaw, fat

on the right hand of Azeem Oofliawn, and a little to the right,

fomewhat advanced, the two fons of Mahummud Kaum Bukfli.

Behind the royal princes, on the right, ftood the fons of <:onquered

fovereigns, as of Secunder Adil Shaw of Beejapore, and Koottub

Shaw, king of Golconda j alfo a vail: crowd of the nobility, from

the rank of feven to three thoufand, fuch as were allowed to be on

the platform between the filver rails. How can I mention every

particular of the fplendid fcene ? On the * eeds, and other feftivals,

his majefty, with his own hands, gave the betel and perfumes to

all in his prefence, according to their ranks. His gifts of jewels,

dreffes, and other favours, were truly royal. When in private, he

dreffed plain and humbly, like a religious, and daily, without fail,

prayed with many in company. Frequently on holidays and Fri-

days, when travelling, he would read the prayers himfelf, in the
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• Anglice, Of high defcent.

* The Mahummedans have two grand eeds or holidays, one at the conclufion of

the ratnzaun, and the other on the anniverfary of the day on which Abraham confented

to facrifice his fon. On thefe days, tents are pitched about a milediftant from the

city, to which the emperor goes in great ftate to pray, and on his return receives

prefents from his ameers, on whom he confers honorary drefles according to rank.

The fame ceremony is obferved in every town, by the governor. At the laft cede,

after prayers, a camel is facrificed, and a fmall part of it dreffed, and eaten on the fpot

by the emperor and his attendants. The cavalcades which I chanced to attend on

each of thefe days, at Lucnow and Banaris, were very brilliant, and ferved to give an

idea of the aftonifhing fplendor which muft have graced thefe in the flourifhing times

of the empire. It is probable Mr. Zoffani may offer the public a view of the proceflion

at Lucnow, on the firft eed in 1784, as he was prefent, and took a fetch of it.

H grand
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grand tent of audience, and repeat portions of the Koraun with a

tone and fweetnefs which captivated the moft eloquent Arabians.

He never miffed the devotions of the latter part of the night, and

frequently employed the whole in prayer. In the early part of the

evening, he had generally an affembly of the ^religious, or learned

men. He himfelf related ' traditions, in the number of which he

excelled, as well as in a knowledge of the holy laws. He had ex-

plored the different opinions of all fefts, read the works of all

free-thinkers, and was well acquainted with the hypothefes of each.

•On this account, fome over-ftridl devotees accufed him of hetero-

doxy in his religious opinions, through mere envy of his fuperior

abilities. I heard moft of his tenets, and lamented the infolence

of his vain critics ; for it was as clear as the fun, how juft and

orthodox he was in his opinions on religious points. But how can

I enumerate all his perfeftions ! It would fill volumes to recite but

a fmall part ; therefore I fhall defift, and now relate, as briefly as

poflible, the expedition of his majefty to Dekkan, againft the

death-devoted Kaum Bukfti.

It has been already mentioned that the late emperor, a few days

before his death, difpatched Kaum Buklh to Beejapore. This
prince was of an excellent memory, learned, and a pleafing writer,

poffeffed of all outward accomplifliments in a high degree ; but
there was in his mind a flightinefs that approached near to infanity.

He feldom remained a month in his father's prefence, but, for fome
mifbehaviour, he was reproved, degraded, or confined j and fome
afts weie done by him, to mention which would be unwortliy of
me. When he arrived at Beejapore, he immediately proclaimed
himfelf in the ^khootba, and ftruck coins in his own name. What

follies

' Anecdotes and maxims of the prophet.

* The khootba is a form of prayer, in which the fouls of all deputed patriarchs and
prophets are firft prayed for, beginning with Adam, and ending with Mahummud.
The. fouls of the reigning family's anceftors are then recommended to mercy, and the

whole
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follies was he not guilty of, from the madnefs of his mind, and

the confidence he put in lying vifionaries ! Thefe wretches had

hailed each of the princes with a prophecy of fucceffion to the

throne, fwearing they had converfations in their reveries with God,

his prophet, and the pious faints, who had promifed their aflifl-

ance, fothatjiuman force was unnecelFary. They affured Kaum
Bukfli, that he need not levy any troops for his fupport; for,

though an enemy fhould march againft him with all the myriads

of ' Toor and Sullum, they would not dare to face his fight, much
lefs engage in battle. Flattered by this, and impelled by madnefs,

the weak youth regarded himfelf as emperor, and invincible in his

fmgle perfon ; to prove which, he would often relate, in a raving

manner, ftrange prognoftics and divine greetings fhewn to himfelf.

His prophets having told him, that his eldeft fon would alfo one

time become emperor, he became jealous of the innocent child,

and frequently meditated to put him to death, but was withheld

from that crime by the dread he had of Aulumgeer : however, he

kept him conftantly in confinement, miferably clothed, and worfe

fed than the fon of a wretched beggar, which was worfe than death.

From the fame caufe, on ill-placed fufpiciorts, he inflifled tortures

and uncommon puniftiments on the ladies of his haram, putting

many of them privately to death. To his fervants, companions,

and confidants, he often behaved with outrageous cruelty, doing

fuch a6ts to them as before eye never faw, nor ear had heard.

Notwithftanding thefe blots in his chara6ler, as he was a fon of

Aulumgeer, and that part of the empire had been given to him, at

firft moft of the chiefs of Dekkan, whether MufTulmauns or Hin-

whole concludes with a prayer for the profperity of the monarch on the throne, and the

welfare of his fubjcfts. It is read every Friday in the mizid jamce, or grand mofque

of all towns, and on the eeds or grand feftivals.

• Two great hofts, mentioned in the Koraun.

Ha doos.
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doos, crowded to his ftandard, and the Imperial officers, as Syef

Khan, Rooftum Dil Khan, and others of all ranks, joined in ac-

knowledging him emperor. Leaving his fofter-brother, Meer

Mullung, a debauched youth of neither birth or merit, at Beejapore

as governor, he marched himfelf to Hyderabad, then commanded

by Rooftum Dil Khan, who had fucceeded his father, ' Jan-fippar

Khan, by Aulumgeer's orders, in that government. In this pro-

vince he reduced fome powerful zemindars to his obedience, and

dilplaced others.

* Ghazee ad Dien Khan Bahadar Firofe Jung, who had acquired

a moft powerful influence in Dekkan, was chief of the Tooranee

moguls, and kept on foot a great army, had withdrawn himfelf

from Azim Shaw. He was alfo much in dread of Shaw Aulum's

refentment, he having advifed that prince's being confined, when

Aulumgeer was before Golconda. The late emperor had ftre-

nuoufly endeavoured to attach the Tooranees to Kaum Bukih, and

for this purpofe had appointed for that prince's preceptor, Syed

Oughlan Seyadut Khan, the agent at couit, and bofora confidant

of Ghazee ad Dien Khan, venerated alfo by all the Toranees of

every rank. He had alfo charged them with the proteftion of his

perfon ; but fuch was the temper of the unhappy prince, that at a

time like this, when he claimed the throne, and, favourably for

his caufe, Ghazee ad Dien Khan dreaded Shaw Aulum, he could

not make him his friend : on the contrary, he did many ad:s to

difpleafe him, and excite his alarms. This chief was an able ftatef-

man of long experience, who, though blind of fight, could clearly

perceive the mind of man j therefore, whatever wifhes he might

have to enjoy the honour of making an emperor, yet he foon faw

the follies of Kaum Bukfli, and decUned his caufe, as ruinous and

=5t * Anglice, Life-refignlng.

• Anglice, Champion of the faith j valiant and fortunate in war.

8 loft.
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loft. In a fliort time too, the chief zemindars of Dekkan, who
had in general joined his ftandard, difpleafed at his condud and

heedlefs ihedding of human blood, his inconftancy of mind and

breach of treaties, left him, and retired to their own countries,

where they took cai-e to fecure themfelves, till the difputes for the

throne fhould be decided.

Thus, though the pretenfions of Kaum Bukfh were of no great

importance, yet he was a fon of Aulumgeer, and claimed a right to

the empire. The behaviour of Ghaze© ad Dien Khan alfo de-

manded confideration. 'Ajeet Sing, hereditary zemindar of Jode-

pore, and Jey Sing, of Ambeer, did not fhew that obedience and

refpefl to the throne which had been obferved by their anceftors,

and meditated rebellion. All thefe circumftances made his majefty

refolve on marching to Dekkan. The * khan khanan opened a

correfpondence with Ghazee ad Dien Khan, to whom he gave much
confolation, affurances of favour, and friendly advice. That ex-

perienced ftatefman, opening his eyes on the viciffitudes of life,

faw it was his intereft, if his majefty would forget the paft, and

not moleft him in his fortune, to bend his head in fubmiffion, and

retire from bufinefs to a life of devotion. His only fon, ' Cheen.

Koolich Khan, had long difagreed with him, and; his brother,

* Hamid Khan, whom he had appointed his deputy in command

of the troops, had feparated from him, and gone over to the pre-

fence. The Tooran chiefs of his houftiold alfo, when they faw

his fortunes on the decline^ had left his fervice. All thefe events
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* Son of the celebrated JeflvvuntSing, who a£led fo capital a part in the competi-

tions of Aulumgeer and his brothers.

* Lord of Lords. Monauiqi, Khan is meant by this title,, which he received from.

Shaw Aulum.
"

- '

3 Anglice, Sword-drawing lord. ' H^was aftervTardsfittfidWWf^zainalMalhiclt.

* Anglice, Affifting.

•' ^ made
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made him glad to embrace the promifcs of the mhiifter, and thank-

fully accept the foubadacy of Ahmedabad Guzarat. He accord-

ingly crofled the Nerbudda, and. left Dekkan without trouble, but

his fears prevented his coming to the court. He had not been in

that of Aulumgeer fmce his lofs of fight, which that generous and

foi-giving prince, out of regard to his former fervices, and from

motives of policy, had excufed.

Shaw Aulum began his march to Dekkan with an army fuperior

to that of any of the former emperors, and a fplendor till now

unfeen, having in his train all the princes, and a great concourfe

of nobility of every rank. The prudent and able Monauim Khan

took fuch meafures for the fupplies of this mighty force, exceeding

Aulumgeer's by an hundred thoufand men, that the emperor had

no trouble or difficulty, though only in the beginning of his reign,

when the revenues of the provinces had not yet been received, nor

refpecl for the throne been properly impreffed in different quarters.

When his majefty had arrived at Aurungabad, before he would

advance towards Hyderabad, where the frantic Kaum Bukfh then

was, he wrote him feveral kind letters and friendly admonitions, to

this effeft :
—" Our ever-honoured father refigned to you only

" Eeejaporej but we give you, in addition, Hyderabad. Thefe
*' two extenfive countries, long famous for their great kings, pro-

*' ducing a revenue more than half of Hindoftan, we leave to you,

" without interference or relu6tance, and fliall efteem you dearer

" than our own children. Think not then of contention, nor
*' confent to flied the blood of the faithful, nor difturb the repofe

" of our government. If you- give the ear of acceptance to this

** advice, we will farther confer upon you the nizamut of Dekkan,
*' if agreeable to youj and, after vifiting the iacred tomb of our

1* father, we will return to Hindoftan,".

There
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There was no treachery or deceit in this generous offer, for

Shaw Aulum always fliewed tendernefs, liberality and affe6tion, in

his conduft to his brothers. Kaum Bukfh, weak and felf-conceited

as a child, bent on error, paid not the fmalleft attention to his

brother, and continued to add frefli affronts to his authority.

Rooftum Dil Khan, Syef Khan of the Imperial fervants, and others

of no family or note, on whom he had bellowed titles of nobility,

with about twenty thoufand horfe and foot, were now with him,

but, difgufled at his behaviour, meditated opportunities to quit

him. Monauira Khan, with his ufual prudence, had fent them
letters, affuring them of the emperor's forgivenefs and favour ; fo

that all, even to Meer MuUiing, Kaum Buklh's fofter-brother, had

refolved to come over, and embrace his proteflion ; but the prince,

fufpeding their intentions, put to death Rooftum Dil Khan, Syef

Khan, and Meer Mullung, and plundered their families of all they

poffeffed, on the fame day, and in the fame place. He had after

this no officer of confequence with him, and his treafure being

expended, all his troops deferted, except about ten thoufand of the

worft Dekkan horfe, and his fmall artillery ; yet he ftill refolved to

hazard a battle. When Shaw Aulum arrived within twelve cofs of

Hyderabad, the unfortunate Kaum Bukfh loft daily his followers in

crowds, and moft of the zemindars of Dekkan retired to their homes j

while the remainder mutinied for arrears, and hourly threatened

to plunder his effe6ls. Will it be believed, that he yet determined

to refift, and expe6led vi6lory ? He even quitted the afylum of the

city walls, and encamped upon a plain about the diftance of three

cofs, with his fmall force, within fight of the emperor's army j fo

great was his enthufiaftic belief in the prophecies of his deceiving,

and perhaps felf- deceived, devotees.

Shaw Aulum, from compaffion to his brother, and the hope of

yet reducing him by; gentle means, would not permit his troops to

attack i
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attack ', but Kaum Bu'kfli interpreted the inaftivity of the Imperial

army into fear, from his belief that the prophecies in his favour

were now (Ml the point of accomplifliment j for he had been affured

by vifionaries, that, though alone, mighty holls would never pre-

vail againft him. Accordingly, though deferted by almoft all his

followers, he yet obflinately refufed to pay allegiance to his brother.

At length the ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who had a keen

enmity againft the tnifguided prince, and wifbed to fhew his zeal

^' p"
'-^"s"

^^ his new patron, refolved to feize him. He accordingly obtained

leave to march, under the pretence of reconnoitring the enemy,

and moved towards him with his own followers, a divifion from

the troops of Monauim Khan, and a body of Mharattas under the

chief Neema Sindia. The unfortunate prince prepared to with-

ftand fuch fuperior force ; but, being charged at once on all lides,

was inftantly deferted by all his followers, except a few perfonal

iattendants. Notwithftanding this, he continued, as long as he

had ftrength, to ufe his bow and arrows from his elephant, till at

length lie funk down on his feat, through lofs of blood from feveral

wounds. He was then taken prifoner by Daood Khan, and carried

to the prince Jehaun Shaw, who, with his brothers, had ftood at

fome diftance during this extraordinary fkirmifh.

The captive prince was conveyed immediately to the Imperial

tents, and being laid upon a bed in the ' tuflibeh khaneh, near the

private apartments, was vilited by his brother, the emperor, who
endeavoured to comfort him by every expreflion of afFe6lionate

concern. The phyficians and furgeons alfo attended, but he would

not allow bis wounds to be dreffed, though earneftly entreated by
his majefty and his fons. He fpoke but little ^ but when the prince

Ruffeh Oofliawn tenderly afked, why he had refufed oifers of

* Aft oratory, -where prayers are faid.

favour.
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favour,, he replied, " Kls majefly was very gracious ; but how
*' could I fubmit to meet him iu any other way than this?"

Upon Jehaun Shaw's repeating the queftion, he exclaimed, " I have

" done wrong ; do not you follow my example!" One of tlic

princes afking him if he had more than a thoufand followers wlien

taken, he angrily anfwered, " No -, but had there been iefs than

*' five hundred, I could with equal eafe have brought myfelf here.*'

He then turned to the emperor, and faid, " There are, in a cafket

" upon my elephant, feme jewels of cur father and my own, of

" which I beg your majefty's acceptance." After this he grew

faint, and languiihed in fibnce, without uttering a iingle groan,

till nine at night, v,?hen he refigned his foul to the Creator of lire.

V/e are from God, and to God we muil: return.
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When Shav/ Aulum had thus fuccelsfully concluded the war

v^'ith his brother, he did not chufe to remain longer in Dekkan,

though the affairs of that country required much arrangement, to

infure its future dependancc on the empire. Perhaps he dreaded

the fate of his father, vvho, after the reduction of Beejapore, Hy-

derabad, and the taking of Sam bah, remained to finifli fome objecrs

which then appeared eafily attainable, but afterwards extended in,

fuch a chain, that he could not quit Dekkan for the remainder of

his life. He had often lamented this nccefnty, and the relaxation,

which his abfence occafioned in the government of Hindoftan

;

and would frequently fay to his confidants in private, " My diiloyai

" fubjefts have impofed upon m.e this play-thing, that they may
" enjoy commands and honours." But I am. wandering from my
fubjeft. Shaw Aulum, in the height of the rains, began his m.arcli

from Hyderabad, leaving as deputy-governor of Dekkan, Dacod

Khan Punnee, a native of the country, and a nobleman of great

military fame. When he recroffed the Nerbudda, it was intended

to employ all the powers of government to fettle, in a propti'

I manner.
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manner, the Rajapoote countries, which had been difaffefted ever

fince the acceffion of Aulumgeer ; who, though offended at the

behaviour of the rajas Ajeet Sing and Jey Sing, over whofe terri-

tories he had appointed Imperial governors, yet was not able, from

the wars in Dekkan, to punifh them effectually. They had indeed

vifited Shaw Aulum, but had left his camp without permilTion, and

now openly fhewed their defigns to flruggle for independence, in

clofe alliance with each other ; to bind which, Jey Sing had efpoufed

the daughter of Ajeet Sing. At this crilis, mtelligence arrived that

the ' Siks had rifen in rebellion. This fed: of infidels, known alfo

by the names of Nannukkea and Gooroh, had long been eflablifhed

in the foubah of Lahore, by a teacher ftyled Nannuk. Of his de-

fcendants was the prefent chief, to whom had flocked great crowds

of all ranks, refigning to his difpofal, with blind fidehty, their lives

and properties. Thus fupported, he excited fedition, and took

arms to extend his errors, and overturn the balls of the true faith.

He engaged Vizier Khan, the fojedaur of 'Sirhind, who was killed

in the aftion, with numbers of his followers j after which the

gooroh pofieffed himfelf of the town of Sirhind, and many diftri6ls

of Doaub, as far as ' Boreah, Saarunpore, and Shawdourah, on

both banks of the river Jumnah, where he committed unlimited

excefles, razing all public edifices, as mofques, colleges, maufo-

Icums, and palaces, killing or taking prifoners the faithful of every

age and fex, and plundering with the mofl cruel feverity. The

oppreflions of thefe wretches were every day increafing, and there

was no nobleman daring enough to march from Dhely againll them.

Afoph ad Dowlah Afiiid Khan, who governed that capital, fhewing

' They now poflefs the provinces of Lahore, Multan, and part of Dhely, plunder-

ing as far fouth annually as Rohilcund.

^ A confiderable town, about fifty cofs N. of Dhely.

^ Thefe diftricls are now held by Zabtah Khan, a Rohilla chief, who however pays

a tribute to the Siks, and it is faid has entered into their feci.

I
"^ great
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great figns of fear, the inhabitants were alarmed, and began to fly,

with their families and efiefts, towards the eaftern provinces, for

fhelter from the impending ftorm. All this being reprefented to

the emperor, in the highefl colours, his majefty thought it beft to

march in perfon againfc the infargents : for this reafon, he refolved

for the preient to lay afide the defign of totally expelling the raja-

pootes, and to confirm their allegiance, by winking at their of-

fences, till a more convenient opportunity of punifhment. Thefa

zemindars had, for generations, been ufed to obey, and had not,

in fact, either fortitude or ability to oppofe openly the emperor of

Kindoftan, whofe appearance againft them in arms would have

been fufficient to curb their in folence ; but the khankhanan, alarmed

at the infurreftion of the Siks, did not properly reflevSl on that

circumftance, and defcended to fhew the rajapootes fuch favours as

were inconfiftent with good policy, as well as the dignity of the

fovereign : but he was not alone to blame, as there were other

agents in this bufmefs. The four princes were conllantly intriguing

againft each other, to obtain influence in the management of public

affairs, which occafioned much delay and confufion in bufmefs, fo

that the khankhanan thought it happy to fteer his veflel fafe through

four fuch ' great feas ; and could not aft {o independently for the

public good as he wiflied, being obliged to attend to the capricious

interefts of others, among which he found it difficult to preferve

his own. Among the remarkable occurrences of the expedition

into Dekkan, was the decline of Jehaun Shaw's influence with his

father, and the rife of that of Azeem Oofliawn, of whom till now
the emperor had ever been fufpicious. The prince Jehaun Shaw

was of haughty and independent fpirit, ready to take fire on the

fmalleft neglect. This, with the behaviour of his fervants, alarmed

and difpleafed the khankhanan, who, for his own fafety, watched

59

' Meaning the power and influence of the four princes-,
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an opportunity to deflroy his influence in public affairs : a tafk of

no great difficulty, to one well acquainted with the difpofition of

Shaw Aulum, almoft equally warm with his fon, who had more

than once difpleafed him by his behaviour, fo that he had expreifed

to him his difiatisfa6lion. The prince, upon this, thought to

prove his difintereilednefs and independence, by neglecting to fre-

quent the durbar, and engage in bufmefs as ufual. AzeemOofhawn^

who had reaped experience in office, and v/as well verfed in the

intrigues of a court, perceiving coolnefs taking place between Je-

haun Shaw and the khankhanan, paid fo much flattering attention

to the latter, that by degrees he gained his confidence. This gave

ilill m.ore offence to Jehaun Shaw, who had too much pride to

cxpoftulate, but neglecled tlie minifler in return. He foon after

fell fick, and his indifpofition continuing a long time, gave Azeem
Oofliawn ample opportunity of acquiring influence over Shaw

Aulum, and the favourites whom his majefly truiied with the

fullefl confidence ; vvhile he continued to be pleafed with them, but,

on the fmallefl difguit, or in their fhorteft abfence, he forgot them

altogether.

Azeem Oofliawn having thus gained the credit he aimed at with

his father and the miniiter, employed it in foftening the rigour of

government f.gainfl: thofe Vv'ho laboured under its difpicafurc j

thinking that, thus obliged by his mediation, they would readily

return his favours, by embracing his caufe, whenever the death of

his father fhould give him a claim to the empire. It was from this

hope, that he advifed indulgence to the refractory rajas, and con-

defcended to repair to their camp, and conduct them from thence

to his father, permitting them to be accompanied by all their troops

armed. Such unufual indulgence vv^as far from anfwering the end

expelled by the prince, who lliould have feen, that it could only

tend to difplay publickly the fears of governmcni:, and confequently

mull
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muft refleft difhonour on its advifer, and render him weak in the

eyes even of thofe to whom fuch uncommon honours were allowed.

In fliort, the two rajas, attended by all their followers, paid their

refpefls to his majefty on the line of march, were gratified with his

aflent to whatever their infolence demanded, and difmifled to their

homes with rich prefents and affurances of favour.

When this aJEFair was finifhed, the emperor marched without

delay towards Lahore, not even flopping to make an entrance either

at Agra or Dhely. In a fhort time he arrived at Sirhind, which

the rebels deferted on his approach, and retired to ' Daber, the

original reiidence of their goorroh or chief, where they fortified

themfelves as flrongly as poffible. Though this infurredtion was

not of fuch importance as to difturb the general repofe of the

empire, yet his majefty, defender of the faith, hearing that the malice

of the rebels was direfled at religion, thought it his duty to go againfV

thern in perfon ; in this, copying the exam.ple of Auiumgeer, who,

in the latter part of his reign, appeared at the fiege of every fort

belons;infi: to unbelievers : otherv/iie, what ability had a wa'etched

and infatuated rabble to dare the prefencc of fuch a glorious

monarch ? The exertions of one of the principal ameers, or, at all

events, of the princes, would have been equal to the extinclion of

the rebellion, and explofion of the fchifm.

The imperial army foon arrived within fight of the goorroh's

camp, which lay round the walls of Daber on different heights,

commanding the palFes to that fortrefs, fituated on a fummit, fur-

rounded by hollows, craggy rocks, and deep paths. Shaw Aulum
had refolved to lie inactive before the enemy for fome time, in

hopes by this to render them confident, and tempt them to an

' At the entrance of the S«\valic mountains, which connedl Hinioftan with Thibet.

engagement
s.
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engagement ; on which account he iiTued pofitive orders to- t h

princes and all the ameers, not to advance nearer the goorroh's

iincs on any pretence, however favourable. Some days pafled in

inactivity, when at length the khankhanan entreated permilTion of

his majeily to advance, with his own followers, to reconnoitre the

enemy's pofition : v^hich was granted, on condition that he fhould

not comm.ence an attack without further orders from the prefence.

However, when he had arrived within fliot of their lines, the

enemy began a warm cannonade from their works, while bodies of

their infantry on the heights galled him with rockets, raufquetry,

and arrows. His foldiers, enraged, were not now^ to be reftrained ;

and the khankhanan, more jealous of his military fame than fearful

of the emperor's dlfpleafure, ventured for once to difobey, by giving

directions to attack. He difmounted from his horfe, and led his

brave troops on foot up the moft difficult heights, driving the

rebels from them with the greateft rapidity and fuccefs. This

fcene paffing within fight of the royal camp, the chiefs and foldiers,

emulous of glory, waited not for orders, but haftened to join the

attack in great numbers j while the emperor and the four princes

viewed the fight from the fquares of their encampments, with a

mixture of anger and fatisfaftion. At laft the enemy were driven

from all their works, to the narrow fummit round the fort of

Daber, where they continued to defend themfelves in a defperate

manner, but without even the hope of efcape from general

flaughter ; when night coming on, rendered friends and foes undif-

tinguifhable to each other. The khankhanan, fure of having the

goorroh in his power, gave orders for his troops to ceafe the attack,

and lie upon their arms in their prefent pofition, till the morning
fhould enable him to finifh it with fuccefs. He had, however,

unluckily neglefted to block up a narrow path leading from the

fort to the hills, either becaufe he had not perceived it, or was
fatisfied that it could not lead but to where the Imperial troops were

polled.
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pofted. The goorroh, a man of great art, generally appeared in

th€ drefs and fplendor of a prince, when lie wifhed to be public

;

but, if occafion required privacy, he di/guifed himfelf in the habit

of ' a jogie or fynaflee, in fuch a manner, that few, even among

his own people, could know him. During the night, he, without

acquainting his followers of his intentions, changed his habit, and

left the fort undifcovered. The khankhanan, about dawn, re-

newed the attack, and gained the place, after a fhort ftruggle,

fword in hand, exulting in the certainty of carrying the goorroh

dead or alive to the emperor, whofe difpleafure at his difobedience

of orders, would by this fervice be changed to approbation : but

who can relate his weight of grief and difappointment, at finding

that his promifed prize had efcaped, without leaving a trace behind

him ? The goorroh's fpeed of foot was uncommon, and he only

acquainted with the paths and mazes through the hills that led to

the fnowy mountains, which he had marked for fhelter. The
khankhanan loft for an inftant almoft the ufe of his faculties,

which were abforbed in dread of the emperor's anger, not without

reafon. As he was, agreeable to cuftom after an important vic-

tory, beating the march of triumph in his way to the royal tents,

orders arrived, commanding him to ftop the drums, and not dare

to enter the prefence. He retired, drowned in delpair, to his own
tents ; where he had the cruel mortification of learning every

inftant, from meffengers, that his enemies exulted in his fall from

favour, and openly condemned his condu6l with malicious zeal in

the prefence of his majefty, who was highly enraged againft him.

But though this did not continue long, and Shaw Aulum, regard-

ing his former fervices, received him again into favour, after a few

days, yet this noble and faithful minifter never recovered frojn the

effefts of the royal ingratitude. 'This grief, added to the pain he

<3

SeiSts of fakeers, or religious mendicants.

felt
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felt at feeinp- three of the princes and the ameer al amra ufmg all

aits to complete his ruin, ftuck like a poifoned arrow in his breail.

lie ioit all ratisfadion from worldly enjoyments, the cmptinefs of

v.Iiich he now ih fully experienced, and from the day of his difg.race

d'eclined ill his hcahh ; fo that not long after he was reduced to

keep his bed, wiicre he liiigered a few days, and then rengned his

foul to tb.e angel of death ; who never, in the uncounted ages oi

his OiRce, feized on a foul more pure, or lefs defiled with the frail-

ties of human nature.

Yv'hile Shaw Aulum, juftas a fovereign, and liberal as a man,

reigned over tlie empire with a gentle hand, in perfedl repofe, Pro-

vidence v.as preparing new revolutions, and Tim.e haftening to

difclofe events of dreadful importance. The bloflbms numeroufiy

ihooting under the influence of the Imperial fpring, were deftined

to be blaued by the ilorms of autumn, and only one unkindly fruit

to remain on the royal tree. A deadly vapour, poifonous as the

piercing venom of the fnake, all at once infefted the head and heart

of Shaw Aulum with pains, violent as from the heavy llroke of

the keenefi weapon. So inflantaneous was the fatal efte6t, that it

gave full reafon to imagine it proceeded from poifon. He was all

at once feized v/ith faintings, which continued without intermiiiion,

A.c. 1712. till, on the 2ifi: of Mohirrim, 1 124, being Monday night, he de-

fertcd this vain world for that of eternity. He had been, from the

firfl inilant of his illnefs, given over, and the princes and ladies of

the haram made continual and loud lamentations round his bed.

It happened one day, that, as Mahummud Moiz ad Dien and

Azeem Oofliawn were fitting near it, the latter, perceiving under

a corner of the pillow a dngr^cr of very exquifite workmanflTiip,

took it up to admire the iev/els with v/liich it v/as adorned, and the

water of the blade. Upon Ijis dravving it from the fcabbard, Moiz

.ad Dicn, jealous of his brother, was feized with a panic. He
ftarted
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jft-arted up, and retired with fiich precipitation, that he ftruck the

turban from his head againft the door of the tent, forgot his flip-

pers at the entrance, and fell down over the ropes. Being affifted

to rife and adjuft his drefs by his fervants, who were aftonifhed at

his ftrange a6lions and appearance, he rode off to his tents with

'all the fpeed and hurry pofTible. This occafioned much alarm in

the camp, and I, among many others, haflened towards the 'dur-

bar. I met the prince, with his attendants, pufhing on his elephant

with frantic hafte ; upon obferving which, I endeavoured to pafs

unobferved ; but he knew me, and fent a meffenger to call me to

him. As I had previoufly attached myfelf to Azeem Oofliawn, I

^id not obey the mandate, but pafTed on to the emperor's tents,

where I fat down in the guard-room of *Mahabut Khan, third

bukfhi, which was clofe to that of- the ameer al amra, who did

duty there in perfon. He fent for me, and I found with him

Mirza Shaw-nowaz Khan SufFawee. I had before interefted my-
felf, at the defire of both, in bringing about a connexion between

Azeem Oofhawn and the ameer al. amra j for which purpofe I had

employed Shekh ' Coodderut Oolla as a meflenger, and fometimes

my grandfon, * Einaiut Oolla. The ameer al amra now defired

me to fend the latter to Azeem Oofhawn, to afk "him how he could

ferve him on the prefent occafion. I fent him, but he returned

with a reply laconic and flight, as if from a nobleman of high rank

ito the commander of an hundred. It was written in Shekh Coo-

derut Oolla's (confidant to the prince) own hand, as follows :
" As

" the Imperial fervants can know no place of fupport but this

" court, and mofl have already repaired to it, the ameer al amra
" may alfo pay his duty, with affurance of a gracious reception.

^S

' The court of the emperor, or any other perfon in high authority.

* Anglice, Commanding awe.

3 Anglice, Providence of God.
* Gift of God.

K 111
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" in the prefence." When the ameer al amra read this, he ilied

tears, and faid to me, with much emotion, " You fee the manners
*' of the prince and his advifers i Whatever is the will of God,
*' muft take place. Alas ! the errors of a favourite, unacquainted

" with government, often endanger the very cxiftence of his

•' mailer. When fortune frowns on any one, he is fure to do
" that which he fliould not." After faying tliis, he immediately

quitted the guard-room, collected his followers, and moved his

tents and efFefts to the quarter of the prince Moiz ad Dien, where

he thought his fervices more likely to anfwer his own intereft.

The camp was fo difpofed, that the tents of the emperor were

pitched along one bank of the river, and on the other oppofite,

thofe of the prince Azeem Oofliawn, at a confiderable diftance

from the ' city. The three other princes were encamped nearer to

it, but Moiz ad Dien almoft clofe to the walls, and the greateft

part of his train occupied the houfes of the neareft ftreets. The
influence, riches and power of Azeem Oofliawn, had long raifed

againfl: him the enmity and jealoufy of his brethren, who had, for

tlieir general fafety, formed a compa6l to fupport each other.

The ameer al amra had fomierly been difgufl:ed at Azeem Oofliawn,

for preferring to himfelf, the khankhanan and MahabutKhan ; from

which time he had courted alternately Ruffeh Oofliawn and Jehaun

^haw. On this occafion, he fwore to affifl: the three brothei-s in

cffedting the deftruclion of Azeem Oofliawn, and make an equal

divilion of the empire and royal treafures among them.

Azeem Oofliawn, already in pofl^efllon of the Imperial camp,

treaiury and jewels, had alfo a vaft treafure of his own. Mofl: of

the principal noblemen had joined him, with their followers 3 alio

• Lahore. fituateJ on the river Rawee, about 200 miles N. of Dhely,

the
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the royal artillery. He had, befides, a veiy confiderable army in

his own pay ; (o that his brothers, though all leagued againft him,

would have formed but a weak enemy, if he had immediately at-

tacked them. But he aSied otherwife : he encamped on the plain,

keeping the river to his rear, and began to throw tip works to

defend himfelf, inftead of courting a general aftion. Probably

this proceeded from tendernefs to his brothers, who he thought

would in a few days be deferted by their troops, for want of pay,

as they poffelTed little or no money j and that they v/ould either

willingly acknowledge him emperor, to obtain fettlements, or be

delivered into his hands by fome of their pretended friends, to gain

his favour.

67

While he thus flattered himfelf with an eafy conquefl, the three

brothers, by the advice of the ameer al amra, drew all the artillery

from the fort of Lahore, and encamped their united forces in one

line, making the city their defence to the rear. I happened to be

encamped near Mahabut Khan, who immediately, on learning that

the ameer al amra had attached himfelf to Moiz ad Dien_, fearing to

be plundered by his troops, loft no time in moving off with his

family and effe6ls to Azeem OojQiawn, leaving his tents and tem-

porary buildings ftanding. No fooner was he gone, than the

rabble took poffeflion of his camp, which they fet on fire, and

levelled in an inftant with the ground. As, on many accounts, I

had refolved to embrace the fortunes of Azeem Oofhawn, I would

have gone with him j but the camp being a ftanding one, I had

neglefted my tents, parted with my carriages, and erefted tempo-

rary fheds for my family, fo that I was obliged to remain in an

alarming fituation, almoft alone, for four days. I wiflied to fend

my women to my haufe in the city ; but the road to it led through

the allied armies, where it was probable they might be infulted or

plundered. On the- fifth day, I was eafed of my fears, as a ftrong

K 2 efcort
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efcort came from the prince Azeem Oofhawn to condu6l to hint

Shaw-nowaz Khan, Hummeed ad Dien Khan, and fome other

noblemen, who waited for this fecurity to join him. With them I

reached his camp in fafety, where I happily got pofTeffion of a

fquare wailed about, but without any covering or fliade : yet even

this was as a palace at the time, as it ferved to prote6t my women

and family. I now paid my refpe6ts to the prince, who received

me gracioufly, conferred upon me many favours, and confulted me
on all important occauons. Pecuniary rewards, and titles far

above my ambition, were allotted for me, and getting ready ta

pafs the feals : at the fame time, orders were difpatched to fummon.

my fon, ' Hofhe-dar Khan, to the prefence, from which he had

been detached fome time before on actual fervice, with a feleft

force ; and, to pay him, a large fum of money was fent to me.

I refufed it, however, ^as I had not people to fecure its fafety ; and

requefted alfo, that the rank of five thoufand, and title of Azim
Khan, which was preparing for me, might not be confirmed, till

the prince fhould become victorious over his enemies, as I had

made a vow not to receive them till he ftiould fit unrivalled on the

throne of empire. In fa6l, I perceived in his weak politics, and

want of refolution, the decline of his caufe ; and faw the burning

blafts of fummer haftening to deftroy the feafon of fpring, as the

experienced hufbandman can judge of his harvefts from tlie clmnges

of the atmofpliere.

When Azeem Oofhawn had mtrenched himfelf, and the three

brothers began their approaches to his works on every fide, his

operations became highly blameable in the eyes of the nobility and

officers of experience. It appeared to the public, that the faperior

force dreaded the inferior ; and that thofe who ought to be the

» Anglice, Endowed with judgment.

befiegers,
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befiegers, were now the befiegd!. Such was the efFecV, for Azccm
Oofhawn's army grew difpirited daily, while the enemy's gained

ardor every hour, at finding that profped of fuccefs, of which in

the heginning they had almofl defpaired. Our foldiers at the

works, tired wiih conflant watchings and alarms, grew remifs in

their duty : they firfl- required unneceflary afliftance, and at laft

began to defert tlieir pofts. The Imperial artillery, to whom a

great fum of money had been given as a bounty, became difobe-

dient to ordei's, and even mutinous, in which points they were fol-

lowed by thofe of the houfhold. This behaviour made Azeem

Oofliawn change his opinion, that he could purchafe vi6lory with

money only j fo that he opened his treafury but fparingly to the

old or new troops, giving, with much reludance, only one hun-

dred rupees to each trooper who came to offer fervice with his own
horfe, for which fecurity was alfo demanded. At a crifis of this

important nature, but few were tempted to quit the fervice of their

old mafters, for a fum but inconfiderable in itfelf, and only attain-

able with fuch difficulty. In fhort, the whole camp began to be

alarmed, and even the boldefl officers to feel a dread of the ill con-

fequences of being cooped up in unnecefiary entrenchments. A
cannonade was kept up on both fides for four days, in each of

which the three brothers gained fome advantage, by advancing their

flations nearer to the works of the mifguided Azeem Oofliawn.

. On the fifth day, Azeem Oofhawn moved from his camp in

order of battle, and his fon, the prince 'Mahummud Kerreem,

though commander of the advanced corps, was with him, inftead

of being difpatched in front, agreeably to the ufual difpofrtion of

the line. This was ordered, lefl, as the enemy v/ere formed into

tliree bodies, one might gain an advantage over him, and another

6g

Anglice, favoujed by Mahummud.

intercept
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intercept his retreat to the grand line, before he could receive

proper affiftance. Such was the confufion in forming the troops,

that the artillery was quite ufelefsly difpofed, and many pieces, de-

ferted by the men, lay overturned on the ground ; while forae of

the chief officers were by their followers left almoft alone, on their

elephants, before the aftion began. Soleyman Khan Afghan firft

advanced to charge the divilion of Jehaun Shaw, but he was fup-

ported by fo few of his followers, that he could effect nothing, and

v/as killed in the onfet, before he had reached the enemy's poll.

Jehaun Shaw moved fteadily, in flow order, towards Azeem

Oofhawn, whofe terrified troops began to fall back from around

him. The mifcondufted, but truly brave prince, when he faw

his fortune thus unfavourable, thougli he might have faved himfelf

by mounting a horfe and flying from the field, yet fcomed to owe

his fecurity to difhonour, and would not move from his elephant,

but advanced almoft alone towards Jehaun Shaw. This a6lion,

and fubmitting to be facrificed, was one and the fame. His ele-

phant driver was killed in the inftant, and the few till then remain-

ing friends to his perfon deferted him to a man. He received many
wounds frbm arrows and fhot, fo that he foon funk down fainting

upon his feat ; while his elephant, without a driver, and furious

with pain, ran through the enemy, who purfued him in vain for

fome hours, and during that time the unfortunate prince died of

fatigue and lofs of blood '. Sultaun Mahummud Kerreem, his

fon, in the height of the confufion, threw himfelf without hurt

from his elephant, and mounting a horfe brought him by an at-

tendant, efcaped from the field of battle ; but only to fufFer, fhortly

after, a worfe fate than dying in a6lion.

' Ameen adDien Surabullee fays, his elephant ruihed with him into the Rawee, aiid

was drowned.

It
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It happened that, at the beginning of the adion, the three princes

were drawn up nearly oppofire that part of the camp where I

unfortunately had placed my family in a wretched fquare, to which

the enemy advanced flill nearer, as the battle I'aged, and our troops

began to fly. Mahabut Khan, Hummeed ad Dien, and other

lords, had in the be^nning fent their families acrofs the river to

places of fafety, which precaution I was prevented from ufing, by

being attendant on Azeem Oofhawn's perfon in the line. The
river was about a rocket's flight from the fquare inclofure, and

upon the rout of our line. Khan Zummaun, my friend, advifed

me, while the enemy's troops were yet employed in fight, to con-

duct my women out of danger to the other fide ; at the fame time

offering me a boat he had ready for his own fecurity againfl purfuit,

and a guard of one hundred and fifty perfons, his own followers-.

Accordingly I placed my wife and daughter in two covered palle-

kees, with a fum fomewhat exceeding ' four thoufand gold mhors,

a caiket of jewels, betel plate of gold fet with jewels, and other

very valuable ornaments belonging to my daughter, defigned for

her marriage portion, leaving clothes and every thing elfe to chance.

As Providence decreed it, the women's pallekees had jufl arrived at

a narrow inlet of water, about an arrow's flight from the river,

when Azeem Oofliawn's elephant, and Mahummud Kerreem's,

were running towards it, purfued by the enemy. I was advanced

a little in front to prepare the boat, when fuddenly one of my at-

tendants cried out, " Where are you going ? Your honour is

*' ruined!" I looked behind me, and faw the enemy near my
women ; upon which, in a ftate of furious defpair, I haflened back

with my grandfon Meer Einaiut Oolla, as Khan Zummaun's people

could not reach me in time for my affiftance. We two had juft

joined the yvomen, when the rapacious Moguls had begun to

7^

About fix tbou&nd poumlsfierUng, recfcoaing the nJior at fifteen Sicca rupees.
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plunder j upon which I leaped from my horfe, and feizing my wife

and daughter by each a hand, rufhl& with them into the rivulet up

to their waifts, and covered the reft of their perfons with a cloth,

drawing my fword to defend them with my life from further infult

:

and, luckily for my honour, their faces were not feen by the eyes

of a ftranger. The Moguls, more attentive to gain than fhedding

of blood, after plundering the pallekees and other carriages of

every thing, even to the coarfeft outer coverings, rode off in fearch

of other prey, without attacking me or my attendants, who were hid

in different bufhes and hollows. It was during this confufion, that

I faw the prince Mahummud Kerreem jump from his elephant,

mount a fervant's horfe, and efcape. When the alarm was over,

and friends and enemies had pafTed by, I was joined by my fervants

from their various Ihelters, and, having replaced my women in

the pallekees, returned to my late miferable dwelling, which had

been alfo plundered, even to foot-cloths and carpets. No pillows

or feats were left us but the bare ground, and no apparel but that

drenched in water on our backs ; neverthelefs, I gave grateful thanks

to the Almighty for the prefervation of my life and honour, with

a lincere fervor. With the approach of night the confufion flack-

ened, and about nine o'clock all was over, and quiet reftored. I

then faid to myfelf, " What is gone, is gone ! " and, with a calm

mind, recited one hundred and twenty verfes of the ' Mefnavi, be-

fides an ode applicable to the prefent ftate of affairs.

The prince Jehaun Shaw, who had taken pofTeflion of the camp
of the vanquifhedj in the morning fent covered carriages and other

necefTaries to me, with a gracious melTage, defiring that I would

come, and pitch my tents near his own. I went accordingly, and

was introduced to him. He was fitting alone, under a canopy,

• The Meihavi is a colledion of moral poems, by Molewee JeUai ad Dien Roomi.

neat
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•near his private apartments. When he faw me, he exclaimed, in

a joyful voice, " Come, ' Azim Khan, for thy arrival is at a happy
*' feafon ! I v^as anxious to fee thee." He then took off the khe-

laut, which he had put onjuft before, and gave it to me, with the

munfub of ^ fix thoufand, faying, " I have left one degree of rank

" to confer upon you on the day of my acceflion to a throne."

After which he difmilTed me in a gracious manner, and I took up

my ftation near that of ^ Lutfoolla Khan Saduk, his firft rainifter.

73

Jehaun Shaw, who had gained the viftory over Azeem Oofhawn,.

judging, from the purity of his own intentions, that thofe pf his

two brothers and the ameer al amra were equally juft towards him,

though fortune had placed all the treafures of the vanquifhed in his

power, feorned to ufe this advantage^ contrary to his oath of al-

liance. He fent the body of Azeem Oofhawn to Moiz ad Dien

;

and, when all the plunder of his camp was collcdtcd, delivered the

whole without delay into the hands of the ameer al amra, who,

agreeable to treaty and his own oaths, was to make an impartial

divifion of the provinces and treafures between the brothers. This

ftri6lnefs to his word was the caufe of his ruin. The ameer al amra

had privately refolved to feat Moiz ad Dien on the throne without

a rival, as he was a weak prince, fond of his pleafures, averfe from

bufinefs, and confequently beft fuited to the purpofe of a minifter

ambitious of uncontrouled power. With this view, he, on various

pretences, delayed making a divifion of the treafure, knowing that

the troops of Jehaun Shaw and RufFeh Oofhawn were already mu-
tinoully clamorous for the payment of their long arrears, and much

* Anglice, Noble lord ; the tide which Azeem Oofliawn had offered, to confer on

him.

* Seven thoufand was properly the higheft rank of nobility. In the decline of the

empire, rank of eight and ten thoufand was conferred on powerful minifters.

2 Anglice, God's mercy. Saduk, Anglice True, was his family name.

L difgufted
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difgufted at being deprived of the great plunder they had expefted

from the camp of Azeem Oolhawn, which had been feized from,

their grafp by the ftn£t difcipline and honour of Jehaun Shaw.

The ameer al amra, with feeming attachment, vifited the princes

as ufual, and three days pafled over without their exprefling diftnift

at his delay j but their friends clearly faw his defigns, and warned

Jehaun Shaw againft his treachery ; offering to prevent their cokl-..

pletion, by putting him to death, when he fhould come next ta

pay his refpecls. The honourable and noble-minded prince refufed

his aflent to fuch propofals, faying, " I cannot confent to fiich

*' difhonourable and perfidious dealing, for which I fhould become;

heinoufly guilty in the eyes of God, and amongft men markedi

as a traitor and abufer of power. If empire is decreed me, 1

' ftiall attain it without trouble ; but, if not, of what avail is.

treachery^ or unjuft fhedding of human blood?" At his next

vifit, he openly told the ameer al amra the fufpicions entertained of

his conduft, faying, " Even now, perhaps, thy family is dreading

" that I may be putting thee to death j which^ however politic, I

*5 fcorn to do by foaud. Rife then, and go in peace to thine own.
*' houfe." The ameer al amra departed with afpeedand precipi-

tation declaring his guilt. The veil, with which he had covered

his defigns, became no longer of ufe ; but, inftead of feeling gra-

titude to Jehaun Shaw for fufFering him to live, his enmity in-

ereafed. He now openly avowed his deftru6tion, and his intentions

to fupport Moiz ad Dien. Though Jehaun Shaw, virtuous and

religioufly faithful to his word, was generous and jufl: in this great

a^ion, yet the policy of government will not admit of fuch conduxft

being copied as an example of propriety. The world is deceitful,

and cannot be commanded but by deceit. The thief, who fhould

wake his fleeping prey, would only bring ruin on his own head.

Virtue and vice being direft oppofites, cannot exlfl in one dwelling.

That, the foundation of which is evil, cannot be fupported but by

e.vil, I, When
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When the ameer al amra had openly refufed to perform his

agreement, Jehaun Shaw, furious at his behaviour, moved his

camp oppofite to the treacherous nobleman's, and prepared to offer

battle without delay. He had juft now the faireft profpe6t of

every fuccefs j a fine army, attached to his perfon with one mind,

good artillery, and a great character among his own and the ene-

my's troops. But—how uncertain is fortune ! This night, by

permiflion of God, a fire broke out in the artillery camp : all the

rockets and ftores of ammunition were deftroyed, and our army

rendered in one inftant totally ufelefs. The merit of this important

mifchief was afterwards claimed by Rajee Khan Maneckporce, who
faid the fire was purpofely kindled by his fpies, for a large bribe.

This man was originally of low character and little efteem, but for

this fcrvice he was gradually raifed from a poft in the artillery, by

Moiz ad Dien, to the rank of fix thoufand. Immediately after this

dreadful accident, Rooftum Dil Khan and Mukhlis Khan haftened

to *one of the Imperial powder-works, and obtained fome frefh

fupplies ; but the troops, much difpirited with their lofs, now be-

came clamorous for money, and began to defert in great numbers.

In fhort, the fpirit of the army was changed, fo that, excepting

LutfooUa Khan, Rooftum Dil Khan, Mukhlis Khan, and a few

others who remained faithful, all the chiefs forfeited their honours,

and Jehaun Shaw, plainly perceiving the wavering of his followers,

thought it moft advifable to prevent worfe confequences, by putting

all to the hazard of an immediate engagement. The next morning

at the dawn of day, (being Monday, anno 1x24,) he formed his A. e. 171 2.

line, and began a cannonade, which was anfwered by the enemy,

and kept up on both fides till mid-day with equal fuccefs. At

length the fire of Jehaun Shaw began to flacken, and his troops to

feparate on various pretences, as want of water, guarding their

baggage, and the like ; fo that near half the army deferted gradu-

ally, in fpite of the prince's repeated orders to maintain the line.

' ' L 2 Obferving
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Obferving this, he raifed a report that the ameer al amra was killed

by a fiiot, in confequence of which the enemy were alarmed, and

that he flioiild immediately charge them, in order to improve To

favourable an event. As he founded the march of vi6lory, his

troops beheved him, and returned moft of them to their pofts. He
then commanded Janee Khan, Rooflum Dil Khan, and Mukhlis

Khan, to charge one flank of the enemy, and Lootfulla Khan and

others in front, he himfelf heading this laft divi/ion. It was now
about four o'clock, when Jehaun Shaw, without looking behind

him to fee how he was fupported by his troops, advanced on the

enemy's center with a furious fpeed, where the ameer al amra was

ftanding with a few followers, to reconnoitre. Moiz ad Dien had

before retired to repofe in his tents. Rooftum Dil Khan and other

chiefs rufhed through all oppolition to that quarter, gained the

tents, and plundered even the ladies of the haram, among whom
were many belonging to tlie late emperor. Moiz ad Dien, rouzed

from fleep, without regarding their fafety, fled to feek his own,

undrefl'ed as he was, with the ameer al amra, who was engaged

againft Jehaun Shaw in unequal combat, as he had only with him

three or four hundred horfe. At this time RufFeh Oofhawn, who
feemingly fupported Moiz ad Dien, but was waiting for an oppor-

tunity to deftroy both him and Jehaun Shaw, appeared in the rear

of the latter with his whole force. A corps of infantry alfo now
oppofed him in front, not only flopping his charge, but confufing

his troops; who, feeing themfelves likely to be furrounded, loft

all fpirit, and fled to a man on the right and left, leaving him ex-

pofed alone upon his elephant : and he was foon killed by a mufquet

Ihot. His fon, ' Ferkhundeh Akhter, a prince of moft promifing

bodily and mental accomplifliments, who fat behind him, defcended

and fought with his fcymetar, till he could ftand no longer, and

then fell down dead, covered Vvitli wounds. Both the bodies were

Anglice, Of fortunate ftar.

carried

Slip,
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carried immediately to the ameer al amra, who ordered the march

of vidlory to be founded. Jehaun Shaw, heroic, juft and benevo-

lent, was all perfe6t ; but ftill, as Providence oppofed his fortune,

all his plans turned out diredly contrary to their propofed end,

and what feemed to promife fuccefs,. became the caufe of misfortune

Men judge vainly from events, faying, if he had not done fo, thus

would or could not have happened : but, alas ! in whofe power are

events ? Our faculties, our ftrength, our thoughts, our friends,

are all moved by the inftigation of Providence. Nothing can hap-

pen, without a caufe, yet our ruin is often brought on by the very

caufes which had before occafioned our fuccefs ; for God doeth that

which pleafeth him, and efFedteth that which he hath defigned.

When the day of this fun of royalty had funk in the evening of

death, there now remained no other rivals than Moiz ad Dien and

Ruffeh Oofhawn. The latter had the firmeil reliance on the at-

tachment and oaths of the ameer alamra, who, during the life of

the late emperor, had been fupported by him in the ftrongeft man-

ner againft the khankhanan. He alfo had honoured him, at his

own requeft, by the appellation of uncle, and 'exchange of turbans -,

fo that he now hoped, as one fovereign feemed to be his choice,

that it might reft upon him, in preference to his elder brother.

On this account, he had refolved to wait as a fpeftator of the

ftruggle, till the fall of one of his rivals, and then to rufh upon

the furvivor, while flulhed with viftory, and unguarded againft a

new enemy. This defign he now communicated to his followers,

and defired them to fupport him in an immediate attack on Moiz

ad Dien ; but they would not confent, either through fear or

treachery, pretending that the dawn of morning was more favour-
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' The exchange of turbans, among the orientals, is the moft facred pledge of friend-

£bip, and any breach of it^ after fiich ceremony, regarded with horror.

a able
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able than the prefent inftant ; (o that the prince was obliged to

flop, and wait then; pleafure. He fpent the night under arms,

with fleeplefs impatience for the return of day j but fome of his

falfe advifers communicated his plan to the ameer ai amra, and

promifed to affifl in the deftru6tion of their patron

Jufl as the morning vvas beginning to appear, RufFeh Oofhawn

advanced filently towards the enemy, hoping to furprize them ;

but, before he had reached their camp, the commanding officer of

his artillery, either through treachery or ignorance, fired a gun

towards the quarter of Moiz ad Dien, which roufed his fleeping

troops. The alarm was immediately founded, and the enemy's

cannon foon began to play furioufly. Who now would ftand to

fupport Ruffeh Oofhawn ? The greatefl number of his followers

fled in confufion to the right and left, while Buddukfliee, a chief

in whom he had repofed the greatefl: confidence, and whom he had

faved from being put to death by his father, whom he had raifed

to honours, and fupported with a liberaHty unbounded, having

privately agreed with the ameer al amra, ungratefully turned his

arms againft him at this inftant. The unhappy prince was in a

fhort time left alone, furrounded by his enemies on every fide j but

truly brave and fpirited, regarding the honour and reputation of

the family of Timur, notwithftanding his deHcacy and feeming

ejffeminate foftnefs, he threw himfelf from his elephant, and, draw-

ing the fabre of glory from the fcabbard of honour, fought, fingly

on foot againft thoufands of aflailants. But what could he effedt,

more than fell one life at the expence of many ? He was foon

hewed down with repeated wounds, and refigned his breath to him
who gave it. May the Almighty ftiew mercy to his foul ! We are

from God, and to him we muft return.

Such courage, I muft with juftice remark, never appeared among
, the defcendants of Tiraur, as ftiewn by the offspring of Aulurageer

;

nor
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nor do the various hiftories I have read, record the like gallant op-

pofition of a prince fingly againft numbers. True valour is proved

in the extremity of danger $ but it is eafy to affume tlie appearances

of courage in the day of iafety. ;

Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw, by the affiftance of Providence

alone, «ow founded the march of vi6tory and unrivalled empire.

He permitted the mangled bodies of his martyred and more worthy

brothers to be kept three days on the field of battle, expofed to

public view. They were afterwards conveyed to Dhely, and interred

without ceremony or pomp, in the maufoleum of the emperor

Humaioon, thej general receptacle of the murdered princes of the

Imperial family. The maufoleums which they had ere^ed for

themlelves, near the tombs of their favourite faints, of marble,

jafper, and other lich. ftones, were beftowed on the minions of

Lall Koor^,, ajublic daiw:eiv and miftre£s to the weak Jehaundar

Shaw.

Be- it known to tliofe of enlightened underftandings, and to the

^cq^uainted wiih tlie ufages of the world, that if, in the relation of

the affairs of my liege and hereditary lord, the emperor Moiz ad

Dien Jehaundar Shaw; forjie obfervations and expreffions fhould

efcape my pen, eoi^trai'y tp refpe<5t, and tlie examples of the hifto-

riographers of princes, they will not proceed from difafFe6tion or

a prejudiced mind. L know they are improper from the pen of a

fervant, and God forgive me 1 but by them I mean no difafFeflion

to his perfon, or^ifrefp^ to the family of Timur y no vent of my
own fpleen J no view to flatter a fucceffor, by difparaging^ his rivals

nor malicious abufe for the negleft or difappointment I may have

fuffered during this reign. I fwear by God, and God is a facred

witnefler of oaths, that I loved him as my fovereign ; but, as it

was incumbent on me to. record the adions of the reigning prince,.

good or bad, wijGe c^, fooliih,, in public and private^:^. they were,

;\: < without
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without one exception, all unwortliy, : what can I fay, as a faithful

writer? Let it be remembered, that I was nouriflied for fifty

years under the benignant fliadow of the great and glorious emperor

Aulumgeer. How fad the alteration.! now beheld ! Of this man,

this wretched idiot, oppofite to him in every quality, facceeding to

the very fame empire, fitting on the very fame throne, and the

aftions he did, what can I fay, or in what terms paint the difgraces

they fuffered 'by his acceffion?—^I had beheld upon the throne an

, emperor. Wariiith of ex preffion 'Operates iiladvice: the friends to

the 'Imaums, from the ardor of their loyalty to the houfe of All,

heightened their ftyle, and repreieiited' •^ith all the eloquence of

zeal (for wKich they have been evei" priifed by good men) that the

oppreffed might draw the fword a'^ainft a worthlefs tyrant. But I

only mean a warning to the family 'of'Timur; tor the head of

which, let his character be what it may, if I hefitate to facrifice

my life, may I be numbered with traitors, and abhorred by my
friends \

When Jehaundar Shaw, by the intrigues and fupport of the

ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, had triumphed over his three

brothers, and afcended the throne of empire without the fear or

dread of a competitor, all the cuftoms of time were changed. He
was in himfelf a weak man, effeminately careful of his perfon, fond

of eafe, indolent, and totally ignorant of the arts of government.

He had alfo blemifhes and low vices unworthy of royalty, and un-

known among his illuftrious anceftors. He made the vaft empire

of Hindoltan an offering to the foolifh whims of a public courtezan,

which tortured the minds of worthy fubje6ls loyal to his family.

The relations, friends and minions of the miftrefs, ufurped abfolute

' The two chief Imaums were the fons of AH, by the daughter of Mahummud,
and were put to death by the caliph Maweeah, one by poifon, and the other in battle,

with all their children except one, from whom defcended the other ten Imaums, and

the race of Syeds, fo highly refpedted among the Mahummedans.

authority
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authority in the ftate j and high offices, great titles, and unreafon-

able grants from the Imperial domains, were fhowered profufely

on beggarly muficians. 'Two corores of rupees annually were

fettled for the houfliold expences of the miftrefs only, exclufive of

her cloaths and jewels. The emperor frequently rode with her in

a chariot through the markets, where they purchafed, agreeable to

whim, fometimes jewels, gold, filks, and fine linen ; at others,

greens, fruits, and the moft trifling articles. A woman named
*Zohera, keeper of a green-ftall, one of Lall Koor's particular

friends, was promoted to a high rank, with a fuitable jaghire, and

Si

' About two millions fterling.

* The celebrated Nizam al Mulluk, who at this time lived a very retired life at

Dhely, was one day paffing in a pallekee, with only a few attendants, when, in a

narrow ftreet, he was met by Zohera, who was riding on an elephant, with a great

train of fervants. The nizam endeavoured to get out of the way ; but, notwithftand-

ing this, Zohera's fervants were infolent to his attendants, and, as fhe pafled by, {he

exclaimed, " Are you the fon of the blind man ? " This enraged the nizam, who

commanded his people to pull her from her elephant; which they did, with rudenefs.

She complained to the miftrefs, who prevailed on the weak Jehaundar to take notice

of it, and command Zoolfeccar Khan to punifli the-nizam. The nizam had fufpcfted

this to happen, and had informed the minifter of the affair. .When Jehaundar Shavr

fpoke to him, he was anfwered, that, to punifli the nizam for having correfted an

infolent upftart, would enrage all the nobility, who would confider the honour of the

order as hurt by any affront to the nizam. Jehaundar, upon this, did not enforce his

commands.

Upon Jehaundar Shaw's promoting one of his miftrefs's relations, a mufician, to a

high rank, Zoolfeccar Khan, ameer al amra, out of fneer, demanded of the new-made

lord, as a fee for putting his feal of office to the patent, one thoufand fmall tabors.

The mufician complained to Lall Koor, his patronefs, of the indignity ofFereG.jiim
j

and ftie told the emperor, infifting that he fhould reprimand the ameer al amra. Je-

haundar Shaw accordingly reproached the minifter, who ironically replied, that, as

mufic was the beft recommendation with his majefty for promotion, he had afked the

labors to deliver out to perfons of family, that they might, by praclifing upon them,

qualify themfelves for high office, and fucceed as well as their inferiors, the muficians.

Jehaundar Shaw felt the force of the fatire, and, being afraid of his minifter, withdrew

the patent. -
,

M her
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her relations exalted to the emperor's favour, which they ufed to

promote the interefts of the courtiers, for large bribes : nor did the

nobility decline their patronage, but forgetting their honour, and

facrificing decency to the prefent advantage, eagerly flocked to pay

adoration to the royal idols, w^hofe gates were more crowded with

equipages in general than thofe of the Imperial palace, fo that to

pafs through the ftreet where they refided was a matter of difficulty,

by reafon of the throng. To do them jullice, many of them had

generous minds, and performed various good aftions in the ufe of

their influence at court. The ridiculous jaunts of the emperor and

his miftrefs at laft grew to fuch a pitch, that on a certain night,

after fpending the day in debauchery, and vifiting diff^erent gai"dens

near the city, in company with Zohera the herb-woman, they re-*

tired to the houfe of one of her acquaintance who fold fpirits, with

which they all became intoxicated. After rewarding the woman
with a large fum, and the grant of a village, they returned in a

drunken plight to the palace, and all three fell afleep on the road.

On their arrival, Lall Koor was taken out by her women j but the

emperor remained fleeping in the chariot, and the driver, who had

fliared in the jollity'of his royal mafter, without examining the

machine, carried it to the ftables. The officers of the palace, after

Vk^aiting till near morning for his arrival, on finding that the

miftrefs had entered her apartments without the emperor, were

alarmed for his fafety, and fent to her to enquire concerning his

fituation. She defired them immediately to examine the coach,

wliere they found the wretched prince faft afleep in the arms of

Zohera, at the diftance of nearly two miles from the palace. This

fcandalous event afforded matter of offence to all good fubjefts,

but of mirth and laughter to the weak Jehaundar and his abandoned

favourites. He after this ftill more expoled his vices to the public,

often, as he palled through the ftreets, feizing the wives and daugh-

ters of the lower tradefmen. Once a week, according to the vulgar

fuperfliition,
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fuperftitlon, he bathed with Lall Koor, concealed only by a fingle

cloth, in the fountain of the ' Lamp of Dhely, in hopes that this

ceremony would promote pregnancy. Happy was the day in which

he was bathed in his own blood ! The miftrefs had the infolence

to abufe the princefs * Zebe al Niffa, daughter of the emperor

Aulumgeer, and aunt to Jehaundar Shaw, with expreffions fo vile

as were unbecoming the meaneft perfbn. This princefs had ne-

glefted to pay compliments to her, which fhe received from other

ladies of rank, and Lall Koor, enraged at this, teized the emperor

to reprove his aunt, and oblige her to fhew attention towards her j

but all was vain. However, he fo far complied with her unrea-

fonable entreaties, that he left off vifiting the princefs, and declined

going to an entertainment fhe had prepared for him, without in-

viting Lall Koor. How lliall I relate all his follies ? The above-

mentioned are fufficient to fhew the fad changes of affairs, public

and private. His other indecencies are too unworthy of record to

relate.

The ameer al amra, Zoolfeccar Khan, feater, nay even creator

of emperors, with fuch an image of humanity in his hands, be-

came abfolute, and fo proud, that ' Pharaoh and Shudad could not

have obtained admillion to his threfhold. He fludied to ruin

the mofl ancient families, inventing pretences to put them to death,

or difgrace them, that he might plunder their pofiefTions. Unhappy

was the perfon he fufpefted to be rich, as wealth and vexatious

accufations always accompanied each other. He eftabliflied fuch

exaftions and abufes as no prior age had beheld, and by which now

he is alone remembered. He took enormous emoluments and re-

venues for himfelf, while he difpofed of money to others with a
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* A celebrated fakeer fo entitled.

* Anglice, Ornament of the fex.

' Pharaoh, and a king of Yeramum, or Arabia Felix,

M2 hand
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hand fo fparing, that even his own creatures felt fevere poverty

with empty titles, for he never allowed jaghires to any. The

minds of high and low, rich and poor, near or diftant, friends or

ftrangers, were turned againft him, and wilhed his deftru6tion.

Hindoos and MuITulmans agreed in praying to Heaven for the fall

of his power, night and day. Often does the midnight figh of the

widow ruin the riches of an hundred years.

Kokultafh. Khan, foiler-brother to the emperor, an4 brought up

with him from his childhood, was honoured with the title of Khan

Jehaun. His wife, daughter, and whole family, alfo poiTefled great

influence with the emperor, and claimed from him performance of

a promife he had made to them of the vizurut. At the fame time,

they and their adherents combined to work the overthrow of the

ameer al amra. With this view, all their relations and dependants

were raifed to high rank j and a great number of the nobility, dif-

tielTed by the pride and rapacity of Zoolfeccar Khan, joined their

party. They infinuated to the emperor, that the ameer al amra

entertained defigns too ambitious for a fubjeft, to attain which he

would dare to fhed the blood of princes ; that he had already deter-

mined on a revolution, and either to feize the throne for himfelf,

or, if he found that too dangerous, to beftow it on 'Ali Tibbar,

or another of the confined princes, more favourable to his will

than his majefty.

The weak Jehaundar, unendowed with the leafl judgment or cou-

rage, was alarmed almofl to madnefs with the frightful pifture of

his own fituation j but he had not firmnefs to oppofe the dreaded

evils, nor fenfe to keep his fears fecret. The intrigues of Kokul-

tafli Khan foon became evident to the whole court, and only ferved

to awaken the vigilance of the ameer al amra, who took meafures

' The only furviving fon of Azim Shaw, fon of the emperor Aurungzebc.

for
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for his own fafety, by removing his enemies. Rooftum Dil Khan,

Mukhiis Khan, and fome others, were put to death, and a great

number of the nobility laid under confinement on various pretences.

The family of the late ' khankhanan was reduced fo low as to want

the common neceffaries of life. In fhort, the difpolition of the

ameer al amra changed altogether from gentlenefs to the higheft

pitch of tyranny, fo that he now punifhed with cruelty the perfons

who had years before knowingly, or otherwife, given him the

llighteft caufes of offence. I, who had differed v/ith him in opi-

nions during the life of Bedar Bukht, and frequently warned the

late emperor againft his afpiring viev/s, had alfo been the friend

and confidant of his mortal enemy the khankhanan, and of a diffe-

rent party in the late flruggle, had not a hope of efcaping from his

hands, or thofe of Jehaundar Shaw, who had commanded me to

be fearched" for, and put to death. Thinking it in vain to attempt

concealment in Lahore, I had written the following verfes, and

fent them to him by my grandfon, Meer Einaiut Oolla, who was

much in his fa\iour.

" My anceflors were attached to * All without views of gain. I

" am of the family of Ali ; thou art the 'Zoolfeccar of ^Hyder.

*' Remember, I have no chief but thee. I repent of my faults in

" fome degree, and am come afhamed to thy tribunal. Though I

" am meaner than words can exprefs, yet I am of the ^family of

" which thou art head. Thou art now the guardian of our ho-

** nour: look not at me, but upon our mutual anceftors."

8S

" The celebrated Monauim Khan.

' The fon-in-law of Mohammud. Here it means Azeem al Shavvn»

' A two-bladed fword of Ali's.

A title given to Ali.

' A fyed, or defcendant from the prophet's daughter Fatitna, by Ali.

At
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At firft he did not trouble himfelf to open the paper, upon which

I fent a fecond time, when he perufed it with attention, and defired

the meflenger to call me to him ; but I did not comply with his

invitation, to which I anfwered, that he had prevailed with pro-

mifes of fafety on many to vifit him, and afterwards confined or

put them to death ; that if fuch was his delign tow^ards me, there

was no occafion to ufe art, as I v\^ould of my own accord put on

my fhroiid, and come prepared for the worft before him. To this

he anfwered, by folemn oaths, that he meant no injury towards

me ; fo that I was fatisfied, and went to vifit him without dread.

He received me in his private apartment, to which I was admitted

armed, as ufual, and he rofe from his mufnud to falute me, be-

having every way with much kindnefs, and more than I expe£led

;

after which he difmifled me, with aflurances of proteftion. He
the fame day afked the emperor's pardon for me, which was imme-

diately pafled i but his majefty obferved, that though he forgave,

he would not on any account employ me in his fervice. The

ameer al amra too made me promife, that I would not accept of

any office in the ftate, otherwife than through his patronage. I

complied with his defire without regret, as, independent of the

obligations .1 owed to him, there was no temptation left to court

employment in a flate which had in fa6l no head ; for the miniftry

was a coUedion of petty tyrants, and abufers of power.

During the nine months in which Jehaundar Shaw, like an

embryo, lay in the womb of empire, I did not attempt to procure

an office, but lived in perfedl retirement, except that I now and

then unavoidably paid a vifit to the ameer al amra, who would fre-

quently alk my advice in public affairs, which I gave him to the

extent of my underftanding.

In the height of this power and authority, (while the claim of

I am, and no otie elje^ was gaining ftrength,) all at once a report was

2 heard
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heard that the prince Ferokhfere, fon to the martyred Azeem
Oolhawn, had marched from Bengal towards Bahar, intending to

revenge his father's death, and feize the throne. Jehaundar Shaw
and the ameer al amra, though they feigned to difbeUeve the intel-

ligence, and defpife the attempt, yet in their hearts were ftruck

with dread. Great numbers of the Imperial fervants wifhed fecretly

for the fuccefs of the rebellion. While the ameer al amra was for-

tunate, he faw affairs in a proper light : while at Lahore, he had

repeatedly advifed Jehaundar Shaw not to remain more than a week

in Dhely, but to proceed to Agra, and, if neceffary, to the eaftern

provinces, as the dread of his power would not be imprefTed fuHy

in the breafts of his fubjedts, while Ferokhfere refufed to pay alle-

giance. Jehaimdar Shaw, on his arrival at Dhely, fafcinated by

the various luxuries it afforded, forgot the advice of his minifter,

and chofe to remain, indulging himfelf in low pleafures, moving

only from palace to palace, and garden to garden. Kokultafh Khan
and his party perfuaded him that the ameer al amra had excited,

this rebellion, and engaged privately with Ferokhfere, to whom he

would deliver his majefty a prifoner, fliould he prevail on him to

march from the capital. Thefe ideas ferved to increafe the fears of

the weak Jehaundar Shaw. He would often exclaim, " I did not

" kill Azeem Oofhawn : it was the ameer al amra, who muft now
" go and anfwer the claims of his fon, for fatisfadlion. What
" have I to do with the bufmefs ? " The other plans of an em-

peror, who was thus overcome by fear, may eafily be guefled, and

need no explanation. The ameer al amra, offended at the diftrufts

of his mafter, did not attend as he ought to bufinefs, but employed

his time alfo in pleafure, and forwarding his own immediate iur-

tereft.

73

Syed Abdoolla Khan Bareah, and his brother Houflein AliKhan,

had gained great honour by their behaviour in the fervice of Azini

Shaw,,
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Shaw, after whofe death they had attached themfelves to Azeem
Oofhawn, by whom they were honoured, the former with the

government of Allahabad, and the latter of the province of Bahar.

During the late contefts for the empire, they had, for their ^own

fafety and that of the country, expended, without orders, confi-

derable fums of the Imperial revenues in the maintenance of extra-

ordinary troops, which had offended Jehaundar Shaw. On his

acceffion to the throne, he appointed Rajee Khan Maneckporee to

the government of Allahabad, who fent one of his relations, with

a confiderable force, to take pofieffion j but he was oppofed, de-

feated, and driven back by Abdoolla Khan. Ferokhfere's rebellion

juft then arifmg, the ameer al amra thought it advifable to difpatch

an Imperial firmaun, approving Abdoolla Khan's condu6l, and

confirming him in his government, difclaimuig alfo any aflent to

the attempts to remove him. Abdoolla Khan pretended gratitude

and obedience for the royal favours, in order to avoid farther

trouble from the court, but which he had refolved to ferve no

longer than he found neceffary. When Ferokhfere arrived in Bahar,

he was immediately joined by Syed Houffein Ali Khan, who was

faithfully attached to him, as the fon of his patron Azeem Oofhawn.

The court of Dhely weakly imagined, that Abdoolla Khan would

flop the progrefs of the prince at Allahabad. Firmauns of encou-

ragement, and great promifes, were difpatched to purchafe his

loyalty, inllead of armies to fecure it. While the rebellion was
daily gathering force, the emperor's minifters, divided againfl each

other, were undetermined how to aft. Kokultafh Khan refufed to

take the command of an army, if the ameer al amra remained at

Dhely, pretending that the emperor was not fafe in his hands j and

the latter did not think it proper to quit the court, where, in his

abfence, fuch a dangerous rival mufl pofTefs the whole power.

Jehaundar Shaw did not dare to think, much lefs to fix, whom he

ihoukl entrufl with the command of the army ; for fo great was

his



MOGUL EMPIRE. "^

his fear, that one day, when the daughter of Kokultalh Khan;

prefliming on her familiarity, infifted that her father fliould be.

declared vizier, and the ameer al amra be fent from Dhely, he

replied with terror, " Hold your peace, or ' he will put us all to

" death in an inftant."

At laft it was refolved that ' Aiz ad Dien, eldeft fon of Jehaundar

Shaw, fhould march at the head of an army againft the rebels,

under the tutelage of Khaja HoulTein, Khan Downan, fon-in-iaw

to Kokultafh Khan, a weak man, who never, unlefs in dreams,

had feen a fliot fired. The troops who marched with him did not

amount to fix thoufand, though there were among the officers

many ameers of the higheft rank. On his arrival at Agra, he was

joined by lauts, Rajapootes, and great numbers of other rabble;

alfo many Fojedaurs, who covered ground, but were no better

than droves of cattle to devour provifions ; however, he had witli

him a fine train of artillery. From Agra, Aiz ad Dien marched

without delay to ^ Etavva, and from thence to * Cudjwa, where

Ferokhfere had arrived with the two Syeds, and near feventy thou-

fand horfe and foot, moftly adventurers, who ferved from the hope

of benefiting themfelves by a revolution. ,

The two camps being thus near, on the 29th of Showal, early

in the morning, Syed Abdoolla Khan and others advanced to re-

connoitre the enemy's pofition. This brought on a ficirmifli, and

afterwards a cannonade on both fides, which continued till night,

without much execution j but Khan Dowran, a perfedl ftranger to

' Meaning the ameer al amra. ,-

* Elder brother of the late, and uncle to the prefent emperor. . .

^ A large town on the Jumna, thirty cofs to the eaftward «f Agra.

* A confiderable town in the diftriit of Kora, where Aurungzebe and Sultan Shujah

formerly engaged.

N war.
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war, was much alarmed at the dangers of his new profeflion. He
thought he fhould do the ftate moft fervice by faving the prince

from (as he conceived) inevitable deftrudion. Accordingly, un-

known to his officers, *about midnight he fled with him in a wo-

man's covered pallekee, flopping not till he arrived at Agra, from

whence he difpatched to court accounts of his gallant fervice, and

zealous care of the heir-apparent. The officers of his army, in

the morning, finding their chief had fled, laid afide all thoughts of

refifliance, and each provided for his own fafety. Mofl: went over

to the fervice of Ferokhfere, and the remainder returned precipi-

tately towards Agra. Syed Abdoolla Khan would not allow them

to be purfued, and, what has often perplexed my underfl:anding to

account for, advifed Ferokhfere to halt fome time in the camp of

the fugitives, infl-ead of following his fuccefs with rapidity. The

news of the defeat reaching Dhely, threw the court into fuch con-

fufion, that no other plan was at firfl: refolved on, than to wait the

enemy's approach in the vicinity of the city, and hazard all in one

engagement, as it was expefled time would not allow of more

diftant operations. Accordingly, Rajee Khan was ordered with the

Imperial artillery to ' Feridabad, where ground was chofen for the

general camp, and preparations made for the emperor's march.

As foon as it became known that Ferokhfere had not advanced

beyond the field of battle, Jehaundar Shaw altered his refolution

of remaining at Dhely, and began his march towards Agra. On
his arrival there, the ameer al amra opened the royal treafures,

which had been for ages laid up, dilpofing of money, jewels, plate,

and valuable efFcds, to the amount of two corores of rupees, among
the troops, who now were feventy thoufand horfe, and foot without

number. Moft of them too were veteran foldiers, but little afFefted

* About three cofs from the city.

to
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to the royal caufe, as they had experienced flights in the days of

peace, and knew this profufe bounty to proceed only from the

neceflity of the times. The Imperial army encamped at firft near

the gardens of Dehera ; but, upon intelUgence arriving that

Ferokhfere had advanced to Eatimadpore, near the river, intending

to crofs, it was thought advifable to move along the oppofite bank

to prevent him. Both armies remained a week thus, in fight of

each other j and people of judgment decided, in their own minds,

that viftory would be to that* prince who fhould firfl crofs and

attack his rival.

On the night of the 13th of Zeekaud, intelligence was received A. h. 1124.

that the Syeds had, by a countermarch of twenty miles, gained the ' ' ' '^
^'

ford of Gaow Ghaut, and crofied the river with their advanced

corps and all the artillery j alfo that Ferokhfere, with his whole

army, intended to follow the next day. I was prefent when this

news was brought to the ameer al amra, who, on hearing it, was

vifibly affe6ted and alarmed, as were all the nobility then prefent in

his train. Orders of march were iffued for the next morning, to

meet the enemy, whofe camp was, by the late manoeuvre, removed

ten cofs diftaiit. Jehaundar Shaw moved accordingly, but halted

before he had fight of the enemy, encamping on the broken ground

and hollow ways on the banks of the Jumna. This difpirited the

troops, who judged that their generals had chofen a flrong pofition,

more from fear of a fudden attack, than proper caution and judg-

ment of the ground. The next morning, hov/ever, the Imperial

army continued the march to Secundra, and the day after to Gaow
Ghaut, where the enemy's troops were flill croHing, and Ferokhfere

had not as yet come to this fide. The ameer al amra, with a

number of nobility, advanced in front to reconnoitre the pofition of

the enemy, as did alfo the emperor, when he arrived with the main

army. The Syeds, notwithftanding their inferior force, drew up

N 2 to

" M
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to receive them, but the ameer al amra chofe to defer taking advan-

tage of his prefent fituation, as it was now late in the afternoon,

and the fall of night, during an aftion, would create much confu-

•lion and diforder. With this idea, he chofe to encamp on the banks

of a rivulet which ran between him and the enemy.

Early in the morning of the next day, which began with heavy

clouds and rain, I went to vifit the ameer al amra, who was juft

come from the emperor's tents, and preparing to take fome refrelh-

ment; upon which, I afked my difmiffion, and returned to my
own tents, intending to ileep. By this time the clouds had dif-

perfed, and the fun Ihone very bright. A little after mid-day, I

v^as alarmed by the drums beating to arms, and a confufed noife,

\^hen running to my door, I fav/ the ameer al amra mounting his

elephant with great hafte, and undrefled -, upon which I got ready

my attendants, about forty perfons, and followed him with all

poffible fpeed. Upon my arrival, he was {landing upon elevated

ground, looking round him. I afked what had caufed the alarm,

when he replied, that the enemy were drawing out their line, feem-

ingly with intentions to cannonade. Our troops now haftened to

form, the ameer al amra in front, and upon his right Kokultafli

Khan. In the center flood the emperor, Jehaundar Shaw, attended

by Rajee Khan, with the royal artillery. To the left were the

troops of Mortuzza Khan Bukfhi, and many other amras. The

enemy's army advanced llowly till within reach of cannon-fnot,

when they played upon us with their artillery and rockets, which

were anfwered with great fury by Rajee Khan. Every one knows

that, after an engagement is once begun, it is impolTibie for a

fmgle perfon to fee more of the operations than thofe on the im-

mediate fpot of his own pofl ; how then can I fay, I diftinclly

viewed every change of two lines covering ground of miles in ex-

tent ? An author once read to Aurungzebe a long account of one

of
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of his battles with Dara Shekkoh. The emperor obferved at the

conclufion, that he muft certainly have been upon a high moun-
tain during the engagement, which he had feen fo minutely, as he

himfeif, though commanding the line, and mounted on an elephant,

did not perceive one-third of the particulars he had defcribed. In

fliort, I fhall only relate what I faw. After a cannonade of fome

time, I faw two bodies from the enemy's line charge cur's, one

with a red, and the other with a green flandard. The former was

the corps of Raja Jubbeeleh Ram, and the latter of Syed HouiTein

Ali Khan. Obferving that our right flank was much expofed, I

remarked it to the ameer al amra, who immediately difpatched

orders for Abdul Summud Khan to move with the miftrefs's troops

to that quarter. The firft body of the enemy charged directly on:

Kokultafli Khan, and the other pufliing through the line of our

artillery, which was deferted as it approached, attacked the center^

in which was Jehaundar Shav^'. Our troops fell back upon the

camp, and great confuHon took place, as the men, elephants and

horfes, became entangled among the ropes of tents, carriages and

baggage. Numbers fied, but the ameer al amra remained firm,

and the enemy was kept long at a fland by his gallantly and fleadi-

nefs ; but he was ill-fupported, though Syed HouiTein Ali Khan
fell wounded in the field, and Jubbeeleh Ram was not more fuc-

cefsful in his charge on Kokultafli Khan. It was now about five

o'clock, when affairs were thus doubtful ; but juft then Syed

Abdoolla Khan, with a great body, charged Jehaundar Shaw, who

fcood with his troops, already aiarm.ed, fome diflance in the rear

of the ameer al am.ra. They fcarce waited to be attacked, but

broke their line, and fled in confufion on all fides, while the wo-
men's elephants, thofe of the jewel office and treafury, ran here

and there, carrying diforder along with them. Jehaundar Shaw

haftiiy joined the corps of Kokultafh Khan, and was purfued by

the enemy, who thus forced him between two fires, Ferokhferg

having
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having now come to the afliftanceof Jubbeeleh Ram, who had re-

newed the attack in front. Kokultafli Khan was killed after a

lliort llruggle, his troops difj^erfed, and Jehaiindar Shaw difap-

peared from his elephant. This made the rout general, and only

the ameer al amra kept his ground. When he could hear no tidings

of the emperor, and it became dark, he retired flowly to Shaw

Gunge, near the city, where he remained till midnight, difpatching

meffengers on all fides in fearch of his fovereign, with the hopes,

if he could be found, of rallying the troops, and making one more

effort the next day ; but all in vain. Jehaundar Shaw could not be

found ; ^upon which he thought proper to provide for his own

fafety, and marched away towards Dhely. Thus, in the fpace of

a few hours, was this government deftroyed, and anothei* poffefied

of abfolute authority. The robe of empire graced the auguft per-

fon of Ferckhfere, who founded the joyful march of triumph.

Though I was not in the fervice of any one, and had no enmity

to either party, yet I remained in the field till the ameer al amra had

retired, -when thinking it beft to provide for my own fafety, I

entered the city with about a hundred perfons who fought my pro-

tection, and retired to one of my own gardens, where I enjoyed

perfedt repofe from my fatigues. In the morning, I wrote to Syed

Abdoolla Khan, with whom I was formerly on terms of friendfhip,

•expreffing my defire of leave to vifit him, and be introduced to the

new emperor. He replied to my letter with much kindnefs, and I

paid my compliments to him as he paffed by my dwelling the fol-

lowing day, when he carried me with him to his own houfe. The
-emperor Ferokhfere entered the city the next morning, to pray in

public at the tomb of Akber, on his return from whence I was

allowed to pay him my refpefts. Syed Abdoolla Khan marched

towards Dhely the day after, and chofe to take me with him,

which I did jnot think proper to decline. As yet, it was not cer-

tainly

S*'
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tainly known to what quarter Jehaundar Shaw and the ameer al

amra had fled. Affud ad Dowlah, father to the latter, was in the

command of Dhely, and had in his power the confined princes.

It was apprehended that the ameer al amra would retreat to Dekkan

with his mafter, but he not finding that prince, thought proper to

go to Dhely. Jehaundar Shaw, who had fhaved his beard and

whiikers to prevent being known, arrived a fhort time brfore the

ameer al amra, at the palace of Aflud ad Dowlah. This was foon

known throughout the city ; upon which the friends to the family

of Azeem Oofhawn furrounded the houfe, and demanded the deli-

very of the royal furtive into their charge. Affud ad Dowlah was

obliged to confine him, to fupprefs their clamours. Making a virtue

of neceffity, he wrote a petition to Ferokhfefe, implying, that he

had imprifoned Jehaundar in his own houfe, and waited the Imperial

orders concerning his difpofal. In return, firmauns were difpatehed

applauding his conduft, forgiving all paft offences, and continuing

him in the vizarut, with Syed AbdooUah Khan as his deputy, to

whofe care Jehaundar Shaw was for the prefent to be entrufted.

All thefe gracious affurances fatisfied Affud ad Dowlah, and had

fuch an effeft on the ameer al amra, his fon, that he thought it

Left to remain at Dhely, and wait the emperor's mercy, which he

hoped would fpare his forfeited life and fortune.

When Ferokhfere arrived near Dhely, he commanded Afilid ad

Dowlah and his fon. to be brought into his prefence. They were

both received with the honours due to their high rank ; after which,

the former was allowed to return in fafety to his own houfe, but.

the latter was led to a private tent, and, after a few queftions had.

been alked him, he was flrangled, as a punifhment for his crimes,

and an example to others. His body was afterwards tied with the

head downwards on an elephant, together with that of Jehaundar

Shaw, who had been put to death in prifon, and expofed in the

7 new
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new emperor's traln> when he made his triumphant entry to the

palace ; after which, both bodies were thrown into the ilreet, before

the great mofque, and remained fome days a fpe(5lacle to the mob.

The eltates of the father and fon were confifcated, and their fa-

mily, which liad lilled for above two hundred years the higheft

offices of the ftate, was thus in an inPiant levelled with the duft,

and, like that of ' Bermekee, totally ruined. Some other traitors

were alio punifhed with death, which impreffed the fubject with

rel'pecl for government, and proved that however, for a time^

treafons might be attended with fuccefs, at length the profperity of

the houfe of Timur would be prevalent over all oppofition.

Such is the firft beaming of the heaven-given fortune of his

majcfty, which, by divine bleffing, is afcending to the zenith of

gloiy and renown. Praife be to God, by whofe favour the con-

clufion of my book is aufpi^us ! and mercy upon the chofen of

mankind, Mahummud, his defcendants, his friends and followers,

for evermore ! Amen.

* Known in Europe by the name of Barmecides, as mentioned in the life of Haroon

al Ralheed, in the Hiftory of the CaJiphs.

FINIS.
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PREFACE.

AN the compilation of the following part of my work, I have

ufed chiefly the authority of Perfian manufcripts, a lift of which

is at the end of the volume i and from much converfation

with many principal and well informed natives oa the fubjed:

of their hiftory, I can afTert the received authenticity of the

fads related.

For the account of the fituation of the prefent emperor,

Shaw Aulum, from 1771 to 1779, I owe the chief materials

to my friend Lieutenant Colonel Polier, whofe long refidence

and connexions at the court of Dhely enabled him to obtain

the beft information of public and private tranfadtions.

The Perfic Journal of the cruel proceedings of the unprin-

cipled and inhuman Rhohilla chief, Gholaum Kaudir, was written

by an eye witnefs on the fcene of their perpetration, and tranf-

mitted me by my brother Captain Richard Scott. In this,

and fuch other materials that would bear it, literality as much as

Vol. II. S poffible
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poffible has been obferved; but I will not pretend that the

following pages are wholly tranflations, fome anecdotes having

been inferted from oral information, alfo a few obfervations on

charadters and circumftances, of my own. Thefe it is needlefs

to point out, as the variation of idiom will diflinguifh them

from the parts tranllated.



FEROKHSERE.

When the new emperor Ferokhfere had repofed a few days A. H. 1125.

from his fatigues, and order was reftored in the city of Agra, he A. 0.1713,

began his march towards Dhely, and fhortly after arrived at Khiz-

zerabad, about four miles diftant from that capital. The next

morning 'Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon the ameer al amra came to

pay their reipedts, and were honoured with dreffes and other marks

of the royal favour -, after which the former was difinifled to his

own tents, but the latter commanded to wait. He accordingly re-

mained in the divan with Khaujeh Aflim. In a little time a din-

ner was brought in from the royal table for the ameer al amra,

who at firft refufed to eat, fufpediing poifon ; but on the khaujeh's

offering to partake, his fears fubfided, and he agreed to dine. The
khaujeh now obferving, that it was contrary to the rules of court to

eat in the " divan, propofed moving to a ' fquare ofikreens in the area

S 2 before

» In the Memoirs of Eradut Khan filled Aflud ad Dowlah, alfo one of his

titles.

•> Hall of audience.

' Called in India kanauts. They are made of cotton doth, fometimes flow-

ered, but generally in ftripes of red and white or blue and white, about feven feet

high, and ftrengthened with the bamboo cane, fewed in at' five or fix feet dif-

tance, which prevent their bellying with the wind. The tents of the great

men are always furrounded with them, and make a beautiful appearance. The
royal tents are encircled with fkrecns nine or ten feet high, which are always
plain red, and called ferra perda.
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before it, which they did ; but the ameer al amra had no fooner

entered than the opening was fhut upon him, and Khaujeh Affim

remained without. At the fame inftant two hundred armed men

rufhed into the court and furrounded the fquare.

Half an hour had not elapfed, when AbdooUah Khan, fuperin-

tendant of the khowaufs, or domeftic fervants, came out from the

emperor's apartment, and entering the fkreens, fpoke as follows

to the ameer al amra.

" His majefty commands you to inform him why you ' con-

" fined Kaum Bukhfli inDekkan, and illufed his friends, contrary

" to loyalty and refpedl to the emperor ?" The ameer al amra

unhefitatingly anfwered.

" I confined the prince by the orders of Aulumgeer, his fovereign

*' and mine. Had he commanded me to imprifon my own father,

*' I fhould have readily complied." Abdoollah Khan then with-

drew, but inftantly returning from the emperor, faid.

** You were the general and chief minifter of '' Azim Shaw,

was it adling loyally to defert him in the field, and feek your

own fafety by flight ?" He anfwered.t(

** While he was alive I kept the field, but when he was flain,

" I dared not to oppofe a prince of the blood without a rival of

" equal dignity at the head of our army." Upon this, Abdoollah

Khan

» The prince Kaum Bukhfh was confined at the fiege of Jinjee, a ftrong

fortrefs on the coaft of Ccromandel, being ftrongly fufpeded of a defign of

joining the enemy and rebelling againft his father Aulumgeer, as related in his

reign.

" Fide Memoirs of Eradut Khan for this tranfaflion. The ameer al amra
vas the principal general of Azim Shaw when defeated by his brother Shaw
i^uluiTi.
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Khan returned, but coming back foon, faid, ** What were the cir-

** cumftances of your condud to the martyred prince, his majefly's

** father, Azeem Oofhawn ?"

The ameer al amra anfwered, " He behaved inattentively to

" me, and I then attached myfelf to his brother; but in this did

" no more than other nobles, who each embraced the caufe of the

** prince he befl loved, and from whom he received the greateft

" favours."

Abdoollah Khan then faid, " Why was his majefly's beloved

** brother inhumanly murdered in cool blood, many days after the

** battle, when other princes were allowed to live ?" The ameer

al amra convinced, by this queftion, that no fubmiffions or en-

treaties could fpare his life, angrily exclaimed, ** If I am to die,

** kill me inftantly, nor vex me longer with vain interrogations."

Upon this, Lacheen Beg and other " chelas rufhing upon him,

threw him on the ground j and having ftrangled him with a bow-
ftring, ftamped upon his breaft, and ftabbed him with daggers in

feveral parts of the body. When quite cold, the corpfe was drawn

out with ropes, and caft without the court of the divan, as a

fpeftacle to the populace. His effedts and cftates, with thofe of his

father, were confifcated to the royal ufe.

The day fucceeding this tragedy Ferokhfere marched from

Khizzerabad, and made his public entry into Dhely with imperial

fplendour.

» Every prince of Hindooftan has a band of attendants diftinguifhed by this

appellation. They are fuppofed to be always ready to devote their lives, and

are too often employed rn affaffinations. Tippoo Saheb has a battalion of them,

among whom he has enrolled many of our unfortunate countrymen, whom he

forcibly circumcifed. They are generally captives taken in infancy, or purchafed

flaves educated under the eye of the prince. The jeoghlans in the court of

Conftantinople are of a fimilar defcription.

^33
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fplendour. The heads of the late emperor his uncle, Jehaundar

Shaw, and the ameer al amra, were carried on poles in the caval-

cade ; their bodies hanging feet upwards acrofs an elephant, as

marks of his triumph. The aged minifler Afoph ad Dowlah was

alfo compelled to attend the proceffion, fhabbily drelTed, in a palan-

quin, and accompanied by the ladies of his family, as fpeftators of

their own difgrace. They were afterwards confined in the palace

of Khan Jehaun. Raja Soobeh Chund, dewan to the late ameer al

amra, had his tongue cut out, and his property feized. " Be not

** felf-fecure from the retribution of your anions, for every feed

" fown produceth its kind." Many nobles and dependants of ths-

late emperor were put to death by the bow-ftring and other punifli-

ments. Aiz ad Dien, fon ofJehaundar Shaw, Ali Tibbar, the fon

of Azim Shaw, and Hoomaioon Bukht, younger brother to Ferokh-

fere, were deprived of fight by a red hot uron drawn over their

eyes. Owing to the unjuft flaughter and puniihments inflid;ed on

numbers innocent of crimes, perfons of all ranks w ere feiatd with

horror. The dread of death was fo great, that many nobles pre-

vious to going to court ufed to take leave of their familks, and on

their return home oflfer prayers and alms, as in thankfgiving for

efcape from imminent danger.

Ferokhfere had not long enjoyed the throne, when a jealoiify

arofe between him and the vizier * Koottub al Moolk, which at laft

extended to open contention, and finally occafioned the downfall

of ,the empire and ruin of Hindooftan. The vizier, after the victory

of Agra, had been difpatched to fettle affairs at Dhely, where,

without confulting Ferokhfere, he had difpofed of two principal

offices to his fi-iends ; but the emperor on his arrival wifhed to con-

fer them on other perfons. Koottub al Moolk upon this, obferved,

that if, in the very commencement of his office, his advice fhould

not

a Syed Abdoollah Khan, appointed vizier with the above title, on Ferokhfere's

acceffion. It fignifies, The axis of the ftate.
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not be followed, it would deftroy his credit as vizier ; while Meer
Jumlah, Ferokhfere's private favourite, remarked to him, that how far

foever princes might truft fervants with power, yet they ought to

keep due deference, and not appoint to important ftations without

orders from the prefence. In fhort, though this difpute ended in

the vizier's giving up one of the offices to the emperor's choice,

yet it left mutual hatred in their minds. But the chief caufe of

confufion in affairs, and the confequent difrepute of the vizier, his

brother the " ameer al amra, and all the fyeds of Bareh, was this

;

Ferokhfere had none of the qualities of empire, penetration or con-

dudl. He was of low mind and manners, and poffelTed only an

ill-placed liberality, beftowing extravagant favours on men without

defert and of low rank. Yet generofity is fuch a quality, that,

however profufe, it has its admirers. Perfons eager of gain will

praife it, and it leaves a good name to the poffeffor in this frail world.

Ferokhfere was therefore beloved by the common people ; but, in

fadl, he had not the leaft abihty for fovereign command, or even

the loweft office in a ftate.

135

Meer Jumlah, envious and afpiring, but void of capacity,

fought fuperiority over all the nobility i and having fcattered to the

winds the honour and fortunes of Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon,

accumulated during a century and half, was meditating the de-

ftrudion of the fyeds. He could not fee them the patrons of the

people and guiders ofadminiftration. Koottub al Moolk alfo, being

much addid:ed to women and luxury, Ipught for leifure, and had

entrufted the reins of his authority to his dewan Ruttun Chund,

who had been purveyor to his family j a man, rigid in his idola-

trous faith, but incapable of directing the affairs of the vizarut,

the highefl: office in the empire. From thefe caufes, contentions

daily encreaiing, eventually ruined the imperial authority of the

family

* Syed Houflein Alee Khan, honoured by this title on Ferokhfere's fuccefs

rear Agra,
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family of Timur, which had been eflabHfhed four hundred years,

and the fyeds of Bareh were abufed as traitors to future time. A
world was deflroyed by thefe enmities, and the empire of Hindoo-

ftan irrecoverably difordered.

The emperor and Meer Junilah, with their partizans, had

formed a plan for the feparation of the brothers, which was, to

difpatch one for the punifhment of ^ Maharaja Ajeet Sing Rhatoree,

who, fince the death of Aulumgeer, had been guilty of rebellion,

by deftroying the mofques and eredting idol temples in his zemin-

dary, and, as yet, with impunity, owing to the wars of Shaw

Aulum with his brothers, the infurredions of the fiks, and the

fucceeding broils of the imperial family, from the death of Shaw
Aulum till the prefent time. The ameer al amra, Houflem Alee

Khan, accordingly marched with a confiderable army ; and Ajeet

Sing, fei^ed with dread at his approach, having evacuated the low-

lands, took refuge in the faftneffes of the mountains, with his family

and effeils. Notwithftanding the hints he received from court to

oppofe the ameer al amra, he fent ambafTadors to beg quarter and

forgivenefs of his offences. As at this period the fadiion at court

having raifed the flames of difagreement between the emperor and

the vizier, were confpiring to imprifon him, he wrote repeated

letters to his brother, conjuring him to haften to Dhely. The
ameer al amra therefore, being fearful of delay, received the fub-

miffions of Ajeet Sing, obliged him to pay a large * pefhcufh, to

give a daughter in marriage to Ferokhfere, and fend his fon to court.

After concluding this treaty, he returned to the capital.

Koottub

» The rajas of Rhatore, called alfo Marwar, were of the firft confequence in

Hindooftan; but of late their power has much decreafed, and a great part of

their territory been wrefted from them by the Mharattas.
'' An offering of money, made on talcing poffeffion of an office or lands

from government, alfo as an acknowledgment of fubmiffion on receiving pardon
for ilate offences.
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Koottub al Moolk being vizier, and his brother ameer al amra,

it was difficult to exercife any adl of government, fuch as the con-

ference of honours, lands, or appointment to offices, w^ithout their

approbation, and they vs^iflied nothing to be done contrary to their

pleafure. At the fame time, Meer Jumlah, the confidential minifter

of the emperor, who had publicly lignified that his promife and

fignature were the fame as his own, received applications and

granted petitions, in order to obtain popularity ; but Ruttun Chund,

dewan to the vizier, difpleafed at his interference, refufed obe-

dience to the royal orders through the favourite ; nor indeed would

he forward any perfon's bufinefs without a prefent for himfelf and

his patron. For thefe reafons he was not only hated by Ferokhfere

and Meer Jumlah, but by the people; yet, emboldened by the

fupportofhis mafter, he behaved with great infolence. The bro-

thers were enraged at Meer Jumlah, who on his part reprefented

their condud as difloyal, to the emperor, who was fo much alarm-

ed, that he wifhed to fecure their perfons by ftratagem, and often

tried to efFedl it, but in vain. His plans were betrayed to the

minifters, and only added enmity to enmity and injury to injury.

It is faid, that the mother of Ferokhfere acquainted them with the

defigns of her fon, as' fhe was guarantee to the treaty between

them, when the brothers had firft embraced his caufe againft

Jehaundar Shaw.

^37

The ameer al amra, on his return to Dhely, requefted the

government of Dekkan, intending to leave Daood Khan Punnee as

his deputy in that country, to receive from him a certain yearly fum,

and to remain himfelf at court ; but the emperor and Meer Jumlah
wifhed him to depart. This he declined, fearful of leaving his

brother alone among enemies. The difpute on this point grew fo

high, that the brothers left off attending the court, levied troops,

and fortified themfelves in their palaces ; while Ferokhfere held

councils againft them with Meer Jumlah, Mahummud Ameen Khan,
Vol. II. T and
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atid Khan Dowraun ; but from his irrefolution and cowardice, his

plans were changed day after day, and nothing was determined.

Owing to the rumours of thefe difTentions, bufinefs was at a ftand

in the capital, fo that the neceffaries of life became very dear.

When much time had paiTed in this manner, and mediators

interfered, the emperor's mother went to the houfe of Koottub al

Moolk, and fatisfied his mind, by agreeing that his troops fhould

garrifon the citadel, while he and the ameer al amra vilited her fon.

Accordingly, the brothers came to court, afked pardon for their

offences, and complained of the emperor's fufpicions of their at-

tachment from the inlinuations of intriguing perfons. Taking off

their fwords, they laid them at his feet, faying, " If we are

" guilty, here are our heads, " and there the inftruments ofpunifli-

** ment ; but if, from regard to our fervices, our deaths fhould

" be uneafy to the royal mind, difplace and difmifs us from the

" prefence, that we may gather purity in a pilgrimage to Mecca
** and the holy tombs of our illuftrious * aneeftors. If it is the royal

** will to ufe our fervices, and keep us in the prefence, to Men
" to the calumny of the fadious, and injure and difgrace us, is

" contrary to the pradlice of juft fovereigns and the rules of pru-

" dence." At length affairs were thus adjufted, that Meer Jum-
lah, being promoted to the foubadary of Bahar, fliould be banifhed

the prefence, and the ameer al amra march to Dekkan.

I I

Meer Jumlah was difmiffed to his government in a few days

after the reconciliation. Nizam al Moolk was recalled from Dek-
kan, and Daood Khan ordered from Guzarat to Boorahanpore,

there to wait the commands of the ameer al amra.

After

• The grandfons of Mahummud by his daughter Fatima, the wife of Alee.
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After thefe arrangements, the emperor, who was recovered A. H. 1127.

from a fevere *illnefs, which had- hitherto prevented the celebration ^' ^' ^7H-iS»

of his marriage with the daughter of Maharaja Ajeet Sing, iffued

orders for preparations for that ceremony. The ameer ai amra

conducted the feftivities on the part of the bride, and the marriage

was performed with a fplendour and magnificence, till then unfecn

T 2 among

' It was about this time that the Eafl: India Company obtained their firmaun

of free trade from Ferokhfere. The embafly fint to hira had been fome time

unfuccefsftilly employed, owing to the intrigues of the navob of Bengal, when
an accident ocKafioned a fudden and fortunate conclufion to the negotiation.

Ferokhfere was feized with a diforder which the (kill of his own phyGcians

could not cure, and he was given over by them. Reduced to this extremity,

he was advifed to truft his cafe to Mr. Hamilton, the furgeon to the embafly,

who, by an operation, reftored him to health. During the operation it was

reported, that the emperor had died under the furgeon's hands j and fo great

was the fury of the populace, that they furrounded the houfe of the embafla-

dors, threatening to deftroy them. They were only to be appeafed by Ferokhfere's

{hewing himfelf to them from a balcony of the palace, and afTuring them that

he had received new life from the (kill of Mr. Hamilton. Upoa this the

Engli(h became as much venerated, as they had been before defpifed. Ferokh-

fere conferred great marks of diftindtion on Mr. Hamilton, and promifed to

grant .any favour he chofe to a(k. Mr. Hamilton, inftead of requefting rewards

for himfelf, befought the grant of the Company's requifitions ; which were in-

ftantly complied with, and the fees of office remitted. Upon the return of the

cmbafly, the emperor was very urgent with Mr. Hamilton to remain in his

fervice, vyhich he- declined for the prefent ; but promifed to return, when he

fhould have fettled his affairs at Calcutta. Among the prefents made him by

Ferokhfere, were models of all his furgical inftruments of pure gold. Mr.

Hamilton, foon after his return to Bengal, died of a putrid fever; and the

emperAr, not fatisfied with the account of this event from the governor and

council, fent an officer of rank to Calcutta to examine the truth from the

natives, whofe folemn teftimony and that of the Europeans were taken to the

emperor. 1 had this anecdote from Mr. Haftings, who tellj me, that at his

firft arrival in India there were living witnefles of the circumftances of it, and

Mr. Hamilton's monument was to be feen in the burial ground of Calcutta,

upon which the account of them was engraved. In a Life of Ferokhfere, the

circumftance of his recovery by a European furgeon is mentioned ; alfo the de-

lay of his marriage from illnefs. The Company owe fomething to the memo-

ry of a man who fj nobly preferred their intereft to his own advantage.

. I--:.
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among the princes of Hindooftan. Many pompous infignia were

added to the royal train upon this occafion. The illuminations

rivalled the planets, and feemed to upbraid the faint luftre of the

ftars. High and low fhared the feftivity, and joy thrilled through

the veins of all. The emperor came to the palace of the ameer al

amra, where, the ceremony was performed ; after which, he car-

ried the princefs in the higheft fplendour of imperial pomp to the

citadel, amid the refoundings of mufical inftruments and acclama-

tions of the populace.

The ameer al amra, having affured Ferokhfere, that in cafe of

any breach of the royal promife, or defigns againft his brother

Koottub al Moolk, he would return to Dhely in twenty days,

began his march towards Dekkan. The emperor however had

recalled Daood Khan, the chief of an Afghaun tribe of tried valour,

and pofTeffing great influence and friendlhip with the Mharattas,

from the government of Guzarat to that of Boorahanpore, appar-

ently as deputy to the ameer al amra, but with fecret orders to

oppofe and cut him off. Daood Khan, on his arrival at Boorahan-

pore, began to acS as if independant ; upon which the ameer al

amra fent a meflage to him, that as the government of all Dekkan

had been conferred upon him, it was neceffary he fhould not draw

his foot from the circle of obedience, but come to meet him fub-

miflively, or retire to Dhely. Daood Khan, difregarding this,

pitched his camp under the walls of the city, and called to his

affiilance Neemajee Sindia, a principal Mharatta chief, who had

been taken into the imperial fervice by Shaw Aulum, and enjoyed

the rank of feven thoufand, with feveral dillridts in jaghire in the

vicinity of Aurungabad.

The ameer al amra, when arrived near Boorahanpore, repeated

his admonitions, but in vain, upon which he marched to punifh

him i and Daood Khan, who regarded himfelf as the hero of his

age.
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age, was prepared to receive him. The engagement was very

bloody on both iides. Daood Khan had given orders to his ele-

phant driver to carry him to the ameer al amra, whom he was

ambitious of attacking in perfon ; and notwithftanding his advanced

line, which had charged the artillery of the enemy, was driven

back with great llaughter, he, with many of his chief officers

mounted on elephants, made repeated attempts to break through

the foe. His bravery began to alarm the troops of the ameer al

amra, feveral of whofe principal dependants were killed and

wounded, and among them Meer Mufhriff, the chief officer and

favourite of his mailer, who was wounded by an arrow from Daood

Khan, and thrown from his elephant. At length Daood Khan
approached near the ameer al amra, whofe army, now feized with

a panic, fled on all fides, leaving him with only a few confidential

attendants. At this crifis, a matchlock ball ftruck Daood Khan,

who fell dead on the feat of his elephant -, and the day of his prof-

perity funk into the darknefs of deftru6tion. His followers inftantly

diiperfed, and the ameer al amra founded the trumpets of vidiory,

commanding the body of Daood Khan to be dragged at the tail of

an elephant round the city of Boorahanpore. Neemajee Sindia,

who in the beginning of the a<5lion had retired to a diftance with his

followers, came up to congratulate the vidor, and his troops plun-

dered the fugitives of his late patron. The efi'edls, horfes, and

elephants of Daood Khan were feized by the ameer al amra, who,

fome time afterwards, fent a few of the latter to court.

141

The following circumftance is related. Daood Khan, while

foubadar of Guzarat, had married the daughter of a zemindar of
that province, and (he wag at the time of his death feven months
gone with child. Determined not to furvive her lord, fhe ripped

open her womb, fo as to fave the life of the infant, and died.

When the emperor received intelligence of the vidory gained by
the ameer al amra, he was much aiflidted, and faid to Koottub al

. Moolk,
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Moolk, that fo valiant and celebrated a chief, as Daood Khan, had

been unjuftly llain ; when the vizier obferved, that had his brother

fallen by the hand of the Afghaun, his majefly would have been of

a different opinion.

During this year, by the vv^ell conduced valour ofi Abd al Sum-
mud Khan, Bunda, chief of the fiks, who had pretended to royalty,

and committed great depredations in the province of Lahore, was
taken prifoner, and received the juft reward of his crimes. He
v/as ^ lineally defcended from an adopted fon of Nannuk Shaw, the

founder of the religion of the fiks, in the reign of the emperor

Baber. Nannuk was the fon of a Hindoo grain merchant of the

Kuttree tribe, and being a youth of good capacity and pleafing

manners, engaged the notice of fyed HoulTun, a celebrated dirvefh,

by whofe inflruftions he made great progrefs in learning, and be-

came an admirer of the fyftems of fpeculative and contemplative

divinity of the mufTulmaun devotees. Having felefted fome of their

tenets, he tranllated them into the Punjaubee dialedt, with addi-

tions of his own, and called the compolition Kirrunt, which became

the guide of his difciples, who at lirft formed only a rehgious fe6t,

without laying claim to political confequence. Nannuk left two

fons, but neither of them afTumed the fupremacy of their order,

which was given by eledtion to Angud, one of their father's fol-

lowers, who held it thirteen years. He, having no fon, was fuc-

ceeded by a difciple, who prelided over the order twenty two

years, and though he had fons, he placed Ramdafs, his fon in law,

in the direcftion. Ramdafs lived only feven years, and was fucceeded

by his fon Goorroh Arjun, whofe fon Hir Govind inherited his

dignity. Hir Govind's eldefl fon dying, he was fucceeded by his

grandfon, Hir Roy;^ who after feventeen years left this world, and

was fucceeded by his infant fon Hir Kifhen. He having no ilTue,

his

» This is contradiifled by other writers, who fay he was of obfcure parentage i

but the fiks believe this account of his defcent, or affect to do fo.
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his uncle Teeghe Bahadur, younger fon of Hir Govind, was eledled,

but was put to death as a dangerous heretic in the feventeenth year

of Aulumgeer's reign, he having collected his followers, and levied

contributions from the inhabitants of his neighbourhood, in con-

jundlion with Hafiz Adam, a mulTulmaun devotee, and his votaries.

Some time after the death of Teeghe Bahadur, his fon Goorroh

Govind, having collected his followers, gave them arms and horfes,

which till his time they had never ufed, and began to commit

depredations ; but he was foon obliged to fly, and two of his fons,

being taken prifoners, were put to death. Being defirous of return-

ing to his home, he prevailed on fome Afghauns to condud him,

difguifed as one of their devotees, through the army Rationed at

Sirhind ; and for the remainder of his life kept himfelf retired,

having loft his faculties in grief for his fons. He ordered his dif-

ciples to wear blue, and leave their beards and the hair of their

"heads unfhaved, which they do to this day*. He was fucceeded by

Bunda, one of his followers, who was alfo called Goorroh Govind.

This man obtained great power; and while Shaw Aulum was in

Dekkan againft Kaum Bukhfh, coUefted his followers, to revenge

the death of his predeceflbr's fons. He committed the greateft

cruelties on the mulTulmauns, in every advantage fhewing no

quarter to age or fex, and even ripping up women with child. The
emperor Shaw Aulum found it neceffary to march in perfon againft

him, and he was beiieged in the fortrefs of Loeh Ghur, which

was taken, but Bunda found means to efcape, and raife new infur-

redtions. ,

H3

The

• The fiks admit profelytes from any fe£l. They profefs deifm. Their cere-

ttioniss I am not informed of. They mourn at a birth, and rejoice at death.

It is faid, every profelyte is obliged to drink the water, in which fome fiks

have waflied their feet, mixed with hog's blood ; a horrid abomination to a

pious muffulmaun. Hindoo profelytes drink water, in which a few drops of

a cow's blood have been mingled.
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r The death of Shaw Aulum, the difputes of his Ions, and the

unfettled ftate of Jehaundar Shaw's government, prevented means

being taken for the extirpation of the herefy ; and Bunda, taking

advantage of the diftradlion of the times, acquired an alarming

degree of power. Upon the acceflion of Ferokhfere, Iflaum Khan,

fbubadar of Lahore, was fent againft him, but defeated with great

flaughterj upon which Bazeed Khaun, fojedaur of Sirhind, was

commanded to punifh him, and took the field. He was affaffinated

in his tent, when alone at evening prayers, by a lik, commiflioned

for that purpofe by Bunda, and the murderer efcaped unhurt. Abd
al Summud Khan, governor of Kafhmeer, was now promoted to

the foubadary of Lahore, and fent againft the rebels with a great

army. After many fevere engagements, he forced Bunda to take

refuge in a fortrefs, which was blockaded fo efFedlually, as to cut

off every fupply. The garrifon was reduced to the neceffity of eat-

ing cows, horfes, afles, and other animals forbidden by their laws

;

when at length, having no provifion of any fort left, and being

reduced to the extremity of famine and difeafe, they begged for

quarter. Abd al Summud Khan, having planted a ftandard on the

plain, commanded them to come out and lay their arms under it,

which they did. He then divided the meaner fort among his chiefs,

who cut oiF their heads, and threw their bodies into a river near

the fortrefs. The chiefs and perfons of rank he put in chains, and

placed them upon camels and afles, with caps of paper on their

heads, and proceeded with them to Lahore in this manner, to excite

the derifion and infults of the populace. The mother of Bazeed

Khan, whofe murderer had been rewarded by the liks, and diftin-

guifhed by the title of Tara Sing, upon his being pointed out to her

in the proceffion, threw down a heavy flone from the roof of her

houfe as he pafled, and killed him on the fpot, in revenge for the

death of her fon. After fome days, Bunda and the other captives

were fent to Dhely ; through which he was carried in an iron cage

upon an elephant, drefled in a robe of gold brocade, and upon his

head
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head a red turban, embroidered with gold. Behind him fat a

foldier with a drawn fabre. Preceding him were borne by perfons

mounted on elephants numberlefs heads of his difciples on long poles,

alfo a cat upon a ftaff, to denote that not an animal belonging to

him was fpared from flaughter. After his elephant came, tied two

and two upon camels, feven hundred and forty prifoners, having

each a hand bound to his neck. Upon their heads were fantaftic

caps, and they wore habits of fheep Ikins, with the wool outwards.

The iiks bore the infults of the populace with the greateft iirmnefs,

and fteadily refufed the emperor's offers of life if they would em-

brace the . Mahummedan faith. They were put to death, an hun-

dred each day, on the enfuing feven days. On the eighth, Bunda

and his fon, with their remaining friends, were executed without

the city. They were carried to the place of execution in ridiculous

proceffion. A dagger was put into the hands of the chief, who
was commanded to kill his infant fon ; but refufing, the child was

flain by the executioner, his heart torn out, and forced into the

Other's mouth. Bun^a was then put to death, by the tearing of

his flefh with red hot pincers and other tortures, which he bore

with the greateft conflancy ; and had he not inflidied fimilar cruel-

ties on others, he might be regarded as a martyr to his faith. It

is faid, he made the following reply to Mahummud Ameen Khan,

who had remonftrated with him on his condud: :
" When the lins of

** a people become excefiive, the divine Avenger fends forth among
** them a tyrant, like myfelf, to puniih their crimes; but. when

the meafure of juilice is filled, commits him to the hands of one

more powerful, that he may receive the reward of his actions.

** What are the cruelties and oppreflions of the wicked, if they

" fhew not the rod of the i\lmighty !
" »

.
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' The files now poflefs the provinces of Lahore, Pungjaub, and Moultaun,

with great part of Dhely, and bands of them have more than once made in-

roads on the navob vizier's dominions, but have been as often cafily repelled

by
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A. H.I 1 28. Ferokhfere had levied a body of twenty thoufand horfe, and

A. D. 1715, fettled the pay of each man at * fifty rupees per month, which had

now fallen in arrear a whole year. Many of the officers having

from two to nine hundred men, had ferved, in hopes of procuring

jaghires, without perfonal pay, during this period, at the end of

which orders were iiTued to difinifs them. -At this crifis, alfo, Meer

Jumlah arrived at Dhely from his government of Bahar, where

affairs were in the utmofl confufion, owing to his bad condu(3;.

He had kept up a greater force than he could pay, fo that the

foldiers became mutinous, and committed the greateft outrages and

oppreffions on the inhabitants of the city of Patna, and the diftri<5ts.

Meer Jumlah, dreading a revolt as dangerous to his perfonal fafety,

fled unknown to his followers, and travelling in a covered litter

reached Dhely in fifteen days from Patna. His fudden arrival gave

univerfal credit to reports, which had been prevailing, that Ferokh-

> fere was meditating the imprifonment of the vizier j and though he

was not admitted to the prefence, but received tokens of the royal

difpleafure for quitting his government without orders, and went him-

felf to vifit Koottub al Moolk, whofe mediation he begged with the

humbleft entreaties, his conduct was interpreted as deceitful. The
difcharged cavalry, clamorous for arrears, had furrounded the palaces

of Mahummud Ameen, paymafter. Khan Dowraun, deputy to the

ameer al amra, and Meer Jumlah, which was attributed to the

intrigues of the latter, and an intent of feizing the vizier in the

tumult. Koottub al Moolk being alarmed, colledled his dependants

from

by the approach of our army. They have a tradition among them, from their

founder Nannuk, that their order and power will be deftroyed by white men
from the weft ; and they regard Europeans as the people deftincd to fulfil the

prophecy. Nannuk is faid alfo to have told the emperor Baber, that his de-

fcendants would fill the throne of Dhely for ten generations, and no longer.

If fo, this prophecy may be regarded as nearly verified, Shaw Aulum being the

tenth in defcent ; and it is more than probable, that after him an emperor

will ceafe to be acknowledged in Hindooflan. At prefent he is merely nominal,

» Between five and fix pounds fterling.
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from the neighbouring diftridls^ and during five or fix days the

capital was a fcene of confufion, both the mutineers and the forces

of the vizier being under arms, watching the motions of each other

day and night. At length Meer Jumlah took refuge with Mahum-
mud Ameen Khan, and Ferokhfere, to calm the fufpicions of the

vizier, having removed him from his employments, baniihed him

to Lahore, atid fatisfied the foldiery j but this, as there was no fin-

cerity between the parties, did not put an end to their jealoufies

;

fb that the emperor never went to hunt or made a movement, but

reports arofe that it was to feize Koottub al Moolk, who was

always in alarm, and furrounded by troops for his proteftion.

: In this year died the Navob Afoph ad Dowlah Afllid Khan A. H. 1129.

Bahadur, father to the late ameer al amra, in the ninety fourth lunar ^" ^* *7*^*

year of his age. He was defcended from an illuftrious family of

Turkomauns. His father fled from the oppreflions of Shaw Abbas

of Perfia into Hindooftan, was raifed to high rank by Jehaungeer,

and married the daughter of a near relation to his emprefs Noor

Jehaun. The name of Afoph ad Dowlah was Ibrahim. He was

very early noticed by Shaw Jehaun, who married him to a daughter

of his vizier Afoph Jah, brother to the emprefs above mentioned,

and promoted him to the office of fecond bukhfhi, which he held

till the fifteenth year of Aulumgeer, when he was raifed to the

rank of four thoufand, and a few years afterwards to the office of

vizier, and higheft order of nobility, feven thoufand. He was con-

tinued in employment by Azim Shaw, upon whofe death he was

diftinguifhed by Shaw Aulum, appointed * vaqueel muttulluk, and

his fon made ameer al amra ; but on the acceffion of Ferokhfere

he was difgraced, had his eftates feized, and his fon was put to

death. Since that period, he had lived upon a fcanty penfion in

a fort of confinement, but much refpedied by all ranks. It is

U 2 reported.

* An ofiiccr properly controuHng every department, never created but on great

emergencies. To Afoph ad Dowlah it was a mere nominal honour.
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reported, that Ferokhfere, in his lafl illnefs, fent to alk his pardon

for his treatment of him, and to requefl his advice how to adt to-

wards the fyeds. Afoph ad Dowlah faid, that the emperor had

been led to do wrong by his unlucky deftiny, and when he had

ruined his family, he had deflroyed the pillars of the empire of

Timur ; that as he had entrulled the reins of government to the

fyeds, he ihould feek only their fatisfadion, for diifention could

only render his affairs worfe, and draw down ruin upon his own
head. Afoph ad Dowlah was buried with great funeral pomp,
at the expertfe of the emperor, in a maufoleum, eredted by his

father for the family.

FerokhTere, by the advice of his favourites, had appointed

feveral perfons to offices in Dekkanj but the ameer al amra, re-

garding them as inimical to his authority, kept them unemployed

by various excufes, and filled their places with his own dependants

;

which enraged the emperor, who was treated alfo with the fame

difrefped: by his vizier at Dhely. The dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund,

controuled all the imperial offices, fo as to leave their pofTelTors

only a name. He farmed out in leafe the * royal demefnes to his

own creatures ; and the imperial dewan and Roy Royan, whofe

peculiar employ it was to regulate them, finding it in vain to pleafe

the emperor and his minifters, being diverted of all power, re-

quefted to refign their nominal offices.

Ferokhfere, willing if poffible to regain his authority, recalled

to court Einaiut Oollah Khan, who had been dewan to Aulumgeer,

intending

» Left this expreffion Ihould be mifunderftood, it is fignified, that the pro-

perty of the foil is all in the emperor, and the landholders are removeable at

pleafure ; but they were fuffered to be hereditary, unlefs in cafes of treafon,

rebellion, or defalcation of revenue, except in thofe diftrifts above named demefnes,

which were referved for the private fupport of the royal houfehold, and were
farmed to renters annually, or in leafe.
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intending to reftore him to his former ofEce ; but this nobleman,

fearful of offending the powerful vizier, at firft declined the offer,

nor did Koottub al Moolk, who had experienced his abilities, wifli

for fuch a rival. He was, however, at length perfaaded by Akh'
laafs Khan, his friend, who tried to reconcile th^ jarring interefls,

to confent to the appointment, on a promife that Einaiut OoUah
fhould not propofe any thing to the emperor, or fill inferior offices,

without his knowledge and approbation, and agreed that Ruttun

Chund fhould not interfere in the management of the royal revenue.

As Koottub al Moolk, on account of the difpleafure of Ferokhfere

and his own fondnefs for pleafure, fat but little in the courts of the

vizarut, which occafioned great delay in bufinefs and vexation to

clients, Einaiut Oollah requefted that he would at leaft come once a

day to his office; which he promifed, but foon failed to perform.

149

Einaiut Gollah Khan, notwithftanding his reputed abilities, did

not confult the temper of the times. So very different from thofe

of the reign of Aulumgeer. He obtained the emperor's orders to

revive the "capitation tax upon infidels; which difobliged Raja

Ruttun Chund and all the Hindoos. As many eunuchs, Kafh-

mirians, Hindoos, and perfons of bad charadters, had procured

valuable jaghires, fo as to leave no fubfiftence or rewards for the de-

ferving, he wifhed to coniifcate fome and leffen others, to make
room for them. This regulation interfering with the dependants of

Koottub al Moolk, he was much difpleafed, and all the deputies in

office hated the ftriftnefs of the new dewan. The agreement be-

tween him and the vizier was foon broken, and changed into mutual

oppofition. A dependant of Ruttun Chund, who owed a coniider-

able balance of revenue to government, was confined for the debt

by Einaiut Oollah, who refufed to releafe him at the requefl of his

patron; but the defaulter finding means to make his efcape, took

fhelter

* Thirteen rupees per annum for every two thoufand of property poffeffcd by
the Hindoos. . The lame, blind, and very poor, were excufed.
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flicker in his houfe, and Ruttun Chund would not ^ve him up td

the royal officers. The emperor, enraged at his infolence, com-

manded Koottub al Moolk to difcharge him from his fervice ; but

the vizier would not obey.

Another great caufe of difagreement between the emperor and

Koottub al MoOlk was this : Raja Jey Sing had been difpatched

with a powerftil army to reduce Chooramun, chief of the JaUts,

who had raifed a rebellion in the province of Agraj the rebel,

after a refinance of nearly a year, being reduced to extremity, fent

an agent to Koottub al Moolk, offering to pay him a conliderable

fum of money, a large pefhcufh to the royal trcafury, and to come
and make his fubmiffions at court, if he would procure his pardon

and recall the troops of Jey Sing. The vizier, thinking to pro-

cure a new and ufefiil partizan in Chooramun, obliged Ferokhfere,

much againfl his inclination, to accept the offers. The rebel

accordingly came to Dhely, and was admitted once to the royal

prefence. Raja Jey Sing was greatly difpleafed at the efcape of

Chooramun from his hands, and complained to Ferokhfere of the

indignity fliewn him in return for his fervices. Diiagreeable intel-

ligence alfo arrived from Dekkan, which caufed frefli diffentions at

court, and at length involved the empire in confufion.

When the ameer al amra, after the defeat of Daood Khan, had

proceeded to the capital of Aurungabad, and began to adjufl the

affairs of his government, he found- that Kaundoo Dhearee, who
was eftabliflhed on the part of * Raja Sahoo in the province of

Khandefhe, had erected a chain of fmall forts on the high road

between the port of Surat and the city of Boorahanpore. His Mha-
rattasj'iffuing from thefe ftations, obliged merchants and travellers

to pay a fourth part of their property ; or, in cafe of refiftance,

plundered them of the whole, and confined their perfons till they

received

» "Chief of the Mharattas.
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received a ranfom. The ameer al amra difpatched one of his chiefs,

with four thoufand horfe and as many foot, to expell the Mharattas,

and raze the forts ; but this officer being drawn into an ambuih by

Kaundoo Dhearee, who pretended to fly before him, was defeated

and flaln, with many of his troops, and the remainder were

made prifoners. The ameer al amra rtow fent againft the rebels

Mohukkum Sing, his dewan, and his own brother Syef ad Dien

Ali Khan, governor of Boorahanpore, in great force; upon which

Kaundoo, not chufing to hazard an engagement, retired to his

mafter Raja Sahoo in the fortrefs of Sittarra, but his followers con-

tinued to commit depredations as ufual, cautioully avoiding their

enemy. Mohukkum Sing, unable to bring the Mharattas to a

deciiive action, marched to befiege Sittarra, when he was recalled

by the ameer al amra, who had obtained intelligence of diffentions

ait Dhely, and that the emperor had fent private orders to Raja

Sahoo and all the perfons of authority in Dekkan to oppofe and

diftrefs him. From this caufe, though he was vifited by Mubariz

Khan, foubadar of Ahmedabad, and other imperial officers, yet

he never could properly eflablifh his authority in Beejapore, Hyder-

abad, or the Carnatics.

The emperor Aulumgeer, in a war of twenty five years, had

reduced the two remaining muflulmaun * monarchies ofDekkan, and

taken forty fortrefles from the Mharattas, when Tara Bhay, widow
ofRamrauje, their chief, offered to fubmit, if he would allow her

ten rupees in each hundred from the collections of the country, as

original proprietor of the foil. The emperor, however, either

difdaining to make terms with infidels, or from avarice, refufed this

oifer. Shaw Aulum, his fucceflbr, entered into negotiations for a

treaty with Tara Bhay and Raja Sahoo ; but, owing to difagree-

ments between the two latter concerning the divifion of the allow-

ance, it was never finally adjufted; and upon his return from

Dekkan

15'

Beejapore and Golconda,
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Dekkan the Mharattas demanded the choute, or fourth part of the

revenues, which the fouhahdar Daood Khan agreed to pay them, on

condition that the jaghires of the princes of the blood and his own

fhould be excepted from this tribute; alfo, that his own agent,

Heeramun, fliould fuperintend their colled:ions, and that they;fhould

not plunder or moleft caravans. Thus affairs were tolerably con-

dudled during his government, and, at firfl, in that of his fucceilbr

Nizam al Moolk, which lafted only a year and five months ; but

in the latter part of it the Mharattas renewed their plunders.

The ameer al amra, finding the emperor leagued with the

enemy, and his brother the vizier oppofed at Dhely, thought it

moft prudent to make peace, and bind the Mharattas to his intereft.

He accordingly ratified the conditions granted them by Daood
Khan, with the addition of the allowance of deefmukkee, or ten

rupees in every hundred. It was fettled, that Biihonaut and

Chimnajee fhould refide as agents of Raja Sahoo, with a refpedablc

force, at Aurungabad, to receive the choute, and that they fhould

eflablifh colledtors in the diflricts over the deefmukkee. Thus, for

a time, the calamities of war and its attendant famine, which had

vexed Dekkan for a long feries of years, fubfided, and the people

began to tafle repofe ; but the governors of diflridts and farmers of

revenue were more diflreffed than ever, as they had now three col-

ledtors, one from the prefence, one for the choute, and a third

for the deefmukkee. Ferokhfere was highly enraged at the ameer
al amra for concluding this treaty, but had not the courage to refufe

his affent, or ability to counteract the ufurpations of his minifler,

who directed the affairs of Dekkan as he pieafed, employing none
but his own dependants, and paying no attention to the royal, ap-

pointments, unlefs he was aiTured of the fidelity of the perfons to

himfelf.

About
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About this time Ferokhfere had conferred the government of

Boorahanpore, as deputy to the ameer al amra, upon Jaun NifTar

Khan, an old nobleman of refpedted charadler, and related by

adoption to the minifters, in hopes that he would hearken to his

advice, and become more pbedient to the imperial pleafure. Jaun

NifTar Khan arrived at the Nerbudda with only his common at-

tendants, not chufing to raife troops, left the appearance of them

jfhould excite jealoufy in the ameer al amra, efpecially as Ma-
hummud Ameen Khan had been detached with an army to Malwa,

a province bordering on Dekkan, at the fame time he received his

commiffion. Reports had already fpread at Aurungabad, that the

motive for the march of thefe nobles was the deftrudtion of the

ameer al amra, and had magnified the domeftic train of one into

eight thoufand horfe, as an advanced body to an army under the

latter of fixty thoufand men. The ameer al amra, however, was

foon better informed, by the receipt of letters from Jaun Niflar

Khan, who requefted an efcort of troops to bring him to his pre-

fence, his fmall train being infufficient to protedt him againft a

banditti of Mharattas, who infefted the high road, under Sunta,

a chief, independant of Raja Sahoo. The ameer al amra compUed

with his requeft ; and upon his arrival at Aurungabad treated him
with great refpeft, but delayed fending him to Boorahanpore, not

chufing to truft a frontier ftation to one fent by the emperor.

'53

This year was alfo diftinguifhed by the rapid and extraordinary

exaltation of Mahummud Moraud. This man, by birth a Kafh-

mirian, and native of the fame place as * Sahebeh NifiVaun, mother

to Ferokhfere, was by her introduced to the emperor, whom he

perfuaded that he could eafily efFed: the deftrudtion of the fyeds,

without coming to open war, or caufing confufion in the ftate.

Ferokhfere, gratified by his flatteries, fuddenly promoted him to the

W rank

jlnglice. Chief of women.
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rank of feven thoufand, with fultable jaghires, and the title of
' Rukkun ad Dowlah. He daily conferred upon him the mod ex-

travagant prefents of jewels and money ; alfo the rich bedftead,

fumptuoufly adorned with precious ftones, of the emperor Shavsr

Jehaun. As Rukkun ad Dowlah was a man of infamous charac-

ter, it was fuppofed the emperor was a partner in his vice. By his

counfel, Nizam al Moolk was recalled to court from his govern-

ment of Moraudabad, and Sirbullund Khan from that of Patna,

with great promifes of favour, to join their influence in the deftruc-

tion of the fyeds. Ajeet Sing, raja of Rhatore and father in law to

the emperor, was alfo invited to court for the fame purpofe ; but

immediately upon his arrival, feeing the irrefolution and varying

councils of the cabinet, he thought it fafeil to attach himfelf to

the vizier. Nizam al Moolk and Sirbullund Khan, who exped:ed

the vizarut and ameer al amrafhip, being told by the emperor

that he intended the former office for Rukkun ad Dowlah, refolved

to run no rifque merely to ferve the favourite, ander whom they

efteemed it a difgrace to rank. Upon this, the diftrid: of Moraud-

abad was taken from Nizam al Moolk, and being with additional

lands created into a foubahdary, was conferred on Rukkun ad Dowlah.

Many others of the principal nobility were alfo invited to accomplifh

the ruin of the minifters ; but all, finding that it was only to ag-

grandize a worthlefs minion, refufed compliance. During thefe

cabals, the '' eeed al fitter occurred, when the emperor as ufual

went in ilate, attended by the nobility and troops, to the place of

worfhip without the city ; and it was rumoured, that on this day

the vizier would be taken prifoner or afiaffinated. Koottub al

Moolk attended, but no attempt was made againft him. Jealou-

fies and apprehenfions had now arifen to fuch a height, that he
no longer thought himfelf fafe without his brother, and accord-

ingly

• Pillar of the ftate,

* Feftival on conclufion of the great faft of Ramazan.
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ingly wrote him to haften to Dhely for their mutual fecurity,

as the moft powerful vaflals of the empire were colledied in the

capital, and Ferokhfere was daily planning fchemes for their

deftrudtion.

, The ameer al amra, enraged by the intelligence from his

brother, refolved to march to his affiitance, and by a decifive blow

to deftroy the power of their enemies. He had already, in order

to alarm Ferokhfere, received with great pomp and ceremony

from Raja Sahoo, a youth called Moien ad Dien, faid to be a

Ion of ' Sultan Akber, and had requefted leave to come to court,

as the air of Dekkan was unfavourable to his health. Ferokhfere

was now filled with dread, and attempted a reconciliation with

the vizier ; who, in order to gain time for the arrival of his brother,

took a fi-elh oath of fidelity, as did the emperor of regard and

attachment ; but there was no fincerity on either fide. Akhlaafs

Khan was difpatched to affure the ameer al amra of the emperor's

regard, and prevail upon him to remain in Dekkan. Koottub al

Moolk employed himfelf in attaching to his intereft, or at leafl

to ftand neuter, the few confequential nobility, who had not joined

his party, and he fucceeded. Nizam al Moolk was promifed the

government of Malwa, and Sirbullund Khan that of Cabul. Ma-
hummud Ameen PQian and Khan Dowraun were alfo drawn over ;

fo that Ferokhfere had now no perfbn of real confequence or ability

attached to him, but Maharaja Jey Sing. He advifed the emperor

to take the field, and truft his caufe to the afFedlion of his troops,

who would be animated to their duty by feeing their fovereign at

their head, and defert the minifter, but in vain. Ferokhfere,

cowardly, and infatuated, would not quit the walls of his palace,

where he continued ; at one time laying fchemes for the alTaflina-

W 2 tion

^55

• Fourth fon of Aurungzebe.
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tion of the brothers, and at another, on their difcovery, making
abjed: fubmiffions, and imploring forgivenefs ; every effort at

freedom concluding in greater reftridiions upon his authority, and

hazard to his perfon.

The ameer al amra having placed his own garrifons in fuch

fortreffes of Dekkan as he chofe to retain, and given up the re-

mainder to the Mharattas, as the price of their friendihip, began

his march, with an army of above thirty thoufand horfe, ten

thoufand of v^^hom were Mharattas. Near the fort of * Mando,

he was met by Akhlaafs Khan, who had been fent from Dhely

by the emperor to alTure him of his regard, and to prevail on him
to return to Dekkan i but this agent was fecretly a Ipy of the

vizier's. Inftead of performing the royal commiffion, he repre-

fented the reconciliation of Ferokhfere as pretended, magnified

the dangerous influence of Rukkun ad Dowlah, and fet forth the

danger the vizier was in from fo many of the principal nobility at

Dhely with troops, particularly Nizam al Moolk, SirbuUund Khan,

Mahummud Ameen Khan, and Maharaja Jey Sing, who would

certainly fupport the emperor, fhould he but confent to withdraw

his favour from Rukkun ad Dowlah. The ameer al amra continued

his march, and upon his arrival at Oojein received advice, that

the emperor, alarmed at his approach, had paid a vifit to Koottub

al Moolk, honoured him by placing his turban upon his head,

and that the moft facred oaths of friendfhip had been taken be-

tween them ; that on the following day the vizier, with Maharaja

Ajeet Sing, had gone to court, where the proteftations of fidelity

and favour were renewed ; and Ferokhfere had fignified in full

affembly to Rukkun ad Dowlah and his dependants, that he

would henceforth exclude all jealoufies of the minifters from his

heart. The ameer al amra, on hearing this news, faid in public

durbar

Once the capital of Malwa, now in ruins. It belongs to the Mharattas.
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durbar with a loud voice, that if the emperor had fmcerely no
enmity againft him, and fliould receive him, with real favour, he
would on his part form no plans but of loyalty and attachment,

and would, after receiving audience and delivering up his royal

prifoner, return to his government. He was not however fincere

in his declarations, for it has been heard from the mouths of his

intimates, that, immediately after, he told them in private, that

he was convinced the emperor would ruin his family, fliould he

ever have it in his power, and their only fecurity was in his de-

thronement. He proceeded on his march, and at the dittance of

about four days from the capital was met by many of the principal

nobility, and his brother's dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund, who re-

lated to him exaggerated accounts of the condud: of Ferokhfere

and his favourites 3 which enraged him fo much, that he fliewed

open contempt to Zuffir Khan and others, who had been fent

from the emperor to compliment and afTure him of the royal

favour. At length they encamped clofe to Dhely, near the minaret

of Ferofe Shaw, and, contrary to the » rules of etiquette, com-
manded his band of mulic to play on his entering his tents,

faying, that he no longer confidered himfelf as a fervant of the

emperor, and would not regard the royal ceremonials.

Ferokhfere, upon intelligence, of fuch a mark of difrefpecfl,

was overwhelmed with dread, and at a lofs how to ad:. At one

time he refolved to exert his authority, and take the field, to

punifli the rebel -, but his fears foon returned, and he had recourfe

to mediation and entreaty. Maharaja Jey Sing now again ad-

vifed him to leave the palace, and encamp j aiTuring him, that

he would inltantly be joined by the imperial fervants, who would

double

^S7

* Agreeably to the ceremonial, no perfon is allowed, without permiffionj

to ufe the band or nobut within twenty four miles of the royal refidence.
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double the force of the brothers in number, and punifh their

infolence ; that it was moll probable their own followers would

defert them, ihould they fee his majefty refolved, and join the

imperial ftandard, when the minifters muft fubmit to his pleafure,

or fly. Ferokhfere would not be roufed to ailion. He now de-

termined to give himfelf up to the mercy of the vizier and ameer

al amra, and even commanded all the nobility to receive their

orders, and a(fl as they directed. At length he received a meflage

from Koottub al Moolk, that if he would difmifs Jey Sing from

court, and confer the offices immediately about the royal perfon,

fuch as the command of the palace artillery, the dire<ftion of the

halls of audience, and intendancy of the domeftics, on their de-

pendants, and admit a guard. of their troops into the citadel, he

and his brother would come and pay their obeifance with readinefs

and loyalty. Ferokhfere in reply, afTured them that he would

confer the above offices on Koottub al Moolk and other fyeds, and

receive their vilit on the feftival of the * noroze, which would be-

gin in a few days. Jey Sing, having received, the royal orders ta

quit Dhely without delay, retired to his zemindary of Ambere, un-

able to affifl his wretched fovereign.

A. D. 1719. The unhappy Ferokhfere having confented to the demands

of the fyeds, on the eighth of February their troops were admit-

ted into the palace, and the royal guards withdrawn ; when
Koottub al Moolk with Maharaja Ajeet Sing entered, and port-

ed their dependants where they thought proper, to prevent

treachery. None of the imperial fervants, but Rukkun ad Dow-
lah, Imteauz Khan, Rooihun ad Dowlah, and a few domeftics

and

• Firft day of the PerGan folar year, which is obferved as a high feflival.

The emperor is weighed in a fcale againft fomewhat of every fort, from jewels

and gold to the moft common neceflaries of life, which are diftributed to the

poor.



PEROKHSERE.

and eunuchs, were allovved to remain with the emperor. The
ameer al amra, in princely fplendour and parade, attended by
his army, marched through the city, and entered the palace

towards evening, his troops remaining under arms without, to

prevent diforders in the avenues. He was received with the

greateft diftindion by the emperor, who fhed tears, and placed
his own turban upon his head ; conferring upon him alfo, all

the jewels he had upon his drefs ; but the ameer al amra
behaved haughtily, refufed part of the gifts, and having up-
braided his majefty with ingratitude and want of confidence

in himfelf and his brother, who had been the inilruments of
his exaltation to the throne, took his leave in an hafty man-
ner, neglefting the cuftomary ceremonial of reipedt at his depar-

ture, and returned to his camp. At the fame time the vizier,

with his followers, left the palace, and the royal guards were

readmitted to their ftations.
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Ferokhfere, though thus difrefpedlfuUy treated by his minifters,

who, it was eafy to perceive, were not now to be controuled, or

reconciled to his authority by his condefcenfions, took no means

to protedt his perfon. It is probable, he thought the brothers

would be contented with the powers of government, and leave

him the name and pageantry of emperor, and that he had refolved

to ftruggle no longer for greater privileges of royalty. Seven days

palTed after the interview. On the evening of the feventh, he

lignified his intentions to hunt in the vicinity of Dhely the follow-

ing morning, but laid afide his defign on the receipt of a meflage

from Koottub al Moolk, that the ameer al amra had fixed on the

next, as a lucky day, to deliver up the captive prince he had

brought from Dekkan, and to receive his audience of difmiffion

to his government. It has been faid, the brothers had information

that Ferokhfere's wifh to hunt was only a pretence to favour his

efcape
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efcape from their hands, and that he had refolved to fly to Ma-
haraja Jey Sing; but tliis does not appear probable, as he had

fuffered fo many days to elapfe without attempting to quit the

palace, which he could have more eafily eiFedled in difguife, and

unattended, than with his ufual fuite and cumbrous train of majefty.

On the morning of the £xteenth of February, Koottub al

Moolk, attended by Maharaja Ajeet Sing, fome confidential de-

pendants and guards, came to the citadel, and were allowed as

before to difmifs the royal garrifon, and fupply their polls with their

own. The ameer al amra then difpatched his troops to occupy the

avenues to the palace, and about three in the afternoon came in

great pomp through the city, carrying in his train, upon an ele-

phant in a covered * ambaree, the pretended captive prince -, but

he did not proceed to the palace, alighting at the pavilion of

Shaifteh Khan, fome diftance from it, where he remained. The
vizier and Ajeet Sing now introduced themfelves to the emperor, and
demanded certain conceffions and appointments for themfelves and

friends. Koottub al Moolk in angry terms fet forth, that in return

for the fervices performed by himfelf and his brother, they had

met with only ill-founded jealoufies, and treacherous attempts upon

their lives ; of which the royal orders to Daood Khan and others

to oppofe them were clear proofs ; that they could not any longer

fubmit to his authority, unlefs they had fecurity for their perfonal

fafety, by all the offices of the palace being committed to the hands

of their own friends, upon which they mufl: infill. Ferokhlere,

notwithllanding he faw himfelf entirely in the power of his enemies,

defired they would wait till the approaching feflival, when their

requeils fhould be complied with; which the vizier refufed, and

Rukkun ad Dowlah atten:pting to pacify his anger, was ordered in

opprobrious terms to quit the citadel. This he did in the greatefl

confufion, and was conveyed to his own houfe in the palanquin of

Imteauz
» A canopied feat.
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Imteauz Khan, not ufing his own, through fear of being moleft-

ed by the troops, Ferokhfere now retreated to the apartments

of the women, which he hoped would not be violated by the

rebels. Night was advanced, and day, like the fallen flarofthe

emperor, funk in darknefs. The gates of the citadel were clofed

upon his friends. The vizier and Ajeet Sing remained within.

This night was dreadful to the inhabitants of the city. No one

knew what was pafling in the palace, and the troops of the ' ameer

al amra, with ten thoufand Mharattas, remained under arms. Early

in the morning, a rumour took place that the vizier had been

killed by Ajeet Sing, who had refolved to protedt the emperor,

his fon in law; upon which feveral noblemen prepared to rife

againft the ameer al amra. By this time a quarrel had happened

between fome foldiers of Khan Dowraun and a party of Mharattas,

and while they were engaged, the train ofMahummud Ameen Khan,

who was coming to vifit the ameer al amra, appearing, was miftaken

by the Mharattas for an enemy, which flruck them with a panic,

and they endeavoured to fly out of the city. The populace at-

tacked them, and killed about fifteen hundred, with three chiefs

of note. So great was their fright, that numbers quitted their

horfes, and fought fhelter in houfes, where they were plundered.

Mahummud Ameen Khan repaired to the ameer al amra, and ex-

culpated himfelf from caufing this diforder. Ghazee ad Dien Khan,

Sadaut Khan, his fons, and other nobles, had now drawn out their

dependants againft the rebels in one quarter of the city, and in

another, Munnower Azaree had collected five thoufand men for

the fame purpofe ; Rukkun ad Dowlah and other amras were alfo

ready with their troops in another part. The friends of the ameer

al amra, alarmed at the rumour of his brother's death, and the

flight of the Mharattas, were in a wavering ftate, and ready to

make their efcape, when their courage was revived by intelligence of

the vizier's fafety. This was foon fpread abroad, and the emperor's

Vol. II. X fervants

l6i
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fervants were difperfed with little bloodflied or refiftance. It was

now confirmed that Ferokhfere had been taken prifoner ; and the

» nobut announced to the people from the walls of the citadel, the

acceffion of Ruffeh al Dirjaut to the throne, which appeafed the

tumult, and order was in great meafure reftored. Many houfes

however were plundered, and the royal ftables burned, during the

diilurbance.

It is faid, that Koottub al Moolk repeatedly requefted Ferokh-

fere to quit the private apartments, and defigned to leave him in

poffeffion of the throne, if he would confent to certain reftriftions j

but the emperor would not trull his perfon from the haram.

While arguments were carrying on between him and the vizier,

the tumult began without the city, and Koottub al Moolk receiv-

ed information from his brother, that no time was to be loft, as

there was danger of a general revolt of their friends and the

people. Reduced to extremity, he commanded fome Afghauns

to force the doors, under the condud: of his brother Nudjum ad

Dien, who having effedled it, though bravely refifted by the

Georgian, Ethiopian, and Turkifh women-attendants, entered the

ladies' apartments. After much fearch, he found the emperor,

furrounded by his mother, wife, daughter, and other princeffes,

who entreated for his fafety^ but, at fuch a time, in vain. He
was forced from among them in the moft injurious manner, and

immediately confined in a dark chamber, over one of the gates of
the palace. Ruffeh al Dirjaut, the fon of Ruffeh al Kudder,

youngeft fon of Shaw Aulum, was then taken from among the

confined princes, and feated on the throne, with the title of "Abou
Berkaut Shumfe ad Dien Mahummud. His accelTion was an-

nounced

» Band of Mufic.

* Son of divine favour, Sun of the religion of Mahummud.
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nounced by the found of the nobut and firing of cannon, and in a

few hours order and quiet were reftored to the capital. Excluding

the reign of Jehaundar Shaw, which by fome is added to that of

Ferokhfere, he fat on the throne of Hindooftan fix years, four

months, and a few days, according to lunar computation.

X2 ABOU
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ABOU BERKAUT RUFFEH AL DIRJAUT.

Upon the acceffion of the new emperor, who was yet in his

minority, it was agreed, that Koottub al Moolk fhould relide in

the palace ; which he filled with his own dependants and relations,

removing even the eunuchs and other domeflicks for thofe of his

own choice. At the firft public divan a firmaun was iflued, at

the requeft of Maharaja Ajeet Sing and Ruttun Chund, to annul

the capitation tax on unbelievers, and orders were fent to the dif-

ferent provinces confirming the governors and officers in poffeffion

of their pofi:s- Rukkun ad Dowlah was put under ftridt confine-

ment, his fortune confifcated, and proclamation made for the dif-

covery of his efFedts, as it was fuppofed he had fecreted great

fums and valuable jewels given him by Ferokhfere among his

friends. Severe tortures were alfo inflidted upon his perfon, to

compel a difclofure of his wealth. The jaghires and property of
all the dependants of the late emperor were feized, excepting thofe

of the ranny his queen, daughter to Ajeet Sing, at whofe requeft

they were fpared, and fhe was allowed to return to her father.

The * walla Ihawee munfubdars and cavalry, many of whom had
ferved long without pay in hope of obtaining jaghires, and thofe

who had an allowance but were greatly in arrears, were dilbanded

without receiving any part ; and orders ifliied, that fuch of them
as chofe it, might enter the fervice of the ameer al amra, at fifty

rupees per month for each horfeman. Mahummud Ameen Khan
was

' A corps raifed before Ferokhfere's acceffion to the empire, by that prince.
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was appointed fecond, and Muzzuffir Khan third bukhftii. Though
Nizam al Moolk, regarding the uncertainty of the times, wifhed

to retire, he was prevailed upon to accept the foubahdary ofMalwa.

SirbuUund Khan, who had marched towards Cabul, but had halted

about thirty miles from Dhely to watch the turn of events, was

recalled to court, and received a frefh inveftiture in his govern-

ment; after which he proceeded. Mahummud Reza was made
chief cauzee, and Ameer Khan, an old nobleman of Aulumgeer's

reign, appointed * fuddur al fuddoor ; but all the affairs of revenue

and juflice were in fadt only the deputies of Raja Ruttun Chund.

No alteration was made in the arrangements of the provinces, left

it fhould occafion difcontent and confufion, of which little had yet

occurred at any diftance from the capital.

The death of Ferokhfere is related in two different modes,

both of which fhall be given, leaving the truth or falfehood on their

authors.

It has been confidently faid by many credible perfbns, that the

brothers, without inflidling any perfonal injury, committed him to

the care of,an Afghaun officer in a gateway of the palace. Ferokh-

fere one night left his chamber, while his keeper was afleep, in-

tending to let himfelf down from the battlements of the citadel,

by his turban and veftband j but was foon difcovered by the wary
Afghaun, who forced him with blows from the terrace ; which
difgrace fo affed:ed the unhappy prince, that he beat his head with
fuch force againft the walls of his prifon as to fradure his fkull,

and he died immediately.
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- Mahummud Afhum relates the following account, which is

given in his own words,

« The

• An office fomewhat fimilar to chief juftice. The iotendancy of charity lands,

and penfions to the learned and religious, were aifo under its controul.
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" The wretched emperor was confined nearly two months in

a dark chamber, enduring various calamities. A hot iron was

drawn over his eyes, but it did not wholly deftroy his fight.

Still anxious for liberty, he fent repeated meflages to the fyeds,

begging mercy and reftoration to his throne ; off^ering to adl in

all affairs agreeably to their pleafure. Sometimes he flattered

his keeper, Abdoolla Khan Afghaun, promifing him the greateft

rewards if he would condudt him to Maharaja Jey Sing ; of

which the Afghaun informing his employers, they became fear-

ful of his efcape, and refolved upon his death. Poifon was

twice mingled in his viduals without eifed: ; but being adminif-

tered a third time, he was thrown Lito violent agonies, and

continued long in torture. During his pangs he invoked curfes

on his murderers, and called on God, whofe name had witneiTed

the treaty he had made with them, to avenge his caufe by in-

flant punifhment. The brothers, upon this, ordered his death

to be haftened with the bow-ftring, but it was with difficulty the

executioners could place it round his neck, as he feized it with

his hands, and they were obliged to beat them with clubs, fo

that he was put to great pain before he expired. It was re-

ported, that he was alfo mangled with fabres ; but the author

has heard this contradided by the executioners themfelves, who

related the above particulars to him with tears of compundtion.

The evening of the day following, the body was carried for in-

terment to the tomb of * Hoomaioon. The populace attended

the procefiion in crowds, curfing the fyeds, and lamenting

Ferokhfere, who was much beloved by the meaner fort for his

great charities towards them. They infulted the officers who

conducted the funeral by abufive words, pelting them with flones

and filth J nor would any one receive from them the alms

offered as ufual on fuch occafions. On the third day after the

burial, all the poor of the city repaired to the terrace on which
«* the

» Father of the emperor Akber.
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the corpfe had been waflied, to renew their mournings; and

having fubfcribed to procure * molowees and buy " viduals, con-

tinued lamenting and praying all night till the dawn of morn-
** ing." Thus far fays Mahummud Aflium. But furely the divine

vengeance was fhewn in the misfortunes and death of Ferokh-

fere, for he had inflidied thofe cruelties on others which he now
tafted of himfelf. As for the fyeds they fhortly alfo received re-

tribution for their actions.
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The brothers, now poffefled of abfblute authority and the im-

perial treafures, aded as they thought proper. They divided

money, jewels, elephants, horfes, and rich plate between them;

and Koottub al Moolk, who was much addided to women, feized

feveral ladies of the royal haram for his own ufe. The new
emperor was but a child, and no more than a pageant ; but he

did not long furvive his exaltation, dying of a confumption, after

a nominal reign of four months and a few days ; being fucceeded

by his younger brother Ruffeh ad Dowlah.

RUFFEH

» Profeflbrs of divinity, or teacher's.

•» At the fateah, or third day after the interment of a corpfe, the relations

and friends of the deceafed meet to pray for the repofe of the foul, when
vidtuals are diftributed to all comers and the poor. This ceremony is alfo

renewed every anniverfary of the death.
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•RUFFEH AD DOWLAH.

a re-Immediately on the acccffion of RufFeh ad Dowlah,

bellion broke out at Agra. The governor of this citadel, willing

to take advantage of the troubles of the flate, fupported by his

garrifon and fome munfubdars of the province, proclaimed as em-
peror fultan Nekoofeer, fon of Akber, youngeft fon of Aulumgeer,

hoping that he fhould fpeedily be joined by Maharaja Jey Sing,

and other nobles inimical to the fyeds. The brothers, upon re-

ceiving intelligence of this commotion, marched with Ruffeh ad

Dowlah from Dhely without delay, and reached Agra before the

governor could receive any important affiftance. He held out the

citadel for fome days, in hopes of fuccour ; but, finding that a

plot was laid by his own troops to deliver him up to his enemy,

he put himfelf to death, and the place was given up to the minif-

ters, who punifhed a few of the officers with death, and remanded

Nekoofeer to his confinement. Soon after this, Ruffeh ad Dowlah
was taken ill, and being paft hopes of recovery, Nudjum Ali

Khan was difpatched to Dhely to bring down one of the confined

princes to fucceed him. He fixed upon Roolhun Akhter, the fon

of Jehaun Shaw, fon of Shaw Aulum, eldeft furviving fon of Au-

rungzebe, who, with his mother, had been confined fince the

death of his father and acceffion of Jehaundar Shaw. Ruffeh

ad

Dignifier of the ftate.
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ad Dowlah died before his arrival, after a reign of only three

months. This event was kept fecret for fome days in the camp,

to prevent diforder, till the arrival of "Roofhun Akhter; vv^hen

the royal corpfe was fent in great funeral pomp to Dhely, where

it was interred in the maufoleum of Koottub ad Dien, near his

brother and predecelTor Abou Berkaut.
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MAHUMMUD SHAW.
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JKOOSHUN Akhter arrived in the camp at Futtehpore on the

A. D. 1720, eleventh of Zeekaud; and on the fifteenth of the fame month,

about eight in the morning, being the feledted fortunate hour,

added fplendour to the throne of Hindooftan by his aufpicious

acceffion. He took the title of "Abou Futteh Naffir ad Dien

Mahummud Shaw. He was at this time in his feventeenth year.

Navob Koodfia, his mother, followed him from Dhely, and being

a woman of great judgment and good fenfe, did not negledt a

regard to the circumftances of the times, but devoted her attention

to acquire the confidence of the brothers in all afiairs. The de-

pendants of her late hulband Jehaun Shaw would have gone to

meet her, but fhe forbad them, and commanded that no one

fhould approach the door of her apartments to prefent offerings,

being refolved to remove every caufe of jealoufy from the lyeds.

• Fifteen thoufand rupees per menfem were allotted for the expenfes

of her houfehold. The emperor was furrounded by the depend-

ants of the vizier and ameer al amra, without whofe afifent he did

not even move from the camp to take the air ; and by the inftruc-

tion of his mother, he iludied wholly the pleafure of his minifters,

who condudted the affairs of the empire with abfolute fway.

As the brothers were not fatisfied with the condudl of Jub-

beleh Ram Naggir, governor of Aleabad, who had fhewn them

difrefpedt,
" Father of vidory, champion of religion.

^ About fifteen hundred pounds fterling.
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difrefped, the ameer al amra prepared to march to that quarter, but

fuddenly received intelHgence of his death, upon which he impru-

dently obferved. It was to be regretted that his head had not

been feen by the people on the point of a fpear. This fpeech

coming to the ears of Gheerdhir, nephew to the deceafed, he re-

folved not to fubmit to the authority of the fyeds, collefted troops,

and affumed independance. in his province. Upon this, the ameer

al amra moved the royal camp towards Agra, ordered a bridge of

boats to be thrown over the Jumna, and, giving out that he fhould

foon follow with the emperor, detached fome troops againft the

rebel. About this time Meer Jumlah was appointed fuddur al

fuddoorj but the powers of this office, as of every other, were

controuled by Ruttun Chund ; infomuch that he even conftituted

the judges of the Mahummedan law in the provinces. It is faid,

that one day, taking fome perfons to be introduced as cauzees to

Koottub al Moolk, the vizier, laughing, obferved, that he ap-

pointed mulTulmaun divines, though a Hindoo ; upon which one

of his companions wittily remarked, that the raja, having hap-

pily fettled his temporal concerns, had turned his attention to

fjpiritual affairs.

Gheerdhir, alarmed at the threatened march of the ameer al

amra, fent petitions to court, offering to evacuate the fort of Ale-

abad, if the minillers would fend Raja Ruttun Chund to afTure

him of their friendfhip, and appoint him to another government.

His requeft was complied with, and the foubahdary of Oude was

conferred upon him, with promotion to a higher rank. This in-

dulgence was confidered as a proof of weaknefs in the miniflers

by the provincial governors, who now began to relax in their obe-

dience. It was alfo rumoured abroad, that the brothers had dif-

fered concerning the divifion of plunder in the citadel of Agra,

which occafioned miflrufl and jealoufy among their dependants.
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Nizam al Moolk, who had been appointed foubahdar of Malwa,

had by his vigour and abilities reftored that province to a flourifhing

fituationi but the reputation he acquired rendered him an obje<3:

of jealoufy to the brothers, wrho wiihed to remove him to another

quarter, lefs favourable to his intereft than the frontier of Dekkan,

where he had great influence with the Mharattas. They offered

him the choice of four other foubahs, under pretence that the

ameer al amra wifhed to reiide in Malwa, as from its vicinity he

could better watch the affairs of his government of Dekkan; but

Nizam al Moolk, not wifhing to quit his poft, excufed himfelf,

and prepared to refift the demand by adding to his force. It is

faid alio, that he had the boldnefs to conclude a letter to the vizier

with this verfe :
** I am not ungrateful, I can fwear with truth j

" I am not like you, I can fwear with truth." Upon reading this,

the fyeds were enraged, and fending for the agent of Nizam al

Moolk, imprudently treated him with infult, and fpoke of his

employer in opprobrious language.

Nizam al Moolk, upon information of the behaviour of the fyeds,

refolved to throw off his obedience to their authority, and feek an

independant power in Dekkan. To this he looked with greater

hopes of fuccefs, as Mahummud Ameen, and other Tooraunee

nobles at court, had affured him they were weary of the pride and

haughtinefs of the ufurpers, and would try every means to ruin

them, which would ealily be effeded if they could be feparated,

and moil: probably his invading Dekkan would draw the ameer al

amra to that quarter. They fent him alfo a private note from

the emperor, expreffing his encouragement of any plan to extricate

him from the hands of the vizier and ameer al amra, and appoint-

ing him to the nizamut of all Dekkan. Nizam al Moolk began

his march from Malwa, and intelligence of it foon reached the

A. D. 1720. brothers, who difpatched Dillawef Ali Khan at the head of a con-

fiderable army in purfuit. About this time advices were received

of

\ ;
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of the fuccefs of Abd al Summud Khan, foubahdar of Lahore,

againft the rebellious Afghauns, who had raifed a dangerous infur-

re(ftion in that province.

Nizam al Moolk, having crofled the Nerbudda, prevailed on

the governor of * Afere to put him in pofTeilion of that very im-

portant fortrefs, for a large fum of money j and he w^as equally for-

tunate in obtaining the citadel of Boorahanpore on the fame terms.

He was alfo joined by his relation Eiwuz Khan, foubahdar of Berar,

a general of reputation, and his vs^hole army. Runna, a Mha-
ratta chief inimical to Raja Sahoo, entered his fervice with two

thoufand horfe, and many zemindars flocked to his ftandard; as

did alfo Anwer Khan, governor of Boorahanpore. At this time the

mother of Syef ad Dien IChan, a near relation of the ameer al amra,

who was on the road to Boorahanpore, fearful of ill ufage, fent

her jewels to Nizam al Moolk, who would not accept them j but

treated her meffenger refpedfuUy, and gave her an efcort of two

hundred horfe to condudt her to the army of Dillawer Ali Khan ;

which adion procured him great credit. The ameer al amra,

receiving advice of his rapid progrefs, prepared to march in perfon

againft him, though Raja Ruttun Chund and other friends advifed

peace, and that he ftiould yield the foubahdary of Dekkan to him,

as a favour from the emperor. About this time advice arrived of

a dangerous tumult having happened in Kafhmeer, between the

muffulmauns and Hindoos, owing to fome religious difputes, in

which the greateft cruelties were committed on both fides.

This difagreeable intelligence was quickly followed by fome,

ftill more unwelcome to the brothers, of the defeat and death of

Dillawer Ali Khan, with little lofs to Nizam al Moolk, who was

marching rapidly towards Aurungabad. Koottub al Moolk and

the
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* Once the capital of the kingdom of Khandefhe, reduced by Akber.

now in pofleffion of Sindia, a Mharatta chief.

It is



mm

74

i i

^1

AURUNGZEBE's SUCCESSORS.

the ameer al amra now became irrefolute, and diftraded in their

councils ; one time giving out that they would both march with the

emperor to Dekkan -, at another, refolving to offer terms j and then

ao-ain determined on war. 'The ameer al amra would have taken off

Mahummud Ameen Khan, whom he fufpe(fbed of treachery, but

this the vizier would not allow. Amid thefe alarms, on Friday

the twenty fecond of Ramzaun, occurred at Agra a dreadful earth-

quake. It continued at intervals for many days, during which

numerous buildings were thrown down, and many people killed.

It was accompanied with a rumbling noife in the earth, that filled

the hearts of men with fear, and the fuperllitious regarded it as

the forerunner of downfall to the minifters, who alfo were not

unaffected with this belief.

In the month of Zeekaud it was refolved, that the emperor,

with Koottub al Moolk, fhould march to Dhely, and the ameer

al amra to Dekkan j but this plan was delayed, owing to the

jealoufies which the latter had of the Tooraunee nobles, particu-

larly Mahummnd Ameen Khan; who, fufpeding treachery, had

fortified himfelf in his quarters -, but this obftacle was at length

overcome, and a new treaty of friendihip concluded.

The fligitives, to the amount of fome thoufands, who had

efcaped from the field on the defeat of Dillawer Ali Khan, joined

themfelves with Aulum Ali Khan at Aurungabad, who had march-

ed from that city with an army of five and twenty thoufand horfe

to oppofe Nizam al Moolk. Twelve thoufand of this force were

Mharattas, whom he detached to harafs the enemy's army, by lay-

ing wafte the country, and cutting off his fupplies. Nizam al

Moolk, having fent his heavy baggage and women to Afere, be-

gan his march from Boorahanpore, croffed the Poorna with great

expedition, and pitched his camp at Ballapore, where he refolved

to wait and give battle. He was now equally fuccefsful as before

;

Aulum

!in
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Aulum AH Khan was defeated and flain, and his death left the

nizam without a rival in Dekkan.

The grief and diforder which the Intelligence of this misfortune

occafioned to the brothers, is not to be exprefTed, efpecially the

ameer al amra, whofe wives and family were in Dekkan ; but he

was relieved {hortly from his fears for their fafety. The governor

of Dowlutabad, though he had fuffered great injuries from him,

had the generofity to admit them into the fortrefs, where he fhewed

them attention and refpedl. News arrived that Mubariz Khan,

governor of Hyderabad, had joined Nizam al Moolk with feven

thoufand horfe.

^75

:- After much deliberation, it was agreed that Koottub al Moolk
fhould remain at Dhely, and the ameer al amra move with the

emperor to Dekkan j accordingly the former, having taken leave,

proceeded towards the capital, and the imperial army purfued the

route to Dekkan.

The ufurpations of the fyeds had long been regarded with dif-

guft by the nobility, who in general wifhed their deftruftion.

Mahummud Ameen Khan, who converfed in the Turkifh language

with the emperor, had gained his aflent to the plans of Nizam al

Moolk, and had refolved if poffible to procure the aflaflination of

the ameer al amra. He communicated his intentions to ^ Saaudut A. D. 172©,

Khan, the fojedaur of Biauna, and Hyder Khan. It was agreed

to calt lots who fhould ftrike the blow, and the chance fell upon

the latter. On the fourth or fifth day's march from Agra, jufl

as the emperor had . entered his tents, Mahummud Ameen Khan,

pretending illnefs, took a fudden leave, and communicated the plot

to Hyder Koolli Khan, commander of the royal artillery, who
agreed

» Afterwards navob of Oude, and great grandfather to the prefent vizier,

Afoph ad Bowlah.
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agreed to fupport him with all his force. He had before gained

over feveral other chiefs to aflift in defending the emperor and his

fi-iends, fhould the followers of the ameer al amra rife to revenge

his alTaffination.

The ameer al amra, having condudted the emperor to his

tents, had taken leave, and w^as proceeding to his own quarter in a

palanquin. He had reached the gate of the "kuUaul bar, when
Hyder Khan appeared, holding a petition, and crying aloud for

juftice on Mahummud Ameen Khan. The attendants would have

driven him away, but the ameer al amra commanded them to let

him approach, which he did, and prefented the paper. While he

was engaged in reading it, Hyder Khan drew his dagger and

plunged it into his fide. The ameer al amra ftruck the allailm a

violent blow with his foot, at the fame inltant crying out, " Put

the emperor to death." The fhock of his motion overfet the

palanquin, and he fell dead on the ground. A hundred fwords

were drawn in an inftant, and the daring aflaffin was cut in pieces

;

but a band of Moguls who had been placed ready by Mahummud
Ameen Khan, now approaching, difperfed the attendants, and,

cutting off the head of the ameer al amra, carried it to the emperor.

Ghyrut Khan, nephew to the deceafed, refolved to revenge

his death; and colle<fting what troops he could in the confufion,

marched towards the emperor's encampment j but Mahummud
Ameen Khan, Saaudut Khan, and other nobles, had placed Ma-
hummud Shaw upon an elephant at the head of their forces, and

drawn out the royal artillery. A fmart fkirmifli however enfued,

in which Ghyrut Khan being killed, the dependants of the ameer

al amra fell into confufion, and were foon difperfed. His tents

were given up to the plunder of the camp followers, who in an

inftant

'An enclofure of network round the royal tents.

I
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inftant levelled them with the ground, fet them on fire, and felzed

upon the riches they contained.

After this vi<5tory, Hyder KooUi Khan fent offers of pardon and

encouragement to Mohukkum Sing, dewan to the ameer al amra,

which he accepted. Ruttun Chund had the fame from Mahum-
mud Ameen Khan; but fearful for his life, he wrote a note to

inform Koottub al Moolk of what had happened, and then trying

to make his efcape, was feized by the populace, who hated him

for his pride and cruelty. After being feverely beaten, he was

carried to Mahummud Ameen Khan, and put in confinement.

Several other dependants alfo fuffered, and many joined the em-
peror's party on aflTurances of protection. Mahummud Ameen
Khan was now appointed vizier, with the title of * Eatimaud ad

Dowlah; and Khan Dowraun ameer al amra, with the title of
'' Sumfam ad Dowlah. Their relations and dependants were ad-

vanced to honours and high ftations ; and all who had aflifted in

the defence of the emperor were rewarded by the royal favour.

Eatimaud ad Dowlah fent oiF the bodies of the ameer al amra,

Ghyrut Khan, and others, his relations flain in the fkirmifh, in

great funeral pomp, to be interred at Ajmere in the tomb of their

anceftors. How forcible do the words of the poet appear, when

we refled upon the above events ! " This world, my fon, is not

*' eternal, therefore expedt not conftancy from its fmiles ; even the

** pdwd^ of Solomon pafled away. Happy is he who leaves behind^

*• him the reputation of juftice and mercy." Thefe qualities were

fully poflefled by the ameer al amra. His conduit to Ferokhfere

and his favourites, was from the neceffity of felf-prefervation ; and.

who will not guard his own life and honour at the expenfe of thofe

who feek to deftroy them ? We have never heard of any ftatef-

man willingly refigning them, even among the chofen of God and-

VoL. II. Z the
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"» Reliance of the fiate.

' '' Sword of the ftate.
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the prophets. How could fuch eminent perfonagcs as Koottub al

Moolk and the ameer al amra, fubmit their lives and honours to

Ferokhfere, after the important fervices they had yielded him, to

raife the confequence of fuch wretched favourites as Meer Jumlah
and Rukkun ad Dowlah, who were infamous for their vices ?

[ii

n

Koottub al Moolk was arrived within forty cofs of Dhely when

a camel courier brought him intelligence of his brother's aflaflin-

ation, in a confufed note from Ruttun Chund. His eyes were

drowned in forrow, and life to him now appeared irkfome. Seeing,

however, no remedy but patience, he refolved to proceed to Dhely

without delay. Some of his friends advifed him to march imme-
diately againft the emperor, who probably was yet but weak, and

not joined by the troops of the ameer al amra ; but he refufed this

counfel, thinking it hazardous to oppofe Mahummud Shaw, unlefs

fupported by a rival from the defendants of Timur. He thought

it moft prudent to return to the capital, fet another prince on the

throne, ftrengthen his intereft by making friends among the old

nobles refident in the city, and coUeding more troops. He accord-

ingly proceeded by forced .marches, but in fuch diforder, that the

villagers and banditti plundered his baggage, and fuch perfons as

could not keep up with his main body. One day, the officer who
guarded his advanced tents was cut to pieces with his efcort, and
a conliderable caravan bringing fupplies was plundered in a village,

only three miles from his army. The farmers turned out the

managers of the fyeds' jaghires, and poiTeffed themfelves of their

rents and effeds. Koottub al Moolk had fent an exprefs to his

brother Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, governor of Dhely, com-
manding him to place one of the confined princes on the throne,

and endeavour to preferve quiet in the city by contradidting the
report of the afifaffination, and to levy troops. Nudjum ad Dien,
upon receipt of the order, gave out that Eatimaud ad Dowlah was
killed, and fent a force to furround his houfe, and keep his family

prifoners ;
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prlfoners; but they found it well guarded by trufty dependants,

who would not fubmit to injury. Notwithftanding his affliction,

Nudjum ad Dien made the ufual proceffion on the * eed of facrifice,

and upon his return from it, fent to offer the throne to the fons of

Jehaundar Shaw, but neither would accept it. He did the fame to

fultan Nekofeer, but he declined it ; when the o£Fer was embraced

by fultan Ibrahim, fon of Ruffeh al Kudder, and grandfon of Shaw
Aulum.

179

On the eleventh of Zeehudje, fultan Ibrahim afcended the A. D. 1720.

throne with the ufual ceremonies. He was vifited on the fecond

day after by Koottub al Moolk, who prevailed on the nobility at

the capital to accept offices under him, and advanced them large

fums of money to levy troops. He entertained every perfon who
could bring a horfe and arms, at '' eighty rupees per month, with-

out diftindion of good or bad, which however occafioned much
diiguft to his veterans and thofe who were well mounted. In a few

days he had a promifcuous army of eighty thoufand horfe, but the

greater part ill provided; and it is faid, he advanced more than a

« corore of rupees on this occafion. Many of the nobles of Ferokh-

fere's reign were employed, and among them Rukkun ad Dowlah.

They received his money, and deferted him almoft immediately.

On the feventeenth of the month Koottub al Moolk accompanied

fultan Ibrahim, in as great pomp as the fliortnefs of preparation

would allow, from Dhely, and pitched his camp near the ^ Eedgaeh

not far from the city. Here he was joined by Gholaum Ali Khan

and two other chiefs, who had efcaped from the emperor's camp.

As it was reported that Mahummud Shaw was advancing to the

Z 2 capital

» A feflival in commemoration of Abraham's offering his fon.

* About ten pounds fterllng.

«= A million flerling.

•> Place of worfhip on the eeds or feftivals.
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capital by the way of Raajepootana, Koottub al Moolk made his

third day's halt at the tomb of Koottub ad Dien j but having intel-

ligence of an alteration in the royal route, he moved to Feridabad.

He was joined daily by numerous bands of fyeds from Barreh, feveral

Afghaun chiefs and principal zemindars, alfo by many dependants

of his deceafed brother, who deferted Mahummud Shaw after hav-

ing received fums of money in advance and other favours. Choor-

amun, raja of the Jauts, came to offer his fervices, and prefented

three elephants and feveral camels, which he had plundered from

A.D. 1721, the imperial army. On the ninth of Mohirrim, Mahummud Shaw
marched from Shawpore, where he had waited feveral days in

hopes of being joined by Abd al Summud Khan and Maharaja ]ey

Sing, but they did not arrive. The latter fent his dewan with four

thoufand horfe ; and Mahummud Khan Bungufh, with other Rohilla

chiefs and their dependants, joined the royal army.

On the ninth and tenth both armies moved in order of battle,

but did not come to adtion, though feveral fkirmiihes happened

between detached parties, and Chooramun attempted, but in vain,

to capture the royal magazine and the bullocks of the artillery then

grazing near the camp. Hyder KooUi Khan, * meer atufh, com-

manded Mahummud Shaw's advanced line, Saaudut Khan and

Mahummud Khan Bungufh the right, and Sumiam ad Dowlah the

left wing. Eatimaud ad Dowlah took poft with the emperor in the

center. Meer Jumlah was entrufted with the baggage of the army,

.

and Affud Ali Khan protedled the haram. The artillery was fta-

tioned in the front of the army, and behind it the war elephants

in ftrong armour, with maily chains to wield with their trunks.

Koottub al Moolk, having marched from HoulTunpore, pitched

his camp withm three cofs of the imperial army; and on the

twelfth formed his order of battle, but in much confuiion, owing

to
' Commander of artillery.
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to the irregular difpofitions of the fyeds of Barreh, all eager for pre-

eminence. At length Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan took the com-

mand of the advanced line, Koottub al Moolk with fultan Ibrahim

took poft in the center, but there was no regular commanders of

the wings. The night of the thirteenth was paffed under armsj

and in the morning, Mahummud Shaw having commanded the

head of Ruttun Chund to be ftruck off and thrown under his ele-

phant, as a lucky omen, advanced to give battle. A cannonade

was kept up the whole day, when towards evening the advanced

line of the rebels was put to flight and the imperialills took pofTefllon

of their ground, but did not pufh this advantage farther. Koottub

al Moolk at funfet ordered a fmall tent to be pitched for his repofe.

Both armies retnained under arms, and the imperial artillery con-

tinued firing all night i which fo incommoded the enemy, that

many chiefs with their followers fled, and in the morning not more

than feventeen out of an hundred thoufand horfe remained with

Koottub al Moolk. He however was yet undaunted, and at day-

light charged the imperialiflis. A bloody and long conflict enfued,

in which the fortune of Mahummud Shaw prevailed. Koottub al

Moolk, deferted by all but a few perfonal attendants, difmounted

from his elephant and fought bravely on foot ; when he was taken

prifoner with his brother Nudjum ad Dien, and carried to the em-
peror. The vidlory was now complete, and the baggage of the

vanquifhed fell into the hands of the conquerors. Sultan Ibrahim,

who had fled from the field, was taken, and remanded to confine-

ment. The news of the vi<5tory reached Dhely in the evening of

the fourteenth, and occafioned joy or grief, according to the hopes

and fears of different intereflis. The wellwiihers of the emperor

rejoiced, and thofe of Koottub al Moolk were overwhelmed with

forrow'. Of the latter, feveral efcaped with their eiFed:s, and

others were thrown into prifon by the cutwal of the city. His

women, covering their afHidions with the veil of patience, would

not fet their feet without the citadel of modefty ; but Abdoolla

Khan
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Khan Kaufee, who had been left to proted: them, -extended the

hand of rapine upon their effedts, and fled with a great booty to

his own country, rendering his name odious and accurfed to pof-

terity. Gholaum Ali Khan, nephew to Koottub al Moolk, and

his adopted fon, Nujjabut Ali Khan, put on difguifes, hoping to

cfcape, but they were flopped, and taken prifoners on the road,

Mahummud Shaw, after this decifive and important vidory,

rewarded the fervices of his nobility and army according to their

merits, and prepared to march to Dhely. On the nineteenth he

encamped near the tomb of the holy * Nizam ad Dien, where he

paid his devotions, and conferred his bounties on the attendants and

pilgrims. Here he waited two days for the fortunate inftant to

make his entry into the capital. Hyder Koolli Khan was pro-

moted to the rank of feven thoufand, and entrufted with the care

of Koottub al Moolk. Saaudut Khan was honoured with the '' maeh
maurattib, and title of Bahadur Jung. On the twenty fecond the

emperor entered the city in great pomp, upon an elephant moft

fumptuoufly caparifoned, and attended by feveral others in houiings

of embroidery and cloth of gold. Several travelling thrones and

other carriages, richly ornamented with precious ftones, gold, and

enamel, dazzled the eyes of the beholders. The troops of the

houiehoid and thofe of the nobility were all newly clothed, and

encreafed the fplendour of the cavalcade. Numbers of beautiful

horfes, in furniture fet with jewels and enamelled, were led in

the proceflion, which was fplendid beyond all defcription. Money
was fcattered in profufion to the populace, whofe acclamations at

the reftoration of the imperial authority reached the heavens. The

emperor arrived in the palace about eight o'clock, where his

mother, Koodiia Begum, and the other princeffes firfl made their

oiferings,

» A celebrated faint

^ Certain infignia, the principal of which is a fi(h.

i
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ofFerlngs* waving round his head golden bafons filled with jewels,

and gold and filver coins, which were afterwards diftributed to the

poor. After this ceremony, the nobility and people were per-

mitted to prefent the nuzzers and gifts of congratulation. The

empire now once more enjoyed perfed peace, and the faireft prof-

pea appeared of a long and glorious reign to Mahummud Shaw.

On the laft day of the month, Abd al Summud Khan came to

pay his refpedis at court from his government of Lahore, and was

received with great favour ; alfo Maharaja Jey Sing, and Raja

Gheerdhir, foubahdar of Oude -, at the interceffion of the former of

whom the religious capitation tax was again repealed, much to the

fatisfadtion of the Hindoos. An addrefs of congratulation, accom-

panied by an offering, arrived from Nizam al Moolk, who was con-

firmed in the government of Dekkan. A petition, with a large fum

of money, was received from Moorfliud Koolli Khan, navob of Ben-

gal, who was continued in that foubahdary. Zakariah Khan was

appointed governor of Kafhmeer. On the twenty fecond of Rubbi al

Awul, the emperor marched from Dhely on a hunting excurfion,

on which he received intelligence of the dangerous illnefs of Eati-

maud ad Dowlah. This nobleman died on the twenty ninth, after

having enjoyed the office of vizier only twenty two days ; nor was

he regretted by the people, to whom he was oppreffive. Intend-

ing to enlarge his palace, he had difpofleffed feven hundred fami-

lies in his neighbourhood of their habitations ; which, however,

were reftored upon his deceafe by his fon Kummir ad Dien Khan.

The incmienfe wealth Eatimaud ad Dowlah had acquired, fi-om the

confifcations and plunder of the fyeds and their dependants, was

given up by the tmperor to his heirs. This contradidts the impu-

tation of avarieex too generally laid againft Mahummud Shaw i for

at this period the royal treafury was very low, the late minifters

having fpoiled it of vafl lums, and even coined into money the

golden and filver rails of the hall of audience. It was the general

ufage

i8j
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ufage of the princes of the houfe of Timur, to feize the effefts of

their deceafed courtiers ; and they confidered it as generous to leave

a fmall part to the heirs. In the cafe of Eatimaud ad Dowlah,

whofe wealth had in fadt been plundered from the palace by the

fyeds, the emperor had a right to refume pofleffion j but, in

general, the privilege of confifcation is tyrannical, and difgracefixl

to the royal family -, a cuftom, which no judgment or law can vin-

dicate. How unjuft, that a perfon who had fpent his whole life,

and perhaps facrificed it, in the fervice of his king, . Ihould, on

his death-bed, fee his wives and children employed in difperfing and

concealing his property, inftead of comforting and alleviating his

cares by fympathy and forrow !

The death of Eatimaud ad Dowlah was attributed, by the com-

mon people, to the etFed: of divine judgment, for his condud: to

a celebrated devotee. This man, named Nummood, pretended a-

miflion from heaven to corred the abufes which had crept into

the mulliilmaun religion ; and his fuccefs in making votaries was fo

great, that the minifters were apprehenfive of a dangerous infur-

reftion. Eatimaud ad Dowlah, during his illnefs, fent guards to

feize his perfon ; but the impoftor had colleded his difciples, and

refolved to defend himfelf ^ at the fame time denouncing the ven-

geance of God againft the vizier. The guards, either alarmed by

fuperftition, or the numbers of his followers, returned without at-

tempting to arreft him; and Eatimaud ad Dowlah being juft then

feized with the agonies of death, his women, overcome with dread,

were weak enough to fend a mefTenger, with a large fum of

money, to appeafe the wrath of Nummood, and to requeft his

prayers for the recovery of their lord. The impoftor, on receiving

the account of his fituation, cried aloud to his companions that he

had ftruck an arrow into the heart of an infidel, who would not

recover: and Eatimaud ad Dowlah dying, the belief of Num-
mood's



MAHUMMUDSHAW.

mood's apoftlefliip was confirmed among the vulgar more than ever.

He continued in high reputation during "his. Hfe, but upon his death,

his fons quarrelHng with a confidential fervant, he difclofed the

fcheme of the impofture, and the herefy in great meafure ceafed.

On the twenty fecond of Rubbi al Saunee, Einaiut Oollah Khan
was appointed to exercife the fiindtions of vizier, but without the

title ; the emperor wifhing to confer the pofl upon Nizam al Moolk,

who was detained in Dekkan by fome commotions in that country.

The inhabitants of Ajmere and Guzarat having fent complaints

to court of the oppreffive condudt of the deputies of Maharaja

Ajeet Sing, their governor, the emperor removed him from his

employments, and appointed Hyder Koolli Khan to the former,

and Muzzuffir Ali Khan to the latter province. Ajeet Sing, upon

intelligence of his removal, rofe in rebellion, and took poffefllon of

the town of Ajmere. Here, having aflTembled the chief officers

of the province, he produced before them the imperial firmaun,

under the fignature of Mahummud Shaw, conftituting him foubah-

dar of Guzarat and Ajmere during life, which had been impru-

dently given him by the emperor's mother, on his acceffion to the

throne, in order to enfure his fidelity, fhould the fyeds have medi-

tated the depofal of Mahummud Shaw: He difpatched a copy of

this, with a petition, to the prefence, reprefenting his removal as a

breach of the royal promife, and a difgrace, to refift which he

would hazard his life j but that if his majefty would leave him
Ajmere, he would willingly refign Guzarat, and return to his

duty. Upon receipt of the petition, a council was held, and

Sumfam ad Dovvlah, ameer al amra, confidering the difordered

flate of the imperial finances, advifed that Ajeet Sing fhould be

indulged with the provmce of Guzarat, and Ajmere be entrufted

to a mufiulmaun nobleman, as it was nearer the capital, and a

place of great veneration to the faithful. The emperor and Hyder
Vol. 11. A a Koolli
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KooUi Khan were for punifliing the rebel, and Saaudut Khan was

fummoned from Agra to command an army againft him. On his

arrival, preparations were fet on foot, but owing to the difagreements

of the nobles at court, who were unwilling to be under his com-

mand, and the indolence of the emperor, they went on but flowly.

In the mean time, intelligence arrived that Muzzuffir Ali Khan,

foubahdar of Ajmere, who, unable to proceed to the province

with his fmall force, had halted till he fhould be joined by Saaudut

Khan, had been plundered by his troops, long in arrear, was
obliged to fly, and had returned the commiflion of his government

to the prefence. Accounts were alfo received that two of Ajeet

Sing's fons had plundered feveral of the royal towns, and that the

rich city of * Narnoul had been ravaged by their zemindars.

Sumfam ad Dowlah now refolved to take upon himfelf the

corredtion of Ajeet Sing, and fent his advanced tents to be pitched

without the city, and Hyder Koolli Khan fwore to affift him with

all his force ; but his ardour foon cooled, on refledlion that abfence

from court might prove hurtful to his intereft with the emperor.

He advifed Mahummud Shaw to offer terms to Ajeet Sing, ob-

ferving, that in the prefent ftate of the army vidory was doubtful,

and even ihould the rebel be defeated, he would retire to the

mountains, and prolong the war, which would be infupportable

from the lownefs of the royal treafury. The emperor, dilpleafed at

this advice, offered the command to Kummir ad Dien Khan, who
. would not accept it, but upon condition of Koottub al Moolk's

being releafed and detached with him, which was not complied

with. Sumfam ad Dowlah, difgufled at the negled: of his counfel,

ftaid from court -, upon which Mahummud Shaw made fome con-

ceflions, and put himfelf under his guidance. He pacified Ajeet

Sing by promifes and indulgence. The regulation of affairs was

deferred till the arrival of Nizam al Moolk, whom the emperor

had
* Only one hundred miles from Dhely,
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had invited to court to take upon him the office of vizier. Intel-

hgence w^as received of an infurredtion of Afghauns in * Peihawir,

who after an obflinate engagement had defeated and taken prifoner

Khanehzaud Khan, the fon of Sirbullund Khan, governor of the

province.

In the beginning of this year the emperor was married to A. H. 1135.

Mallakkeh Zummauneh, daughter of Ferokhfere, and the nuptials A. D. 1722.

were celebrated with great fplendour and rejoicings.

Nizam al Moolk, having fettled the affairs of government in A. H. 1134.

Dekkan, obeyed the emperor's fummons to court, and was in- A. D. 1722.

vefted with the robes of the vizarut. He earneftly advifed the

emperor to dedicate his time to the adminiftration of public af- ,

fairs J but Mahummud Shaw was too much addidled to pleafure to

hearken to it. Sumfam ad Dowlah, Kummir ad Dien Khan, and
|

other noblemen, favourites of the emperor, and jealous of the in-
!

fluence of the new vizier, made it their bulinefs to divert the royal 1

mind by diffipated amufements ; till at length Nizam al Moolk, I

dilgufted at the manners of the court, refigned the exercife of his

office, under pretence of punifhing Hyder Koolli Khan, who had I

rebelled in Guzarat, and obtained leave to march from Dhely.

He left the capital after a few months ftay, much to the fatisfac- A. H. 1136.

tion of Mahummud Shaw and his favourites, who regarded not A. D. 1723.

the decline of the empire, while they were left to the enjoyments
,

of luxury and indolence in the capital.

This year, the foubahdary of Agra was conferred upon Maharaja

Jey Sing ; who had now the fatisfad:ion of reducing the fortrefs

of Toone, againfl which he had fpent fo much time and money

in the reign of Ferokhfere. Raja Gheerdhir was appointed go-

vernor of Malwa, and fucceeded in the foubahdary of Oude by

A a 2 Saaudut

* Dependant on the province of Cabul.
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Saaudut Khan, now honoured with the title of * Boorahan al

Moolk.

Nizam al Moolk having entered Guzarat, Hyder Koolli

Khan finding himfelf unable to oppofe him, pretended madnefs,

and retreated with his followers to Dliely, where he remained fome

time in difgrace ; but having requeited to be fent againli Raja

Ajeet Sing, who flill refilled the royal authority, he was taken

into favour, and appointed to the government of Ajmere, where

he behaved with great gallantry, and dilperfed the rebels. Nizam
al Moolk, after fettling the affairs of Guzarat, left his uncle Hamid
Khan as deputy in that province, and proceeding through Malwa,

which government had been conferred upon him in room of Ma-
haraja Jey Sing, to eftablifh his authority in that country, returned

to Dhely, but did not remain long. Finding the emperor immerfed

in pleafure, and furrounded by worthlefs favourites, negligent of

affairs, and incapable of a grateful return to his important fervices,

he refolved to repair to his government of Dekkan, where he

A. H. 1137. could be independant. He accordingly left the capital afterafliort

y\. D. 1724. f^ay, under pretence of a hunting excuriion, and haftened to his

province. The emperor, alarmed at his fudden departure, dif-

patched a firmaun privately to Mubariz Khan, foubahdar of

Hyderabad, commanding him to attack Nizam al Moolk, and

promifing him the government of Dekkan if he fucceeded. Mu-
bariz Khan obeyed, was defeated, and Ilain. Nizam ai Moolk,

after the vidory, fent his head to court, with part of his fpoils,

and a petition congratulating his majefty on the defeat of a rebel.

From this period the imperial authority was only nominal in

Dekkan, Nizam al Moolk being in fad; the fovereign, though

oftenfibly the viceroy of Mahummud Shaw, who received no tri-

bute but the offerings cullomary at feftivals and other particular

occaiions. The emperor removed him from the governments of

Malwa
* Guide of the. ftate.
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Malwa and Guzarat, appointing Raja Gheerdhir again to the

former, and Sirbullund Khan to the latter province.

Nizam al Moolk, in order to divert the attention of the royal

arms from chaflizing his rebellion, perfuaded his uncle Hamid
Khan, and the Mharatta chiefs Peelajee and Coantoojee, to raife

commotions in Guzarat. Hamid Khan accordingly difplaced the

imperial officers and the managers of jaghires in the province.

This frefh revolt occafioned much confufion at Dhely, and Ma-
hummud Shaw was fo enraged at the diflentions among his minif-

ters, none of whom would accept the command of an army againfl

the rebels, that he refolved to releafe Koottub al Moolk, and
reftore him to the vizarut j but was prevented from doing this by
the fudden death of that nobleman, faid to have been from poifon,

given by the contrivance of the perfons jealous of the royal favour

towards him. Upon this event, the emperor offered the province

of Guzarat to Sirbullund Khan, who accepting it was fupplied with

a * corore of rupees from the royal treafury to raife troops j and

at his requeft Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, brother to Koottub al

Moolk, was releafed from his confinement and detached with him.

189^

Sirbullund Khan for a time reftored the royal authority in

Guzarat ; but though the Mharattas were unable to cope with him
in a general engagement, they annually laid wafte the country,

which, from their depredations, did not afford fufficient revenue

to pay the royal army ; and Sirbullund Khan, not receiving fup-

plies from the capital, was in the end obliged to difband part of

his troops, and confent to pay a choute, or fourth part of the

revenues, to the Mharattas, as the price of peace. From this

period the throne of Dhely received no advantage from Guzarat,

which by degrees fell wholly under the power of the Mharattas.

The ameer al amra Sumfam ad Dowlah procured the removal of

Sirbullund
* A million fterling.
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Sirbullund Khan from his government, under pretence of having

difgraced the emperor by fubmitting to the choute, and Abee

Sing, the fon of Raja Ajeet Sing, was appointed to fucceed him;

but, inftead of oppofing, he entered into clofer union with the

Mharattas. Sirbullund Khan, virho made fome oppofition to his

fucceflbr, was prevented from coming to court, and ordered to

retire to Agra.

When Nizam al Moolk faw the depraved policy of the court,

the weaknefs of minifters, and their ill treatment of Sirbullund

Khan, his wifhes to excite the Mharattas to fubdue the provinces,

of Hindooftan encreafed. He perfuaded Bajeeraow, the general

of Raja Sahoo, to attempt the redudrion of Malwa and Guzarat.

Accordingly, Bajeeraow and other chiefs, with a numerous army,

having marched againft Raja Gheerdhir and the deputies of Raja

Abee Sing Rhatoree, attacked both foubahs, laying wafte many

diftridts. Raja Gheerdhir was not deftitute of courage. He oppofed

Bajeeraow, but, on account of the fmallnefs of his force, apphed

for aids to the court ; however, notwithftanding frequent petitions

to the emperor and the ameer al amra, they had no eifed ; and

he dying during the invafion, was fucceeded by Dia Bahadur, his

relation, who continued gallantly to refift the enemy. He wrote

to court, that while he lived he would prevent the Mharattas from

purfuing their conquefts, but that if he fell, their attacks would

penetrate the whole empire. Thefe reprefentations had no effed:;

A. H. 1 143. and at length, Dia Bahadur fell in battle, when Mahummud Khan
A. D. J 730. Bungufh was apjpointed foubahdar of Malwa ; but from the repeat-

ed incurfions of the Mharattas, he had little power, and in tlie

A. D. 1732. year 11 45 was fuperfeded by Raja ]ey Sing Sewai. From a iimi-

larity of religion he fupported Bajeeraow, who, at his interceffion

with the ameer al amra, was appointed foubahdar of Malwa, and

that province became in fad under the dominion of the Mharattas.

Guzarat fell to them alfo from the negled of Abee Sing, and

much

• ft ]
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much devaflation occurred in thofe countries, to the great lois of

the empire. The corred:ion of fuch diforder could only proceed

from the hands of the valiant and the wife ; what then could be

done by the bafe and difhonourable ? The fubtle fox cannot over-

come the lion, nor is a wooden fword of fervice in the field of

battle. Sumfam ad Dowlah had laid the defence of the empire

and chaftifement of rebels on the foundation of cunning and deceit,

hoping by intrigue to fubdue fuch flrong enemies as Nizam al

Moolk and Bajeeraow. As fuch fchemes were ill-founded, like

fireworks upon water, they were of no effedt, and every plan he

formed, became a caufe of decline to the empire. The miniflers

growing negle(3:ful, the power of the rebellious gained ftrength.

The plain of contention was more extended, and the fources of ruin

and diforder more open. At fuch a time, an emperor was wanting

of refolution and firmnefs, who might have plucked out the weeds

of rebellion with manly oppofition by the roots, and generals, like

Houflein AU Khan and Zoolfeccar Jung, who would have thrown

the cord upon the necks of the obftinate with the hand of valour.

When the Mharattas had reduced Malwa and Guzarat, with-

out oppofition from the court, they afpired to further conquefls

in the imperial territories j and, making daily encroachments, by

degrees feized upon feveral diftrid:s of the foubahs of Aleabad and

Agra. During thefe invafions, Mahummud Khan Bungufli, fou-

bahdar of Aleabad, having planned the redu(5lion of the * Bone-

delas, of whom Raja Chutterfaul was chief, entered that country

with an army, and took feveral places. Chutterfaul, obferving the

weaknefs of the imperial authority, applied for affiftance to the

Mharattas, promifing them large fums of money and a fhare of his

territories, as a recompenfe. Mahummud Khan, puffed up by his

eafy conquefls, had kept only what force he judged necefTary to

feeure

X91

» Inhabitants of Bundeicund,

Aleabad and Agra.

a cdnfiderable territory in the provinces of
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lecure them, and difmiffed the remainder ; but as he was but little

acquainted with the roads, Chutterfaul furrounded him fuddenly

with an army. The navob, unable to combat a fuperior force

long in the field, took refuge in the fortrefs of Jeytghur, where he

was clofely blockaded by the enemy. His provifions were foon

exhaufted, and his followers reduced to eat their oxen, horfes, alTes,

and even dogs. He aflced aid of the court, but no one attended,

till, at laft, his fon Caim Jung refolved to relieve him, and his

wife fent her * veil among the Afghauns, to excite them to the

deliverance of her hufband. The Afghauns collected, and content-

ing themfelves with fuch pay as the begum of the navob could

afford them, marched under the command of Caim Jung, and

efcorted Mahummud Khan in fafety from Jeytghur to Aleabad.

The imperial minifters, making a pretence of Mahummud Khan's

ill fuccefs, removed him from the foubahdary of Aleabad, and

appointed in his room Sirbullund PChan, who deputed his fon

Khanehzad Khan to command, himfelf refiding at court, though

he feldom vifited the emperor, being difgufled with ill ufage.

A. D. 1732. In the year 1145, the emperor being on a hunting excurfion,

received intelligence of the Mharattas plundering in the neigh-

bourhood of Agra ; upon which he marched towards them, but

after a few days, the enemy retreating, he returned to Dhely.

In the following year, the Mharattas having extended their

incurfions into the province of Agra, and leized feveral diftridls

appropriated to the fupport of the royal houfehold, the ameer al

amra prevailed on Mahummud Shaw to fend an army againft them,

under the fommand of his brother Mazzuffir Khan. The Mha-
rattas, according to cuftom, would not engage him in the field,

but hovered round, and diflrefled him by cutting off provifions.

He

» This was to exprefs t^e t'lfgrace that would attend the tribe, if the honour

of the chief was not fupported by it.
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He marched as far as Seronje in the province of Malwa, where

he halted for forae months ; during which the enemy kept

him in conftant alarm, by fham attacks, and deftroying his fup-

plies. At length the order of return was iffiied, for which he had

impatiently waited; and on the twentieth of Mohirrim, 11 47, he A. D. 1734.

arrived at court, and was honoured with" a taffel of jewels for the

turban. Upon his reaching Dhely, the objedt of his hopes, in

fafety, he offered up oblations and charities to the poor, and his

followers gave thankfgivings for the welfare of fuch an exalted

nobleman. His friends uttered loud praifes of the great condudt

fhewn in the campaign, and fet forth his return in fafety as a

prodigy. In this year died prince Ali Tibbar, fon of Azim Shaw.

During this year alfo, the ameer al amra and vizier marched

againft the Mharattas, but returned to court without eiFedting any

thing of importance. The enemy continued their plunders and

encroachments every where, with great cruelties.

Arraroo, a zemindar of Korah, taking advantage of the weak-

nefs of the empire, had put to death his governor Jaun Niflar

Khan, brother to the vizier's wife, and feized his family and trea-

fures ; upon which Azim Oollah Khan was fent to chaftife him,

but the zemindar took refiige in his woods, and eluded his purfuer,

who, tired out, returned to Dhely, leaving his army under the

command of Khowauzim Beg Khan. Arraroo, emboldened by

the navob's retreat, attacked and flew the deputy ; upon which the

vizier applied for affiftance to Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut Khan,

fbubahdar of Oude, for the redudtion of the rebel. Boorahan al

Moolk poflefTed great generolity and valour, and in the year 11 48 A. D. 1735.

marched againft Arraroo in his way to Dhely. Arraroo on his

approach refolved to oppofe him -, and having one day intelligence

from fpies that Boorahan al Moolk had juft ali:<hted at his tent,

and that he had on a green veft, and was alfoeafily known from the

Vol. II. B b whitenefs
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whitenefs and length of his beard, the rebel ruflied fuddenly from

ambufli with his followers. Boorahan al Moolk. remounted his

elephant, and drew up his army as well as the fuddennefs of

attack would allow. He had however changed his drefs, and

wore a white veft ; fo that Arraroo miftaking for him Aboo Ter-

raub Khan, a principal chief, who was habited in green, and had

a long white beard, levelled his attack at him, and charging clofe

to his elephant with fome refolute followers, wounded him mortally

with a fpear. - This occaiioned much diforder ; but Boorahan al

Moolk bravely attacked the rebel in turn, who was pointed out

to him by Doorjun Sing, a relation of his own, in the navob's fer-

vice. Doorjun Sing alfo engaged Arraroo perfonally, and after a

Iharp conflict put him to death, upon which the rebels fled in

diforder. Boorahan, having offered up thanks to God for his vic-

tory, returned to his tents, and fent Arraroo's head to the emperor.

The fkin of the body vvas flayed off, and fent fluffed with fkaw to

the vizier. Having remained fome days to regulate the afiairs of

the province of Korah, he left the command to his fon in law

Suffder Jung,- and purfued hh route to court, where he was re-

ceived with great honours.

Soon after this, Eaudgar Khan, a dependant of the ameer al

amra, was difpatched with the funnuds of the foubahdaries of

Guzarat and Malwa to Bajeeraow, hoping to effedt his fubmiffion to

the empire, through the mediation of Raja Jey Sing. This year

died navob Roofliun ad Dowlah Zuffir Khan.

About this time the foubahdary of the province of f^tna was

taken from Fukhir ad Dowlah, and conferred upon Shujah ad Dow-
lah, the navob of Bengal, in addition to that government, and of

the province of Oriffa»

Shujah

ir
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Shujah ad Dowlah was a native of Boorahanpore, and defcended

from the Turkiih tribe of Afshar in Khorafaun. During Aurung-

zebe's campaigns in Dekkan, he married the daughter of Jaffier

Khan, foubahdar of Bengal, and accompanied his father in law to

that province ; but, not agreeing with her in difpofition, he refided

moftly at Cuttac, the capital of Orifla, of which he was govern-

or. Shujah ad Dowlah was celebrated for his clemency, juftice,

and all good qualities. Zebe al NiiTa, begum of Shujah ad Dow-
lah, from duty to her father and refentment at her huiband's attach-

ment to other women, remained with her fon Alia ad Dowlah
Serferauz Khan at the capital of Moorfhudabad, which was found-

ed by her father, Jaffier Khan, and named after his original title

of Moorfhud Koollee Khan.

^95

It was during the refidence of Shujah ad Dowlah at Cut-

tac, that Aliverdi Khan, afterwards fo famous as the ufurper of

Bengal, entered his fervice. His mother was diftantly related to

that nobleman. Her hufband Mirza Mahummud was an officer

in the fervice of the prince Azim Shaw, upon whofe defeat and

death, being greatly diftrefled, he was perfuaded by his wife to

feek the protedlion of her noble relation at Cuttac. Shujah ad

Dowlah received him, with his two fons, Hajee Ahmed and Ali-

verdi, with kindnefs and favour among his dependants. Aliverdi,

by his great qualities and important fervices, rofe daily in the

efteem of his patron ; and Hajee Ahmed was alfo much diftinguifh-

ed. By degrees they became the chief managers of all the affairs

of Shujah ad Dowlah ; who, fond of pleafure, entrufled the pro-

vince to their diredlion ; nor was his confidence abufed by the

brothers.

As Jaffier Khan was much difpleafed at the condudt of his

fon in law, in his inconilancy to his wife, when he perceived him-

felf advancing towards his end, he wifhed to be fucceeded in the

B b 2 govern-
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government of the provinces by his grandfon Alia ad Dowlah Ser-

ferauz Khan at that time ' imperial dewan. For this purpofe he
exerted all his influence at the court of Dhely. Shujah ad Dowlah,

learning his intentions, confulted upon difappointing his meafures

with the brothers ; and by their advice fent agents to court to bribe

the minifters to his views. He alfo fecretly difpatched numbers

of his beft troops, under pretence of difmiffing them his fervice,

to Moorfhudabad, to form a party in his favour. The rainy feafon

advancing, and marching by land being very difficult, he took care

to provide fufficient boats for his army, that he might move on the

inftant of occalion.

Accordingly, when advice came that Jaffier Khan could not

furvive more than a few days, he began his march, leaving Ma-
hummud Nukkee, his fon by a concubine, in the direction of af-

fairs at Cuttac. When fomewhat advanced, he received the ac-

counts of the navob's death, and a little farther on his march, the

limnuds, appointing him foubahdar of Bengal from Dhely. He
quickly arrived by forced marches at Moorfhudabad, which he en-

tered without oppofition, and feating himfelf on the mufnud, in the

chehal fettoon, or hall of forty pillars, commanded the royal grants

to be read, and the officers of ftate to acknowledge him as navob.

His fon Alia ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan, finding it in vain to

ftruggk againft the emperor's will and his father's power, was

among the firft to congratulate him upon his acceffion, and con-

tented to remain in the office of dewan. Shujah ad Dowlah,

having thus obtained his wifhes, conducted the affairs of govern-

ment with the advice of Aliverdi Khan, his brother Hajee Ahmed,

Aulum Chund, his own dewan, now appointed roy royan, (who

was among the Hindoos, truly worthy of confidence and power)

and a few others, particularly Juggutt Seet Futteh Chund, whofe

wealth and credit as a merchant and banker exceeded millions,

and
• Under the grant of this office the company now hold Bengal, &c.
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and was never yet equalled by any. In the adminiftration ofjuftice

he aded wholly from himfelf, and trufted to the reprefentations of

no one ; but to the utmoft of his abilities examined every cafe, and

liftened patiently to both parties, deciding agreeably to juftice,

without regard to rank or ilation. In the time of Jaffier Khan,

the zemindars and renters had been opprefled with fuch grievances,

as are too horrid to relate. Agreeably to the following verfe of

the poet Saadi ; ** Draw not thy precedents from evil inftitutions,

** for men will curfe thee, with thofe who, invented them." Shujah

ad Dowlah upon his acceffion fummoned them before him, and

demanded how they would behave, if he fliould free them from
their troubles. They, who had fuffered feverely from the tyranny

of Jaffier Khan, fwore folemnly to be faithful to his perfort, and
juft in their payments, according to the fettlements of Juggutt
Seet. Shujah ad Dowlah then diflinguiihed them by khelauts and
favours according to their ranks, and difiniffed them with joyful

hearts to their feveral diftriftsl Bengal, which is called the para-

dife of regions, truly merited the appellation during the adminiftra-

tion of Shujah ad Dowlah ; and perfons of all ranks, living in eafe

and fafety, were loud in his praifes, repofing under the fhade of his

profperity. Not long after his acceffion, the government of the

province of Bahar was added to that of Bengal, the deputation of
which he entrufted to Aliverdi Khan, for whom, on this occafion,

he procured the rank of five thoufand and title of Mahabut Jung.
The favourite acquired new credit in his management of Bahar,
the revenues of which had been embezzled and kept back by
rebellious zemindars and military commanders ; all of whom he
either reduced or put to death.

To preferve the connedion of hiftory, it is proper to return
to the affairs of the imperial court, before we enter further on
thofe of Bengal and the navob Mahabut Jung, which ihall be
feparately treated of.

The
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A.H. 1 149. The Mharattas, notwithftanding the appointment of Bajeeraow
A. D.I 735. to the government of Malwa, and other favours fhewn them by the

emperor, flill continuing their invafions, and advancing their armies

nearer to the capital, the ameer al amra. Khan Dovsrraun, marched

at length with a great army to the vicinity of Agra, and the vizier,

Kummir ad Dien Khan, with a powerful force towards Ajmere

;

but inftead of ading on the ofFenfive, wafted their time in idle ne-

gotiations for peace in ftanding camps, while the enemy plundered

the country around them.

Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut Khan, foubahdar of Oude, pof-

fefled great courage and ability, and was anxious to acquire

fame, by expelling the Mharattas and redeeming the difgrace

of the empire. He marched from his capital, attended by

his fon in law Suffder Jung, to the aliiftance of his friend

the raja of Buddawer, a diftrid; of the province of Agra, who
was clofely preffed by the enemy in his principal fortrefs.

He could not, however, arrive in time to relieve him. Raow
Mulhar, a principal chief, after reducing the raja to his terms,

croffed the Jumna, and wafted the country without mercy from

Etawa to Mootee Bang, clofe to the city of Agra. At length,

Boorahan al Moolk coming upon him by forced marches, defeated

him with great flaughter. Three principal officers were taken
prifoners, and Mulhar with great difficulty efcaped. The fugitives

in their panic miftaking the paflage of the river Jumna, which they

had forded, were drowned in great numbers j many were taken

prifoners, and few regained the oppofite (hore. Mulhar with a

few followers reached the camp of Bajeeraow, near Gualior.

Boorahan al Moolk iffued orders for each of his foldiers to prepare

four days provifions, and leave his baggage in the camp, intending

to purfue the enemy to their own province, and redeem the honour

of Hindooftan, when he receivedCx)rders from the ameer al amra
to halt till he could join him vs^ith his forces, to ad with more

effea
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efFe(ft againft the invaders. He unwillingly obeyed the mandate.

This gave time to Bajeeraow to recover the panic of Mulhar's de-

feat ; and he refolved to march towards Dhely, at that time almofl

empty of troops for its defence. So rapid was his progrefs, that

he reached, and burned part of the fuburbs of the capital, before

any intelligence of his movement had gained the city. The
emperor and inhabitants were thrown into the utmoft confter-

nation and defpair. They were not relieved till after three days,

(during which the Mharattas committed great devaftations in the

fuburbs) by the arrival of Boorahan al Moolk and the armies of
the vizier and ameer al amra. The enemy then retreated into

Malwa, but were not purfued ; and the minifters, to the difgrace and
irreparable lofs of the empire, perfuaded Mahummud Shaw to pur-

chafe an uncertain peace, by confenting to the choute, or payment
of a fourth part of the revenues to the Mharattas. The emperor

would have waited for the concurrence ofNizam al Moolk, whom he
had ordered to court, but the vizier and ameer al amra, jealous of

his interference, concluded the treaty before his arrival. Nizam al

Moolk attempted to recover the province of Malwa from the

Mharattas j but after marching and defeating Bajeeraow, was
obliged to return for the defence of Dhely againft the Perfiaft

emperor. Nadir Shaw, who was advancing rapidly towards it.
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Sumfam ad Dowlah Khan Dowraun, ameer al amra, pofTefTed

unbounded influence over the mind of .the emperor, fo that he
diredted all affairs as he thought proper, however impolitic or unad-

vifeable ; an inftance of which has been already difplayed in the

compromife with the Mharattas. With the fame imprudence, he

negleded fumiOiing the ufual fupplies ofmoney to the foubahdar of

Cabul, for keeping up the ftations in the pafles and highways on

the confines of the empire in that province ; to w^hich caufe may be

in great meafure attributed the invafion of Nadir Shaw, who would

never.
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uever, in all probability, have attempted his expedition, had he
not heard of the defencelefs ftate of the frontier.- The grand caufe

of the Perlian monarch's difpleafure againll Hindooflan, was the

protection which the rebellious Afghauns had received in the em-
pire, after their defeat by his arms when regent of Perlia, though

he had fent an ambaflador to Dhely, requefling Mahummud Shaw
that they might not find refuge in his dominions. Nadir Shaw, on

his acceffion to the throne of Perfia, fent alfo an ambaflador from

himfelf; but no anfwer was given to his letters, nor the minifter

permitted to return to his mafler. During the fiege of Candahar,

Nadir difpatched a nobleman of high rank, named Mahummud
Khan, to the court of Dhely, to repeat his requeft concerning the

fiigitive Afghauns, and to exprefs his difguil at the negledt fhewn

his embaffies by the emperor of the Moguls. Mahummud Shaw
and his minillers were at a lofs what anfwer to return, and delayed

the difmiffion of the ambaflador, in hopes that he might fail in the

conqueft of Candahar, and be obliged to retreat into Perfia, when
they would avoid the diigrace of acknowledging a ufurper, as

equal in rank with the fovereign of Hindooflan. Thefc repeated

flights, and the efcape from his vengeance which the A%hauns
found in the provinces of Hindooftan, determined Nadir Shaw,

upon the fall of Candahar, to invade the empire. Accordingly,

after that event, he marched to Cabul, the capital of the province

of that name, which he took with little oppofition, and remained

in the vicinity near feven months j during which time his troops

were employed in deftroying the unfortunate Afghauns. It is pro-

bable he would not have advanced farther, had not a mefi'enger

and feveral horfemen, whom he had fent from Cabul to Dhely,

been murdered on their route by the inhabitants of Jellalabad.

Upon intelligence of this, he inftantly marched againll'that city,

flaughtered the people without mercy, and purfued his route to

Pefhawir, where Nafir Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, refided, to

whom
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whom he fent a meflage, fignifying that he fliould arrive on a cer-

tain day, when, if not oppofed, he would fpare the country, and

receive him into favour. Nafir Khan, however, prepared for

refiflance, was defeated, and taken prifoner ; but, after a few days*

imprifonment, was relnftated in his government on the part of the

Perfian monarch. From Pefhawir, Nadir Shaw proceeded to La-

hore, the foubahdar of which, Zekariah Khan, after fome Httlc

oppofition in the field, took refuge in the capital, which he fhortly

after furrendered, and was inverted with the command of it by the

conqueror ; who, leaving fome of his troops with him to enfure his

fidelity, marched towards Dhely.
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Mahummud Shaw and his minifters had long pretended to

defpife the arms of the victorious Nadir, and to difbelieve the

daily accounts received of his advance. He had indeed taken

the field, but in the fpace of two months marched only four

days' journey from Dhely to the plain of Karnal ; and here the

fate of the empire was decided. The imperial army encamped on

the banks of the canal of Alimerdan Khan, which fupplied the

city of Dhely with water. Entrenchments were thrown up, and a

numerous artillery linked together with mafly chains, was planted

round the camp. Nadir Shaw, after the taking of Lahore, fent

frequent meiTages to the Mogul camp, defiring the difmiflion of

his ambafladors, but w^as not obeyed ; for what reafon was never

known. The ameer al amra placed great hopes in the valour of

the Raajepootes ; but neither Jey Sing, nor any of the great rajas,

obeyed the fummons to the royal flandard on this occafion, fending

idle excufes for their delay in their feveral diftridis. Great dread

and confufion prevailed in the camp ; and fo bad was the intelligence

of the approach of the invaders, that it was not known how far

Nadir had advanced, till fome wounded fugitives, from a foraging

party, proclaimed to the affrighted Moguls the certainty of the

Perfians being within a few miles of their entrenchments. A
general apprehenfion and alarm took place, and the emperor waited

Vol. II. C c with
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with the utmoU anxiety for the arrival of Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut

Khan, the foubahdar of Oude, upon whofe condu(9: and valour he

had placed all his hopes of delivery, in the prefent important crilis

of his empire. The v^^ifhed for intelligence of his near approach at

length arrived. On Tuefday the fifteenth of Zeekaud the ameer al

amra vs^ent to meet Boorahan al Moolk, about a mile from the

camp ; and having brought him into the imperial prefence, he was

received with the higheft diftin<a:ion, and commanded to encamp

near the divilion of the ameer al amra.

Boorahan al Moolk had juft left the emperor, and repaired to

his ground, when word was brought him that the Perfians had

attacked his baggage, and were committing great flaughter ; upon

which he immediately remounted his elephant, and fending intel-

ligence of this event to the ameer al amra, with a requefl of his

affiftance, haftened againft the enemy. The ameer al amra com-
municated the meffage to the emperor, who confulted Nizam al

Moolk. He recommended that Boorahan al Moolk fliould be

recalled within the entrenchments, as the day was far advanced,

and his troops were fatigued with a long march, fo that it would

be moft prudent to delay offering battle to the enemy till the mor-

Mahummud Shaw, approving this advice, communicated itrow.

to the ameer al amra j but he, attributing it to the negled and

indolence of the nizam, reprefented to the emperor, that as Boora-

han al Moolk had advanced far from the lines, and was moft pro-

bably already engaged with the enemy, not to affift him, and

voluntarily to give up fuch a deferving nobleman to flaughter,

would be againft the did:ates of policy, valour, and generofity;

therefore, permitting others to adl as they* chofe, he fliould haften

to fupport him. Having faid this, he advanced from his camp
with his light artillery, and fuch troops as were inclined to follow

him. About a fourth part of the day remained, when he came

within a fhort diftance of Boorahan al Moolk. Nadir Shaw had

formed
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formed his army in two divifions j one of which he left for the

protedion of his camp, and with the other advanced to the at-

tack ; fubdividing it into three bodies. Two of thefe he detached

to attack each of the ameers, and remained himfelf with the third,

as a referved line, to give afliftance wherever it might be neceflary.

The Perfians advanced with great fury, and in about half an hour
the troops of Hindooftan were thrown into confuiion with great

ilaughter. The ameer al amra was dangeroufly wounded, and mofl

of his principal followers flain. His remaining attendants brought

hini back, almofl dead with lofs of blood, to the camp about

nightfall ; where, from a want of regularity and order, common
in Hindooftan, his tents, baggage, and treafures had been wholly

plundered by the foldiery and followers, on the fuppofition of his

death J fo that not a covering remained for his reception. At
length his attendants procured a fmall tent, which they pitched for

him. The vizier, nizam, and chief eunuchs of the emperor, came

to condole with Ijim on his lituation, and learn the circumftances of

his defeat. The dying minifter, with a faint voice, faid, ** I have
" done my duty, and finifhed my courfe. The fliture muft be

attended to by you: but I earneftly advife, that the emperor

may not vifit Nadir Shaw, or let him enter Dhely -, and that

you turn back, by any means, this great calamity from this

fpot." Having faid this, he became ipeechlefs, and continued

fo till he breathed his laft, on the third day following.
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Boorahan al Moolk, who had regiained on the field of battle,

being deprived of moft of his troops by death, or flight, was at

laft quite furrounded by the Perfians, and incapable of further

irefiftance, when he was known by a young foldier, a native of

the fame city with himfelf, who calling to him by name, con-

jured him to fave his own life by becoming his prifoner j at the

fame time running up to his elephant, and afcending the feat, by

the ropes of the ladder. Boorahan al Moolk gladly fubmitted himfelf

C c 2 to
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to the mercy of the enemy, who carried him before Nadir Shaw,
and he was treated with great kindnefs and diilindtion.

For the three following days the Mogul camp prefented a fcenc

of confufion not to be defcribedj but, what is extraordinary, it

was not attacked by the Perfians. Boorahan al Moolk, hearing

reports of the death of the ameer al amra, and hoping to fucceed

him in office, had prevailed on Nadir Shaw to offer peace, and

retreat from Hindooftan, on the payment of * two corores of rupees,

and receiving a vilit from the emperor. He accordingly com-
municated thefe conditions to the emperor and Nizam al Moolk,

who were rejoiced beyond meafure, being before overwhelmed

with dread and irrefolution. Mahummud Shaw fent the nizam

without delay to the Perlian camp, where he was received with

great favour by Nadir Shaw, who ratified the treaty; and he

returned exulting to his mafter. The happy tidings of peace ipread

through the camp, and gave new life to the difheartened troops j

but their joy was but of fhort duration. Nizam al Moolk, am-

bitious of the dignity of ameer al amra, requefted it in return for

his fervices in the negotiation, and the emperor immediately con-

ferred it upon him, unmindful of the offence it would give to

Boorahan al Moolk. The next day Mahummud Shaw went to

vifit the Perfian monarch, agreeably to his requefl, and was met
near the camp by Nadir's fon, Nuffer Oollah Mirza, who alighted

from his horfe upon feeing him j when the emperor was fet down
in his travelling throne, and they embraced each other. The prince

then remounted, and conducted him to his father ; who received

Mahummud Shaw ftanding at the entrance of his tent, embra-

ced him with kindnefs, and leading him to his mulhud, feated

him by him. After fome converfation, and the ufual ceremonies

of prefents and entertainments, Mahummud Shaw returned to his

own camp, where his prefence gave heartfelt joy and affurances

that
• Two millions fterling.

I
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that peace was fully concluded. Such indeed was the opinion

of the emperor and all his fubjedts^ and juil: would it have been,

but for the feliifh difloyalty of a difgufted miniller.

Boorahan al Moolk, learning that the office ofameer al amrahad .

been given to another, burned with envy and difappointment. In the

fury of his paffions he refolved to be revenged upon the emperor and

his rival. He obferved to Nadir Shaw, that two corores of rupees

were too fmall a compofition for the wealth of Hindooftan i that

he, as an individual, could pay fo much ; and that the removal of

Nizam al Moolk, who alone had any abiHty to refift his arms,

would make the Perfian monarch mafter of the empire without a

blow, when he might march to Dhely, only eighty miles drftant,

and polTefs himfelf of the immenfe treafures of the imperial palace

and the wealthy inhabitants of the capital. The avarice of Nadir

was awakened by this treacherous remonftrance, and he again invited

Nizam al Moolk to his prefence -, who, relying upon the faith of

treaties, haftened without fufpicion to his camp, where he was

commanded to remain, and to prevail upon Mahummud Shaw by

letter to make him another viiit. The nizam now reprefented to

Nadir, that his behaviour was contrary to treaty j to which the

Perfian replied, that he did not mean to depart from his agreement

or injure the perfon or empire of Mahummud Shaw, but muft

have another interview. The nizam wrote information of this to

his mafter ; who, not knowing where to look for fupport in the

abfence of his minifter, came to the camp of Nadir Shaw, attend-

ed only by a few of his favourite domeftics, forbidding many of

the nobility, who were anxious to guard his perfon, to follow him.

Upon his arrival he was ordered by the Perfian monarch to remain

in a tent pitched for his reception, and to fend for his family,

equipage, and the officers of his houfehold ; which he did. At
the fame time orders were fent to the Mogul camp to break up,

and the foldiers to retire where they chofe without moleftation ; but

the

20$
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the vizier, Kummir ad Dien Khan, was fummoned to the prcfence,

Boorahan al Moolk, and Thamafp Khan, a confidential nobleman of

Nadir Shaw, were difpatched in front to Dhely, to receive the keys

of that capital and the imperial palaces from the governor j after

which the conqueror, with his royal captive, proceeded by eafy

marches to that city. The utmoft dread and confufion prevailed in

the Mogul army after the departure of Mahummud Shaw. In-

dividuals confulted their own fafety by flight, but were plundered

or killed ; many by the Perfian marauders, and others by the huf-

bandmen of the country, who, in time of trouble in Hindoofl:an,

generally affume the occupation of robbery.

On the eighth of March, Nadir Shaw reached the gardens of

Shalemar, and permitted Mahummud Shaw to proceed to his palace

in the citadel of Dhely, with his family and domeflicks. On the

ninth the conqueror made a triumphant entry into the city with his

army, which was encamped on the beach of the Jumna, under the

palace j but Nadir Shaw took up his refidence within it j the grand

hall of audience, and feveral other apartments, being prepared for

his reception. Coins had been ftruck at the imperial mint for this

occafion, which were diftributed to the people in the cavalcade,

bearing this infcription in verfe 5

** King over the kings of the world
** Is Nadir, king of kings, and lord of periods.'*

On the tenth died Boorahan al Moolk, of a cancer in his

back, with which he had been long afflided. It was reported, that

he poifoned himfelfi from the pangs of confcience at his being the

advifer of Nadir's advancing to Dhely 5 but the rumour was ncflt

true.

The
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The jftridefl difcipline had been obferved by the Perfians, and

no perfon fufFercd from the vidtors the flighteft outrage ; when, on
the night of the tenth, a fatal tumult arofe, which involved the

inhabitants of Dhely in ruin. It was fuddenly rumoured, that

Nadir Shaw was dead ; by fome, naturally, and by others, that he
had been affaffinated by a Caimuck woman in the haram, at the

inlligation of Mahummud Shaw. The Dhellians too eaiily credited

what they wifhed to be true. They flew to arms, and maflacred

every Perfian they met in the city ; which, during the night, was

a fcene of confufion and horror. The nobles of Hindooftan, in-

ftcad of attempting to quell the madnefs of the people, by pro-

claiming that Nadir was ftill alive and fecure in the palace, which

was garrifoned by his troops, remained inactive ; and at fome of

their houfes, the Perfians, who refided in them to protedt their

properties, were treacheroufly murdered. Nadir Shaw, at the

commencement of the tumult, fent out fome officers to perfuade

the people of their error ; but inftead of being liftened to, they

were flaughtered. Seeing it in vain to moderate their fury, and

not chufing to hazard his troops in the darknefs of night and the

clofe ftreets of the city, he refolved to let the ftorm fpend itfel^

and wait for morning to take vengeance on its authors. About a

thoufand Perfians were flain.

20J

Early the next morning, Nadir Shaw ifliied fi"om the palace,

attended by his troops, and took poft at the college of Roofhun

ad Dowlah, fituated in a principal ftreet. From hence he dif-

patched bands of foldiers, commanding them to flaughter, without

diftinftion of age or fex, the wretched inhabitants of Dhely, in

every avenue where they might find a murdered Perfian. His

orders were obeyed with a favage readinefs. The carnage laflied

from fun-rife till mid-day. About eight thoufand Indians, Moguls,
and Afghauns, were maflacred, and their houfes plundered, by
the Perfians. To add to the horror of the fcene, fires broke out

IHi
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In feveral parts of the city. At twelve o'clock, Kummir ad Dien

Khan prevailed on the conqueror to flop the maflacre, when it

ceafed at once ; fo exadl was the difcipline of Nadir Shaw.

Jt is impoflible to defcribe the mifery of Dhely, during this

and feveral following days, when the flreets ftreamed with

human blood, and the bodies of the dead obflrudted the pafTages.

Thefe were at length piled together in heaps, without diftindlion

of rank or religion, and burned in the rubbifh of the ruined

houfes. Several noblemen were put to death by Nadir Shaw,

for being acceflary to the murder of Perfians during the tu-

mult, and among them a fon in law of the vizier, Kummir ad

Dien Khan.

On the fourteenth, Niflar Mahummud Khan was difpatched to

Oude, to demand from SuiFder Jung the two corores of rupees,

which had been promifed by Boorahan al Moolk from his pro-

vince. Nadir Shaw this day began his feizure of the imperial

cffedls and treafure. * Three corores and fifty lacs were found

in the treafury. *" A corore and fifty lacs in plate ; * fifteen corores

in jewels ; the celebrated peacock throne, valued at ' one corore j

and feveral other thrones of rich though fmaller value, with the

armory, eftimated at ' eleven corores, were feized for his ufe;

alfo five hundred elephants, a great number of horfes, and the

fuperb camp equipage of the emperor.

On the fifteenth, a treaty of peace was drawn up, flipulating,

that the provinces eaflward of the Sind fhould remain to the

emperor

* Three millions, five hundred thoufand pounds fterling.

* One million five hundred thoufand pounds*

e Fifteen millions fterling.

* One million fterling.

e Eleven millions fterling.
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emperor of Hindooftan, and thofe weft of it be ceded to the

crown of Perlia. Thus, Cabul, Tatta, and part of Multaun, were
wrefted from the empire. NulTer OoUah Mirza, Nadir's fon,

was betrothed to the daughter of Yezdaun Bukfli, fon of prince

Moraud, the fon of the emperor Shaw Jehaun.

On the fixteenth, Jogul Kilhoor, vaqueel of Bengal, was feverely

beaten with flicks, for not expediting the coUetftion of the fine

impofed on the city.

On the feventeenth. Nadir demanded from the vizier » two
corores and twelve lacks of rupees ; when the latter pleading in-

ability, he commanded his devvan, Mujilifs Ram, to give in an

account of the property of his mafter and of his own, threatening

him with death if he fhould be guilty of concealment. Three

daughters and Ceven ladies were feized from the haram of Mtiz-

zuffir Khan, fon in law to the vizier, and forced into the feraglio

of Nadir Shaw.

On the eighteenth, a contribution was demanded from the nobles

and fervants of the court, bankers, merchants, and artizans, which

was levied with the utmoft feverity. Nizam al Moolk, the vizier,

SirbuUund Khan, and other noblemen, were ordered to coUedt

two corores and twelve lacks from the citizens, and pay it into

the treafury in ten days, on pain of Nadir's difpleafure.

On the nineteenth, the colledlors of the fine began their exac-

tions. Many perfons put themfelves to death to avoid punilhment^

their property being over-rated in the afieflrnent. Among thefe

were many officers of rank.

Vol. II. D d .
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* Two millions and one hundred and twenty thoufgnd pounds.
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On the twentieth. Nadir Shaw fent nine Perfian horfes, with

feventy five trays of gold and filver brocade and fcarlet cloth to

Mahummud Shaw, and ordered Saad ad Dien Khan, meer atufli,

to put his own guards as before over the haram and otiices of

the emperor.

On the twenty firft, Loottff Ali Khan, topjee bafha, or com-
mander of artillery, by orders of Nadir Shaw, with twelve thou-

fend men, marched out of the city, efcorting the invaluable plunder

of the capital to the gardens of Shalimar. On the twenty fecond

Nadir Shaw's equipage, among which were all the magnificent

tents taken from the palace, was pitched on the banks of the

Jumna, before the Lahore gate, and a thoufand Perfians of rank,

who had taken up their quarters in the palaces of Khan Dowraun,

Saadulla Khan, &c. marched to ShaHmar. Centinels were placed

at the gates of the city, to prevent the Perfians from carrying aw ay

any Hindooftan women. A type of the laft day afflidted the inha-

bitants of this once happy city, from the cruelties of the colled:ors

of the fine. It was, before, a general maflacre -, but now, the

murder of individuals. In every chamber and houfe was heard the

cry of afflidion. Buflunt Roy, agent of the penfions, killed his

family and himfelf. Khalik Ear Khan flabbed himfelf. Many
took poifon. The * venerable Cauzee al Kuzzaat was difgraced by
ftripes.

In the fame manner all the fervants of the crown, the mer-
chants, bankers, and all fufpe<aed of having money, were harfhly

treated ; and many, to avoid torment, courted death by their own
hands. Sleep and reft forfook the city. On the twenty third,

additions were made double and treble to the demands from the
unfortunate officers of the court, and they were beaten and abuled
Without mercy. Fojedaur Khan, governor of the environs of the

city»
» Chief judge.

^
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eity, from whom four lacks of rupees were demanded, of which he
had paid one, efcaped from his guards, and arrived at his fort of
Ferokhnuggur, twenty five cofs diftant j where he continued, though
Nadir Shaw invited him back by folemn promifes. He pleaded

old age and inability. The Jauts, under Buddun Sing, rofe in arms
in the vicinity of the city, and attacked the foraging parties of the

Perfians.
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On the twenty fourth, a fire broke out in the imperial *ferfh

khaneh, and deftroyed efFed:s amounting to a corore of rupees.

Nadir Shaw now only waited for the payment of the fine, and the

arrival of Niflar Mahummud Khan -, after which he refolved to

march immediately, and replace Mahummud Shaw on his throne.

At this time, abounding in difafters and calamity, the capital

of the empire was become, from her various miferies and troubles,

an emblem of the day of univerfal diflTolution. Firft, from the

general maffacre, and the plunders and exceffes of the Perfian

army, the conflagration, and other events, the inhabitants of all

ranks were fo alarmed, that like the affrighted animals ofthe defart,

they fought refuge" in the mod private and concealed corners from

further infult. Secondly, from the great fcarcity of grain, " two

feer of coarfe rice were fold for a " rupee, and other neceffaries in

proportion. Thirdly, from a peftilential diforderj no morning

paffed that whole crowds in every flreet and lane did not die.

Fourthly, from the exactions which occafioned a deliberate maiTacre.

Unprincipled and unfeeling wretches, ever ready to ufe occafion,

took the various quarters of the city in farm for the collection of

the fine, at the original valuation. In place of ten, they extorted

thirty and forty thoufand rupees. The firft fum was paid to the

D d 2 treafury,

» Repofitory of tents, carpets, canopies, cufhions, beds, &c.
'' About four pounds weight.

' Two fhillings and threepence nearly.
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treafury, and the reft embezzled by thefe infernal wretches. It is

probable, four or five corores were thus extorted from the miferable

citizens, who, from the roads being blocked up, had not power to

fly from thefc dreadful calamities, nor a hope of aflillance. Dan-
ulhmund Khan, one of the moft learned men in Perfia, and firft phy-

lician to the conqueror, who had been before this, at the requeft

of Boorahan al Moolk, honoured with the rank of three thouland,,

and now officiated as ambaflador between the* emperors ; was, at

the defire of Nadir Shaw, promoted to the rank of feven thoufand

and office of * khanfamaun to Mahummud Shaw.

On the thirty firft, Mahummod Ghazee ad Dien Khan, fon of

Nizam al Moolk, brought Meer Nizam ad Dien, fojedaur of the

environs of the city, who had fled to Ferokhnuggur, to an interview

with Nadir Shaw, to whom he prefented an offering of a lack and

fifty thoufand rupees. He was gracioufly received, reeftablifhed ia

his office, commanded to bring in fupplies of grain, and invite the

people to the deferted villages. The fame day, at the requeft of
Nizam al Moolk, orders were given by Nadir Shaw to his chief

fecretary to prepare edids to the governors of the different pro-

vinces and the chiefs of Dekkan, commanding them to obey Ma-
hummud Shaw. Fifteen were accordingly written, and committed

to Nizam al Moolk.

On the firft of April, Raja Mujilifs Ram, dewan to the vizier^

having paid four lacks of rupees, ftabbed himfelf to avoid the tor-

tures ordered to be infiiiled upon him to extort an additional fum.
Roy Khooihal Chund and his fon did the fame. Seetaram, farmer

of fome royal lands and treafurer to the vizier, alfo eight or ten

principal officers, after having given ten, eight, fix, and four lacks of
rupees, on more being demanded, made their efcape from the city.

Jogul Kiffioor, Nagir Mul, Saadoolla Khan, and other principal

vaqueels,
* Steward of the houfehoJd.
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raqueels, were beaten almoft to death to extort money from them.

People of all ranks deferted the city in crowds.

On the third. Nadir Shaw ordered a feizure of the cfFedls of

many capital merchants, who had not paid the fums demanded from

them ; in confequence of which rich goods were fold for a fourth

and fifth part of their value.

On the fifth. Nadir Shaw'^s feals were taken off the imperial

ftore-rooms and repofitories, and thofe of Mahummud Shaw and

Danufhmund Khan affixed in their room. The fame day firmauns

were fent from Nadir Shaw to Raja Jey Sing, Raja Abee Sing,

Juggut Sing, and other rajas of Hindooftan ; alfo to Raja Sahoo,

Bajeeraow, and other Dekkan chiefs, with thefe contents

:
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*' Between us and our dear brother Mahummud Shaw, in con-

fideration of the regard and alHances of the two fovereignties, the

connexions of regard and friendfhip have been renewed ; fo that

we may be eileemed as one foul in two bodies. Now our dear

brother has been replaced on the throne of this extenfive em-
pire, and we are moving to the conqueft of other regions, it is.

incumbent that ye, like your forefathers in former times, walk

in the path of fubmiffion and obedience to our dear brother, as

they did to former fovereigns of the houfe of Timur. God
forbid it, but if accounts of your rebelling fhould reach our ears,

w^e will blot you out of the pages of the book of creation."

On the feventh of April, Nadir Shaw fent fome valuable jewels,

a firpeach, and bracelets, to Mahummud Shaw, with a melTage,

that his march was fixed for the feventeenth of the month, and

defiring, that on the morrow he would vifit him, attended by the

nobility with all the infignia of royalty, that he might give him,

fome valuable advice, and take his leave. Accordingly, the next

morning.
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morning, being the eighth of April, Mahummud Shaw, with

imperial pomp, attended by the court, on a travelling throne came
out at the gate of the lion tower, and proceeded to the grand hall

of audience, at the fteps of which Nadir Shaw received him,

and led him to a throne, after which all perfons retired. The
two monarchs remained in private for near an hour. Nizam al

Moolk, the vizier, and other great lords, w^ere then admitted ; to

whom Nadir Shaw fpoke nearly an hour, in terms of advice mingled

with threats. Viands were then diftributed, and drefles conferred

upon them. Nadir Shaw prefented jewels for a turban, with a

fword fet with jewels, to Mahurmnud Shaw, who then took leave,

and retired to the lion tower in the fame ftate as before.

On the eleventh, all the Perfians quitted the city, except the

body guards of Nadir Shaw, and encamped near Shalimar. The
fame evening NufTer Oollah Mirza took leave ofMahummud Shaw.

The foubah of Multaun and four mahals of Yemneenabad were,

at Nadir Shaw's requeft, granted to Zekariah Khan, in room of

the deceafed Abd al Summud Khan, in addition to the govern-

ment of Punjaab.

On the fourteenth. Nadir Shaw began his retreat from Dhely,

and proceeded by regular marches to his own empire : but as the

events of his route but little concern the hiflory of Hindooftan,

they are not related in thefe pages. It is wonderflil, but true, that

the inhabitants of Dhely, at leafl the debauched, who were by far

the more numerous part, regretted the departure of the Perfians ;

and to this day, the excelTes of their foldiery are topics of humour

in the loofer converfation of all ranks, and form the comic parts

of the drolls or players. The people of Hindooftan at this time

regarded only perfonal fafety and perfbnal gratification. Miiery was

difregarded by thofe who efcaped it, and man, centered wholly in

himfelfi felt not for his kind. This felfifhnefs, de/lrudlive of public

and
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and private virtue, was univerfal in Hindooftan at the invafion of

Nadir Shawj nor have the people become more virtuous iiuce,

confequently, not more happy, nor more independant.

Upon the retreat of Nadir Shaw, the emperor made fome

changes among the great officers of flate, and advanced two noble-

men, who had {hewn much attachment and fidelity to his perfon

during the late troubles, to high rank. One of thefe was Ameer
Khan, fon of the principal favourite of the emperor Aurungzebe,

of the fame name, and the other Izaac Khan, of a middle rank

about the court. Mahummud Shaw, jealous of the power of the

Tooraun nobles, wifhed to remove the vizier Kummir ad Dien

Khan fi-om office. Ameer Khan was pitched upon to fucceed him;

but the emperor was fearful of executing his refolution till the

return of Nizam al Moolk to Dekkan, as he was nearly related

to the vizier, whofe intereft he efpoufed. This event at length

occurred; the nizam being neceffitated to repair to his govern-

ment, where his fon Nafir Jung had begun to afiUme independ-

ance. With this defign, he had taken leave of the emperor, and

pitched his encampment near the city, having obtained the de-

putation of his office of ameer al amra for his fon Ghazee ad Dien
Khan, who was alfo fon in law to the vizier. Mahummud Shaw
now privately bellowed the inkfiand of the vizarut on Ameer
Khan, who imprudently boafled of the honour he had received,

Kummir ad Dien Khan hearing of this, advifed with the nizam
how to adt, who recommended him to beg his aifmiffion from

court, and accompany him to Dekkan. He accordingly repaired

to the nizam's camp, from whence he difpatched a petition, ob-

ferving to his majelly, that as he found a change towards him
in the royal behaviour, from the arts of interefted perfons, though
he had been guilty willingly of no crime, he begged permiffion

to retire to Dekkan and refign his office. Mahummud Shaw,
alarmed at the departure of the vizier, (for he poflefTed not ileadi-

nels
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nefs of refolution,) conftilted with Ameer Khan and Izaac Khan
what anfwer to return. The former advifed compliance with the

requeft, alluring him, that if he was appointed vizier, he would

take fuch meafures as fliould fecure his majefty from fufFering

from the refentment of the difcarded minifter. The emperor was

filent, and difmifled Ameer Khan ; after whofe departure he con-

jured Izaac Khan by his own head to fpeak his real fentiments.

Izaac Khan, patronized by Ameer Khan, and joined with him in

the late confultations, was at a lofs ; which the emperor obferving,

again entreated him more earneftly. Upon this he replied, that

if he iliould recommend meafures contrary to thofe of Ameer
Khan, he fhould forfeit his word, and if he advifed the fame, he

fliould be inimical to his majefty 's welfare -, therefore begged to

be filent; but Mahummud Shaw repeated his requefts. He then

obferved, that though Ameer Khan was of high rank, and the

fon of a nobleman of ftill higher, and pofleffed courage and much
wit, yet from the loofenefs of his manners, he could not command
proper refped: in the important office of vizier ; that his depend'-

ants, among whom was himfelf, by his patronage recommended

to his majefty, and raifed to diftindlions, were as yet efteemed

only by the great rajas of Hindooftan as ordinary perfons to

whom they would not fubmit as fuperiors : that, on the contrary,

they regarded with veneration the nizam and vizier, and efteemed

their fervice honourable to themfelves ; therefore, it would not

be advifeable to remove fuch perfonages, for thofe like Ameer

Khan and himfelf. The emperor, upon this, fought to conciliate

the vizier, and communicated his intentions to Ameer Khan

;

who immediately haftened to the nizam, offering conceffions to

him and the vizier. It was agreed, that he fhould for the pre-

fent, as a proof of his fincerity in rehnquiftiing his defigns againft:

the vizier, retire to his government of Aleabad ; which he did im-

mediately. The vizier returned to court, where harmony was

again eftabhftied, and Izaac Khan becam.e equally the favourite

of
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of the minifter, as of Mahummud Shaw. Boorahan al Moolk

was fucceeded in the government of Oude by his fon in law Suff-

der Jung ; Zekariah Khan was continued foubahdar of Lahore ; and

Shujah ad Dowlah, navob of Bengal, was fucceeded by his fon

Allah ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan ; who being fhortly after defeated

and flain by Aliverdi Khan, the governor of Patna, the ufurper

feized the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriila, and was con-

firmed in them by the imperial grants, for a large peflicuih and a

promife of remitting the royal revenues to the treafury. Nizam al

Moolk returned to Dekkan, which had fallen into diforder, from

the difaffeftion of the provinces during the invafion of Nadir Shaw,

and the precipitate condudt of his Ion Nafir Jung.

Upon the departure of Ameer Khan to Aleabad, Izaac Khan
enjoyed the greateft ihare of the emperor's confidence ; and as he

did not afpire to the more important offices of ftate, the vizier waS

not jealous of the favours conferred upon him . but Izaac Khan did

not long furvive his exaltation. Mahummud Shaw was truly af-

fli<5ted at his lofs, and continued his aiFed;ion for the father to his

children, but particular^ to the eldeft fon, Meerza Mahummud,
often faying, that had he not him to fupply the place of the de-

ceafed, he fliould have died of grief for his lofs.

This year the emperor fummoned to court Ameer Khan from A. H. 1*56.

Aleabad, Suffder Jung, foubahdar of Oude, Zekariah Khan, nizam ^' ^* *743«

of Lahore and Multaun ; alfo the rajas Bukht Sing Rhatoree and

Jey Sing. A mandate was likewife difpatched to Nizam al Moolk ;

but he pleaded in excufe for his difobedience, his great age, though

"in fadt he was at the time employed in fecuring the government of

Dekkan to his family. Raja Jey Sing died this year, and three of

his wives with many concubines burned themfelves on his funeral

pile. Ameer Khan and Suffder Jung, on their arrival at court,

were received with the greatefl rnarks of the royal favour. This

Vol. IL E e year
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year the emperor's only fon, prince Ahmed, was married to a
daughter of the Hneal defcendant of Mahabut Khan, fo celebrated

in the reign of *Jehaungeer. The foubahdary of Guzarat was

conferred on Fukhir ad Dowlah ; but, after a feeble attempt to

recover it from the Mharattas, he returned to Dhely.

A. H. 1 157. SuiFder Jung was hononoured with the poft of meer atufh, or
A. D. 1744, command of the artillery, and the government of Kalhmeer.

A. H. 1158. This year the emperor, at the requefl: of SuiFder Jung, march-
A. D. 1745. gj ^Q reduce "Ali Mahummud Khan, a Rohiila adventurer, who

had from the negligence of government pofTeffed himfelf of the

diftrids of 'Kutteer, and affumed independance of the royal

authority. He was befieged in a fortrefs called Bangur, and being

taken prifoner, was committed to the care of the vizier; after

which the royal army returned to Dhely. Zekariah Khan dying,

the foubahdary of Lahore was conferred on the vizier, who
appointed two fons of the deceafed his deputies i but the bro-

thers quarrelling with each other, the eldeft obtained fuperiority

in the conteft, and was confirmed in the government of the pro-

vince, with the title of Shaw-nowauz Khan.

A. H. 1159, This year was diftinguifhed by no other remarkable events,

A. D. 1746. tJjan the death of Ameer Khan, and the marriage of Shujah ad

Dowlah, fon of Suffder Jung, to the daughter of the late Izaac

Khan,

» IMahabut Khan feized that emperor's perfon, and for fbme time controuled

the royal authority; but was obliged to retire by the intrigues of the emprefs

Noor Jehaun.
'' The founder of the Rohiila government, in the end overthrown by Shujah

ad Dowlah with the affiftance of the Englifli, for having negledted to fulfil

the terms of a treaty made with him, when defended by his arms from the

invafions of the Mharattas.

<= Now called, from the refidence of the Rohillas, Robilcund. It is in pof.

feilion of the navob vizigr.
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Khan* the emperor's favourite. Thefe nuptials were celebrated

with uncommon iplendour. Among the prefents made to the bride,

were one thoufand filver cups, each weighing * one hundred rupees.

Ameer Khan had fince his lad: arrival at court conduded the

whole adminiftration ; the vizier being incapable of attending the

durbar, from a hurt occalioned by a fall from a terrace, and con-

tentedly allowing his rival to exercife the influence of his office in

his name, while he enjoyed fecurity and repofe. SufFder Jung, the

only one of the nobility able to oppofe him, was his friend ; fo that

he had no competitor for the royal favour. He was naturally free

of fpeech, and the emperor, fond of his repartee, had allowed him
more licenfe in converfation than was confillent with refpedt to his

own dignity. As he acquired power in the ftate, this freedom

grew to importunity, when he was on bulinefs with the emperor;

which by degrees difgufted Mahummud Shaw, and made him wilh

his removal from office. The royal jealoufy was alfo excited by

Ameer Khan's paying a vilit to the princes of the blood confined

in the citadel of Seleemgur. The emperor, however, fearing his

power, did not openly fhew any change towards him. At length.

Ameer Khan one day preffing fome requefl, which his majeily did

not chufe to grant, he defired him to be filent, and he would hear

him on the fubjedt another day. The minifter perlifted, and was

three times rnildly put off, but ftill continued his importunity. At
length, Roze Afzoon Khan, a eunuch, "nazir of the haram, re-

buked him in harfh terms for his difrefpedt to his fovereign ; upon

which Ameer Khan, highly enraged, exciamied, " What privilege

" has a flave to interrupt the converfation of a nobleman ?" The
eunuch replied, " If I am a flave, I am the flave of his majeily

** alone, and not of others." The minifter, inflamed with pafiion,

now addrelTed the emperor, faying, if the eunuch was not removed,

E e 2 he
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» Twelve pounds fterling.

'' The nazir has the fole dire£tion of the feraglio.
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he would no longer attend the court ; and demanded the difpofaJ

of his office of nazir to one of his own feryants. The emperor con-

fented for the prefent, and the minifter retired j but Mahummud
Shaw, on confideration, was alarmed for his own fafety, fhould

Ameer Khan perliit in claiming pofTeffion of the nuzzarut. The
eunuch advifed the aflafEnation of the minifler, and undertook to

effedt it, without delay. The emperor alTented. A perfon who
had been difcharged from the fervice of Ameer Khan, was applied

to by the eunuch, and agreed to perpetrate the murder. A day or

two afterwards the minifter attended the durbar, to receive the

inveltiture of the nuzzarut, bringing with him Aggah KJian, a

favourite eunuch> to be appointed his deputy in its immediate

exercife. The affaffin was placed in the paflage leading to the

chamber of private audience, and coming behind him juft as he

had reached the door, ftabbed him with a dagger fo effedrually,

that the unfortunate Ameer Khan fell down dead on the inAant.

His corpie was thrown into a palanquin and carried to his own
houfe, where the imperial officers had been already fent t'5 feize

his eifedis ; but were refifted by the mihtary followers of the xie-

ceaied, under pretence that great arrears of pay were due to them,

fatisfadtion for which they demanded, before they would relinquifh

the perfonal eftate ; nor would they fuifer the body to be buried.

After four days, Suifder Jung pledging himfelf for the payment of

their demands, if they would give up the corpfe for interment, by

this time in a ftate of putrefadion, they confented; keeping,

however, the neareft relations of the deceafed in their hands, as a

fecurity for the performance of his promife. After the funeral, the

effedis were fold to fatisfy the troops, and the emperor obtained

pofleffion of the jewels and armoury for a ' lack of rupees, which

were worth "" fifty lacks, if not a greater fum. Thejaghire of the

deceafed was given to the daughter of the emperor, and put under

the direftion of Nudjum ad Dowlah, fon to the late Izaac Khan.

This
• Twelve thoufand pounds.

^ Five hundred thoufand pounds fterling.
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This year was diftinguifhed by the invafion of Ahmed Abdallee, A. H. ii6r.

and the death of the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Ahmed was the ^'^' ^747*

fon of a chief of the Afghaun tribe of Abdal, in the vicinity of the

city of Heraut, and was taken prifoner in his infancy by Nadir Shaw,

who gave him the poll of a * yeflawul, and by degrees promoted

him to a confiderable command in his army. Upon the affaffina-

tion of that monarch, he had the good fortune to pofTefs him-

felf of a confiderable treafure, with which he retired to his

native country, an.d affumed the honours of royalty over the Af-

ghauns of his tribe. He then marched againft the fortrefs of Can-

dahar, which fubmitted to his arms; and prevailed upon Nafir

Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, to acknowledge his authorky,

permitting him to continue in office on promifmg to pay down fivcJ

lacks of rupees. Nafir Khan would have performed his agree-

ment, but the chief inhabitants of the province refufing to .con-

tribute the fum, and perfuading him to rcfift, he withdrew hi3

allegiance ; upon which Ahmed Abdallee marched againft him.

'On his approach the people of Cabul deferted their governor, and

Nafir Khan retired to the city of Pefhawir, where he held out fot

fome tinje ; but fearful of falling into the hands of Abdal Shaw,

as his provifions were exhaufted, and he had no hopes of a fupply,

he made his efcape towards Dh?ly, leaving his family and cfFcdts

behind him, which, with the fortrefs, fell into the hands of the

befiegers, two days after his departure. During this ficge, Shaw-

nowauz Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, offered to join the fortunes

of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, on condition of being appointed his

vizier, and his propofal was accepted ; but, at the remonftrance of

his uncle Kummir ad Dien Khan, vizier to the emperor Mahum-

mud Shaw, he repented of his treachery; and when Ahmed

Abdallee, on the fall of Pefliawir, claimed performance of his

engagement, he declined it. The fhaw, being enraged, marched

againft Lahore, which fell into his hands after a ftiort refiftance.

Shaw-
' Mace-bearer.

:m
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Shaw-nowauz Khan made his efcape, with a few attendants, to

Dhely. Emboldened by this fuccefs, and the weaknefs of the empire,

Ahmed Shaw refolved to attempt the conqueft of the capital of Hin-

dooftan ; and in the beginning of this year began his march from

Lahore. Mahummud Shaw, being at this time too much indif-

pofed to take the field, difpatched his only fon, prince Ahmed,
againft the enemy, under the condudl of the vizier, Kummir ad

Dien Khan, Suifder Jung, foubahdar of Oude, Eefuree Sing, raja

of Jeypore, and feveral other chiefs, with a great army. They
advanced to the banks of the Suttulludge without meeting the

enemy, who had artfully pafTed them and plundered the rich city

of Sirhind, where the heavy baggage of the prince was depofited.

Upon intelligence of this misfortune the prince returned, and upon

his arrival near the enemy threw up entrenchments round his

camp. The Afghaun fhaw did the fame ; and for fome days feveral

fkirmifhes took place between the two armies. At length, Kummii'

ad Dien Khan, the vizier, being killed as he was at his devotions in

his tent by a cannon ball, a panic prevailed in the Mogul army, and

Eeefuree Sing vi^ith his Raajepootes fled from the field. Meer
Munnoo, the vizier's fon, and Suffder Jung, however, difdained

to fly, and by their addrefs reftored order in the camp. The next

day, a magazine of rockets taking fire in the enemy's camp, num-
bers of the troops were w^ounded by the explofion ; and Ahmed
Shaw Abdallee, either disheartened by this lofs, or fatisfied by the

plunder gained at Sirhind, thought proper to retreat towards Cabul,

which he did unmolefted. Mahummud Shaw being near his end,

upon intelligence of the enemy's defeat, commanded the prince to

return to Dhely, having firft conferred the goveinment of Lahore

on Meer Munnoo, as a reward for his iervices. Before the royal

armv reached Dhely the emperor expired, aged forty eight years and

fome months, in the thirty firft year of his reign. His death was

concealed for fome days, till the arrival of the prince ; who on the

firll of Jemmaud al Awul was faluted emperor in the garden of

Shalimar -,
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Shalimar, and on Friday, the twelfth of the fame month, went in

royal pomp to the great mofque, where the khootbah was read, and
coins were ftruck in his name. Mahummud Shaw was buri-d in

the college of Nizam ad Dien, in a fepulchre he had erected on
purpofe.

Mahummud Shaw was not deflitute of abilities and judgment,

but had an indolence of difpolition too blameable in a fovereign i on

which account he was overruled by his minifters, and governed by

his domeftic fervants. He was unable to reftore the empire from

the decline it had fuffered during the reign of Ferokhfere ; and

being very young at his acceffion, and addicted to pleafure, he

negledled publick bufinefs ; fo that diforder encreafed. After the

invafion of Nadir Shaw he became difpirited, and gave himfelf up

to devotion and the fociety of religious men. He was averfe from

opprellion and ihedding of blood, and the people from him fuffered

no wrong.' While he lived, the royal name was refpediablej and

by his prudence he fuftained the tottering pillars of the ftate from

falling into total ruin, but could not repair the unwieldy fabric.

Kummir ad Dien Khan, vizier, though negledtful of buiinels,

and much addidted to women and wine, yet was fo merciful and

generous, that the inhabitants of Dhely ftill remember him with

gratitude and affeiftion, notwithftanding his incapacity for his im-

portant ftation.
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Ahmed Shaw on his accefllon offered the vizarut to Nizam al

Moolk; who excufed himfelf from accepting it, on account of his

great age, being in his hundred and fourth year i nor did he long

furvive this refufal, dying about a month afterwards in the vicinity

of Boorahanpore, the capital of Khande£he. He had governed the

Mogul provinces of Dekkan for thirty years, as an independant

prince, except in name, with great ability and fuccefs. He left

behind him fix fons, and was fucceeded in Dekkan by the fecond,

Meer Ahmed Naiir Jung ; the eldeft, Ghazee ad Dien, refiding at

Dhely, in the office of ameer al amra. Nizam al Moolk is much
venerated in Hindoollan for his wifdom, policy, generofity, and
learning. An account of his life would form a volume, which
may one day be prefented to the public.

Immediately upon the death of the nizam the vizarut was be-

llowed on SufFder Jung, who affumed the whole adminiftration of

the imperial authority ; Ahmed Shaw„ contrary to the hopes which
had been formed of him> giving Kimielf up to pleafure, and paying

no attention to the aifairs of government. SufFder Jung's firft

meafure in office, was to attempt the expulfion of the Rohillas

from Kutteer, bordering on his province of Oude. He for this

purpofe infligated Kaium Jung, the navob of Ferokhabad, to de-

clare war againft them, Ali Mahummud their chief being juft

dead, and the country in an unfettled ilate, owing to the minority

of
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of his fons and the ambitious difputes of their guardians. Kaium

Jung compHed with the wifhes of the vizier, but was defeated and

flain by the Rohillas.

Difappointed in the conqueft of Kutteer, Suffder Jung refolved

to reap advantage from the death of the deluded Kaium Jung. He
perfuaded the emperor to march towards Ferokhabad, and confif-

cate his eftates. The widow, children, and mother of the navob,

unable to refift, fubmitted to his authority and gave up their trea-

fures. The principal fervants of the deceafed were fent prifoners to

Aleabad ; but his mother was allowed to keep the city of Ferokh-

abad and twelve fmall diftricfls, for the fupport of the family, as they

had been conferred on it in perpetuity by the emperor Ferokhfere.

The conquered country was committed to the care of the vizier's

deputy. Raja Nowil Roy. This year, Ahmed Abdallee advanced A.H. ii6z.

again as far as Lahore j but being gallantly refifted by Meer Mun- ^' ^•i749»

noo, he thought proper to retreat, on his agreeing to pay him the

revenues of four diftridis in that province.

The vizier was fcarcely returned to Dhely, when Ahmed Khan, A. H. 1163.

a brother of the late Kaium Jung, colledledan army of Afghauns, ^'^' ^^S^^*

and recovered the territories lately feized from his family, by de-

feating Raja Nowil Roy, who was flain in the adion. The vizier

was on his march to aflift his deputy, when he received accounts of

his death, and prefTed on to revenge it ; but the fortune of Ahmed
Khan prevailed. He, in a general ad:ion, defeated the vizier, who
fled to Dhely, trembling for the fafety of his province of Oude,

now expofed to the refentment of the enemy.

Ahmed Khan immediately after his vi(flory marched to Ale-

abad, which fortrefs he befieged, and difpatched his fon Mhamood

Khan to feize the city of Lucnow. The vizier fummoned an army

of Mharattas to his aflifl:ance, with which, in two months after his

Vol. II. F f lofs.
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lols, he moved from Dhely, recovered his own dominions from

the enemy, and obliged Ahmed Khan, with his allies the other

Rohillas, to take fhelter in the hills. Upon his fubmiffion> Ahmed
Khan was reinflated in the poiTeflion of Ferokhabad and a country

producing a revenue of fixteen lacks of rupees; the reft of the

territories poffefled by the late Kaium Jung being divided between

the vizier and the Mharattas. The other Rohillas purchafed their

pardon by the payment of a large contribution. This year was alfo

diftinguifhed by an attempt to recover the foubahdary of Ajmere

from the Raajepootes, who had affumed independancQ ; but the

imperial general was defeated, and returned in difgrace to Dhely.

The vizier, after his victory, employed himfelf in refettling his

wafted provinces.

A. H. 1 1 64. This year vras diftinguiftied by the death of Nafir Jung, fecond
A. D.I 75 1. £q^ and fucceffor to Nizam al Moolk in Dekkan, by a conipiracy

of his own fervants, aflifted by the French, who furprized his-

camp while he was engaged in quelling a rebellion raifed by hi&

nephew Muzzuffir Jung, who was taken prifoner y but on the death

of his uncle was placed on the mufnud of Dekkan by the con-

fpirators. This young prince did not long enjoy his dignity, but

was aflaffinated almoft immediately after his accellion, by the fame

perfons who had raifed him to power; when SuUabut Jung, third

fon of the old nizam, was placed on the mufnud by the French,,

and Raja Ragonaut, dewan to Muzzuffir Jung.. Mr. Bufly was.

created a noble of the empire, and the northern fu-kaurs granted,

in jaghire to his nation.''

A. H, 1 1 65. This year Ahmed Shaw Abdallee again advanced as far as La-
A D, 1751-2. hore, and was oppofed for four months by Meer Munnoo; who,

however, lofing two of his principal generals, and his troops being

diipirited, was obliged to fubmit. He was received into favour

by
a For a detail of thefe events, fee Mr. Ormc's elegant hiftory.
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by the conqueror, who appointed him governor of Lahore and

Multaun under his authority; and thus were thefe two valuable

provinces torn from their dependance on the defcendants of Timur.

Ahmed Abdallee, during his ftay at Lahore, fent an ambaflador

to Dhely, demanding conceffions from the emperor; who, much
alarmed, recalled Suifder Jung to court. The vizier obeyed the

fummons, and repaired to Dhely, with his own army, and his

auxiliary Mharattas ; but Jaweed Khan, the favourite eunuch,

before his arrival had perfuaded the emperor to purchafe peace by

complying with the demands of the Abdallee monarch, who re-

treated from Lahore to his own dominions. The vizier, offended

at this meafure, declined appearing at court, encamped in the

neighbourhood of Dhely, and informed the emperor that he muft

devife fome means of paying the Mharattas, whom he had brought

to his affiftance on the promife of a large fum of money. At
this period, fortunately for Ahmed Shaw, Ghazee ad Dien Khan,

eldeft fon of the late nizam, efteeming the death of his brother

Nafir Jung, favourable to his claims on the government of Dek-
kan, offered to pay the demands of the Mharattas, if the emperor

would grant him the foubahdary of that country. Ahmed Shaw
readily complied, and Ghazee ad Dien Khan prevailed on the

Mharatta chiefs to accompany him to Dekkan, by payment of a

large fum of money in hand, and promifes of greater favours

when he ihould arrive at his government.

The vizier, SufFder Jung, upon the departure of the Mharattas,

entered Dhely, and attended in his offices at court ; but he was

much difgufled at the influence of the eunuch Jaweed Khan over

the emperor, and the difgraceful peace made by the favourite's

advice with the Abdallee Shaw. He refolved to remove him;

and, for this purpofe, having invited him to an entertainment,

had him afTafUnated by one of his fervants. This adlion enraged

the emperor againft him, and made him refolve on difplacing him
F f 2 from
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from his perfon and the vizarut ; but fuch was the power of

SufFder Jung, that Ahmed Shaw dared not for the prefent avow
his defigns.

Ghazee ad Dien Khan, with the Mharattas, reached Aurung-

abad, the capital of Dekkan, unmolefted, but died fuddenly, a

few nights after his arrival at the city ; upon which his followers

difperfed, and his body was brought by his domcftics to Dhely.

He left behind him one fon, named Shaab ad Dien, a youth of

extraordinary abilities. By the intereft of Suffder Jung, he was

appointed to fucceed his father as ameer al amra, and received the

fame titles of Ghazee ad Dien Khan Bahadur, in addition to his

own. The firft ufe which the young man made of his power, was

to advife the emperor to proceed to extremities in his refentment

againft his patron. Ahmed Shaw, accordingly, removed him from

his office of meer atufh, and expelled his deputy from the palace.

SuiFder Jung, unwilling to refift his fovereign, requefted to be

allowed to retire to his government of Oudej and the emperor

confenting, he left Dhely, and encamped at a fmall diilance from

it. His friends, however, reprefenting to him the folly of fo

eaiily religning his power, he changed his intention of repairing

to Oude, and refolved to depofe Ahmed Shaw j for which purpofe

he called the Jauts to his affiftance, and throwing oiF his alle-

giance, fet up a youth as emperor, pretending that he was one of

the royal family who had efcaped from prifon. He beiieged Dhely

for fix months, but was bravely relifted by the young ameer al

amra. Both parties at length being tired of the war, Suffiier

Jung, on being allowed to keep the provinces of Oude and Ale-

abad, gave up the pretended prince, and retired to his govern-

ment, leaving Ghazee ad Dien Khan in pofleifion of what authority

yet remained to the imperial name, and his office of vizier was

conferred on Intizam ad Dowlah, ion of the late vizier, Kummir
ad Dien Khan.

Upon

I
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Upon the retreat of Suffder Jung, Ghazee ad DIen Khan,
being joined by an army of Mharattas, which he had invited into

his fervice, marched from Dhely againft the Jaut raja, Soorauje

Mul, who pofTefled the province of Agra. The raja, unable to

keep the field, retired to his ftrongeft fbrtrefs, which was fur-

rounded ; but the minifter having no battering cannon petitioned

the emperor to fend the royal train from Dhely. By tliis time

Ahmed Shaw had been alarmed at the ambitious proceedings of

the young ameer al amra, who had behaved towards him with

great haughtinefs, and fhewn little refpedt to the royal authority,

which made him apprehenfive of his own fafety, fhould he ac-

quire the rich conqueft of the Jaut territories. Soorauje Mul
had alfo written privately to court, that if the emperor would

march to » Secundra, he would join him with his troops, and free

him from the impending dangers of the treachery of his minifter.

This petition was enforced by the advice of Intizam ad Dowlah,

who enjoyed the chief confidence of the emperor and his mother,

to whofe affedlions he had fucceeded on the death of Jaweed Khan.

Ahmed Shaw refufed the cannon, and marched from Dhely with

a fmall army of houfehold guards, but a cumbrous train of fol-

lowers and baggage, carrying with him all the ladies of the haram,

to Secundra. Ghazee ad Dien, on intelligence of this, . detached a

party of Mharattas to impede his progrefs. Thefe plunderers fur-

prized the royal camp at night. Ahmed Shaw, with his mother
and vizier, made their efcape in covered litters to Dhely, with a

few attendants, leaving their unhappy followers to the mercy of
the enemy. On this occafion, all the infignia of royalty, the im-

perial baggage, and many princeffes of the 1'imur family, (among
whom was the widow of Mahummud Shaw) fell into the hands

of the Mharattas. Afi:er the confufion of vid:ory and confequent

plunder, the ladies were releafed, and furnifhed with an efcort

to Dhely.

Ghazee
* A town between Dhely and Agra.
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Gliazee ad Dien now returned to Dhely, and afluming the

vizarut from Intizam ad Dowlah, depofed the unfortunate Ahmed
Shaw, who was Winded, and confined with his mother in Se-

leemgur. Yezzeez ad Dien, fon of the late Jehaundar Shaw, was

proclaimed emperor, by the title of Aulumgeer the Second. This

event happened on Sunday, the tenth of Shaubaun, 1 1 67.

This year died SuiFder Jung, late vizier, and foubahdar of Oude,
and was fucceeded in his government and eftates by his fon Shujah
ad Dowlah.

I

AULUMGEER
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CjHAZEE ad DIen Khan, upon the eftablifliment of the new
emperor's adminiflration, marched from Dhely, carrying the pa-

geant monarch with him, intending to wreft Lahore and Multaun

from the Abdallee conqueror, Meer Munnoo, the governor, being

lately dead, and the confequent confufion of affairs promifing fuc-

cefs to his defigns j but a mutiny breaking out in a corps of cavalry,

die officers treacheroufly feized his perfon, and treated him with

great indignity. His other troops were afraid to adt while he was

in the hands of an enemy. The emperor, who was difgufled at

the haughtinefs of his minifter, encouraged the mutineers, and

even offered them a large fum to deliver their prifoner into his

hands. In this dangerous crifis, the fortitude and addrefs of

Ghazee did not forfake him. He foothed the difcontented officers

with affurances of paying their arrears and forgetting their difre-

pedt to his perfon. They releafed him ; and the firfl ufe he made
of his freedom was, to order Nujeeb ad Dowlah with his followers

to fall upon the revolted corps. Numbers were flaughtered, and

the reft difperfed. The minifler returned for the prefent to Dhely,

v/here he placed the weak Aulumgeer under a guard, and then

taking with him the emperor's eldeil fon. Alee Gohur, renewed
his expedition.

Ghazee ad Dien had been betrothed to the daughter of Meer
Munnoo, and he now made the completion of his efpoufals a

pretence
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pretence for marching to Lahore, in order to conceal his defigns

of feizing the government from the widow. Upon his arrival at

Lodiana, he difpatched a fplendid efcort and a letter to her mother,

demanding his bride. She complied with his requeft, and com-

mitted the young lady to the charge of his emiflaries, with her

marriage portion, happy to purchafe fo eafily the protection of

the vizier. While engaged in the feflivities of his nuptials, the

minifter difpatched fuddenly a confiderable force to Lahore, and

the governefs, not fufpedling treachery, was feized and conducted

with her treafures to the camp of her fon in law, who conferred

the government of the province on Adeena Beg Khan for an

advance of thirty lacks of rupees. Upon the accomphftiment

of this affair he returned to Dhely 3 but the widow of Meer

Munnoo was not to be appeafed, threatening him with Ipeedy

vengeance for her affronts, from Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, her

fovereign. Shortly indeed were her alTurances fulfilled; and the

unfortunate fubjefts of Hindooffan fevcrely puni/hed for the avarice

of the vizier, who, however, by his addrefs efcaped the danger,

which his infidious policy inflidted on the people.

Ahmed Shaw Abdallee immediately on intelligence of the

vizier's treachery marched from Candahar to Lahore, which was

evacuated on his approach, and purfued his route to Dhely.

Ghazee ad Dien, knowing himfelf incapable of refiffing fuch an

enemy, begged forgivenefs of his mother in law, and obtaining

her recommendations to the Shaw, fet out for his camp with a

few attendants. The Afghaun rebuked him feverely for his trea-

cherous condudl, but confented to pardon him, on promife of

a large contribution from Dhely. To the capital the minifter

accompanied him, an^, like Nadir Shaw, the conqueror took up

his refidence in the citadel. The wretched emperor Aulumgeer,

being incapable of reliftance, affetfted to receive him as a royal

gueft.. Dhely was for many days given up to the mercilefs plun-

der
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der of the foldiery, whofe avarice was infatiable. Such was their

cruelty in gratifying it, that numbers of the unfortunate inhabitants

put themfelves to death, with their women, to efcape difgrace.

A whole month pafled in terror and alarms. The houfe of the

late Kummir ad Dieri Khan was plundered, and thofe families

who had been fortunate enough to efcape the rapacity of Nadir

Shaw, were now alfo involved in ruin. Unfatisfied with the

wealth of the capital, Ahmed Shaw marched againft the Jaut raja,

Soorauje Mul, who poffefied the province of Agra, and difpatch-

ed Ghazee ad Dien Khan, with one of his generals and two
princes of the houfe of Timur, to raife contributions from the

Doaub, or countries lying between the Ganges and Jumna rivers,

Ghazee ad Dien being arrived at Ferokhabad, Ahmed Khan
Bungufh, the foubahdar, purchafed his fafety by a fum of money,
and joined him with his troops ; the minifter intending to purfue

his march into the territories of the young navob of Oude, Shujah

ad Dowlah, who, fufpedling his deligns, had marched with all

his forces to the frontier of his country, and was joined by the

navob Saadooilah Khan, chief ot the Rohillas, an alliance then

fubfifting between them. Ghazee, after trying in vain to de-

tach Saadooilah from his friend, thought it prudent to fufpend

hoftilities, and finally to give over his defigns upon Oude, on
Shujah's confenting to pay him an offering of five lacks of rupees

for the young princes. He halted however at Ferokhabad, being

unwilling to return to the Afghaun conqueror without the fums
he had promifed him.
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Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, who had marched againft the raja

Soorauje Mul, after taking BuUumgur, a ftrong fortrefs, and
inflicting a general maffacre on the unhappy inhabitants of Muttra,

(a city venerated as holy among the Hindoos, and the refort of
pilgrims from all part5 of the empire) was employed in reducino-

Vol. II. G g the
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the citadel of Agra, which the imperial governor had refufed to

furrender ; when a plague breaking out in his camp obliged

him to think of retreating, left his army (hould be fo reduced,

as to leave him a prey to the refentment of the conquered.

He, accordingly, raifed the liege of Agra, and returned to Dhely,

near which he was met by the wretched Aulumgeer, who en-

treated him not to leave him in the power of his oppreffivc

minifter Ghazee ad Dien Khan. At his requeft, Nujeeb ad

Dowlah was appointed ameer al amra, and enjoined to protedt

his mafter againft the power of the vizier. At this time, the

two widows of the late Mahummud Shaw, fearful of refiding

longer in Dhely, offered the daughter of that emperor to Ah-
med Shaw, and petitioned for an afylum for themfelves in his

dominions. He accepted th.e princefs in marriage, and com-
plied with the requeft of the fultanas, who accompanied him

to Candahar, to which he proceeded immediately after the cele-

bration of his nuptials. His fon Timur Shaw, v^ho was mar-

ried at the fame time to a daughter of Aulumgeer was left with

a confiderable force at the city of Lahore.

During thefe calamities in the capital of the empire, Dek-
kan was alfb vexed by revolutions. Monfieur Bufly, the French

general, who had obtained the fole influence in the court of

the nizam Sullabut Jung, was governed in his turn by the ad-

vice of Hyder Jung, a native nobleman, who led him as he

pleafed. Mr. BufTy continued to conduct the affairs of Dek-
kan, till, by the intrigues of Nizam Alee, brother to Sullabut

Jung, his counfellor Hyder Jung being affaflinated, and the Englifh,

who had patronized Mahummud Alee lUian in the province of

Arcot, growing powerful, he was obliged to return into the

French territories to the affiflance of his countrymen. Nizam
Alee, being without a rival, depofed his brother, and aiTumed

the government; but his power was much curtailed by the Mha-
rattas.
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rattas, who obliged him to refign a great part of his terri-

tories, and pay a tribute for the remainder. The Englifh, after

a long ftruggle with the French, took Pondicherry, which they

deflroyed, and obtained from the nizam a grant of the jag-

hires which had been given to their competitors in Dekkan. *

Upon the retreat of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, Ghazee ad

Dien Khan having prevailed on the navob of Ferokhabad,

Ahmed Khan Bungufh, to join him with his troops, and call-

ed to his affiftance an army of Mharattas under Ragonaut

Raow and Holkar, marched to Dhely. The emperor and Nu-
jeeb adDowlah, after a fiege of forty five days, were obliged

to fubmit to the enemy. Nujeeb ad Dowlah, by bribing the

Mharattas, obtained leave to retire to his government ; but the

wretched emperor was left in the power of his minifler. Ah-

med Khan was appointed ameer al amra, as a return for his

fervices. Ghazee ad Dien now poffeffed uncontrouled what little

oF the imperial power remained to the pofleffor of Dhely, but his

jcaloufy was alarmed by the emperor's eldeft fon. Alee Gohur,

who had obtained from his father a jaghire in the vicinity of

the capital, and was employed in raifing contributions from it,

for his fupport, at the head of a fmall body of troops. The
vizier obliged the emperor to recall the prince, who returned

to Dhely J but the artifices of the minifter could not prevail

upon him to enter the citadel, where he knew he fhould be

made a prifoner. Ghazee, enraged at his refiftance, furrounded

his palace, when the prince, by a gallant effort, cut his way

with a very few brave followers through the troops, and made

his elcape to Nujeeb ad Dowlah, who protecfled him for eight

months; at the expiration of which he marched to try his

fortune in Bengal, the navob of which province, Serauje ad

G g 2 Dowlah

• .Thefe events are amply detailed in the works of Meflrs. Orme and Cambridge.
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Dowlah had been depofed by the affiftance of the Englifh, and

Meer Jaffier fet up in his room.

Ghazee ad Dien Khan, difappointed in his attacks on the

prince, refolved to execute vengeance on Nujeeb ad Dowlah, his

prote<flor ; and for this purpofe called in an army of Mharat-

tas, under the chiefs Junko and Duttah Sindia, who invaded his

country, which he defended againft them for fome months, being

affifted by the navob of Oude and the Rohillas ; when the Mha-
rattas, at length, agreed for a fum of money to grant him peace,

being called upon to defend their newly acquired territories in

Lahore, which were threatened wkh lofs by the approach of
Ahmed Shaw Abdallee. Ghazee ad Dien Khan, appreheniive

of the refentment of that prince for the indignities fhewn to

Aulumgeer, and the removal of Nujeeb ad Dowlah from the

poft of ameer al amra conferred upon him by Abdallee, aflaffi-

nated his unhappy fovereign ; and leaving Dhely in poffeffion of

the Mharattas, retired to one of the fortreffes of Raja Soorauje

Mul, chief of the Jauts, who gave him protedion. *Mohee al

Sunnut, fon of Kaum Bukhfh, and grandlon of Aurungzebe,

was feated on the throne, by the title of '' Shaw Jehaun, and in-

fulted with the empty name of emperor.

When Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, left his fon Timur Shaw with

Jehaun Khan at Lahore, that chief thought it prudent to beftow

a conliderable trail of country in farm on Adeena Beg Khan,

the general of the late Meer Munnoo, who was at the head of

a conliderable body of troops. Adeena Beg accepted his offer,

and for fome time remained faithful in his employment ; but,

being at length fufpicious of Jehaun Khan's intentions towards

him, he quitted his office, and retired to the hills with his fol-

low^ers, where he excited the Siks to rebellion, and, in con-

jundtion with them, overran the country between the rivers Ra-

wee
» Reviver of religion.

'• Kinw of the world.
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wee and Suttulludge. Jehaun Khan fent againft him Moraud
Khan, who was defeated, and the Durannies driven from feveral

places. At this time, Ragonaut Raow, Shumfheer Bahadur, and

Holkar, had reached the vicinity of Dhely with an army of Mha-
rattas, to whom Adeena Beg Khan difpatched frequent invita-

tions to invade Lahore, which they accepted. At Sirhind they

were oppofed by the governor, whom they defeated and took

prifoner ; after which they proceeded to Lahore by forced marches.

Jehaun Khan, after fome fkirmifhing, found himfelf unequal

to defence againft fuch fuperlor numbers, and flying with Timur
Shaw in the greateft hafte, evacuated the country. His retreat

put the vidiors in pofleffion of the provinces of Lahore and Mul-
taun ; the former of which they conferred upon Adeena Beg Khan,

on his agreeing to pay them annually the fum of * feventy five

lacks of rupees, and retreated _to Dhely. On the rains approach-

. ing, they marched back to Dekkan, but left a body of troops

under Junko, as foubahdar of Ajmere, to proted: their con-

quefts.

The next year, Adeena Beg Khan dying, Junko gave the

government of Sirhind to Suddeek Beg Khan, the country be-

tween the rivers to the widow of Adeena Beg Khan, and ap-

pointed Summa, a Mharatta chief, to refide at Lahore as fou-

bahdar, who extended his dependancies as far north as the river

Attok. During thefe events, the Mharatta power had fpread

itfelf in almoft every province of Hindooftan, when Nujeeb ad

Dowlah, the Rohillas, and Shujah ad Dowlah united, to pre-

vent, if pofllble, the total overthrow of Mahummedan exiftence

in the empire. Nujeeb ad Dowlah was at this time clofely

blocked up at Sukkertal ; and though Shujah ad Dowlah had
in fome meafure afTifted him, yet the number of the enemy was

fo fuperior, that there was little profpedt of long holding out

againft
» Seven hundred thoufand pounds.
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againfl them. The Hindoo princes alfo were equally cpprelTcd

by the Mharattas ; who, though of the fame faith, only left a

bare maintenance to thofe whom they conquered. Both MufTul-

mauns and Hindoos joined in petitions to Ahmed Shaw, that he

would march and aflume the throne of Dhely, in which they

promifed to fupport him. The Abdallee, enraged at the feizure

of Lahore by the Mharattas, was rejoiced at the invitation, which

aflured him that he would only have one enemy to oppofc, and

he refolved to accept it. He advanced without delay acrofs the

Attok, and drove the Mharattas before him to Lahore, which

they evacuated alfo upon his arrival. They were joined in their

flight by Suddeek Beg Khan, the widow of Adeena Beg, and their

other renters j nor did they flop till they had reached the vicinity

of Dhely. From Lahore, Ahmed Shaw advanced towards Dhely.

Upon intelligence of his approach reaching Duttah Sindia, that

chief raifed the blockade of Nujeeb ad Dowlah's camp, without

finifhing a negotiation of peace then began, and marched with

an army of eighty thoufand horfe againll Ahmed Shaw. That

prince had crofled the Jumna, on account of the great fcarcity

of provifions in the high road from Lahore, owing to the late

depredations of the Mharattas, who had plundered and laid wafte

the country in their flight, in order to retard his purfuit, and,

perhaps, oblige him to retreat to his own country for want of

fubfiilance. He was foon joined by the chiefs Nujeeb ad Dowlah,

SaadooUah Khan, Hafiz Rhamut, and Doondee Khan, who fup-

plied his army with grain and other neceflaries from their terri-

tories eaft of the Ganges. The Mharattas encamped near Dhely,

and Ahmed Shaw marched to give them battle. For fome days,

the Duranny remained hovering round their camp, " and fkir-

mifhing only took place between detached parties on either fide.

At length Duttah, • dillreffed for provifions, having firfl fent off

his nephew Junko to Dekkan, with a fmall party, determined

to hazard a battle. With his whole army difmounted, he drew

up
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lip -in front of his camp, inviting the Durannies to aftion. The
challenge was accepted, and a bloody engagement fucceeded, in

which, at laft, Duttah and the greateft part of his troops were

cut to pieces. Ahmed Shaw the fame day, immediately after

the vidtory, haftened in purfuit of Junko, and did not quit it

till he arrived at Narnoul. Here he received intelligence that

Holkar, who was the Mharatta chief in the Jeypore country,

had marched to Soorauje Mul, chief of the Jauts, whom he

endeavoured to prevail upon to join him ; but he alleged in his

excufe for not complying, that he could not fpare troops from

his garrifons, which he muft defend againfl the Durannies. Holkar

upon this moved with his own troops to Secundra, * twenty cofs

to the eaftward of Dhely, where the Rohilla chiefs had collected

ftores of grain, and a fupply of money for the Shaw's army,

hoping to diftrefs him by fcizing themj but the Rohillas had

taken the precaution to move the grain acrofs the Ganges.

The Shaw, upon this intelligence, detached Shaw Puffund Khan
with a body of horfe againft Holkar. In the fpace of twenty

four hours he marched with fifteen thoufand horfe from Nar-

noul to Dhely, the diftance of "feventy cofs, and only remain-

ing a day at that city for refrefhment, croffcd the Jumna the

night following, and about dawn arrived at Secundra, where

Holkar was encamped. The Mharatta chief was completely fur-

prized, and had fcarce time to make his efcape quite naked, with

about three hundred followers. The reft of his troops were

cither killed or taken prifoners, and a great plunder fell into the

hands of the vigors. Ahmed Shaw moved from Narnoul to

Dhely; and at the approach of the rains crofled the Jumna to

canton at Secundra, for the convenience of being fupplied with

provifions, as the country round Dhely, on the weftern ,bank
.••:- -: :. . . r . :
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* Forty miles.

'' One hundred and forty miles.
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of the Jumna, had been laid wafte and dcfolate by his own
and the enemy's depredations.

When intelligence of Duttah Sindia's defeat and death, the

lofs of Lahore, Dhely, and the overthrow of Holkar, reached

Dekkan, Suddafheo Raow, commonly called Bhaow, nephew to

. Ballajee, the pelhwa, and feveral other chiefs of the firlt note,

and an army of fepoys, difciplined in the European method,

artillery, and an innumerable hoil of cavalry, marched to regain

their polTeffions in Hindooftan. Upon the arrival of this army

near Agra, Soorauje Mul, the Jaut raja, was prevailed upon by

Mulhar and Holkar, who had taken refuge with him, to vifit

the Bhaow ; and at Muttra, Ghazee ad Dien Khan with a few

followers joined them.

A. H.I 1 73. Suddafheo Bhaow, as the rapidity and depth of the Jumna
A. D.J 759. would not permit him to crofs ana attack the Duranny Shaw,

marched to Dhely, which he entered, and immediately com-

menced an aflault upon the palace. One attack was made at

the lion baftlon, and another at the Dhely gate. Holkar and

Junko endeavoured to force the gate, but in vain. At length,

five hundred men with matchlocks, under Eetul Raow, fcaled

the walls near the lion baftion, and forced their way to the doors

of the royal haram. Some Durannies now rufhed from Seleem-

ghur, and by a volley laid twelve of the aflaiiants dead ; which

fo alarmed the reft, that they in the greateft diforder turned

their backs, and threw themfelves over the walls. The Mha-
ratta chiefs then retired to the palace of Saadoollah Khan. They
ereded batteries in different places, and Ibrahim Khan Gardee,

who commanded the difciplined fepoys and artillery, brought

three pieces of cannon to bear on the fort from the bank of

the Jumna, with which he battered the lion baftion, the octa-

gonal tower, and the royal haram. Great part of the private

audience
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audience hall, and other apartments were damaged, and the

unfortunate confined princes and princeffes thrown into terror

and confufion. For fome days cannonading continued; at the

end of which, Yacoob Ali Khan, the Duranny governor, find-

ing provifions fall fhort, and feeing that no afTiftance could

reach him from Ahmed Shaw, on account of the fulnefs of the

Jumna, propofed to furrender the palace, on condition of being

allowed to march out unmolefted, with his followers and ef-

fe<jbs. His offer was complied with; and, evacuating the fort,

he crofled the Jumna in boats with his garrifon, and proceeded

to the camp of Ahmed Shaw. The Bhaow gave the com-
mand of the garrifon, to Naroo Sunker, a bramin of diftindlion.

The Bhaow, though he had the prefumption to afpire at the

empire of Hindooftan, was low and mean in his anions. He
broke down the ceiling of the grand hall of audience, which

was of filver, and melted it for coin. The gold and filver plate

at the tombs of 'Nizam ad Dien Ouleah, and thofe at the fe-

pulchres of the emperors, as cenfers, lamps, and candle/licks,

he alfo leized; and was guilty of every plunder exprelfive of a

little mind. He had the imprudence to remain at Dhely, though

the utmoft fcarcity of provifions prevailed, owing to the country

adjacent having been the fcene of war for four years fuccef-

fively. Towards the conclufion of the rains, he marched out

to plunder the little cultivation which had taken place. On
the twenty ninth of Suffir he placed Shaw " Jewan Bukht, fon A. fl. 1174.

of Alee Gohur Shaw Aulum, on the throne, and appoint-
A. D. 1760.

ed Shujah ad Dowlah his vizier, to whom firmauns were fent.

Vol. II. H h m

* A celebrated Mahummedan fainf.

'' The fame prince, who, in the year 1784, made his efcape from Dhely,

and threw hl'n'elf on the protection of Mr. Haftings ; who, by his influence

with the vizier, obtained for him an allowance of forty thoufand pounds per

annum. On his death a lilieral fhare of this penfion was continued to his

women and family, who yet refide at Banaras, under the Englifh protection. 1
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in hopes that this meafure would breed difTention between him
and Ahmed Shaw Abdallee. Having left Naroo Sunker in

Dhely to command the garrifon, he at length marched with

his army to Gunjeporah, where Abd al Summud Khan, Nuja-

but Khan, and Koottub Khan, with the zemindars of the coun-

try, were flationed to procure grain for the Duranny camp. He
laid liege to the fort, which fell in a few days, and the chiefs

were all llain in the llorm.

The Duranny Shaw, immediately upon receiving intelligence

of this event, though the river Jumna was not yet fafely for-

dable, gave orders for march, and fwam with his army acrofs

the river at Pakput near Dhely, though not without the lofs

of many men, who were drowned in the attempt ; which, how-

ever, fo aftonifhed the Bhaow, who had marched to plunder

the town of Sirhind, that he gave up the defign, and returned

with precipitation to Panniput. He had with him one hun-

dred and forty thoufand horfe, commanded by the moft cele-

brated and veteran Mharatta cliiefs, befides his corps of fepoys

and artillery j but, with this great force, not thinking himfelf

equal to engage the Abdallee, he entrenched himfelf on a plain

to the north of Panniput. The Duranny army foon arrived

near him, and Ahmed Shaw fent out parties to prevent grain

from paffing to his camp. Daily Ikirmifhes took place be-

tween bodies from both armies. At length, Ahmed Shaw find-

ing that nothing would force the Mharattas from their camp,

refolved upon an aflault. Jehaun Khan, PuiTund Khan, and

Nujeeb ad Dowlah, formed the van, and were followed by the

other Indian chiefs. The Mharattas on their approach drew

out at a little diftance in front of their lines. The adtion be-

gan with much fury at twelve o'clock, and continued doubt-

ful with great jQaughter till near twilight, when the Rohilla

infantry
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infantry of Nujeeb ad Dowlah forced their way into the ene-

my's works, and Bulwunt Raow, a near relation to the Bhaow,

Was killed, with a great number of men j but night coming

on, Ahmed Shaw ordered a retreat, and the ftruggle ceafed.

Famine and ficknefs raged in the Mharatta camp, and num-
bers died every day; but they ftill held out, in hopes of being

fliortly fupplied with provifions by Govind Pundit, the chief of

Etawa and Korah, who had been collecting grain and money,

which he had brought as far as Shawdirruk near Dhely, with

^n efcort of ten thoufand horfe, intending to march up on the

fide of the Jumna oppofite the Shaw's camp, and by degrees

join his friends. Ahmed Shaw had intelligence of his motions^

and fent Atta Beg Duranny, with five thoufand horfe, to inter-

cept him. This chief croffed the Jumna, and in two days by

forced marches reached Shawdirruk, where he furprized and put

to death the deputy of Naroo Sunker, and all his people.

From thence he advanced to Ghazee ad Dien Nuggur, and

cut off a party of the enemy at that place. He then haftened

to Jellallabad, where Govind Pundit had arrived with his con-

voy the fame day. He was completely furprized, and his fol-

lowers moflly fled. Thofe who reiifled were cut to pieces,

with himfelf and all his chief officers. The rich convoy, with

the head of Govind Pundit, was condudled to Ahmed Shaw;

who by this flroke completed the blockade of the Mharatta

camp beyond relief. The enemy's flation was now rendered in-

tolerable by filth of every kind, numbers dying every day of

famine and ficknefs. The chiefs held a confultation, and agreed,

that as by remaining in entrenchments they mufl perifh with

difeafe and hunger, it was better to hazard a battle, and, if

defeated, fly to Dekkan. They marched out of their camp,

and advanced, with their artillery in front, towards the army

of the Shaw, vvhp was prepared for their reception, and per-

H h 2 mitted
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niitted them to move a confiderable diftance from their works.

At length the Afghauns ruihed upon them with fuch fury, as

not Co give them time to ufe their cannon. Little refiilance

was made, as the *Bhaow was killed almoft on the onfet,

which had an immediate effedt on his troops, who fell into

confufion. Junko and many other chiefs of note fell, and the

route became general. Ibrahim Khan Gardee with his fepoys

made feme ftand, but were overpowered, and cut to pieces.

The field floated with the blood of the numerous flain. Two
and twenty thoufand men and women were taken prifoners,

and the plunder of the Mharatta camp exceeded all valuation.

A great train of artillery, fifty thoufand horfes, two hundred

thoufand cattle, feveral thoufand camels, and five hundred ele-

phants, formed a part of this vaft capture. But this was not

all the lofs of the enemy j for thofe who had efcaped from

the hands of the Durannies were moftly put to death in the

villages, where they had hoped to find refuge; and of the

chiefs of any rank, only three, among whom was Holkar Mul-
har, found their way to Dekkan, In that country the in-

telligence of the defeat fpread an univerfal conllernation, and
threw the Mharatta ftates into a confufion, trom which, had the

princes of Hindooftan followed the blow by a unity of ad:ion

among themfelves, they never could have recovered. But the

nobles of Hindooflan had no fooner rid themfelves of this

general enemy, than their animofities revived agamll each other.

The Duranny Shaw after his vidtory marched to Dhely, where
he continued fome months. Before his departure, he acknow-
ledged Shaw Aulum as emperor of Hindooftan, and com-

manded

» Several pretenders have fmce ftarted up, calling themfelves the Bhaow.
In 17-9 one appeared at Banaras, and began to levy troops and raife difturb-
ances in the city ; upon which he was feized, and confined in the Englifh
garrifon of Chunar, from whence he was releafed by Mr. Haftings in 1782.
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manded Shujah ad Dowlah and the other chiefs to fubmit to

his authority. Sultan Jewan Bukht was continued on the

throne as regent, till his father, then in Bengal, fhould re-

turn to Dhely; and Nujeeb ad Dowlah was entrufted with

the care of the city and protedion of the royal family.
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SHAW AULUM 2^'

A. H. 1175. oHUJAH ad Dowlah having received the khelaut of the
A. D. 1761. vizarut from Shaw Aulum, who was on his march from Patna,

where he had been acknowledged by the *Enghfh, and the

navob Meer Caufim Khan, haftened to receive him on the

confines of his province, at the river CarumnafTa. From thence

the emperor and vizier marched into Bondelcund, and feized

feveral diftridls from the Mharattas, not yet recovered from
their late defeat. At the conclulion of this campaign, Meer
Caufim having been expelled from Bengal by the Englifh,

threw himfelf on the protection of the vizier, who agreed to

affifl him in the recovery of his territories, when the events

followed which are related in the account of the affairs of
Bengal, following this hiftory.

Nujeeb ad Dowlah, on the departure of Ahmed Shaw Ab-
dallee, being in poffeffion.of Dhely, was fhortly after attacked
by Soorauje Mul, raja of the Jauts, who had already extended
his authority over the capital of Agra and its dependancies ; but
the raja being llain, as he was imprudently riding out with a
thin attendance too near the enemy's line, his army fled, and the
ameer al amra obtained an almoft bloodlefs victoiy. He was
however fliortly after attacked by Jowahir Mul, the fon and fuc-

ceffor

' A particular account of this, and other tranfaaions of Shaw Aulum in
Bengal, will be feen in the hiftory of that province, in this volume.
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ceflbr of Soorauje Mul, when Dhely fufFered the hardflilps of a

fiege for forty two days ; at the expiration of which, Nujeeb ad

Dowlah obtained a peace by making fome conceffions to the young

raja. From this time he governed Dhely, and the few diftridts

yet in pofleffion of the royal family, with moderation aftd juftice,

till his death ; when he was fucceeded in his dominions by his

fon Zabtah Khan, who continued to protedt the royal family ; the

emperor Shaw Aulum refiding at Aleabad, with the Englifli.
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Shaw Aulum at length growing weary of his retirement at A. H. 1185.

Aleabad, and finding, after repeated applications, that he could A. D.1771.

not obtain the affiftance of the Englifh to put him in pofleffion

of Dhely, over which he had only a nominal authority, or to

extend his real power beyond the limits of the two fmall pro-

vinces of Aleabad and Korah, refolved to quit their proteftion,

and call in the Mharattas to efcort him to the capital of the

empire, near which a confiderable army was encamped. To this

refolution he was urged on by Hufham ad Dowlah, his favourite,

who hoped to acquire the fole adminiftration of the royal affairs,

fhould the emperor leave Aleabad, where his power was con^

trouled by Moneer ad Dowlah, an old minifler, who enjoyed the

confidence and fupport of the Englifh, and with juflice, as a re-

Ipedtable charadter, the favourite being a weak man, and known

chiefly as the pander of the loofer pleafures of his royal mafter.

The vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah, though apparently againfl the

meafure, yet privately encouraged Hufham ad Dowlah to perfuade

the emperor to march, and even gave him a fum of money, as

a proof of his friendfhip ; for he regarded the prefence of Shaw

Aulum with the Englifh, as a bar to the fuccefs of plans in which

he required their affiilance. Moneer ad Dowlah, who was well

acquainted with the charafter of the Mharattas, and forefaw that

his mafler would in the end fall a prey to their treachery, en-

deavoured, but in vain, to perfuade him againfl giving up the

com-
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comfortable afylum of Aleabad, and the folid revenue he enjoy-

ed from the Englifh protcdtion, for the acquilition of a deiolated

capital. The prefidency of Calcutta alfo remonllrated ; but Shaw

Aulum was determined. He marched from Aleabad, and was

accompanied as far as the frontiers of Korah by the vizier and

Sir Robert Barker, commander in chief of the Englifh forces.

The latter, at taking leave, renewed his advice that his Majefty

would remain with his nation; but Shaw Aulum was impatient

to fee himfelf enthroned in the palace of his anceftors. He moved

onwards to Ferokhabad, the navob of which, Ahmed Khan Bun-

gufli, being lately dead, his eftates and effecfls, according to the

ufage of the empire, had reverted to the crown. His fon and

fucccflbr, Muzzuffir Jung, on the payment of five lacks of rupees,

as a compofition for the royal demand, was confirmed in the pof-

feffions of his father. Shaw Aulum now had a refpedable trea-

fury, having made confiderable favings from the revenue paid him

by the Englifh, and alfo obtained an advance of twenty two lacks

of rupees for drafts on the Bengal tribute for the enfuing year,

from the vizier and Moneer ad Dowlah. His army, though fmall,

was well appointed ; and he had two battalions of fepoys, which

had been difciplined by " Englifh officers.

After

* The officers were removed on tlie march of Shaw Aulum. Different opini-

ons have prevailed on the policy or impolicy of the Englifh not joining the

emperor. Had they accompanied him with a brigade, their conquefts would

doubtlefs have been fplendid ; but to preferve them they muft have inevitably

taken the lead in all public affairs To fome native nobles changes muft have

occurred from that very circumftance, and the council of Bengal knew they would

have been loudly reprefented to our countrymen as afls of barbarity in the ftig«

matized fervants of the company. My countrymen, compare impartially our con-

duft in the affairs of Bengal, with that of the native vidlors ; and let the preju-

dices excited by interefted, abufive, and, perhaps, envious eloquence, give place to

the proper feelings of Englifhmen, on difcovering that the honour of our country

has not been fullied by Englishmen in India. At home, you have feen falfe

patriots daily. Believe me, we are not fo treacherous in India. Poilerity will

do us juflice.



SHAW AULUM THE SECOND.

After a ftay of nearly two months in the vicinity of Ferok-

habad, the emperor moved to Nubby Gunge, twenty five cofs

nearer Dhely; where he was joined by Sindia, a Mharatta

chief, who came to fettle the terms of fervice, and to efcort

him to the camp of his principal Biffajee, then encamped near

Dhely. Moneer ad Dowlah had been left in charge of the

provinces of Aleabad and Korah; fo that Hufham ad Dowlah

had now attained his wifhed for office of a(5ting minifter. He
agreed to pay the Mharattas ten lacks of rupees, when the

emperor fhould be put in polTeffion of Dhely j but they infifled

upon the fum in advance ; which, after much negotiation was

given them, and they performed the conditions. About the lat-

ter end of December 1771, Shaw Aulum made his entry into

Dhely, and received the congratulations of his family, and the

inhabitants of the ancient capital of Hindooftan.

The emperor's ftay in Dhely was but fhort. He had re-

folved on the ruin of Zabtah Khan, for which many reafons

are afligned. He had, it was faid, been deficient in refpedt

to the royal authority while Shaw Aulum refided at Alea-

bad; and it was alfo whifpered, that during his command in

the palace of Dhely, he had abufcd his truft, by corrupting

the ladies of the haram, particularly the princefs KhierooniiTa,

the emperor's filler; a condudl certainly deferving the royal dif-

pleafure. Whatever were the caufes, Shaw Aulum had deter-

mined to feize his territories, and the Mharattas readily agreed

to aflift him, not only from the hope of plunder, but of gra-

tifying their revenge for the lofles they had fufFered from

Nujeeb ad Dowlah; to whofe courage the vidtory of Shaw
Ahmed Abdallee at Panniput had been greatly owing.
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Shaw Aulum marched again in January 1772, not more

than twenty days after his arrival at Dhely, with an army of

Vol. II. I i ninety
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ninety thoufand men, chiefly Mharatta cavalry, and without

delay entered the dillridls of Zabtah Khan; who, unable to

refill fuch a force in the field, evacuated his capital of Ghofe

Ghur, which was plundered, and fled acrofs the Ganges, hoping

to defend his territories on the eafl:ern bank of that river,

which he trufted would impede the royal progrefs. He ftationed

troops at the diflferent fords ; but this flep weakened his

main body, and was the caufe of his deflirudtion. Nujeef Khan
gallantly crofled the river, and difperfed the troops at one of

the ftations, when he v/as followed by the chief part of the

Mharatta army ; after which Zabtah Khan made but little re-

fiflance. He fled to Pattergur, where he had depofited his

women and treafures, but was fo clofely purfued, that he had

not time to remove them. This place furrendered after a few

days' fiege, and his family and effeOis fell into the hands of

the enemy J but Zabtah Khan, with a few attendants, made
his efcape to the camp of the vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah, who

. was advanced to Shawabad, the frontier city of his dominions,

to watch the motions of the Mharattas, attended alfo by Sir

Robert Barker, with four battalions of fepoys, and fome officers

appointed to difcipline the vizier's regular battalions. The firil

brigade, under Colonel Champion, had alfo marched as far as

Banaras, to be ready to join the vizier in cafe of neceflity.

The dry feafon was fpent by the royal army in reducing the

remainder of Zabtah Khan's pofl"effions and part of Rohilcund,

the chiefs of which fled for refuge to the hills adjacent, and

the principal one, Hafiz Rhamut, repaired to the camp of Shu-

jah ad Dowlah to purchafe his prote(ition.

At the approach of the rains, the Mharattas prefixed the

emperor to canton at Burrelly, the capital of Hafiz Rhamut's

country, promifing, at the conclufion, to reduce all Rohilcund

to the royal authority, and even to attack Shujah ad Dowlah

and
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and the Englifh; but Shaw Aulum abfolutely declined moleft-

ing the vizier or his allies, and infifted on returning to Dhely;

to which, much againft their wills, they at length confented.

This campaign ended very little to the fatisfacStion of the

emperor, for the Mharattas paid him but little refpedl, and

allowed him fcarce any fhare of the plunder or territory ac-

quired by the war. They alfo reftored to Zabtah Khan his

v/omen and children, for a ranfom of a lack and half of ru-

pees, which was generoufly advanced him by Shujah ad Dowlah.

Shaw Aulum, upon his return to Dhely, rewarded the fer-

vices of his general Nujeef Khan, by the gift of fome diftrids

which had been abandoned by Zabtah Khan; and eflablHhed

other chiefs in Sarungpore and other pergunnahs taken in the

campaign, which had been left to the royal difpofal by the

Mharattas, who paffed the rainy feafon in the province of Agra,

in endeavouring to reduce the Jauts to pay them the choute

tribute.
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At the conclufion of the rains, the affairs of the emperor

affumed a gloomy afpe(ft. His treacherous allies, the Mharattas,

whofe only objed: was prefent gain, having drained Shaw
Aulum's treafury, agreed, for a fum of money, to reflore to

Zabtah Khan the country, for which they had been amply paid

by the fovereign, and to give back to the Jauts fome diftricts

which had been religned to the emperor on his iirft arrival at

Dhely. They infolently iffued their orders to the royal officers

to evacuate their ftations, and they were obliged to fubmit to

fuperior force 3 fo that in a few weeks the unhappy Shaw
Aulum found himfelf without any territory but the ruined

capital of Dhely, all befides being fold back into thofe very

hands which had held them previous to his connections with the

I i 2 Mharattas
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Mharattas. The unhappy monarch now experienced, not only

lofs of territory, but perlbnal indignity from his own troops;

who, expelled from the diftridts on which they had affign-

ments for their pay, crowded to Dhely, and began to be cla-

morous for their arrears. The emperor had expended his ready

money on the Mharattas, the caufers of his diftrefs. The
minifter, Hufham ad Dowlah, inftead of attempting meafures

to alleviate the fufFerings of his mafter, endeavoured to turn

them to his own advantage, by making them the inftrument

of ruining Nujeef Khan, of whofe growing favour at court he

was become jealous. The royal troops were moftly difbanded,

on pretence that there was no money to pay them, and Nu-
jeef Khan's corps among the refl. The Mharattas were pri-

vately invited by the minifter to Dhely. Nujeef Khan, how-

ever, was fo beloved by his people, who regarded him as of

fortunate aufpices, that they would not leave him, trufting to

happier times for a reward; and many of the chiefs difmifled

by the minifter embraced his fortunes. Nujeef Khan in vain

endeavoured to perfuade the emperor to difburfe money from

his privy purfe, and levy troops to prevent the Mharattas from

entering Dhely, as the only means to avert his ruin; but Shaw

Aulum, having fo recently experienced treachery, would not

confide in him, and refolved to truft to chance for the decifion

of his fate. He was at the fame time inclined to hope, from

the perfuafions of Hufham ad Dowlah, that the march of the

Mharattas was not with offenfive defigns to the royal power.

At length, the Mharatta army, with the Jauts and Rohil-

las under Zabtah Khan, arrived near Dhely, and Shaw Aulum,

when too late, repented of his negledl of Nujeef Khan; who

was now recjuefted to endeavour to fave the city. Negotiation

was in vain, as the enemy demanded the controul of the em-

peror's perfon and the garrifon of the palace. Nujeef Khan re-

folved
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folved to oppofe them. Of the royal troops there only remained

the two regular battalions of fepoys difciplined by the Englifli,

and two others armed with mufquets. NujeefKhan had a body

of five thoufand horfe, and a fmall party of French, who had

lately quitted the fervice of the Jauts. With this force, but ill

fupplied with ammunition, he marched out of the city, and took

poft at about two miles diftant from it, having the river Jumna
on his left, and on his right the old citadel. His rear was de-

fended by the artillery of the city walls. The Mharattas made

a general attack, almoft as foon as he had formed his line, and

were repulfed with lofs ; but NujeefKhan imprudently purfuing

the enemy, was drawn from his advantageous pofition, when they

rallied, and furrounded him with fo fuperior a body of cavalry,

as turned the fortune of the day. Nujeef Khan efcaped with

great difficulty, after the lofs of feveral of his beft officers and a

near relation, to the two difciplined battalions, who nobly flood

.their ground. The French had raflily quitted their poft in pur-

fuit, and, after much lofs, with the greatefl difficulty attained a

fhelter under the walls of the old citadel. The two battalions

fuflained repeated charges till night, when the enemy retired;

and Nujeef Khan, grown indifferent to life, was with force, by

his friends carried into Dhely. He had attempted feveral times

to rufh fingly on the enemy and court his death. It was faid,

that this defeat was owing to the treachery of Hufham ad Dow-
lah, who had allow^ed the Mharattas to pafs unmolefled under

the walls of the city, in the rear of Nujeef Khan. It is certain

that the minifter was not difpleafed at the lofs of his rival.

The emperor was now obliged to throw hlmfelf on the mercy

of his enemies. After fome days fpent in negotiation, the Mha-
rattas encamped nearer the city, and their chiefs, BifTajee and

Holkar, with Zabtah Khan, efcorted by a large body of troops,

made a triumphant entry into the palace, to vifit his majefty.

They

^Si
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They advanced upon their elephants to the gate of the public

hall of audience, a privilege allowed only to the imperial fa-

mily. Their followers filled the various courts of the palace.

They even attempted to penetrate the female apartments, and

were prevented only by the intricate windings of the paflages fi-om

molefting the women, and adding the worft difgrace to fallen

royalty. At the gate of the hall of audience the chiefs con-

defcended to alight, and to make the cuftomary obeifances ; but

the unfortunate emperor was obhged, at the fame time, to de-

fcend from his throne, and fit on a fmall carpet to receive them.

Bifiajee and Holkar, after fome interval, helped him to re-af-

cend his throne ; which he may be faid now to have received

from their hands. * The whole of the interview pafl!ed in the moft

humihating condefcenfions of the emperor, and the greatefl in-

folence on the part of the Mharattas.

After this vifit, Hufliam ad Dowlah having laid the blame of

refiftance on Nujeef Khan, and divided a lack of rupees between

the two Mharatta chiefs, they, for this trifling fum, agreed to ex-

pel his rival from Dhely. A mefiTage in the royal name was fent

to Nujeef Khan, commanding him to pay money received on the

emperor's account, during the laft campaign in Rohilcund. Nu-
jeef Khan alleged truly, that he had expended the fum demanded,

about * eighty thoufand rupees, on his troops ; but his plea was

not accepted, and he was threatened with force. By pledging

fome jewels, plate, and the contributions of friends, he made
fhift to raife the money, which he paid ; but his danger did not

end here. He was peremptorily commanded to quit the city, and

threatened with force if he did not comply.

Nujeef

Ten thoufand pounds*
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Nujeef Khan was now reduced to the laft extremity. He
faw that nothing but his deflrud:ion would fatisfy the minifter,

and was without money for his daily fupport; but courage, in

fuch diflrefs, did not forfake him or his friends. They colledled

their women and children into the quarter furrounding his palace,

refolving, if forced, to fave their honour, by putting them to

death, and then feek their own by rufliing on the enemy. Bar-

ricadoes were formed at the different avenues, defended by artil-

lery. The quarter was furrounded by the minifler's troops ; who,

however, were too cowardly to make an attack. Hufliam ad

Dowlah had then recourfe to the Mharattas ; but they refufed

fending troops into the city, left it fhould occafion a general

maffacre and pillage. Upon this refufal, the minifter obtained

from the emperor, (who was inexcufable in granting it,) a letter,

written in his own hand, begging their afliflance, but in vain ; the

gallant behaviour of Nujeef Khan having raifed fentiments of

admiration and compaflion in the breafl of their chiefs. Holkar

difpatched to him his nephew, with folemn affurances of fafety and

proted;ion, if he would quit Dhely and come to his camp. Nujeef

Khan accepted his offer ; but firfl refolved to obtain, if poflible,

the emperor's difmiffion from his own mouth. His progrefs to

the palace was conduced with a folemnity, which evidently proved

the love and reverence his followers bore him. He was mounted

on horfeback, and proceeded flowly through the flreets, guarded

by his dependants to the number of fome thoufands, on foot, with

drawn fabres, and loaded pieces, exclaiming at intervals, agreeably

to the Perfian cuftom at the great mourning on the anniverfary

of the maffacre of their Imaums, " Ya Houflein, Ya Houffein,"

with doleful cries. On his arrival at the gate of the palace, he

fent a requefl for an interview with the emperor i but it was re-

fufed ; nor indeed would it have been prudent or fafe to grant it,

in the prelent difpofition of the injured chief and his followers.

From the palace he marched in the fame folemn manner to the

Mharatta
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Mharatta camp, where he was politely received by Holkar, who,

on hearing that he had not eaten for fome time for want of ne-

ceflaries, fupplied him with a fum of money. After fome con-

verfation, Nujeef Khan returned to the city ; from whence, after

three days, he departed, with his family and followers, and was

received into the fervice of Holkar, at a falary of ' fix thoufand

rupees a day for himfelf and his corps.

The Mharattas, now obliged the emperor to confer on Zabtah

Khan the rank of ameer al amra, and to reftore him the grant

of almofl all the diftrifts, of which he had only a few months

before been deprived by their affiftance. The Jauts were alfo

reinftated in their poffeflions, and the Mharattas took to themfelves

an exteniive and fertile tradl, lying between the Ganges and Jum-
na rivers i fo that Shaw Aulum was left almoft deftitute of re-

venue. He was alfo forced to make prefents, and aflign oyer by
grant the provinces of Aleabad and Korah to his rapacious allies

;

which, however, they dared not at prefent attempt to occupy,

through fear of the Engliih, who fupported the royal governor,

Moneer ad Dowlah.

A. D. 1773. The Mharattas having plundered Dhely, marched into Rohil-

cund 3 but their progrefs was interrupted by the arrival of Shujah

ad Dowlah and an Englifh brigade to the affiftance of the Ro-
hillas. After plundering the northern parts, on the appearance of

the allied army, they retreated acrofs the Ganges, from the bank

of which they fired a few fliot on the Engliih line ; but their

cannon being foon difmounted by the enemy's fire, they retreated

towards the Jumna, and fhortly after returned to Dekkan, where

fome diffentions in their own government called for the prefence

of their chiefs. It is probable, that they had long before refolved

on

* Six hundred pounds flerling and upwards.
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on a retreat to their own country, and that the neceflity of it

haftened their treacherous condudt to the emperor ; being wilHng

to obtain what they could, from the territories which they were

obliged to quit.

Nujeef Khan had, on the near approach of the allied army,

taken the opportunity of quitting the fervice of Holkar, the Mha-
ratta chief, and joining Shujah ad Dowlah, who received him with

great kindnefs, appointed him his deputy in the office of vizier,

and fent him back to Dhely, with the moft earneft recommenda-

tions to the emperor to employ him in the room of Hufliam ad

Dowlah ; and this advice was alfo feconded by Sir Robert Barker,

The vizier now returned into his own dominions, where the Eng-

liih army alio cantoned.

Nujeef Khan, on his arrival at Dhely, was received with the

warmeft careffes by the emperor, now much difgufted with and

weary of the condud: of his minifler, who had not only occa-

fioned his fufFerings from the Mharattas, but had alfo broken

his promife of redeeming fome valuable jewels, which had been

intrufted to him to pledge during his neceffities. Nujeef Khan
offered not only to redeem the jewels, but to pay the arrears of

the royal troops, grown mutinous, if he would deliver the mini-

fter into his hands. Shaw Aulum aflented ; and the fallen fa-

vourite being feized, his eiFedls were confifcated, to the amount

of • ten lacks of rupees, little more than a fifth part of which,

however, was paid to the emperor, the reft being withheld by

Nujeef Khan. \ ,_

''

Hufliam ad Dowlah had rifen to power from a menial fitua-

tion } not by merit or diftinguifhed abilities, but by making infa-

VoL. II. K k mous

• One hundred thoufand pounds.
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mous ufe of his mafter's foibles, in procuring beautiful women
for his pleafures. He was without education, and unable to read

or write. His infolence in office was difgufting to all. During

his adminiilration he was feared and detefted ; and his fall was re-

joiced at by all ranks. He remained in clofe confinement nearly

two years, when Nujeef Khan not only fet him at liberty, but

allotted him a liberal penlion for his fupport in private life j in

which he has fmce remained undiilinguifhed.

Nujeef Khan was now appointed fecond bukhfhi, and, at his

recommendation, Abdulahud Khan, his friend, third, whom he left

to manage affairs with the emperor, while he himfelf engaged,

in an expedition againft the Jauts, over whom he was fuccefsful

in a general adlion. His army confifted of three of the royal bat-

talions, three thouland Rohilla irregular infantry, and about eight

thoufand horfe under various adventurers. It was flipulated, that

he fhould retain half the conquered diftridts for the fupport of his

dignity and troops, and refign the other ' to the emperor. Shaw
Aulum now obtained repoffellion of fome diftridts in the vicinity of

Dhely, and his affairs began to wear a tolerable afpeit.

A. D. 1774. Shujah ad Dowlah was now advanced to Etawa, from whence

he had driven the Mharatta garrifon, with a confiderable army,

and was waiting the arrival of an Englifh brigade, to proceed on

an expedition againft the Rohillas, who had failed in their engage-

ments to pay him forty lacks of rupees for his protection of their

country the laft year. Here he was vifited by Nujeef Khan, who
had reduced the city of Agra from the Jauts, and it was agreed,

that he ihould invade the Rohillas on one fide, while the vizier

and his allies advanced on tiie other. This point being fettled,

Nujeef Khan repaired to Dhely.

Shujah
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Shujah ad Dowlah had difpatched his minifter Ecruch Khan

to the capital, in the beginning of February, to negotiate with the

emperor. The minifter arrived at court with a conliderable force

and a large fum of money. With the firft he browbeat the royal

officers, and with the other bribed largely. He propofed to the

emperor to take the field and join in the attack of the Rohillas

;

on which condition, the vizier promifed to pay down immediately

» two lacks of rupees for the expenfe of preparation, '' ten thoufand

rupees every marching day, and ' five thoufand each halting day.

He agreed alfo to refign half the conquered country to the royal

difpofal, when he fliould have paid his engagements with the

Englifh for their affiftance.
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The emperor at firft gave his aflent j but his inclinations were

againft aggrandizing his vizier at the expenfe of the Rohillas,

whom, it is faid, he informed of the defigns againft them. He
was, however, prevailed upon to march a fliort diftance, and

crofling the Jumna, encamped at Shawdirruk, on the eaftern bank,

pretending to join Shujah ad Dowlah, who was now advanced to

Cofly Gunge, within an hundred miles of Dhely. Upon his en-

tering the camp, he received the two lacks of rupees ftipulated,

and alfo ^ feventy five thoufand during his ftiort ftay in the field ;

but fuddenly feigning fevere illnefs, he returned to the palace, and

his further march was laid afide. Eeruch Khan, however, by his

money, threats, and promifes, though he could not draw the em-
peror to join in the campaign, obtained grants for the vizier of all

the Rohilla country, Kinnoje, and Etawa ; alfo of the provinces

of Korah and Aleabad, of which he had already received poiTef-

K k 2 fion

» Twenty thoufand pounds,

*> One thoufand pounds.

« Jive Hundred pounds.

^ Seven thoufand five hundred pounds.
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fion from the Englifti ; who, as they had in fatft procured them

for Shaw Aulum, thought themfelves entitled to dilpofe of them

again, when he had refigned his claim to the Mharattas. The

emperor alfo, by an inftrament in his own hand writing, conftl-

tuted Shujah ad Dowlah fole arbiter and diredor of all the royal

intereflis and concerns without exception, even to the. remiflion of

the tribute of Bengal. For thefe conceffions, important as they

were, Shaw Aulum received only about * three lacks and a half

of rupees, aiid a promife from the vi2ief upon oath, of half the

territory of the Rohillas, or an equivalent in the *" Doaub, more

adjacent to the capital ; but this condition was never performed,

though fo folemnly made.

Eeruch Khan alfo jM^vailed on the emperor to give Zabtah

Khan the farm of the revenues of Mheerut, then in polTeflion of

the Mharattas, who were now expelled from it and all the weftern

provinces, except a fmall territory in Ajmere. The vizier obtained

this favour in order to lecure Zabtah Khan in his interefl, againft

his own contrymen the Rohillas.

During this negotiation, Nujeef Khan arrived at t)hely from

his vifit to Shujah ad Dowlah, and Was at firfl received with great

coolnefs, not undefervedly, for he had neglected the performance

of his engagements to refign to the emperor half the conquefts

from the Jauts, and had refufed to admit a royal officer into the

command of the citadel of Agra, which he had promifed to do

when joined by the emperor's battalions ; but as Shaw Aulum
could not p«ni/h his difrefpedl, he was feemingly reconciled to

him, on Nujeef Khan's making new proteftations of loyalty. The
imperial troops, however, were no longer allowed to a£t under

his orders.

Towards

Thirty five thoufand pounds.

Country between the rivers Ganges and Jumna.



*-•'

SHAW AULUM THE SECOND.

Towards the end of April 1774, Nujeef Khan marched from
Dhely to join Shujah ad Dowlah ; who with his allies the Englifh,

had defeated the Rohillas in a general engagement, in which
Ha6z Rhamut, the leading chief being killed, the others fled for

reRige to the hills, leaving their country an eafy prey to the vizier >

who took pofleffion of all Rohilcund, except the diftrid:s of

Rampore, which were granted in jaghire to Fyzoollah Khan,
at the mediation of the Englifh, upon his fubmiffion to the

vizier. Zabtah Khan alfo joined Shujah ad Dowlah; but being

greatly in arrear to the royal treafury for the revenue of his

country, Shaw Aulum, in his abfence, detached a force, who
expelled his collectors from Mheerut and other diftrifts with-

out oppofition.

The emperor's affairs, though far from brilliant, yet, by

the addition of territory taken from Zabtah Khan, affumed a

comfortable afpedtj and had he joined Shujah ad Dowlah, it is

probable he would have obtained fome furtiier acquifition; but

he was diverted from it by the aiding minifter Abdulahud Khan,

who feared his own influence would be loil in the fuperior

confequence of the vizier : nor was this the firft time that

Shaw Aulum fuffered by facrificing to the felf-interefl: of a

favourite.

Nujeef Khan, after performing what was required of him
in the Rohilla war, returned to Dhely, reinforced by fome

troops lent him by Shujah ad Dowlah, who heartily forwarded

his advancement, and, it is faid, recommended him to remove

Abdulahud Khan from the emperor. The minifter, fufpe<5ting the

defign againft him, was on his guard, and would not move
from the citadel ; till at length Nujeef Khan finding Shaw
Aulum much averie to the removal of the favourite, and his

march from Dhely on his own affairs becoming urgent, he

afl"ented
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afTented to his remaining in office, and a feeming reconcilia-

tion took place.

Not long after this, Shaw Aulum received an offer from

Caulim Alee Khan, the fugitive navob of Bengal, who had

come from Jeypore to the neighbourhood of Dhely, of feven

lacks of rupees for the office held by Abdulahud Khan ; but

that minifler, having intelligence of his fchemes, procured an

order to force him from the royal domains. It is fufpedted,

that the emperor would have accepted the propofal, could he

have done it without danger ; but it is certain, that he ftrongly

denied having liflened to it, and laid the blame upon fome of

his fervants, who were immediately difmiffed, at the requeft of

Abdulahud Khan. Caufim Alee died Ihortly after, at an obfcure

village near Dhely, unpitied even by his own family, for not even

misfortune could foften the cruelty of his mind. He had been

accompanied in his flight by feveral faithful dependants ; but

they were almoft all in the end obliged to abandon him, his

caufelefs jealoufy of their lincerity expoiing them to conftant

perfonal danger. Upon his efcape from Shujah ad^ Dowlah at

the battle of Buxar, he firft retired into the Rohilla country,

where he found a comfortable afylum j but his intrigues ren-

dering him difagreeable to the chief under whofe prote(!!tioii he

refided, he was obliged to leave it, and took fhelter with the

rana of Ghoed. After fome years relidence in his country, he

proceeded to * Jodepore, and from thence came to try his for-

tune in the fervice of the emperor, in which he met with the dif-

appointment related. Caulim Alee Khan certainly poflelTed abilities.

He would have been a ferviceable minifler to a prince within

the line of finance ; but for a fovereign ftation he was unfit,

being cruel, meanly fufpicious, and pufillanimous. In his prof^

.perity, he forgot the friends who had given it him ; and in his

adverfe fortune, he iliufed thofe who fhared it with him. The
Englifh,

' Capital of the Marwar Rajaftiip.
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Engllfli, deceived by his elegance of manners, which he pofTefled

in a very eminent degree, and convinced of his fkill in the

finances of Bengal, (which province and its dependancies had
fallen to their difpofal, by the chance of war and inability of

Meer Jaffier,) chofe him for his fucceflbr; and from that in-

ftant he became their enemy, and impatient to cut off the

hands which had exalted him. His jealoufy of the Englifli was

not that of a great mind, which cannot bear an equal, but of

a low cunningi feeling itfelf incapable of returning confidence

for confidence, and therefore defirous of burying obligation in

the deftru(5lion of his patrons. Had this not been the cafe, he

would have relied on the promifes of Mr. Vanfittart, whofe

nobility of fentiment and liberality of heart were fully known
to him, for the arrangement of connedion between him and

the Englifh : but the wickednefs of his own inini made him
/uiped: others, and he fell defervedly from his high ftation.*

About this time, Sumroo, the bloody agent of Caufim Alee's

cruelty at Patna, having left the fervice of the Jauts, came to

Dhely, and was entertained by the minifter; but at the ex-

piration of four months, Abdulahud Khan, fearful of exciting

the refentment of the Englilh, difcharged him, and he was im-

mediately retained by Nujeef Khan, though he had remon-

ilrated to the emperor on the impropriety of his accepting his

iervices. " -
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It may not be improper in this place to mention fomc

particulars of Sumroo. His real name was Walter Reinehard,

and he was of obfcure parentage in the Electorate of Treves.

He entered early as a common foldier into the fervice of the

French, taking for his ^Nom de Guerre^ Summer, which his com-

rades, from his faturnine complexion, turned into Sombre, and

the Indians, by corruption, Sumroo. At length he repaired to

Bengal,

» For Caufim Alee's hiftory, vide Tranfa6lions of Bengal, in this volume.
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Bengal, and enlifted into one of the Swifs companies then em-
ployed at Calcutta ; but at the end of eighteen days deferted

to the French at Chandernagore, where he became a ferjeant.

Deferting this poft, he fled into the upper provinces, and was

for fame time a private trooper in the cavalry of SufFder Jung,

father to Shujah ad Dowlah. This fervice he quitted, and led

a vagabond life in different provinces ; but in 1760 was with

the rebel fojedaur of Purnea. Upon his being expelled from

Bengal, Sumroo left him, and entered into the fervice of Gregory,

an Armenian, then in high favour with Caulim Alee, and dif-

tinguifhed by the title of Goorgeen Khan. From him he had

the command of a battalion of fepoys, and afterwards obtain-

ed from the navob the addition of another. In this flation he

maflacred the Englifli captives at Patna. Some time previous

to the battle ' of Buxar, he treacheroufly deferted Caufim Alee

vv^ith his corps, and embraced the fervice of Shujah ad Dowlah,

who had gained him over by bribes. Upon his defeat at Buxar,

he was entrufted with the protedlion of the Begums, and re-

mained with the vizier till he had made peace with the Engliih ;

when, fearful of being delivered up to fhem, he retired to Agra,

and entered into the pay of the Jaut raja, Jowahir Smg; but

quitted him for the fervice of the raja of Jeypore, who foon

difmifTed him on a remonftrance from the Englifti general.

He then again ferved the Jauts ; quitted them once more, and

came to Dhely ; from whence, as related, he followed the for-

tunes of Nujeef Khan, in whofe fervice he died. Such are the

outlines of the fortune of this man, who had fome merit as a

foldier, but wholly obfcured by a treacherous and blood-thirfly

difpofition. His corps was continued after his" death, in the

name of his fon and a favourite concubine, who received for

their maintenance the fum of *fixty five thoufand rupees per

month.

Towards,
• Six thoufand five hundred pounds.
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. Towards the latter end of the year 1774, Zabtah Khan, at

the recommendation of Shujah ad Dowlah, who had deprived

him of his territories eaft of the Ganges, notwithftanding his

profeffions of friendfhip before the defeat of the Rohillas, was,

to make fome amends for the difappointment, called to Dhely,

and reftored to his farm of Mheerut and other diftrids, on

condition of paying a revenue of nine lacks of rupees to the

royal trealury.

In the month of January 1 775, died the vizier Shujah ad

Dowlah, in the midft of his victories and higheft profperity.

He had planned the extenfion of his dominions over all the

territory ufurped by the Mharattas in the provinces of Malwa,

Agra, and Bondelcund; and, had he lived a kv^ years longer,

there is little doubt, but that with the affiflance of the Engliih,

he would have confined the Poonah government to their pof-

feffions fouth of the Nerbudda river ; which would have been a

bleffing to the diftradted empire of the Mahummedans in Hin-
dooftan. In the early part of his life he was vain, and ad-

dicted to pleafure, for which he too much neglected public

bufinefsj but on the recovery of his dominions after the battle

of Buxar, he fhewed that adverfity had been to him a fervice-

able tutorefs, by bringing forth the better qualities of his mind

into adtion. As a prince, he was wife, and dignified in cha-

radter ; as a private man, aifable, humane and generous. In a

fituation, where the attainment of a fplendid objeft too gene-

rally palliates the means of purfuit, however treacherous, and in

a country where arts, common to all, are unhappily neceflary

for felf-defence, his policy was lefs marked with blood than

that of moft princes who are efteemed in Hindooftan as de-

ferving general applaufe. By his own fubjedis he was fincerely

beloved i and even the fons of Hafiz Rhamut, whofe country he

had feized, wept at his death. Had he been placed among a

Vol. II. LI virtuous
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virtuous people, he might have been a virtuous prince; and

among thofe he was obliged to govern and contend with, he
was eminently fuperior in every good quality.* -

Shujah ad Dowlah was fucceeded in territory by his eldeft

ion, Afoph ad Dowlah ; and upon his prefenting a pefhcufh,

or offering, and fending a general with five thoufand men and

fome artillery to attend the emperor, was inveiled alfo with

the office of vizier.

A. D.I 7 76. The troops fent by Afoph ad Dowlah reached Dhely at a

time, important even to the perfonal fafety of Shaw Aulum,

the royal army having been juft defeated by Zabtah Khan, who

had refufed paying the revenues of the diftridts of which he

had the collection, and taken up arms to fupport his difobe-

dience. The arrival of the vizier's troops alone prevented him
from becoming mafter of Dhely and the fate of his fovereign.

. Zabtah Khan, however, by the mediation of Luttafut, Afoph ad

Dowlah's general, who was bribed largely on the occafion,

-was again pardoned, his arrears remitted, and re-appointed to

- the trufts he had betrayed, Shaw Aulum having not refolution

or power to refufe his affent.

A. D. 1777. This year the emperor, affifted by Nujeef Khan, who had

completed his conquefts over the Jauts, marched once more
againft Zabtah Khan, who had again rebelled.- The greateft part

of his country was taken, but little advantage accrued to Shaw
Aulum, moft of the recovered diftridts being given by the general

as fecurities for pay to the chiefs of different corps. The em-
-peror kept the field from April to December; when, weary of
being led as a pageant by Nujeef Khan, who only ufed his

authority

» An account cf Shujah ad Dowlah's warfare with the Englifh is given in

the hiflory of Bengal, in this volume.
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authority to aggrandize himfelf, he returned in difguft to Dhely,

and Nujeef Khan repaired to Agra, of which province he was

now mafter, and kept up only a nominal allegiance to his

fovereign.

r-i' No remarkable event occurred in the emperor's concerns till A. D. 1778.

the conclulion of the rains this year ; when fome propofals

being made by a Raajepoote chief, then at war with Nujeef

Khan, the minifter, » Mujd ad Dowlah, thinking them favour-;

able to his views of humbling the latter, perfuaded Shaw Aulum
to take the field, under a pretence of a pilgrimage to '' Ajmere,

to cover the real objedt of the expedition from Nujeef Khan.

The emperor, accordingly, moved by flow marches to Narnoul,

about fifty cofs from Dhely, which he reached near the clofe

of the year. By this time, the raja, to affift whom the cam-

paign, was made, being taken prifoner, Mujd ad Dowlah chang-

ing his objeft, employed the royal force to /hare the advan-

tages of his deftrudtion with Nujeef Khan. Several diftrid:s

were feized, and the minifter now thought ferioufly of leading

his mailer to Ajmere, and exadling a tribute from the raja of

Jeypore in the route. Nujeef Khan was fummoned to attend

the royal ftandard, though, probably, his prefence was not de-

fired by Mujd ad Dowlah. In January 1779, the royal army

arrived near Jeypore, and the minor raja, lately acceded to the

mufnud by the death of his uncle, was fummoned to attend

the emperor. The regent was embarafied how to adt; not

chufino- to trufl the royal miniiler, who had taken many of the

Raajepoote chiefs, his enemies, into pay ; nor did he wifh to

exafperate the emperor by difrefpeca. In this dilemma, he fought

the patronage of Nujeef Khan, who willingly gave it him, being

L 1 2 defirous

ftate.

Abdulahud Khan, who had received this title, fignifying, Exalter of the

'' At this city is the tomb of a celebrated Mahummedan faint.
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dellrous of depriving Mujd ad Dowlah of the credit and ad-

vantage of an influence in Jeypore, on which he had vievs^s

of his ovv^n» The minifter w^as amufed, by promifes from the

regent of coming to an interview, till Nujeef Khan joined the

royal camp, when the raja declared his wifties of having him

only for his mediator with the emperor. Mujd ad Dowlah

dared not refufe, as Nujeef Khan was fuperior in force; and

Shaw Aulum confented from the fame caufe. Eight lacks of

rupees were fettled for the offering, of which two only were

paid to the royal trcafury ; but Nujeef Khan obtained a much

larger fum, befides the advantage which the credit of his fu-

periority over Mujd ad Dowlah gave him in the eyes of the

Raajepootes. Nor was this all; the diftrids taken by the royal

army being refigned to him and his friends, for which he gave

up a tradt near Dhely, leis convenient and beneficial to his

government. At his requeft, the pilgrimage was laid afide, and

the. emperor returned to his capital after a tirefome campaign;

which had only ferved to bring frefli infults on his authority,

from the weaknefs of Mujd" ad Dowlah and the ingratitude of

Nujeef Khan.

The royal army had fcarce returned to Dhely, when the

minifler again refolved to take the field, and prevailed on the

emperor to fend with him his fecond fon, the prince * Ferkhundeh

Akhter. Great preparations were made, which took up feveral

months, and excited the attention of the public. Various were

the reports of his intentions. At one time, it was fuppofed he

had entered into negotiations of alliance with the Mharattas,

who had defeated the Englifh army from Bombay, and threat-

ened to attack them in Oude and Bengal. At another, it was

rumoured that the royal army was to be joined by the Siks,

jnd to fall on Nujeef Khan for his negled: of the emperor. At

length,
' Of aufpicious ilars.
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length, in the month of June 1779, Mujd ad Dowlah with his

royal pupil moved from Dhely, and advanced to Panniput, with

fix battalions of fepoys armed in the European manner, a con-

fiderable train of artillery, fix thoufand horfe, eight thoufand

irregular infantry, and fome bands of mercenary Siks -, £0 that,

in point of numbers, his army was formidable, and, with con-

dud: on his part, equal to the conquells of the petty chiefs in

his route, whom he might chufe to attack. On his march he

feized a zemindar, named Daiflbo Sing, from whom he exadled

about two lacks of rupees, and then proceeded towards Puttiala,

the refidenee of Amer Sing, ninety cofs north-weft of Dhely,

who had ufurped a confiderable territory. He was command-
ed to join the royal army, and pay a compenfation for the

revenue of the country ; which at firft he promifed, and a nego-

tiation was begun to fettle the fum ; but the wily zemindar was

infincere, and only wanted to gain time, till he fhould be affift-

ed by the Siks from the province of Lahore, who had pro-

mifed to proted: him, as his redudtion would have expofed them

to invaiion from the royal army. After fome days, Amer
Sing, joined by many of his allies, threw oiF the mafk, and

the Siks in the fervice of the minifter deferted to him, not

chufing to fight againft their brethren. Mujd ad Dowlah, in-

ftead of adting with refblution, would not try the event of per-

fiftance in his demands, but began his retreat towards Panniput j

to which place he was followed by Amer Sing and the . Siks,

who harafled his line of march daily, and plundered his bag-

gage, but could make no impreffion on the main body of his

army J a proof that had he afted vigoroufly, a different fate

would have attended his expedition. .
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The emperor, alarined at the retreat of his minifter, and

dreading the event of the army coming to Dhely and demand-

ing their arrears of pay, wrote preffingly to Nujeef Khan, im-

ploring
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defirous of depriving Mujd ad Dowlah of the credit and ad-

vantage of an influence in Jeypore, on which he had vievp^s

of his own. The minifter was amufed, by promifes from the

regent of coming to an interview, till Nujeef Khan joined the

royal camp, when the raja declared his wifhes of having him

only for his mediator with the emperor. Mujd ad Dowlah

dared not refufe, as Nujeef Khan was fuperior in force; and

Shaw Aulum confented from the fame caufe. Eight lacks of

rupees were fettled for the offering, of which two only were

paid to the royal treaiury ; but Nujeef Khan obtained a much

larger fum, befides the advantage which the credit of his fu-

periority over Mujd ad Dowlah gave him in the eyes of the

Raajepootes. Nor was this allj the diftridls taken by the royal

army being resigned to him and his friends, for which he gave

up a tradt near Dhely, lels convenient and beneficial to his

government. At his requeft, the pilgrimage was laid afide, and

the. emperor returned to his capital after a tirefome campaign 3

which had only ferved to bring fi-efli infults on his authority,

from the weaknefs of Mujd' ad Dowlah and the ingratitude of

Nujeef Khan.

The royal army had fcarce returned to Dhely, when the

minifler again refolved to take the field, and prevailed on the

emperor to fend with him his fecond fon, the prince * Ferkhundeh

Akhter. Great preparations were made, which took up feveral

months, and excited the attention of the pubhc. . Various were

the reports of his intentions. At one time, it was fuppofed he

had entered into negotiations of alliance with the Mharattas*

who had defeated the Englifh army from Bombay, and threat-

ened to attack them in Oude and Bengal. At another, it was

rumoured that the royal army was to be joined by the Siks,

and to fall on Nujeef Khan for his negledt of the emperor. At

length,

? Of aufpicious ftars.
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length, in the month of June 1779, Mujd ad Dowlah with his

royal pupil moved from Dhely, and advanced to Panniput, with

fix battalions of fepoys armed in the European manner, a con-

fiderable train of artillery, fix thoufand^ horfe, eight thoufand

irregular infantry, and fome bands of mercenary Siks; fo that,

in point of numbers, his army was formidable, and, with con-

du<ft on his part, equal to the conquells of the petty chiefs in

his route, whom he might chufe to attack. On his march he

feized a zemindar, named Daiilbo Sing, from whom he exadled

about two lacks of rupees, and then proceeded towards Puttiala,

the refidenee of Amer Sing, ninety cofs north-weft of Dhely,

who had ufurped a confiderable territory. He was command-
ed to join the royal army, and pay a compenfation for the

revenue of the country -, which at firft he promifed, and a nego-

tiation was begun to fettle the fum } but the wUy zemindar was

infincere, and only wanted to gain time, tUl he fhould be aflift-

ed by the Siks from the province of Lahore, who had pro-

mifed to protedt him, as his redudiion would have expofed them

to invafion from the royal army. After fome days, Amer
Sing, joined by many of his allies, threw off the malk, and

the Siks in the fervice of the minifter deferted to him, not

chufing to fight againft their brethren. Mujd ad Dowlah, in-

ftead of adding with refolution, would not try the event of per-

fiftance in his demands, but began his retreat towards Panniput;

to ,which place he was followed by Amer Sing and the . Siks,

who harafied his line of march daily, and plundered his bag-

gage, but could make no impreffion on the main body of his

army; a proof that had he adted vigoroufly, a different fate

would have attended his expedition.
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The emperor, alarmed at the retreat of his minifter, and

dreading the event of the army coming to Dhely and demand-

ing their arrears of pay, wrote preffingly to Nujeef Khan, im-

. ploring
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plorkig his affiflance, and defiring . him to take the adminiftra-

tion of affairs upon himfelf. Nujeef Khan, who had long wiflied.

for fuch an opportunity of ruining the minifler, and had, it yis:

faid, privately negotiated with the Siks and Amer Sing, haften-,

ed to Dhely with his army. Mujd ad Dowlah, upon his ar-

rival at the capital, was difgraced and committed to the cuftody;

of his rivals vyho coiififcated the greateft part of his effbiits, a

fhare of which he gave up to the emperor, _ ; _ , ,.

From this period till the death of Nujeef Khan, Shaw Auluni

remained under his controul> a penfioner on his bounty, with-*

out the leaft power of royalty beyond the granting of empty

titles,, and the ratification of the a<Sts of his minifler ; who £q

abufed his authority, that the wretched emperor frequently wanted

for conveniences, and the women of the haram, and numerous

confined perfonages of the blood-royal, often the common ne«

ceijiaries of life.

Nujeef Khan was now at the height of his power and am-
bition, pofTefling the fole authority at Dhely, with the greateft

part of that province, and the very extenfive one of Agra,

together with, that capital. The raja of Jeypore, and feveral

other Hindoo princes alfo were his tributaries. Next to the

vizier, he was the firfl officer of the empire, being appointed

ameer al amra, with the title of * Zoolfeccar ad Dowlah. After

his arrival at Dhely, he lofl the energy of his former character,

and indulged in voluptuoufncfs fo much, that it injured his con-

flitution; which he flrove to repair for the gratification of ap-

petite, by flimulating confe<5lions. Thefe foon brought on a

complication of diforders, which put an end to his life on the

twenty fecond of April, 1782, in the forty ninth year c^ his

age. -
.

_
. . :;,.i.

^ . ,. .Nujeef
» Sword of the ftate.
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Najeef Khan was born in Perfia, of a family faid to be
related to the SuiFewee fovereigns of that empire; and in his

infancy was, with many of his relations, a prifoner to the ufurper

Nadir Shaw, who kept all the perfcaiages, any way allied to

the throne, in confinement for his own fecurity. , At the re-,

queft of Meerza Mhofun, the brother of Suffder Jung, who was

fcnt on an embafly to Nadir by Mahummud Shaw, after his

invafion of Hindooftan, Nujeef Khan and a fifter much older

than himfelf were releafed. The lady married her deliverer,

and Nujeef Khan accompanied her and her hufband to Dhely.

He was treated with parental aifeftion by Meerza Mhofun, and

at his death attached himfelf to Mahummud KooUee Khan, his

fbn, the governor of Aleabad, who was fliortly after feized and

put to death by his firft coufin, Shujah ad Dowlah, he being

jealous of his ambitious views in affifting Shaw Aulum in the

invafion of Bengal, and regarding Aleabad as his right, it hav-:

ing been given only in deputation by his father, the vizier Suffder

Jung, to Mahummud KooUee Khan, who had refufed to fur-

render it to the fon. Nujeef Khan, upon this event, retired

with a few followers into Bengal, and offered his fervices to the

navob Meer Caufim, then at. war with the Englifh, who gave

him great encouragement. When Meer Caufim took refuge with

Shujah ad Dowlah, Nujeef Khan, not chufing to trufl himfelf

in the power of the latter, repaired to Bondelcund, and ferved

Gomaun Sing, one of the chiefs of that country. Upon the

flight of Shujah ad Dowlah, after the battle of Buxar, he of-

fered his fervices to the Englifh, reprefenting himfelfas the right-

ful lord of the province of Aleabad, was received with refpedt-.

ful welcome, and even put into pofTeffion of a part of it j but

when peace was concluded with the vizier, the Englifh, difcov-

ering the falfehood of his claim, fet it afide, and rewarded his

attachment with a penfion of two lacks of rupees and ftrong

recommendations to the emperor. The recompenfe was greater

V'^^. '^-.--'- "• than
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than his merits with the Englifh, as he had kept up acorref-

pondence with Shujah ad Dowlah, whom he would have joined,

had he been fuccefsful in the battle of Korah. From Aleabad

he accompanied Shaw Aulum to Dhely, where 'the various turns

of his fortune have been already related in the preceding pages.

Nujeef Khan poffeffed great perfonal courage, and a forti-

tude and prefence of mind not to be overcome by the greateft

diftrefs, or the moft fudden misfortune. His afifability of man-

ners was fuch, as to charm even hunger to be patient in his

fervice, and overcome the mutinous refolutions of his troops,

often driven to extreme neceflity for want of regular pay. He
was once, after the reduction of a capital fortrefs from the

Jauts, (from which his army had hoped to receive the advan-

tage of a liquidation of their long arrears) feized upon by the

troops, menaced with death, and expofed bare-headed for a

whole day to the fun, in the hotteft feafon of Hindooftan -, a

moft fevere punifhment. But this, and the appreheniions of

immediate death, did not move the calmnefs of his mind. He
foothed the moft morofe of the mutineers with his eloquence,

and diverted them from their purpofe by his humourous re-

marks upon his own fituation and their condu(fl ; till, at length,

they were contented with a part of their demands, and con-

tinued to ferve him in hopes of better times. It is faid, that

no perfon ever went away difEtisfied from Nujeef Khan, who,
if he could not grant a requeft, would convince the petitioner of

his forrow at his being obliged to refiife it. His expenfes always

exceeded his income, and this obliged him to mortgage his

revenues in affignment to the officers of his army for pay; fo

that his country was never completely fettled under his own
controul, but - always paffing from one chief to aiiother, who
made his own ftatement with the farmers. As he never refufed

offers of fervice from any military adventurers, this evil con-

tinually
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tinually encreafed, and he did not live long enough after his

conquefts to corredl the abufe by a fettled form of government,

and a reduction of force adequate to his finances. It is pro-

bable, had Nujeef Khan been placed at the head of an eftab-

lifhed government, he would have been an amiable and great

prince; and in the fituation he filled, his character draws ad-

miration,* when his difadvantages are liberally confidered.

Upon the death of Nujeef Khan, the illconftruded fabric of

his government foon fell to pieces from the diffentions of his

adherents; while Shaw Aulum, as ufual, fandified from necef-

fity the aftions of the fuccefsful party. AfFrafiaub Khan, an

adopted fon of the deceafed, was firft appointed ameer al amra,

and, at his requeft, Mujd ad Dowlah releafed from confinement j

but his power did not laft long. Nujeef Khan's fifter, who had

great influence with the army, being difgufted at his behaviour,

invited Meerza ShufFee Khan, a near relation of her own, to

Dhely, and oiFered him the infant daughter of her deceafed bro-

ther in marriage ; alfo, to procure for him from the emperor

the adminiftration of affairs, and the honours of Nujeef Khan.
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Meerza ShufFee, who was then on an expedition againfl the

Siks to the northward of the capital, readily embraced the Begum's

invitation, and repaired to conrt; which AfErafiaub Khan deferted

on his approach, leaving Mujd ad Dowlah and *.Nujeef Koollee

Khan to oppofe him. It would appear that Shaw Aulum was.

unwilling to grant Meerza ShufFee the adminiftration of affairs.

Vol. II. • Mm
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Nujeef Khan, in palliating the delays of payment to his troops, was often

obliged to make excufes not confiftent with truth. An officer .one day told

him he had met fifty carriages coming to the camp; and- What were their

contents? faid Nujeef Khan. Lies for your ufe in this campaign, ]|feturned the

officer. A poor fupply, indeed, replied Nujeef Khan; they will fcarce equal the

diibiirfement of a fiagle day.

•> Alfo an adopted fon of Nujeef Khan's.
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for he did not admit him to the prefence till he had feized

the two chiefe above-mentioned, when, unable to refufe his

demands, he appointed him ameer al amra.

Meerza ShufFee having thus forced himfelf into office, treated

Shaw Aulum with little refpecSi and the opprelTed monarch,

weary of the indignities daily offered him, made an attempt to

free himfelf from his controul, and feftore Affrafiaub Khan.

Monfieur Pawly, who commanded Sumroo's battalions, • and Lut-

tafut, a eunuch, at the head of a confiderable body of fepoys,

with other chiefs, were drawn over from the .intereft of Meerza

Shuffee by Mahummud Yacoob Khan, the emperor's confidant.

They affembled fuddenly under arms at the palace, where Shaw
Aulum putting himfelf at their head, marched towards the re-

iidence of Meerza Shuffee, intending to feize his perfon. The
ameer al amra endeavoured to draw out his followers, but they

refufed to adt,. and he with difficulty made his efeape from the

eity. Shaw Aulum, fatisfied with his expulfion, declined purfu-

ing the fugitive ; though his eldeft fon, the prince Jehaundar

Shaw, reprefented juftly, that unlefs iiis perfon and that of the

Begum were fecured, and their wealth leized, the royal inten-

tions would be left uncompleted, as Meerza Shuffee would be

joined by his troops when recovered from the panic which the

fuddennefs of this attempt had infpired. To account for the

inaction of the emperor at this crifis, is impoffible. It can only

be fuppofed, that he dreaded treachery from the chiefs who
had advifed him to expel the minifter.

Meerza Shuffee, as had been foretold by the prince, was.

rejoined by moff of the troops, and affifted by Mahummud
Beg Hammadaunee, a powerful chief of the late Nujeef Khan,
returned towards Dhely, refolved to force the emperor to reftore

him to office.

Monfieur
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Monfieur Pavvly and Luttafut, upon intelligence of this junc-

tion, prevailed upon Shaw Aulum to encamp at Khizzerabad, a

fliort diftance from Dhely, intending to make a ftand agaiSfl

the enemy ; but Meerza ShuiFee offering to make conceffions

to his majefty, a negotiation commenced, and Pawly and Lut-

tafut were invited to a meeting with the rebels, in order to

fettle the terms of their fubmiflion to the emperor, but in fad

of his to them.

The prince Jehaundar Shaw now again cautioned his father

againft making terms with the rebels ; but in vain. In his nar-

rative, given by himfelf to Mr. Haftings, he fays; ** I from

loyalty obferved, that in fuch quarrels there was no room
for peace; that the force with his majefty was more than

equal to crufh them."

27s
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Pawly and Luttafut declined following the advice of the

prince, accepted the invitation of Meerza ShufFee Khan, and,

upon entering his camp, were taken prifoners. The former was

put to death, and the latter puniflied by the lofs of his eyes,

Meerza ShufFee now exaded . what demands he pleafed from

Shaw Aulum, who re-appointed him ameer al amra, and, at his

recommendation, Mujd ad Dowlah, who had found means to

make his peace, was once more reflored to his office of * dewan

of the khalfeh.

Soon after this commotion, Meerza ShufFee, leaving Mujd
ad Dowlah to ad for him with the emperor, marched from

Dhely to reftore order in the province of Agra, and took with him

Meerza Soleymaun Shekoh, one of the princes, to add dignity

to his operations. Shaw Aulum was left in the polFeflion of

the lands allotted for the fupport of his houfehold by the late

M m 2 _ Nujeef

* Diredor of the revenue fet apart for the fupport of the houfehold.
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Nujeef Khan j fo that, confidering the part he "had taken againfl

his miniiler, that chief did not adt ungeneroufly towards him.

AfFrafiaub Khan, who had marched to take advantage of the de-

figns in his favour, poUtically kept at a diitance, till convinced

of the fuperiorlty of Meerza ShuiFee ; when he joined him, and

was left unmolefted in pofleflion of the diftrid:s allotted him
under the late Nujeef Khan.

Meerza ShufFee was not a man calculated to retrieve the dif-

order which had occurred in affairs lince the death of his pre-

deceffor. He was deftitute of that addrefs and affabihty of

manner, by which Nujeef Khan had attached to himfelf the

officers of his army, each of whom confidered himfelf as in-

dependant. Mahummud Beg Khan Hammadaunee in particular,

who had fo greatly affifled in eftablifhing him in power, was

dilgufted at the fuperiority he affumed over him, and with his

refufal of fome additional diflri<fts which he demanded. The
Begum alfo, fifter of Nujeef Khan, was difpleafed with him

for not allowing her that influence in government which Ihe

had enjoyed in the lifetime of her brother. The fhort period

of his adminiftration paffed in conftant quarrels with his oiiiccrs j

and at length Mahummud Beg, who regarded not by what

means he forwarded his views, refolved to remove him by trea-

chery. For this purpofe, he pretended a wifh to reconcile

their differences, by an amicable adjuftment, and requelted an
interview, to which Meerza Shuffee Khan affented. They met
before the fortrefs of Deeg, on the thirtieth of September, 1783,
each attended by an army, and Meerza Shuffee was ffabbed by
Ifmaeel Beg, the brother of Mahummud, while he was embra-
cing him. An engagement between the two armies followed,
and Mahummud Beg was driven from the field with fome lofs.
Affrafiaub Khan was declared fucceffor to the murdered navob,
by the fifter Begum and the army, and was ihortly after con-

firmed
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firmed by the emperor in the office of ameer al amra and the

government of the provinces of Dhely and Agra. Mahummud
Beg, how^ever, refufed to acknow^ledge his authority, levied troops

to oppofe him, and committed depredations in feveral diftridts.

Affiraliaub, finding himfelf unequal to fupport his power alone,

endeavoured to procure the affiitance of his neighbour^, the navob

vizier and the Englilh, or the Mharattas. In this unfettled ll:atc

of affairs^ the prince Jehaundar Shaw, in April 1784, made his

efcape from Dhely, and repaired to Lucnow, where Mr. Hafl-

ings had arrived to regulate the concerns between the vizier

and the company. His highnefs's objedt was, to procure a force

to free his father the emperor from the controul in which he

was kept by AfFraliaub Khan, and to oblige him to allot a por-

tion of the revenues for the fupport of the royal dignity. He
declared, that his efcape was with the private concurrence of

his father, and mofl probably with truth, though publickly Shaw
Aulum demanded his being fent back a prifoner to Dhely,

obliged to it through fear of his miniiler. Mr. HafHngs was

too generous to obey commands, which, if complied with, would

have facrificed an unfortunate prince to life imprifonment, if

not aflaffination. Though reilridted by his employers from

taking ' an ad:ive part in the royal affairs, he hoped, by pro-

tedting the prince, to perfuade Affi-aliaub to fhew proper refpedt

to the imperial family -, and his plan m fome meafure fucceeded.

The ameer al amra fent major Brown, the Englifh refident at

Dhely, to Lucnow, with offers to comply with any terms the

navob vizier and Mr. Haftings fhould llipulate for the advan-

tage of the emperor; and agreed to ad: under the prince as'

minifler, provided they would fupport him with fome troops

againfl Mahummud Beg and other refradtory chiefs; reprefent-

ing, that if they could not grant that condition, he mufl feek

an alliance with Sindia, the Mharatta chief, who was rjsady to

epter the country. Mr. Haflings was unable to furnifh troops,

the
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the council of Bengal refufing to take any adlivc part beyond

the frontiers of the vizier; and Aifrafiaub, confequently, made

his alliance with Sindia.

Previous to the return of major Brown from Lucnow,

AfFrafiaub, jealous of Mujd ad Dowlah, whom he had left to

manage the affairs of the royal houfehold, confined that minif-

ter, and prevailed upon Shaw Aulum to march to Agra, by

promifes of giving up that city Vith the fortrefs to his diipofal.

The emperor, flattered by the hopes of acquiring more power,

or intimidated by the confinement of his old advifer, Mujd ad

Dowlah, left Dhely, and arrived at Agra in 0<aober 1784;

when the golden keys of the citadel were prefented to him by

Affrafiaub, and he had the fatisfadrion of being called King of

the World, in the palace of his anceftor, the renowned Akberj

but it was garrifoned by the troops of the minifter. Mr. Haft-

ings had by this time departed from Lucnow, and was ac-

companied by the prince to Banaras, which he chofe for his

refidence, not thinking it fafe to truft his perfon with Affrafiaub

or Sindia ; a recommendation to whom of his interefts, was

now the only fervice that the Englifh could afford him be-

yond their own territories. He had an allowance of ' five lacks

of rupees per annum from the navob vizier, and wifely refolved

to wait for better times. Shaw Aulum remained in the hands

of his minifter.

On the twenty fecond of Odober 1784, Affrafiaub had an

'interview with his new ally Mahajee Sindia; when it was agreed,

that they fhould jointly attack Mahummud Beg Hammadaunee j

but their plans were frufl:rated by an unfortunate event. On
Tuefday, the fecond of November, Affrafiaub Khan was affaflln-

"
. ated

* Fifty thoufand pounds. This allowance was given at the earneft reaueft

of Mr. Haftings.
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ated by a foldier, faid to, be employed by Zien-al-aub-ad-Dlen
the brother of the la-te Meerza ShufFee Khan, and Mahummud
Beg Hammadaunee, who dreaded the power which Sindia's al-

liance would give to the objed: of their hatred. This event

occafioned a new revolution in affairs, by transferring the autho-

rity of the Moguls to the Mharattas.

Sindia, by prefents of fome money, promifes of obedience,

and a regular allowance for the royal houfehold, prevailed on
Shaw Aulum to come to his camp, and beftow upon the

'pefliwa the office of vaqueel muttulluk, or fole diredlcr of

the empire, with the deputation of this employment to himfelf.

Under this grant, he claimed the command of the army of the

unfortunate Affrafiaub, and the governments of Agra and Dhelj.

As he was at the head of a large body of Mharattas, and
the Mogul chiefs could not agree among themfelves in the choice

of a fucceflbr, he eaiily effedied his deiigns. The different of-

ficers of corps made their own terms with Sindia, pretending

to obey the orders of the emperor ; and Mahummud Beg alfo

acknowledged his authority. Shujah Dil Khan, the father in

law of Affrafiaub, gave up the fortrefs of Agra, after a fhort

fiege, for a jaghire, and aflurances of a provifion for the fon

of the deceafed, his grandfon, an infant, named Khadim Houf-

fein Khan. Shaw Aulum was now permitted to return to Dhely.

Sixty thoufand rupees per month were fettled by Sindia for

his fupport; but a body of Mharattas was ftationed with him,

to prevent him encouraging any other power; fo that, in fad;»

he was only a fi:ate prifoner in the hands of Sindia.

Shaw Aulum did not remain long at Dhely, being again.

requefl:ed by Sindia to take the field, to fan<aion, by his ap-

pearance, the capture qf Aleeghur, the refidence of the Begum
of

» Chief minifter of the Mharatta ft^te.
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of Affrafiaub Khan. Jehaungeer Khan, the governor, after 'feme

time, fubmitted. By the fall of Aleeghur, the authority of

Sindia was eftablilhed in all the territories which had belonged

to the late ameer al amra, Nujeef Khan. ' He now demanded

tribute from feveral rajas, and among them from the raja of

Jeypore, towards whofe country he marched with the emperor.

Negotiation and threatenings employed feveral months, till the

approach of the rainy feafon of 1786, when Shaw Aulum re-

turned to Dhely, and Sindia with his army cantoned at Muttra.

The acquifitions of the Mharattas, by their interference with

the Moguls, were however more fplendid than ufeful j the pro-

vinces of Dhely and Agra being exhaufted of revenue by the

oppreffions of the late contending chiefs; fo that Sindia began

to find himfelf in a troublefome lituation. Long arrears were

due to the troops, and his refources were unequal to his dif-

burfements.

A. 0.1787. Towards the latter end of the year 1787, a confiderable

body of Mharattas, under Royjee Pateel, who had been fent to

colle<5t a tribute from the raja of Jeypore, being defeated. Sin-*

dia marched with his whole army into that country, .and ad-

vanced within a (hort diftance of the capital. The raja, being

afTifted by the chief of Jodepore and other allies, diftreiTed his

enemy by cutting off his fuppliesj fo that both Mharattas and

Moguls became difcontented, and Mahummud Beg Hammadaunee
with his followers deferted to the raja. In this conjund;ure,

Sindia refolved to make a pufh, left the defection fhould be-

come general. A fevere adtion took place, and Mahummud
Beg was Ilain; but the valour and condud: of his brother If-

maeel Beg reftored the courage of the troops, which, had given

way from the lofs of their chief, and victory declared for the

Ra'ajepootes. Three days after this event, Sindia was deferted by

the difciplined battalions of fepoys, who went over to Ifmaeel

Beg.
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Beg. This misfbrtttne was followed by repeated defeats, whkli

obliged htim to retreat with preGipitation aerofs tbe Ghumbul,

to the ne%hbourhood of Gualior, and quit for the prefent aU

o^nfive operatioffls ; leaving garriibns ia the citadel of Agra and

fbrtrefs of Alecghur* in hopes of their holdirjg out till he could

dbiain» reinforccrnents from Dekkan. Deeg and fome other places

he gave up to the Jaut raja, Runjeet Sing, to whom they ori^n-

ally belonged, that he might keep up an intereft among the

aatives of the couaatry.

2S1

Tte cyascuatioji ©f the prcwineea of Dhely and Agra by the

Mhacatta ana!Ky> oecai&orted a> &d chaxtge ia the royal a&k&.

Shaw Awibmi, the pagesmt ©f eveuy fbccefsful party, marched

^em. Dhcly at the inviteCions ef Ae raga of Jeyporey who ad>-

Tanced within three days' journey of the capital to pay his

re^edsj. but whsther he was unwilling to engage in the ad-

mkiklration of the royal coneerns, intimidkted by fears of the

return of the Mharattas,. or refolved only to a.&i for ^e pre-

fenration of hi& own country, he in: a fliort time obtained his

difmiflion, and withdrew to his own territories. Shaw Aulum
returned, to Dhely, where he hoped to remain^ fecure, and un-

engaged with party, till Sindia's return with- a reinforcement, or

a decided fiiperiority of his enemies. Unhappy indeed' was his

fituation, and hard the part he had to a<a. In the hands of a

Mharatta garrifon in his capital,, and depending for iupport on

Sindia, he was obliged, at the. fame time, to lend his name to

his enemy Ifmaeel Begj who, after defeating the Mharattas in

the field, had taken feveral places from them, and laid fiege

to Agra, undier pretence of the imperial orders.

At this crifis ftarted up a new adventurer, die moft fatal

one of any to the unfortunate Shaw Aulum. ""Gholaum Kaudir

Vol. n. N n Khan,

• This chief was fon and fucceflbr to Zabtah Khan, often mentioned in the

preceding pages.
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Khan, a Rohilla chief, hoping to acquire power in the diflraded

ftate of affairs, marched fuddenly from his refidence of Ghofe-

ghur, and appeared before Dhely, which the Mharatta garrifon

evacuated on his approach. He obliged the emperor to confer

on him the dignity of ameer al amra ; after which he moved
to lay liege to the fbrtrefs of Aleeghur, where Sindia had left

a garrifon.

The prince Jehaundar Shaw, who had relided fince the year

1784 at Banaras, under the Englifh protedtion, was at this time

alfo refolved to try his fortune in the troubles. He marched to

Dhely, and was joined on his route by fome thousands of ad-

venturers. On his arrival at the capital he was received with

much favour by his father, who empowered him to direct the

operations of Gholaum Kaudir Khan; and the prince, after

obtaining the releale of his women and children, who had

been confined lince his flight, repaired to the iiege of Alee-

ghur. He was foon difgufted with the brutal difrefpedt of the

Rohilla, and repaired to Agra, in hopes of finding a better

fervant in Ifmaeel Beg, but was difappointed. The money he

had brought with him from Banaras being exhaufted, his fol-

lowers became clamorous for pay, and the unhappy prince at

length was obliged to divide among them his elFecfls. Not

chufing to return to Dhely, left the influence of his brother

Akber Shaw, the favourite fon of Shaw Aulum, Ihould pre-

vail on his father to confine him in his unprotected ftate, he

threw himfelf again on the generofity of the Englifh. They

again received him, and he repaired once more to Banaras, but

did not long furvive his return. About a week after his arriv-

al he was feized with a putrid fever, occafioned by expofing

himfelf for fome hours to a burning fun in a vifit of devo-

tion to the tomb of a celebrated Mahummedan faint at Chunar,

and died on the thirty firft of May, 1788, after an illnefs of

little
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little more than twenty four hours. He was buried with every
honour due to his rank j the EngHfh refident and principal

people of the city attending his funeral. He left behind him
three fons, whom, with the reft of his family, he recommend-
ed to the care of the Englifh, under whom they enjoy a com-
fortable afylum and allowance at Banaras. '

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, on the fall of Aleeghur, march-
ed to join Ifmaeel Beg in the fiege of Agra 5 but they foon

difagreeing, he left him to make conquefts for himfelf in other

parts of the country. By this time Sindia had received fome

fuccours from Dekkan, and difpatched his confidential minifter,

Rana Khan, with the Jaut rajah, Runjeet Sing, to raife the fiege

of Agra, near which a bloody battle was fought on the fixteenth

of June, 1788, in which Ifmaeel Beg was compleatly defeated,

with the lofs of all his cannon, baggage, and ftores. He made
his efcape with much difiiculty, by fwimming his horfe acrofs

the Jumna, and reached the camp of Gholaum Kaudir Khari;

but, not finding a kind reception, in a few days he retired to

Shekohabad, where he was refpe<flfully treated by Illummafs Alee

Khan, a coUedtor of the navob vizier, who prefented him with

the fum of * twenty thoufand rupees. Being here joined by about

fifteen hundred of his routed cavalry, and receiving letters from

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, afluring him of future friendfhip, and

apologizing for his late negledt, he repaired to his camp. The
rajas of Jeypore and Jodepore, whofe intereft it was to keep

up an enemy to the Mharattas, now fent him a fum of money,

which enabled him to receive numbers of his followers, who
returned to his ftandard. An invitation was fent him by the

navob Nazir, and the few chiefs with Shaw Aulum to march

to Dhely, which he accepted of; but, on his arrival near the

city, the emperor, who wiflied to avoid oiFending Sindia by re-
' .;•;'-' Nn 2 . : : : ceiving

» Two thoufand pounds.
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ceiviflg his enemy, refufcd to admit him, and fcnt him orders, to

retire- Ifmaeel Beg pretended to obey, but did not move, wait-

ing the arrival ofGholaum Kaudir Khan, who was on his march

to the capital, with the intention of forcing Shaw Auium to^

give up his conneGioa with the Mharattas. To this he was in-

ftigated by the navob Nazir and other cheers, who, having of-

fended Sindia, dreaded his difpleafure, fhould the emperor fall

again into his hands. The fupinenefs of the Mharattas after their

defeat of Ifmaeel Begy is not to be accounted for. Inftead of

marching immediately to Dhely, Sindia only advanced to Muttraj

fo that the unfortunate Shaw Aulum was left expofed to the trea-

chery of his fervants, and, in the end, to dethronement, plunder,

and lofs of fight.

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, on his arrival oppofite Dhely, re-

quefted the eihperor to admit him into the city, but was refufed;

upon which he refolved to enter it by force j and, having brought

over Ifmaeel Beg to his views, croffed the Jumna in the night,

with a part of his army. Raja Himmut Bahadur, and the few

Mharattas in the place, fled immediately, and the Mogul chiefs,

with their followers, in the emperor's fervice, joined Ifmaeel Beg;

fo that the unhappy Shaw Aulum, unable to refift, was obliged

to open the gates of the citadel, and receive the rebels. They
were introduced by the navob Nazir, who anfwered for their

fidelity to his majefty, and that they would free him from the

eontroul of the Mharattas, and the dilgrace of depending for a

fupport on infidels and natural enemies to the faithful. Gholaum
Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, falling at the emperor's feet, aflured him,

their only objedt was his honour, and the expulfion of the Mha-
rattas ; which they promifed to efFe<fl, if one of the princes was

permitted to accompany them to the field. A treaty was then

drawn up, and folemnly ratified by oaths in one of the mofques

in the palace, by which it was flipulated, that Shaw Aulum ihould

receive
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receive a third part of the revenues for the fupport of his dig-

nity. The emperor then committed his fon Soleymaun Shekkoh to

their care, and a day was fixed for his march againft the Mha-
rattas j but this adjuftment was deceitful. Jn a few days, Gho-
laum Kaudir demanded a large fum of money to pay the troops,

which Shaw Auium refiifcd ; and the Rohilla refolved to poffefs

himfelf of whatever treafure might be in the palace, by dethron-

ing the emperor. To this refoivc he was excited by the trea-

cherous navob * Nazir, who, forgetting thirty years of confidence

and favour, had informed him that his mafler poilefTed hoards of

treafure and jewels, though he pretended inability to fatisfy the

troops.

The degraded and wretched fituation of the once auguft fa-

mily of Timur, will appear more fully, in the tranflation of a

journal of the monftrous tranfadtions of the unfeeUng Gholaum
Kaudir, from the dethronement of Shaw Aulum, to the flight

from the city of that cruel traitor.

a§s
1/

Journal, July 26th.

About feven in the morning, Meerza Ifmaeel Beg with his of-

ficers and Meerza MuttuUub Khan, repaired to Gholaum Kaudir,

who was feated in the hall of private audience ; and, after fome

converfation,. fent repeated demands of money from the emperor,

through the navob Nazir. Meerza MuttuUub obferved, that had

his majefly pofTefTed fuch a confiderable fum, his affairs would

not have fallen into fuch extremity. He was commanded to be

filent by Gholaum Kaudir ; who, at length fent two attendants to

bring Bedar Bukht, fon of the emperor Ahmed Shaw. This prince

being condudled into the oratory, was feated on the throne, and

the cuflomary falutations of royalty made to him by the chieft.

Gholaum Kaudir then difpatched Shaw Aulum, with nineteen

princeSi

» The Nazir is the fuperintendant of the private apartnaents, always a eunuch.

A. 0.1788.
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princes, his fons and grandfons, under a guard to the apartment

called Noor Mahal. After this a dilpute arole between Gholaum
Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, concerning the latter's remaining in the

palace j and Ifmaeel Beg at length departed in wrath to his camp.

Bedar Shaw received the comoliments of the officers, and

ordered feveral of the depofed emperor's fervants into confine-

ment. Soleymaun Shekkoh was brought from the camp, and

imprifoned with his father, who w^as this day denied even water

by Gholaum Kaudir. The minifters of the general mofque re-

quefted to know in the name of what emperor the prayers

were to be read; and the Rohilla anfwered, " In the name of
** God and his prophet." He this day fent for the aged prin-

ceiles, " Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, from their

houfe in the city. On their arrival in the palace, he paid his

refpedls, and told them the private apartments of the haram

fhould be under their direction. They approved of his condud:,

but warned him not to a<5l in fuch a manner as to draw

the fcorn of mankind. He replied, that, under the royal auf-

pices, the empire would be properly regulated. The ladies of

Shaw Aulum's family reprefented, that for two days they had

been without food. He ordered them victuals.

This

* Thefe ladies were the widows of Mahummud Shaw, and the former was
daughter to the emperor Ferokhfere. When Ahmed Shaw Abdallee invaded

Hindooftan, they accompanied him on his return to his own territories, and re*

fided in his court till his death ; when they came back to Dhely, and were al-

lowed by Shaw Aulum to refide out of the palace in the city. It is fuppofed they

pofleffcd great wealth; as both Nadir Shaw and Ahmed iihaw Abdallee in their

invafions paid them refpe6t, and left their property unmolefted; but it now fell

into the hands of Gholaum Kaudir. It is faid, they prompted him to depofe

Shaw Aulum, by an offer of ten lacks of rupees, to place on the throne Bedar

Shaw, the grandfon of their hufband, by a public dancer. If this report is true,

their misfortunes are lefs pitiable, as Shaw Aulum had always treated them with

attention and refpeiSl during his whole reign.
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This day, the princefs Mallekeh Zummaneh, aflifted by the July 28th.

navob Nazir, fearched the apartments of fourteen of Shaw Aulum's
women, and ordered all their money and eiFecSts to be collefted in

the oratory; after which they delivered them to Gholaum Kaudir

Khan. The efFedls of Meerza Akber Shaw were confifcated.

Bedar Shaw conferred the rank of ameer al amra on Gholaum
Kaudir Khan. Information was lodged, that Meerza Mindoo

had privately conveyed fourteen cakes of bread and fome water

to Shaw Aulum. The mercilefs Rohilla ordered the benevolent

prince to be beaten with clubs j but the attendants refufed obe-

dience. Mallekeh Zummaneh fent to Shaw Aulum, defiring

him to give up his buried treafures, and he fliould be rein-

ftated on his throne. He replied, Jhc was weary of fuch em-

pire. Agga Sundal complained to Bedar Shaw of the diftrefled

fituation of the depofed fovereign and his family, perifhing with

hunger. The Shaw gave him five rupees. The Agga obferv-

ed, the fum was infufficient for fuch a number, even for a

meal. Bedar afliired him he had no more money in his pof-

feffion.

To-day, a quarrel occurred between Bedar Shaw and the July 29th,

Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, who threat-

ened to leave the palace ; obferving, that they had feen four

reigns, and been independant of all ; had come from their

houfes to ferve his family, but would return, and commit him
whblly to the pleafure of Gholaum Kaudir. This filenced the

Shaw. Bedar this day fent to Soleymaun Shekkoh and Akber
Shaw, affuring them they fhould not want while he could re-

lieve them, but that they muft be reconciled to the decrees of

providence, and confider, that their father had reigned thirty

years, while his fuffe'-ed the diftrefs they now complained of.

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, having prepared five whips, obliged the

lultan
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princes, his fons and grandfons, under a guard to the apartment

called Ncx)r Mahal. After this a dilpute aroie between Gholaum
Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, concerning the latter*s remaining in the

palace j and Ifmaeel Beg at length departed in wrath to his camp.

Bedar Shaw received the comoliments of the officers, and

ordered feveral of the depofed emperor's fervants into confine-

ment. Soleymaun Shekkoh was brought from the camp, and

imprifoned with his father, who was this day denied even water

by Gholaum Kaudir. The miniiters of the general mofque re-

quefted to know in the name of what emperor the prayers

were to be read 5 and the Rohilla anfwered, " In the name of
'* God and his prophet." He this day fent for the aged prin-

cefles, »Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, from their

houfe in the city. On their arrival in the palace, he paid his

refped:s, and told them the private apartments of the haram

fhould be under their diredtion. They approved of his condu<3:,

but warned him not to adt in fuch a manner as to draw

the fcorn of mankind. He replied, that, under the royal auf-

pices, the empire would be properly regulated. The ladies of

Shaw Aulum's family reprefented, that for two days they had

been without food. He ordered them victuals.

This

* Thefe ladies were the widows of Mahummud Shaw, and the former was
daughter to the emperor Ferokhfere. When Ahmed bhaw Abdallee invaded

Hindooftan, they accompanied him on his return to his own territories, and re-

fided in his court till his death ; when they came back to Dhely, and were al-

lowed by Shaw Aulum to refide out of the palace in the city. It is fuppofed they

pofltfTtd great weahh ; as both Nadir Shaw and Ahmed iihaw Abdallee in their

invafions paid them refped^, and left their property unmolefted; but it now fell

into the hands of Gholaum Kaudir. It is faid, they prompted him to depofe

Shaw Aulum, by an offer of ten lacks of rupees, to place on the throne Bedar

Shaw, the grandfon of their hulband, by a public dancer. If this report is true,

their misfortunes are lefs pitiable, as Shaw Aulum had always treated them with

attention and refpc6l during his whole reign.
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This day, the princefs Mallekeh Zummaneh, aflifled by the July 28th.

navob Nazir, fearched the apartments of fourteen of Shaw Aulum's
women, and ordered all their money and eiFedts to be collected in

the oratory ; after which they delivered them to Gholaum Kaudir

Khan. The efFecfls of Meerza Akber Shaw were confifcated.
"

Bedar Shaw conferred the rank of ameer al amra on Gholaum
Kaudir Khan. Information was lodged, that Meerza Mindoo

had privately conveyed fourteen cakes of bread and fome water

to Shaw Aulum. The mercilefs Rohilla ordered the benevolent

prince to be beaten with clubs ; but the attendants refufed obe-

dience. Mallekeh Zummaneh fent to Shaw Aulum, defiring

him to give up his buried treafures, and he fliould be rein-

ftated on his throne. He rephed, Jie was weary of fuch em-

pire. Agga Sundal complained to Bedar Shaw of the diftreffed

fituation of the depofed ibvereign and his family, perifhing with

hunger. The Shaw gave him five rupees. The Agga obferv-

ed, the fum was inefficient for fuch a number, even for a

meal. Bedar afliired him he had no more money in his pof-

feffion.

To-day, a quarrel occurred between Bedar Shaw and the July 29th.

Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, who threat-

ened to leave the palace; obferving, that they had feen four

reigns, and been independant of all ; had come from their

houfes to ferve his family, but would return, and commit him
wh'blly to the pleafure of Gholaum Kaudir. This filenced the

Shaw. Bedar this day fent to Soleymaun Shekkoh and Akber
Shaw, affuriBg them they {hould not want while he could re-

lieve them, but that they muft be reconciled to the decrees of

providence, and confider, that their father had reigned thirty

years, while his fufFe'-ed the diftrefs they now complained of.

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, having prepared five whips, obliged the

fultan
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fliltan to take one in his hands, and accompany him to extort

a confeffioa of his treafures from Shaw Aulwu.

July 30th. This day, the apartments of Shawabadee Begum were fearch-i

ed, and a calket of jewels, fome firings of pearl* and gold and

filver plate, being found, were delivered to Gholaum Kaudir*

who alfo feized ninety nine horfes from the royal ftables.

Thirty thoufand rupees were foiind huried ia the floor of a

room, befides fome plate. The Rohilk fent the latter to the

mint, and commaoded coins to be flruck, in the uanae of Bedar

Shaw, with the following infcriptioai

" The fupporter of the true religion, of Mahummud^ Bedar
** Shaw, by the grace of God fiamped coins throughout the

« world."

To-day, five rupees, a bed, and a carpet, were feat by

Gholaum Kaudir to the unfortunate Shaw Aulum. Several la-

dies of the haram were tied up and beaten with whips, ta

force a difcovery of their efFed:Sj and the palace was filled with

cries and lamentations. Except the garments they had' on> every

thing was feized.

July 31ft. Gholaum Kaudir agreed to give Ifmaeel Beg five lacks of
rupees from the plunder of the palace. Several of the confined!

princes were infulted by blows ; and feven bankers and corn-

merchants feized and imprifoned to extort money from them.

Auguft ift,

1788.

The navob Nazir and the eunuchs reprefented to the em-
peror, that they had by fevere chafHfement extorted a difcovery
from fome of the ladies of the haram of a quantity of gold
and filver plate, with fome jewels. He ordered them to be fbnt
to Gholaum Kaudir. Meerza Buddoo, an ancient prince, uncle

to
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to Shaw Aulum, was feized by the Rohilla, and a demand
made of a lack of rupees. Pleading inability, he was delivered

to the peons to be flogged. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir went to

Shaw Aulum, and threatened him. The unhappy prince re-

plied, ** What I had, you have taken; but, if you think I

** conceal fome treafures within me, rip up my bowels, and

" be convinced." The traitor then aflured him, if he would

dlfcover his hoards, he fliould reafcend his throne. Shaw
Aulum anfwered, " I have no ambition left ; may God pro-

** tedt you, who have laid me afide : I am content with my
" fate." The Rohilla then proceeded to the apartments of the

brothers of Shaw Aulum, and threatened them with punifli-

ment. Four trunks of wearing apparel, a few trifling jewels,

and a filver bedfliead only, were found in them on the flridtefl

fearch. The navob Nazir repents, now too late, of his con-

dudtj and will have more caufe every day. Ifmaeel Beg is

treating with Sindia, who has promifed to give him a jaghire

and command in his army.

To-day, perfons were fent to dig up the floors of the apart- Auguft 2d.

ments of Meerza Buddoo. Some jewels, plate, and wearing ap-

parel, were found. The prince and his family were ordered

to be kept without food; but at the earnefl: interceflion of

Meerza Hinga, uncle to Bedar Shaw, it was allowed them.

Gholaum Kaudir to-day roughly demanded from the emperor the

whole fum he had promifed for his throne. Bedar Shaw laid,

•* He had given every thing as yet difcovered, and defired the

** jewels might be valued." The Rohilla replied, *« Jewels
*' were to him of no value i he muft have money. Or plate

" to coin." A meflage coming from the princefs Mallekeh
Zummaneh, that fhe wiflied to fee him, he would not go, but

abufed her to the eunuchs who brought the compliment. Bedar

Shaw entreated him to be pacified, and every exertion fhould

Vol. II. O o be



290 AURUNGZEBE's SUCCESSORS.

be ufed to procure money. The fultan would have embraced

him, but the wretch drew back, and retired in difpleafure

;

after which he fent a band of Afghauns to guard the royal

perfon and extort money. They threatened to pull Bedar Shaw

from his throne, and corred: him with blows ; upon which he

exclaimed, ** If this is empire, the fcanty meal I enjoyed when
** among the confined princes, was fweet indeed." The Af-

ghauns ordered him to be lilent, faying, ** They had ruined

" Shaw Aulum in an inftant, and what was he better than

** him." Guards were alfo placed over the Begums Mallekeh

Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal; and Gholaum Kaudir informed

them, " that as the world would now at any rate call him
" traitor, he was refolved to feize the whole property of the

** royal family." The navob Nazir trembles for his fafety, and

has difcharged his attendants. Seven lacks of rupees are de-

manded from him.

Auguft 3d. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir Khan * feated himfelf in the pre-

fence of Bedar Shaw, and fmoaked his hookah before him j

flretching out his feet on the royal mufhud, at the fame time

infulting him by abufive language.

Auguft 4th. Bedar Shaw fent a note by the Nazir to Gholaum Kaudir,

requefling him to have the jewels valued, but he refufedj de-

manding fix lacks in money, and would not fuifer the Nazir to

return. The emperor fending him two garlands of flowers, he

threw them on the ground in difrefped:. The Begums Mal-

lekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal have difcharged their

houfeholds. Ruttun Ram advifing Bedar Shaw to fend a khe-
laut to the navob vizier, he faid, ** I have none but this old

" garment on my body."

Gholaum

» The higheft difrepea he could be guilty of to the fovereign.
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Gholaum Kaudir Khan to-day forced the doors of the royal Auguft sth.

baths ; and finding two filver chairs, fent them to the mint. The

apartments and effedts of Meerza Akber Shaw were ranfacked.

Thirty two elephants and one hundred horfes from the royal

ftables were fent to the Rohilla camp. A requeft of Shaw
Aulum for fome foot cloths was complied with.

The thrones and other feats belonging to Shaw Aulum, or- Auguft 6th.

namented with gold or filvcr, were broken to pieces, and the

plate fent to the mint. Gholaum Kaudir feized the clothes and

ornaments of fifty or fixty dancing girls belonging to the palace.

On their complaining of his oppreffion, he commanded them
to fing and dance, and being pleafed with their performance,

gave them back their clothes, but kept their jewels, and turned

them out of the citadel. After this, he went to the apartments

of the prince Meerza Baber, which were raniacked; and fent a

woman to fearch the haram. When every thing was feized,

the prince and the ladies were ordered to be put with the refl
j

of the royal family in confinement. The dwelling of Meerza
Khoord, brother to Shaw Aulum, was next plundered. The
chief woman fervant of Kirrammut al Nifla Begum was feized,

and feverely beaten, to make her difcover the effe<^" of her •

miflrefs; but flie would not confefs, and was put into prifon.

The floors of the Begum's apartments were then dug up, and
fome gold ornaments found. Gholaum Kaudir to-day threatened

Bedar Shaw with puniiliment, if he would not Ipeedily fup-

ply him with money, as the troops were becoming clamorous
for pay. He then went to Shaw Aulum, and demanded a dif-

covery of the money he had faved from the revenues of Ben-
gal and Aleabad. The Shaw replied, " that what was in

** the palace was feized; he had no more; and begged to be
«* put to death, that he might be fi-eed from mifery." The
Rohilla replied, " he would not hurt him, but force a con-

O o 2 . fellion
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*' feffion from his fons Meerza Akber and Soleymaun Shekkoh."

Upon which Shaw Aulum faid, " I am in your hands, but

*' injure not my children." Ghokum Kaudir threatened the

princes, who declared they knew nothing of their father's trea-

Hiry; but informed him, that there was a Cafhmirian woman
in the fervice of Koottubee Begum, who, if money was con-

cealed, was informed of it. Upon this the woman was fent for

and queftioned, but confeiTed nothings when fhe was confined

for further examination. Bedar Shaw to-day gave Gholaum

Kaudir a pair of gold bracelets and twenty five tliouiand rupees,

which had been difcovered, with which he was well pleafed,

and fent to the Shaw five trays of apparel from the wardrobe,

and five filver plates. Bedar Shaw defired he would carry

him to the general mofque to pay his devotions; but the Ro-
hilla told him not to be in hafte, and he ihould go at a con-

venient time in proper ftate. The diflention with Ifmaeel Beg
encreafes daily, and that chief is treating with the Mharattas;

but, till their arrival, waits to get what he can from the plun-

der of the palace. The furniture of the royal elephants was

feized to-day.

Auguft 7th. Bedar Shaw fent a meflage to Gholaum Kaudir, « that he
" had, to gratify him, though unbecoming his dignity as a

** prince, afiifted in rifling the palace, and furrendered the trea-

** fure difcovered. Nothing more was left, but he was ready
*' to accompany him to the field, and acquire wealth for him
** with the fword." Gholaum Kaudir vifited Shaw Aulum, and

told him, " he was forry for his treafons, but would make
** amends by feating his fon Meerza Akber on the throne."

Shaw Aulum replied, " he might ad: as he pleafed; but as for

" himfelf, he was weary of fuch degraded empire, and only

" wifhed to be retired, and employ himfelf in devotion." Bedar
Shaw was feverely threatened this day with corredioni if he did

not
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not procure more mon^; upon wbkh he replied, *' that he had
" given all in bis power, and fhould be happy to be releafed

" from fuch mock royalty."

Bedar Shaw was again threatened with corre(ftion and confine- Auguft 8th.

ment, in cafe he did not produce more money or jewels; and

again replied, ** that Gholaum Kaudir might ad: as he pleafed."

In the apartments of Mubaric Mhal, upwards of an hun- Auguft 9th,*

dred women were fearched, and afterwards imprifbned. Mallekeh

Zummaneh was this day violently indifpofed. Bedar Shaw de-

clared to Gholaum Kaudir, ** that there were no more valu-

** ables left in the palace; but if he chofe, he would attend

** him to collecft money from the rajas and zemindars." The
Rohilla anfwercd, " that if money was not brought him on
** the morrow, the Shaw mufl take the confequence." Twenty
chefts of lace and tifTues wete this day burned by Gholaum
Kaudir, to extra(5t the filver. Bedar Shaw requeited an in-

terview, but was rudely refufed in the evening. A meeting

took place between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg Khan.

The navob Nazir was threatened with flagellation if he did not

produce money.

Gholaum Kaudir, attended by five Rohillas, went to Shaw Aulum Aug. loth,

and demanded a difcovery of his hidden treafure. The unfortunate

Shaw replied, " I have none ; take what you can find in the fort."

The villain then ordered his attendants to lift up the princes Meerza

Soleymaun, Akber Shaw and others, and daih them on the

ground ; which they did. Shaw Aulum in the agony of his

grief exclaimed, " Traitor, forbear fuch cruelty on my children

" in my fight." Upon this, Gholaum Kaudir made the Ro-
hillas cail him on the ground; after which they fat upon his

breafl, and flabbed out his eyes with a dagger. He then gave

orders
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orders for the like cruelty to be inflidted on the princes, but

Was prevented by the entreaties of an officer, named Seetuldafs.

The palace refounded with lamentations among the ladies of

the haram. They were commanded to be filent, on pain of

challifement. In the afternoon, Bedar Shaw was carried into

the city, attended by the Rohilla; but the latter, fufpecfling

treachery from Ifmaeel Beg, returned fuddenly with the Shaw
to the palace. The inhabitants defert the city in crowds. The
bankers' and jewellers' fhops have been Ihut up many days.

Two furgeons were fent to attend Shaw Aulum, who lies

in great agony of pain. Some money and effedts were fent by

Gholaum Kaudir to Ifinaeel Beg, who is much diffatisfied. A
meeting afterwards took place between them, and they viiited

Bedar Shaw in company.

Aug. nth, Shaw Aulum petitioned for fome relief, as his family had

been three days without provifions. Gholaum Kaudir ordered

"twenty eight rupees per day to be diflributed for their fup-

port.

Aug. 1 2th. Gholaum Kaudir Khan ordered an efcort to condudl the

plunder of the palace to Ghofeghur. The cooking utenlils of

the royal kitchens were feized this day.

Aug. 13th. The emperor Bedar Shaw defired the navob Nazir to pre-

pare a mofque in the palace for his devotions i but was in-

formed, that the carpeting, &c. had been feized. Upon his

importunity, however, fome fort of preparation was madci and

Bedar heard, for the firft time, the prayer read in his own
name as emperor. Two infant fons of the prince Soleymaun

Shekkoh to-day died for want of food. Shaw Aulum difmifled

his
» About two pounds twelve fliillings.
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his phyficians, and declined nourifhment, faying, " it was more
" preferable to die, than live, and behold his family perifliing

" around him." Bedar ordered the children to be buried in

the Mhal. He faid, ** that Shaw Aulum complained unjuflly,

" and fhould be refigned to the decrees of providence." Gho-
laum Kaudir paid his devotions at the tomb of Nizam ad Dien,

where he was met by Ifmaeel Beg, and mutual oaths of re-

conciliation pafled between them.

The ladies from feveral apartments of the haram were turned Aug. 14th.

out into ' Sulleemghur, and Bedar Shaw was commanded by Gho-
laum Kaudir to dig up the floors in fearch of treafure. Parties of
Mharatta horfe to-day appeared clofe to the city. Shaw Aulum
is in great agony, what he eats voiding by the nofe.

The Rohillas mutinied, and Gholaum Kaudir was obliged Aug. 15th.

to remain clofe in the citadel. Meerza Ifmaeel Beg confined

feveral inhabitants of the city to extort money from them.

Bedar Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to think of preparing Aug. i5th,

to refift the Mharattas, who were now plundering round the

city, and carrying off the cattle and grain. Many angry mef^

lages pafTed between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, con-

cerning the divifion of plunder. At length, the former went

to vifit the latter in the evening to try an accommodation.

Two diamonds, which had been given from the plunder of

Shaw

• Sulleemghur, or Selimghur, is part of the old palace erefled by the em-
peror Jehaungeer, whofe name was alfo SuIIeem, or Seltm. Since the comple-

tion of the new palace by Shaw Jehaun, Sulleemghur has been ufed as a prifon

for the princes of the royal family. It is large, has feveral courts, and gardens

for their recreation. Till the reigning emperor became himfelf in want, they

were allowed every convenience of life, but liberty ; and as they were moflly

bom and bred up in confinement, perhaps did not much feel the want of it.
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Shaw Aulutn to Bedar Shaw, were this day taken from him by
the Rohilla.

Aug. 17th. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg viiited Bedar

Shaw, and demanded money, that they might pay the troops,

and attend him to the field. The Shaw replied, " that he had
*' none ; but would confign over to them the navob Nazir,

*' from whom they might extort it." A convoy of baggage, &c.

from Ghofeghur was intercepted by the Mharattas, and many
Rohillas cut to pieces. Numbers were drowned in the Jumna
in trying to efcape from the enemy by fording it. The Mha-
rattas appeared on the bank of the Jumna oppofite the citadel,

Bedar Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to march, offering to ac-

company him.

Aug. 18th. The Mharattas continued their approaches, all fupplies were

ftopped from the city, and the fhops fhut up. Part of the Ro-
hilla army crofled the river, unoppofed by the enemy. Gho-
laum Kaudir went into the apartments of the confined princes,

and ordered the property of Khier al NifTa Begum, lifter of

Shaw Aulum, to be feized. Her money, ornaments, and even

the garments fhe had on, were taken. Several princes were

brought before him, whom he addreifed, faying, ** You afpired

'* to empire, give me your treafures for it." In reply, they

wept, and faid, " You have taken all we had ; there is nothing
** remaining but our lives." He then caufed them to be beaten

v/ith whips, and fent them back to confinement. A demand
was made on the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh
Mhal for five lacks of rupees.

Aug. 19th, The efFe<a:s of the two Begums above-mentioned were this
day feized, guards placed on their houfes, and their attendants
fent prifoners to the citadel. A letter was prefented from Shaw

Aulum
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Aulum requefting relief, as he and his family were perifhing

with hunger. Gholaum Kaudir" threw the letter on the ground,

and exclaimed, " I came not here of my own will; but, as

** I flept in a garden at Secundra, fuddenly an apparition

" ftruck me on the face, faying, March fpeedily to Dhely, de-

" pofc the emperor, and feize the country." Meerza Meendo,

uncle of Shaw Aulum, was to-day fo feverely flogged by or-

ders of the Rohilla, as to faint away, and at length difcovered

a chamber, under the floor of which were fecreted fome large

chefl:s, two of which were filled with gold coin, and others

with rich cloths. The contents of this hoard were unknown to

Shaw Aulum, and had been depofited there by Shaw Begum
in the laft reign.

A guard was placed over the navob Nazir, and his effeds feized. Aug. 20th.

He was alfo commanded to difcover the hidden treafures of Shaw

Aulum, on pain of punifhment. Bedar Shaw fent a requefl to

Gholaum Kaudir for the releafe of Meerza Buddoo; but the

mefl!enger returned without delivering it, the navob being in a

violent rage, which made him fearful of going into his pre-

fence. About nine at night, the Shaw ventured to fend again,

begging that he would, for pity's fake, allow fome viftuals for

the women; upon which he fent a fmall quantity of oil and

flour. Many ladies of the haram were fearched to-day, and

Rohilla foldiers placed at their apartments. Gholaum Kaudir

came into the oratory, and had much converfation with the

emperor and the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh

Mhal; when it was agreed, that the ladies belonging to Bedar

Shaw fliould be removed from the haram, and a iiriO: fearch

be made for treafure in every room. Shaw Aulum was fent

for, and ordered to difcover his hoards. He replied, " that he
** kneW of none, and begged for compaflion on his miferies.

Vol. II. P p « and
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" and his family dying with hunger." The Rohilla told him,
" he fhould yet have more calamities to fufFer."

Aug. 2ift. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir ordered Mallekeh Zummaneh and

Sahebeh Mhal from their chambers into the apartments of Ak-
ber Shaw, and alfo the Begum of Bedar Shaw. Upon this

Bedar Shaw went to him to complain of his infulted honour;

when the Rohilla turning him back, told him to go and keep

them company; when he retired to them accordingly. Four

ladies died of grief and hunger this day. Their bodies were

thrown into the open court, while Gholaum Kaudir was fur-

veying the labourers, who, by his orders, were bufied in dig-

ging up the floors of the haram. He to-day commanded fome

of the princes to fing for him, and one of his attendants en-

treating him not to be fo difrefpecSful, he exclaimed, " If they

" cannot fmg, what elfe are they fit for? They are the oiF-

" fpring of fingers. Had they been princes, would they have
•* tamely fufFered me to ad as I have done?"

Aug. 22d. Bedar Shaw came to Gholaum Kaudir, and requefted him,

from regard to God and the prophet, to allow fome provifion

for his women and children; when the Rohilla frowned flernly

upon him, and uttered much abufive language. The Shaw with

the Begums are now confined in the odagon turret, furrounded

only by flcreens. Gholaum Kaudir fent for Akber Shaw and

other princes to fing and play before him, which they dared

not refufe. After the performance, he exprefled his approba-

tion, and faid, " Shaw Aulum and his family ihould no lono-er

** be difiirefled for necefiaries and food."

Aug. 23d, The houfe of the navob Nazir was fearched, but nothing

of much value difcovered. The - Rohilla chiefs grow clamorous

for
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jfbr money* Gholaum Kaudir pretends he has none, and is

dividing among them the efFeds of the palace.

299

A daughter of the prince Meerza Toghrul died of hunger, Aug. 24th,

and was buried in her chamber. Meerza Ifmaeel Beg fent to

enquire of Gholaum Kaudir if he meant to march, as the ene-

my were now furrounding him. Gholaum Kaudir excufed him-

felf for his behaviour to the navob Nazir, by declaring, that he

had feized his property, only left it fhould be fufpedted that he

was his advifer in the plunder of Mallekeh Zummaneh and

Sahebeh Mhal. Parties of the Mharattas appeared to-day clofe

to the old citadel, and carried off fome horfes and bullocks.

Munniar Sing, who commanded the palace guard, having al-

lowed fome provifions to pafs to Shaw Aulum and the other

confined princes, was rebuked feverely by Gholaum Kaudir.

Meerza Ifmaeel Beg threatened Gholaum Kaudir, that if he Aug. 25th.

would not deliver up his fhare of the plunder, he would leave

himi and the Mogul chiefs alfo declared, if he remained longer

in the citadel, they would quit his fervice. Gholaum Kaudir

made no anfwer. Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal fent

a petition that they might not be left to perifh with hunger,

but rather, be relieved from their miferies by immediate death.

Bedar Shaw threatened to put on a * religious habit; but was

told by the Rohilla, that he muft prepare to march. He re-

plied, that he would not move.

Bedar Shaw requeued of Gholaum Kaudir to dethrone him, Aug. 26th.

as he was weary of a dignity which did not afford him and

his family the raoft common neceifaries of life, Gholaum

P p 2 ,
Kaudir

» In Hindooftan, for a perfon under the prote£lion of another to aflume

the habit of a fakeer, or religious, is reckoned difgraceful to the party promifing

protedion, and believed to bring down the curfes of heaven upon him.
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Kaudir feized all the horfes of the royal {tables, and diftributed

them among his followers, leaving only fifteen, of little value,

for the Shaw's ufe. Six ladies of the haram died of hunger,

and their bodies were thrown over the walls of the citadel, on

the fands of the Jumna. On its being reported, that many
others were in a dying ftate, from the fame caufe, Gholaum
Kaudir fent a fmall ftipply for the women of Bedar Shaw, but

took no notice of the reft.

Aug. 2 7th. Four ladies of Shaw Aulum's haram, weary of life, threw

themfelves from a window into tne river, and were drowned.

Their bodies were flripped by fome f idiers, one of whom was

wounded in a fcuffle tor the divifion of the garments. The
unfortunate Shaw Aulum, almoft famifhed, fent a imall filver

bow ring, by a foldier who pitied his condition, into the market

for fale. It produced only ^ feven pice, with which fome coarfe

bread was purchafed for his meal. A conliderable fum of

money, many valuable jewels and rich effedis, were found in

the houfe of Sahebeh Mhal, and feized by Gholaum Kaudir,

Aug. 28th. Some provifions and apparel were allowed to Shaw Aulum,

and his family. Mall;keh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal en-

treated, but in vain, to be allowed to retire to their houfes in

the city. Gholaum Kaudir refufed to vifit Bedar Shaw, though

repeatedly fent for. The navob Nazir was releafed from his

confinement. The fhops in the city are fhut up, owing to

the riotous behaviour of the Rohillas from the dearnefs of grain,

the Mharattas preventing all fupplies from the country.

Aug. 29th. Gholaum Kaudir, In a frolic of intoxication, fent for Akber
Shaw and feveral other princes, fons of Shaw Aulum, to the

lion ballion, where he entertained them with a feait and dan-

About fixpence.

cmg.
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cing. After fome time, laying his head on the knees of Akber
Shaw, he flept for two hours. On awaking, he wept, fay-

ing, " he had been guilty of great crimes, and repented of
** his behaviour; that he would reftore all the property he
** had taken, but could not replace the eyes of Shaw Aulum."

Akber Shaw, after fome ^conlideration, obferved, that " the pro-

*' vidence which had given eyes to his father, had alfo taken
*' them away; and the inflrument of heaven was not to blame."

They fat at the entertainment until funrife..

,
\ -

-
•

o

Bedar Shaw went to vilit Gholaum Kaudir, who would not Aug. 30th.

fee him, and ordered him to retire to his apartments. The
women of the haram are in the greateft diflrefs for want of

vi<ftuals.

Bedar Shaw, by meffage, entreated Gholaum Kaudir to order

fome relief to the confined princes and ladies of the haram;

but was anfwered with angry refufals. Gholaum Kaudir, in

paffing by the Mhal, was accofted with loud complaints from

the unfortunate women, who begged him to allow them food,,

or let them leave the citadel ; but he palTed on, faying, ** that

** in four days more he would relieve them." He went to

the emperor's bedchamber, and finding a fcymetar on the bed,,

took it away; at the fame time commanding the guards not to

let Bedar Shaw come to him on any account.

Aug. 31ft.

The troops of Gholaum Kaudir are mutinous for their ar- Sept. ift.

rears. He has fpent this day in trying to appeafe them, but
*

in vain. They threaten to defert him.

Gholaum Kaudir went out to the tomb of Koomaioon to

pacify the Rohillas. After much argument, one of the muti-

neers, drawing his dagger, rufhed towards him, but was flop-

ped
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ped by his companions. At length, the troops were fatisfied

with the affurance of receiving two months pay immediately,

and Gholaum Kaudir returned to the palace.

Sept. 3d. News arrived that the zemindars in "Sarungpore were in

arms; on which account Gholaum Kaudir has refolved to

march to Ghofeghur, leaving Ifmaeel Beg Khan in Dhely, to

defend it againfl the Mharattas.

Sept, 4th. Gholaum Kaudir is preparing for his march. A new quar-

rel has arifen between him and Ifmaeel Beg Khan concerning

the divifion of the plunder.

Sept. 5th. Bedar Shaw requested, by melTage, that Gholaum Kaudir

would permit barbers to be admitted to Shaw Aulum and his

fons, who had not been fhaved lince the day of his dethrone-

ment. It was allowed. Gholaum Kaudir has been the whole

day drinking, and liflening to the finging girls.

Sept. 6th. A wife of the deceafed emperor Ahmed Shaw died in the

palace, and Gholaum Kaudir would not permit the body to be

carried out for interment, though Bedar Shaw entreated his

permiffion. The Rohilla has been this day confulting with his

officers, concerning his defence againfl the Mharattas.

Sept. 7th. As Gholaum Kaudir was fitting under a tree this day, a

black fnake fell upon him from one of the branches, but he

received no injury. A quantity of gold and jewels was dif-

covered in the ceiling of a chamber. Part of the Rohilla army

croffed 'the river, on which the Mharattas retreated to fome

diftance.

Bedar

• The territory inherited by Gholaum Kaudir from his father Zabtah Khan,
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Bedar Shaw obferved to his attendants, that his was a Sept. 8th.

flrange empire, for he could not even obtain neceffaries for his

family; that he read the koraun nightly, flept upon the bare

ground, and prayed at midnight, in hopes that God in his

mercy would have pity on his lituation. Gholaum Kaudir re-

viewed his artillery^ and is preparing to march.

Gholaum Kaudir continues his preparations to march. ^^P^* 9*^*

Gholaum Kaudir divided the royal tents among his chief Sept. loth,

followers.

Nothing remarkable occurred till the fourteenth, when Gho-
laum Kaudir, alarmed at information of Ifmaeel Beg's being in

treaty with Sindia to deliver him up to that chief, fuddenly

left the palace, and fwam the Jumna on an elephant to join

the part of his army encamped on the other fide. In a few

days, however, he returned ; and going to Shaw Aulum, affured

him, that though he might reign again if the Mharattas were

vi<5torious, he fhould not enjoy the prefence of his children, as

they fhould be put to death in cafe of his defeat. The favage

Rohilla then obliged all the fons of the unfortunate emperor

to embark in a boat, and crofs the river to his camp. Akber

Shaw making fome refiftance, Gholaum Kaudir drew his fcymetar,

and threatened to kill him if he did not embark, when the

prince was obliged to comply. The plunder of the palace was

alfo all carried off in boats. The day following, the Rohilla

returned "to the citadel, and feverely beat Shaw Aulum with

his own hands, threatening to murder all the princes. He then

obliged the aged Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and "Sahebeh

Mhal to go to his camp, in defpite of their lamentations and

entreaties. Then fetting fire to all the combuftible parts of the

citadel, he evacuated it, with his followers, and repaired tto his

^ camp.

.i-#"
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camp. Upon his departure, a detachment of Mharattas took

poflelTion of the city and palace. Rana Khan, the chief, re-

leafed Shaw Aulum from his confinement, and ordered refrefh-

ments for the unfortunate emperor and the numerous perfons

in the haram, who, for feven days, had been able to procure

no fuftenance, but dry grain and water. New coins were or-

dered to be ftruck in the name of Shaw Aulum, who was

again treated as emperor; but he wifhed to decline the throne

in favour of Akber Shaw, whom he had always intended for

his fucceflbr.

Gholaum Kaudir, a few days after his departure from Dhely,

difgufted at fome behaviour of Bedar Shaw, or hoping to ob-

tain an accommodation with the Mharattas by regaining the

favour of Shaw Aulum, dethroned his newly made fovereign,

and acknowledged, as emperor, Akber Shaw. Such was the

affe<5tion of Shaw Aulum to his fon, that on hearing of his

exaltation, he wrote to Gholaum Kaudir and the treacherous

navob Nazir, affuring them of his pardon for the injuries he

had fuftained by their condu<5t, and thanking them for placing

his fon on the throne. He entreated Rana Khan, the Mha-
ratta general, to acknowledge Akber Shaw j but tlrnt chief re-

fufed, faying, " He could not, while the prince was in fadt

" only a prifoner, in the hands of Gholaum Kaudir Khan."

Rana Khan having fettled affairs at Dhely, and being re-

inforced by navob Alee Bahadur with a confiderable force from

Dekkan, crofTed the Jumna, to oppofe Gholaum Kaudir Khan.

That chief, finding it impofTible to fland againft fo powerful

an enemy, endeavoured to make his retreat into his own coun-

try, but was intercepted. He took refuge in the town of Mhirta,

and made propofals of fubmiffion; but the Mharattas would not

accept them; and on the twenty firft of December, 1788, made a

general
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general aflault on the place. Gholaum Kaudir defended him-

felf a whole day againft their attacks ; but feeing that he muft

in the end be reduced, he in the. night mounted a fleet horfe

and made his efcape, leaving his followers to ihift for them-

felves. He had not rode many miles, when his horfe ftum-

bled, and Gholaum Kaudir was fo bruifed by the fall he re-

ceived, that he could not move. In this fituation he was found

by fome villagers, who took him prifoner to the Mharatta camp.

He had, previous to his flight, concealed the moft 'valuable

jewels acquired from the plunder of the palace, in his faddle

and houfings. To whofe lot this prize fell, is not known, as

the horfe was never found. The navob Nazir, and other chiefs

who had remained in Mhirta, were in the morning obliged to

furrender with the troops at the difcretion of the enemy. Gho-
laum Kaudir was at iirit treated with diftindtion ; but fbon put

into heavy irons, with his companion in treachery, the navob

Nazir. Akber Shaw and the other fons of Shaw Aulum, with

the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, alfo the

depofed Bedar Shaw, were refpedtfuUy treated by Rana Khan,
who fent them to Dhely, with a proper efcort for their pro-

tection. Bedar Shaw was remanded to imprifonment.

The Mharattas poffefled themfelves of Ghofeghur, and the

territories of Gholaum Kaudir Khan. They are now without

a rival in the diredtion of the emperor, and likely to remain

fo, as long as their own ftate fhall remain free from internal

commotions, and the neutrality of the Englifh and the navob

vizier, with refpedt to the imperial affairs, be obferved.

While a prince of the houfe of Timur is efteemed as a

necefl^ary pageant for the veneration of the people, we (hall

continue to hear of an emperor of Hindoofl:ani but it is very

improbable that any future poflTeflbr of the throne, will ever

Vol. II. Q^q acquire
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acquire the fmalleft independance on the will of the power

which protefts his perfon, whether Hindoo or Mahummedan.
The rulers of the different provinces have, as yet, been con-

tented to acknowledge a nominal fubmiffion to an emperor,

from motives of convenience. It has prevented the jealoufy of

their equals, and given a fandlion to their ufurpations with the

people, who have yet regarded the Timur family as the foun-

tain of honours and employments j but, except over Dhely, a

fmall tradt around it, and during a few years in Korah and

Aleabad, the emperors have had no real territorial authority,

fince the reign of Mahummud Shaw. The Mharattas once

attempted to fet up a fovereign of their own at Dhely ' ; and,

Oiould they not be interrupted in their prefent career of vic-

tory, may, in a few years, throw afide the family of Timur,

and declare the raja of Sittarra, or their pefhwa, emperor of

Hindooftan, or at leaft of the extenfive fhare of it in their

poffeflion.

Since this conclulion, the wretch Gholaum Kaudir was
punifhed by Sindia. His ears, nofe, arms, and legs, were cut

off; and in this mutilated flate he was fent to Shaw Aulum,
but died on the road to Dhely. Shaw Aulum "has reaffum-

ed the throne, if fuch it may be called, and fubfifts on the

bounty of Sindia, who is employed in reducing the Jeypore

country.

1792.

By the lafl advices, Sindia had levied contributions from
the Jeypore, Odipore, and Jodepore rajas, and obliged them to

cede

B The failure of which attempt has been related in the defeat of the Bhaow,
by the Abdallee Shaw, in the preceding pages.
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cede fome parts of their country, and pay tribute for the reft.

Shaw Aulum continues a mere penfioner on this chief. The
fuccefles of the Englifli, Nizam, and Mharattas againft Tippoo

Sultan, and the partition of his territories, promife fome con-

tinuance of peace to Hindooftan; where it is probable, how-
ever, the fun of Timur has fet for ever.

Z^

END OF AURUNGZEBE's SUCCESSORS

IN THE EMPIRE OF HINDOOSTAN.
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PART VI.

HISTORT OF BENGAL,

FROM THE ACCESSION OF

ALIVERDEE KHAN MAHABUT JUNG.

\





PREFACE.

It was fuppofed, that an account of the affairs of Bengal,

with which we are fo nearly coacerned, would be more agree-

able to the reader feparately detailed, as its connexion mufl

have been frequently broken off by the events in other pro-

vinces, if inferted in the general hiflory of the empire.

Bengal, fince the death of Mahummud Shaw, like the other

provinces, has been nearly independant of the emperors j the

feveral navobs remitting only a trifling part of the revenues to

court, and the Englifh government, fince the departure of Shaw

Aulum in 1771 from under our protection, has ceafed to pay

any other acknowledgment of his fovereignty, than ufing his

name on the coin and in fome of the orders of adminiflration

to native otficers j if we except a few inconfiderable prefents

offered him on the great Mahummedan feflivals.

At the death of Aurungzebe, and for fome years prior to

that event, Bengal was governed by Moorlhud Koollee Jaffier

Khan,

-^.
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Khan, of whom an account has been publifhed by Mr. Glad-

win, and alfo of his fucceflbr Shujah ad Dowlah. His fon

Serferauz ad Dowlah was depofed by Mahabut Jung, filled

alfo Aliverdee Khan, whofe life begins the following pages.

This was compiled from a Periian manufcript. The tran-

fadions from his laft illnefs were tranflated from the Perfian

hiftory of Bengal, as literally as poffible, of *Gholaum Houf-

fein Khan, a learned and refpediable character, once of

greater confequence, but now, if living, a member of the na-'

tive court of judicature under the moft worthy navob Alee

Ibrahim Khan; the eftablifhment of which by Mr. Hastings

reftored juiHce and police to a great capital, in which they had

long been neglected.

» An Englifli tranflation of this has, I underftand, been publiflied in Calcutta,

by Muftapha, a French muiTulmaun, which I ihould have wifhed to have com-

pared with my own, but have not been able to pocure it.

HISTORY
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JVlAHABUT Jung was originally named Meerza Mahummud
Alee. His father, Meerza Mahummud, an officer in the fer-

vice of the prince Azim Shaw, on the death of his patron

falling into diftrefs, moved from Dhely to Cuttac, the capital

of OrifTa, in hopes of mending his fortune under Shujah ad

Dowlah, a diflant relation to his wife. Shujah ad Dowlah was

fon in law to Jaffier Khan, foubahdar of Bengal, from whom
he held Orifla, as deputy governor. He received his relation

with kindnefs, appointing an allowance for his fupport; which

induced Meerza Mahummud to fend for his fon, who accordingly

repaired to Cuttac, and was entertained by Shujah ad Dowlah
in his fervice, at a monthly ftipend of one hundred rupees. In

a fliort time, the abilities of Mahummud Alee engaging the

efteem of his patron, he gradually entrufled him with com-

mands againit rebellious zemindars, in which he proved himfelf

worthy of confidence, and was generoufly rewarded by higher

truils.' He now invited his elder brother Hajee Ahmud, then

returning from a pilgrimage to Mecca, to join him ; and on

his arrival he, as alfo his three fons, Mahummud Reza, Ma-
hummud Saeed, and Mahummud Hafhim, were enrolled in the

Vol. II. R r fervice
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fervice of Shujah ad Dowlah, at falaries of fifty, thirty, twenty,

and fifteen rupees per month; but as the influence of Ma-
hummud Alee encreafed, they were proportionably raifed to

higher employments.

Jaffier Khan, being diipleafed at Shujah ad Dowlah's hav-

ing neglefted his daughter for other women, left at his death

the fucceffion to his government to his grandfon Alia ad Dowlah

Serferauz Khan; but Shujah ad Dowlah having more intereft

at the court of Dhely than his fon, procured the foubahdary

for himfelf; when Serferauz Khan dutifully fubmitted to his

authority, on promife of fucceeding his parent, and continued to

hold the office of * imperial dewan under him.

Shujah ad Dowlah, thinking himfelf greatly indebted to the

abilities and fidelity of Mahummud Alee and Hajee Ahmud,

for his eafy acquifition of the government of Bengal, purfued

no meafure without their advice. On the former he beflowed

the * fojedaury of Raujemahal, and procured for him from the

emperor a 'munfub and the title of Aliverdee Khan. The latter

was appointed fuperintendant of the cuftoms of Moorfhudabad,

and

* Superintendant of the collections. While the authority of the emperors

was properly obferved, the dewan of a province managed the revenues, and

the nazim, or foubahdar, had no power over them, his office being folely that of

commander in chief and difpenfcr of criminal law ; but as the empire declined,

he ufurped the rights of the dewan, whofe office became nominal only. Lord
Clive obtained it for the company, who reclaimed the proper exertion of the

office, but have not for fome years remitted any part of the revenue to Dhely.

During Shaw Aulum's refidence under their proteftion, he received annually

twenty fix lacs of rupees j but on quitting it, this tribute was withheld.

* The fojedaur in his diftridt had the fame authority as the nazim of a

province ; but latterly, his office has been confined to the fuperintendance of
police.

<= Commander of a body of cavalry, fometimes nominal only, for the pur-

pofe of giving a title, as all rank is militaiy in Hindooftan,
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and his three fons to confiderable employments. Thefe diftlnc-

tions were but the paths to higher offices, as, in a fhort time
after, the province of Bahar being conferred by the emperor
on Shujah ad Dowlah, he entrufted the government of it to

Aliverdee Khan, obtaining for him additional rank, and the

title of ' Mahabut Jung. Hajee Ahmud w^as created dewan to

the navob, and his fons raifed to the governments of large dif-* ^

tri(5ls in Bengal and Bahar»

Shujah ad Dowlah after twelve years' government of Ben- A. H. n^r*

gal, (the inhabitants of which ftill fpeak with veneration of the
^^•'73S*

lenient exercife of his authority,) dying, was fucceeded by his

fon Alia ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan, a young prince, whofe
character as a moral and religious man ftands high on the pages

of native hiftory. Eufuff Alee Khan, who writes that of Ma-
habut Jung, and ftrives to apologife for his ufurpation, as the

efFed: of neceffity and felf-defence, fays, " Serferauz Khan was

a prince of exemplary virtue; for though he poflefled every

incitement to voluptuoufnefs in addition to the feafon of
** youth, yet he was not addicted to fenfual enjoyments; and
^* during hs fhort government, in the courfe of which I was
** conftantly with him, I never beheld in his conduct even a

*^ tendency towards a vicious adtion. But,* alas ! he was ig-

** norant of the arts of pohcy, and poffefTed not an addrefs or

** manners to conciliate the world, fo that he became a prey

" to the machinations of his enemies."

((

«

Serferauz Khan at firil confirmed all the fervants of his

father in office, but fhortly, impelled by the clamour of his

own dependants, who naturally wifhed to ihare in the advan-

tages of government, he took the dewanny from Hajee Ahmud,

and removed his friends Aulum Chund Royroyan and Juggutt

. - R r 2 Seet

Imprcffing terror in war.
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Sect from their employments; which gave much difguft to the

' two brothers, who had for fome years, through their influence

with Shujah ad Dowlah, governed Bengal. Hajee Ahmud re-»

folved on the deftrud:ion of his mafter, and privately concert-

ed with Mahabut Jung to depofe him; but at the fame

time had the addrefs to make Scrferauz Khan believe, till too

late, that he was attached to his interefts, and even to perfuade

him to difband a great part of his army, ib unneceflarily ex-

peniive in a time of profound peace. He pretended that he

was weary of the cares of office, and to thank the navob for

relieving him of a burden, and giving him the indulgence of

religious retirement in his old age; at the fame time expreiT-

ing his readinefs to give his advice on public affairs. His

hypocrify fucceeded on the unfufped:ing mind of the prince,

though he was frequently warned by friends of the danger of

confiding in a difplaced minifter, and continuing his fons and

dependants in the government of diftrids, which they yet en-

joyed. He even communicated to Hajee Ahmud advice which

had been given him to feize the perfons of himfelf and fa-

mily ; but this mark of lincerity, inftead of gaining their loyalty,

only ferved to make them haften the work of treachery, left-

the navob fhould in time be prevailed upon to follow the

wholefome counfel of his real friends. The apologifts of Ma-
habut Jung fay, that he had originally no defigns on Bengal,

but wiflied only to be continued in the government of Bahar;

and would not have confpired againfl his patron, had he not

been perfuaded by his brother, that his office and even life

'^ was in danger. Be this as it may, fome months after his ac-

ceffion,,

» It has been faid, (how truly I know not, as I have heard it contradided

by many perfons) that the following circumftance encreafed the difguft of the

Eeets. A near relation of their's, a young lady of uncommon beauty, was forced

to ihew herfelf to the navob, who, however, did not offer any other injury;

but this was one, not to be forgiven confident with Indian honour.
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ceffion, Serferauz Khan, who had not yet received the royal

grants of confirmation in his government, received intelligence

from his agent at Dhely, that Mahabut Jung had employed

emiflaries to bribe the imperial miniilers, and obtain for him-

felf the foubahdary of Bahar independantly, if not of Bengal.

It is moft probable that this information was true, as the court

of Dhely was become notorioufly corrupt; and even its weak-

nefs made the emperor, on the vacancy of government, deaf

to jufter claims, and beftow the fucceffion on him whofe force

was the ftrongeft, as the only mode of preferving an acknow-

ledgment of his authority.

Serferauz Khan now began to be alarmed i and, in order

to reduce the influence of Mahabut Jung, he recalled the troops

flationed with him in Bahar; but they did not obey him. He
next tried conciliatory meafures to gain his attachment, and

propofed an alliance between his own fon and a niece of Hajee

Ahmud ; but this offer was rejedted, and taken hold of as a

pretence for rebellion, under colour of the young lady's having

been already betrothed to another, which made the propofal art

indignity to the whole family, that ought to be revenged.

Hajee Ahmud and his fons wrote heavy complaints of this in-

fult to Mahabut Jung, affuring him, that the navob meant

forcibly to celebrate the nuptials, and unlefs he fliould prevent

them, by fpeedily marching to Bengal and refcuing the lady

and themfelves from his power, their family would be diftionour-

ed, and perhaps cut off in defending their reputation, by the

tyrant. To account for the felf-fecurity of Serferauz Khan at

this period is impofllble; for, though informed that Mahabut

Jung was encreafing his forces, and that he entertained trea-

fonable defigns, Hajee Ahmud and his fons were left at liberty,

and Afta Oollah Khan, the father of the young lady, in com-
mand of the frontier flation towards Bahar ; nor did he take f

the
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. the precaution to collect his troops. Suddenly he received ad-

vice, that Mahabut Jung had arrived at Raujemahal, not more
than three days' march from the capital, with his army, hav-

ing gained the pafTes by the connivance of Atta Oollah Khan,
the fojedaur of that diftridl. From hence he had a letter from

the rebel, fetting forth, that as the indignities offered to his

family had amounted to perfonal difhonour, he . had marched
thus far w^ithout orders, but hoped he fhould not be obliged ta

come to extremities he w^iflied to avoid; and promifmg to re-

tire, if the navoh w^ould fend his brother and nephews with

their families and effecfts to his camp.

Serferauz Khan on this occafion rejected the advice of his

friends to confine Hajee Ahmud, who, with folemn affevera-

tions, declaring that Mahabut Jung would on his being allow-

ed to vifit him, retire to his government, unlefs the navob

fliould invite him to his prefence as a mark of favour, was

permitted to depart with his family. The navob difpatched with

him two confidential perfons, to affure Mahabut Jung of his

regard, and learn, if poffible, his real intentions. At 'the fame

time, he moved from the capital with about four thoufand

horfe, and proceeded by eafy marches towards the rebel. On
the fourth day his agents returned, bringing him affurances

from Mahabut Jung that he was loyal to his perfon and go-

vernment; but requefled that Ghofe Mahumniud Khan and

others, who he knew had prejudiced the navob againii: him,

might be removed from court, that he might fafely come and

pay his refpeds; alfo, that feven lacks of rupees would be

given to pay the arrears of thofe troops who had been detached

with him from Bengal by the late navob.

Serferauz Khan now was not to be longer deceived. He
faw the demands of the rebel in their true light, as made only

to
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to deprive him of his real friends, and render him a defence-
lefs prey to treachery; but, inftead of boldly continuing his

march, he imprudently oppofed art to art; in which he was
unequal. He feemingly affented to the requefts of Mahabut Jung,
while he fent emiflaries with large fums to bribe his followers

to defert him j but they betrayed their commiffion, and the rebel

taking immediate advantage of the navob's fecurity in the fuc-

cefs of his fcheme, while negotiations were depending, furprized

his camp. Serferauz Khan was flain, it is fuppofed, by the

treachery of his attendants, in the beginning of the attack. His

troops, after a very gallant refiftance, in which fuccefs often

remained doubtful, were defeated, and Mahabut Jung became

by his vidlory, foubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa. Ser-

ferauz poflefTed the government only one year and two months,

being in his thirty lixth year at the time of his death, which

happened in the year 1739.

Two dajrs after his vi<5lory, Mahabut Jung entered the capital,

and repairing jBrft to the apartments of NufFeefa Begum, daugh-

ter to Shujah ad Dowlah, entreated her pardon for the flaughter .

of her brother, and aflured her of his protedtion to herfelf and

the furvivors of her family. He then afcended the mufnud in

the hall of audience, and his authority as foubahdar was ac-

knowledged by the officers of government and inhabitants of

the city. Having poflefTed himfelf of the treafures of the un-

fortunate Serferauz Khan, which had accumulated to an im-

menfe amount by the favings of his grandfather and father, and

had not been diminished, Mahabut Jung fent a corore of rupees

in money, and to the amount of feventy lacs in jewels, plate,

and rich goods, as an offering to the emperor; who, in re-

turn for this mark of obedience, (hortly after confirmed him

in the government of the three foubahs of Bengal, Bahar, and

Ori/Ta. It is faid, thefe fums were but a trifling part of his

acquifltions.
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acqulfitlons. Ke conferred large fums on his relations and ad-

herents, and beftowed an ample gratuity on the troops. Having

arranged the affairs of Bengal, he prepared to reduce Oriffa,

which was as yet unfubdued to his government.

Moorfhud Koollee Khan, deputy governor of OrifTa, fon in-

law to Shujah ad Dowlah who had married the fifler of the

late navob, on his overthrow had at firfl quietly acknowledged

Mahabut Jung as foubahdar, and was continued in office j but

foon afterwards, at the infbigation of his wife and Baukir

Khan, his fon in law, who reproached him with cowardice in

fubmitting to a traitor, he withdrew his allegiance, and pre-

pared to revenge the murder of his brother in lawj for which

purpofe he levied an army, and invited the officers of the late

navob to join his flandard againfl the ufurper.

Mahabut Jung, on intelligence of his defigns, regarding

them as the effeft of artful perfuafion on his mmd, was wil-

ling if poffible to avoid a rupture, and wrote letters of aflurance

that he had no enmity towards him; but, as circumftances had

rendered his flay in his territories hazardous for the peace of

both parties, he entreated he would remove either to Dhely by

way of Moorfhudabad, or to Dekkan, which was nearer Cut-

tac, with his' family and effeds. Moorfhud Koollee Khan, juflly

fearing oppofition to Mahabut Jung fruitlefs, would have fol-

lowed this advice j but his wife and Baukir Khan, by threats of
depriving him of his wealth and imputations of cowardice,

prevailed upon him to anfwer the navob's letters by infults and
defiance. Mahabut Jung upon this, leaving his brother Hajee
Ahmud and his nephew Shawamut Jung in charge of his capital,

moved with an army towards Cuttac.

On
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On intelligence of his approach, Moorflaud Koollee Khan
having fummoned his friends to a confultation, laid his fabre

before them, and after inveighing againil the ufurpation and
treachery of Mahabut Jung, declared his intentions of oppofing

him, fhould they be firm in fupport and attachment ; but otherwife,

to retire to fome place of fecurity with his family. The aflem-

bly unanimoufly aflured him of their fidelity and readinefs to

engage in war, and the chiefs of the army at his requeft re-

girt the fabre round his waift. After this, he moved from

Cuttac, and encamped in a ftrong fituation, furrounded by thick

woods and a river, fortifying his camp with nearly three hun-

dred pieces of cannon.

Mahabut Jung fpeedily arrived on the bank of the river,

within a few miles of the enemy, and halted long, being inca-

pable of diflodging him from his fecure pofition. In this fitu-

ation his camp was but ill fupplied with provifions, the zemindars

being attached to Moorfhud Koollee Khan, and cutting oiF his

convoys, £o that the troops foon began to murmur. Meer-

za Baukir Khan, learning the diflatisfadtion of the navob's

army, contrary to the remonftrances of Moorftiud Koollee Khan,

at length imprudently moved from his camp and offered bat-

tle } which was gladly accepted by Mahabut Jung. The en-

gagement was long and bloody, but finally decided in favour

of the latter. Moorfhud Koollee Khan, his fon in law, and chief

dependants, made good their retreat to Balafore, a feaport town,

from whence they embarked on board fhips, and arrived fafely

at MafTulipatam, on the coafl of Coromandel, where they were

generoufly received by the fojcdaur, Anwer ad Dien Khan. The
raja of Ruttepore, on the borders of OrifTa, hearing of their

flight, with a magnanimous humanity detached a force to Cut-

tac, and brought off their families and treafure in fafety to his

Vol. II. S { refidence.
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refidence, where he delivered them to Baukir Khan, who was
fent to receive them.

Mahabut Jung after his victory marched to Cuttac, and hav-^

ing arranged the affairs of the province, entrufled the govern-

ment to his nephew Sovvlut Jung, one of the fons of Hajee

Ahmud. He then returned to Moorfhudabad, and employed
himfelf in regulating the concerns of Bengal, in which he con-

fulted the eafe and fatisfad:ion of the public. To the women
and dependants of the late navob he granted liberal allowances,

and allotted them lands and houfes at Dacca, where they re-

tired. NufFeefa Begum, lifter to Alia ad Dowlah, having accepted

the fuperintendance of the haram of Shawamut Jung, was treated

with the higheft refpedt, and the revenue of the "Khaufs Ta-
look and all eftates bought by her grandfather, Jaffier Khan,

left at her difpofal, A fon of her brother's, born on the day

of his death, whom fhe had adopted, was permitted to refide

with her, and treated with parental fondnefs by Mahabut Jung
and his nephew.

Sowlut Jung, in his government of Cuttac did not a(5l with-

that prudence becoming his fituation. He vexed the adherents

of Moorfliud KooUee Khan, who had remained m the province

under promife of not being molefted in their eftates, by fines

and extortion, on pretence that they had fecreted money be-

longing to their late chief; and, being much addidted to plea-

fure, was guilty of excefTes in procuring women for his haram

from the inhabitants. To thefe oppreflions he added an impo-

litic negledl of the troops ftationed with him by his uncle, in

lefTening their pay to garrifon allowance, which gave great dif-

guft, fo that numbers left his fervice. Their places he filled

with

» A dlftri(5l round Moorfhudabad, of which Jaffier Khan had purchafed the

proprietary.
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With natives of Cuttac, who, for the fatisfadion of living at

home, accepted of a trifling falary. Thefe men were fecretly

attached to the late governor, whofe fon in law now refided

on the borders of the province, in hopes of opportunity offer-

ing to renew his attempts. The condud of Sowlut Jung be-

coming daily more oppreffive to the people, they at length

invited Moorfhud Koollee Khan to return j but he was too fond

of his prefent retirement to hazard his perfon, and rejecfted their

offers. They then had recourfe to Baukir Khan, who gladly

accepted their promifes of fupport; and meafures were fo fecretly

contrived, that Sowlut Jung was fuddenly taken prifoner in his

palace in a general infurred:ion of the people, and delivered to

Baukir Khan, who afTumed the government of Cuttac.

Mahabut Jung, on intelligence of this event, loft no time

in preparing to remedy the difafter. His brother Hajee Ah-
mud, and the mother of Sowlut Jung, apprehenfive for the

iafety of their fon, would have prevailed upon him to give

up Orifla to Baukir Khan on promife of allegiance, and at-

tributed his fuccefs to aids he had received from Nizam al

Moolk, whom it would be impolitic to difpleafe, as it might

bring upon him the force of Dekkan and lofs of Bengal ; but

'

he paid no attention to their advice. In a fliort time his forces

were ready; and, having left Shawamut Jung in the command
of Moorfhudabad, he began his march at the head of twenty

thoufand horfe and foot. As an encouragement to his chiefs,

he had ordered them to make confiderable additions to their

corps, and promifed a reward of a lac of rupees to the perfon

who (hould recover Sowlut Jung from captivity, and if he fhould

be the commander of a corps, to give two months pay ad-

ditionally to 'each man.
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Baukir Khan, on the approach of the navob, entrenched

himfelf on the banks of the Mahanuddee j but having little

hope of fuccefs againft fo powerful an enemy, fent off his bag-

gage and family to Dekkan. Refolved that Sowlut Jung fliould

not furvive his defeat, he placed him. in a covered "rutt under

the charge of two Moguls, who had orders to kill him, fhould

the troops of Mahabut Jung purfue and come up with them.

To make his death the furer, he privately ordered the efcort of

horfe who guarded the carriage, on the approach of an enemy,

to thruft their fpears into it, and deftroy both the vidtim and

the executioners. Mahabut Jung attacked the entrenchments of

Baukir Khan, who was deferted in an inftant by his troops,

too much intimidated to make reliftance; and the vidtors pur-

fued fo clofely, that they fpeedily overtook the efcort of Sowlut

Jung, when numerous fpears were thruft into the carriage,

and one of the Moguls was killed, but Sowlut Jung efcaped

unhurt, by the wounded man's falUng upon him. The other

Mogul was flightly wounded, and made his efcape, while the

purfue rs were releafing their recovered prince. Mahabut Jung
having returned thanks for his eafy vidlory, and the fafety of

his nephew from fuch imminent danger, fent him, with a

• confiderable force for his proted:ion, to his parents at Moor-
fhudabad, not thinking it prudent to entruft him again with

the government of Cuttac. The women and family of Sowlut

Jung, who had been detained prifoners in a fortrefs, were re-

leafed on news of the victory by the garrifon, and efcorted

fafely to him. The navob, having regulated the affairs of the

recovered province, gave the deputation of it to an officer of
experience, named Mahummud Mafoom^ and apprehending no
new danger near, permitted moil of the troops to retire to their

homes, while he, with only his principal chiefs and about five

thoufand horfe, marched ilowly towards his capital, enjoying

the
* A carriage drawn by oxen.
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the amufement of hunting on the way; but this calm was
fuddenly overcaft by ftorms, which threatened his deftrudtion,

and the defolation of the provinces.

Mahabut Jung was encamped near Midnapore, when intelli-

gence arrived that Bofkar Pundit had been detached by Rago-
jee Bhofelah, the Mharatta chief of Berar, at the head of forty

thoufand horfe, to demand the *choute of Bengal, and was

rapidly advancing towards himj but the navob, not expecting

that they would enter by Orifla, was little alarmed at the re-

port, as he had received advice of their intention to pafs through
Bahar, and had intended on his return to the capital to take

meafures to relift them, for which he fancied he fhould have
ample time before they could reach that province. In this,

however, he was miflaken, as an exprefs fuddenly arrived that

the enemy was, within twenty cofs of his camp. Mahabut Jung
upon this haftened his march to Burdwan, a confiderable town,

intending to place in it his heavy baggage, and engage the

Mharattas. Shortly after his arrival they appeared, and laid wafte

the environs of the camp with fire and fword. Some fkirmifhes

took place with little lofs on either fide ; the enemy, whofe

objedt was plunder only, not chufing to riik a general adtion.

Some days paflied in this manner, when Bofkar Raow propofed

evacuating the country for a contribution of ten lacs of rupees,

but this was refufedj and Mahabut Jung refolved to pufh his

way to Moorfhudabad, where he could recruit his fcattered

force. He ifiued orders for the greateft part of the heavy bag-

gage and camp followers to remain at Burdwan, but in vain,

as they were too much alarmed to trufi: themfelves in the town

;

but the confequence of their difobedience was nearly fatal. On
the firfl: day's march, the Mharattas furrounded the line, and

Mahabut

» A fourth part of the revenues, which the Mharattas demanded from every

province. This claim is explained in the account of Dekkan.

S^S
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Mahabut Jung, unable to defend the numerous crowd of ufe-

lefs attendants and market people of his army, now reduced to

lefs than five thoufand fighting men, had the mortification of

lofing the chief part of his baggage, artillery, and tents. When
he halted for the night, only a fmall tent could be procured

for his reception. He now difpatched a meflenger with oiFers

to pay the ten lacks of rupees to the Mharattas ; but Eolkar

Raow refufed, and demanded a » corore, with all the elephants

belonging to the navob. Mahabut Jung refufed fuch degrading

conceflions, and the next day proceeded on his march, which

was harafiTed as ufual, and what little baggage remained fell a

prey to the enemy j who, however, could make no impreflion

on the main body, and were often repulfed from the charge.

For three days a running fight was kept up, during which the

greateft diftrefs for provifions and fhelter from heavy rain was

experienced by the troops of Mahabut Jung. On the fourth he

reached Cutwa, which the Mharattas had laid wafte, and de-

ftroyed large magazines of grain by fire; but enough remained,

though in a parched ftate, to be an acceptable fupply to an

army almoft perifhing with hunger. Here the navob encamped,

on the bank of the river Bhaugruttee, fecured by his pofition

from further infult of the enemy; and having written to his

capital of the fituation he was in, Sowlut Jung joined him ex-

peditioufly with a confiderable reinforcement, and plentiful fup-

plies of provifions from the oppofite bank of the river, which

was yet unmolefled by the enemy.

Bofkar Pundit, the Mharatta general, from the fear of pafT-

ing the rains in the country of an enemy who had fo gal-

lantly oppofed him, would have now retreated to Berar; but

Meer Hubbeeb, an officer of Mahabut Jung's, who had been
taken prifoner and accepted the fervice of the Mharattas ad-

vifed
* Upwards of a million fterling.
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vifed him to remain, offering to provide fubliftance for his army,

and to guide a detachment to Moorfliudabad, which might eafily

be plundered, it being unfortified. Bofkar relifhed his propofal,

and entrufted him with the command of fome thoufand horfe.

The navob, having intelligence of this defign^ left Cutwa, and

haftened to the capital, where he arrived one day after Meer
Hubbeeb, who had already plundered the fuburbs, efpecially the

fadtory of juggut Seet, to the amount of three lacs of rupees.

On the arrival of Mahabut Jung he retreated, and prevailed on

Bofkar to encamp at Cutwa for the rainy feafon; and the navob,

fatisfied with having preferved the city from plunder, deferred

further operations till he could recruit his army, and ftrengthen

the capital by new works. The enemy, while the fords per-

mitted, two or three times advanced to Plafley and Daoodpore;

not many miles diftant from Moorfhudabad, plundering the vil-

lages, till the fwelling of the Bhaugruttee confined them to the

oppofite Ihore. During the rains, Bolkar Pundit, by means of

Meer Hubbeeb, pofleffed himfelf of Hughly, Injalee, and all

the diftridts of Burdwan and Midnapore as far as Balafore, alfb

Bheerbhoom, Raujefhawee, and Raujemahalj fo that, except

Moorfhudabad and its environs, nothing remained to- the navob

wefl of the Ganges in Bengal; but the diflridls to the eafl of

that river afforded him ample refources. The inhabitants of

the capital, during the rainy feafon, for the moft part moved

with their families and effedls acrofs the Ganges for the greater

fecurity. The families, treafures, and valuables of Mahabut

Jung and his relations, were alfo fent over that river to Go-

dagauree, under the care of Shawamut Jung, who returned to

the capital after he had provided a place of fafety for them.
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Mahabut Jung pafTed the rainy feafon in raifing new levies

and encouraging his troops; to whom he diflributed ten lacs

of rupees, which he had promLfed them when furrounded by

the
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the Mharattas. The dry weather had not yet commenced,

when he marched from Moorfhudabad, and crofled the Bhaug-

ruttee over a bridge of boats, without oppofition from the ene-

my, who ftill continued in their camp at Cutwa, which was
divided from the navob's army by a deep rivulet, much fwollen

by the rains. Mahabut Jung during the night ordered a bridge

of boats to be thrown acrofs it, which was done without being

perceived by the enemy. About midnight, Meer Jaffier Khan,

Muftapha Khan, and other chiefs, at the head of a chofen

body, began to crofs. Half of this detachment had fcarcely

reached the oppofite bank, when a boat in the middle of the

bridge was loofened, and funk by the weight of paffengers;

and the troops in the rear preffing on, numbers were pufhed

in and drowned, before the accident was difcovered. Six hun-

dred men are faid to have perifhed in this manner ; but fuch

was the ardour of the troops and condudt of Mahabut Jung,

that the accident was foon repaired, and by daylight the whole

army had crofled, and prepared to attack the enemy. Boflcar

Raow was fo intimidated at this bold and unexpedted meafure,

that he fled with the utmofl: precipitation, leaving great part

of his baggage and tents behind him^ but was fo rapidly pur-

fucd, as to lofe a confiderable number of men within two cofs

of Cutwa, where he tried to make a fl:and, but in vain, his

troops flying on the navob's approach. He continued his re-

treat to the woods of Pacheet, and was followed by Mahabut
Jung fo clofely, that finding it impoflible to gain the paflies by
this route, he changed it, by advice of Meer Hubbeeb, and

returned into the forefl:s of Biflienpore, fo as to deceive his pur-

fuers, and gain the open country by way of Chunderkoona into

Midnapore. Here he encamped, and detached a force againft

Cuttac, which was but ill defended by troops ; and the gover-

nor, Mafoom Khan, rafhly marching out with his fmall force,

was defeated and flain.

Mahabut
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Mahabut Jung having at laft procured intelligence of the

change of the enemy's route, marched back, and haftened to

Burdwan. From thence he advanced to Midnapore, where Bofkar

Raow, encouraged by his late fuccefs againfl Mafoom Khan, gave

him battle, but was defeated with great flaughter, and fled by

way of Cuttac, to the borders of his own country. The navob,

not thinking it necelTary to purfue beyond his own territories,

now completely evacuated by the enemy, having entrufted the

government of Cuttac to Abd al Ruflbol Khan, returned triumph-

antly to his capital. The emperor Mahummud Shaw, as a mark
of approbation, now conferred upon him the title of »Hifham
ad Dowlah, with a khelaut, fword and dagger fet with jewels,

alfo a firpeach and collar of pearls. The title of ""Itifham ad

Dowlah was conferred on Shawamut Jung, that of ' Mahaum ad

Dowlah on Sowlut Jung, and that of ^ Hitteram ad Dowlah on

Hybut Jung, his three nephews ^ and inferior ranks and titles

on the principal officers of his army.
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Mahabut Jung, on the firfl: invafion of the Mharattas, had

applied to the emperor for affiftancej and SufFder Jung, navob

of Oude, was ordered with his troops into Bengal, but had ad-

vanced no farther than Patna, the capital of Bahar, when Bofkar

Raow was defeated. Mahabut Jung, encouraged by vi<3:ory, now
thought himfelf fully equal to the defence of his provinces;

and informing Suffder Jung that he had no further occafion for

fuccours, requefled him to quit Patna and return home, which

he did, though with fome reluctance, having intended, it is faid,

had Mahabut Jung been worfted by his enemy, to have added

Bahar to his own government. During his flay at Patna,. he

Vol. IL T t had

» Force of the ftate.

'' Eminent in the ftate^

« Regulator of the ftate.

' Dignifier of the ftate.
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had feledied fome pieces of artillery and elephants belonging to

the deputy governor for his own ufe, without the confent of

Mahabut Jungj and he not relifhing fuch acts of authority in an

auxiliary, was much offended, fo that a coolnefs took place be-

tween them; and had not Suffder Jung thought proper to re-

treat, in all probability an open rupture would have foon fucceeded

his refufal. H^,

The attempts of the Mharattas on Bengal did not end with

the defeat of Bofkar Raow, Ragojee Bhofela, enraged at the

repulie of his general, immediately prepared a new army, at the

head of which he entered Bengal without delay. At the fame

time, »Ballajee Raow, the principal Mharatta chief, advanced

with a confiderable force to receive payment of a draft of '' eleven

lacs of rupees, given by the emperor on Mahabut Jung, but with

profefled declarations of affording his affiitance to him againft

the former, by orders from Dhely. Ragojee having entered the

country by way of Beerboom, fixed his head quarters in the

diftri<3: of Burdwan, while Ballajee marched through Bahar to

the bank of the Bhaugruttee, not very far from the capital. Ma-
habut Jung advanced to meet him, and an interview took place,

at which it was agreed, that both armies fhould adl in con-

jundlion againft Ragojee. It is fuppofed, the navob paid a great

fum for his alliance with this Mharatta general, whofe coming

to Bengal is varioufly accounted for. Some attribute it to the

emperor's orders, in confequence of the requeft of Mahabut Jung

;

others, to the royal anger at his ufurpation of the government;

but it is more probable, that Ballajee was allured by the prof-

pedt of obtaining a confiderable plunder in Bengal, and gratify-

ing his enmity againft the Berar chief, than that he fhewed any

regard

» Ballajee and Ragojee at this time were at enmity as rivals for the pefh-

waHiip or miniftry ot the Mharatta ftates.

*" One hundred and ten thoufand pounds.
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regard to Mahummud Shaw's approbation or diflike of the con-

dudt of Mahabut Jung. Both armies now marched to expell

Ragojee from Burdwan, and continued together for fome days,

when Ballajee, not liking the flow movement of the Bengal troops,

took upon himfelf the punifliment of the Berar chief, and left

the navob. Ragojee fled, as he advanced, to his own country ;

and Mahabut Jung, having thus prudently cleared the provinces

of his enemy, returned to Moorfhudabad : but though he did

not in this campaign fufFer lofs in the field, that of the revenue

was great, as the unfortunate inhabitants of the defencelefs vil-

lages were plundered without mercy by both the Mharatta

armies ; nor were their calamities yet at an end from the in-

vaders.

331

Ragojee the year following again fent Bofkar Raow, at the

head of twenty thoufand horfe, to invade Bengal, but with or-

ders to offer peace, fhould the navob fubmit to pay a heavy

contribution, as he had done to Ballajee. Mahabut Jung on

their approach moved with his army and encamped at Mun-
kirra, only ten miles from his capital, having it in contempla-

tion to take advantage of the defire his enemy had for money
to allure the principal chiefs to an interview by promifes of
large fums, and cut them off by treachery; which, if efFe<fled,

he could eafily vanquifli an army deprived of its leaders. With
fuch views, he difpatched Muflapha Khan and Raja Janegee

Ram to the Mharatta camp, with propofals of peace and an

invitation to Boflcar Raow to come to an interview, fhould the

terms of friendfliip be accepted. Bofkar Raow demanded heavy

contributions j to which the agents readily confented, provided

he would vifit Mahabut Jung, who at the fame time daily fent

him friendly letters and valuable prefents. At length, the Mha-
ratta, blinded by avarice, confented, and a day was appointed.

The navob having communicated his intentions to his nephew
T t 2 Sowlut
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Sowlut Jung, Jaffier Khan, and Fakeer Oollah Beg, commanded
them to feledt a confidential band of men, and draw them up
within the fkreens round the tent of audience, with orders to

rufh upon Bofkar and his attendants upon a fignal, which he
appointed, promifing liberal rewards for their obedience. At
length, the day fixed being arrived, Boikar Raow moved from
Cutwa with the greateft part of his army, and on his arrival

near the navob's encampment, leaving his troops drawn up in

order of battle, advanced with other principal chiefs and his

attendants. The Bengal troops were drawn up to receive

him. Near the tent of audience he difmounted, and entered the

enclofure of fkreens with his companions, fupported by Mulia-

pha Khan and Raja Janegee Ram, who foon after, however,

contrived to quit him. Mahabut Jung eagerly enquired as he

advanced, which was Boikar Raow? and on his being pointed

out, cried out with a loud voice, " Cut down the infidel." In

an inftant the appointed band rufhed on their victims, and Bofkar

Raow, with nineteen ofKcers of rank, were flaughtered. The
navob now mounted his elephant, and putting himfelf at the

head of his troops, furioufly charged the Mharatta line ; which,

not expelling an attack and deprived of their generals, was

routed in an inflant. Mahabut Jung purfued the enemy to

Cutwa, their flanding camp, which had been left under the

command of Ragoo Gicowaur, who had uniformly refufed to ac-

company Bofkar to the fatal interview. Being informed of the

fate of his general, he fled with precipitation, and evacuated

the provinces without attempting to revenge the maffacre. Ma-
habut Jung returned to Moorfhudabad ; and having diilributed

ten lacs of rupees, as a gratuity to the troops, conferred liberal

rewards on thofe chiefs who had affifted molHy in the com-

pletion of his infidious and bloody vidlory. Hajee Ahmud about

this time being offended at his brother, for refufing him the

fojedaury of Hughly, though he had a greater revenue than he

Could
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could expend, and the office he defired was conferred on his

own fon Sowlut Jung, who had been without any confequential

employment fince his unfortunate adminiftration at Cuttac, re-

tired in difguft to Patna, where he devoted himfelf in his old

age to fenfual enjoyments.

Mahabut Jung, now freed from foreign enemies, was affidu-

Gufly employed in the regulation of his provinces, and forming

plans for the repair of that defolation which the Mharattas had

ipread through all the diftrid:s weft of the river Ganges j but

a ftorm foon arofe within his own dominions, which was more

threatening to his power than the armies of Dekkan. He had,

in order to attach his chiefs to his intereft during the war,

been lavifli of his favours, and more fo of promifes of future

rewards ; but which, now finding inconvenient to fulfil, he broke

through ; which gave off^ence to many, but particularly to his

principal general, Muftapha Khan.

Muftapha Khan had been "conftantly the chief counfellor and

agent of Mahabut Jung. To his fidelity and valour he in great

meafure owed his acquifition of the mufnud of Bengal, and his

fuccefs over the Mharatta invaders. To his addrefs he was

indebted alfo for the decifive, but treacherous blow, given to

his enemies, by the late affaflination of Bofkar Raow and his

officers ; and, it is faid, that for this laft fervice he had promifed

him the government of Bahar, which was held by his nephew

and fon in law, Hybut Jung. The general was preffing for the

performance of his promife, and in fuch a manner, as fhewed

he rather efteemed himfelf the partner in authority than fervant

of the navob. He interfered alfo, by his recommendations of

perfons to office, with the plans of Mahabut Jung, who grant-

ed many favours to his importunity, but every compliance was

inftantly fucceeded by new requefts^ fo that the navob was in

danger

333
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danger of becoming a tool in the hands of his general, a fitua-

tion which his high fpirit could not brook. To fuch a pitch

had Muftapha Khan carried his influence, that the zemindars of

Bengal, when the dewan, or revenue colledors, pufhed them

for payment, or enforced arrangements, they did not chufe,

however neceilary and jufl:, bribed him to fkreen them from

the refentment of the navob ; who, to pleafe his minifter, (whom
he wifhed not to difgufl in a feafon of danger) too often re-

pealed his own orders, to the injury of his treafury and autho-

rity, infomuch that the civil officers of government became of

little confequence in the eyes of the renters. Mahabut Jung
bore with the evil till it was becoming dangerous j but on the

general's demanding the province of Bahar, he was obliged to

refufe, fearing, from his own condudt in a iimilar fituation, that

Muflapha Khan would finally diredl the force which that go-

vernment would give him, againft his patron, as he himfelf had
done againft the unfortunate Alia ad Dowlah. He endeavoured^

however, by every means to fatisfy him for his breach of pro-

mife, but in vain. Muftapha Khan had refolved to eftablifti

himfelf in Bahar, and would not be put off. It is faid, that

he had even views upon Bengal, to fatisfy which he would
not have fpared the life of his mafter. Jealoufies now took
place, and each party became fufpicious of the other's intentions^

knowing that afiaffination was an engine they each could make
ufe of without remorfe, and which, perhaps, both, .watched an
opportunity to employ. Appearances of regard were however
kept up between the navob and his general i but the latter now"

always went well guarded in his vifits to court. At length, an
accident brought affairs to a crifis, which produced an open
rupture.

Muftapha Khan, one day intending to pay his refoedis to the
navob, difpatched before him two of his principal officers, to

obferve
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obferve the ftate of the audience chamber, and remark if there

were figns of treachery againft him; a precaution he had ufed

lince the coolnefs had taken place. The officers having made
their obeifance to the prince, fat down to wait the arrival of

the general, when, juft as it was announced, a eunuch came

from the interior apartments, and informed Mahabut Jung, that

his Begum was fuddenly taken ill, and defired to fee him, the

navob rofe up, and, retiring, defired that the officers would ex-

cufe him for a few minutes to their general. At this inftant,

the tread of feet and uncommon ruftling was heard in the

paffage to the haram, which the officers, ever fufpicious of

treachery, fuppofing to proceed from armed men concealed to

aflaffinate their lord, and the navob's departure giving colour to

their apprehenfions, they rufhed out, and informed Muftapha

Khan, who was now alighting in the court, of their fears. The
general, prepared for alarm by the confciounefs of his own evil

defigns, remounted; and, haftening precipitately to his canton-

ments, refufed to return, though the navob, who had almofl

inftantaneoufly come back to the chamber of audience, difpatch-

cd after him his nephew Shawamut Jung to inform him that

he was waiting to receive him, and anxious to enquire the

caufe of his fudden departure, with folemn affurances, that no

treachery had been intended. On the return of his nephew,

Mahabut Jung would have gone in perfon to perfuade him of his

fmcedty; but the entreaties of his family, who were alarmed for

his fafety, prevailed upon him to give up that hazardous defign.

Every trial was made to calm the apprehenfions of the general,

but in vain; and he now openly declared his intentions of

quitting the navob's fervice with his friends, and demanded the

arrears of pay due to himfelf and follov^rers. Mahabut Jung

gladly complied with his wiflies, and paid without delay * feven-

tcen lacs of rupees, without examining his accounts ; at the fame

time
» One hundred and feventy thoufand pounds.
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time commanding him, as he was refolved to leave his fervlce,

to quit his dominions. Muftapha Khan, emboldened by the

readincfs with which the navob fatisfied his demands, and re-

garding it as a proof of weaknefs and fear, made propofals to

the Afghann commanders of corps to depofe Mahabut Jung,

and divide his territories equally among them. Shumfheer Khan,

a confiderable chief, agreed to join him j but the reft, as Serdaur

Khan, Rahim Khan, and others, declined, faying, that if Mahabut

Jung had injured him by withholding his juft demands, they would

readily have affifted him in enforcing redrefs i but to mutiny

for no caufe, or behave ungratefully to their benefadtor, they

efteemed bafe and difhonourable. The navob took care to im-

prove this good difpofition by prefent gratuities and promifes of

favour to the loyal chiefs and their followers; but, not willing

to hazard the fafety of his capital by proceeding to extremities

againft the rebel, was content to guard the city from infult,

and wait patiently for his departure. At length, Muftapha Khan
having ufed every art, but without effed:, to corrupt the army,

marched from Moorfliudabad with upwards of eight thoufand

horfe and a great number of foot, having previoufly fet fire to

his cantonments, with the intention of poflefling himlelf of Bahar.

The inhabitants of the city, who during the quarrel had been under

the greateft alarm for their perfons and property^ received new hfe

from his departure. The navob, having liberally rewarded his

troops for their fidelity, particularly Serdaur Khan, Rahim Khan,
and Shumftieer Khan, who had been gained over from joining

the rebel, now prepared to purfue him. After a few days,

leaving the city in charge of his nephew Shawamut Jung, he

began his march; at the fame time writing to Hybut Jung,

governor of Patna, the capital of Bahar, not to hazard an en-

gagement in the field, and if he thought that city not defen-

fible, to crofs the river, and move down the oppofite bank,, till

lie could form a jundion with his grand army.

Muftapha
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Muftapha Khan having plundered Raujemahal, and taken

fome elephants and cannon Rationed there to his own ufe, pro-

ceeded to Monghyr, of which he gained poffeflion with Httle

lofs, the fortrefs being in a ruinous ftate. He next advanced

towards Patna, hoping to make an eafy conqucfl: of that city

;

but intelligence of his defeftion having reached Hybut Jung, who
was then engaged in fome operations on the oppofite bank of

the Ganges, he returned expeditioufly, and encamped near the

town, refolved, notwithftanding the contrary advice of his uncle

the navob, to oppofe the enemy, however fuperior in num-
ber. He difpatched a meflenger to Muftapha Khan, deliring to

know his intentions, declaring, that if they were to feize the

city, he muft produce the imperial orders for his condudt, be-

fore it fhould be given up; but, if his defign was only to

pafs through the province into Benaras or Oude, he was wel-

come to purfue his route any way but through the capital. The
rebel infolently replied, " That he thought it incumbent upon
** him to deflxoy * heretics like Mahabut Jung ; and as the

** fcripture faith, * Territory is for him who can conquer it,'

** there was no occafion for the imperial grant." He concluded

by afking, ** By what authority was his uncle fupported in feiz-

" ing Bengal, and murdering his fovereign Serferauz Khan ?".

337

Hybut Jung, not intimidated at the rebel's approach, pre-

pared to receive him, though his army did not confift of more

than five or fix thoufand horfe, great part of them new levies,

raifed in a hurry, and inexperienced. The enemy foon appear-

VoL. II. U u ed,

* Muftapha Khan was a Soonnij the fe£laries of which are advocates for

the juftice of the fuccefllon to the prophet of the three firft kaliphs, Aboubeker,

Omar, and Ofmaun, in prejudice to Ake, the prophet's fon in law. Mahabut

Jung was of the Sheea fe£t, who regard Alee as the fucceflbr of the prophet,

and even his equal in holinefs. The fuperftitious among thetn even fay, that

God commiffioned the angel Gabriel to deliver his revelation to Alee, but that

he, by miftake, gave it to Mahummud.
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ed, and attacked his camp without delay; when Hybut Jung

was deferted by all his troops, except a few hundred veterans

who guarded his perfon, on the firfl onfet. Muftapha Khan

was furioufly charging this fmall body, when his elephant dri-

ver being killed by a mufquet fhot, the animal became un-

ruly, and at the fame time two of his principal officers, Oudal

Shaw and Hakeem Shaw, were mortally wounded. Unable to

manage his elephant, he alighted in order to mount a horfe;

but his troops, on miffing him from his 'howdah, fuppofed

him flain, were feized with a panic, and retreated in confuiion

towards their own camp. Muftapha Khan endeavoured in vain

to rally and convince them of their error, but was obliged to

retire. Hybut Jung, not thinking it prudent to purfue, was

contented with the repulfe of the enemy, and remained within

his lines. A diftant' cannonade and fkirmifhing was kept up

for feven days between the two armies, but on the eighth, the

rebel, after fending off his baggage and tents fome miles to

the weftward of Patna, again attacked the lines of Hybut Jung,

who defended his poft with gallantry and refolution. Muftapha

Khan, ftUl unfortunate, in the beginning of the aflault was

wounded in the eye with an arrow, which obliged him to re-

treat; and having now intelligence of the near approach of Ma-
habut Jung, he judged it beft to give over his defigns on Pat-

na, and" march towards the frontier of Bahar. He was foon

puffued by the united forces of the navob and his nephew from

place to place, till he had pafled the borders into the territories

of Suffiier Jung; not chufing to hazard an engagement, as his

troops were difpirited by their late repulfes, and the lofs of their

two principal chiefs. He expedled alfo to be foon joined by

a body of Mharattas, in conjundlion with whom he hoped to

be more fuccefsful at a future period. He retired under the

walls
* A feat ufed on elephants.
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walls of the fortrefs of » Chunar, and Mahabut Jung did not

chufe to run the rifk of embroiling himfelf with the navob of
Oude by carrying the. purfuit into his dominions.

The- navob had fcarcely returned to Patna, when he received

intelligence, that Ragojee Bhofela, encouraged by aflUrances of

affiftance from Muftapha Khan, and eager to revenge the aiTaflin-

ation of Bofkar Raow and his officers, had marched towards Ben-

gal with a large army, and was rapidly advancing. Mahabut

Jung, leaving Hybut Jung to defend Bahar and watch the mo-
tions of the rebel, haftened to Moorfhudabad for the defence

of that city, and prevent, if poffible, a jundtion of the Mha-
rattas with Muftapha Khan. At the fame time he fent an

ambaflador to endeavour to divert Ragojee from his invafion;

but that chief, fuppofing Bengal to be in a ftate of difaiFec-

tion, and the oiFers of the navob to proceed from fear, de-

manded the unreafonable fum of * three corores of rupees as the

price of his forbearance. Mahabut Jung, though refolved not

to confent to terms fo exorbitant and dilhonourable, yet willing

to gain time, in hopes that the rainy feafon, now near, would

flop the Mharatta from adiion, and allow him effectually to

puniih Muftapha Khan, inftxu(5ted his ambaflador to amufe Ra-
gojee with profeffions of compliance. In confequence of this,

nearly two months were wafted in negotiation at Burdwan, where

the enemy encamped ; and, at the expiration of that time, Ma-
habut Jung received the happy intelligence of the defeat and

death of Muftapha Khan, who had with great additions to his

former force invaded Bahar, thinking to make it an eaiy con-

queft, as the invafion of the Mharattas would prevent fuccours

being fent from Bengal; but the abilities and good fortune of

Hybut Jung prevailed againft him.

U u 2 The

» Chunar is a diftridl in Benaras, and will be long celebrated in India for

having been the refuge of Mr. Haftings during the rebellion of Cheyt Sing.

* Three millions fterling.
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The navob, who had continued at his capital in order to

convince Ragojee that he was iincere in his defire of peace,

now ordered his ambaflador to return, and fent him this vaunt-

ing mefTage :
** Thofe who feek peace from an enemy, are

" guided either by a fenfe of their own lofs or inferiority, or
" hopes of advantage; but, praifed be God, the heroes of the

" faith feel no dread of encountering infidels. Peace therefore

" depends upon this. When the lions of Iflaum fhall fo engage
** the monfters of idolatry, that they fhall fwim in the blood
** of each other, and ftruggle till one party fliall, overpowered,

" beg for quarter." Ragojee replied, " that to obtain this crifis,

*' he had already advanced near a thoufand miles from his

*' own country; but the navob had not yet moved one hun-
" dred, to do him the honours of a meeting." Mahabut Jung
rejoined, ** that the rainy feafon being arrived, and Ragojee
" having fuiFered fatigue and inconvenience from his long march,
** it would be prudent for him to fpend the inclement months
" in fome convenient fpot, that his troops might refrefh, and
** prepare for engagement in the dry feafon, when he would
** refpedlfully wait upon him, even to his own dominions."

Ragojee, accordingly, encamped in Beerbhoom, and reduced the

province of Cuttac and mofl of Burdwan by his detachments.

A. D. 1745. In the beginning of the cool feafon of 1 158, Mahabut Jung
marched from his capital to oiFer battle to the enemy. Rago-
jee had by this time moved into Bahar, in order to form a

jundion with the remains of Muftapha Khan's adherents, who
ftill continued to infeft' the hilly part of that province under

Mortuzza Khan, fon to the deceafed chief, and Bullund Khan,
a principal ofiicer, but were too weak to venture into the open
country alone. The navob, not being able to overtake the

Mharattas, encamped at Baukipore, a (hort diftance weft of
Patna, for fome time; but on hearing that the enemy had

crolied
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crofled the Soane to join the Afghauns, he proceeded to Mohib
Aleepore, on the banks of that river.

Ragojee having effected his purpofe of joining the rebels^

advanced towards the navob's army in great force, and feveral

engagements took place, in all which the latter was victorious,

particularly in one, when the Mharatta general was fo com-

pletely furrounded that he muft have been taken prifoner, had

not Shumfheer Khan and Serdaur Khan, two of Mahabut Jung's

officers, who were privately negotiating a treaty with the ene-

my, purpofely let him efcape. This difcovery of treachery

alarmed the navob, and he again offered terms to the Mha-
ratta, but Ragojee would not accept them; and feeing no ad-

vantage in oppofing Mahabut Jung in the field, by advice of

Meer Hubbeeb, he proceeded fuddenly by quick marches towards

Moorfhudabad, in hopes of being able to plunder that city

before the navob could reach it with his army. Mahabut Jung,

however, moved with fuch expedition, that he arrived only one

day after the enemy, who had only time to ravage part of the

fuburbs, and retreated, on his approach, acrofs the river Bhau-

gruttee. The navob followed Ragojee to Cutwa, near which

he obliged him to engage, and defeated him with great flaugh-

ter, when the Mharatta retreated towards Midnapore. Here,,

having received intelligence of infurretStions in his own country,.

Ragojee returned haflily to Berar with the bulk of his army,

leaving Meer Hubbeeb and the Afghaun chiefs for the defence

of Cuttac J upon which the navob, giving up for the prefent

the recovery of that province, returned to his capital, in order

to refrefh his troops and corredt fome abufes which he had
difcovered among his principal oificers.

It has been already mentioned, that Serdaur Khan and Shum-
iheej Khan, during the campaign had fulFered Ragojee to efcape,

when
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when they might have made him prifoner. The navob had

alfo, while the Mharattas were in the neighbourhood of the

capital, entrufted the proteftion of the roads between it and

Bogwaungolah, from whence the city was furniihed with fup-

plies from the diftridts eaftward of the Ganges, to thofe officers,

who, either through negle(5t or defign, allowed the marauders

more than once to plunder the convoys. The navob, upon this,

removed them from that duty, which he entrufted to his nephew
Sowlut Jung, who fulfilled it to his fatisfailion, and intercepted

letters from Ragojee to the former commanders, which proved

their connivance. Mahabut Jung had concealed his fufpicions

till the retreat of the Mharattas ; but, upon his return to Moor-
fhudabad, he difmiffed them with their followers, about fix

thoufand men, from his fervice, but allowed them to retire to

their homes in the diftri<ft of Durbunga, on the eaftern lide of
the Ganges, in the province of Bahar. In this feafon of tem-
porary repofe were celebrated the marriages of his grandfon,

Serauje ad Dowlah, and Ikraum ad Dovvlah, fon to the. late navob
Alia ad Dowlah, who had been adopted by Shawamut Jung,
who had no children. Upwards of two thoufand rich dreffes

were diftributed on this occaiion among the attendants at court,

and, during a whole month, the populace were feafted at the

expenfe of the navob. The magnificence of thefe nuptials, the

brilliant illuminations, fplendid pageants, and grand proceffions

of the bridegrooms, are ftill fpoken of with admiration by the

inhabitants of Bengal.

Mahabut Jung, having now refolved to attempt the expul-

fion of the Mharattas and Afghauns from Cuttac, appointed

"Meer Jaffier Khan to the command of a confiderable detach-

ment for that fervice, giving him, by way of encouragement,

the

a The fame perfon who, after the deceafe of Mahabut Jung, by the affift-

ance of the Englifh, acquired the mufnud of Bengal.
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the fojedaurees of Iiyalee and Midnapore, in addition to the

office of paymafter general. Meer Jaffier,' on his arrival at Mid-
napore, defeated a finall body of the enemy, when, being much
addid:ed to luxury and indolence, he did not purfue his ad-

vantage, but put his troops into cantonments, though the navob

ordered him to proceed to Cuttac without delay, before the ene-

my could be reinforced from Berar, the chief's fon of which,

Janojee, was preparing for a frefh invafion. At length, the

expeded Mharatta army entered Cuttac, and Meer Jaffier, not

chufing to hazard the defence of Midnapore, retreated towards

Burdwan, when the advanced party of the enemy, obferving

his pufiUanimity, hung upon his rear, and plundered his bag-

gage of feveral elephants. Mahabut Jung, upon this, difpatched

Atta Oollah Khan with a reinforcement, to fuperfede him in the

command, and moved alfo himfelf from the capital with his

army, to fupport him, if neceflary. Atta Oollah at Burdwan

engaged the enemy, and defeated them; but having fecretly

defigns on the government, the acceffion to which he had been

foretold by a fanatic officer in his fervice, who pretended to

the gift of prophecy, he thought the prefent a proper occafion

to affiime independance. For this purpofe, he endeavoured to

corrupt Meer Jaffier by a promife of the government of Bahar,

if he would affift in depofing the navob. Meer Jaffier at firft

liftened to the propofal, but, at the remonftrances of his friends

on the danger of the attempt, withdrew his concurrence. In-

telligence of this treacherous combination, however, having reach-

ed Mahabut Jung, he determined to leflen their influence, and,

on his arrival at Burdwan, reprimanded Meer Jaffier feverely

for his conduct in Midnapore, upon which that chief refrained

from his ufual attendance at the durbar. Atta Oollah Khan,

proud of his late vidory, and not fufpeding that his evil de-

figns were known to the navob, demanded the command of a

thoufand horfe for Meer Alee Afgir, the fanatic officer who
had
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had prophefied his exaltation, and had greatly diftingulfhed him-

felf in the adtionj but this the navob refufed, and Atta OoUah

being difgufled, threatened to leave the army. Mahabut Jung

was not to be moved, and he accordingly retired with his fol-

lowers to Moorfhudabad. The navob would now have over-

looked the faults of Meer Jaffier, and, on the death of a re-

lation, condefcendingly went to pay him a vifit of condolance,

as a mark of returning favour j but that chief, fuppofing this

honour to proceed from a dread of his influence, infolently ne-

gledled the complimentary advance from his tent to meet him;
on which the navob, in great wrath, laid alide his intentions,

after he had gone half way, and returned to his camp. He
now ordered him to give in the accounts of his office, and

fend Shujan Sing, his deputy, with them to the durbar. Meer
Jaffier refufed j upon which the navob removed him from all

his employments, and offered fervice to his followers in other

corps, which they readily embraced. The general, finding him-
felf deferted, would have made conceflions, but the navob or-

dered him to leave the army, and retire to the capital.

Mahabut Jung, notwithftanding this diffention and the lofs

of two of his generals, kept the field, and defeated the Mha-
rattas in fevcral engagements. Janojee attempted, like his fa-

ther, to plunder the capital; but the navob followed him with

fuch rapidity, that he had not time to execute his defigns; and,

on the approach of the rains, retired to Midnapore, where he
cantoned, and Mahabut Jung marched to Moorfhudabad, not

chufing to purfue him farther till the dry feafon. Meer Alee
Afgir, the prophefying fanatic, was now obliged by the navob
to quit the provinces, though Shawamut Jung ufed every en-
treaty with his uncle to allow him to remain in the city with
Atta Oollah Khan, whom the navob yet permitted to. refide
there.

The
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The rains had fcarcely fubfided, when Mahabut Jung pre-

pared to march againfl the Mharattas, and was encamped at

Amaunee Gunge, not far from the capital, when he received

fudden intelligence of an infurreftion in Bahar, the allaflination

of his nephew Hybut Jung, and the captivity and difgraceful

death of his brother Hajee Ahmud. It has been already re-

marked, that the navob had difcharged from his fervice the

Afghaun chiefs, Shumfheer Khan and Serdaur Khan, with their

followers. Thefe generals had refided iince that time in their

jaghires in Derbunga i but the exiftence of fuch a body of

armed men, free from any controul of the governor of the pro-

vince, could not long continue without endangering its fafety.

Hybut Jung, according to fome reports, dreading their rebellion,

or, to others, by attaching the Afghauns to his interefts, mean-
ing to enfure his fucceffion to his uncle, or to aflume inde-

pendance on his authority, had during the rains reprefented to

him by his agent, that the difcharged chiefs were forry for

their paft condudl, and defirous of being readmitted to his fer-

vice. He therefore requefted, that he might be allowed to

entertain them, as the only mode of preventing a commotion,

to which they would have recourfe, fhould their petition be

rejedted. Mahabut Jung with fome reluctance confented, and

Hybut Jung made propofals to the two chiefs, which they re-

ceived with feeming fatisfadrion. The terms of fervice being

adjufted, they marched from Derbunga to the bank of the Ganges,

oppofite Patna ; and Hybut Jung, to aflure them of his con-

fidence and fincerity, condefcended to vifit them with a few
attendants. He was received with proper refpedt, and a day

was fixed for their croffing the river with their followers. The
navob returned to his palace fatisfied of their fidelity, and iflued

orders for the provifion of boats for their conveyance. On the

day appointed, the Afghauns crofTed the Ganges, and encamped

Vol. II. W w near
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near the city ; when Hybut Jung again vifited » Serdaur Khan,

The two next days were chofen for the generals to pay their

refpedls to him feparately, at the palace, and the navob, in

order to obviate any fears they might have of treachery, com-

manded that only his domeflic fervants fliould attend him,

even to the exclufion of his ufual body guards. Serdaur Khan

came the firft day, and having received the cuftomary tokens

of efteem, returned to his camp. The following morning Hy-
but Jung repaired to his hall of audience, to receive the pro-

mifed vifit of Shumlheer Khan, and, as on the day before,

would not permit any guards to attend, allowing only a few

officers of his houfehold to be prefent. Frrft came nearly a

thoufand of the Afghaun infantry, with matchlocks and matches

lighted, who, after faluting, arranged themfelves in the fquare

of the palace. A chief, named Moraud Sheer Khan, next en-

tered, with a crowd of officers, who filled the hall, and eagerly

prefTed to prefent their offerings. This being done, Hybut Jung
enquired after Shumfheer Khan, and was told he was not far

off. Moraud Sheer Khan now ordered his companions to take

leave, and make room for others. They rofe, and according

to cuftom, received each a betel from Hybut Jung, who was

earnefl in dillributing it, when one of the Afghauns, fuddenly

drawing a dagger, aimed a ftroke at him, bat without effedt.

One of the navob's attendants immediately cried out '* Treachery ;"

but Hybut Jung had only time to draw his labre, when Moraud

Sheer Khan cut him down, and he fell dead on the pillow of

his mufnud. Several of his attendants were flain -, and the pa-

lace being filled with the traitors, alfo the Itreets. of the city

by the foldiers of Shumfheer Khan, no refinance could be made

by the dependants of Hybut Jung. The Afghauns committed

great exceffes in the town, the inhabitants of which had no re-

medy

" It is faidj this chief was not a partner in the treafon, as far as refpefted

the aflafTmation,
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medy but to fubmit to their authority. Shumiheer Khan ordered

Hajee Ahmud to be brought before him, and demanded an ac-

count of his treafure ; but, decHning a difcovery, he was tortu-

red in various modes for feventeen days, till at length he expired,

not unjuftly puniflied for his treachery, and fhare in the murder of

the unfortunate Alia ad Dowlah. About * feventy lacs of rupees

were found buried in his houfe, befides jewels and other valu-

ables to a great amount. The effeds of Hybut Jung were feized,

and his Begum Ameena, the daughter of Mahabut Jung, with

his other womin, forcibly, carried to the camp of Shumfheer

Khan ; who, leaving the city under charge of his deputy, fixed

his head quar-ters at a little diftance, and engaged in raifing

new levies with the plunder he had acquired, intending to in-

vade Bengal. The wealthy inhabitants of Patna were obliged to

pay large fums, to fave their houfes from being plundered, and

a heavy contribution was exacted from the people at large by

the rebels..

Mahabut Jung, though inwardly deeply afFedted at the deaths

of his brother and nephew, the difgracefiil captivity of his

daughter, and the lofs of Bahar, threatened alfo with that ofBengal

by the invalion of the Mharattas at this alarming crifis, did not

lofe his intrepidity of mind, but fuftained the ftorms of cala-

mity with manly refolution, and prepared to combat the attacks

of misfortune. He convened his principal officers, fome of whom
he had reafon to fuppofe conneded with the rebels, being of

the fame tribes, and deiired their advice for his condud in the

prefent unhappy jundure of his affairs. They unanimoufly de-

clared, that they would loyally obey his commands. He replied,

that his beloved brother and nephew being flain, and their

femilies plunged in difgraceful captivity, he found life, under

W w 2 fuch
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fuch misfortunes unrevenged, intolerable, therefore knew no re-

medy but to punifh the rebels, or die in the attempt. If there-

fore any vviflied to follow him to this extremity, he would fpare

nothing to reward them; but neither would he detain thofe

who might chufe to quit his fervice, having already received

more obligations from them than he
_
could repay ; and as he

liad refolved to feek death rather than lead a difhonourable life,

but few followers where neceifary to enable him to obtain the

form.er. The chiefs, one and all, exclaimed, *' that they owed
•' him inviolable gratitude for his long experienced bounty to-

'* wards them, and had no views but to facrifice their lives if

" neceflary in his fervice
;
" to perform which, they bound

themfelves by oath on the Koraun. Mahabut Jung, now con-

vinced of their fidelity, paid up their arrears, and prepared to

march againft the rebels. The Mharattas by this time had ad-

vanced from Burdwan, and began to lay wafte within a fhort

diftance from the capital; but the navob knowing that to fol-

low thefe marauders, who always avoided coming to adlion,

would be vain, and give time to the rebels in Bahar to gather

flrength, was not to be diverted from his purpofe. He ftati-

oned Sowlut Jung at Bogwaungolah, to preferve the communis

cation for fupplies open between the Ganges and the city, which

he entrufted to Shawamut Jung, Atta Oollah, and Nowauzufli

Mahummud Khan, with a body of five thoufand horfe. A
proclamation was ifiiied, that he found it neceffary to march

againft the rebels, though the Mharattas were in the environs

of the city ; and, recommending, to fuch as chofe it, to retire

with their families to places of greater fecurity, previous to his

departure. Moft of the inhabitants who could procure convey-

ance, accordingly moved with their families and effedls acrols

the Ganges ; fo that fcarce any but the foldiery and poor re-

mained. Having finiftied his preparations, he moved from

Amaunee Gunge, with an army of twenty thoufand horfe and

as
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as many foot. In order to fecure provifions, he had coIled:ed a

large fleet of boats, amply laden, to accompany his march up

the banks of the Ganges. Meer Jaffier on this occafion was

again taken into favour, reflored to command, and the office of

paymafter general.

Mahabut Jung reached Monghyr without oppofition, except

in a trifling fliirmifli with the Mharattas at Bhaugulpore, who
had marched to join the rebels. Here a mefl^enger was inter-

cepted with letters from Atta Oollah Khan to the infurgents, in

which he encouraged them to ftand, and offered to embrace

their caufe at a convenient opportunity. The navob was joined

at Monghyr by fome of the Bahar zemindars and dependants of

the late Hybut Jung, who informed him, that the rebels had

left Patna, and were encamped at Bar, in number about fifty

thoufand horfe and foot, expecting to be joined by the Mharattas.

Janojee and Meer Hubbeeb having reached the vicinity of

the rebels' camp, invited them to a conference, at which they

embraced the fervice of the Mharatta chief, and Shumfheer Khan
was inverted by him with the khelaut of the foubahdary of

Bahar. The next day Meer Hubbeeb vifited Shumfheer Khan,

who after his audience left him to repofe, but privately directed

the guard over the tents, when he fhould prepare to return to

his own camp, to detain him, as a fecurity for the payment of

the expenfes he had incurred in levying an army for the fervice

of the Mharattas, at whofe infligation he pretended he had

affafUnated Hybut Jung. This fcheme by fome means coming

to the knowledge of an attendant of Meer Hubbeeb, he diredt-

ed fome of the horfemen who had accompanied him, to leave
'* the camp, but to return fuddenly, as if purfued by an enemy,

and fpread an alarm that the navob's army was in fight; m
hopes that, by this flratagem, he miglit fave his mailer from

the
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the intended treachery. The horfemen fpread the alarm, as

diredted, and much confuiion occurred in the rebel's campj but

notwithftanding the reprefentations of Meer Hubbeeb, that the

prefent was no time for fettling accounts, he was not allowed

to depart till he had paid a confiderable fum, and given the

fecurity of merchants for a much greater. This difpute proved

highly favourable to Mahabut Jung, by preventing the Mha-
rattas from a(fling in conjunction with the rebels, as the former

now refolved to watch only an opportunity for plundering either

army. The following day the navob offered battle to the ene-

my, and, by his ufual good fortune, Serdaur Khan was killed

by a matchlock ball in the beginning of the action, which in-

volved one half of the rebels in confuiion, and fpread alarm

through the troops of Shumfheer Khan. At this juniture the

Mharattas appeared in the rear, hoping to eifed; the plunder of

the navob's camp, while he was engaged. Upon Serauje ad

Dowlah's reprefenting that it was proper to detach a body to op-

pofe them, he replied, " that he would firft defeat his enemy in

" front, and then with eafe difperfe the Mharattas." Having
faid this, he charged the rebels with great fury, and they fled

panic-ftruck before him. Shumfheer Khan, being deferted, was
attacked on his elephant by an officer named Hubbeeb Beg,

who flew him, and cutting off his head, brought it to Mahabut
Jung. The Mharattas, feeing the defeat of the rebels, withdrew

from the field without flriking a blow, and the navob quietly

took pofTefHon of the Afghaun camp ; which they had left

{landing, with all their tents and baggage, a prey to the vic-

tors. Here the navob found his daughter, the Begum of Hybut
Jung, and the refl of his familv, who had been made prifoners

at Patna. Having offered up thanks for this, on his fide, almoft

bloodlefs vidory, and the happy retrieval of his infulted honour,

he proceeded to Patna, where he diftributed large fums to the

religious and poor, iu gratitude to God for his fuccefs, and

took
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meafures for repairing . the lofles of government in the late re-

bellion. Having fent for the women and children of the prin-

cipal infurgents from Derbunga, on their arrival he lodged them

in his own haram, treating them with humanity and kindnefs,

and after a fhort time fet them at liberty. At this time alfo,

he permitted the women and family of Meer Hubbeeb, who

had -been confined fince his joining the Mharattas, to return to

him, and furniflied them with money, conveyances, and an ef-

cort for their protection to the enemy's camp. Having refet-

tled the government of Bahar, he returned triumphantly to

Moorfhudabad ; but, previoufly to entering the city, obliged At-

ta Oollah Khan to quit it, and, as foon as poffible, his do-

minions ; permitting him, however, to remove with all his efFedts

and nearly * feventy lacs of rupees, which he had acquired in

his fervice, though he had repeated proofs of his having con-

fpired againft his life and government. Atta Oollah Khan retired

into the province of Oude, and was foon afterwards flain, in

an a(flion in the fervice of SufFder Jung againft the Patans of

Ferokhabad. Janojee, the Mharatta chief, after the defeat of

Shumfheer Khan, not thinking himfelf equal to Mahabut Jung
in the field, retired with his army into Midnapore ; and foon

after, on receiving intelligence of the death of his mother, march-

ed to Nagpore, leaving Meer Hubbeeb with a detachment for

the defence of Cuttac. The navob ftationed a confidcrable body

of troops at Burdwan, to watch the motions of the enemy.

Mahabut Jung, at the conclufion of the rains, moved again A. H. 1160.

from his capital, in order to drive the Mharattas from Cuttac ;
A. D. 1747.

and, on his approach, they evacuated the city. He followed

them from place to place, during the dry feafon, without being

able to bring them to adion; but on his return to Moorfhud-

abad

Seven hundred thoufand pounds.
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abkid, tlie enemy again obtained poiTeffion of the province. Ben-

2;.\\ was this year free from their depredations; a point, which

the navob efteemed an ample reward for the fatigues of his

campaign. The next year he renewed his efforts, and the ma-
rauders evaded his purfuit as ufual ; which made the navob

refolve to canton for the rains at Midnapore : but buildings were

fcarcely eredled, when he received intelligence that Serauje ad

Dowlah, his favourite grandfon, had left Moorfhudabad, with

intentions of taking poiTeffion of Patna, which was governed in

his name by Jaunejee Ram, and afluming independance.

A. H. 1165.

Mahabut Jung, who loved his grandfon to diftra<flion, was

more alarn:ied for his fafety in any oppolition he might receive

from the governor of Patna, than any ill confequences to him-

felf from the rebellion. He inftantly left his army at Midna-

pore, and with a fmall force haftened to Moorfhudabad, where

he remained only one day to refrefh his troops, and then fol-

lowed the imprudent youth ; to whom he wrote in terms of

the greatefl affedion, affuring him that he meant him for his

fucceflbr, and entreating him to return to his proteftion. Se-

"a't^*^^"^' ^^"js ^d Dowlah wrote an infolent reply, in which he accufed

the navob or promoting his uncles to offices of truit, and treat-

ing him only with pretended fondnefs ; that he was weary of

being controuled like a child ; and, fince he would not give

him a ffiare in authority, he was refolved to feize what he

regarc'ed as his jufl right. Therefore, he hoped his grandfather

would not attempt to oppofe him, as the confequence mull be,

that either he would have- his head in his bofom,' or his own
mull be laid at the feet of the elephant of Mahabut Jung.

The navob returned for anfwer, that Serauje ad Dowlah through

imprudence and want of judgment had caufelefsly accufed him
of want of regaf'l ; for he not only intended him the fucceffion

to his own dominions, but to the government of the empire,

could
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could he obtain it for him. He concluded his letter with the

following fentences. ** The religious champion, eager for mar-
** tyrdom, is unmindful that the martyr to love exceeds him,
" In the laft day they will not be compared together, for one
** is flain by an enemy, but the other by a friend."

Serauje ad Dowlah, on his arrival near Patna, fummfoned

the governor. Raja Jaunejee Ram, to deliver up the city and
repair to his prefencej affuring him of favour in cafe of his

obedience. The raja was at a lofs how to aft, being fearful of

furrendering his charge without orders from the navob, and

alarmed, left any accident fhould happen to Serauje ad Dow-
lah if he oppofed him ; but, at length, he refolved on defend-

ing the city, till he fhould hear from Mahabut Jung. The
imprudent young man aflaulted the town without delay ; but

Mhadee Niilar Khan, the principal advifer and leader of his

rebellion, being killed early in the attack, his followers fled, and

Serauje ad Dowlah with difficulty fheltered himfelf in a houfe in

the fuburbs. The raja, rejoiced that he had efcaped unhurt,

immediately fent fome of his principal officers to attend him to

a relidence befitting his rank ; and by the perfuafions of his

.

friends, he confented to return to his grandfather. Mahabut

Jung was overjoyed at his efcape, and haftened to meet him.

Inftead of reproaches, he received him with the greateft affec-

tion, and a joy bordering on weaknefs, as it made Serauje ad

Dowlah exert the influence he now faw he had over him, to

his difcredit and diflionour. The navob, having fpent a few
days at Patna, returned with his grandfon to Moorihudabad ;

but was feized on the road by an intermitting fever, which
continued long upon him. On his recovery, he marched againfl

the Mharattas, who yet infefted the province of Cuttac, and, as

ufual, unable to bring them to a decifive engagement, fpent

the dry months in purfuing them from, place to place. The
X X two
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two fQllowIng yeai^s were expended in the fame defultory war-

fare, when at length both parties, being tired of war, began equally

to wifh for an accommodation of their difputes. Mahabut Jung

yielded to the Mharattas the province of Cuttac, and agreed ta

pay annually twelve lacks of rupees, as the * choute of Bengal*

The navob, by this peace, being freed from adl his enemies,,

gradually difeharged his fuperfluous troops, and employed him-

felf in encouraging his people to- rebuild the villages which had

been deftroyed, and cultivate the lands in many diftrifts, long

wafte, from the defertion of the inhabitants during the repeat-

ed invaiions. From this period we find nothing remarkable in

his life, the remainder of his government being uninterrupted

by viciffitude. As he had chofen Serauje ad Dowlah for his

fucceflbr, he latterly entrufled him with a power, which was^

too often employed for the deftrudlion of thofe, againfl whom
he had any pique, or was jealous of their attachment. Houf-

fcin Koollee Khan and his brother, the fevourites of his uncle

Shawamut Jung, he aflaflinated, and put to death other perfons

of rank, without being punifhed by his grandfather ^ which adls

of cruelty eftranged from him the minds of the people, and

prepared the way for his own future deilrudtion.

In the year 1 169 died Shawamut Jung, nephew to the navob>

and fon to Hajee Ahmud. He poiTeffed many good qualities,,

and was much efteemed by tlie people for his clemency, and cha-

rities to the firiendlefs and poor. His death was fpcedily followed

by that of his brother Sowlut Jung, who had for many years go-

verned the diftrid: of Poornea, with credit to himfelf and £atisfa(5tion

to the inhabitants ; his misfortune at Cuttac having corre<5ted the

warmth of his difpofition^ and taught him prudence and huma^
nity

» The Mharattas ftill keep up this claim, but, fince the death, of Serauje ad

Dowlah, it has not been paid.
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nity. Both thefe princes are well ipoken of by the natives of

Bengal, and their memory refpe(3:ed. Shawamut Jung died with-

out iflue ; and Sowlut Jung left only one fon, who fucceeded him in

his government, under the title of Shokut Jung; but was fhortly

depofed.and flain by his cpuiin Serauje ad Dovi^lah.

Mahabut Jung did not long furvive the death of his ne-

phews. In the eightieth year of his age, being feized with a

dropfy, he fubmitted for fome days to the. advice of hi§ phyfi-

ciansj but finding himfelf growing worfe, and judging that at

his time of life a recovery was not to be expected, refrained

from medicine, and refufed longer to follow any regimen. The
expectations of his death caufed great dilputes among his rela-

tions. His eldeft daughter, Goofeety Begum, widow of Shawamut

Jung, retired with her treafures to * Mooteejeel, and diflributed

arge fums among the followers of her late hufband, in hopes

that they would fupport her againft her nephew Serauje ad Dow-
lah on her father's demife. Such policy was only the influence

of her declining fortune. When Mahabut Jung was in his laft

agonies, fome of his women defired he would recommend them

to the care of his intended fucceflbrj but the navob knowing

his bad qualities, obferved, fmiling to them, ** that if he for

three days fhould behave dutifully to his grandmother, then

they might entertain hopes of his tendernefs." Shortly after this,

he departed to the divine mercy, on the ninth of Rejib, 11 69, A. D. 1756,

after a government of fixteen years over the three provinces of

Bengal, Bahar, and OriiTa. He was buried the following night,

near the tomb of his mother in the garden of Khoofli Baug.

Xx 2 .« Thou

« A country palace near Moorfhudabad. The principal building ftands in a

piece of water called Mootee fee!, or Pearl-lake It was ereSed by shawamut

Jung, and is a ftately pile, being ornameii ed with many pillars of black marble,

brought from the ruins of Gour or Lucnowty, the ancient capital of Bengal.
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et

it

Thou didft guide him, O Lor4^ for he was among thy ferv-

ants. O forgive him his offences, for thou art moft merciful."

Mahabut Jung from his early youth was not addided to

idle pleafures, as wine, or » opiates, mufic, or the company

of courtezans. He was regular in his devotions, and aiiiduoufly

abftained from all things forbidden by the divine law. He ge-

nerally rofe two hours before day, and after ablution and prayer,

drank coffee with his feledt companions^ At day break he gave

public audience, when the commanders of his army, the civil

officers, and perfons of all ranks who had any applications

to make, were admitted without referve to fet forth their bufi-

nefs, and received fatisfadion from his bounty. At the expi-

ration of two hours he retired to a private apartment,, where

fuch only as were invited came. Theie were generally his ne-

phews Shawamut Jung and Sowlut Jung, his grandfon Serauj.e

ad Dowlah, and particular friends. Pieces of poetry were now
recited, or hifl:ory or anecdotes read to himj and fametimes he

even amufed himfelf with giving diredions to his cooks, who
prepared vid:uals before him according to his palate^ The offi-

cers of different departments, if neceflkry, alfo came for orders.

He thea fat down to eat with his friends, and many fhared the

bounties of his table. When the meal was over the company

retired to repofe. At this time, a ftory-teller always attended to

relate fome amufing narrative. He generally rofe about aa hour

after mid- day, performed his devotions, and read in the Koraim

till near four. After faying the prayers for that time, and drink-

ing a draught of water cooled with ice or faltpetre,, he received

feveral learned men, in whofe company he daily fpent an hour,^

hearing them difcufs points of divinity and law for his informa-

ation. When they retired, the officers of the revenue, with Jug-
gutt Seet, his banker, were admitted, and gave him the intelli-

gence

* Commonly ufed in India to intoxicate.
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gence received from Dhely and every province of the empire,

alfo of each diibid: of his own government, when he ilTued

his orders to them as affairs required* An hour paffed in this

manner, and lometimes his near relations were allowed to be
prefent. By this time night fet in, lights were brought, and
with them certain jeilers and buffoons, who Entertained him with
their repartees on each other for a fliort time. He then retired

to prayers; after which he fat in- privacy with his own Begum,
to receive the vifits of near female relations, till nine o'clock.

The women then departed, and men were admitted who had
-buiinefs with him, till he retired to fleep, generally early, and

without eating. In this manner he pafled his time, having flated

hours for every employment. He was unequalled in his benevo-

lence to his relations, friends, and former acquaintance in his lower

fortunes, particularly to thofe who had fhewn him the fmallefl

fcindnefs when he was diflrefTed at Dhely in his youth, fending

for them or their children to his court, and conferring favours

upon them beyond their expedation. The people at large dur-

ing his life expqg(|^ced fuch care ^nd fatisfadiion from his gen-

tle adminiftration, as could not be exceeded by the indulgence

of a parent j while at the fame time the lowefl of his officers

grew rich in his fervice. He was intelligent in all affairs, and en-

couraged the deferving of every profeflion. Affable in manners,

wife in flate affairs, courageous as a general, he poffeffed alfo

every noble quality. Wnen the French general, Mr. Bufly, after

the death of " Nafir Jung, wrote to him in pompous- terms of his

vidory, and recommended the factory of '' Chandernagore to his

protedtion, he refleiSed upon the fimilarity of difpofition between

his intended fucceffor, Serauje ad Dowlah, whofe enmity to the

Englifh he was apprifed of, and the unfortunate foubahdar of

Dekkan ;

* Nafir Jung was Nizam of Dekkan, He was furprized and flain in 3

confpiracy of his nobles, aflifted by the French, in the year 1755.
^ Belonging to the French in Bengal.
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Dekkan; at the fame time faying, "** He feared that after his death

the Europeans would become mafters of many parts ofHindooftan."

Muftapha Khan, his principal genera;!, had endeavoured to pre-

vail upon him to expell the Englifh from Calcutta, and feize

their wealth; but receiving no anfwer to his advice, urged it

again, through the Jiavob's nephews, Sowlut Jung and Shawamut

Jung. Mahabut Jung returned no anfwer, but ihortly after faid

in private to the latter, ** My cliild, Muftapha Khan is a fol-

** dier, and wifhes us to be conftantly in need of his fervicej

** but how came you to join in his requeft? What have the

** Englifh done againft me, that I fhould ufe them ill ? It is

" now difficult to extinguifh fire on land; but *£hould the fea

** be in flames, who can put them out? Never liften to fuch
** advice as his, for the confequences would be fatal."

* An dlufion to the fle^.

SERAUJE
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SERAUJE AD DOWLAH.

OERAUJE ad Dowlah, after the cuftomary mournings having-

aflumed die mufnud of his grandfather without oppofition, fent

a party of his troops to remove Goofeety Begum» his aunt, froni

the palace of Mooteejeel to a place of fecurity> and to confif-

cate her eiFefts. Her adherents, who had received large fums

from her to oppofe his acceffion, deferted her immediately oa
the death of Mahabut Jung, except a few, who alio were fo

alarmed when the palace was fiirrounded, as to be incapable of

refiftance. Meer Nuzzer Ali, who had been her chief advifer

and confidant, having bribed the ofEcers of the party to make
his peace with the navob, left the Begum, whofe perfon was

confined, and her treafures feized. Serauje ad Dowlah displaced

many of the ofikers of government, and filled their places with

young men, the companions of his pleafures. He - treated the

fervants of the late navob, moftly perfons advanced in years, with

fuch flight and difrefpedt, as gave them great offence, and eftranged

them from his intereft. Not long after his acceffion, he march-

ed towards Raujemahal, with a defign to difpofifefs his coufin

Shokut Jung of the province of Poornea ; but was diverted from

his purpofe, by information that Kiflien Boollub, fon of Rauje-

booUub, dewan of Shawamut Jung, had fled to Calcutta, and

was protefted by the EngMi, Mr. Drake, the governor, hav-

ing refufed to deliver him up at the demttod of the navob 's

officers. Upon this he returned fuddenly to^the capital of Moor-

Ihudabad. "
'

Seranje
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Serauje ad Dowlah, in whofe brain the vapour of pride had

arifen, and made him wander far from the path of caution and

forbearance, having refolved on quarelling with the Englifh, was

tortured with the fire of impatience. The companions and old

fervants of Mahabut Jung durft not breathe a remonftrance in

his prefence, and many, from the degradation they had under-

gone and the advancement of low perfons, wifhed the overthrow

of his power; fo that no one gave him proper advice, nor did

he afk it. Thofe who were his counfellors and favourites, were

moftly ralh, and weak of underftanding, unacquainted with the

rules of policy, and infatuated with their fudden promotion ; or,

regarding oppofition to his will as deftrud:ive to their own in-

tereft, did not dare to contradidt him. Serauje ad Dowlah was

a weak man, void of ufeful qualities, and intoxicated with youth,

and profperity. The probable confequences of any meafure en-

tered not into his mind ; and the hearts of the men of un-

derftanding about him were inflamed with difguft at his unrea-

fonable fury, or the difpute with the Englifh might have been

fettled eafily by negotiation. There was no caufe for kindling

the flames of warj but as providence had decreed the downfall

of the family of Mahabut Jung; and other great calamities, the

reins of government over Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, which form

an exteniive empire, fell into the hands of two weak and ty-

rannical youths, Serauje ad Dowlah and Shokut Jung, who in

the end fufFered for their crimes. , . .

To proceed j Serauje ad Dowlah in the beginning of Ram-
zaun marched towards Calcutta ; and the Englifh, who had no
force to oppofe him in the field, retired into their factory to

defend themfelves. Their outpofls were foon taken by the navob,

who had a great army; and Mr. Drake, the governor, being

flruck with a panfc at the flate of his affairs, faw fafety. only

in flight. Without informing the whole of his countrymen, of

his
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his intention, he fled *to a Ihip with a few pcrfbns. The re-

mainder, out of regard to their honour, fought while they had

any ammunition, preferring death to di%raceful life, and drank

the fherbet of diflblution with herpic valour. Some being over-

come, fell prifoners into the hand of providence. An invaluable

treafure in money and effeiSs .was plundered from the .ware-

houfes of the Company, the Englifh, Hindoo, and Armenian

merchants, by theibldiprs and followers of the.camp ; but Serauje

ad Dowlah acquired nothing from his conquefl, but the feeds

of his deftrudiion. Having remained a faw days _at Calcutta, he

returned to the capital, leaving the command of the place to

"Manneck ^hund, -dewan of the Raja of Burdwan, a ,we.ak and

cowardly perfon, who had -given proof .of |iis treachery by .de-

f^rting Mahabut Jung when he was furrounded by the.Mharattas.

Soon after the conqueft of Calcutta, Serauje ad Dowlahjnarch-
-ed againft his coufin Shokut Jung, the fojedaur.of *;Poomeah,

•whom he reduced with little oppofition, ^id acquired a great

acceffion of treafure and territory by his m&ory. He returned

triumphantly to his capital -, but his fortune was now at the

'higheft. It is the eftabUlhed euftom of this world, that when
any thing has reached the pcant of perfection, it begins to. de-

cay, and finally becomes annihilated; fo as to leave not a trace

'for enquiry behind -it. An inftance of: diis truth, and the caufe

of Serauje ad Dowlah's ruin, may be feen in fthe foUowkig

_pages.
:

Mr. Drake, the governor of Calcutta, having efcaped on

board a fhip with fome gentlemen, retired to Madrafs, and other

' Englifhnien, employed in merchandife in various parts of Ben-

gal, alfo found means to efcape from the country. At .this

time, colonel Clive commanded the company's forces in the

Vqi,. ,11. Y y province

* A confiderable divlfion of Bengal.
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province of Arcot, which he had refcued from the hands of the

French. It was agreed by the government of Madrafs, that

he fliould repair with a force to Bengal, and endeavour to re-

gain the fadtory of Calcutta, either by force, or payment of a

fum of money. Being arrived with his troops in the river, he

caft anchor; and as the chiefs of the Englifh are very cautious,

wife, and valiant, having fent propofals of accommodation to

Serauje ad Dowlah, he entreated his forgivenefs of Mr. Drake's

faults, and offered fome lacs of rupees, on condition of being

allowed to occupy the fadtory as formerly. Serauje ad Dowlah
was the moft inconfiderate of men, and his minifters were weak,

and ignorant of the valour and abilities of the Englifh. The
intelligent had no power of offering their advice, and the chief

men of the country wifhed his ruin, wearied out with his op-

preflions. If any one did offer an opinion contrary to the navob's,

he and his foohfh companions, intoxicated with conceit, treated

it fo difdainfuUy as to make him repent, and refolve on filence

in future. No anfwer was returned, and at length 'colonel

Clive, tired of delay, and having obtained information of the

characters of the rulers of Bengal, refolved on war. He anchor-

ed his fhips oppofite the refidence of Manneck Chund, and be-

gan to play his artillery, which caufing confufion among the

enemy, he landed his forces, and attacked them. Manneck

Chund, unable to refifl, fled with his army, and the colonel,

having taken pofTeflion of the factory and town, exalted the *

flandards of vidory. Serauje ad Dowlah, upon intelligence of

this, was awakened a little from his flumber of conceit, and

prepared to march and punifh the Englifh.

Serauje ad Dowlah had fpent two months and twenty two

days in the enjoyment of pleafure, when at once, the meafure

of

* The author makes no mention of Admiral Watfon, Colonel Clive being

confidered by the natives as chief of the Englifh.
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of his crimes being full, the figns of his downfal appeared. On November,

Monday the twelfth of Rubby al Sani, 1170, he marched A. D. 1756,

from his capital towards Calcutta, and having encamped in the

vicinity of that city, fome days paffed in fkirmijfliing with the ene-

my. The EngUfh opened a negotiation, with a view to find out

the flate of his army, having intentions of attempting a furprize by

night. Under pretence of a meflage to Serauje ad Dowlah, they ' _

fent »two perfons of their own nation, pofleffed of the quali-

ties of valour, quick perception, memory, and judgment, who
having obferved the fituatidn of the navob's tents, might com-
mit particulars to the treafury of their remembrance; and they

well performed their commiflion. I forget whether it was the

fame night, or one or two after, that the Englifh, being ready

for the attack, embarked a body of their troops in boats, and

proceeded cautioufly up the river to the /kirts of the camp,

where they waited till about half an hour before day. Then,

having entered in the rear of the line, they marched on firiiRg^ .

without intermiffion, while thofe who remained in the boats v.

did the fame as they fell down the river. Great flaughter was 'i?

made among the troops of the navob. Dofte Mahummud Khan,
a general of rank and merit, was wounded. It was reported, -.

that the Englifh intended if poffible to carry off Serauje ad
Dowlah prifonerj but at this time a thick fog covered the

camp, which rendered it hard to difHnguifli perfons clofe to

each other, fo that they miffed the quarter of his tents, and

marched another way, the navob by this accident efcaping cap-

tivity. The Englifh regained the town in fafety. Serauje ad

Dowlah and his cowardly army, from the alarm of this night,

to them a fymbol of the laft day, loft the powers of. .their

minds, which were overwhelmed with terror and affright. Judg-
ing it dangerous to remain longer fo near the city, the navob

fummoned his father in law, Mahummud Eeruch Khan, and
Y y 2 other

* Meffrs. Watts and Scrafton.

-•
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other chiefs, to confult on future proceedings; who, obfervlng

his terror, advifed the reiiioN^al of the camp to a greater diftanetf,

.

and to offer terms of acconnnodatiori, which counfcl was imme-.

diately exfecuted. The Engliih, feeing the alarms of the navob,

now demanded a compeniation for their effeds plundered by.

his army when he took Calcutta; which, after much negotk^

tion, was agreed to, and Serauje ad Dowlah gave up fix dif-

tri(£ts in the vicinity of the fadtory, as a fecurity till the futfi

fettl6d fhould be paid up. A treaty having been ratified and all

affairs fettled, through the medium of Mr. Watts, Serauje ad

Dowkh returned to Moorfhudabad, and now refkdted upon what

in the days of his pride he had never confidered. He trern-

bled for his fituation, and was irrefdiute how to regulate his

condud. Having bdcome afhamed and repentant of feme of his

vices-, he. at length found out that there was a God* Doftd

Mahummud Khaft had retired for tire cHre of his wbonds to

Saffaram; Meer Jaffier Khan, Raja Doolubram, and other dd
officers, lie found difaffeded to his pierfon, and wifhed to ex*

tinguiih the flaihes of their difloyalty, but knew not how to ef*

ft& it. He had n6 refolution of his own, or might eidjer have

bound them to his intetefl by a renewal Cf favour afid kind-

nefs, or hkve put theih tb death, and raifed lip miniflers capa*-

ble of condu<^g the affairs of his govferfimerit. Ht had no

advifers free from felf-int^reft to perfuade him t6 employ the

experienced fervaiits of Rfehabvit Jung in preference to themfelves,

or of fenfe to know that ftohi his prof|>erity theirs would alfo

be derived. From thefe reafons, he would at one time, when en*-

raged with paffion, ordtr cannon to be plahted againft the houfe

of Meer Jaffier Khan, or command Doolubrath to Obey his

favourite, Moin Laal, or treat Juggutt Seet with contemptuous
threats.

At
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At this time* the EngUfli having taken the fa<ftory of Chan-
dernagore from, the French, Me. ^/aw, with a band of foldiers

and fome artillery* having efcaped &pm the enemy, fought pro-

tediion at IVfoorfliudabad, and ofered his fcrvices to Serauje ad

Dowlah, who readily received him. Upon this the Englifh,

either at the inftigatwn of tl:^ diiaffed:ed chiefe, or of their own
accord, reprefented thfough th^ir agent, that as there was a treaty

fubfifting between them and the navob, by the articles of which

the friends or enemies of either party were to be confidered as

fuch by both, he adted contrary to it by receiving the French,

with whom they were at war. The navob advifed with Mr.
Law how to afit; who obfprved, that if indeed he alfifted his

BatioQ agaififl the Englifh CP^ipany in the field* it would be

a breach of treaty; but that it could be none for him, who
eMertaJned thou&nds of every c?fl:, jf he kept a few French-

men alfo in hfe fcrvice. An anfwer fimilaj: to this w^ convey-

ed to the Englifli, who, however, renewed their remonftranccs

at tl» inflation <£ the difeff«a:^4 * atui thefe perfons under

pretOKe of regard to his welfare, obfei^ed, that to quarrej^.

with tiic ]^gMi for the feke of a few diftreffed Frenchmen*

was unwife, and would occafion mvich confufion. At length,

Serauje ad Dowlah commanded Mr. X-aw to retire tp Patna.

Mr. Law at taking leave told him, that rnpft of his chiefe

were difaffe<aed to his pw-fon, and leagued with the EngUfh

in intentions to depofe him, which was the caufe of advifing

his difmiflion; that on his departure they would fet him at

variance with the Englifli and deftroy him, which they could

not effedt while he remained to aflift him. Serauje ad Dowlah
felt the truth of his ob^rvation, but was too timid to keep him
at his capital. He promifed to recall him when neceflaryj but

Mr. Law faid, ** I know we fball never i|iect again." After

his departure, the navob's diiputes with Meer Jaffier, Doolub-

ram, and other chiefs, arofe to greater heights, inibmuch that

they

365
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they, with Juggutt Seet, being in fear of their lives, refolved,

in order to fave themfelves, to eiFed: his deftrudtion. Goofeety

Begum alfo, who hated Serauje ad Dowlah, and was irritated

at his feizure of her treafures and eftates, ufed every means to

excite the refentment of her friends againft him, and to procure

their affiflance for Meer Jaffier, whom fhe alfb fupplied with

large fums of money, which fhe iiad fecreted by means of her

eunuchs and female attendants.

Meer Mahummud Jaffier Khan and the other chiefs agreed,

that the fureft method of depofing Serauje ad^Dowlah, would

be to excite the Engliih againft him. With this view, Juggutt

Seet employed his agent, Ameen Chund, a principal merchant of

Calcutta, Doolubram fome other perfon, and Jaffier Khan, Ameer
Beg, who had fome connedlion with the Englifh, to whom he

had been of fervice when their factory was taken. Thefe per-

fons reprefented the outrageous condudt of the navob ito their

principals, and the general defire of the provinces for his re-

moval. They even produced a written requeft to the Englifh,

that they would march for this purpofe, and, by a little trou-

ble, deliver a world from tyranny and opprefEon, for which they

fhould receive * three corores of rupees, and other favours. The
particulars of the navob's cruelties to Goofeety Begum and others*

were alfo difplayed, and the paper was attefted under the feals

of thofe perfons who fufFered injuries.

The Englifh, who are unequalled in valour and fentiment,

(and who is it that does not wifh for conqueft ?) upon intelligence

of thefe circumftances, determined on war with Serauje ad Dow-
lah J but as it is their cuftom, and indeed of every wife peo-.

pie, not to break with any one without a reafon affigned, doubt-

lefs they gave one to him, of which I am not informed. It

was.

" Three millions fterllng.
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was, moft probably, that of his delay in payment of money fet-

tled by treaty for the lofTes at the capture of Calcutta^

367

War being refblved on, colonel Clive, known here by the

title of Sabiit Jung, prepared to march ; upon intelligence of

which, Serauje ad Dovvlah, overwhelmed with dread, tried, when
too late, to reconcile his dependants, who pretended to be at-

tached to his perfon, the better to cover their own defigns. He
difpatched Doolubram, with the greateft part of his army, to

throw up intrenchments at PlafTeyj but he fpent his time in

fecret negotiations with the Englifh, and fecuring the troops in

his own intereft and that of Jaffier Ali Khan; who, renewing

his attendance at the durbar, and apparently reconciled to

Serauje ad Dowlah, found means, by promifes and other me-
thods, to draw over moft of the officers about the navob's per-

fon to his defi|hs, fo that very few remained loyal. Upon in-

telligence- of colonel Clive's having begun his march from ^

Calcutta, Serauje ad Dowlah reludlantly, his heart divided with

hope and terror, moved from Munfoor Gunge to Plafiey, where

the Englifh, at the utmoft not exceeding three thoufand men,

natives and Europeans, fhortly arrived. On Thurfday, the fifth

of Showaul, 1 170, the flames of battle were lighted up. As A. 0.1756.

Europeans, and the Englifh in particular, are celebrated for the

ikilful management of artillery, colonel Clive began his attack

with a cannonade, fb unremitted and inftantaneous, as confound-

ed the fight of his oppofers, and overcame their faculties of

hearing. Meer Jaffier Khan and his afTociates in treachery be-^'

held the enemy at a diflance, fafe from injury j but Meer
Muddun and others, ready to facrifice their lives or acquire vic-

tory, bravely oppofed the enemy. They were, however, unable

to charge from the violence of the cannonade, but kept refo-

lutely, though flowly, advancing, till a^ length they gained the

Grove of Plafley ; and, ' it is faid, that colonel Cliv e, not ex~

»*

m pedling-



36^8
HISTCmY OF BENGAL.

pefeg fuch refiftance, abufed Atnedn Chund and aco^d liim

of treachery, faying, " that he had rcprefented the army df

« Serauje ad Dowlah as difaifedted to his perfon, bat now the

"contrary appeared from their vaHaiit oppofition." Ameen

Chund replied, " that the prefent 'enemy was only Meer Mud-
** dun and a few chiefs, who were faithfnl to the navob ; bat

*' when he was routed, the truth of his reprefentations would

"appear." Daring this converfation, as revenge was decreed

for the crimes of Serauje ad Dowlah, Meer Muddun, -who was

truly brave, and cheriflied the feeds of 'fidelity in'his -heart,re-

teived a mortal wound from -a "cannon "ball. He Vras carried

immtdiatdy to 'the navbb, and 'ha\ririg uttered a-^few words ex-

preffive of his loyialty, refjgned his foul to the Creator of life,

Serauje ad Dowlah by his tofs was involved in diefpair. Hav-

*ing fent for Meer Jafijer, who refiifed for fo|%5 time to obey

the fummons, the navob in abjeft terms befought his protec-

"tion; and, I have heard, that taking the turban from his own
head, lie placed it at the feet of JafEer, faying, '"I now
** "truly repent ofmy behaviour towards you, and oiFer your
"** obligations to Mahabut

. Jung, my grandfether, and our rc-

** lationfhip, as interceffions for 3rour forgivenefs. I now regard
<* you as holding his place, and befeech for pardon to your ij^

" flave, conjuring you to aft as -becomes your character ^s a
" defcendant from the prophet, and your ancient obligations, in

<* defending my life and reputation." Meer Jaffier:Khan, judg-

ing this a fit opportunity to complete his treachery, advifed,.

that as but little of the day was remaining, • the troops ihould

be recalled to their tents, and promifed in the morning lore-

pulfe the enemy. Serauje ad Dowlah urged his fears of another

night attack ; but Jaffier afluring him he would guard againit

it, he fcnt orders to his dewan Moin Laal, who had accom-

panied Meer Muddun and was ftill engaging the enemy, ta

jretum to the camp. The dewan fexjiL for anlwer, that the pre-

fent
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fent wa& not a time for retreat, for, if be fliould retire, alarm

would fpread among the troops, who would probably fly in

confufion. The navob a feeond time advifed with Jaffier Khan,

who infifted on the retreat of the dewan, or he would not

ad:; upon which he repeated his orders, and Moin Laal re-

Itidlantly obeyed.

When a man's ill fortune prevails, he does that which he

fiiould not. The troops, as bad been forefeen, conflruing the

ref«rn to camp into defeat, began to fly in great numbers.

Serauje ad Dowlah feebg this defertion, much alarmed by the

enemy in front, but much rfiore apprehenfivc of thofe about

his perfory, at length left the eamp, about half aa hour be-

fore funfet, and arrived early the next nMwrning at Munfoor

Gtmge. Here, though he befbught his attendants to remain

with him till he could prepare for efcape, and fix on fome

proper place of refuge, he could not prevail, but was deierted

by numbers. Even his wife's father, Mahummud Eerueh Khan,

though the navob begged him to ftay and collecft troops, either

to defend him where he was, or accompany .him in his retreat,

"refuied, and haftened to his own houfe at the city of Moorihud-

abad. As a laft refource, the navob opened the doors of his

treafury, and diftributed large fums to the foldiers, who received

his bounty and deferted with it to their homes. Ar> immenfe

fom was thus, to him unprofitably, expended. He was un-,

generous when he fhould have been liberal, and opprefiive to

mankind, and now faw the confequeflces of his crimes, fufFer-

ing in his own perfon for the calamities he had infli<5ted upon

others. Having remained till night at Munfoor Gunge, and

finding himfclf almoft deferted by all, he took with him his

jewels and fome otlicr valuables upon elephants, and with Lootf

al Nifla Begum, and two or three favourite women in cover-

ed carriages, quitted his palace about three in the morning.

Vol. II. Z z and
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and haftcncd to Bogwaungolah, where he embarked upon the

Ganges, with the defign of feeking refuge in the fort of Patna.

In this proceeding he was alfo imprudent ^ for, had he kept the

land, and called the jemmautdars of the villages to his affift-

ance, they would have efcorted him in fafety, in hopes of being

rewarded, and he would have been joined by numbers of his

troops, when recovered of their panic and hearing of his efcape

;

but, alas ! who can remedy the ills of fate ? His reafon for

flying by water, was the hope of meeting Mr. Law, to whom
he had written preffingly to haften to his affiflance, on the firft

intelligence of the march of the Englifh, and to come down
the river for the greater fpeed. Mr. Law received the letter,

but, according to the ufual delay in Hindooftan, before he could

procure from Ramnarain the money ordered for his expenfes,

fome time elapfed. He left Patna, but hearing of the defeat

and death of Serauje ad Dowlah, on reaching Raujemahal, he

retreated, and major Coote was afterwards fent in purfuit of

him to the frontiers of the provinces.

When Meer Jaffier found that fortune had favoured his de-

figns, by the retreat of Serauje ad Dowlah, he remained at

PlafTey, and had an interview with colonel Clive, with whom
and the Englifh troops he the next day entered Moorfhudabad,

and iflued proclamations of fafety to the inhabitants in his own
name. His partners in confpiracy, and thofe who, loving quiet,

were attached to no party, haftened to prefent congratulations

and offerings i and fuch as did not approve his conduct and

were fecretly attached to Serauje ad Dowlah, (they were but

few) not chufing to be lingular, through fear did the fame.

Having feated himfelf on the mufnud of the provinces, he

founded high the trumpet of power and exultation, and em-
ployed himfelf in fettling affairs and dividing the treafures of

the palace, as had been agreed, between himfelf. Raja Doolub-

ram.
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ram, and the Englifh. As he was ambitious of copying Ma-
habut Jung, he aflumed the fame titles on his feals, and con-

ferred thofe of that navob's relations on his own. He difpatched

his fon in law Meer Caufim Khan in purfuit of -Serauje ad

Dowlah, and iflued orders to Meer Daood, the commandant of

Raujemahal, to be vigilant in preventing his efcape from the

province. The unfortunate fugitive, being arrived on the bank

oppofite to Raujemahal, and with his women prefled by hunger,

after a fall of two days, difembarked at the cell of a devotee,

named Dana Shaw, of whom he afked help in procuring vic-

tuals. To this man, in the days of power, he had offered feme

affront, the memory of which ftill dwelt upon his mind. The
fakeer received him courteoufly, and provided food, but privately

difpatched information of his important gueil to Meer Daood,

who, with Meer Caulim, haftened to the cell, and took him
prifoner, with his women and effed:s. Serauje ad Dowlah now
entreated for life of thofe men, who had lately trembled at his

name, and fuffered their reproaches. He begged to be allowed

a moderate income and a retired dwelling. Meer Caufim Khan
obtained by threats and promifes a calket of jewels from the

Begum to an immenfe amount, and each of the captors a va-

luable booty. The dewan Moin Laal had before this been feiz-

ed at Moorihudabad, and his effe<5ls and life were taken by

Doolubram. On Sunday, the fifteenth of Showaul,- Serauje ad

Dowlah arrived, a difgraced captive in the hands of his fervants,

at Moorfhudabad. When the people beheld him in this fitu-

ation, they forgot his vices, and recollected only the hardship

of his prefent fortune, comparing it with the iplendour they

had feen him furrounded with from his infancy till now. It, is

faid, that feveral jemmautdars, as he pafi'ed their quarters, were

fo penetrated with grief and anger as to prepare to refcue

him, but were prevented by their fuperiors, who had expedta*

tions of reward firom his rival; fo that the virtue of the weak
Z z 2 wa?.
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of no effed. Meer Jaffier was at this time at Munfoor Cungc^
but his fon Meeraun at Mooribudabad. This young tnaa fur-

pafled his father in every evil quality, never hefitating to (hed

blood. He regarded readinefs to punifh as good policy, and

morcy as folly. With fuch ideas he was fond of coinpaiing

himfelf to Mahabut Jung. He ordered Serauje ad Dowlah to

be confined and put to death; bat no perfon of rank would

undertake the murder. At length, a wretch naoied Mahuov-

niuddy Beg, who from his infancy had been cheriihed by Ma-
habut Jung and Serauje ad Dowlah, from whofe grandmother

he had received a portion with his wife from charity, offered

to execute the horrid deed. When the unfortunate liavob few

him approach his perfon, he faid, ** Art thou come to kill me ?**

and, upon receiving a reply ia the affirmative, began -to pray

;

then fuddenly exclaimed, •** Will not they let me ^ve £>me-
** where in obfcurity? No, no, it cannot bej I muft be fecri-

** ficed for the murder of Houflein KooUee Khan." The affaf.

fin now inflidted Jfeveral wounds, and the navob falling down,
cried, ** It is enough, my tafk is over, and revenge is fin^h-
^* ed." Having faid thus, he rcfigned his foul to the Creator,

and left this world of crimes by the fword of cruelty. His

i)ody was placed upon an elephant, and carried through the city,

expofed to thte populace. It is faid, that -the drij^er of the ele-

phant, by accident flopping at the fpot where Serauje ad Dow-
lah had aflaflTmated 'Houflein KooUee Khan, fome drops of

blood fell from the baiy -upon the fame ground.

** Be warned by example, O ye men of underftanding, and
** view well the revolutions of fortune. Place not your relianc«

** upon the world's fuccefs, for it is uncertain and inconftant,

" like a publick finger, who goes daily from houfe to houfe.
** Give not thy affe(5tion to a damfel, who every day changes her

** gallant.

? A near relation of his own.
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** gallant. In the eye of the wife, fortune is as chaff, blown
** about by every wind. Didft thou poneis the treafures of the

** world, what thou hail expended in benevolence will alone

** profit thee."

When the corpfe of the navob approached the refidence of

his afflicted mother, guelling the diia.Lcr from tne clamour of

the populace, ilie burit from her apartments, and ran into the

ftreet, beating her breaft, but was forced back with blows, by

order of K-hadim Houflein Khan^ who iax upon the terrace of

jiis houfe to view the expofure of the body of his Jofd's foa.

Jaffier Khan was ^eep wiien the unfortunate prifoner had ar-

rived, and did not wake till after the murder, when being ia-

^rcaed of his coming, he fent to his ion, commanding him to

be careful of his .peribn. Meeraun, on ree-eiving the order,

laughed, and /aid, •* I a«i not fo weak as to be neglectful in
** iiich affairsj" and to his csnapanions he vauntingly exclaim-

§^ ** My :fethef juft now fent^ but I had before completed

** the ^,:fek, &r am I flot, jny friends, fon to the fifter of
" Mahabut Jjtmg^ How then could i be catelejfe i^pon fuch a»

" Dceas&Mi?"
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MEER JAFFIER KHAN.

JVlEER Jaffier having thus become navob of Bengal, Bahar,

and Orifla, Ihortly after his acceflion prepared to march towards

Patna, having fome doubts of the fubmiffion of Ramnarain,

the deputy governor of that city ; and alfo to quell fome dif-

orders which had broken out in the diftridt of Poorneah from

the rebellion of fome principal dependants of the late fojedaur,

A. D. 1757. Shokut Jung. In the month of Suffir, of the year 1171, he

moved to his camp, leaving his fon Meeraun in the direction of

affairs at Moorfhudabad. Here, having fome fufpicions of Meerza

Mhadee, brother of Serauje ad Dowlah, he commanded him to

be put to death. Some report, that he was difpatched by poi-

fon, and others, that he was prefled to death between two

boards ufed to tighten bales of fliawls. The caufe of this ac-

tion was the difafFe<5tion of Raja Doolubram, who now repent-

ed of having efpoufed the caufe of Meer Jaffier, and was pri-

vately confpiring to refcue Meerza Mhadee from confinement

and declare him foubahdar> not having been rewarded for his

late treachery, as he expedied^

Upon Meer Jaffier's arrival at Raujemahal, having appointed

Khadim Houffein Khan fojedaur of Poorneah, he difmifled him
to rellore order in that diilri<5k, which was ciFed:ed with little

oppofition, the rebels being deierted by their adherents at the

fight of his army. Ramnarain, upon the approach of the navob

towards
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towards Patna, unwilling to truft his promifes of fafety for his

perfon and continuance in employment, endeavoured to obtain the

fupport of the Englifh ; for which purpofe he difpatched his

agent Geeda Mul to procure affurances of protection from colonel

Clive, before he would agree to vifit the navob. Geeda Mul
reprefented to the navob, that his mafter was fearful of vifiting

him without the fecurity of the Englifli; to which Meer Jaf-

fier readily agreed. The vaqueel having gained over the fecre-

1

tary, prepared a paper, and brought it for the approbation of

the navob, who being at that time fomewhat intoxicated, would

not read himfelf, but ordered his fecretary to tell him the con-

tents, which he did in a flight manner, and varying from the

fpirit. The navob being fatisfied, fent the paper to colonel Clive,

requeuing that he would copy and ratify it with his feal, which he

did, and kept the draft. The contents of the paper were in thefe

words : " You may come with fafety and fatisfa€tion of mind.
** The fecurity of your perfon, honour, fortune, and continu-
** ance in employ, without fettling your accounts, refls upon
" me." Geeda Mul hafted upon the wings of fpeed to Ram-
narain, who repaired without hefitation to the navob's camp;
where, however, he vifited firft colonel Clive, who fent an offi-

cer of rank to introduce him to Meer Jaffier. The navob was
offended at his difreipedt in not coming firft to him, and com-
manded him to remain in the camp, which he did, till the

arrival of the army at the city of Patna.

Meer Jaffier upon his arrival at Patna was vifited by all the

refpedable inhabitants, to pay their allegiance upon his accef-

lion to the foubahdary, and among them were many, who hav-
ing formerly lived with him on terms of intimate equality, hoped
to fhare the advantages of his exaltation, but were moflly dif-

appointed, by a cool reception. Among thefe was Meerza Shumfe
ad Dien, who, in the days of his diftrefs, had affifted him with

a fum
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a fam of money, and now hoped to have it repaid, and ta

enjoy tlie favour of the navob ; who, however, aflamed towards
him a diftant behaviour, fearful, as the Meerza was a man of wit,

and free of fpeech", that he might aflume too much upon their

former intimaey. One day it happened, notv/ithftanding, that

Shumfe ad Dien being admitted to his prefence, v/as going to fpeak,

when the navob, expefting a reproach, faid, ** I have not for-

" gotten your former kindnefs, which I mean- to repay 5 but at

" prefent the expenfes of the Enghili army and other contingen-

" cies are fo great, it is not in my power. When God fhall give

** me abiHty and opportunity, I will not be unmindful of your
** obligations." The Meerza, pretending feelings of compaffion,

faid With a fobbing accent, ' No more, my Lord, I am ftruefc

** with yoEtr Offerings ; but, alas ! Serauje ad Dowlah plundered

" my houfe, or I fhould now have efteemed Contributiag to

** your relief as an honour." Meer Jaffier was w€>maniihfy fond

of jewels, of which he alway?w6re great numtbera in Ms higher

fortunes. On this day, his heck, arms, wrifts, and turlran were

more richly ornamented than ufual, and the Meerza wittily faid,

'* To be fare, thcfe few flones about your perfbn are not of
** any great value to any one ; but I fhould think a blow from
** one of your highnefs's hands as an honour and fatisfedtiori."

Again, fome enemy of the Meerza's informed the navob, that

hisr attendants had picked a quarrel with thofe of colonel Clive,

who was much offended ; and the Meerza coming in foon after,

Meer JafHer reproved him, faying, " Know you not the rank

" of the colonel, that your people fhould dare to infult any of

** his friends ?" The Meerza, putting on a look of fubmifiion,

exclaimed, ** My patron, how dare I even look the colonel in

** the face with fteadinefs, who every morning of my life make
" three obeifances to his *afs." Meer Jafficr was filent, and

pretended not to underfland the meaning.

After

* Alluding to Meer Jaffier's being fupported by the colonel.
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After fome days ^ent in ceremony and entertainments, Meer
Jaffier, who intended conferring the government of Patna upon

his brother Cauzim Khan, demanded from Ramnarain an ac-

count of his diiburfenaents, and the balance of revenue due to

government; but the wily Hindoo, who had, expedting this de-

mand, fecured the prote<aion of the Englifh, complained to

colonel Clivc, who reprefented it to the navob as a breach of

£dth. The navob replied, that he faw no reafon why he flioUld

refign the province to Ramnarain, and injure his own brother,,

for the promife of the colonel. Glive obferved, that he had

before told hip highnefs of the difagreement which the inter-

ference of the Engliflj would occafionj but as, notwithftanding,

he had importunately entreated him to write a letter of pro-

tedion under his own feal, he muft therefore now abide by
the contents^ for he could not faffer a breach of his promife.

Meer Jaffiei denied having fent him inftruftions to write what
he had done; but the colonel, producing his own draft, he

was filent on the fubjed: to him, but abu^ his focretary and

Ramnarain's vaqueel for impofing upon him, who, however,

infifted that they had written literally according to his inftnic-

tions, which he had forgotten in the multiplicity of buj&nefs..

He was obliged to c^ifirm R^nnarain in his employment, as

the colonel infifted on his obferving the engagement. This af-

fair being fettled, the navob made a pilgrimage to the tomb

of a celebrated fakeer, and afterwards convened a numerous

aflembly of devotees, for whan he made an -entertainment on

the bank of die Ganges, at Patna j where he alfo celebrated

the Hindoo feaft of Hooly with much feftivity and fplendour.

He then began his return to Moorfhudabad, hunting on his

march with a feleS: party of his attendants at a diftance from

the main body of his army. He was accompanied as he mov-

ed by troops of muficians and fingers upon elephants,, who en-

tertained him with their harmony. . Amid fuch luxuries he re-

Vol. II. A a a gulated
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gulated the country as he pafled, and at length reached the

palace of Mahabut Jung at Moorfliudabad, where, plunging

more and more into profufion and voluptuoufnefs, he became

regardlefs of all public affairs. Meeraun, his fon, puffed up with

vanity, copied the manners of the diffipated of Dhely, about

four thoufand of whom he had taken into his pay as fol-

diers. Giving himfelf up to women and debauchery, with equal

avidity as his father, though more excufeable, being in the

height of youth, there was no one to attend to the bulinefs of

government. The troops at length became fo diftreffed through

want of pay, that they pined with hunger, and turned their

horfes loofe upon the plains, for want of grain to feed them.

Except the few thoufand guards of Meeraun, his women, and

favourite attendants, with thofe of the navob his father, no one

was regularly paid; and the controul of thefe extenfive pro-

vinces was left to the direftion of three fpies, Cheeny Laali

Munny Laal, and Aknoon Sing. By their influence the renters

were protected in embezzling the revenues, fo that fhortly there

was not money fufficient carried to the treafary to bear the

expenfes of the navob and his fon.

When only one year and three months, of this wretched

government had elapfed, the trdbps were driven to defpair, and

the knife had now reached the bone; till, at length, Abd al

Hadee Khan and other chiefs confpired to remove Jaffier Khan

from the mufhud by affaffination, when he fliould attend the

'affembly of mourning in the month of Mohirrim; but many

perfons being in the plot, fome one betrayed it to the navob

on the fecond evening of the meeting, and he came no more

into public. Enquiry was made into the particulars of the trea-

fon, and many turned informers to fave their lives. Abd aJ

Hadee

In commemoration of the deaths of the Imaums, grandfons of Mahum-

mud.
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Hadee Khan, finding himfelf difcovered, fortified himfelf in his;

own houfe, till, at length, obtaining leave to quit the provinces,,

he embarked with his family from Moorfhudabad ; but was

.afterwards feized and put to death, on his way up the Ganges,

by a band of Afghauns, commiffioned by the navob for that

purpofe. Meer Galium Khan, another of the confpirators, was

alfo aiTaffinated. The widow of Mahabut Jung, his daughter

Goofeety Begum and Ameeny Begum, alfo Lootf al NiiTa, the

widow of Serauje ad Dowlah, and her infant daughter, being

fufpedted of encouraging the plot, were fent into eoniinement at

Dacca. About three months after this, rumours were fpread of

the prince Ali Goher's intention to enter Bengal. This intel-

ligence alarming the navob and his fon, they, for their own
fafety, paid up part of the arrears due to the troops, and pro-

mifed more attention and regularity in future.
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Ramnarain, the deputy governor of Patna, was a man of

much cunning and intrigue, void of any real regard to Meer
JafRer Khan and his family, but, from the connection he had.

formed with the Englifli, he dared not openly zQ. contrary to

treaty, though fecretly he wiflied his deftrudlion,. and was on the

watch for opportunity to effafl it. Rajas Sunder Sing and Pulvvaun

Sing, two principal zemindars, out of gratitude to the protedion of

Mahabut Jung, hated Meer Jaffier, as the deftroyer of his fa-

mily, and meditated rebellion. The greateft number of the prin-

cipal people of the provinces, difgufted with the bad qualities

and tyranny of the late navob, had been pleafed at his depofal,

judging, that as Meer Jaffier was advanced in years, and had

long ferved Mahabut Jung, he would follow his example j but

upon his acceflion to power, experiencing his behaviour, and

more particularly the cruel adtions of his fon Meeraun, a mon*
fter of his time, they now regretted the fall of Serauje ad

Dowlah, and the old faying of " Blels our former ruler," wa.T

A a a 2 revived
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revived on the tongues of the wife and the finople. Meer Jj^
fier, vsrho, when paymafter to Mahabut Jung, was celebrated

among the troops for his profufe liberality, upon afceradiug the

mufnud, became as much decried for his avarice. It is iakiy

that a perfon alking him the caufe of this change in his be-

haviour, he replied, that in Mahabut Jung's time the public

treafure was another's j but now it was his own, his heart lelt

uneafy to part with it.*

In this fituation of affairs, the prince AH Goher, eldeft fcil

of the reigning emperor, having made bis efcape from the hands

of his father's minifter, who wilhcd to keep him in con-

finement, fought protedtion with Mahummud Koollee Khan,

the foubahdar of Aleabad. This nobleman was a young maa
of courage, but of little condudb. Ambitious of erdarging ths

limits of his government, he was ealily tempted, by reports

of diforders in Bahar and jfengal, to attempt their conqueft

under the royal fandtionj for which purpofe he offered his

fervices to the fugitive prince, who readily accepted them. Ma-
hummud Koollee was alfo fupported in his hopes by affur-

ances of aid from Shujah ad Dowlah, his coufin, and foubah-

dar of Oude i who, however, was not fincere in his promifcs,

and only promoted the expedition in order to remove his rela-

tion fi"om the fort of Aleabad, . which he wiflied to feize for

himfelf. Mahummud Koollee Khan had alfo received invitations^

to invade Bahar from Sunder Sing, Pulwaun Sing, and other

difaffeded zemindars. The former was truly attached to the fa-

mily of Mahabut Jung, and burned with ardour to revenge the

ruin of his family. He poffeffed true honour, courage, and
many other good qualities; fo, that, had fate permitted him, he
might have attained his objedti but his life was too Ihort.

Under

» In his pleafures, however, he was rldiculoufly profufe, and laviflied fums
Bpon them, which, paid to his troops, would have fecured his power.
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Under pretence of regulating his diftridh, and vifiting Raja

Ramnafain, he left his fbrtrefe of *Teekaurry, formed an en- •

can^pment, and began to levy troops. While making prepara-

tions, a fevourite officer defifed the advance of a thoufand

rupees j which demand, as the like had often been repeat-

ed, caufed the raja to fay in a jefting manner to his attend-

ants, " Gholaum Ghofe inherits much bravery from his fa-

" ther, but this meannefs of borrowing is from his mother,

" and darkens his better qualities." Gholaum Ghofe, hearkig

of this obferration, was much enraged, and refblved to murder

his patron. He canie and afked for a thoufand rupees; upon

which the raja told him, ** Such importunity was not decent,"

.

and begged he would defift ; but the other impudently de-

clared he fliould not rife till he had given him the fum. The
raja, upon this, attempting to rife, he feized his garment, cry-

ing, " Sit down till you give me the money." Sunder Sing

exdaimed, " Are you mad V when the traitor ftabbed him mor-

tally with a dagger; then rufliing on the attendants, he wound-

ed feveral, and forced his way through them. Mounting his

horfe, he fled from the camp, but was overtaken by Soorut

Sing, a relation of the. deceafed, who called out, ** It is cowardly

** to fly, return and fight me." He flopped, and dismounting

from his horfe, a bloody confli<ft took place. At length, the

traitor's fword being broken, he ruQied upon his antagonift and

threw him to the ground. At this time fome villagers appear-

ing, Soorut Sing cried out, ** Why ftand you? behold here the

" murderer of your prince !" Upon this, they ran upon him
and put him to death with clubs and fwords. Thus was ^n-
der Sing prevented in his career of joining the prince.
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In the year 1172, Mahummud KooUee Khan, under the A. 0.1759;

royal ftandard of Ali Gohir, who had procured from his father

the emperor grants of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, began his

march
» A diftri<a in Bahar.
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march towards Patna. When Raja Ramnarain heard of his

• having approached beyond Banaras, he was much alarmed, nei-

ther the navob nor the EngUfti army having yet moved from

Moorfhudabad. The dignity of the royal name, and the terror

of the Mogul arms, filled his mind vi'ith dread, and made him
a<ft with caution. He pitched his camp at a little diflance

from the city, refolving to join either the prince or the navob,

whoever fhould firfl arrive in his vicinity. Hearing that the

royal army had crofTed the Carumnafla, and that Meer Jaffier

had not yet left the capital, he thought it wifeft to treat with

the former j but firft aiked the advice of Mr. Amyatt, the

chief of the Englifh factory at Patna, obferving, that " with-
** out the arrival of the navob's army, he was unable to cope
*' with the enemy." Mr. Amyatt replied, that ** as to him-
" felfj if affiftance arrived, he would remain at Patna ; but if

'* not, on the near approach of the enemy, he would retire

" fome days' journey to the eaflward towards Bengal, and wait
" the orders of council or contingency of events; that as for

** Ramnarain, he fhould try to amufe the enemy as long as he
" could, till orders or help arrived from the navob; but in

" cafe he was hard pufhed, to proceed as he fhould find moft
*' for his own advantage."

The Raja, having received the advice he wifhed for, began

to amufe both parties. He wrote to Meeraun and colonel Glive,

that he was prepared to refifl the enemy, but could not brave

them alone, therefore hoped they would haflen to his relief;

and at the fame time he fent emifTaries to fecure the. fevour

of the prince and Mahummud KooUee Khan.. 'I was at this

time at Patna, with my mother and family, but in much dread,

as Meer JafSer and Meeraun having heard that my father,

Huddaiut Ali Khan,, was with the prince, had written to Ram-
narain to obferve my motions, as they believed that I and my

relations
' Gholaum Houfleirij the native write? of thefe events.
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illations were the exciters of his expedition. But the truth is,

I had not the leaft acquaintance with the enemy, nor corref-

pondence with my father, who had long refided at Dhely,

where, like the reft of the nobles, he fpent his time in difll-

pation, and had married a Cafhmirian woman; having no con-

cern at all with us or my mother for near fixteen years,

during which he enjoyed offices of great emolument. We alfo,

from the kindnefs of our relations Mahabut Jung' and his

nephews, pafled our time in eafe and affluence, nor wanted his

notice -, fo that, except a letter of ceremony now and then, ther^

was no other communication between us.

Ramnarain was well informed of thefe particulars, and on

the receipt of the navob's letter aiTured me of his protedtion

from his jealoufy. Upon the approach of the prince nearer

Patna, Mr. Amyatt with the reft of the Englifli embarked in

their boats, and retired twenty or thirty cofs towards Bengal,

leaving their factory under the protection of Ramnarain; who
by this ftep was confirmed in his refolution to vifit the prince

and Mahummud Koollee Khan. He was, however, adviied

againft it by Raja Moorlydher, chief of the ipies, who judged

Meer Jaffier would in the end prevail from the affiilance of

the Englifh ; and he thought juftly : but Ramnarain was deeply

impreffed by the awe of royalty, and the flownefs of the na-

vob and the Englifh. When refolved upon his condudl, he fent

for me privately, and afked me to go and fecure him the

prince's favour through the mediation of my father. I complied,

and fet out for the camp. On the road I met feveral ipies,

who. confirmed the news of the prince's approach. Arriving at

* Aroul, I favv Muddar ad Dowlah, who was going on the part

of the prince, and Meerza Mahummud Ali on that of Ma-
hummud Koollee Khan, as agents, to Ramnarain, mounted on

elephants,
• A town a few days' inarch from Patna.
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elephant?, with one hundred horfe. I was aftoniflaed, that any

other fhould be fent on this bufinefs than my father, who way

intimately acquainted with the province and its principal inha-

bitants. When I had travelled a little farther, I heard that

my brother Nukkee Ali Khan had joined my father, who had

furajnoned him by letter. This gave me much concern, as

there was no caufe for his thus iubjedging himfelf to the re-

fentment'of the navob of BengaL About funfet I reached the

prince's camp, had an interview with my father, and Jfoon dijC

covered, that, from his haughtinefs of difpofition, he had not

courted the attention of Mahummud Koollee Khan, like Mud-
dar ad Dowlah and others, under whofe influence the prince

a<aed, as upon him indeed he depended for fubfiftance. I aiked

him, **^ Why he had joined the prince, iinca it could anfw^r
" no purpofe but vexation of h^rt, and the lofs of our jag-»

** hires in Bahar,' which we had obtained at the expcnfe of {q

** much time and trouble." He gave me an angjy reply; but

I perceived that he felt the truth of my obfervatjons. How*
ever, it came iiideed rather too late, and his fituation was
pitiabkj for whenever the prince, who was hafly and iric^wi*

fidgrate, afted contrary to the wiihes of Mahummud Koollee

Khan, he confidered his condud: as originating from the ad-

vice of ray father. In (hort, Muddar ad Dowlah, being arrived

at Patna, perfuaded Ramnarain by threats and promifes to vifit

the jMrince and Mahummud Koollee Khan ; who, on their parts,

agreed that he fhould be continued in the foubahdary. Hear-

ing of this, one day before that appointed fttf the interview, I

reprefented to my father, ** that Ramnarain was very artfiil

** and cireum(ped:; that under awe of the prince's name and
** the Mogul arms, he had been led to fubmifflonj but, upon
** feeing the true ftate of the camp, would repent of his timidity,

" and if allowed to return to the city, would never come back.'*

My father angrily replied, ** that the famUy of Timur never

** dealt
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" dealt with treacjxety to any one." I anfwered, *' that I did

*' not hint that treachery fliould be ufed, but only that the

** prince aad his army fhould enter Patna with the raja, when
** he niufl: of tieceflity become their friend, and upon intelli-

** ^ence of the fall of the city, the navob's army wouJd ad-

" vance lefs rapidly." He anfwered, ** that Mahummud Kooilee
** Khan had the power." I advifed him to inform him ; but

he faid, " that, as he never confulted him, there was no caufe

*' for his intruding Hs advice." This enraged me, and I told

him, " he had given our family tp the winds." He became

more angry, and 1 was ijlent.

The jday following, I went with my fether to the royal tents.

The arrival of the raja, and his being long in private with

Mahummud Kooilee Khan, was announced. Lofing all patience,

I mentioned what I had obferved to my father, to Moneer ad

Powlah and others; but in vain. At length, Mahummud Kooilee

entered the royal prefence, and, having made his obeifance, took

his place as vizier on the left pf iiis highnefs. He inftantly

began to praife the raja, faying, ** He was a wife Hindoo, and
** fpoke.the Perfian with great readinefsj in fliort, that he was
*' (o much pleafed with his abilities, that he had Appointed
** him his own dewan, and given him the deputation of Ale-
** abad." The prince naturally aiked him, <* How he could

** place fuch confidence in a perfon at firft fight ?" when Mtid-

dar ad Dowlah and others, who ^ad been gratified by the raja

with a few tiioulands of rupees, immediately uttered forth his

praifes for wildom, fiuclity, and all good qualities, offering to

be his pledges. In a little time the raja arrived, and being

obliged to ule all the ceremonies of royal audience, which he

had never till now been aecuftorned to, he came up to the

throne with a terrified afpedt and parched lips, to prei'ent his

offering, which I forget whether the prince or Muddar ad Dow-
VoL. II. B b b lah
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lah took from hitn. He was then invefted with a khelaut

;

but, as he had himfelf till now been only a beflower of them,

he was much wearied with the numerous obeilances, neceffary

at receiving every feparate part of the drefs. When this was

over, having flood and recolledted himfelf a little, I faw him
obferving the wretched appearance of the prince, and the flrange

manners of Iiis attendants, with contempt, fhamc at his having

come to an interview, and impatience to return^ He was fbon

difmifled, and went with Mahummud Koollee Khan to his tents,

who permitted him to leave the camp; and the raja, imme-
diately upon his arrival at Patna, ifTued orders to (hut the gates,

and man the walls of the city. For fome days, he continued

to amufe the prince and Mahummud Koollee Khan with trifling

prefents and melTages, in order to prevent hoftiUties till the ar-

rival of the navob's army; and fuch was the weaknefs of the

enemy, that they fuifered themfelves to be impofed upon by

his excufes. At length, Mahummud Koollee Khan wifhed to

move his camp to the eaftward of the city, through which
was the common road ; but Ramnarain reprefenting to him that

Ibme diforders might arife on the march, from the irregularity

of the Mogul troops, he confented to go another way ; though
this denial of a paffage made it clear to all, but himfelf, that

the raja was deceiving him till the approach of the navob's

army. He encamped for fome days near the gardens of Jafiier

Khan, and the raja kept up the farce of loyalty, by pretend-
ing to prepare a flatement of the revenues of the province and
the balance in the treafury; till, at length, intelligence of the

march of Meeraun and colonel Clive from Moorfhudabad ar-

riving, and the enemy becoming more urgent in their demands,
he drove the meifengers of Mahummud Koollee Khan from
the city, by the importunate advice of Moorlydher, who was
apprehenlive of the navob's fufpecting his loyalty; otherwife,

Ramnarain
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Ramnarain would have amufed them without hoflilities, till, the

arrival of the Bengal army.

It .is a juft ohfervation, « that the weak man ads the fame

" as the wife, only not till after difgrace/' and fo it was

with Mahummud Koollee Khan. On receiving the raja's mef-

fage, which was, " that he confidered himfelf as a fervant of

*' the navob of Bengal, and had only vifited him as a gueft of

*' his mafter's, but did not underftand his demand of the pro-

" vince," he flew into a violent rage, vowing that he would

bring him by force to the prince the next day. Accordingly,

in the morning he began to cannonade, and the fiege was car-

ried on for fome days with great briiknefs. In all probability,

Patna would have fallen into his hands, had not the operations

been interrupted by intelligence, which caufed him to raife the

fiege and retreat. This was, that Shujah ad Dowlah, who had

obtained his permiffion to fhelter his women in the fort of Ale-

abad, on pretence of marching to join him, had treacheroufly

feized that place, and polTefled himfelf of the province. Ma-
hummud Koollee retired from Patna, and the prince, unable to

adt with his own fmall army, reludtantly accompanied him. On
his arrival at Phoolwawree, only four miles from the city, he

was met by Mr. Law; who had haftened with his fmall band
of Frenchmen from Chutterpore, (where he had ^relided fince

the fall of Serauje ad Dowlah) to oifer his fervices. Mr. Law
remonflrated with him, but in vain, on the folly of a retreat

when he was fo near fuccefs. He marched onwards, and Mr.
Law went to viiit the prince, and offer his affiilance. The
prince unhefitatingly informed him, " that he depended on
** Mahummud Koollee Khan even for his daily expenfes, and
« without him could not continue the fiege ; therefore, muft re-
" tire to Chutterpore, in hopes of fupport from the raja of

" that country." Mr. Law offered to accompany him, and
B b b 2 marched
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marched on in front. Being at Saffaram when he arrived there,

I paid him a viiit; when he complained loudly of the folly

of the nobles of Hindooftan, who, he faid, were cowardly,

giving up their empire to ruin; that he had travelled from

the coaft of Bengal to Dhely, and been witnefs of nothing but

oppreffion of the poor and plundering of travellers. " Though
" I," faid he, " have ufed every argument to excite fuch

" powerful nobles as * Shujah ad Dowlah and ^ Ummaud al

" Moolk to regulate the empire, and attempt the recovery of

*• Bengal from the Englifh, they would not attend to me, nor

" uflderftand their real interefls."

Sooii after Mr. Law had pafled, the prince, and with him

my father, arrived; who complained heavily of the behaviour

of Mahummud KooUee Khan and his highnefs, alking my ad-

vice hdvv he fhould proceed. I obferved* *' That as he could

" not return to Dhely, from the enmity of Ummaud al Moolk,

* and the prince was unable to fupport him, there was but

*' one refoutce left, which was, to join Pulwaun Sing, who had

** great Intereft with Ramnarain, and could procure the refti-

** tution of our jaghires, forfeited by joining the prince, fhould

" Pulwaun Sing fubmit." This he agreed to; and accordingly

went to his camp, where the raja gladly received him. Pul-

waun Sing, who was rich and powerful, offered, if the prince

and Mr. Law would remain with him, to hazard an engage-

ment with the Englifh and Meeraun ; but they would not con-

fent, fearful that, as he was a zemindar, he might treacheroufly

deliver them up to the enemy to make his own peace. It was

then agreed, that the prince fhould, to fave appearances, write

a letter to colonel Clive, demanding a fum of money as the

price

a Navob of Oude.
" Prime minifter of the empire.
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price of his retreat j which he commanded me to compofe, and

it was fent by Nobut Khan to the colonel.

When Shujah ad Dowlah heard of the retreat of Ma-
hummud KooUee Khan, he treacheroully commanded Beny Ba-

hadur, his deputy, and Bulwaun Sing of Banaras, to intercept

his march, and take him prifoner. They accordingly encamped

their forces near * Ramnuggur, on the high road, and fent word

to the prince and Mr. Law, that they did not mean to molefl

them, but would oppofe the progrefs of Mahummud Koollee

Khan; upon which the former feparated from him, and conti-

nued their route to Chutterpore. Mahummud Koollee, againft

the remonftrances of his friends, confented to difband his army,

and throw himfelf on the proted:ion of Shujah ad Dowlah; who
immediately on his arrival, kept him a prifoner, and fliortly

after put him to death.

Meer Jaffier Khan, upon hearing of the vifit of Ramnarain

to the prince, was much alarmed, and entreated the affiftance

of colonel Clive, who agreed to march with his fon Meeraun

to the relief of Patna; but it was not the intention of the En-

glifh, who at this time were unacquainted with the low flatc

of the empire, to oppofe, if it was poffible to avoid it, the em-

peror's fon, for whofe dignity they had much relpe<5l; and it is

certain, had he and Mahummud Koollee Khan adled prudently,

a treaty might have been concluded to their honour and advan-

tage; but their weak condutft ruined their affairs. Meeraun upon

his march halted at Raujemahal, intending to allure Khadim
HoufTein Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah, to an interview, at which

he had refolved to affaflinate him, being jealous of his power,

and fearful of his joining the prince. This defign, however, be-

ing reported abroad, the fojedaur, who was a prudent man, march-

ed from Poorneah up the banks of the Ganges, giving out that

he
» The palace of the raja of Banaras.
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he meant to join the young navob ; but upon his arrival at

Currangola, nearly oppofite Raujemahal, he halted, and fent an

agent to colonel Clive, reprefenting his fears of Meeraun's trea-'

chery, and begging his protedlion. The colonel accordingly dif-

fuaded Meeraun from his delign; and having met the fojedaur

in a boat on the middle of the Ganges, alTured him of fkfety.

Khadim Houffein Khan, however, not chufing to vifit Meeraun,

the colonel obtained for him the navob's permiffion, much a-

gainft his inclination, to return to Poorneah, CHve being fecurity

for his fidelity to the navob, and the navob's fincerity to the

fojedaur. Meeraun then proceeded towards Patna with the co-

lonel ; but before their arrival the enemy had retreated. Near

the city they were vifited by Ramnarain, who artfully excufed

his interview with Mahummud KooUee Khan, and became more

favoured than before. Though he had importunately entreated

me to be his agent with the prince, and I had complied with

his requefh againft my own inclinations, he now abufed me to the

navob as a traitor, faying, " It was a ftrange world, that I fhould

" be fo deceitful as to defert his fervice, and join my father;"

though he himfelf was indeed the traitor, for his refolution was

to join the enemy, till he faw their weaknefs. With fuch arts

he preferved his own reputation; but it is furprizing how he

could perfuade the Engliih that he was their friend, after having

vifited the enemy. The fadt is, he was immenfely rich -, and,

in thefe days, money can do wonders, even give vice the ap-

pearance of virtue. After fome days ftay at Patna, Meeraun and

the Englifh marclied againft Pulwaun Sing, who fled to the hilly

country for fecurity ; at the fame time fending offers of fubmif-

iion, which were accepted. Ramnarain perfuaded the young na-

vob to return to Patna; which he willingly did, being fatigued

with the campaign, leaving Ramnarain and the colonel to adjuft

affairs with the zemindar. Pulwaun Sing honourably infifted on

the pardon of my father and the continuance of his jaghires,

before
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before he would accept his own, which was granted. God be

praifed, that what I had forefeen, came to pafs. The Englilh

approved much the letter I had written to them for the prince,

and, being moved with compaffion, colonel Clive fent him a

fum of money. All affairs being concluded with Pulwaun Sing,

Ramnarain and the Englifh returned to Patna.

Meeraun being now anxious to return to Moorfhudabad, pre-

pared for his departure; but firft wifhed to drive from his fer-

vice Aflaulut Khan and fome other officers, of whofe at-

tachment he and his father had entertained fome fufpicions,

but had concealed their jealoulies on account of the prince's

invafion, left they fhould have joined him. Meer Jaffier had

inftrudted his fon to leave them behind him without their in-

formation, left rage might provoke them to attempt his perlbn ;

but the truth is, they had no defigns inimical to the father or

the fon. They had ever been attached to Meer Jaffier, and on

that account were difplaced from the fervice of government by

Serauje ad Dowlah, and fuffered great hardfhips, remaining with-

out employment for twelve months. When I was, by the acci-

dent already related, obliged to join the prince's army, I wrote

a letter to Dilleer Khan, with whom I had * exchanged turbans,

inviting him to embrace the prince's fervice, and requefting him
to efcort my family to the camp. He wrote me in anfwer,

that his own head fliould be fecurity for my honour ; but that as

for deferting^ Meer Jaffier, he never would, though he fliould ht

forfaken by all.

Meeraun, agreeably to the inftruaions of his father, till the

arrival of Ramnarain pretended much friendfl:iip for Dilleer Khan,
but afterwards forbad him his prefence, and departed fuddenly

m boats towards the capital, leaving him and his followers un-

der

" By. exchange of tuibans, perfons adopt each other as brothers.
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Jcr long arrears of pay. FindiQ|j he could obtain no iadsfaxSion

from Ranmarain, who pleaded that he had no orders to advance

him money, Dilleer Khan, with his friends and followers, went

to Teekaury, and offered their fervices to Futteh Smg and Boo-

niaud Sing, relations of the late Sunder Sing, who entcrtauied

them. Not long afterwards, Dilleer Kiian joined Kaumgar Khan,

the zemindar of Terhoot, in a petition to the prince, that he

would march again towards Patna, and his highneis readily

embraced their offers of afliflance. Dilleer Khan would have

prevailed on me to join them, but I refufed, and repaired to

Patna. Ramnarain would have denied me a reiiuence, at the

inftigation of Moorlvdher and others ; but Mr. Fuiierton, fur-

geon to the Englifli fa£tary, by permiffion of Mr. Amyatt, the

chief, gave me apartments at his own houfe, I being intrmately

acquainted with thofe gentlemen. Upon intelh^ence of thsi

prince's approach, Ramnarain encamped with his forces at fome

diftance from the city, and was joined hy captain Cochrajx, with

fome Englifh foldiers, fepoys, and fome pieces of artillery.

The prince had crofled the CarumnafTa, and jufl entered the

province of Bahar, when he received intelligence of the murder

of his father Aulumgeer id-; upon which he difpatched an exprefs

to my father, then at Houfleinabad, commanding hini to his pre-

fence, and afking his advice on this event. My father, in reply,

recommended him to affume immediately the imperial authority,

to fend the * inkftand of the vizarut to Shujah ad Dowlah, fou-

bahdar of Oude, and the khelaut of ameer al amra to Nu-
jeeb ad Dowlah, a powerful Afghaun chief; alfo to difpatch

Munneer ad Dov\lah on an embaliy to Ahmed Shaw Abdallee,

to requeft hjs afliftance, and commands to the A%haun chiefs

of Hindooflan to acknowledge him as emperor. The prince,

accord-

» The viyjer is invefted in office by a prefent of an inkiland and canopy
from the emperor.
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accordingly, afcended the throne, by the title of Shaw Aulum,.

and adted according to my father's advice. He was now joined

by Kaumgar Khan with five thoufand horfe, Dilleer Khan, and

Aflaulut Khan, with their followers, when he proceeded to en-

gage Ramnarain, who was defeated, and with difficulty gained

the city. Captain Cochran and Mr. Barwell were killed, with

fome loldiers and fepoys ; but the remainder of the Englifli»

having ipiked one of their cannon, retreated in good order to

Patna. Raja Moorlydher and Omar Khan, a principal chief,

were taken prifoners. The emperor and Kamgaur Khan did

not purfue the enemy, having fuffered much in the action, and

loft the two gallant chiefs Dilleer Khan and Aflaulut Khan.

Had the royal army followed the fugitives, it is moft probable,

Patna would have fallen without refiftance. For fome days the

city was in the utmoft confufion; but at length, no enemy ap-

pearing, the fpirits of the inhabitants revived.

393

The emperor next marched to attack Meeraun, who was

advancing from Moorfhudabad ; but the royal army was defeated

by the gallantry of the Englifh. In this adtion Meeraun was

wounded. Shaw Aulum, by advice of Kaumgar Khan, nowr

haftened by forced marches through the hills, in hopes of fur-

prizing Meer Jaffier in his capital ; but the navob having timely

intelligence from his fon Meeraun, was prepared i upon which the

royal army retreated, and marched by another route towards

Patna, hoping, as Meeraun had moved towards Moorfhudabad

to the affiftance of his father, that the city would fall an eafy

prey before he could return to relieve it. Unfortunately for

them, they halted a few days at Bahar, which gave time to

Ramnarain to prepare for defence -, for the greater part of his

troops were with Meeraun, and only a few fepoys in the Englifh

fa<5lory. Upon intelligence of the approach of the enemy, as

many troops as were in the neighbouring diftrids were called.

Vol. II. .
C c c in,.
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in, and Mr. Amyatt encreafed his force to about three com-

panies of fepoys, from the fcveral ftations. At length the enemy

commenced the fiege, and a few nights after, Mr. Law and

his Frenchmen attempted an efcalade, but were defeated by the

vigilance and aftivity of the Englifh and Raja Shittabroy. They
repeated their attempt a fecond evening in a different quarter,

with the fame ill fuccefs ; but the fpirits of the garrifon began

to fall, efpecially* of Ramnarain and his followers, when they

were revived by the arrival of an Englifh detachment under

captain Knox, who had marched from Burdwan in thirteen days,

and reached the bank of the river oppofite the city the morn-

ing after the laft affault. The following evening, the Englifli

made a fally upon the befiegers, who were ealily defeated.

Kaumgar Khan now retired towards Gyah Maunpore with the

emperor, and raifed contributions upon the neighbouring dillrifts,

for his fupport.

Shaw Aulum repeatedly fummoned my father to his prc-

fence, but he, unwilling to offend the navob of Bengal, evaded

coming j till at length, Kaumgar Khan, to oblige him, detach-

ed Sheoput Mharatta to plunder his jaghirej he was then

forced to comply, being without help, and prepared for his de-

parture to the royal camp. Upon this, Ramnarain endeavoured

to excite the refentment of the Englifh againft me^ obferv-

ing, that my father, notwithftanding the reftoration of his jag-

hire, was leagued with the enemy and I with him, at the

fame time that I enjoyed the Englifh proteiflion. Mr. Amyatt

fpoke to me on the fubjed, and defired I would write to per-

fuade my father from joining the emperor. I told him, " that

" my v/riting would be of no effedt, while my father was ex-
** pofed to the ravages of the enemy j but that, if he fhould

*' be allowed to come and relide in the city, he would wil-

** lingly avoid going to the emperor; that as for myfelf, I had
** not
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** not the leaft correfpondence with the enemy, fince my ar-

«* rival at Patna." Mr. Amyatt faw the juilice of my re-

marks, and affured me of his protedtion ; but defined I would

write, which I did, declaring as before, that my father mufl:

of neceffity obey the emperor, while he and his family were In

the open country expofed to his dilpleafure. It fo happened,

he repaired to the royal camp againfl his inclination, and was

honoured with the firft place in his majefly's confidence.

The enemy continued in the country of Kaumgar Khan and

Teekaury, waiting the fuccefs of the embafly to Ahmed Shaw

Abdallee. At this period, Khadim HoufTein Khan, being fear-

ful of the treachery of Meeraun, refolved ta join the emperor

;

and having feized all the money he could from the inhabitants,

marched from Poorneah with five or fix thoufand horfe, about

feven thoufand infantry, and upwards of forty pieces of artil-

lery, towards Patna, and foon arrived near Hajeepore, on the

bank of the river oppofite the city. Had he done this before

the arrival of captain Knox, Patna would certainly have fallen

into the hands of the emperor, and Khadim Houffein Khan

would have acquired great honour. Ramnarain, upon intelli-

gence of his approach, confulted with Mr. Amyatt ; who ob-

ferved, that as the emperor was at a diflance from the city,,

the raja fhould detach the greater part of the forces with cap-

tain Knox, who had undertaken to crofs the river and engage

with Khadim Houffein Khan. Ramnarain was aftonifhed he

fhould think of attempting it with fo fmall a force ; but Mr.

Amyatt prefling him, he promifed to prepare his troops to join

the Enghfh. Mr. Amyatt alfo defired the afliflance of Raja

Shittabroy, who with great willingnefs joined captain Knox with

his followers, about two hundred horfe and foot. The English

detachment confiiied of three or four companies of fepoys, one

of Europeans, and two field pieces of artillery. The troops of

C c c 2 Ramnarain^
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Ramnarain, according to the ufage of the prefent times, delay-

ed their march to fettle arrears of pay and other affairs, fb

that not one man of them joined the captain ; but on the con«

trary, Hummeed ad Dien, a principal jemmautdaur, endea-

voured to perfuade Shittabroy to return, by reprefenting the folly

of attacking fuch a force as Khadim Houflein Khan's with a

handful of men, and infinuating that Ramnarain wifhed his de-

flrudlion, and would be glad of the defeat of his own troops,

to whom he owed confiderable arrears; but that he and other

officers had refolved not to rilk their lives and fortunes by'

joining the rafli, infatuated Englifli. Shittabroy, however, was

not to be diverted from his attachment, and accompanied cap-

tain Knox acrofs the river to meet the enemy, who, contrary

to the expe(flation of Ramnarain and the inhabitants of the

city, were defeated with great flaughter, and the lofs of great

part of their baggage and artillery- Upon this Khadim Houilein

Khan retreated towards the diftri<5t of Butteah, and captain

Knox, unable to purfue him, left the abfence of his detach-

ment fhould leave Patna expofed to the emperor's army, re-

croffed the river a few days after the battle. Shittabroy, by

his gallantry and fidelity, defervedly acquired the confidence of

the Englifh, who rewarded him with great liberality.

Not long after this event, Meeraun, who had marched from

Moorfliudabad upon intelligence of the defeftion of Khadim
Houfiein Khan, arrived near Patna with his own army and the

Englilh forces under the command of colonel Calliaud. With-

out entering the city, they croffed the river in purfuit of the

rebels; who having already been defeated by fo few of the

Englifh, ftrove now only to efFe<5t his retreat from the pro-

vinces: He kept up a fort of running fight for feveral days

with the navob, till his progrefs was ftopped by the hills and

the river Ghunduc; fo that he muft inevitably have fallen into

the



HISTORY OF BENGAL.

the hands of Meeraun, had not an unforefeen event faved him

from d^ftrudtion.

397

»A§ it was now the cornmeneement of the rainy feafon, and

the decree of divine vengeance hung over Meeraun, about the

third hour of the night of Wednefday the eighteenth of Zee-

kaud, 1 173, a heavy ftorm began. The world was dark and A. D. 1760.

gloomy to Meeraun and his aflociates, and the fplendour of the

day of his life and profperity changed to the black night of

deftrudtion. About a third part of the night was elapfed, when
his companions, with his attendants, were difinifled. Meeraun,

to guard againil the violence of the ftorm, quitting his large

tent, retired to a fmaller one, called, from the inventor of it,

a Dulleel JChaunee, low, and without walls, fecured by ftrong

pegs fixed in the ground very cloljb. A favourite courtezan,

with whom he generally flept, alfo two or three other finging-

girls, a flory-teller, and a domeftic to ''pat his limbs, were

with him. As the life of the women was yet to remain, after

a ihort time he difmiffed them; when the domeftic began to

pat his feet, and the ftory-teller his charm, to the fleep of

death. God knows, whether he was fleeping, or his eye wake-

ful in expedlation of the meflenger of fate, when, in the height

of a moft heavy fhower, the threatening thunder of avenging

anger roared, and the lightning of wrath defcended on the

head of Meeraun ; who reached the place of final vengeance in

the pofture in which he lay upon his bed. The fame flafh

falling on the domeftic and the ftory-teller, killed them alfo.

Some

» This is the true account of Meeraun's death ; which Mr. Burke, deceived

by falfe reports, in the opening of his charges againft Me. Haftings, attributed

to the treachery of the Enghfti government.
'' This patiing of the limbs is common in the Eaft, to promote circulation

of the blood.
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Some time after the accident, when the fury of the ftorm had

abated, the attendants vvhofe turn it was to watch, coming* in,

faw them in the fleep of death, and immediately, without noife

or clamour, informed fome of the principal officers, whofe tents

were neareft. Upon examination, five or fix fmail holes were

found on the back part of his head, and, on his body, ftreaks

like the marks of a whip. His fcymetar, which lay near his

head on the bed, had alfo holes in it, and part of the point

was melted. The tentpole appeared as if rotted.

Meeraun was of a bloody and unrelenting difpofition. With
him, the flighteft jealoufy was fufficient to bring death on its

objeft. By his infligation, Khaujeh Hadee Khan and Meer

Cauzim Khan were aflaflinated on fufpicion of difloyalty. He
killed feveral women of his haram with his own hand, and

would boafl of the a<5t, faying, ** this was the true mode of
** clearing up doubts, and eafing the mind of jealoufies." With
this favage ferocity, he procured the death of Ameena Begum
and Goofeety Begum, the daughters of Mahabut Jung, whom
he caufed to be drowned; and among his papers was found

a lift of many perfons whom he had refolved to cut off at

the conclufion of the campaign, determined, as he faid, to rid

himfelf of the difloyal, and fit down in repofe with his friends.

But the Almighty, who is protestor of the univerfe, would not

permit fuch barbarity. When he beholds a people immerfed in

wickednefs, he commits the guidance of power over them to

a tyrant, that he may punilh their offences: but he lets not

that tyrant remain for ever over his fervants. The government

of the oppreffive has no permanency, for the fcripture truly

fays, " Dominion may continue even with infidelity, but cannot
* with cruelty. If, indeed, after neceffary feverity, the cruel

** become juft, he may eflablifh their power; or elfe, remedy-
" ing
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*' ing evU by evil, he fends one more cruel than thetnfelves to

** overthrow their profperity."

On the nineteenth, in the morning early, the fate of Mee-
raun was difclofed by his fervants to colonel Calliaud, the com-

mander of the Englifh army, who agreed with them on the

propriety of concealing his death from the troops. The body

being opened in his prefence, the bowels were taken out and

buried on the fpot. Orders of march were ifTued, and the

corpfe was carried, drefled as if alive, upon an elephant, a re-

port being given out that Meeraun was indilpofed ; but his

death was foon fpread abroad, and the carrying of his corpfe

in this manner was regarded as an expofure of it, in revenge

for the difgrace offered to the body of Serauje ad Dowlah.

Colonel Calliaud when arrived near Butteah prepared a hearfe,

and fent off the corpfe to the Ganges, where it was embarked

in a boat, and carried down to Raujemahal for interment. The
army then returned to Patna, under the direction of Raujebul-

lub, Meeraun's dewan, where it remained during the rainy

feafon j the emperor ftill continuing in the vicinity of Teekaury,

and raifing contributions in the diftrifts for his fupport. About

this time, fome changes took place among the Englifli. Colonel

Clive had returned to Europe, leaving Mr. Holwell in the

government till the arrival of Mr. Henry Vanfittart, who was

appointed to fucceed him, from Madrafs. Mr. Amyatt, hav-

ing received fome flight, repaired to Calcutta, where colonel

Calliaud was alfo ordered, and the command of the Englifh

army at Patna* devolved upon major Carnac.

The navob Meer JafHer having, through grief for the death

of his fon, lofl what underflanding he pofiefTed, the public

affairs became negledled, and confulion pervaded every depart-

ment. The navob, from necelTity, encreafed the confequencc

of
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of his fon in law Meer Caufim Khan, to whom he had a great

averfion, and fent him to negotiate fome bulinefs at Calcutta

;

where, during his agency, he imprefleci the minds of the coan-

cil of his fuperiority of ability for government over Meer Jaf-

fier or his fon j and, indeed, he was eminently diitinguiiried

among his cotemporaries and family for penetiation and con-

dud:. Having finished his embafly, he returned to the nayob,

who, pleafed at his fuccefs, fhewed him more kindnefs than

formerly, and he became of much influence at court.

At this time the troops, being greatly in arrears, furrounded

the palace in a mutinous manner, demanding payment ; and

Meer Caufim had the addrefs to quell them, by offering him-

felf as fecurity for the redrefs of their grievances. Soon after

this it became neceflary for him to repair again to Calcutta.

Meer Jaffier was unwilling at firil to permit him; but fate

would not allow him to prevent him.

Mr. Vanfittart was by this time arrived. To him Meer

Caufim related the negledt of the navob in the aifairs of his

government, the difordered ftate of the revenues and army, and

the expenfes of the houfehold, owing to the influence of a few

mean people without ability, as Cheeny Laal, Munny Laal,

and Aknoon Sing Halkarrah, over every department. Mr. Van-

fittart, who was Hnequalled among the Englifli for his judg-

ment and abilities in ftate affairs, perceived that Meer Cauiim

Khan was among all the relations and fervants of the navob

mofl diflinguifhed in underftanding, and he wiihed to form fome

plan for the regulation of the declining provinces. It occurred

to him, that Meer Caufim Khan fhould be entrufted with the

adminiftration of the government, as the deputy of his father

in law the navob, to whom he fhould regularly pay a Lain.

adequate to the proper fupport of his dignity. He laid his plan

betore
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t>efore the council for their advice and approbation, and the

majority aiffented to its execution; but Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Ellis,

Mr. Batfon, and major Carnac, difapproved the meafure. Though

the inability of Meer JafHer was not fo problematical as not

to be perceived by them, efpecially Mr. Amyatt; yet, as he

wifhed his own party to prevail over Mr. Vanfittart, he op-

pofed his plans, according to the maxim, " * It is impoflible to

« love Alee, and not hate Maweeah." -The two parties ac-

cufed each other, in their letters to Europe, of every mif-

management; and their mutual enmity caufed the ruin of num-

bers, as I fhall hereafter relate. The governor's party being the

flrongeft, his meafures took place. Meer Caufim was congra-

tulated on his fuGcefs, and returned to Moorfliudabad ; where

it was agreed that Mr. Vanfittart fhould repair to execute his

plan. This he did very fpeedily, accompanied by Mr. Haflings

and fome other gentlemen, with a detachment of the army.

Upon the governor's arrival at Moradbaug, a garden houfe

oppofite the city, on the bank of the river Baugruttee, Meer

Jaffier the next morning came to vifit him, and was informed

of the plan agreed upon by the council, which he ftrenuoufly

refufed to accede to, though Mr. Vanfittart ufed every argu-

ment to convince him that no hurt was intended to his dignity,

but that he only meant, by appointing Meer Caufim his deputy,"

to eafe him of a load of cares, which his infirm fi:ate of health

rendered him incapable of bearing, and to refcue his honour

and fafety from the dangers they fuflained by the ill behaviour

of ignorant and felf-interefted minifters. After fome time, the

navob took leave, and returned to his palace. On the way
back, he met Meer Caufim, who was coming to Moradbaug,

Vol. II. D d d and

* The family of Alee, fon in law of Mahummud, was deftroyed by the

caliph Maweeah, who is held in abhorrence by the fe6t of the former on
that account.
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and commanded him to return; but he pretended not to hear,

and proceeded.

When Meer Caufim heard what had pafTcd, from the gover-

nor, he exprefled his fears that the navob's having been in-

formed of his plan, without being obHged to its execution,

would prove hazardous to his fafety. Mr. Vanfittart exprefied

uncertainty how to adt; upon which Meer Caalim was ftill

more alarmed, faying, *' If you are at a lofs, what muft I be,

*' who am without any other fupport?" It being now dinner

time, the governor retired to table, and Meer Caufim to a

feparate apartment. Here he confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan,

who advifed him to wait patiently for another converfation with

the governor, and to fee how he would ad:: that if he gave

up the plan, he could retire with his permiflion into "Beer-

boom and join the emperor, who would gladly receive him.

Meer Caufim refolved on this ftep, as a laft refource to fecure

himfelf from the jealoufy of the navob, fliould the Englifh give

up their defign, and with much policy, for he would have been

joined by many perfons of rank, and the troops, for whofe

arrears he had flood fecurity, were attached to himj which

would have enabled him to have afllimed independance. Din-

ner being concluded, Mr. Vaiifittart renewed the converfation,

and it was at length determined, that Meer Jaffier fhould be

forced to accede to his meafures; for which purpofe he would

accompany Meer Caufim to the palace the next morning.

In the morning, Mr. Vanfittart, attended by the Englifh de-

tachment, went to the palace, and was met by Meer Caufim

and his friends. Repeated alTurances were fent to the navob,

that no injury was intended to his perfon or dignity, Mr.

Vanfittart endeavoured to perfuade him that the appointment of

a deputy
» A woody diftri(5l in Bengal*



HISTORY OF BENGAL.

a deputy in fo near a relation, would reinftate his afFairs from
the confufion in which they were involved by the mifinanage-

ment and rapacity of his prefent favourites, but in vain. Some
time paffed in fending and receiving meflages, when the Eng-
lifh, finding that the navob would not confent to their requeft,

defired Meer Caufim to afliime the mufhud in his own name,

which he did without oppofition; the friends of Meer Jaffier,

who remained in the haram, having moftly deferted him, through

fear of the Englifh. Meer Jaffier had the offer of refiding at

the capital, or Calcutta. He chofe the latter, and embarked in

.

boats with his family, carrying with him unmolefted the treafures

in the haram, the jewels and valuable effects, which had accumu-

lated to an ineftimable amount, during the governments of the

four laft navobs of Bengal. At Calcutta he built a palace for

his refidence, and had a monthly allowance adequate to his

dignity.
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MEER CAUSIM KHAN.

I ~

JVIeER Caufim Khan, on his acceffion to the mufnud, finding

the treafury low, was diftreffed to pay off the arrears due to the

troops, for which he had given fecurity, and the debts of the

Englifh; on which account he haftened to reform the revenues

of the feveral diftridts. He gave Burdwan in mortgage to the

EngUfli, and pledged to them fome of his jewels. After -muf-

tering the army, and deteding the impoiitions of feveral officers,

he fatisfied the troops, by paying them partly in money, and
partly by orders on the collections. He fettled the dilburfements

of his houfehold, fb as not to exceed his revenue, and reformed

feveral ufelefs departments, hitherto kept up for (hew. He oblig-

ed Cheeny Laal and Munny Laal to refund confiderable funis,

which they had embezzled under the late government. Meer
Caufim, being well acquainted with the circumftances of the re-

lations and dependants of the three late navobs, now exadled

money from ail whom he knew to be rich, and even obliged

feveral courtezans to refund fums and valuable effeOis whiclf they

had received from Meer Jaffier and his Ion Meeraun; nor did

• he fpare the women and eunuchs of Mahabut Jung, who had

retired from the court and its affairs. In fhort, the advice of

Saadee the poet, " Why coUedtefl thou not from every lubjedt

** a grain of filver, that thou mayeft form a treafure?" He nad

attentively liftened to, and now ilrictly followed. Raja Suknut Sing,

who had held great offices under Mahabut Jung, voluntarily ae-

livered
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livered up all his wealth to Meer Caufim, who gave hitn up a
parr, and ever treated him w ith particular regard and attention, al-

lowing him to fit dole to his Mulnud in public. Having thus col-

ledted a great treafure, he fatisfied the army, and difbinded fuch

of the troops as he could not truft, levying others in their room j

after which he prepared to reduce the power of the refradtory

zemindars. In fad:, this defcription of men are in general faith-

lefs, and ready upon the fmallefl commotion to forget the in-

dulgence of their governors ; on which account former emperors

never relied upon them, but always managed the pergunnahs by

their own officers. On this account, in their days, the provinces

were flourifliing, and men of all ranks fatisfied and fecure; but

fince the zemindars have been left uncontrouled in the govern-

ment of their diilri<5ts, confufion has prevailed, and the country

is decaying. Meer Caufim having marched from Moorfhudabad

againft Afllid Zummaun Khan, raja of Beerboom, who had re-

fufed to pay an additional demand of revenue, e'afily defeated

him with the affiflance of the Englifh, .

It is now neceiTary, for the fake of regularity, that I fhould

return to the afiuirs of Patna and the occurrences in that province,

fince the death of Meeraun.

405

At the conclufion of the rains, major Carnac with the En-
glifii army, accompanied by Ramnarain, Raujeboollub, and the

forces of Meeraun, marched to Gyah Maunpore againft the em-
peror and Kaumgar Khan, who were defeated, and Mr.. Law
was taken prifoner. Major Carnac after the vidory fent. Raja

Shittabroy with propofals of peace, and an offer to vifit the em-

peror, who at fij-ft decHned them, by advice of Kaumgar Khan,

but on the remonilrances of my father, he fent again for the

raja, and conlented to an interview with the Englifh. Upon
this, Kaumgar Khan retired to his- own country. Shaw Aulum

having
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having moved nearer the Englilh camp, appointed the next day

to receive the major; v^^ho came agreeably to his promife, and
after the cuftomary ceremonies, conduced his majefty to Gyah,
from whence, in a few days, he attended the imperial ftandard

to Patna.

Meer Caufim, upon intelligence of this event, haftened from

Beerboom to Patna, much alarmed at the connection of the Eng-

lifh with the emperor, efpecially as major Carnac was of Mr.

Amyatt's party, tvhich had oppofed Mr. Vanfittart in his accef-

iion to the foubahdary. He refufed to vifit his Majefty in his

camp, either from fear of treachery, or pride, but, after much
negotiation, confented to pay his refpe<5ts to him at the Englifti

fadlory; which was accordingly adorned for the occafion, and a

throne placed upon the dining tables, which were covered with

a rich muihud. Shaw Aulum came to the factory on the day

appointed, and Meer Caufim being introduced, made the cuftom-

ary offerings, and was prefented with a khelaut and other marks

of favour, when he agreed to pay the emperor » twenty four

lacs of rupees annually from the revenues of the three provinces.

After the interview, the emperor took up his reiidence in the

citadel, and the navob returned to his own camp; but being

jealous of my father's attendance on his majefty, he prevailed

on the Englifti to procure the royal order for his return to his

jaghire, which they did, though againft their inchnations, to

quiet his fufpicions.

Shaw Allium, after fome ilay at Patna, having received in-

vitations from his vizier Shujah ad Dowlah and other chiefs,

marched from that city to join him, greatly to the fatisfa(aion

of the navob, who feared that the attachment of the Englifh to

himfelf might be weakened by their regard for the royal caufe.

Meer

• Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds.



HISTORY OF BENGAL. 407

Meer Caufim had long wifhed to demand of Ramnarain an

account of the difburfements and receipts of his government, which

had never been given in, fince the death of Serauje ad Dow-
lah; and the navob, who was intimately acquainted with bufi-

nefs, well knew that the deputy had converted great fums to

his own ufe. The protedtion afforded Ramnaram by the Englifh,

alone prevented him from proceeding to extremities ; and the

raja, depending upon their fupport, payed no attention to the

juft demands of the navob. Mr. Macguire, the chief of Patna,.

was of Mr. Vanfittart's party, and fupported Meer Caulim; but

major Carnac and Mr. Hay oppofed his demands upon the raja.

In this ftate of affairs, the navob, knowing my intimacy with

Mr. Amyatt, fent me to Calcutta, that I might- endeavour to

make that gentleman his friend, and to confent to Ramnarain's

being left at his difcretion. Soon after this, colonel Coote

was appointed to the army at Patna, and Ramnarain, thinking

it his interefl to excite jealoulies in the minds of the Englifh

againfl the navob, bribed the colonel's fpies to convey him falfe

intelligence, which he too eagerly believed. Thefe men carried

their impofitions fo far, as to affure the colonel that Meer Cau-

fim had fixed a day for attacking him by furprize; upon which

the colonel, early on the morning mentioned, went with fome

armed men to the navob's camp; but finding no figns of pre-

paration, and the navob afleep, he was vexed at his credulity,

and returned without feeing Meer Caufim j to whom he excufed

himfelf by a meffage, that he had come with intention to vifit him,

but hearing he was afleep, would not diflurb his repofe. The
navob complained to the council of this behaviour, which he
attributed to jts juft caufe, the intrigues of Ramnaraini of which-

they were now convinced. Colonel Coote was recalled, and orders

fent to the gentlemen at Patna, that they fhould not interfere

between the navob and his deputy.

This

\l
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This event rendering my farther flay at Calcutta needlefs,

I returned to Patna; and indeed it was in vain that I endeavour-

ed to draw^ Mr. Amyatt over to friendfhip for the navob. He
one day faid to me, «* You well know, that I have no regard

" for Ramnarain, butj^ on the contrary, diflike him; yet, as I

** have from the" beginning taken an oppofite party to the go-
** vernor, and our difputes are referred to England, I cannot

" befriend Meer Cauiim without contradicting my own aiTer---

" tions. If a decifion fliall arrive in favour of the governor's

" party, he will not feek my help; but if my opinions are ap-

** proved, and the government committed to my charge, fhould

** the navob offer me his friendfhip, I fhall have no objeiflion

** to return it." Upon this, I wrote freely to Meer Caulim

the determinations of Mr. Amyatt and his friends.

The navob, upon permiflion from the council, demanded

Ramnarain to give in his accounts, which he did. In them the

raja had put down large fums paid to jaghiredarsj but the

navob required the receipts of the perfons faid to have receiv-

ed them, as vouchers for the payment j alfo mufler rolls of the

troops, and the books of the feveral payofHces of each corps,

as proof of the exa<ftnefs of the diiburfemcnts ; for which pur-

pofe he ordered the fervants of the raja in each department to

attend with their papers. Ramnarain, confcious of his mif-

management and embezzlements of the coUedlions, was alarm-

ed, and at a lofs how to act, being no longer fupported in his

contumacy by the Englifh. Some of his friends advifed him to

reiift the oavob by force; but, as he was void of perfonal

courage, he faw no remedy but fubmillion, having firfl pre-

vailed on fome of the heads of offices to fly with their ac-

counts, in hopes by that means to confufe the navob's auditors,

and cover his own defalcation. Meer Caufim, upon this, put

a guard over his houfe, to prevent his efcape, and having de-

tected
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tefted embezzlements of large fums from the revenues, the jag-

hires, and pay of the troops, confifcated his eifcdis. About

*feven lacs of rupees in money and goods were found in his

houfe, and nearly the fame fum was recovered from perfons

to whom it had been entrufted by himfelf and his women.

The effedts of Gongabifhen, his treafurer, and Munfaram his

banker, were alfo feized, under pretence ot having concealed his

treafures. A large fum was alio collected from Moorlydher and

the cutwal of the city, who had been partners in guilt with

the raja; nor was a fingle perfon of his dependants exempt

from fines or confifcation ; £o that the navob acquired a great

treafure.

409

Meer Caufim having fettled thefe affairs to his fatisfa<ftion,

entered the fort of Patna with much pomp, as a proof to the

inhabitants of his poflefling full authority in his government,

which in fad: he did not, till the fubmiflion of Ramnarain.

He kept him in confinement in the city, but fent Moorlydher

prifoner to Dacca, and Ameed Roy, the royroyan, with feveral

other perfons, to Mooriliudabad. Having obtained from the

emperor the dewanny of the province, the government of Rhotas

Ghur, and the jaghires of '' Eatimaud ad Dowlah, which had

been under the diredtion of Raja Shittabroy, he demanded of

him an account of his condud: j but he refufed to fubmit, and

with fome faithful followers refolved to defend his houfe againft

the troops of the navob ; but the Englifh, who owed great

obligations to Shittabroy for his affiftance in the battle with

Khadim HoulTein Khan, prevailed with Meer Caufim to fub-

mit his claims upon him to the decifion of the council, which

he did, depending on the governor's fupport of his caufe. Shit-

tabroy accordingly accompanied major Carnac to Calcutta; but

Vol. II. E e e as

» Seventy thoufand pounds.
•' Vizier to Mahummud Shaw.
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as, on enquiry, no fault could be proved upon him, the gover-

nor and council granted him an efcort to condud: him in fafety

out of the provinces fubje£t to Meer Caufim, into -the territo-

ries of the navob of Oude, where he chofe to retire.

Meer Caufim, fince his acceffion, 'had paid great attention

to the forming his army, which he greatly ftrengthened by the

addition of a regular artillery and feveral battalions of fepoys,

clothed and difciplined like the Englifh} alfo a body of regu-

lar cavalry. Thefe were commanded by Gregory, an Armenian,

who was diftinguifhed by the title of Goorgeen Khan, and was

the chief confidant and advifer of the navob. With this force

he refolved to reduce the power of the Bahar zemindars, who

had hitherto been too independant on government. He com-

manded them all to attend his perfon. Kaumgar Khan, dread-

ing punifhment for his fupport of the emperor, fheltered him-

felf in the mountainous parts of his country, and refufed to obey

the fummons. Boonniaud Sing and Futteh Sing of Teekaury,

relying on their fidelity during the laft invafion of Shaw Aulum
for protection, came in, but were immediately ordered into

confinement. Pulwaun Sing and other zemindars of Bhojepore

refufed fubmifiionj upon which the navob prepared to march

in perfon againft them, and detached a confiderable force under

his nephew Abou Ali Khan to reduce Kaumgar Khan.

Upon the approach of the navob, the zemindars of Bhoje-

pore evacuated their diftridls, and fled acrofs the Ganges into

the dominions of Shujah ad Dowlahj and Meer Caufim, hav-

ing appointed confidential officers for the protection of the coun-

try, encamped for fome time at Safiaram, after which he re-

turned to Patna, and from thence to Monghyr, which fortrels.

he had ordered to be repaired, intending to make it his prin-

cipal refidence. During his ftay at Safiaram, feveral perfons

were
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were put to death, and others confined on fufpicion of trea-

chery, which occafioned the EngUfh to remonllrate upon his

cruelty; but as, by the articles of the treaty with him, they

could not interfere in the government of the provinces, he little

regarded it, thinking it fufRcient to inform them, that he had

reafons for his conduct. *

4H

As it is incumbent on the recorder of events and adions

of men to fpeak the truth, I fliall now^ mention feme of his

good deeds, as I have already done the evil. Though Meer
Caufim from experience was very fufpicious of the fidelity of

the troops of Bengal, and the attachment of the great to their

patrons, and therefore, for flight offences, punifhed with confif-

cation and death; yet, in judicial proceedings, in criminal and

civil affairs, and difputes between man and man, in regular

payment of his army and houfehold, in attention to the learn-

ed, in a liberal ceconomy and well-judged bounty to all, he

was the mirror of his age. Two days in the week, after the

ufage of former times, he held a court of juflice; at which

he revifed the fentences of the inferior courts, and examined

himfelf the plaintiff and defendant, with their w^itnefTes; fo that

it was not poflible for any officer of juflice to change wrong
into right for a bribe. He alfo protected the owners of fmall

villages and farms from the rapacity of the great zemindars,

who in the time of Ramnarain in Bahar had ufurped the

rights of the poorer landholders. He coined the coflly deco-

rations of the * Imaum Bareh, prepared by Serauje ad Dowlah
at the expenfes of fome lacs, into money, and diilributed it to

the poor and pilgrims to the holy fepulchres, with an additional

fum from his own purfe. His negled: of the claims of his de-
pendants I never heard one perfon complain of ^ but it is cer-

Eee 2 tain

» The place in which the celebration of the annual mourning for the Imaums,
or family of Alee, is celebrated.
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tain alfo, fuch was their dread of his feverity, that no one llept

with fccurity in his fervice.. As Meer Caufim wifhed to be upon

an equaUty in rank with the vizier Shujah ad Dowlah, he

procured from, the emperor the rank of eight thoufand and title

of * AH Jah ; from which time he was never mentioned but

by that appellation.

Some difputes having arifen between the agents of the Eng-

lifh and the navob, concerning duties on merchandize demand-

ed by the latter, Mr. Vanfittart paid a vifit to Meer Caufim

on his way to Patna, with a view to adjuft them by amicable

difcuffion, and fettle a plan for future colledlion, that might be

agreeable to both parties. The navob came to meet him about

fix miles from Monghyr, where he entertained him for fome

days with great fplendour, and a review of his troops difciplin-

ed in the European manner. The governor took this occafion

to give him fome friendly advice. He obferved, that he cer-

tainly had a fine army, but for his fake hoped it never would

be oppofed to an Englifli one, againft which it could not ftand;

that at prefent the honour and welfare of Hindooftan refted with

him, and nothing but his breaking with the Englifh could dif-

turb them. He advifed him to combat his countrymen only with

the pen, when he would be fure of vidiory, and to follow the

rules which he had laid down for Europeans and natives in

their condu<ft to each other.

At this interview Meer Caufim complained, that much mer-

chandize paiTed the cuftom houfes free of duty, under the name

of Englifh trade, belonging to other perfons, by which his re-

venues fufFered great lofs ; therefore he hoped that all goods,

but thofe of the company, fhould be made liable to the cuf-

tomary duties. The governor obferved, that it would be diffi-

cult

' Exalted in dignity.
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cult to annul a privilege which had been for fome time ufual,

but that he would, on his return to Calcutta, endeavour to

red:ify the abufe; and advifed him, till he (hould hear from

him on the fubjed:, to permit matters to remain as they were.

Aleer Caufim, prefuming on this promife, refolved to colled: the

cuftoms, and wrote to his officers, that as he expeded fhortly

permiffion for the purpofe, they fhould contrive to ftop by one

pretence or other, all goods till its arrival. The officers, eager

to obey, but not polTeffing fufficient caution, began immediately

to enforce their orders and demand duties with great rigour;

upon which the Englifh chiefs of Patna, Dacca, and other places,

whofe agents they had ill treated, took the officers of the cuf-

toms prifoners, and complained to their government, from whom
they had yet received no intimation of the abolition of the pri-

vilege of trade, which had not yet been agitated in council.

The navob was at this time on his return from an unfuc-

cefsful expedition againft Neipal, a country to the north eaft of

Bengal, faid to abound in gold, which he was eager to poffefs.

The intelligence of the boldnefs of the Englifti, made him re-

turn to Monghyr with greater expedition. He pafTed Patna with-

out vifiting, as ufual, the Englifh chief, and iffued orders for

feizing their native agents in the feveral diftrids, and fending

tiiem to his court. At the fame time, he difpatched an envoy

to the emperor and Shujah ad Dowlah to fecure their affiftance,

in cafe he fhould find it advifeable to break with the Englifh.

By this precipitate condud: of the navob, Mr. Vanfittart was

prevented from procuring the afTent of his council to the plan

he had intended, and obliged, by a majority of votes, to de-

mand fatibfadion for the confinement of the agents, and an ex-

emption from duties in future. The navob upon this ifTued

©rders to excufe the merchandize belonging to perfons of every

defcription

413
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defcrlption from duty, declaring to the council, that as the richer

traders pafled their goods under the Englifh name to evade the

cuftoms, he muft, to avoid the oppreffion of the poor, wholly

annihilate the colledion. With regard to the releafe of the

agents, he wrote, that when his fhould be liberated from Cal-

cutta, and arrive at Monghyr, he would fet theirs free.

This determination offended the prevailing party in council;

who faid it was intended to aftront them, by putting them on

a footing with common merchants; that if he meant to live in

amity with the Englilh, he muft excufe their trade, as formerly,

and coliedt from others ; to attain which objedis, they would

fend two of their body to the navob as ambafladors. Mr. Van-
littart, being in a minority, was obliged to execute the refolu-

tion of council, and Meffieurs Amyatt and Hay were fent to

Monghyr i but he wrote privately to Meer Caufim, entreating

him for his own fake to comply for the prefent with their de-

mands, however difagreeable it might be to him, as a little time

would bring orders from Europe, that would fatisfy his utmofl

wifhes; but if by his raflinefs he fhould provoke a war, it

would be out of his power to heal the breach. The navob

fhewed this letter to Goorgeen Khan, and alked his advice how
to a<ft, thinking, that as he had lived among the EngUfh and

had a * brother fettled at Calcutta, he was weU informed of their

genius and cuftoms. This man, inconfiderate, and conceited of

his own abilities, recommended a difregard to the governor's ad-

vice, faying, that the prefent was a ftruggle for fuperiority be-

tween the navob and the Engliih, and if he gave up, he would

daily become more degraded, but that if he now adted with

refolution, they would be obliged to fubmit. Meer Caufim was

overcome by his argument, and determined to follow his advice.

Apprehending that the banker Juggutt Seet, in cafe of a war,

might
» Fetrufe, an eminent Armenian merchant.
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might affift the Englifli, as he had before done in the depofi-

tion of Serauje ad Dowlah and on his own acceflSon to the

mufnud, he fent for him and his brother to Monghyr, where

he commanded them to fettle, and placed fpies to obferve their

condu<fl.
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Thefe two perfons were grandfons to Juggutt Seet Futteh

Chund, the principal merchant and banker of Hindooftan, and

inherited his immenfe wealth. They could pay a bill of ex-

change at fight for a * corore of rupees. When, during the firft

invafion of the Mharattas in the time of Mahabut Jung, their

warehoufes were plundered of two corores, the lofs was confi-

dered by them as trifling. Even at this time, when, fince the

power of the Englifli their bufinefs has decreafed, every one of

their defcendants is in a flate of opulence and high credit.".

When Meer Caufim heard of the ambaffadors' arrival at Moor-

ihudabad, he fent Abdoolla SufFevee and me to meet him ; ob-

ferving, that as we were intimate acquaintance of Mr. Amyatt's,

he would fpeak before us without referve, fo as to enable us to

inform him of the true object of the miffion. He fent with us

twenty runners, a writer, and two head fpies, who were to at-

tend us, difguifed as fervants, whenever we fhould vifit the

Englifli gentlemen, or they us, . with orders to communicate daily

to the writer what at fuch times they might hear or fee; the

particulars of which were to be conveyed to the neareft pofl:,

and forwarded by exprefs for -his information. Under fuch cir-

cumfl:ances we proceeded, and met Mr. Amyatt at Gunga Per-

fand

;

» A million fterling.

' In the native adminiftrations, this houfe was fecurity for the renters of re-

venue ; and thus the coUeflions in general pafled through their hands; Of late

years, the Seets have leffened their concerns. Their houfe was plundered of a

vaft fum by Meer Caufim, when he began his war with the Englifti, but Is

yet very wealthy and refpedable.
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faud ; but during our embrace at the firfl: interview, contrived

to hint to him that we were accompanied by fpies, which pre-

vented him from talking too freely. We had feveral converfa-

tions in our way to Monghyr, all of which were conveyed to

the navob, by ourfelves and the fpies ; but one day, to obviate

his fufpicions of our referve, I faid to Mr. Amyatt, ** What
*' are the true obje(fts of your embafly ? we are well wifhers

*' to both parties, and if you would communicate your fentiments

'* freely, we will declare what we think for the benefit of both."

Mr. Amyatt, with a loud voice, replied, " You, natives, fpeak
•* before us what you think will pleafe us, and in prefence of
** the navob, what will pleafe him, fo that neither can learn

** the truth; therefore I am come as ambaflador, that he may
** know our real fentiments and we his, without intervention,

.

** and I have no occafion for your confidence or advice." We
wrote the above to the navob, as did the fpies alfo; and we
often repeated our requeft to the Englifh gentlemen, that he

might not fufpedt us to be negledful of his commands. At

length, on our arrival at Bhaugulpore, we received an order, fet-

ing forth, that as the Englifh gentlemen would nOt open their

minds to us, our flay with them was unnecefTary. Upon this

we took leave, and haftened before them to Monghyr. When
we arrived, the navob afked us feveral queftions, and then dif-

milTed usj but in a few hours after fent for me again. When
I reached the palace, Goorgeen Khan was fitting with him, to

whom the navob was relating what I had faid. I fat down at

a diftance with Ali Ibrahim Khan. At length the navob called

me to him, defiring that I would repeat what I had heard from

the Englifh, to Goorgeen Khan. I did fo ; and the navob Shew-

ing figns of anger and unbehef, Goorgeen Khan obferved, that

if the breafl of an Englifhman was to be cut open with a dag-

ger, it would be impolTible to difcover the fentiments of his

heart: then turning to me, he continued his queflions. I had

not
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not faid much, when he impatiently exclaimed, " Why are you

" fo tedious? I will afk you only your opinion on four points.

** What are the caufes of Mr. Amyatt's coming? Does he in-

" tend treachery to the navob? Is he come as a fpy, to learn

** the ftate of the fort and army? Is he come with friendly or

inimical defigns ?" I was much diftrefled, but replied, ** I am
aftoniiLed at your queftions, after declaring that it is impoffi-

ble to difcover the fentiments of an Englifhman, even if you

cut his breaft open with a dagger. How fhould I learn Mr.

Amyatt's thoughts ? As for treachery, he is without troops,

and therefore has more caufe to apprehend it, than form de-

figns of praftifing it on others. With refpe<5l to being a fpy,

every one who enters the fort muft make obfervations, fo

" that he has no caufe to come himfelf for information. As
to his intentions, they are thefe, to learn the fentiments of

the navob from himfelf to the Englifh. If they are friendly,

** he will be fo too; but if not, a rupture will certainly enfue

" between his government and ours." The navob approved what

I had faid, and difmifled me; but Goorgeen Khan was much
difpleafed.
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Three days after the above converfatlon Mr. Amyatt arrived

at Monghyr, and was viiited by the navob. The next day Mr.
Amyatt returned the vifit, accompanied by Mr. Hay, captain

Johnfon, and Mr. Gulfton, an amiable young man, who fpoke

the Perfic fluently, and two or three other gentlemen. Thofe

were meerly viiits of ceremony ; feveral others pafTed, in which

there were warm arguments and upbraidings on the part of the

navob and the ambaffadors. At one, Mr. Amyatt being treated

difrefpedlfully by the attendants at the palace gate, complained

of the infult -, which the navob attributed to the ignorance of

his fervants : but Mr. Amyatt knev/ they dared not a<ft info-

VoL. II. F f f lently
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lently without the pleafure of their mafter, and bore the affront

in his mind, though, from politenefs he accepted the excufes.

Another day, Mr. Gulfton and captain Johnfon, agreeably to

the cuftom of the Enghfh, taking a ride into the country, were

rtopped by fome horfemen and 'peons, who threatened to fire

upon them if they proceeded. They complained to the navob,

who pleaded ignorance of the mifbehaviour of his people. Such

occvirrences as thefe threw daily impediments in the way of

friendfhip. The navob confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan and

other principal fervants, who advifed amity and forbearance to

the Engliih j which he would often determine upon, but as often

altered his opinion, from the incendiary councils of Goorgeen

Khan. At length, Ali Ibrahim Khan freely told him, " That
** if he chofe not to follow his advice, he wifhed to be excufed

** from his councils j but that whether he meant war or peace
*• with the Englifh, it was unbecoming his own dignity and the

*' ufage of Rates, to affront their ambafTadors, whom he ought
** rather to diflinguifh more kindly than ever." Meer Caulim

was alarmed, and altered his behaviour; upon which Goorgeen

Khan left off attending the durbar.

At this time, fome Englifh boats laden with goods and five

hundred mufquets on the way to Patna, were flopped by Goor-

geen Khan ; upon which Mr. Amyatt remonflrated to the navob,

but in vain. Ali Ibrahim Khan reprefented, that the navob was

wrong in reflraining them, for, if the Englifh wifhed for war,

the addition of five hundred mufquets was of little confequence.

Upon this the navob afked, if he would declare this opinion

before Goorgeen Khan. He anfwered. Certainly. Meer Caufim

then fent him to him, with Raja Nobut Roy, to aik his opi^

nion i but the Armenian infolently exclaimed, " I am a foldier,

* and
* Foot foldiers.
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** and have no buiinefs to advife ; let the navob confult with
*' his minillers, and call for me only in the day of battle."

Raja Nobut Roy being intimidated, was filentj but Ali Ibrahim

Khan replied, " The navob afks the advice of his general, and

" it is plain he has ever a(fted from it. Why then do you not

" give your opinion what you think will be for his intereft."

Goorgeen Khan, placing his hands expanded together, faid, ** The
" navob and the Englifh are like thefe, equal." Then, fold-

ing the fingers of one hand, he exclaimed, ** If the navob re»

•* folutely oppofes Mr. Amyatt, he will be like this hand, over

" the other; but if he fubmits to his demand, the contrary,

** cruflied and overpowered. He is the mafter, let him ad: as

" he chufes." Ali Ibrahim Khan communicated this to the

navob without referve. All thoughts of conciliation were laid

afide, and he prepared for war. Mr. Amyatt, feeing his flay

was ufelefs, demanded his difmiffion ; which at firft was refufed,

but, after much argument, the navob permitted him and the

other gentlemen to depart, keeping Mr. Hay as an hoftage for

his agents in confinement at Calcutta, till they /liould be difcharged.
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Mr. Amyatt on his departure frorti Monghyr wrote to Mr.

Ellis, the chief of Patna, to be upon his guard, as the difagree-

ment with the navob, mull fhortly break out into an open rup-

ture. Mr. Ellis, who regarded a declaration of war as certain

when Mr. Amyatt fiiould reach Calcutta, having allowed as many
days as he thought would carry him out of danger from the

navob's troops, refolved to pofiefs himfelf of the city of Patna

by furprize. Accordingly, near day break in the morning of

Friday, the twelfth of Zeekaud, 1176, captain Carflairs, with a ^^^ ^^^

detachment of Europeans and fepoys, fcaled the walls with little

oppofition, the guards being moflly off their pofls, not fufped-

ing an attack. He then formed his troops into two divifions,

and matched firing towards the citadel^ each diviiion by a fe-

F f f 2 parate
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parate llreet. Meer Mhadee Khan, the foubahdar, being inform-

ed of the attack, coliefted as many of his garrifon as he could,

and oppofed the enemy ; but, after a fhort ftruggle, fled by way
of the eaftern gate, with his followers, out of the city towards

Monghyr. An officer named Mahummud Ameen Khan, retired

into the palace of Chehul Settoon, refolved to defend it; and

Laal Sing, the commander of the garrifon in the citadel, ihut

the gates, and fired from the walls. Except thefe two places,

the whole city was now in the poileffion of the Englifli, whofc

troops, contrary to their ufual cuftom, feparated and began to

plunder the houfes of the inhabitants. Meer Mhadee Khan on

his arrival at Futwah, about fix miles from the city, met a de-

tachment which had been fent to reinforce him from Mong-
hyr, and hearing alfb of the refinance in the palace and citadel,

he refolved to attempt recovering the city from the Englifh,

and marched along the banks of the Ganges towards the eaftern

gate. The Englifh on his approach drew up under the walls,

with two pieces of cannon in their front, upon the bridge over

the ditch ; but were obliged to relinquifh their poft by a fevere

difcharge of rockets ; and having fpiked the cannon, they re-

tired towards their fadlory, and were purfued by the enemy.

The remainder of the Englifli in the city, being alarmed, fol-

lowed the example of their companions, and having gained the

fadlory, fliut the gates. This being furrounded by the enemy,

about midnight they retreated to their cantonments at Baukipore,

and from thence in boats up the river to Chopperah, and to-

wards the frontiers of Shujah ad Dowlahj but being attacked

by the fojedaur of Sirkaur Saran, were obliged to lay down
their arms, aud furrender themfelves prifoners, when they were
fent in confinement to Monghyr.

The navob Meer Caufim, upon Intelligence of this fuccefi

of his arms, ifllued immediate orders to the officers of the feveral

diftridts
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diftrids to flaughter every Engliflintan in them. Mr. Amyatt,

unfortunately for him, was at Moorfhudabad at this time. It

was in vain that he defired to be fent prifoner to the navob.

A Jemmautdaur, named Shawfowaur Beg, put him to death with

his companions, and fent their heads to Meer Caufim. The
Englifh factory at Caufimbazar was plundered the fame day.

When intelligence of this event reached Calcutta, Mr. Van-

fittart wrote to Syed Mahummud Khan, governor of Moorfhud-

abad, threatening him for his cruelty; obferving that the mur-

der of ambaffadors was againft the law of nations, for which

he fhould fuffer, if it had been done without the orders of the

navob his mafter ; but if Meer Caufim had commanded it, he

fhould fee what the Almighty had determined. A council was

held, but Mr. Vanfittart being much indifpofed, and unable to

attend, he deputed Mr. Haftings to deliver his fentiments to the A. D. 1763.

members i but fome difpute arifing in the violence of debate

between Mr. Batfon and Mr. Haftings, the governor hearing of

it, was alarmed for their fafety, and, ill as he was, ordered him-

felf to be carried to the council. Upon his defiring to know
the pleafure of the members, the majority declared for war with

Meer Caufim, and the reftoration of Meer Jaffier to the muf-

nud; which being determined upon, he was proclaimed at Cal-

cutta, and preparations made- for his march againft the enemy.

Meer Caufim Khan, on the probabiUty of a rupture with

the Englifh, had ordered Mahummud Tukkee Khan, foje-

daur of Beerboom, to march with his troops in order to oppofe

the pafTage of an enemy over the » Bhaugruttee j and Syed Ma-
hummud Khan, governor of Moorfhudabad, was diredted to affift

him with what troops he could fpare from the defence of the

city. A reinforcement was alfo fent from Monghyr j but on its

arrival
» The river near Moorfhudabad.
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arrival on the banks of the river, the chiefs in command re-

fufed to crofs, though Mahummud Tukkee reprefented the ne-

ceffity of their afting in conjundion.

At this time a fmall detachment of Englifli fepoys was on

its way to join the army at Calcutta. Hybut Oollah Khan,

the commander of the Monghyr troops, refolved to intercept it ;

but the Englifli defended themfelves in a village during a whole

day againft his attacks; and being joined by a battalion from

Burdwan during the night, they marched out in the morning

to give him battle, in which they were fuccefsful, and piirfued

their route. The next day Mahummud Tukkee Khan attacked

them. Succefs was for fome time doubtful. He had two horfes

killed under him, and had mounted a third, when a ball lodg-

ing in his forehead, he expired, and his followers fled, yielding

up the vi(5tory to the Englifli. In this engagement, Hybut Oollah

and the other chiefs from Monghyr flood at a diflance, out of

danger, and upon the defeat, fled towards the city. The Eng-

lifh committed their wounded enemies to the care of their phy-

ficians, and remained two or three days on the field of battle,

when they proceeded. Syed Mahummud Khan, upon intelligence

of the defeat, without taking any meafures for the defence of

Moorfhudabad, or even fecuring the effects of Meer Caufim, fled

from the city; upon which Mahummud Eeeruch Khan, the

father in law of Serauje ad Dowlah, aflliming the command in

the name of Meer Jaffier, went to meet him. In a few days

Meer Jaffier with the Englifh army arrived at the capital, and

proclaimed fecurity to the inhabitants. After a fhort fl:ay, he

proceeded towards Monghyr, to engage the army of Meer Cau-
fim, which was advancing fi-om that fortrefs.

Meer Caufim Khan, upon intelligence of the defeat and

death of Mahummud Tukkee Khan, was much alarmed. He
ordered
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ordered the remnant of the beaten army to take pod at Sootee,

and reinforced them with fix thoufand horfe under Affud Ool-

iah Khan, fojedaur of Terhoot, the rocket men of Meer Nafir,

and feven or eight battahons of fepoys, with fixteen pieces of

cannon, commanded by Maulkar an Armenian, and Sumroo a

German, in order to oppofe the advance of the enemy. Sheer

AU Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah, with the troops of that diftrid:,

alfo joined them.
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On Tuefday, the feventh of Mohirrim, 11 77, the Englifli A. D. 1763,

krtny reached Sootee, and an engagement took place, which

ended in the fuccefs of the enemies of Meer Caulim, though

they did not exceed more than three thoufand men, Europeans

a:nd fepoys. The defeated army fled without halting till they

reached the brook of Oodwah, on the banks of which Meer
Caufim had thrown up flrong entrenchments. Meer Caulim

had, upon the former defeat, fent !his women and treafures for

fecurity to the fort of Rhotas, and he now prepared to march

in perfon to Oodwah from Monghyr. As he was naturally prone

to fhed blood, and this difpoficion was encreafed by the infti-

gation of Goorgeen Khan, in this feafon of alarm, he refolved

on the flaughter of feveral perfons, whom he had imprifoned

on fufpicion^ of their fidelity. The principal of thcfe were.

Raja Ramnarain, Raja Raujeboolub, Meeraun's dewan, the Roy-

royan, Ameed Ram, with his fon. Raja Futteh Sing of Tee-

kaury, and feveral other principal zemindars. All thefe he

put to death ; and it is faid, the firfl was drowned with a bag •

of fand tied round his neck. The Englifh captives were con-

fined more .ftrictly, and Goorgeen Khan advifed their death; but .

the navob had a private reafon in his own breaft for as yet

preferving their lives. His army, according to the wretched

cultom of Hindooftan in a feafon of diftrefs, be^an to be dif-

orderly; but he kept them from mutiny by gentlenefs, and

marched.
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marched as far as the Nullah of Chinnanuggur, where he halt-

ed, and detached feveral bodies to join the troops at Oodwah.

He would have fent Goorgeen Khan to command, but the Ar-

menian evaded his wifhes, by pretending that he had vowed to

remain for the defence of his perfon, from which he could not

feparate.

At this time, Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had fled from the

perfecution of his relation Shujah ad Dowlah the vizier, came

to ofi'er his fervices, with his followers ; which Meer Caufim

gladly accepted, and fent him to join the troops at Oodwah.

Thefe, confiding in the ftrength of their fituation, were immerfed

in floth and pleafure, felf-fecure from the attack of an enemy,

but too cowardly to oiFer battle. Meerza Nujeef Khan fhortly

after his arrival at the camp, willing to delerve the favour of

Meer Caufim, having feledted a band in whom he could con-

fide, ifliied one night from the entrenchments, and fording a

piece of water in the rear of the Englifh camp, where Meer
Jaffier's tents were pitched, attacked the enemy about daybreak.

Meer Jaffier fled to his boats; but his allies coming Ipeedily

to his affifliance, repulfed Nujeef Khan ; who, however, fre-

quently alarmed them by fimilar attacks. Thefe occafioned the

EnglHh to endeavour to explore the way by which he came
upon them, but for fome days in vain.

At length, a deferter from their camp, who had embraced
the navob Meer Caufim's fervice, of which he had grown weary,
and wi{hed to return to his countrymen, having obferved the

route of Nujeef Khan, one night purfued it, and fording the

lake, placed flakes to mark the paflage. Reaching the camp
of the Englifh, he communicated the difcovery he had made,
and oiFered himfelf as guide to furprize the enemy, on condi-
tion that he fhould be pardoned his defertion, which was readily

granted.
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granted. Scaling ladders being prepared, on the night fixed for A FI 1177.

the attack, the grenadiers of the army, putting their cartouch A. D. 1763,

boxes on their heads, began to ford the lake. It was agreed,

that on their afcending the entrenchments a portfire fhould be

lighted, as a fignal to the camp, when an attack was alfo to

be made on a bridge over the brook of Oodwah. The grena-

diers, after a difficult march of near a mile up to the waift in

water, gained the fhore under the entrenchments. The guards,

depending on the improbability of an enemy's eroding the lake,

were afleep; and the Englifli, mounting the walls by their

ladders, entered the camp. At this time, a trumpeter awaking,

difcovered them, but was difpatched by a bayonet before he

could found an alarm. They lighted their portfire and rufhed

upon the fleeping guards. At the fame inftant, the Englifh

from the camp attacked the bridge, and made a heavy dif-

charge of cannon and howitzers. The grenadiers commenced

a dreadful firing within, with great flaughter. The enemy were

too much confufed to refift them, and every one tried only to

effedt his efcape from between two fires, the Englifh troops

having now forced the bridge and entered on that lide. Mal-

kaur and Sumroo had fled with their battalions on the firfl

alarm, and fuifered little lofs^ but numbers of the other troops

^yere killed by the fire of the Engliih, and many drowned in

crofling a brook in their flight. Afliid Oollah Khan, deferted

by his attendants, was obliged to run fome diflance on foot be-

fore he could procure a horfe. Meerza Nujeef Khan with his

followers fled into the hills. A great plunder fell into the

hands of the vidtors, with little lofs on their fide.

The intelligence of this defeat plunged Meer Caufim into

defpair. He left his camp privately the night after, hallened to

Monghyr, and was followed by his army the next day in great

diforder. At Monghyr he remained a few days to fecure his

Vol. II. G g g effeds.
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efFecls, and revive the exhaufted fpirits of the troops. At this

time. All Ibrahim Khan advifed him to releafe the Englifli

prifoners, and permit them to join their friends, as a means of

foftening their refentment; but, at all events, if he did not

chufe to releafe the men, to fend the vs^omen in boats with

a melTage to major Adams. Meer Caufim advifed with Goor-

geen Khan, who refufed his alTent. Arab Ali Khan with two
battalions of fepoys, being left to garrifon Monghyr, the navob

moved towards Patna, carrying with him the Englifh captives,

who fulFered great hardships from the want of proper accom-

modations. When he approached the *Rowah Nullah, he halt-

ed, intending to make a ftand -, but this refolution was laid

alide by the fudden death of Goorgeen Khan.

This man was univerfally hated by the troops for his fevcrity

and pride. He had introduced the Englifh difcipline, and wanted,

like them, to keep up the fame order and refped: in time of

diftrefs as of good fortune, never conlidering that they poffefs

qualities peculiar to themfelves, which enable them to maintain

fuch order over their fervants at all times. He had the pre-

fumption to flatter himfelf, that an Armenian, always ufed to

trade, could oblige Grangers to fubmit to a difcipline they had

never been accuftomed to.

To proceed: Meer Caufim halted a few cofs from the

Rowah. Goorgeen Khan, according to cuflom, remained to

guard the rear of the army. He was fitting in a fmall tent,,

when feme troopers came to demand their pay. He gave them
abufive language, which they returned ; and being enraged, he

called for his attendants to carry them to the guard; but the

troopers, drawing their fabres, cut him down, and made their

efcape. Confufion prevailed in the camp, and Malkaur fired

fome
^ A rivulet in Bahar.
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fome fliot at the murderers. The report of the cannon reached

the navob, who, thinking the Englifli had attacked Goorgeen

Khan, was £o alarmed, that he mounted his elephant and fled.

The troops followed his example, and during the whole night

were employed in eroding a bridge of boats thrown acrofs the

Rowali. Meer Cauiim now advanced haflily to Patna.

On his way, he put to death the two bankers, Juggutt Sect

and Raja Serroop Chund. On his arrival near the city, he

halted for fome days at the gardens of Jaffier Khan, and en-

trufted the defence of Patna to Mahummud Ameen Khan.

Upon hearing that the enemy had taken Monghyr, in a fit of

rage, he ordered Sumroo to put the Englifh prifoners to death

;

who, notwithflanding his being of one of the [eQ:s of chriflians,

complied with the order. He proceeded during the night to

the houfe of Hajee Ahmud, brother to Mahabut Jung, where

they were confined, and difpatched them, his fepoys firing into

their apartments. It is faid, they made what refiftance they

could, by throwing bottles and ftones at their murderers. I

have heard alfo, that a few days before, they had endeavoured

to bribe their guards to give them arms, with a defign of

effeding their efcape, or dying in the attempt. Dodtor Ful-

larton was the only one who was fpared, he having been of

great fervice in his profelliori to feveral chiefs, and elteemed by

Meer Caufim.
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The morning after this mafiacre, of which I was ignorant,

I happened to go to the durbar, and after ibme time was

fifing to take leave, when the navob defired me to ftay, fay-

ing, that a friend of mine was coming; but immediately after

ordered me to depart, and he would fend for me when he came.

I repaired to my tent, and in a ftiort time was called by a

meflenger from Meer Caufim. Soon after my arrival, Dodlor

G g g 2 Fullarton



4-28 HISTORY OF BENGAL.

Fullarton was brought to the durbar in an Indian drefs, and

according to the culloni of our country, prefented fome rupees

as an ottering, which the navob refuied, faying, " This has not

" been ufual between usj" and embraced him, commanding him

to fit near me, which he did. Meer Caufim, addrefling him,

fild, " How can you jullify treachery to friends ? You received

" the EngHili troops into your houfe, on pretence of indifpofi-

'•' tion, to furprize my people." The Doftor with much for-

titude rephed, " I fear not death; you have murdered my
" companions, and may kill me; but I am innocent of the

*' charge of treachery, as you may find on enquiry from my
" neighbours, and one of them, Ukkedutmund Khan, is prefent."

As this charge was without foundation, it was immediately dif-

proved by the khan and others ; upon which the navob fpoke

kindly, and told him he might go to Calcutta, or flay with

him, as fuited his inclination. Tne dodlor prudently dechned

the former offer. Meer Caufim hoped, that through liim Mr.

Vanfittart might be induced to grant him peace, and defired me
to retire with him, and found him on the fubjed. I did fo;

but the Do<flor declared, that after the maflacre of Mr. Amyatt

and fo many Englifhmen, a reconciliation was impoflible. Upon
my communicating this, the navob called him to him, and

queftioned him himfelf; but receiving the fame reply, defifted

from urging him further on the bufinefs, faying, that '* fince he
*' would not go to Calcutta, he might ffcay where he pleafed." The
doctor requefted he would fix him a refidence ; and the navob

ordered Ali Ibrahim Khan to give him a houfe in the city, but

to put perfons over him, to take care that he did not converfe

with his people : he alfo took the bail of Himmut Ali KhUn for

his fecurity.

The Englifh, having had Monghyr delivered up to them by

the treachery of the governor, Arab Ali Khan, were advancing

faft
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faft towards Patna; upon v/hich Meer Caufim moved to Bik-

krum Serai, fome diflance from the city, ftationing troops in

different ports to keep up the communication with his camp.
About this time. Dr. Fullarton having efcaped with his bail's-

man to the Dutch fadory, croiTed the river in a fmall boat,

and joined fome Englifh troops who were on the oppolite bank.
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The Englifli army, arriving at Patna, gained pofTeffion of that

city with little trouble, the walls being in a ruinous flate, and

unable to fland againft cannon. Meer Caufim now retreated to-

wards the frontiers of Bahar, and fent for his women and trea-

fures from the fort of Rhotas, intending to retire into the country

of the vizier for protedtion. Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had

experienced the treachery of Shujah ad Dowlah, advifed hiai

againft putting himfelf into his power, offering if he would trufl

him with the command of his troops to tire out the Englifh,

by falfe attacks and cutting off their fupplies from the country,

while Meer Caufim might remain fecurely at Rhotas. The
navob refufed his offers, alleging, that the air of Rhotas was

dangeroufly unhealthy j but it is probable he was fearful of giv-

ing him the command of the army. Nujeef Khan then pro-

pofed his returning into ' Bondelcund, and calling the Mharattas

to his afTifhancci but this he declined, from a dread of the ra-

pacity of thofe marauders i and refolved to join the emperor and

vizier. Intelligence now arrived that the EngliiL were rapidly

advancing, and had lent a detachment over the river to oppofe

his retreat on that lide ; which fo alarmed him, that he moved

immediately to Saffaram, and the next day continued his march

to the banks of the rivulet Dergautty. Here the troops became

clamorous for payment of their arrears, and the camp was a

fcene of confufion. The next morning Nujeef Khan took his

leave

•A territorj' weft of the Jurr.na, belonging to a tribe of Raajepootes called

Bondeias.
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leave, not chufing to truft himfelf in the vizier's country, when
the navob prefented him with a lac and half of rupees, and

five elephants. At this time, a treaty under the vizier's feal,

promifing by oath on the Koraun protedlion and affiftance, ar-

riving, Meer Caufim crofTed the » Carumnafla, and entered the

diflrid of Bulvvund Sing, fubjedt to Shujah ad Dowlah. He pro-

ceeded to Banaras, where he halted fome days, and difcharged

a confiderable part of his troops, keeping only his difciplined

fepoys, artillery, and a feled:ed body of cavalry. Meerza Nu-
jeef Khan retired into Bondelcund, and entered into the fervice

of the raja of that country.

The emperor and Shujah ad Dowlah being encamped at Ale-

abad, preparatory to an expedition into Bondelcund, Meer Cau-

fim, marched to join them. Upon his arrival within a few cofs

of the camp, the vizier came in great pomp to meet him,

and was received with equal magnificence, faperb tents being

pitched for his reception, and the troops ranged in two lines

fi-om them to a great diftance. Meer Caufim and his principal

attendants in rich drefles met him at the entrance of his tent,

when the two navobs embraced and fat down on the fame muf-

nud. After a fhort converfation and the ufual ceremony of va-

luable prefents of rich cloths, jewels and elephants on the part

of Meer Caufim, they mounted an elephant together, and re-

paired to vifit the emperor. The day following, Meer Caufim

returned the vizier's vifit, and was received with the highefi:

honours, and encouraged by promifes of his utmoft: efforts to

recover Bengal from the hands of the Englifh. A few days

after, he prefented to the vizier, jewels to the amount of fome

lacs of rupees, a chariot drawn by elephants fumptuoufly capa-

rifoned with embroidered houfings to his begum, and very va-

luable

• A river feparating Bahar and Banaras, then belonging to Shujah ad Dowlah,
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luablc gifts to his mother, who had honoured Meer Caufim

with the appellation of fon.

Meer Caufim preffing Shujah ad Dowlah to lofe no time in

marching againft the Englifli, he pleaded that he was at pre-

fent employed againfl the Bondelas, who had refufed payment

of their revenues; upon which Meer Caufim offered to reduce

them with his battalions ; and the vizier confenting, he crofled the

Jumna, and laid liege fuccefsfully to one of their forts. The
enemy, alarmed at this lofs, and impreffed with awe by the bat-

talions of fepoys clothed after the European mode, their fuperior

difcipline, and the artillery, offered fubmifTion through Nujeef

Khan; and Meer Caufim, having adjufted affairs to the fatis-

facftion of the vizier, returned to his camp. It was now agreed to

march againfl the Englifh, and the allied armies moved to Ba-

naras, to make preparations, Meer Caufim promifing to pay the

vizier • eleven lacs of rupees monthly, from the day he ihould

crofs the Ganges into the province of Bahar, till the conclufioa

of the war.

43>

A bridge of boats being thrown acrofs the Ganges, the al-

lied armies began their march, in numbers not to be reckoned,

covering the country far as the eye could reach ; but, from the

ignorance of the generals, and want of difcipline, murdering

and plundering each other. It was not an army, but rather, a

moving nation. Some of his more difcerning miniflers reprefented

to the vizier, that he fhould not trufl to fuperiority of num-

bers againfl the Englifh, or engage them in a general adlion,

but rather feledl his befl troops, and leave the refl, with his

womSn and the fuperfluous followers of the camp, on his fron-

tiers, when he would be fure of vicflory by harafling the ene-

my with continued alarms and cutting off fupplies of provifions;

ia
' One hundred and ten thoufand pounds.
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in which cafe, they would by degrees be obliged to retreats

The vizier, vain of his power, liflened not to advice, and thought

meanly of the Englifh j who on their parts, fatigued with the

late campaign during a rainy feafon, and alarmed at the reports

of the abilities of the vizier and the vaflnefs of his army, had

marched from Buxar, and were retreating towards Patna. The
emperor, Shujah ad Dowlah, and Meer Caufim, having entered

the province of Bahar, followed them, their diforderly troops

fpreading defolation for miles round their line of march j which

fo much difgufted the inhabitants, who before were anxious for

the fuccefs of the vizier, that they changed their wifhes into

prayers for the fuccefs of the Englifh, who had never molefted

them. The Englifh having placed their heavy baggage and

fuperfluous followers in Patna, returned as far as Arole to op-

pofe the allies ; but, finding themfelves unable to keep the field,

retreated again to the neighbourhood of that city, and threw

up entrenchments to defend themfelves, being clofely purfued by
the enemy ; who, elated by this fuccefs, became flill more
confident of vidiory.

Shujah ad Dowlah, after halting one day at Phulwauree,

about four Englifh miles from Patna, marched the next morning
to attack the enemy, who defended themfelves gallantly againll

three feveral afiaults j and on the approach of night, the vizier

returned to his tents, having lofh a great number of men by
the enemy's fire. Meer Caufim greatly oifended his ally by
flaying at a great diflance with his battalions, and neglecting to

move to his aflifiiance when required. Nothing farther was at-

tempted for fome days, the vizier being indifpofed, according

to one report, from a wound he had received in the adriorr, and

by another, of a violent eruption of boils. On his recovery,

he moved his camp to the fouth of the city, but did nothing,

except now and then ihewing himfelf under arms, major
Carnac,
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Carnac, the Engliili commander, with Mhadee Khan, who had

joined him from the army of Meer Caufim, and a few fepoys,

being one day reconnoitring, met the vizier, who was riding

for the fame purpofe, with fome of his attendants, ignorant of

each other, they began firing at a diftance. Upon their nearer

approach, the vizier was known, and pointed out by Meer Mha-
dee to the major, who fent for a reinforcement. A fkirmifh was
kept up, till more Englifli troops advancing, one of the vizier's

attendants rode haftily to his camp, to give the alarm of his

danger, and the vizier, feeing the fuperiority of the enemy,

turned his horfe and made his efcape.

433

A month elapfed in inadlivity; and the rains approaching,

the allies, not chufing to remain longer before Patna, retreated

towards Buxar, where they continued, intending to return after

the wet feafon. My father, who had come from his jaghire to

pay his refpedts to the emperor, was in the camp; and I, be-

ing difgufted with Meer Caufim, had left his fervice and joined

his majefty. Dodtor Fullarton, with whom and feveral other

Englifhmen I was intimately acquainted, had frequently written

to me to perfuade the emperor to quit the vizier, and join them.

I communicated this to my father, obferving, that fuch a ftep

would certainly prove for his maj-efty's welfare, as, from the ir-

regularity of the allied army, the Englifli muft in the end be

vid:orious. My father and Moneer ad Dowlah propofed it to

the emperor i who, weary of the negled; and difrefped: (hewn

him by Shujah ad Dowlah, wifhed to free himfelf from his

hands, and join the Englifh. His i^.^^efty accordingly wrote a

letter with his own hand, teftify' ig his wifhes of accepting the

fervices of the Englifh, and definng that they would regard as

his fentiments only what was conveyed in his own hand writing,

or through me by meflage. With this letter I departed for

Patna, my father at the fame time retiring to his jaghire. Upon
Vol. II. H h h my
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my arrival, I found that a great coolnefs had taken place between

major Carnac and Dr. Fullarton. I was hov/ever introduced to

the former, in prefence of the navob Meer Jaffier, and deliver-

ed the letter, which the major received with great refped:, plac-

ing it, according to cuftom, on his head. Upon hearing the

contents, he told me, " That as his majefty was not at prefent

" in a fituation to adt from himfelf, but dependant on the vizier,

" he could not obey his orders, or negotiate with him." An
anfwer was given me; but as I faw my endeavours w^ere vain,

I fent it to the emperor by a courier, and returned home. The
major having given the letter to his fervant Sadooram, he dif-

patched a copy to Shittabroy, the deputy of Beny Bahadur, mi-
niller to the vizier.

During my ftay at my father's jaghire, I heard of the vizier's

confining Meer Caufim and confifcating his elFedls; the particu-

tars of which, as given me afterwards by Ah Ibrahim Khan, I

(hall relate.

Meer Caufim had agreed to pay the vizier for his afiiflancc

eleven lacs of rupees monthly during the war; but, finding that

it was likely to be of long continuance, he wifiied to be out of

his power, in cafe his refources fhould fail him before the

conclufion. With this view he made a requeft to the vizier,

through Ali Ibrahim Khan, that he would permit him to march

towards Moorfliudabad and colled: the revenues of the coun-

try, which he could readily efi^ed, while the Englifh had the

vizier to employ their attention. Shujah, in reply, exprefled

fears that Meer Caufim might not return to him again, but

faid, he would detach another perfon to raife contributions in

his name; which however he never did, and Meer Caufim re-

ceived no fupply from the provinces. A few days afterwards,

the vizier demanded payment of his fubfidy, and Meer Caufim

pleaded
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pleaded inability. Shujah ad Dowlah then pretended that the

emperor was prefling for the Bengal tribute, and had refolved

to fend his officers to feize his effedls. Upon this, Meer Cau-
fim difpatched Ali Ibrahim Khan to befeech the protediion of

his ally from the royal demands j but the vizier replied, that

he could not interfere, and he mufl fettle his accounts with

the emperor. Meer Caufim was covered with defpair, and ad-

vifed with Ali Ibrahim Khanj who recommended him to pay

the demands of the vizier, if he had money; or if he had not,

to go to him himfelf, and remind him of his promifes of pro-

tediion. Meer Caufim negleding this, thought it fafeft to ^af-

fume the habit of a devotee, thinking that the vizier would

relent, not chufing to have it faid of him, that he had reduced

an ally to fuch a fituation. The next morning, he with his

friends afTumed facred habits, and, laying alide the mufnud, feat-

ed himfelf on a bare mat. Intelligence of this proceeding being

carried to Shujah ad Dowlah, he afFeded much concern, and re-

paired to Meer Caufim j whom, after much argument and affurances

of friendfliip, he prevailed upon to change his habit, and re-

affume his ufual fliate. A few days after this event, Sumroo

the German, who commanded the difciplined battalions, fur-

rounded the tents of Meer Caufim, clamorous for pay ; and the

navob having no rupees, was obliged to fatisfy them with, gold

from his haram ; after which he told Sumroo, that as it was

not in his power to keep them longer, he muft difcharge them

his fervice j but defired he would deliver the arms and accou-

trements of the fepoys, with the cannon, to the officer of his

arfenal. Sumroo infolently replied, that they now belonged to

thofe who poflefled them, and treacherouHy deferted with the

battalions to the vizier, who received him into his fervice j and

H h h 2 being
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Doing this is regarded as a great refle£lion on a patron.
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being now convinced that Meer Caufim had a fecret treafure,

refolved to feize it.

The following night, Monfieur Gentil, a Frenchman, for-

merly in the fervice of Meer Caulira, but now of the vizier,

coming with five or fix of his countrymen to the tents of Ali

Ibrahim Khan, with whom he was intimately acquainted, in-

formed him, that on the morrow Meer Caufim would be taken

prifoner and his effedts feized by the vizier, when there would

be much confufion in the camp; on which account, left any

injury fhould happen to his friend, he had brought his country-

men to ftay with him till the danger fhould be over. Ali Ibra-

him Khan thanked him for his friendlhip, but declined accept-

ing his offer, as it would have the appearance of his having

deferted Meer Caufim, and put himfelf under the protediion of

the vizier.

About nine the next morning the vizier's army furrounded

the tents of the navob ; guards were placed over them, and

Meer Caufim, being forced to mount an elephant, was carried

prifoner to the camp of his ally. Mr. Gentil again offered his

fervices to Ali Ibrahim Khan, but he again refufed, determined

to fhare the fate of his patron. In the evening he was called

to the vizier's tent, and received with much attention by him,

who afked him feveral queftions concerning Meer Caufim, hop-

ing, from his replies, to draw fome apology for his own con-

dud: towards him.

Shujah ad Dowlah firfl faid, " What evil had I done to

" Ali Jah, that, on the day of my attacking the Engliih at

** Patna, he ordered Sumroo to fire upon me, as I was re-

** turning to my tents in the evening ?" Ali Ibrahim replied,

** I am ignorant of fuch an order; and woe be to the navob,

«« if
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'* if he could thus treacheroufly adt towards a friend, who had
** left his own government, and encountered fuch an enemy as

" the Englifh, to reftore him to his loft power and dignity."

The vizier being angry, faid, " Do I fpeak falfely? I can

" call Sumroo to declare it in the prefence of Ali Jah and
" yourfelf." He replied, " I do not contradict your highnefs;

" but at prefent my mafter is fo reduced, that the teftimony

** of his loweft menial nftay be brought agalnft him, and Sum-
" roo is a man of power compared to him." Shujah ad Dow-
lah was afliamed, and began to foothe Ali Ibrahim, faying,

** I know your virtues, but Meer Caufim was ever fufpicious

** of you, and often fpoke agalnft you privately." He replied,

** I am confclous of no crime agalnft him, but that on hia re-

** tre,at from Patna, when fome perfons advifed him to fly to

" Dekkan and feek refuge with t je Mharattas, I importunately

" befought him to apply to the emperor and your highnefs,

** thinking the throne and vizarut the only fit afylums for Meer
*' Caufim." Shujah ad Dowlah to this made no reply ; but,

after fome compliments to the fidelity of Ali Ibrahim, retired

into his haram, leaving Beny Bahadur, his minifter, and other

fervants to put further queftions to him. He was now defired,

as he muft be entrufted with the fecrets of Meer Caufim, to

inform in whofe hands he had depofited his treafures, and to

deliver up forty thoufand gold mhors, which Nuttoo Sing, Sum-
roo's fpy, had faid were committed to his charge. He defired

that Nuttoo Sing might be called in; which being complied

with, he obferved before him, that the dliFerent offices, from the

water- houfe to the jewels, had been under the charge of Sum-

roo, who had alfo received a Mack of gold mhors in truft from

the navob, of whofe property he alone could give an account.

Nuttoo Sing denying this. All Ibrahim Khan obferved to Beny

Bahadur, that fince the atiirmation, of one like himfelf in the

confidence
' One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds.
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confidence of Meer Caullm, were not believed, he might judge

what degree of credit was due to the information of a wretched

fpy. Upon this, Beny Bahadur, convinced of his lincerity, in-

formed the vizier of what had pafled, and AU Ibrahim Khan
was permitted to retire without further moleftation, and to keep

poffeffion of his effedls. A llrift exadlion of the treafures of

Meer Caufim was made by the vizier from his women, eunuchs,

and fervants, to a great amount ; but a conliderable number of

valuable jewels, which he had fent away before the alarm, under

charge of a faithful domeftic, named Shekh Mahummud Afliuk,

into the Rohilla country, were faved, and honeftly delivered up
to him again, when he efcaped from the hands of Shujah ad

Dowlah. It is probable, the women and eunuchs alfo might

fave fomething, notwithftanding the ftridtnefs of the fearch.

The vizier, being defirous of pofTelUng the fort of Rhotas,

which ftill held out for Meer Caufim, fent Meer Solymaun to

negotiate with the kelladaar for its delivery. I had, before his

arrival, received a letter from major Munro, through docftor

Fullarton, expreffing his deiire that I would endeavour to bring

over the kelladaar to Meer Jaffier's intereft ; and, accordingly, 1

reprefented to him the probability of the fuperiority of the

Englifh, and the advantages he would derive to himfelf and his

family by fecuring their friendfliip. Raja Shawmul was a pru-

dent man, and cautioufly weighed the propofals of Meer Soly-

maun and myfelf J but at length he refolved to follow my
advice ; and giving me a paper with certain conditions for the

acceptance of major Munro, I fent it to him, with a requefl:

that he would difpatch a force to garrifon the fort, which

would be delivered on his ratifying the raja's demands. The
major complied, and captain Goddard arriving with a detach-

ment, Rhotas was put into his pofleffion; upon which Meer
Solymaun returned to the vizier, and complained of my being

the
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the caufe of his difappointment. Some difagreement occurring

between captain Goddard and Shawmul, the latter delired that

I would go with him to Patna, and obtain from major Munro
the performance of his agreement ; and I, being fearful of the

refentment of the vizier, gladly accompanied him.

I mull now return to the affairs of Meer Jaffier and the

Englifli, after the retreat of the allied army from the neigh-

bourhood of Patna.

Meer JafEer at the conclufion of the campaign, upon the

retreat of the allies, repaired to Calcutta, having affairs of im-

portance to fettle with the council, and left the government of

Patna and the diredion of his army to his brother Meer Cau-

fim Khan, appointing Deerauje Narain, brother to the late Raja

Ramnarain, his deputy over the province of Bahar. This man
was incapable of bufinefs, and had no other claim to favour

than the murder of his brother by Meer Caufim. In the fame

manner, all who had enjoyed his favour, were now expofed to

the refentment of Meer Jaffier, and obliged to remain in con-

cealment, till his death enabled them to return to their habita-

tions. Thofe who had been difliked by Meer Caufim were

entrufled with the diredlion of affairs in every department. Meer

Jaffier remained fome time at Calcutta, endeavouring to prevail

on the council to admit of ^Nundcomar's being his firfl minif-

ter; but Mr. Vanfittart, knowing the navob's weaknefs and the

bad qualities of his favourite would not confent, dreading the

oppreffions of the people, from Nundcomar's tyrannical difpofi-

tion, which had been already experienced. The navob departed,

much difappointed, to Moorfhudabad without his confidant, whofe

return, however, foon after took place ; and, notwithflanding the

earnefl remonilrances of Mr. Vanfittart, he was entrufled by

Meer
" Afterwards executed for forgery.
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Meer Jaffier with the fole direcftion of his affairs. By his advice,

Mahummud Reza Khan, the governor of Dacca, was confined;

but afterwards releafed on the interference of the EngHfh.

About this time, Meer Jaffier being taken ill, continued to

decline, till at length, on Tuefday, the fourteenth of Shauban,

A. D. 1764. 1178, he departed from this unliable world. He would wil-

lingly have concluded a peace with Shujah ad Dowlah, and

given up the province of Bahar to him, with a tribute to the

emperor for Bengal; to which conditions it is probable the

Englifli alfo would have affented on alTurances of prote<5lion in

their trade. But the vizier was too haughty to be fatisfied with

lefs than the conqueft of the three provinces. Shujah ad Dow-
lah, however, with fuch high pretenfions and fo powerful an

army, had not condudt to exert his force, though too proud to

liflen to the advice of his intelligent friends.;

The Englifh council, feeing that the vizier would not liften

to any reafonable terms of accommodation, ilTued orders to ma-
jor Munro, who had fuperfeded major Carnac, to march againft

the enemy cantoned at Buxar. Accordingly, the major, having

mullered his army, and provided ten days provifions, refolving

in that fpace to Conquer or die, began his march. The vizier,

informed of his intention, detached a body of Mogul horfe to

harafs his line, and withdrew fome cannon which had been

planted on the banks of the river Soan j but the main army

remained in cantonments, ftrongly defended by entrenchments,

which the vizier hoped would defend him from the enemy, till

they fhould be obliged to retire for frefli fupplies.

x4.t length major Munro arrived within a fhort diftance, and

encamped on the border of a morafs, which now divided the

tv^^O armies, who remained in iight of each other inadtive for

two
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two days. On the third, the vizier altered his refolution, and

refolved to attack the enemy, taking upon himfelf the command
of the Mogul cavalry. Sumroo and Ife. Maddoc, with eight

battalions of fepoys, and eight field pieces, formed the front

line ; to fupport v^hich, Shujah Koollee Khan was ftationed in

their rear with his own followers, about ieven thoufand horfe

and foot. The vizier took poft at a diflance on their right, and

the minifter Beny Bahadur occupied a ruined village on the

bank of the Ganges, to their left. A fharp firing of cannon

and mufquetry commenced, with great flaughter on both fides.

The vizier harafled the enemy in flank, and the Duranny horfe

charging major Munro's cavalry, penetrated his line, which be-

gan to be confufed from this attack and the cannonade of

Maddoc and Sumroo, whom the Englifh could not charge,

owing to the morafs which divided them in front. Major Munro

detached a force to diflodge Beny Bahadur firom the village,

which being efFedled, occafioned fome alarm in the vizier's army.

At this time, Shujah Koollee Khan feeing Beny Bahadur en-

gaged, anxious to have his fhare in the adion, quitted his fla-

tion, in the rear of the battalions, and attempted to charge

through the morafs in their front, by this means obliging them

to defift from firing upon the enemy, left they fliould injure

their friends. He gained the bank, only to fall an immediate

lacrifice, with moft of his followers who had the valour to ac-

company him, to the grape fliot of the Englifh; and the fur-

vivors fled upon the death of their chief. The party which had

routed Beny* Bahadur, at this inftant entered the camp of the

vizier, which was now thrown into complete diforder. No one

had time to regard his baggage, looking only for perfonal fafety

by flight J and the Mogul and Duranny cavalry, feeing all loft,

deferted their patron, and began to plunder his tents. Shujah

ad Dowlah, left almoft alone, was obliged to follow the route

of his army. All the baggage of the vizier and his chiefs, with

Vol. II. I i i ^ S^^^t
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a great treafure belonging to the bankers and merchants in mo-

ney and goods, fell a prey to the enemy, and the treacherous

deferters and camp followers above mentioned, who plundered

each other afterwards. A great train of artillery and numerous

tents were taken by tlie Englifh. It is impolTible to eflimate

the amount of the plunder, as the cantonments refembled rather

a populous city than a camp. Great numbers of the fugitives

were drowned in attempting to crofs a rivulet in their flight.

Meer Caulim was releafed by the vizier, who alfo had prefent-

ed him with a forry fem.ale elephant the day before the action,

which enabled him to make his efcape from the field to the

neighbourhood of Banaras. Shujah ad Dowlah fled to Aleabad,

leaving his minifter Eeny Bahadur to efcort the emperor; but

Shaw Aulum, who was difgufled with the vizier, refufing to

accompany him, , Beny Bahadur after a few days crofled the

Ganges, being fearful of the purfuit of the Enghlh.

The emperor being now his own mafter, by the advice of

Munneer ad Dowlah, called upon the Englifh for their protec-

tion, who obeyed the fummons, and conduced him to Banaras.

They alfo invited Beny Bahadur to an interview, and held out

offers of peace to the vizier his mafl;er, provided he would de-

liver Meer Caufim and Sumroo into their hands. The raja pro-

mifed the former, but pleaded inability to efted the latter, as

he was at the head of his battalions, who would defend him.

While a negotiation was carrying on, Ali Ibrahim Khan difco-

vering the intentions of the raja, informed Meer Cauflm Khan,

who found means to make his efcape into the Rohilla country,

with his family and few remaining friends. At Aleabad he found

his women, who, after being plundered by the vizier's people,

of what little they had left from the general confifcation, had

been releafed from confinement in the fort, and left without

prote<^ion at an obfcure houfe in the city.

Shujah
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Shujah ad Dowlah thinking himfelf unfafe longer in his own
dominions, on his arrival at Aleabad difpatched confidential fer-

vants to his capitals of Lucnow and Fyezabad, to efcort his

women and efFeils at thofe places to Burrelli, the refidence of
Hafiz Rhamut, a Rohilla chief; where he alfo repaired with

his mother and Begum from Aleabad. He refufed to liften to

the advice of Beny Bahadur to accept terms from the Englifh,

thinking it would degrade his character in the empire, and hop-

ing to recover his lofles by the afliftance of the Afghauns and

Mulhar Raow Mharatta ; but in order to gain time, he fent his

minifter to Lucnow, inflrudting him to amufe the enemy with

negotiations, which would keep up his authority in the pro-

vince. He, notwithftanding their family hatred, vifited Ahmud
Khan Bungufli at Ferokhabad, and entreated his afliflancd"; who,

with the other Rohilla chiefs, promifed to fupport him, as did

alfo Ghazi^ad Dien Khan, then at that city. By their advice,

he called in Mulhar Raow, who was with an army of Mha-
rattas in the vicinity of Gualior. Mulhar, on the promife of a

large fum of money, joined him; but Ahmud Khan and the

Rohilla chiefs amufed him only with promifes, and brought no

troops to his afliflance.
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Raja Beny Bahadur having . proceeded to Lucnow, wrote to

Shittabroy, who was employed by the Englifh, that Shujah ad

Dowlah would not confent to peace on the preferred conditions

;

that Meer Caufim had efcaped from his hands, and he could

not take Sumroo but by treachery, which he abhorred; therefore

refolved to continue the war. The minifter, agreeably to the

plan formed between himfelf and the vizier, declared his own
readinefs to join the Englifh; and Shittabroy, deceived by his

declaration, recommended his being received, to general Carnac,

who had now reafTumed the command of the army at Banaras

in the room of major Munro. The general accordingly invited

I i i 2 Beny
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Beny Bahadur to an interview 3 upon which he came to the

camp, and was gracioufly received. He remained till fuch time

as Shujah ad Dowlah was joined by the Mharattas at Korah,

when he left the Englifli, under pretence of fettling the diftrids

of the province, and returned with his followers to the vizier,

a fmall efcort of general Carnac's fepoys, which he had requefl-

ed might remain with him, being unable to prevent his flight.

It is aifo faid, that Beny Bahadur would not have taken this

ftep, being gratified by the confidence of the Englifh general

and a promife of continuance in the management of Oude, but

for the following circumftance. Being very fuperflitious, he en-

quired of a prophefying fakeer, the probable event of the war.

The fakeer replied, " The Englifh were hke a hurricane, vio-

" lent in progrefs, but foon gone." The minifter, interpreting

this as a prognoftic of viftory to the vizier, thought it fafeft to

rejoin him. Shittabroy, who had pledged himfelf for the fide-

Kty of Beny Bahadur, was alarmed for his own fafety, left ge-

neral Carnac fhould fufpedt him of being privy to his treachery;

but the Englifli, having received fo many proofs of his attach-

ment, were too generous to fuppofe him capable of betraying

their confidence, and upon his offering to go to Calcutta, and

fubmit his fate to the council, eafed his mind of all alarm, by
afTurances that they thought him as much deceived as them-
felves by the artful minifter.

Before the laft mentioned occurrence, the Englifh had de-
tached two battalions of fepoys to Lucnow, and a force to

befiege the fortrefs of Chunar. The former under major Stib-

bert, were fuccefsful in their operations; but the latter failed in

a night attack, and fufFered fome lofs. This, and the prepar-
ations of Shujah ad Dowlah, caufed general Carnac to raife the

fiege, and march towards Aleabad. The Englifh were now
joined by Nujeef Khan with his followers from Bondelcund;

and
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and he, being well acquainted with the fortrefs, pointed out

the weakeft part, which was foon breached by the cannon;

when the garrifon, not chufing to brave a ftorm, furrendered,

and the Englifli marched on to Korah in purfuit of the vizier.

The conquered diftriAs were fettled by Raja Shittabroy, who
made ftipulations with the zemindars, and levied native troops

in the name of the Englifli.

When Raow Mulhar had joined Shujah ad Dowlah, he ad-

vanced towards the Englifh, but his army was much difpirited,

and ftill labouring under a panic from the defeat at Buxar.

The Afghauns delayed joining him under various pretences, and

Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who did come, had only a few followers,

incapable of fervice. An engagement, or rather a Ikirmifh, took

place in the neighbourhood of Korah, in which the Mharattas

were quickly difperfed by the Englifli artillery, and fled acrofs

the Jumna to their own territories. The vizier retreated to

Ferokhabad, irrefolute how to ad:, when Ahmud Khan advifed

him rather to throw himfelf on the clemency of the Englifli,

than wafte the remainder of his property on troops, that would

always defert him in the face of danger j obferving, that from

the character of the Englifli for wifdom and juftice, it was

certain they would pay proper . refped: to his rank and dignity../

-After this fecond vidtory, the garrifon of Ghunar, defpairing of

relief, delivered up the fortrefs to the Englifli Aumil without

^a liege, of their own accord.

The vizier, having confidered the advice-Gf-Ahm«d-Khaa»

refolved to embrace it; and, accordingly, fet out in a palan-

quin with a few attendants to the Englifli camp. Major Carnac

. being informed of his approach, advanced with feveral officers

and Raja. Shittabroy to meet him. Upon his appearing in fight,

the vizier alighted from his palanquin, and at meeting he and

the
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the major embraced. The major and the company then pre-

fented nuzzers, and accompanied their noble gueft on foot to

their tents, where a collation was provided, and every afTurance

given him of reconciliation and future friendfliip. The vizier,

after taking refreshments, retired to fleep, and in the evening

returned to his own tents, at. fome miles diftance from the

Englifh camp. Being now fatisfied of the fincerity of major

Carnac, he fent for his followers and equipage. Frequent vifits

fucceeded between them, and a treaty was fpeedily concli^ded

to the fatisfadtion of both parties. The Englilh reflored the

province of Oude to the vizier, on condition of his paying

* fifty lacs of rupees for the expenfes of the war, half in ready

money, and half by a draft on the revenues j the vizier to

have credit for what had been collecfted in Oude by the Eng-

lifh. The province of Aleabad was fettled on the emperor,

who was to refide in the capital, and have a detachment of

Englifh for his protedion. Nujeef Khan had a falary of one

lac of rupees fettled on him from the royal tribute of Bengal.

Bulwund Sing, colledtor of Banaras, who had deferted Shujah

ad Dowlah, was reinftated in his favour and government at the

requefl of the Enghfh. The vizier, upon the conclufion of the

treaty, endeavoured to raife the fum immediately due to the

Englifh. He applied to his mother, begum, neareft relations, and

dependants, to afhfl him -, but they all, except his begum, though

well able to afford him the demands made upon them, pleaded

inability, offering, fome half, and others a third. The begum
generoufly fent him all her money, jewels, and plate, even to

the nofe-ring, and whatever cafh and ornaments fhe could col-

ledl among her attendants, faying, that the fafety of Shujah ad

Dowlah was her choicefl treafure. Though a woman, fhe adted

like a man in conflancy and fidehty, juflifying this verfe of the

poet, " A virtuous and obedient wife makes a king of her

** hufband.
Five hundred thoufand pounds.
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** hufband, though poor." Shujah ad Dowlah, in return for

this generous behaviour, always entrufted to her the favings of his

revenues. Having paid all the money he could raife, he gave

jewels in pledge for the remainder; and affair^ being fettled

with his new allies, took leave, and returned to Fyezabad, leav-

ing deputies in his offices of vizier and * meer atu/hee with the

emperor. The fort of Chunar was given up to him by the

Englifh, in exchange for that of Aleabad.

When providence had clofed the pages of the life of Meer A. D. 1765,

Jaffier, Mr. Vanlittart having returned to Europe on hearing of

the appointment of lord Clive to fucceed him, the council

placed upon the mufnud of the provinces Meet Phulwaree, eldeft

fon of Meer Jaffier by Munny Begum. The young navob af-

fumed the title of Nudjum ad Dowlah. Nundcomar continued

minifter and dewan of Bengal, and Meer Cauzim Khan, bro-

ther to Meer Jaffier, nazim of Bahar, as his nephew's deputy.

Deerauje Narain remained dewan under him; but, upon the

arrival of lord Clive, Nundcomar, though he had been his

'moonfliee when in Hindooftan formerly, was difplaced, and

Mahummud Reza Khan appointed in his room; his lordfliip

being convinced from a reprefentation which the late governor

had left for his examination in the hands of his brother Mr.
George Vanfittart, that Nundcomar was unworthy of fo con-

fidential an office. Lord Clive alfo demanded from a deputa-

tion of the council, the prefents they had received from the

navob ; but they refufed, obferving, that when his lord-

fliip fliould pay to the company what fums he had received

from the father, they would willingly reftore what had been
given them by the fon. Thefe gentlemen at the fame time
refigned the company's fervice; fo that the governor could not

enforce obedience to his commands.

Soon
» Commander of artillery.

•" Perlian fecretary.

-'*
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Soon after his arrival, lord Clive repaired to Aleabad to ob-

tain the diredion of the revenues of the provinces for the

company, and the funnuds were granted Without delays the

emperor and vizier being lubjedted as much by the wifdom, as

by the valour, of the Enghlh. An agreement to pay annually

*fix and tw^enty lacs of rupees, as the royal revenues for the

three provinces, was given under the feal of the company to

the emperor. This important bulinefs was fettled without hefi-

tation or argument, as eafily as the purchafe of an ais or any

other animal, without envoys either to the king of England or

the company. Lord Clive returned to Calcutta, leaving general

Smith to attend the emperor, but who was in fad: his ruler;

for the general refided in the fortrefs, and his majefty in the

town ; and the found of the imperial '' nobut in the fort being

difagreeable to general Smith, he forbad the band to play, nor

did the fervants of the emperor refufe.

Lord Clive, upon his return towards Calcutta, flopped at

Patna to regulate the government of Bahar, which was confer-

red on Deerauje Narain, in the room of Meer Cauzim Khan,

who retired to Raujemahal on a penlion of one lac of rupees.

As the ' jaghires and * altumgahs had been free lince Mahabut

Jung's acceffion, the Englifli with great generolity did not abo-

lifh them, but left to every perfon what he held; and for this,

gratitude is due to God and them, for otherwife, the noble fa-

milies of thefe provinces could not have fublifted. The Eng-

lifh

» Four hundred and forty thoufand pounds.

*" The nobut is compofed of large and fmall drums, Ihrill trumpets, and feveral

forts of wind inflruments, horridly grating to a European ear; but, it is very

poflible, the general might not have known the indignity he was offering to

majefty in forbidding them to play, the Englifli being then but little acquainted

with the cuftoms of Hindooftan. A nobut was kept in every royal fortrefs, to

play at ftated hours of the day.

* Lands, or penfions on the revenue.
' Lands granted in perpetuity.
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lifli defired, that every perfon's jaghire or allowance fhould be

in perpetuity to his family; thus fecuring it from the probable

changes, in a fuceeflion of emperors, or interefted officers of

government. Praifed be God ! this rule has continued to this

day, and by his mercy is likely to remain in force, from which

numbers, who are content with competence, enjoy cafe and

fecurity.

Lord Clive the following year advanced to Chopprah, ta

meet Shujah ad Dowlah, Munneer ad Dowlah, the emperor's

minifter, and Raja Bulwund Sing; when fome additions to former

treaties were concluded between them, the latter being fecured

in the government of Banaras on the payment of a revenue of

'twenty two lacs of rupees, the vizier giving fecurity to the

Englilh not to injure or remove him. Nudjum ad Dov^ali

dying of the fmall pox, was fuccecded by his brother Syef ad

Dowlah as navob of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. Deerauje Narain,

the governor of Bahar, being convidted of mifmanagement and

peculation of the revenues, was difplaced, and fucceeded by Raja

Shittabroy in conjundion with Mr. Rumbold. Mr. Sykes was

appointed to adt in the affairs of government at Moorfliudabad

with the deputy navob Mahummud Reza Khan. Lord Clive

having fettled the provinces to his fadsfacSion, returned to Eu*
rope, and was fucceeded by Mr. Verelftj and general Carnac

accompanying his lordfliip, general Smith became commander in

chief of the Englifh army.

The adminiftration of the provinces was now fettled in the

manner following: Mahummud Reza Khan, the Naib navob,

conducted affairs at the capital, Shittabroy at Patna, and JefTau-

rut Khan at Dacca, in conjunction with a member of coun-

VoL. IL K k k cil
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• Two hundred and twenty thoufand pounds.
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cil at each city, as chief, on the part of the Enghfli. Two
days weekly the naib communicated to his EngUfli colleague

his tranfadions, plans, difburfements, and receipts in every de-

partment, for his fatisfa<5tion, and the information and approval

of the prefidency. Two days in each week were alfo fet apart,

in which the . naib and chief received appeals from the courts

of juflice, and confirmed or reverfed their decifions by the aflifl-

ance of the chief magiftrates. By thefe means, government was

properly conduced, and the Enghfli became informed of the

laws, revenues, and cuftoms of the country, agreeably to their

ufage recording in books every cafe, and the information re-

ceived upon it from the native oiHcers, for their guidance.

A. D. 1769. Mr. Rumbold returning to Europe, Mr. Alexander fucceeded

him as chief at Patna, and Mr. Becher was appointed refident

at Moorfhudabad, in the room of Mr, Sykes, who retired to

England.

In the latter end of this year a famine and epidemical dif-

order began to rage with great violence. Of the latter died

the navob Syef ad Dowlah, and feveral perfons of rank foon

after. Thefe united calamities continued for upwards of three

months, carrying off more perfons than can be computed. Mu-
baric ad Dowlah, third fon of Meer Jaffier, fucceeded his bro-

ther on the mufnud of the provinces, and » four and twenty

lacs of rupees annually were fettled for the expenfes of his

houfehold, of which Ali Ibrahim Khan was appointed dewan
under MuzzufEr Jung. The Engliih chiefs lived on terms of

friendfhip and intimacy with thofe of this country, anxious to

obtain information of our laws and cuftoms, for the benefit of

themfelves and their fucceflorsj and every native officer, fearful

of being outdone in communication, was eager to gratify their

curiofity
' Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds.
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curiofity; but they reprefented for their own intereft, the abufes

of our laws by oppreffive rulers, as eftabliflied cuftoms conform-

able to the genius of the people.

I myfelf was prefent at a court, when a fine was laid both

upon, plaintiiF and defendant by Raja Moorlydher. Mr. Rum-

bold, in whofe prefence this happened, and who was of a liberal

mind, defirous of doing juftice, being aftonifhed at the decree,

obferved, that laying a fine on the perfon caft, might be a pu-

nifhment ufual in the country, but he could not fee the juftice

of exacting it from the fuccefsful party. The raja and other

ofiicers replied, it was an offering of gratitude, and an ancient

eftablifhed ufage of the empire. Mr. Rumbold expreffed fur-

prize and difgufl. The acquifition of wealth, however, is fo

alluring to mankind, that it is not furprizing if fuch infinuating

arguments fhould work fome effedl on the Englifh, whofe pro-

feffed objed: here is to raife a fortune ; but none of their chiefs

,Jiave as yet been guilty of any evil or difreputable action,

though from their different form of government in politics, ad-

minillration of juftice, and the incapacity of their native ferv-

ants, fome people have fuffered. If they would perfonally

invefligate the complaints of individuals, and their charaders,

the injured would be relieved from vexation. At length, the

Englilh becoming informed of feveral abufes of their Hindooftan

- deputies, began to interfere, and regulate affairs according to

their own opinions,

Mr. Verelft returning to England, Mr. Cartier fucceeded A. D. 1768.

him in the government. Obferving a deficiency of the reve-

nues, and anxious to acquire information of the particular modes

of collection and ufages of the country, he divided the pro-

vinces into feven diftri£ts, at each of which an Englifh council

was appointed, to infpe(5t and controul the zemindars and farmers.

Kkk 2 Mr.

^
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Mr. Vanlittart, who was of great wifdom and forbearance,

having cleared hitnfelf of the accufations of his enemies in

Europe to the fatisfadtion of the company, was requefted to

return to this country for the regulation of their affairs; but,

by the decree of providence, the yeffel on which he embarked
was loft, without leaving a trace of her melancholy fate. Up-
on this, the company confulted on appointing a fucceflbr, and
agreed, that after Mr. Vanfittart, no one was equal to the

A. D. 1772. office, but Mr. Haftings, at that time a member of the coun-

cil at Madrafs; who was accordingly ordered to affume the go-

vernment of Bengal, and Mr. Cartier, three months after his

arrival at Calcutta, refigned it to him. Mahummud Reza Khan
and Maharaja Shittabroy were ordered prifoners to Calcutta. I have

heard, that no orders from Europe had arrived to confine the

latter, but that Mr. Jghn Graham, by his reprefentations, occa-

iioned him to fliare the difgrace of the former, whom he
wifhed to defend. Upon Mahummud Reza Khan's departure,

Munny Begum became the direftrefs of the navob's houfehold,

and appointed her chief eunuch, Eatibar Ali Khan, deputy de-

wan, by whofe hands, numbers were oppreffed. Munny Begum,
though not of a noble family, poffeffes a found underftanding

and much refolution, and, had fhe a deputy of equal abilities,

is fully capable of conducting affairs. Though offended at Ma-
Jbummud Reza Khan, £he generoufly tried every means in her

power to relieve him from his difgrace. Her behaviour was
manly in another inftance j fhe would not join in the party of

general Clavering againft Mr. Haffings, though fubjed:, by her

refidence, to much trouble.

Mr. Haftings, foon after his acceffion to the government,

repaired to Moorfhudabad, to regulate the afeirs of the nizam-
ut; when the allowance of the navob's houfehold was reduced
from twenty four to iixteen lacs of rupees. Mubaric ad Dow-

lah
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lah being a minor, Munny Begum was appointed to manage

his expenfes. The abovementioned allowance is not for the

fupport of the navob only, but for the families and dependants

of former Nazims. As his deputy, continually changing, dif-

burfes the whole, the latter are frequently opprefled by delays

of payment, and deducStions under various pretences j fo that

many fuffer fuch mifery, as heaven avert from any of his crea-

tures. The navob and his immediate fervants attend not to

their complaints, though, if this fum was properly divided,

numbers might enjoy repofe under the fliadow of their libera-

lity i but alas ! they wafte lacs in prodigality and idle expenfe,

hcedlefs of the fuiFerings of others.

Upon the governor's return to Calcutta, the committee com-
menced an enquiry into the condudt of Mahummud Rcza Khan
and Maharaja Shittabroy. As the latter had his accounts ad-

jufted, and his conduft was free from blemifh, he was fully

acquitted of all guilt, after an inveftigation of a year and fbme

months -, when the governor and all the committee, having

made many apologies, and fliewn him much kindnefs, reftored

him to office, and gave him the following certificate j

* The fufpicions, which for various reafons we had eritet-

•• tained of the integrity of Maharaja Shittabroy, after the moft
•* minute and clofe enquiry, have been found ill-founded and

groundlefs, and we have proved his condudt to be in every

point honourable and loyal to government."
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The raja was alfb diftinguifhed by a " khelaut on his leaving

the prefidency; but his acquittal could not reftore his health,

which had been much injured by grief and the unwholefome air

of Calcutta. He was met at Bhaugulpore by all the principal

inhabitants
* Honorary drefs.
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inhabitants of Patna ; by fome, from real regard, and by others,

from the influence of his authority. When he reached his

home, he complained heavily to his friends of the condud: of

the Englifh, and with jultice, for a more able fervant than

Shittabroy was never employed by them or any other flate j a

proper refpecfl to his great qualities was incumbent on his pa-

trons. Soon after his arrival, Mr. Haftings, who was on his

way to meet Shujah ad Dowlah at Banaras, flopping at Patna,

requeiled the raja to accompany him; but he was too ill to

undertake the journey, and his diforder ending in a violent dy-

fentery, he died fhortly after the governor's departure. Though
his opinions and thofe of his fon were miore inclined to the

Mahummedan than the Hindoo religion, yet to fatisfy the fcruples

of his relations and caft, his corpfe was burned, according to

their cuftoms. Mr. Haftings, to convince the world that he
had no hatred to the father, appointed his fon Raja Callean

Sing to his office in the province, though very young, and of

a weak capacity, with the fame jaghire and falary. He alfo

fettled an additional penlion on the widow, mother to the young

raja.

Shittabroy was by caft a Koyt, and a native of Dhely; in

his youth a fervant of Akka Solymaun, the favourite dependant

of Sumfam ad Dowlah, fon of Khan Dowraun, ameer al amra

to the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Upon the death of Sumiam
ad Dowlah, he obtained the office of imperial dewan at Patna,

and the direction of the lands of his late mailer, for his fuc-

ceflbr, in the province of Bahar. Attaching himfelf to the Eng-

lifli in the feveral revolutions, he became their chief advifer in

their conne<ftions with the country powers. He was an able

ftatefman, and underftood completely the diredion of finance.

He pofleiTed many good qualities, and, in my humble opinion,

excelled
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excelled all his contemporary chiefs in Hindooftah. Though
properly a civilian, he was not deftitute of the military virtues

of valour and condud:. Though, from his influence with the

Englifli, he was at times the patron of the emperor, vizier, and

the chief nobles of Hindooftan, he was not haughty, or vain

of his power, but treated all ranks with affable refpedt to their

birth and charadter, Mening patiently to the requefts of every

perfon. If reafonable, and within the compafs of his power to

grant, he complied without hefitation; or, if otherwife, refufed

in fuch a 'manner, as to gain the efteem of the petitioner. He
underftood well the duties of private life ; and was fo good an

ceconomift as to appear in fplendour without exceeding his in-

come. His prefents to his guefls of high rank were becoming

their dignity; and, upon feafons of feftivity in his family, the

public fhared the bounties of his table. His mod^fty and tem-

perance were remarkable, and alfo his forgivenefs of affronts,

when in his power to revenge them, often prot^fting thofe in

diflrefs, who had tried to prejudice the Englifh chiefs againft

him. His bounty to his old acquaintance in his lower for-

tunes at Dhely, was diflinguifbed, and his refped and liberality

to perfons of learned or facred charadler among the Mahum^
medans, more exteniive than thofe of their own nobility. The
following is an inflance of his humility, and freedom from pride,

A Hindoo of his acquaintance, and confidential dependant of

Naggir Mul, dewan to a former emperor, coming on a pil-

grimage to Gyah, a celebrated place of devotion in the pro-

vince of Bahar, requefled a letter recommending him to Shittab-

roy from his maflerj but the dewan declined giving it, faying,

that he could not bear to addrefs him by his prefent high titles

;

and, fliould he omit them, it might give offence. Thefe words

coming to the ears of Shittabroy, when the perfon arrived at

Patna,

455
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Patna, he treated him with the greateft attention, and at his

departure committed to his charge a letter for Naggir Mul, with

a prefent of rich goods and other things amounting to ten thou-

fand rupees; humbly rcquefting, that he would now and then

remember his abfent fervant with a line, when any of his de-

pendants fhould vifit Patna. Naggir Mul was covered with

confufion and regret at his omiffion. He immediately wrote a

letter of apology to the raja for his behaviour ; and praifing him
among his friends, faid, ** Shittabroy has overcome me by his

** wifdom and politenefs."

During ' the great famine, Shittabroy fent for large quan-

tities of grain from Banaras, which he fold out at prime

coft; and he had a fleet of boats conftantly employed between

Banaras and Patna to bring fupplies. Every day, during the fear-

city, he diftributed victuals and money to many thoufand poor

at four appointed places in the city, as did alfo the Englilh and

Dutch chiefs, fo that a great multitude was faved from perifli-

ing, by their bounty. The fame precautions were not ufed at

Moorfhudabad, and the fcarcity was made matter of accufation

againft Mahummud Reza Khan ; but God only knows the hearts

of his creatures. Shittabroy introduced into his province the

cultivation of many fruits from Cabul and the more northern

diftrids, with fuch fuccefs, that grapes and oranges are now
cheap and common in the markets of Patna.

He

» It was for fuppofed monopoly and extortion, that Shittabroy was ordered

by the direiSors of the company in England to undergo a trial in Calcutta;

and as it was rumoured that their fervants in India were partners with him and

Mahummud Reza Khan in the oppreffion of the people, Mr. Haftings and the

council were obliged, in contradiftion to their better knowledge of circumftances,

to order them to the prefidency, where they were tried, and juftly acc^uitted with

honour.
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He had but two blemiflies in his character: One, his bur-

dening the farmer deficient in payment with more ' mohufluls

than were necelTary, for his own advantage; and the other, ob-

taining fums frequently from the jaghiredars, by pretending that

the Enghfh chiefs intended "infpedting their titles, but that he

Gould prevent it by a prefent. For thcfe exa<5tions, he himfelf

in the end fuffered the oppreflion of ' mohulTuls from thofe, for

whofe advantage he had impofed them on his countrymen i and,

through grief for his difgrace, retired to another world. His

condition there God only knows; but the prophet of God has

declared, that his mercy and forbearance exceed the crimes of

man.

Mahummud Reza Khan, upon the enquiry into his condud,

was deferted by all his dependants, except Ali Ibrahim Khan;
who, though newly entered into office, and unconcerned in the

tranfadtions of former years, yet, grateful to his patron, under-

VoL. II. L 1 1 took

» Bailiffs, who receive a daily allowance from the debtor, while they attend

him for the liquidation of his debt. Their numbers are more or lefs, accord-

ing to the rank and power of the debtor. Many of the zemindars and renters

who hold large diftrids, keep up an armed force, and when they are deficient in

their rents, it is neceflary to have many perfons Rationed over them to prevent

their efcape or rebellion.

•* Many of the jaghiredars, or pofleflors of lands and penfions on the reve-

nues, certainly hold them on forged grants, or grants given to unworthy perfons*

This is well known to the native ofB»,ers, who, it is to be feared, make a per-,

quifite by keeping fuch perfons in alarm of an infpedion of their titles. The
Englifll, when they obtained the colledtion of the revenues, left all penfioners in

pofTeflion of their lands and falaries; and there is no doubt but this indul-

gence was much abufed ;. but to attempt to rectify the abufe now would be

tyranny, fo much time having elapfed, that it would be impoffible to diftinguifix

the forged grants from the true, the beftowers and the obliged being all dead,

records loft in the revolutions of government, and the prefent pofTeflbrs, at

kaft innocent of fraud

' Alluding to his being under a guard during his trial.

A.D. 1774.
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took his defence and in a fhort time made himfelf mafter of the

various accounts, and cleared up his condudt to the fatisfadion

of the council. He was fet at liberty, and the guards removed

. from his houfes at Moorihudabad and Calcutta. He would not,

however, return to the former, hoping, like Shittabroy, to be

again reftored to office -, and therefore continued at the latter

city, where the native dependants of adminiftration flattered him

for his money with favourable reports of the difpolitions of their

mailers towards him. One day he was told a certain counfel-

Icr had exprelTed himfelf kindly -, another day, that his reappoint-

ment was under confideration j and a third, that orders for it

were difpatched from Europe. To thefe wretches he made con-

fiderable prefents in hand, and promifes of indulgence, when
he fhould regain his power. By fuch imprudence and folly he

incurred large debts.

At this crifis of his affairs, general Clavering, colonel Mon-
fcn, and Mr. Francis arrived from Europe, as members of govern-

ment, and alfo to inveftigate the condud; of the late adminiftra-

tion, of whom only Mr. Haflings and Mr. Barwell were continued

in office. As thefe three gentlemen were fent by the king and

company to explore the faults of the governor and his

colleagues, general Clavering being of high rank in Europe, a

fervant of the king, and intended to fucceed to the chair, Mr.

Monfon to the command of the army, and Mr. Francis to rife

in council, they created a wonderful awe and refpedt. They
would not receive nuzzars, a cullom peculiar to Hindooflan, nor

even accept a prefent of fruit from any one. They invited the

enemies of the governor to join them, and Nundcomar, who
had been rejefted by Mr. Vanflttart and lord Clive, alfo Mr.

Haflings, at this time became their confidant and moft favoured

dependant. Through him many felf-interefled and feditious per-

fons, in hopes of acquiring power, joined themfelves to the

general
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general and his friends. The inveftigation of the governor's private

tranfad;ions began, and the flrongeft difference of opinion in coun-

cil prevailed; which not only affedled the dependants of either

party, but the affairs of the three provinces were thrown into

confufion by the divifions of government. The general and Mr.

Barwell even fought with piflols, according to the cufloms of

their nation. The general having a majority over the gover-

nor and Mr. Barwell, affairs were condudted moftly agreeable to

the opinion of his party. Mr. Goring was fent to Moorfhud-

abad, Mr. Fowke to Banaras, and Mr. Briftow to Lucnow.

Mubaric ad Dowlah and his mother, who were governed by

Munny Begum, having applied to the general through Mr.

Goring, they became the managers of the nizamut, and were

apparently freed from her controul, but, as the Begum pof-

feffed great fortitude and wealth, fhe threatened the navoh to

make the Englifh her heirs in cafe he fliould offend her j fo that

in effect: fhe preferved her power. In fad:, Mubaric ad Dowlah
is incapable of publick bufinefs. No perfon dreads his anger,

nor hopes advantage from his patronage; nor is he at all am-
bitious of power, only requiring the undifturbed enjoyment of

his penfion and pleafures.

During thefe difputes, were brought to light the crimes of

Nundcomar. He was convidled of a forgery of the name of

Bollakee Dufs, and condemned to fuffer death. He was a wicked,

deceitful, vain-glorious perfon, inimical to all mankind, even to

thofe who had conferred obligations upon him, and if any one tri-

vially offended him, never refted till he had effeded his ruin. As his

friends had affured him that no one could do him injury, and told

him not to be alarmed though he might be led to the foot of the

gallows ; fo that he might fecurely ufe every means to prove the

governor's delinquency, he, from his hatred, and confidence in the

general's

» Navob's affairs.

459

ii



4^0

H

P.

i
t

^

HISTORY OF BENGAL.

general's promifes, continued to accufe him; but Mr. Haftings

refuted all his allegations. The guilt of Nundcomar being fully

proved, he was hanged at the appointed place of execution.

His treafure and effects were given up to his fon. It is faid,

there were fifty two * lacks of rupees in money, and about the

fame amount in jewels and rich goods. In his houfe were found

the feals of feveral eminent perfons, which he had forged i fo

that his wicked arts became publickly known.

When it was unlverfally believed that the general's party

was the ftrongeft, Mahummud Reza Khan, who was rafh and

unfteady, became defirous of acquiring his patronage. Ali Ibra-

him Khan advifed him to remain attached to the governor,

who had protedled his life, fortune, and reputation; obferving,

that if Mr. Haftings fhould prevail, he would no doubt reward

his fidelity, and even if the general fhould fucceed, as he

had done him no injury, he could not but refpe<3: his for-

titude and honour. Mahummud Reza Khan, anxious to be

reftored to ofiice, negledied this advice, and courted the general,

who gave him the deputation of Mubaric ad Dowlah, and the

fuperintendance of the native criminal courts of juftice. Khe-
lauts were conferred upon himfelf, his fons, and dependants,,

when he returned to Moorfhudabad, and (hortly after quarrelled

with Ali Ibrahim Khan, whofe abilities and fidelity had refcued

him from defi:ru<5tion.

The diiputes in council continued unremitting for three years.

In the. latter year, the general received intelligence from Eu-
rope, that Mr. Haftings was recalled; when, without waiting

for the difclofure of the pacquets, he affumed the govern-

ment, but was oppofed by Mr. Haftings; upon which the

claims of both parties were referred to the opinions of the

judges^
'? Five hundred and twenty thoufand pounds fterling.
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general's promifes, continued to accufe him; but Mr. Haftlngg

refuted all his allegations. The guilt of Nundcomar being fuDy

proved, he was hanged at the appointed place of execution.

His treafure and effedls were given up to his fon. It is faid,

there were fifty two * lacks of rupees in money, and about the

fame amount in jewels and rich goods. In his houfe were found

the feals of feveral eminent perfons, which he had forged ; fo

that his wicked arts became pubUckly known.

When it was univerfally believed that the general's party

was the ftrongeft, Mahummud Reza Khan, who was rafh and

unfteady, became defirous of acquiring his patronage. Ali Ibra-

him Khan advifed him to remain attached to the governor,

who had protected his life, fortune, and reputation; obferving,

that if Mr. Haftings fhould prevail, he would no doubt reward

his fidelity, and even if the general fhould fucceed, as he

had done him no injury, he could not but refpedt his for-

titude and honour. Mahummud Reza Khan, anxious to be

reftored to ofiice, negledled this advice, and courted the general,

who gave him the deputation of Mubaric ad Dowlah, and the

fuperintendance of the native criminal courts of juftice. Khe-
lauts were conferred upon himfelf, his fons, and dependants,,

when he returned to Moorfhudabad, and (hortly after quarrelled

with Ali Ibrahim Khan, whofe abilities and fidelity had refcued

him from deftrudion.

The diiputes in council continued unremitting for three years.

In the. latter year, the general received intelligence from Eu-
rope, that Mr. Haftings was recalled; when, without waitmg
for the difclofure of the pacquets, he affumed the govern-

ment, but was oppofed by Mr. Haftings j upon which the

claims of both parties were referred to the opinions of the

judges;.
'! Five hundred and twenty thoufand pounds fterling.



mmmmmm ism^

HISTORY OF BENGAL. 461

judges, who decided in favour of Mr. Haftings. The general

foon after was taken ill, and died of a dyfentery, fuppofed to

have proceeded from grief and difappointment. After his death,

many of his dependants were removed from office, and fucceeded

by thofe of the g.)vernor. Mahummud Reza was fucceeded by

Suddur al Huk Khan, and Raja Goordafs, fon of Nundcomar

was appointed dewan to Mubaric ad Dowlahj but the former

dying foon after his promotion, the office for fome time re-

mained vacant, till at length, the governor general and Mr.

Francis coalefcing, Mahummud Reza Khan was at the delire A. D. 1780.

of the latter reftored to his employments.

FINIS.

^ ^ Of the Rohilla war in. 1774, a juft account has already

been publiihed by the late captain Charles Hamilton, the truly

learned editor of the Hedaya, a code of Mahummedan Laws.

It has therefore here been but curforily mentioned. Of the in-

vafion of Hyder Alee, I have not feen any refpedlable account

by a native of India, nor of the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, zemin-

dar of Banaras, or the tranfadions of the Britifh, later than the

period at which I have concluded this volume; and as my de-

lign was to give only the reports of native writers on the affairs

of Hindooftan, I judged it right to ftop my pen, when they

could not be procured.
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